
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.com/books?id=DxI4AQAAMAAJ


NYPL RESEARCH LIBRARIES

3 3433 10793 4816





Josephus

*PXC









AADNEW YORK

CELICLI
BRARY

T-LKEN DEM







FISCA

Wm.D.Smith se.

THE PLAGUE OF BLOOD.



THE

GENUINE WORKS

OF

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS

TRANSLATED BY

WILLIAM WHISTON, A. M.

CONTAINING

FIVE BOOKS

OF THE

ANTIQUITIES OF THEJEWS.

VOL. III.

NEW-YORK :

PUBLISHED BY WILLIAM BORRADAILE,

No. 114 Fulton-street.

1825



TORK

PUBLIC ALRARY

132484A

ASTOR, LENOX AND

TILDEN FOUNDATIONS

R 1924

,

L



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.

BOOK XII.

CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 170 YEARS.

[From the death of Alexander the Great,to the death ofJudas Maccabeus.]

CHAPTER I.

HOWPTOLEMY, THE SON OF LAGUS, TOOK JERUSALEM AND JU-

DEA BY DECEIT AND TREACHERY , AND CARRIED MANY OF

THE JEWS THENCE, AND PLANTED THEM IN EGYPT.

1. Now when Alexander, king of Macedon, had put an

end to the dominion of the Persians , and had settled the af-

fairs in Judea after the forementioned manner, he ended his

life. And as his government fell among many, Antigonus ob-

tained Asia, Seleucus Babylon; and ofthe othernations which

were there, Lysimachus governed the Hellespont, and Cas-

sander possessed Macedonia ; as did Ptolemy, the son ofLa-

gus, seize upon Egypt. And while these princes ambitiously

strove one against another, every one for his own princi-

pality, it came to pass that there were continual wars, and

these lasting wars too : and the cities were sufferers , and lost

a great many oftheir inhabitants, in these times of distress ,

insomuch that all Syria, bythe means of Ptolemy, the son of

Lagus, underwentthe reverse ofthat denomination of Saviour

which he then had. He also seized upon Jerusalem, and for

that end made use of deceit and treachery ; for as he came

into the city ona sabbath day, as if he would offer sacrifices,

he, without any trouble, gained the city, while the Jews did'

not oppose him, for they did not suspect him to be their ene-

my ; and he gained it thus, because they were free fromsus-

picion ofhim, and because on that day they were at rest and

quietness ; and when he had gained it, he ruled over it in a

cruel manner. Nay, Agatharchides of Cnidos, who wrote

the acts of Alexander's successors, reproaches us with super-
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stition, as if we, by it, had lost our liberty ; where he says

thus:"There is a nation called the nation oftheJews, who

inhabit a city strong and great, named Jerusalem. These

men took no care, but let it come into the hands of Ptolemy,

as not willing to take arms, and thereby they submitted to

be under a hard master by reason of their unseasonable su-

perstition. ' This is what Agatharchides relates of our na-

tion. But when Ptolemy had taken a great many captives,

both from the mountainous parts of Judea, and from the pla-

ces about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the placesnearmount

Gerizzim , he led them all into Egypt, and settledthem there .

And as he knew that the people of Jerusalem were most

faithful in the observation of oaths and covenants, and this

from the answer they made to Alexander, when he sent an

embassage to them, after he had beaten Darius in battle, so

he distributed many of them into garrisons ; and at Alexan-

dria gave them equal privileges of citizens with the Mace-

donians themselves ; and required ofthem to take theiroaths,

that they wouldkeep their fidelity to the posterity ofthose

who committed these places to their care. Nay, there were

not a few other Jews, who, of their own accord, went into .

Egypt, as invited by the goodness of the soil, and by the

liberality ofPtolemy. However,there were disorders among

their posterity, with relation to the Samaritans, on account of

their resolution to preserve that conduct of life which was de

livered to them bytheir forefathers, and they thereupon con

tended one with another : while those of Jerusalem said, that

their temple was holy, and resolved to send their sacrifices

thither but the Samaritans were resolved that they should

be sentto mount Gerizzim.

* The great number of these Jews and Samaritans that were formerly

carried into Egypt by Alexander, and now by Ptolemy the son of Lagus,,

appears afterwards, in the vast multitude, who as we shall see presently,

were soon ransomed by Philadelphus, and by him made free, before he

sent for the seventy-two interpreters : in the many garrisons, and other

soldiers ofthat nation in Egypt ; in the famous settlement of Jews, and

the number of their synagogues at Alexandria, long afterwards: and in

the vehement contention between the Jewsand Samaritans under Phi-

lometer, about the place appointed for public worship in the law ofMo-

ses: whether atthe Jewish temple of Jerusalem, or at the Samaritan

temple at Gerizzim : of all which our author treats hereafter. And as to,

the Samaritans carried into Egypt under the same princes, Scaliger sup

poses that those who have a great synagogue at Cairo, as also those

whom the Arabic geographer speaks of, as having seized on an island

in the Red Sea, are remains of them at this very day, as the notes here'
inform us.

+ Ofthe sacredness of oaths among the Jews in the Old Testament

see Scripture Politics, p. 54-65.
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CHAPTER II.

HOW PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS PROCURED THE LAWS OF THE

JEWS TO BE TRANSLATED INTO THE GREEK TONGUE : AND

SET MANY CAPTIVES FREE ; AND DEDICATED MANY GIFTS

TO GOD.

1. WHEN Alexander had reigned twelve years, and after

him, Ptolemy Soter forty years, Philadelphus then took the

kingdom of Egypt, and held it forty years within one. He

procured the law to be interpreted ;* and set free those that

were come from Jerusalem into Egypt, and were in slavery

there, whowere one hundred and twenty thousand. The oc-

casion was this : DemetriusPhalereus, whowas library-keep-

er to the king, was now endeavouring, if it were possible, to

gather together all the books that were in the habitable earth,

and buying whatsoever was any where valuable , or agreeable

to the king's inclination, ( who was very earnestly set upon

collecting of books ; ) to which inclination of his, Demetrius

was zealously subservient. And when once Ptolemy asked

him , how many ten thousands of books he had collected ? he

replied, that he had already abouttwenty times ten thousand ,

but that in a little time he should have fifty times ten thou

sand. But he said, he had been informed, that there were

many books of laws among the Jews, worthy of inquiring af

ter, and worthy ofthe king's library, but which being written

in characters and in a dialect of their own , will cause no small

pains in gettingthem translated into the Greek tongue : that

the character in which they are written seems to be like to

that which is the proper character of the Syrians ; and that its

sound, when pronounced, is like theirs also ; and that thi

sound appears to be peculiar to themselves. Wherefore, he

said, that nothing hindered whythey might not get thosebooks

to be translated also, for while nothing is wanting that is neces-

sary for that purpose, we may have their booksalso in this li-

brary. Sothe king thought that Demetriuswas very zealous

to procure him abundance of books, and that he suggested

what was exceeding proper for him to do ; and therefore he

wrote totheJewish high-priest,that he should act accordingly.

* Ofthe translation ofthe other parts ofthe Old Testament by seventy

Egyptian Jews, in the joint reigns of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, and

Philadelphus ; as also of the translation of the Pentateuch by seventy-

twoJerusalem Jews, inthe seventh year of Philadelphus, at Alexandria,

as given us an account of by Aristeus, and thence by Philo and Jose-

phus, with a vindication of Aristeus' history, see the Appendix to Lit.

Accomp. Proph. at large, p. 117-152.

Vol. III. 1*
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2. Nowthere was one Aristeus, who was amongthe king's

most intimate friends, and on account of his modesty, very

acceptable to him . This Aristeus resolved frequently, and

that before now, to petition the king, that he would set all

the captive Jewsin his kingdom free ; and hethought this to

be a convenient opportunity for the making that petition. So

hediscoursed, inthe first place, with the captains ofthe king's

guards, Sosibius of Tarentum, and Andreas, and persuaded

them to assist him inwhat he was going to intercede with the

king for. Accordingly, Aristeus embraced the same opinion

with those that have been before mentioned ; and went to the

king, and made the following speech to him : "It is not fit

for us, O king, to overlook things hastily , or to deceive our-

selves, but to lay the truth open : for since we have deter-

mined not only to get the laws ofthe Jewstranscribed , but in-

terpreted also, for thy satisfaction, by what means can we do

this, while so many of the Jews are now slaves in thy king-

dom? Do thou, then, what will be agreeable to thy mag-

nanimity, and to thygood nature ; free them from the mise-

rable condition they are in, because that God whosupporteth

thy kingdom, was the author of their laws, as I have learned

by particular inquiry ; for both these people, and we also ,

worship the same God, the framer of all things. We call

him, and that truly, by the name of Zeus. [ or life, or Jupiter, ]

because he breathes life into all men. Wherefore, do thou

restorethese men to their own country ; and give them leave

to live in it after they had left it : and this do to the honour

of God, because these men pay a peculiarly excellent wor-

ship to him. And knowthis farther, that though I be not of

kintothem by birth, nor one of the same country with them,

yet do I desire these favours to be done them, since all men

are the workmanship of God ; and I am sensible that he is

well-pleased with those that do good. I do, therefore, put

up this petition to thee, to do good to them."

3. When Aristeus was saying thus, the king looked upon

him with a cheerful and joyful countenance, and said, "How

many ten thousands dost thou suppose there are of such as

want to be made free ?" To which Andreas replied, as he

stood by, and said, " A few more than ten times ten thou-

Sand." The king made answer, " And is this a small gift

that thou askest, Äristeus ?" But Sosibius, and the rest that

stood by, said, that " he ought to offer such a thank-offering

as was worthy of his greatness of soul , to that God who had

given him his kingdom." With this answer he was much

pleased, and gave order, that when they paid the soldiers

theirwages, they should lay down [one hundred and] twenty
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drachmas for every one of the slaves. And he promised to

publish a magnificent decree, about what they requested ,

which should confirm what Aristeus had proposed, and es-

pecially what God willed should be done ; wherebyhe said ,

he wouldnot only set those free whohad been led awaycap-

tive by his father, and his army, but those who were in his

kingdom before, and those also, if any such there were, who

hadbeenbrought away since. And whenthey said , that their

redemption money would amount to above four hundred ta-

lents, he granted it. A copy of which decree I have deter-

mined to preserve , thatthe magnanimity of this king maybe

made known. Its contents were as follows : " Let all those

whowere soldiers under our father, and who, when they over-

ran Syria and Phoenicia, and laid waste Judea, took theJews

captives, and made them slaves, and brought them into our

cities, and into this country, and then sold them ; as also all

those that were in my kingdombefore them ; and if therebe

any that have been lately brought thither, be made free by

those that possess them ; and let them accept of [one hun-

dred and] twenty drachmas for every slave. And let the sol-

diers receive this redemption-money with their pay, but the

rest out of the king's treasury ; for I suppose that theywere

madecaptiveswithoutour father's consent, and against equity;

and that their country was harassed by the insolence ofthe

soldiers, and that, by removing them into Egypt,the soldiers

have made a great profit by them. Out of regard, therefore,

tojustice, and out of pity to those who have been tyrannized

over, contrary to equity, I enjoin those that have such Jews

in their service, to set them at liberty, upon the receipt of

the before mentioned sum ; and that no one use any deceit

about them, but obey what is here commanded. And I will

that theygive in their names within three days after the pub-

lication of this edict, to such as are appointed to execute the

same, and to produce the slaves before them also, for I think

* Although this number, 120 drachmas [ of Alexandria, or 60 Jewish

shekels] be here three times repeated, and that in all Josephus' copies,

Greek and Latin, yet since all the copies of Aristeus, whence Josephus

took his relation, have this sum several times, and still as no more than

20 drachmas, or 10 Jewish shekels ; and since the sum ofthe talents, to

be set down presently, which islittle above 460, for somewhat more

than 100,000 slaves,and is nearly the same in Josephus and Aristeus, does

better agree to 20 than to 120 drachmas ; and since the value of a slave

of old was, at the utmost, but 30 shekels, or 60 drachmas, see Exod . xxi.

32, while in the present circumstances of these Jewish slaves, and those

so very numerous, Philadelphus would rather redeemthem at a cheaper

than at a dearer rate, there is great reason to prefer here Aristeus be-
fore Josephus.
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it will be for the advantage of my affairs : and let every one

that will, inform against those that do not obey this decree';

and Iwill that their estates be confiscated into the king's trea-

sury." When this decree was read to the king, it at first

contained the rest that is here inserted, and omitted only

thoseJews thathad formerly been brought, and those brought

afterwards, which had not been distinctly mentioned ; so he

added these clauses out ofhis humanity, and with great gene-

rosity. He also gave order, that the payment, which was

likely to be done in a hurry, should be divided among the

king's ministers, and amongthe officers ofhis treasury. When

this was over, what the kinghad decreed was quicklybrought

to a conclusion ; and this in no more than seven days' time,

the number of the talents paid for the captives being above

four hundred and sixty, and this, because their masters re-

quired the [hundred and ] twenty drachmas forthe children

also, the kinghaving, in effect, commanded, that these should

be paid for, when he said in his decree, that they should re-

ceive the fore-mentioned sum for every slave.

4. Now, when this had been done after so magnificent a

manner, according to the king's inclinations, he gave order

to Demetrius to give him in writing his sentiments concern-

ing the transcribing of the Jewish books ; for no part of the

administration is done rashly bythese kings, but all things are

managed with great circumspection. On which account, I

have subjoined a copy of these epistles, and set down the

multitude ofthe vessels sent as gifts [ toJerusalem,] and the

construction of every one, that the exactness of the artificers'

workmanship, as it appeared to those that saw them, and

which workman made every vessel, may be made manifest,

and this on account of the excellency of the vessels them-

selves. Now, the copy of the epistle was to this purpose :

"Demetrius tothe great king. When thou ,Oking,gavest me

a charge concerning the collection of books that were wanting

to fill your library, and concerning the care that ought to be

taken about such as are imperfect, I have used the utmost

diligence about those matters. And I let you know, that we

wantthe books oftheJewish legislation , with some others ; for

they are written in the Hebrew characters, and being in the

language of that nation, are to us unknown . It hath also hap-

pened to them, that they have been transcribed more care-

lessly than they ought to have been, because they have not

had hitherto royal care taken about them. Now, it is neces-

sary that thou shouldst have accurate copies ofthem. And

indeed this legislation is full of hidden wisdom, and entirely

blameless, as being the legislation of God : for which cause
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it is,as Hecateus ofAbderasays, that the poets andhistorians

make no mention of it, nor of those men who lead their lives

according to it, since it is a holy law, and ought not to be

published by profane mouths. Ifthen it please thee, Oking,

thou mayest write to the high-priest of the Jews, to send six

of the elders out of every tribe, and those such as are most

skilful in the laws, that by their means we may learn the true

and agreeing sense of these books ; and may obtain an ac-

curate interpretation of their contents, and so may have such

a collection of these, as may be suitable to thy desire."

5. When this epistle was sent to the king, he commanded

that an epistle should be drawn up for Eleazer, the Jewish

high-priest, concerning these matters ; and that they should

inform him of the release of the Jews that had been in sla-

very among them. He also sent fifty talents of gold forthe

making of large basins, and vials , and cups, and an immense

quantity of precious stones. He also gave order to those

whohad the custody ofthe chest that contained those stones ,

to give the artificers leave to choose out what sorts ofthem

they pleased. He withal appointed , that one hundred talents

in money should be sent to the temple, for sacrifices and for

other uses. Now, I will give a description of these vessels ,

and the manner of their construction , but not till after I have

set down a copy of the epistle which was written to Eleazer

the high-priest, who had obtained that dignity on the occa-

sion following : when Onias the high-priest was dead, his son

Simon became his successor . He was called " Simon the

Just," because both of his piety toward God, and his kind

disposition to those of his ownnation.* Whenhe was dead .

and had left a young son, who was called Onias, Simon's

brother Eleazer, of whom we are speaking, took the high-

priesthood ; and he it was to whom Ptolemy wrote, and that

inthe mannerfollowing : " King Ptolemy to Eleazerthe high-

priest, sendeth greeting : there were many Jews who now

dwell inmy kingdom , whomthe Persians, when theywere in

power, carried captives. These were honoured by my fa-

ther; some ofthem he placed in the army, and gave them

greater pay than ordinary ; toothers of them, whenthey came

with him into Egypt, he committed his garrisons , and the

guarding of them, that they might be a terror to the Egyp

tians. And when I had taken the government, I treated all

men with humanity, and especially those that are thy fellow-

Wehave here a great encomium of this Simon the Just,the sonof

Onias I. in the fiftieth chapter of Ecclesiasticus, throughthe whole chap-

ter. Nor is it improper to consult that chapter itself upon this occasion

1
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citizens, of whom I have set free above one hundred thou

sand that were slaves, and paid the price of their redemption

totheir masters, out of my own revenues ; and those that are

of a fit age, I have admitted into the number of my soldiers.

And for such as are capable of being faithful to me, and

proper for my court, I have put them in such a post, as

thinking this [kindness done tothem] to be a very great and

an acceptable gift, which I devote to God for his providence
over me. And as I am desirous to do what will be grateful

to these, and to all the other Jews in the habitable earth, I

have determined to procure an interpretation ofyour law, and

to have it translated out of Hebrew into Greek, and to be '

reposited in my library. Thou wilt, therefore, do well to

choose out and send to me menof agood character, who are

now elders in age, and six in number out of every tribe.

These, by their age, must be skilful in laws, and of abilities

to make an accurate interpretation ofthem : and when this

shall be finished, I shall think that I have done a work glo-

rious to myself. And I have sent to thee Andreas,the cap-

tain of my guard, and Aristeus, men whom I have in very

great esteem; by whom I have sent those first fruits which

I have dedicated to the temple, and to the sacrifices, and to

other uses, to the value of one hundred talents. Andifthou

wilt send to us, to let us know what thou wouldst have far-

ther, thou wilt do a thing acceptable to me.

6. When this epistle of the king was brought to Eleazer,

he wrote an answer to it with all the respect possible :

"Eleazer the high-priest, to king Ptolemy, sendeth greet-

ing if thou and thy queen Arsinoe, and thy children be

well, we are entirely satisfied.* Whenwe received thy epis-

tle, we greatly rejoiced at thy intentions and when the

multitude were gathered together, we read it to them, and

made them thereby sensible of the piety thou hast toward

God. We also showed them the twenty vials of gold, and

thirty of silver, and the five large basins, and the table for

the showbread ; as also the hundred talents for the sacri-

fices, and forthe makingwhat shall be needful at the temple.'

Which things, Andreas and Aristeus, those most honoured

friends of thine, have brought us : and truly they are per-

* Whenwe have here, and presently, mention made of Philadelphus'

queen, and sister Arsinoe, we are to remember with Spanheim, that

Arsinoe was both his sister and his wife, according to the old custom of

Persia, and ofEgypt, at this very time ; nay, ofthe Assyrians longafter-

wards. See Antiq. B. xx. c. ii. sec. 1. vol. iv. Whence we have, upon

the coins of Philadelphus, this known inscription, the divine brother
and sister.
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sons of an excellent character, and of great learning, and

worthyofthy virtue. Know then, that we will gratify thee

in what is for thy advantage, though we do whatwe used not

to do before ; for we ought to make a return for the nume-

rous acts of kindness which thou hast done to our country-

men. We immediately, therefore , offered sacrifices forthee

and thy sister, with thy children, and friends ; and the mul-

titude made prayers, that thy affairs may be to thy mind ; and

that thy kingdom may be preserved in peace, and that the

translation of our law may come to the conclusion thou de-

sirest, and be for thy advantage. We have also chosen six

elders out of every tribe, whom we have sent, and the law

with them. It will be thy part, out of thy piety and justice,

to send back the law, when it hath been translated ; and to

return those to us that bring it in safety. Farewell."

7. This was the reply which the high-priest made. But it

does not seem to me to be necessary to set down the names

of the seventy [two] elders, who were sent byEleazer, and

carried the law, which yet were subjoined at the end of the

epistle. However, I thought it not improper to give an ac-

count of those very valuable and artificially contrived ves-

sels which the king sent to God, that all may see how great

a regard the king had for God ; for the king allowed a vast

deal of expenses for these vessels ; and came often to the

workmen, and viewed their works, and suffered nothing of

carelessness or negligence to be any damage to their opera-

tions. And I will relate how rich they were, as well as I am

able, although perhaps the nature of this history may not re-

quire such a description, but I imagine I shall thereby re-

commend the elegant taste and magnanimity of this king to

those that read this history.

8. And first I will describe what belongs to the table. It

was indeed in the king's mindto make this table vastly large

in its dimensions ; but then he gave orders that they should

learnwhat wasthe magnitude ofthe table which was already

at Jerusalem, and how large it was, and whether there were

a possibility of making one larger than it. And when he was

informed how large that was which was already there, and

that nothing hindered but a larger might be made, he said,

that " he was willing to have one made that should be five ,

times as large as the present table, but his fear was, that it

might be then useless in their sacred ministrations by its too

great largeness ; for he desired that the gifts he presented

them, should not only be there for show, but should be use-

ful also in their sacred ministrations." According to which

reasoning, that the former table was made ofso moderate a
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size for use, and not for want of gold, he resolved, that he

would not exceed the former table in largeness, but would

make it exceed it in the variety and elegancy of its materi-

als. And as he was sagacious in observing the nature of all

things , and in having a just notion of what was new and sur-

prising; and where there were no sculptures, he would in-

vent such as were proper by his own skill, and would show

them to the workmen, he commanded that such sculptures,

should now be made, and that those which were delineated

should be most accurately formed, by a constant regard to

their delineation.

9. When, therefore, the workmen had undertaken to make

the table, they framed it in length two cubits [and a half,]

in breadth one cubit, and in height one cubit and a half;

and the entire structure of the work was of gold . They

withal made a crown of a hand-breadth round it, with wave-

work wreathed about it, and with an engraving, imitating a

cord, and was admirably turned on its three parts ; for as

they were of a triangular figure, every angle had the same

disposition of its sculptures, that when youturned them about

the very same form of them was turned about without any

variation. Now that part of the crown-work that was en-

closed under the table, had its sculptures very beautiful , but

that part whichwent round on the outside, was more elabo

rately adorned, with most beautiful ornaments , because it was

exposed tosight, and to the view ofthe spectators : for which

reason it was, that both those sides which were extent above

the rest, were acute, and none of the angles, which we be-

fore told you were,three, appeared less than another, when

the table was turned about. Now into the cord-work thus

turned, were precious stones inserted , in rows, parallel one

to the other, enclosed in golden buttons, which had ouches in

them ; but the parts which were on the side of the crown,

and were exposed to the sight, were adorned with a row of

oval figures obliquely placed, of the most excellent sort of

precious stones, which imitated rods, laid close , and encom-

passed the table round about. But under these oval figures ,

thus engraven, the workmen had put a crown all round it .

where the nature of all sorts of fruit was represented , inso-

much that the bunches of grapes hung up. And when they

had made the stones to represent all the kinds of fruits before

mentioned, and that each in its proper colour, they made

them fast with gold, round the whole table. The like dispo-

sition of the oval figures, and of the engraved rods, was

framed under the crown, that the table might on each side

showthe sameappearance of variety, and elegancy of its or
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naments, so that neither the position of the wave-work, nor

of the crown, might be different, although the table were

turned on the other side, but that the prospect of the same

artificial contrivances might be extended as far as the feet ;

for there was made a plateofgold , four fingers broad, through

the entire breadth of the table, into which they inserted the

feet, and then fastened them to the table by buttons, and but-

ton-holes, at the place where the crown was situate, that so

on what side soever of the table one should stand, it might

exhibit the very same view of the exquisite workmanship,

and of the vast expenses bestowed upon it : but upon the ta-

ble itself, they engraved a meander, inserting into it very

valuable stones in the middle, like stars of various colours ;

the carbuncle and the emerald, each of which sent out agree-

able rays of light to the spectators ; with such stones of other

sorts also as were more curious, and best esteemed , as being

most precious in their kind. Hard by this meander, a tex-

ture ofnet-work ran round it, the middle of which appeared

like a rhombus, into which were inserted rock chrystal, and

amber, which, by the great resemblance of the appearance

they made, gave wonderful delight to those that saw them.

The chapiters of the feet imitated the first buddings oflilies,

while their leaves were bent, and laid under the table, but

so that the chives were seen standing upright within them.

Their bases were made of a carbuncle ; and the place at the

bottom, which rested on that carbuncle, was one palm deep,

and eight fingers in breadth. Now they had engraven upon

it, with a very fine tool, and with a great deal of pains, a

branch of ivy, and tendrils of the vine, sending forth clusters

ofgrapes, that you would guess they were no wise different

from real tendrils ; for they were so very thin, and so very

far extended at their extremities, that they were movedwith

the wind, and made one believe that they were the product

of nature, and not the representation of art. They also

made the entire workmanship ofthe table appear to be three-

fold, while the joints of the several parts were so united to-

gether as to be invisible, and the places were they joined

could not be distinguished. Nowthe thickness of the table

was not less than half a cubit. So that this gift bythe king's

great generosity, by the great value of the materials, and the

variety of its exquisite structure, and the artificers' skill in

imitating nature with graving tools was at length brought to

perfection, while the king was very desirous, that though in

largeness it were not to be different from that which was al-

readydedicated to God, yet that, in exquisite workmanship

and the novelty ofthe contrivances, and in the splendour

Vol. III. 2
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its construction, it should far exceed it, and be more illus-

trious than that was.

10. Nowofthe cisterns of gold, there were two, whose

sculpture was of scale-work, from its basis to its belt-like cir-

cle, with various sorts of stones inchased inthe spiral circles.

Next to which there was upon it a meander of a cubit in

height ; it was composed of stones of all sorts of colours. And

next to this was the rod-work engraven ; and next to that was

a rhombus, in a texture of net-work, drawn out to the brim

of a basin, while small shields, made of stones, beautiful in

their kind, and of four fingers depth, filled up the middle

parts. About the top of the basin were wreathed the leaves

oflilies, and of the convolvulus , and the tendrils of vines, in

a circular manner. And this was the construction ofthe two

cisterns ofgold, each containing two firkins . But those which

were ofsilver were muchmore bright and splendid than look.

ing glasses ; and you might in them see the images that fell

upon them more plainly than in the other. The king also or-

dered thirty vials ; those of which the parts that were ofgold ,

and not filled up with precious stones, were shadowed over

withthe leaves of ivy,and of vines artificially engraven. And

these were the vessels that were, after an extraordinary man-

ner, brought to this perfection, partly by the skill of the

workmen who were admirable in such fine work, but much

more by the diligence and generosity of the king, who not

only supplied the artificers abundantly, and with great gen-

erosity , withwhat they wanted, but he forbade public audi-

ences for the time, and came and stood by the workmen, and

saw the whole operation. And this was the cause why the

workmenwereso accurate intheir performance, because they

had regard to the king, and to his great concern about the

vessels, andso the more indefatigably kept close to thework.

11. And these were what gifts were sent by Ptolemy to Je-

rusalem, and dedicated to God there. But when Eleazer,

the high-priest, had devoted them to God, andhad paid due

respect to those that brought them, and hadgiven thempre-

sents tobe carried to the king,he dismissed them. Andwhen

they were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard that they

were come, and that the seventy elders were come also, he

presently sent for Andreas and Aristeus, his ambassadors,

who came to him, and delivered tohimthe epistle which they

brought him from the high-priest, and made answer to all the

questions he put to themby word of mouth. He then made

haste to meet the elders that came from Jerusalem, for the

interpretation of the laws ;and hegave command, that every

bodywho came on occasions, should be sent away, which
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was a thing surprising, and what he did not use to do, for

those that were drawn thither upon such occasions, used to

come to him on the fifth day, but ambassadors atthe month's

end. Butwhen he had sent those away, he waited for these

that were sent by Eleazer : but as the old men came in with

the presentswhich the high-priest hadgiventhem to bring to

the king, and with the membranes upon which they had their

laws written in golden letters,* he put questions to them

concerning those books ; and when they had taken off the

covers wherein they were wrapt up, they showed him the

membranes. So the king stood admiring the thinness of

those membranes, and the exactness of the junctures ; which

could not be perceived, (so exactly were they connected one

with another ; ) and this he did for a considerable time: He

then said, that he returned them thanks for coming to him,

and still greater thanks to him that sent them : and above all,

to that God whose laws they appeared to be. Then did the

elders, and those that were present with them, cry out with

onevoice, and wished all happiness to the king. Upon which

he fell into tears, bythe violence of the pleasure he had, it

being natural to men to afford the same indications in great

joy that they dounder sorrows. And when he had bid them

deliverthe books tothose that were appointed toreceive them,

he saluted the men ; and said, that it was but just to discourse

in the first place, of the errand they were sent about, and

then to address himself to themselves. He promised, how-

ever, that he would make this day, on which they came to

him, remarkable and eminent everyyear,through the whole

course of his life ; for their coming to him, and the victory

which he gained over Antigonus by sea, proved to be onthe

verysame day. He alsogave orders that they should sup with

him; and gave it in charge, thatthey should have excellent

lodgings provided for them in the upper part of the city.
12. Nowhe that was appointed to take care ofthe recep-

tion of strangers , Nicanor by name, called for Dorotheus,

whose duty it was to make provision for them, and bid him

prepare for every one of them what should be requisite for

their diet, and way of living. Which thing was ordered by

the king after this manner ; he took care that those that be-

longed to every city, which did not use the same way of

living, that all things should be prepared forthem according

to the custom of those that came to him, that being feasted

The Talmudists say,that it is not lawful to write the law in letters

of gold, contraryto this certain and veryancient example. See Hudson's
and Reland's notes here.
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1

according to the usual method of their own way of living,

they might be the better pleased, and might not be uneasy

at any thing done to them, from which they were naturally

averse. And this was now done in the case of these men

byDorotheus, who was put into this office , because of his

great skill in such matters belonging to common life ; forhe

took care of all such matters as concerned the reception of

strangers, and appointed them double seats forthemto sit on,

according asthe king had commanded him todo ; for he had

commanded that half oftheir seats should be set at his hand,

and the other half behind his table, and took care that no

respect should be omitted, that could be shown them. And

whenthey were thus set down, he bid Dorotheus to minister

to all those that were come to him from Judea, after the

manner they used to be ministered to : for which cause, he

sent away their sacred heralds, and those that slew the sa-

crifices, and the rest that used to say grace : but called to

one of those that were come to him, whose name was El-

eazer, who was a priest, and desired him to say grace :

who then stood in the midst of them, and prayed, " That

all prosperity might attend the king, and those that were his

subjects."* Upon which an acclamation was made bythe

whole company withjoy, and a great noise ; and when that

was over, they fell to eating their supper, and to the enjoy-

ment of what was set before them. And at a little interval

afterwards, when the king thought a sufficient time had been

interposed, he began to talk philosophically to them, andhe

asked every one of them a philosophical question, and such

a one as might give light in those inquiries : and when they

had explained all the problems that had been proposed by

the king, about every point, he was well pleased with their

answers. This took upthe twelve days in which they were

treated ; and he that pleases may learn the particular ques-

tions in that book of Aristeus, wrote on this very occasion.

* This isthe most ancient example I have met with, of a grace, or

short prayer, or thanksgiving, before meat ; which, as it used to be said

bya heathen priest was now said by Eleazer, a Jewish priest, who

was one of these seventy-two interpreters. The next example I have

met with, is that ofthe Essenes, Ofthe War, B. ii. c. viii. sec. 5, vol. v.

both before and after it ; those of our Saviour before it, Mark viii. 6,

John vi. 11 , 13, and St. Paul, Acts xxvii. 35; and a form of such a grace

or prayer for Christians, at the end of the fifth book of the Apostolical

Constitutions, which seems to have been intended for both times, both

before and after meat.

+ They were rather political questions and answers, tending tothe

good and religiousgovernment ofmankind.
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13. Andwhile not the king only, but the philosopher Me-

nedemus also admired them, and said , " that all things were

governed byProvidence ; and that it was probable that thence

it was that such force orbeauty was discovered in these men's

words," they then left off asking any more such questions.

But the king said, that he had gained very great advanta-

ges by theircoming, for that he hadreceived this profit from

them, that he had learned howhe ought to rule his subjects.

And he gave order, that they should have every one three ta-

lentsgiventhem ; and that those that were to conduct them to

their lodging should do it. Accordingly, when three days

were over, Demetrius took them, and went over the cause-

way seven furlongs long : it was a bank in the sea to an

island. And when they had gone over the bridge, he pro-

ceeded to the northern parts, and showed them where they

should meet, which was in a house which was built nearthe

shore, and was a quiet place, and fit for their discoursing to-

gether about their work. Whenhe hadbrought them thither,

he entreated them, (now they had all things about them

which they wanted for the interpretation of their law,) that

they would suffer nothing to interrupt them in their work.

Accordingly, they made an accurate interpretation, with

great zeal, and great pains ; and this they continued to do

till the ninth hour of the day ; after whichtime, they relaxed

and took care of their body, while their food was provided

for them in great plenty , besides, Dorotheus, at the king's

command, brought them a great deal of what was provided

for the king himself. But,in the morning,they came to the

court and saluted Ptolemy, and then went away totheir for-

mer place, where, when they had washed their hands, and

purified themselves, they betook themselves tothe interpre-

tation of the laws.* Now when the law was transcribed,

and the labour of interpretation was over, which came to its

conclusion in seventy-two days , Demetrius gathered all the

Jews together to the place where the laws were translated,

and where the interpreters were, and read them over. The

multitude did also approve of those elders that were the in-

terpreters ofthe law. They withal commended Demetrius

for his proposal, as the inventor of what wasgreatly for their

* This purification of the interpreters, by washing in the sea, before

they prayed to God, every morning, and beforethey set about translat-

ing, may be compared with the like practice of Peter the apostle, in

therecognitions of Clement, B. iv. c . iii. and B. v. c. xxxvi. and wir

the places ofthe Proseuchae, or of prayer, which were sometimes built

near the sea or rivers also. Of which matter, see Antiq. B. xiv. c. x..

sec. 23, vol. iii, and Acts xvi. 13, 16.

2*VOL. III.
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happiness ; andthey desired, that he would give leave to

their rulers also to read the law. Moreover, they all, both

the priests, and the ancientest of the elders, and the princi-

pal men of their commonwealth, made it their request, that

since the interpretation was happily finished, it might con-

tinue in the state it now was, and might not be altered . And

when they all commended that determination of theirs , they

enjoined, that if any one observed either any thing super-

fluous, or any thing omitted, that he would take a view of it

again, and have it laid before them, and corrected ; which

was a wise action of theirs , that when the thing wasjudged

to have been well done, it might continue for ever.

66

14. So the king rejoiced, whenhe saw that his design of

this nature was brought to perfection, to so great advantage ;

and he was chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read to

him ; and was astonished at the deep meaning and wisdom

of the legislator. And he began to discourse with Deme-

trius, " How it came to pass, that when this legislation was

so wonderful, no one,either ofthe poets, or ofthe historians,

had made mention of it." Demetrius made answer, that

no one durst be so bold as to touch upon the description of

these laws, because they were divine and venerable ; and

because some that had attempted it , were afflicted by God."

He also told him, that " Theopompus was desirous of writ-

ing somewhat about them, but was thereupon disturbed in

his mind for above thirty days' time ; and upon some inter-

mission of his distemper, he appeased God [by prayer, ] as

suspecting that his madness proceeded from that cause.

Nay, indeed, he farther saw a dream, that this distemper

befel him while he indulged too great a curiosity about di-

vine matters, and was desirous of publishing them among

common men ; but that when he left off that attempt, he re-

covered his understanding again. Moreover, he informed

him of Theodectes, the tragic poet, concerning whom it was

reported, that when, in a certain dramatic representation, he

was desirous to make mention of things that were contained

in the sacred books, he was afflicted with a darkness in his

eyes; and that upon his being conscious of the occasion of

his distemper, and appeasing God [by prayer,] he was freed

from that affliction.

23

15. And when the king had received these books from

Demetrius, as we have said already, he adored them ; and

gave order, that great care should be taken of them , that

theymight remain uncorrupted. He also desired, that the

interpreters would come often to him out ofJudea, and that

both on account of the respects that he would pay them, and
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on account ofthe presents he would make them ; for, he said,

" It was now but just to send them away, although if, oftheir

own accord, they would come to him hereafter, they should

obtain all that their own wisdom might justly require, and

what his generosity was able to give them." So he thensent

them away ; and gave to every one of them three garments

of the best sort, and two talents of gold, and a cup of the

value of one talent, and the furniture of the room wherein

they were feasted. And these were the things he presented

to them. But by them he sent to Eleazer the high-priest,

ten beds, with feet of silver, and the furniture to them be-

longing, and a cup of the value of thirty talents ; and be-

sides these, ten garments, and purple, and a very beautiful

crown, and a hundred pieces of the finest woven linen ; as

also vials, and dishes, and vessels for pouring, and two gold

en cisterns, to be dedicated to God. He also desired him ,

by an epistle, that he would give these interpreters leave ,

if any of them were desirous of coming to him, because he

highly valued a conversation with men of such learning, and

should be very willing to lay out his wealth upon such men.

And this was what came to the Jews, and was much to their

glory and honour, from Ptolemy Philadelphus.

CHAPTER III.

HOW THE KINGS OF ASIA HONOURED THE NATION OF THE

JEWS, AND MADE THEM CITIZENS OF THOSE CITIES WHICH

THEY BUILT .

1. THE Jews also obtained honours from the kings of Asia

whenthey became their auxiliaries ; for Seleucus Nicator

made them citizens in those cities which he built in Asia,

and in the lower Syria, and in the metropolis itself, Antioch,

and gavethem privileges equal to those of the Macedonians

and Greeks, who were the inhabitants, insomuch that these

privileges continue to this very day: an argument for which

you have in this, that whereas the Jews do not make use of

oil* prepared by foreigners, they receive a certain sum of

* The use of oil was much greater, and the donatives of it much more

valuable in Judea, and the neighbouring countries, than it is among us.

It was also in the days ofJosephus, thought unlawful for Jewsto make

use of any oil that was prepared by heathens, perhaps on account of

some superstitions intermixed with its preparation by those heathens.

When therefore, the heathens were to make them a donative ofoil, they

paid them money instead of it. See Of the War, B. ii. c. xxi. sec. 2,

vol. v. the life of Josephus, sec. 13, vol. iv. and Hudson's note on the

place before us.
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money from the proper officers belonging totheir excises, a

the value would have deprived them of, in the last war, Mu

canus, whowas then president of Syria, preserved it to them.

And when the people of Alexandria and of Antioch did,

after that, at the time that Vespasian and Titus,his son,go-

verned the habitable earth, pray, that these privileges of

citizens might be taken away, they did not obtain their re-

quest. In which behaviour any one may discern the equity

and generosity of the Romans, especially of Vespasian and

Titus, who, although they had been at a great deal of pains

in the war against the Jews, and were exasperated against

them because they did not deliver up their weapons to them,

but continued the war to the very last, yet did not they take

away any of their forementioned privileges belonging to

them as citizens , but restrained their anger ; and overcame

the prayers of the Alexandrians and Antiochians, who were

a very powerful people, insomuch that they did not yield to

them, neither out of their favour to these people, nor out of

their old grudge at those whose wicked opposition they had

subdued in the war : nor would they alter any of the ancient

favours granted to the Jews, but said, that those who had

borne arms against them, andfought them, had suffered pun-

ishment already, and that it was not just to deprive those

that had not offended, of the privileges they enjoyed. *

2. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was of the like dis-

position toward the Jews : for when the people of Ionia

were very angry at them, and besought Agrippa, that they

and they only, might have those privileges of citizens which

Antiochus, the grandson of Seleucus, (who bythe Greeks

was called the God,) had bestowed on them and desired,

that ifthe Jews were to be joint partakers with them, they

might be obliged to worship the gods they themselves wor

shipped : but when these matters were brought to the trial,

the Jews prevailed, and obtained leave to make use oftheir

own customs, and this under the patronage of Nicolaus of

Damascus ; for Agrippa gave sentence, that he could not

innovate. And if any one hath a mind to know this matter

accurately, let him peruse the hundred and twenty-third,

and hundred and twenty-fourth book of the history of this

* This and the like greatand just characters ofthe justice and equity

and generosity ofthe old Romans, both to the Jews and other conquer

ed nations, affords us a very good reason why Almighty God, upon the

rejection of the Jews for their wickedness, chose them for his people,

and first established Christianity in that empire. Ofwhich matter, see

Josephus here, sec. 2, as also Antiq. B. xiv. c. x. sec. 22, 23, B. xvi. c.

A. sec. 4, vol. iii.

1



OF THE JEWS. 21

Nicolaus. Now, as to the determination of Agrippa, it is

not so much to be admired, for at that time,our nation had

not made war against the Romans : but one may well be

astonished at the generosity of Vespasian and Titus, that after

so great wars and contests which they had from us, they

should use such moderation. But I will now return to that

part ofmy history, whence I made the present digression.

3. Now it happened that in the reign of Antiochus the

Great, who ruled over all Asia, that the Jews, as well as the

inhabitants of Cœlosyria, suffered greatly, and their land was

sorely harassed : for while he was at war with Ptolemy Phi-

lopator, and with his son, who was called Epiphanes, it fell

out, that these nations were equally sufferers, both when he

was beaten, and when he beat the other : so that they were

very like to a ship in a storm, which is tossed by the waves

on both sides ; and just thus were they in their situation ,in

the middle ,between Antiochus' prosperity, and its change to

adversity. But at length , when Antiochus had beaten Pto-

lemy,he seized uponJudea : and when Philopator was dead,

his son sent out a great army under Scopas, the general of

his forces, against the inhabitants of Celosyria, who took

many of their cities, and particularly our nation ; which,

when he fell upon them, went over to him. Yet it was not

long afterwards when Antiochus overcame Scopas, in a battle

fought at the fountains ofJordan, and destroyed a great part

ofhis army. But afterwards , when Antiochus subdued those

cities of Colosyria which Scopas had gotten into his posses-

sion, they went over to him, and received him into the city

[Jerusalem, ] and gave plentiful provision to all his army, and

to his elephants, and readily assisted him when he besieged

the garrison which was in the citadel at Jerusalem. Where-

fore , Antiochus thought it butjust to requite the Jews ' dili-

gence and zeal in his service : so he wrote to the generals of

his armies, and to his friends , and gave testimony to the good

behaviour ofthe Jews toward him, and informed them what

rewards he had resolved to bestow onthem for that their be-

haviour. I will set down presently the epistles themselves,

which he wroteto the generals concerning them, but will first

produce the testimony of Polybius of Megalopolis ; for thus

does he speak, in the sixteenth book of his history : "
Now

Scopas, the general of Ptolemy's army, went in haste to the

superior parts of the country, and in the winter-time over-

threw the nation of the Jews. He also saith , in the same

book, that when Scopas was conquered by Antiochus, An-

tiochus received Batanea, and Samaria, and Abila, and Ga-

dara ; and that, a while afterwards, there came in to him
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those Jews that inhabited near that temple which was called

Jerusalem: concerning which, although I have more to say,

and particularly concerning the presence of God about that

temple, yet do I put off that history till another opportu-

nity.'" This it is which Polybius relates. But we will re-

turn to the series of the history, when we have first produced

the epistles of king Antiochus.

66
KING ANTIOCHUS TO PTOLEMY , SENDETH GREETING :

" Since the Jews upon our first entrance on their country,

demonstrated their friendship toward us ; and whenwe came

to their city [Jerusalem] received us in a splendid manner,

and came to meet us with their senate, and gave abundance

ofprovision to our soldiers, and to the elephants, and joined

with us in ejecting the garrison of the Egyptians that were

in the citadel, we have thought fit to reward them, and to

retrieve the condition of their city, which hath been greatly

depopulated by such accidents as have befallen its inhabi-

tants,andto bring those that have been scattered abroad back

to the city. And, in the first place, we have determined, on

account of their piety toward God, to bestow on them, as a

pension, for their sacrifices of animals, that are fit for sacri-

fice, for wine, and oil, and frankincense, the value oftwenty

thousand pieces of silver, and [six ] sacred artabræ of fine

flour, with one thousand four hundred and sixty medimni of

salt. And these payments I would have fully paid them , as

I have sent orders toyou I would also have the work about

the temple finished, and the cloisters, and if there be any

thing else that ought to be rebuilt. And for the materials of

wood, let it be brought them out of Judea itself, and out of

the other countries, and out of Libanus, tax free ; and the

same Iwould have observed as to those other materials which

will be necessary, in order to render the temple more glo-

rious. And let all of that nation live according to the laws

of their own country : and let the senate, and the priests,

and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred singers, be dis-

charged from poll-money , and the crown tax , and other taxes

also. And that the city may the sooner recover its inhabi-

tants, I grant discharge from taxes for three years to its pre-

sent inhabitants ; and to such as shall come to it, until the

month Hyperberetæus . We also discharge themfor thefu

ture from a third part of their taxes, that the losses they have

sustained may be repaired. And all those citizens that have

been carried away, and are become slaves, we grant them,

and theirchildren, their freedom ; and give order that their

substance be restored to them.”
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4. And these were the contents of this epistle. He also

published a decree, through all his kingdom, in honourofthe

temple, which contained what follows : " It shall be lawful

for no foreigner to come within the limits of the temple

Found about; which thing is forbidden also tothe Jews, unless

to those who, according to their own custom, have purified

themselves. Nor let any flesh of horses or of mules, or of

asses, be brought into the city, whether they be wild, or

tame ; nor that of leopards, or foxes, or hares ; and, in

general, that of any animal which is forbidden for the Jews

to eat. Nor let their skins be brought into it ; nor let any

such animal be bred up in the city. Let them only be per-

mitted to use the sacrifices derived from their forefathers,

withwhich theyhave beenobliged to make acceptable atone-

ments to God. And he that transgresseth any of these or-

ders, let him pay to the priests three thousand drachmas of

silver." Moreover, this Antiochus bare testimony to our

piety, and fidelity, in an epistle of his, written when he was

nformed of a sedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at which time

he was in the superior provinces, wherein he commanded

Keuxis,the general ofhis forces, and his most intimate friend,

lo send some of our nation of Babylon into Phrygia. The

epistle was this :

4 KING ANTIOCHUS TO XEUXIS, HIS FATHER, SENDETH GREET-

ING :

" If you are in health, it is well. I also am in health.

Having been informed that a sedition is arisen in Lydia and

Phrygia , I thought that matter required great care: and upon

advising with my friends what was fit to be done, it has been

thought proper to remove two thousand families of Jews,

with their effects , out of Mesopotamia and Babylon, unto the

castles and places that lie most convenient; for I am per-

suaded that they will be well disposed guardians of our pos-

sessions , because of their piety toward God, and because I

know that my predecessors have borne witness to them, that

they are faithful, and, with alacrity, do whatthey are desired

to do. I will, therefore, though it be alaborious work, that

thou remove these Jews ; under a promise that they shall be

permitted to use their ownlaws. And when thou shalt have

brought them to the places forementioned, thou shalt give

every one of their families a place for building their houses,

and a portion of land for their husbandry, and for the planta-

tion oftheir vines ; and thou shalt discharge them from pay-

ing taxes of the fruits of the earth for ten years ; and let

them have a proper quantity of wheatfor the maintenance of
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their servants until they receive bread-cornout ofthe earth :

also let a sufficient share be given unto such as minister to

them in the necessities of life , thatby enjoying the effects of

our humanity, they may show themselves the more willing

and ready about our affairs. Take care likewise of that na-

tion, as far as thou art able, that theymay not have any dis-

turbance given them by any one." Now,these testimonials

which I have produced, are sufficient to declare the friend-

ship that Antiochus the Great bare to the Jews.

CHAPTER IV.

HOW ANTIOCHUS MADE A LEAGUE WITH PTOLEMY ; AND HOW

ONIAS PROVOKED PTOLEMY EVERGETES TOANGER ; AND HOW

JOSEPH BROUGHT ALL THINGS RIGHT AGAIN, AND ENTERED

INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM ; AND WHAT OTHER THINGS

WERE DONE BY JOSEPH , AND HIS SON HYRCANUS.

1. AFTER this, Antiochus made a friendship and a league

with Ptolemy ; andgave him his daughter Cleopatra to wife,

and yielded up to him Cœlosyria, and Samaria, and Judea,

and Phoenicia, by way ofdowry. And upon the division of

the taxes between the two kings, all the principal men

farmed the taxes of their several countries, and collecting

the sum that was settled for them, paid the sumto the [two]

kings. Now at this time the Samaritans were in a flourish-

ing condition, and much distressed the Jews, cutting offparts

of their land, and carrying off slaves. This happened when

Onias was high-priest ; for after Eleazer's death, his uncle

Manasseh took the priesthood, and after he had ended his

life , Onias received that dignity. He was the son of Simon,

who was called the " Just ," which Simon was the brother

of Eleazer, as I said before. This Onias was one of a little

soul, and a great lover of money ; and for that reason, be-

cause he did not pay that tax of twenty talents of silver,

which his forefathers paid to these kings out of their own

estates, he provoked king Ptolemy Evergetes to anger, who

was the father of Philopator. This Evergetes sent an am-

bassador to Jerusalem, and complained that Onias did not

pay his taxes, and threatened, that if he did not receive them,

he would seize upon their land, and send soldiers to live upon

it. Whenthe Jews heard this message of the king's, they

were confounded : but so sordidly covetous was Onias, that

nothing ofthis nature made him ashamed.

2. There was now one Joseph,young in age, but ofgreat.

reputation among the people of Jerusalem forgravity, pru
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dence, and justice. His father's name was Tobias, and his

mother was the sister of Onias the high-priest, who informed

him of the coming of the ambassador ; for he was then so-

journing at a village named Phicol,* where he was born.

Hereupon he came to the city [ Jerusalem,] and reproved

Onias for not taking care of the preservation of his country-

men, but bringing the nation into dangers, bynot payingthis

money. For which preservation of them, he told him, he

had received the authority over them, and had been made

high-priest but that, in case he was so great a lover of

money as to endure to see his country in danger on that ac-

count, and his countrymen suffer the greatest damages, he

advised him to go to the king, and petition him to remit

either the whole, or a part ofthe sum demanded. Onias ' an-

swerwas this, that he did not care for his authority, and that

he was ready, if the thing were practicable, to lay down his

high-priesthood : and that he would not go to the king, be-

cause he troubled not himself at all about such matters. Jo-

seph then asked him, if he would not give him leave to go

ambassador on behalf of the nation ? He replied, that he

would give him leave. Upon which Joseph went up into

the temple; and called the multitude together to a congre-

gation, and exhorted them notto be disturbed , nor affrighted,

because of his uncle Onias' carelessness, but desired them

tobe at rest, and not to terrify themselves with fear about it ;

for he promised them, that he would be their ambassadorto

the king, and persuade him, that they had done him no

wrong. And when the multitude heard this, they returned

thanks to Joseph. So he went down from the temple, and

treated Ptolemy's ambassador in a hospitable manner. He

also presented him with richgifts ; and feastedhim magnifi-

cently for many days, and then sent him tothe king before

him, and told him, that he would soon follow him ; for he

was now more willing to go to the king, by the encourage-

ment of the ambassadors, who earnestly persuaded himto

come into Egypt ; and promised him, that he would take care

that he should obtain every thing that he desired of Ptolemy,

for he washighly pleased with his frank and liberal temper,

and with the gravity of his deportment.

3. When Ptolemy's ambassador was come into Egypt, he

told the king of the thoughtless temper of Onias ; and in-

* The name ofthis place, Phicol, is the very same with that ofthe

chiefcaptain ofAbimelech's host, in the days of Abraham , Gen xxi. 22,

and might possibly be the place of that Phicol's nativity or abode ; for

it seemsto have been inthe south part of Palestine, as that was.

Vol. III. 3
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formedhim of the goodness of the disposition of Joseph ; and

that he was coming to him, to excuse the multitude, as not

having done him any harm, for that he was their patron. In

short,he was sovery large in his encomiums upon theyoung

man,that he disposed both the king, and his wife Cleopatra,

to have a kindness for him before he came. So Joseph sent

to his friends at Samaria, and borrowed money of them ; and

got ready what was necessary for his journey, garments and

cups, and beasts for burden, which amountedto about twenty

thousand drachmas, went to Alexandria. Now it happened,

that at this time, all the principal men and rulers went up

out of the cities of Syria and Phoenicia, to bid for their taxes ;

for everyyear the king sold them tothe men of the greatest

power in every city. Sothese men sawJoseph journeying

on the way, and laughed at him for his poverty and mean-

ness. But whenhe came to Alexandria , and heard that king

Ptolemy was at Memphis, he went up thither to meet with

him ; which happened as the king was sitting in his chariot,

with his wife and with his friend Athenion, who was the very

person who had been ambassador at Jerusalem , and been

entertained by Joseph. As soon, therefore, as Athenionsaw

him, he presently made him known to the king, how good

and generous a young man he was. So Ptolemy saluted him

first, and desired him to come up into his chariot ; and as Jo-

seph sat there, he began to complain of the management of

Onias. To which he answered, forgive him on account of

his age, for thou canst not certainly be unacquainted withthis,

that old men and infants have their minds exactly alike ; but

thou shalt have from us, who are young men, every thing

thou desirest, and shalt have nocause to complain. With this

goodhumour and pleasantry ofthe young man, the king was

so delighted, that he began already, as though he had long

experience of him, to have a still greater affection for him,

insomuch that he bade him take his diet inthe king's palace ,

and be a guest at his own table every day. But whenthe

kingwas come to Alexandria, the principal men of Syria saw

him sitting with the king, and were much offended at it.

4. And when the day came on which the king was to let

the taxes of the cities to farm, and those that were the prin-

cipal men ofdignity in their several countries wereto bid for

them, the sum of the taxes together, of Colosyria and Phoe

nicia, and Judea, with Samaria, [as they were bidden for ,]

came to eight thousand talents. Hereupon Joseph accused

the bidders, as having agreed together to estimate the value

of the taxes at too low a rate ; andhe promised that he would

himself give twice as much for them ; but for those whodid
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notpay, he wouldsend the king hometheirwhole substance :

for this privilege was sold together with the taxes themselves.

The kingwas pleased to hear that offer ; and because it aug-

mented his revenues, he said , he would confirm the sale of

the taxes to him. But then he asked him this question , whe-

ther he had any sureties that would be bound for the pay-

ment ofthe money ? he answered very pleasantly , I will give

suchsecurity, and those of persons good and responsible, and

which you shall have no reason to distrust. And when he

bid him name them, who they were, he replied, I give thee

no other persons, O king, for my sureties, than thyself, and

this thy wife and you shall be security for both parties. So

Ptolemy laughed at the proposal, and granted him the farm-

ing of the taxes without any sureties . This procedure was

a sore grief to those that came from the cities into Egypt ;

whowere utterly disappointed : and they returned every one

to their own country with shame.

:

5. But Joseph took with him two thousand foot soldiers

from the king ; for he desired he might have some assistance,

in order to force such as were refractory in the cities to pay.

And borrowing of the king's friends at Alexandria five hun-

dred talents, he made haste back into Syria. And when he

was at Askelon, and demanded their taxes of the people of

Askelon, they refused to pay any thing ; and affronted him

also upon which he seized upon about twenty of the prin-

cipal men, and slew them, and gathered what they had to-

gether, and sent it all to the king ; and informed him ofwhat

he had done Ptolemy admired at the prudent conduct ofthe

man, and commended him for what he had done ; and gave

him leave to do as he pleased. When the Syrians heard of

this they were astonished ; and having before them a sad ex-

ample in the men of Askelon that were slain, they opened

their gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and paid their

taxes. Andwhen the inhabitants of Scythopolis attempted to

affront him, and would not pay him those taxes which they

formerly used to pay, without disputing about them, he slew

also the principal men of that city and sent their effects to

the king. Bythis means he gathered great wealth together,

and made vast gains by this farming of the taxes ; and he

made use of what estate he had thus gotten, in order to sup-

port his authority, as thinking it a piece of prudence to keep

what had been the occasion and foundation of his present

good fortune ; and this he did by the assistance of what he

was already possessed of, for he privately sent many presents

to the king, and to Cleopatra, and to their friends, and to all

that were powerful about the court, and thereby purchased

their good-will to himself.
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6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two years;

and was become the father of seven sons by one wife ; he

had also another son, whose name was Hyrcanus, by his

brother Solymius' daughter, whom he married on the fol-

lowingoccasion. He once came toAlexandria with his brother,

who had along with him a daughter already marriageable , in

order to give her in wedlock to some of the Jews of chief

dignity there. He then supped with the king ; and falling in

love with an actress, that was of great beauty, and came into

the room where they feasted , he told his brother of it, and

entreated him, because a Jew is forbidden by their law to

come near to a foreigner, to conceal his offence and to be

kind and subservient to him, and to give him anopportunity

of fulfilling his desires. Upon which his brother willingly

entertained the proposal of serving him , and adorned his own

daughter, and brought her to him by night, and put her into

his bed. And Joseph, being disordered with drink, knew not

whoshe was, and so lay with his brother's daughter ; and this

he did many times, and loved her exceedingly ; and said to

his brother that he loved this actress so well, that he should

run the hazard of his life [ ifhe must part with her, ] and yet

probably the king would not give him leave [ to take her with

him.] But his brother bid him be in no concern about that

matter, and told him he might enjoy her whom he loved

without any danger, and might have her for his wife : and

opened the truth of the matterto him, and assured him that

he chose rather to have his own daughter abused, than to

overlook him, and see him come to [public] disgrace. SoJo-

seph commended him for his brotherly love, and married his

daughter and by her begat a son whose name was Hyr-
canus, as we said before. And when this his youngest son

showed, at thirteen years old, a mind that was both cour-

ageous and wise, and was greatly envied by his brethren, as

being of a genius much above them, and such a one as they

might well envy, Joseph once had a mind to know which of

his sons had the best disposition to virtue, and when be sent

them severally to those that had then the best reputationfor

instructing youth, the rest of his children, by reason of

their sloth, and unwillingness to take pains, returned to him

foolish and unlearned. After them he sent out the youngest,

Hyrcanus ; andgave him threehundred yoke ofoxen, and bid

himgo two days' journey into the wilderness, and sow the

land there, and yet kept back privately the yokes of oxen

that coupled them together. When Hyrcanus came to the

place, and found he had no yokes with him, he contemned

the drivers of the oxen, who advised him to send someto his

father, to bring them some yokes ; but he thinking that he
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ought not to lose his time, while they should be sentto bring

him the yokes, he invented a kind of stratagem, and what

suited an elder age than his own ; for he slew ten yoke of

the oxen, and distributed their flesh amongthe labourers, and

cut their hides into several pieces, and made himyokes , and

yoked the oxen together with them ; by which means he

sowed as much land as his father had appointed him to sow,

and returned to him. And when he was come back, his father

was mightily pleased with his sagacity, and commended the

sharpness of his understanding, and his boldness in what he

did. And he still loved him the more, as if he were his only

genuine son, while his brethren were much troubled at it.

7. But when one told him, that Ptolemy had ason just

born, and that all the principal men of Syria, and the other

countries subject to him were to keep a festival, on account

of the child's birthday, and went away in haste with great

retinues to Alexandria, he was himself indeed hindered from

going by old age, but he made trial of his sons ,
whether any

of them wouldbe willing to go to the king. And when the

elder sons excused themselves from going, and said, they

werenot courtiers good enough for such conversation and ad-

vised him to send their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly heark-

ened to that advice ; and called Hyrcanus, and asked him ,

whether he could go to the king ? and whether it was agree.

able to him to go or not ? And upon his promise that he

would go, and his saying that he should not want much

money for his journey, because he would live moderately;

and that ten thousand drachmas would be sufficient , he was

pleased with his son's prudence. After a little while, the

son advised his father not to send his presents to the king

from thence, but to give him a letter to his steward at Alex-

andria, thathe might furnish him with money, for purchasing

what should be most excellent and most precious. So he,

thinking that the expenses of ten talents would be enough for

presents to be made the king, and commending his son as

giving him good advice, wrote to Arion his steward, that

managed all his money-matters at Alexandria ; which money

was not less than three thousand talents on his account, for

Joseph sent the money he received in Syria to Alexandria .

And when the day appointed for the payment of the taxes

to the king came, he wrote to Arion to pay them. So when

the son had asked his father for a letter to this steward, and

had received it, he made haste to Alexandria. And when

he was gone, his brethren wrote to all the king's friends , that

they should destroy him.

Vol. III. 3*
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8. But when he was come to Alexandria, he delivered his

letter to Arion, who asked him, how many talents he would

have ? (hoping he would ask for no more than ten, or a little

more,) he said, he wanted a thousand talents. At whichthe

steward was angry, and rebuked him, as one that intended

to live extravagantly ; and he let him know how his father

had gathered together his estate by pains-taking, and re-

sisting his inclinations, and wished him to imitate the ex-

ample of his father : he assured him withal, that he would

give him but ten talents, and that for a present to the king

also. The son was irritated at this, and threw Arion into

prison. But when Arion's wife had informed Cleopatra of

this, with her entreaty, that she would rebuke the child for

what he had done , ( for Arion was in great esteem withher,)

Cleopatra informed the king of it. And Ptolemy sent for

Hyrcanus, and told him, that "he wondered, when he was

sent to himby his father, that he had not yet come into his

presence, but had laid the steward in prison.' Andhegave

order, therefore, that he should come to him , and give an

account of the reason of what he had done. And they re-

port, that the answer he made to the king's messenger was

this : that "there was a law of his that forbade a child that

was born, to taste of the sacrifice before he had been atthe

temple, and sacrificed to God. According to which way of

reasoning, he did not himself come to him , in expectation of

the present he was to make to him, as to one who had been

his father's benefactor ; and that he had punished the slave

fordisobeying his commands, for that it mattered not, whether

a master was little or great : so that unless we punish such

as these, thou thyselfmayest also expect to be despised by

thy subjects." Upon hearing this his answer, he fella laugh-

ing, and wondered at the great soul of the child.

99

9. When Arion was apprized that this was the king's dis-

position, and that he had nowayto help himself,hegave the

child a thousand talents, and was let out of prison. So after

three days were over, Hyrcanus came and saluted the king

and queen. They saw him with pleasure ; and feasted him

in an obliging manner, out of the respect they bare to his

father. So he came to the merchants privately, and bought

one hundred boys that had learning, and were in the flower

of their ages, each at a talent a-piece ; as also he boughtone

hundred maidens, each at the same price as the other. And

when he was invited to feast with the kingamongthe princi-

pal men of the country, he sat down the lowest of them all,

because he was little regarded, as a child in age still ; and

this by those who placed every one according to their dig-
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ity. Now, when all those that sat with him had laid the

bones of the several parts on a heap before Hyrcanus, (for

theyhad themselves takenawaythe fleshbelonging to them,)

till the table where he sat was filled full with them, Trypho,

who was the king's jester, and was appointed for jokes and

laughter at festivals, was now asked by the guests, that sat

at table, [ to expose him to laughter. ] So he stood by the

king, and said," Dost thou not see, my Lord, the bones that

liebyHyrcanus? Bythis similitude thou mayest conjecture

that his father made all Syria as bare as he hath made these

bones." And the king laughing at what Trypho said, and

asking ofHyrcanus, " Howhe came to have so many bones

before him ?" He replied, "Very rightfully, my Lord:

for they are dogs that eat the flesh and the bones together,

as these thy guests have done, ( looking in the mean time at

those guests,) for there is nothing before them ; butthey are

men that eat the flesh and cast awaythe bones, as I , who am

also a man, have now done." Upon whichthe king admired

at his answer, whichwas so wisely made ; and bid them all

make an acclamation, as a mark of their approbation ofhis

jest,which was truly a facetious one. On the next day,

Hyrcanus went to every one of the king'sfriends, and of the

men powerful at court, and saluted them ; but still inquired

of the servants what present they would make the king on

his son's birth-day ? And when some said, that theywould

give twelve talents, and that others of greater dignity would

every one give according to the quantity of their riches, he

pretended to every one of them to be grieved, that he was

not able to bring so large a present, for that he had nomore

than five talents . And whenthe servants heard what he said,

they told their masters ; and they rejoiced in the prospect

that Joseph would be disapproved, and would makethe king

angry,bythe smallness of his present. Whentheday came,

the others, even those that brought the most, offered the king

not above twenty talents ; but Hyrcanus gave to every one

of the hundred boys, and hundred maidens, that he had

bought, a talent a-piece, for them to carry, and introduced

them, the boys to the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra ;

every body wondering at the unexpected richness of the pre-

sents, even the king and the queen themselves. He also pre-

sented those that attended about the king with gifts, to the

value ofa great number of talents, that he might escape the

danger he was in from them ; forto those it was that Hyrca-

nus' brethren had written to destroy him. Now Ptolemy

admired atthe young man's magnanimity ; and commanded

himto askwhat gift he pleased. But he desired nothing else
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to be done for him by the king, than to write to his father,

and brethren, about him. So when the king had paid him

very great respects, and had given him very large gifts, and

had written to his father and his brethren, and all his com-

manders, and officers, about him, he sent him away. But,

when his brethren heard that Hyrcanus had received such

favours from the king, and was returning home with great

honour, they went out to meet him, and to destroy him, and

that withthe privity of their father ; for he was angry at him

for the [ large] sum ofmoney that he bestowed for presents,

and so had no concern for his preservation. However, Jo-

seph concealed the angerhe had for his son, out of fear of

the king. And when Hyrcanus' brethren came to fight him ,

he slew many others of those that were with them ; as also

two of his brethren themselves, but the rest ofthem escaped

to Jerusalem to their father. But when Hyrcanus came to

the city, where nobody would receive him , he was afraid for

himself, and retired beyond the river Jordan, and there

abode but obliging the barbarians to pay their taxes.

10. At this time Seleucus, who was called Soter, reigned

overAsia, being the son of Antiochus the Great And [now]

Hyrcanus' father Joseph died. He was a good man, and

of great magnanimity ; and brought the Jews out of a state

of poverty and meanness , to one that was more splendid.

He retained the farm of the taxes of Syria, and Phoenicia,

and Samaria, twenty-two years. His uncle also, Onias, died

[about this time,] and left the high-priesthood to his son Si-

mon. And when he was dead , Onias his son succeeded him

in that dignity. To him it was that Areus, king of the La-

cedæmonians, sent an embassage, with an epistle ; the copy

whereofhere follows :

AREUS, KING OF THE LACEDÆMONIANS , TO ONIAS , SENDETH

GREETING :

"We have met with a certain writing, whereby we have

discovered, that both the Jewsand the Lacedæmonians are of

one stock, and are derived from the kindred of Abraham :*

*Whence it coines that these Lacedæmonians declare themselves here

to be of kin to the Jews, as derived from the same ancestor, Abraham,

I cannot tell, unless, as Grotius supposes, they were derived from the

Dores that cameof Pelasgi. These are by Herodotus, called barbarians ;

and perhaps were derived fromthe Syrians and Arabians, the posterity

of Abraham by Keturah. See Antiq . B. xvi. c. x. sec. 22. vol. iii. and

Ofthe War, B. i . c. xxvi. sec. 1 , vol. v. and Grot. on 1 Maccab. xii. 7.

We mayfurther observe from the recognitions of Clement, that Eliezer

of Damascus, the servant ofAbraham, Gen. xv. 2, and xxiv. was ofold

by sometaken for his son. So that if the Lacedaemonians were sprung
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it is but just, therefore, that youwho are our brethren, should

send to us about any of your concerns as you please. We

will also do the same thing, and esteem your concerns as our

own ; and will look upon our concerns as in common with

yours. Demoteles, who brings you this letter, will bring

your answer back to us. This letter is four square ; andthe

seal is an eagle, with a dragon in his claws.'

11. And these were the contents of the epistle which was

sent from the king of the Lacedæmonians. But upon the

death of Joseph, the people grew seditious, on account of

his sons for whereas the elders made war against Hyrca-

nus, who was the youngest of Joseph's sons, the multitude

was divided, but the greater part joined with the elders in

this war ; as did Simon the high-priest, by reason he was kin

to them. However, Hyrcanus determined not to return to

Jerusalem any more, but seated himselfbeyond Jordan ; and

was at perpetual war with the Arabians, and slew many of

them , and took many of them captives. He also erected a

strong castle, and built it entirely of white stone to the very
roof; and had animals of a prodigious magnitude engraven

upon it. He also drew round it a great and deep canal of

water. He also made caves of many furlongs in length, by

hollowing a rock that was over against him ; and then made

large rooms in it, some for feasting, and some for sleeping,

and living in. He introduced also a vast quantity of waters

which ran along it, and which were very delightful and or-

namental in the court. But still he made the entrances at

the mouth of the caves so narrow, that no more than one per-

son could enter by them atonce : and the reason why he built

them after this manner was a good one ; it was for his own

preservation, lest he should be besieged by his brethren, and

run the hazard of being caught by them. Moreover, he built

courts ofgreater magnitude than ordinary, whichhe adorned

with vastly large gardens. And when he had brought the

place to this state, he named it Tyre. This place is between

Arabia and Judea, beyond Jordan, not far fromthe country

of Heshbon. And he ruled over those parts forseven years,

from him, theymight think themselves to be ofthe posterity ofAbraham,

as well as the Jews, who were sprung from Isaac. And perhaps this

Eliezer of Damascus is that very Damascus, whom Trogus Pompeius,

as abridged byJustin, makes the founder of the Jewish nation itselt,

though he afterwards blunders, and makes Azelus, Adores, Abraham,

and Israel, kings of Judea, and successors to this Damascus. It may

not be improper to observe farther, that Moses Chorenensis, in his his-

tory of the Armenians, informs us, that the nation ofthe Parthians was

also derived from Abraham, by Keturah, and her children .
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even all the time that Seleucus was king of Syria. But when

he was dead, his brother Antiochus, who was called Epiph-

anes, took the kingdom. Ptolemy also, the king of Egypt,

died, who was besides called Epiphanes. He left two sons,

and bothyoung in age ; the elder ofwhich was called Philo-

meter, and theyounger Physcon. As for Hyrcanus, when

he saw that Antiochus had a great army, and feared lest he

should becaught by him, and brought to punishment for what

he had done to the Arabians, he ended his life , and slewhim-

selfwith his own hand : while Antiochus seized upon all his

substance.

CHAPTER V.

HOW, UPON THE QUARRELS OF THE JEWS, ONE AGAINST AN-

OTHER, ABOUT THE HIGH-PRIESTHOOD, ANTIOCHUS MADE AN

EXPEDITION AGAINST JERUSALEM, TOOK THE CITY AND PIL-

LAGED THE TEMPLE, AND DISTRESSED THE JEWS : AS ALSO

HOW MANY OF THE JEWS FORSOOK THE LAWS OF THEIR

COUNTRY : AND HOW THE SAMARITANS FOLLOWED THE

CUSTOMS OF THE GREEKS , AND NAMED THEIR TEMPLE AT

MOUNT GERIZZIM, THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER Hellenius.

;

1. ABOUT this time, upon the death of Onias, the high-

priest, they gave the high-priesthood to Jesus, his brother

for that son which Onias left (or Onias IV. ) was yet but an

infant ; and, in its proper place, we will inform the reader of

all the circumstances that befell this child. Butthis Jesus,

who was the brother of Onias, was deprived of the high-

priesthood by the king, who was angry with him, and gave it

to his younger brother, whose name also was Onias, for Si-

inon had these three sons, to each of which the priesthood

came, as we have already informed the reader.** This Je-

* We have hitherto had but a few ofthose many citations where Jo-

sephus says, that he had elsewhere formerly treated of many things, of

which yet his present books have not a syllable. Our commentators

have hitherto been able to give no tolerable account of these citations,

which are far too numerous, and that usually in all his copies, both Greek

and Latin, to be supposed later interpolations, which is almost all that!

has been hitherto said uponthis occasion. What I have to say farther

is this, that we have but very few of these references before, and very

many in and after the history of Antiochus Epiphanes : and that Jose-

phus' first book, the Hebrew or Chaldee, as well as the Greek history of

the Jewish War, long since lost, began with that very history, so that

the references are most probably made to that edition of the Seven

Books oftheWar. See several other examples, besides those in the two
sections before us, Antiq. B. xiii. c. ii. sec. 1 , 4. vol. iii. and c . iv . sec.

6, 8. c. v. sec. 6, 11 , c. viii. sec. 4. and c, xiii. sec. 4, 5. and Antiq. B.

viii. c. ii . sec. v. vol. iv.
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sus changed his nameto Jason ; but Onias was called Mene-

laus. Nowas the former high-priest Jesus, raised a sedition

against Menelaus , who was ordained after him,the multitude

were divided between them both. And the sons of Tobias

took the partof Menelaus , but the greater part of the people

assisted Jason ; and by that means Menelaus, and the sons

of Tobias were distressed , and retired to Antiochus , and in-

formed him, that they were desirous to leave the laws oftheir

country, and the Jewish way of living according to them,

and tofollowthe king's laws, and the Grecian way ofliving ;

wherefore they desired his permission to build them a Gym-

nasium* at Jerusalem. And when he had given them leave,

they also hid the circumcision of their genitals, that even

whenthey were nakedthey might appear to be Greeks . Ac-

cordingly, they left off all the customs that belonged to their

owncountry, and imitated the practices of other nations.

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable situation of the af

fairs of his kingdom, resolved to make an expedition against

Egypt, both because he had a desire to gain it , and because

he contemned the sons of Ptolemy, as now weak, and not

yet of abilities to manage affairs of such consequence ; so

he came with great forces to Relusium, and circumvented

Ptolemy Philometer by treachery, and seized upon Egypt.

He then came to the places about Memphis ; and when he

had taken them , he made haste to Alexandria in hopes of

taking it by siege , and of subduing Ptolemy, who reigned

there. But he was driven not only from Alexandria, but out

of all Egypt, by the declaration of the Romans, who charged

him to let that country alone ; according as I have elsewhere

formerly declared. I will now give a particular account of

what concerns this king, howhe subdued Judea andthe tem-

ple ; for in my former work I mentioned those things very

briefly, and have, therefore, now thought it necessary to go

over that history again, and that with great accuracy.

3. King Antiochus returning out of Egypt, for fear ofthe

Romans, made an expedition against the city of Jerusalem ;

* This word Gymnasium, properly denotes a place where the exer-

cises were performed naked, which, because it would naturally distin-

guish circumcised Jews from uncircumcised Gentiles, these Jewish apos-

tates endeavoured to appear uncircumcised, by means of a chirurgical

operation, hinted at by St Paul, 1 Cor. vii. 18, and described by Celsus,

B. vii. c. xxv. as Dr. Hudson here informs us.

+ Hereabout Josephus begins to follow the first book of the Macca-

bees, a most excellent and most authentic history ; and accordingly, it

is here, with great fidelity and exactness, abridged by him : between

whose present copies there seem to be fewer variations, than in any

other sacred Hebrew book of the Old Testament whatsoever, (for this
1
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and whenhe was there, in the hundred and forty-third year

ofthe king ofthe Selucida, he took the city without fighting,

those of his party opening the gates to him. And when he

had gotten possession of Jerusalem, he slew many of the

opposite party; and when he had plundered it of a great

deal ofmoney, he returned to Antioch.

4. Now it came to pass, after two years, in the one hundred

and forty andfifth year, onthe twenty-fifth day ofthat month

which is by us called Chasleu, and by the Macedonians

Appelleus, in the hundred and fifty-third Olympiad, thatth

king came up to Jerusalem, and pretending peace, he got

possession of the city by treachery ; at which time he spared

not so much as those that admitted him into it, on account of

the riches that lay in the temple ; but led by his covetous

inclination, (for he saw there was in it a great deal ofgold,

and many ornaments that had been dedicated to it of very

great value,) and in order to plunder its wealth, he ventured

to break the league he had made. So he left the temple

bare ;andtook awaythe golden candlesticks, and the golden

altar [ of incense, ] and table [of showbread,] and the altar

[of burnt-offerings ; ] and did not abstain from even the vails

whichwere made of fine linen and scarlet. He also emptied

it from its secret treasures, and left nothing at all remaining ;

and bythis means cast the Jews into great lamentations, for

he forbade them to offer those daily sacrifices which they

used to offerto God, according to the law. Andwhen he had

pillaged the whole city, some of the inhabitants he slew,

and some he carried captive , together with their wives and

children, so that the multitude of those captives that were

taken alive, amounted to about ten thousand. He also burnt

down the finest buildings ; and when he had overthrown

the city walls, he built a citadel* in the lower part of the

city, for the place was high and overlooked the temple, on

which account, he fortified it withhigh walls and towers, and

book also was originally written in Hebrew,) which is very natural,

because it was written so much nearer to the times of Josephus than

the rest were.
* This citadel, ofwhich we have such frequent mention inthe follow-

ing history, both in the Maccabees, and in Josephus, seems to have been

acastle built on a hill, lower than Mount Zion, though upon its skirts,

and higher than Mount Moriah, but between them both ; which hill the

enemies of the Jews now got possession of, and built on it this citadel,

and fortified it, till a good while afterwards the Jews regained it, demo-

lished it, and levelled the hill itself with the common ground, that their

enemies might no more recover it, and might thence overlook the tem-

ple itself, and do them such mischief as they had long undergone from

it. Antiq. B. xiii c . vi. sec. 6.
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put into it a garrison of Macedonians. However, in that cita-

del dwelt the impious and wicked part ofthe [Jewish] multi-

tude, from whom it proved that the citizens suffered many
and sore calamities. And when the king had built an idol

altar upon God's altar, he slew swine upon it, and so offered

a sacrifice neither according to the law, nor the Jewish re-

ligious worship in that country. He also compelled them to

forsake the worship which they paid their own God, and to

adore thosewhomhe took to be gods : and made them build

temples, and raise idol altars in every city and village, and

offer swine upon them every day. He also commandedthem

not to circumcise their sons, and threatened to punish any

that should be found to have transgressed his injunction. He

also appointed overseers who should compel them to do what

he commanded. And indeed many Jews there were who

complied with the king's commands, either voluntarily, or

out of fear of the penalty that was denounced : but the best

men, and those of the noblest souls, did not regard him, but

did pay a greaterrespect tothe customs oftheir country, than

concern as to the punishmentwhich he threatened to the dis-

obedient ; onwhich account, they every day underwent great

miseries, and bitter torments, for they were whipped with

rods, andtheir bodies were tornto pieces, and were crucified,

while they were still alive , and breathed : they also stran-

gledthose women, and their sonswhom they had circumcised,

as the king had appointed, hanging their sons about their

necks, as they were upon the crosses. And if there were

anysacred book ofthe lawfound, it was destroyed, and those

with whomthey were found miserably perished also.

5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews under these suffer

ings, they nolonger confessed that they were oftheir kindred,

nor that the temple onmount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty

God. This was according totheir nature, as we have already

shown. And they now said, that they were a colony of the

' Medes and Persians: and indeed they were a colony oftheirs.

Sothey sent ambassadors to Antiochus andan epistle ; whose

contents are these : " To king Antiochus thegod, Epiphanes,

a memorial from the Sidonians who live at Shechem. Our

forefathers, upon certain frequent plagues, and as following a

certain ancient superstition, had a custom of observing that

day, which, by theJews, is called the Sabbath.* Andwhen

theyhad erected a temple at the mountain called Gerizzim ,

* This allegation of the Samaritans is remarkable, that though they

were not Jews, yet did they, from ancient times, observe the Sabbath-

day, and as they elsewhere pretend, the Sabbatic year also. Antiq. B.

xii. c. vii. sec. 6.

Vol. III.
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though without a name, they offered upon itthe proper sacri-

fices. Now upon the just treatment of these wicked Jews,

those that manage their affairs, supposing that we were of kin

tothem, and practised as they do, make us liableto thesame

accusations, although we be originally Sidonians, as is evident

from the public records. We, therefore, beseech thee, our

benefactor and saviour, to give order to Apollonius the go-

vernor of this part of the country, and to Nicanor the procu-

rator of the affairs , to give us no disturbance , nor to lay to

our charge what the Jewsare accused for , since we are aliens

from their nation , and from their customs ; but let our tem-

ple, which at present hath no name at all , be named the tem-

ple of Jupiter Hellenius. Ifthis were once done , we should

be no longer disturbed , but should be the more intent on our

own occupation with quietness, and so bring in a greater re-

venue to thee." When the Samaritans had petitioned for

this , the king sent them back the following answer, in an

epistle : " King Antiochus to Nicanor. The Sidonians , who

live at Shechem, have sent me the memorial enclosed .

When therefore we were advising with our friends , about it,

the messengers sent bythem, represented to us, that they are

noway concerned with accusations which belong to theJews,

but chose to live after the customs of the Greeks. Accord-

ingly we declare them free from such accusations , and order,

that , agreeably to their petition, their temple be named the

temple of Jupiter Hellenius." He also sent the like epistle

to Apollonius, the governor of that part of the country, in

the forty- sixth year, and the eighteenth day of the month

Hecatombeon.

CHAPTER VI.

HOW, UPON ANTIOCHUS' PROHIBITION TO THE JEWS TO MAKE

USE OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, MATTATHIAS, THE

SON OF ASMONEUS , ALONE DESPISED THE KING, AND OVER-

CAME THE GENERALS OF ANTIOCHUS ' ARMY : AS ALSO CON-

CERNING THE DEATH OF MATTATHIAS, AND THE SUCCES-

SION OF JUDAS.

1. Now at this time there was one whose name was Mat-

tathias, who dwelt at Modin, the son of John, the son of

Simon, the son of Asmoneus, a priest of the order ofJoarib,

and a citizen of Jerusalem. He had five sons, John, who

was called Gaddis, and Simon, who was called Matthes, and

Judas, who was called Maccabeus,* and Eleazer, who was

That this appellation ofMaccaba was not first ofall given toJudas

Maccabeus, nor was derived from any initial letters of the Hebrew

words on his banner,Mi Kamoka Be Elem, Jehovah? Who is like unto
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called Auran, and Jonathan, who was called Apphus . Now

this Mattathias lamented to his children, the sad state oftheir

affairs, and the ravage made in the city, and the plundering

of the temple, and the calamities the multitude were under ;

and he told them, it was better for them to die for the laws

of their country, than to live so ingloriously as they then did.

2. But when those that were appointed by the kingwere

come to Modin, that they might compel the Jews to dowhat

they were commanded , and to enjoin those that were there

to offer sacrifice , as the king had commanded, they desired

that Mattathias, a person of the greatest character among

them , both on other accounts, and particularly on account of

such a numerous, and so deserving a family of children,

would begin the sacrifice , because his fellow-citizens would

follow his example, and because such a procedure would

make himhonoured bythe king. But Mattathias said, “ He´

would not do it ; and that if all the other nations would obey

the commands of Antiochus, either out of fear, or to please

him, yet would not he, nor his sons, leave the religious wor-

ship of their country.' But as soon as he had ended his

speech, there came one of the Jews into the midst of them,

and sacrificed, as Antiochus had commanded. At which Mat-

tathias hadgreat indignation, and ran upon him violently, with

his sons, who had swords with them, and slew both the man

himselfthat sacrificed , and Apelles the king's general, who

compelled them to sacrifice, with a few of his soldiers . He

also overthrew the idol altar ; and cried out, " If," said he,

any one be zealous for the laws of his country, and for the

worship ofGod, let him follow me. And when he had said

this, he made haste into the desert , with his sons , and left all

his substance inthe village. Many others did the same also,

and fled with their wives and children into the desert, and

dwelt in caves. But when the king's generals heard this,

they took all the forces they then had inthe citadel atJeru-

salem, and pursued the Jews into the desert ; and whenthey

had overtaken them, they, in the first place, endeavoured to

persuade them to repent, and to choose what was most fo:

their advantage, and not to putthem to the necessity of using

them according to the law of war. But when they would

not comply with their persuasions, but continued to be ofa

different mind,they fought against them onthe Sabbath-day ;

thee amongthe Gods, OJehovah ? Exod. xv. 11 , as the modern Rabbins

vainly pretend, see Authent. Rec part i. p. 205, 206. Only we may

note, bythe way, that the original name of these Maccabees, and their
posterity was Asmoneans ; which was derived from Asmoneus, the great

grandfatherofMattathias, as Josephus here informs us,

6-6
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and they burnt them, as they were in the caves, without re-

sistance, and without so much as stopping up the entrances

ofthe caves. And they avoided to defend themselves on that

day, because they were not willing to break in upon the ho-

nour they owed the Sabbath, even in such distress ; for our

law requires that we rest upon that day. There were about

one thousand, with their wives and children, who were smo-

thered, and died in these caves ; but many ofthose that es-

caped, joined themselves to Mattathias, and appointed him

to be their ruler, who taught them to fight even on the Sab-

bath-day ; and told them, that " unless they would do so,

they would become their own enemies, by observing the law

[so rigorously,] while their adversaries would still assault

them onthis day, andthey would not thendefend themselves,

and that nothing could then hinder, but they must all perish

without fighting." This speech persuaded them. And this

rule continues among us to this day, that, if there be a ne-

cessity,we may fight onSabbath-days. So Mattathias got a

great army about him, and overthrew their idol altars, and

slew those that broke the laws, even all that he could get

under his power, for many of them were dispersed among

the nations round about them for fear of him. He also com-

manded, that those boys which were not yet circumcised ,

should be circumcised now; and he drove those away that

were appointed to hinder such their circumcision.

3. But when he had ruled one year, and was fallen into a

distemper, he called for his sons, and set them round about

him, and said, “ O my sons, I am going the way of all the

earth , and I commend toyoumy resolution, and beseech you

not to be negligent in keeping it, but to be mindful of the de-

sires of him that begat you, and brought you up, and to pre-

serve the customs of your country, and to recover your an

cient form ofgovernment, which is in danger of being over-

turned, and not to be carried away with those that, eitherby

their own inclination, or out of necessity, betray it, but to be-

come such sons as are worthy of me ; to be above all force,

? and necessity, and so to dispose your souls, as to be ready,

when it shall be necessary, to die for your laws, as sensible

of this by just reasoning, that ifGod see that you are so dis-

posed he will not overlook you, but will have a great value

for yourvirtue, and will restore to you again what you have

lost, and will return to you that,freedom in which you shall

live quietly, and enjoy yourown customs. Your bodies are

mortal, and subject to fate, but they receive a sort ofimmor-

tality by the remembrance ofwhat actions they have done

And I would have you so in love with this immortality, that
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youmay pursue after glory ; and that, when you have un-

dergone the greatest difficulties, you may not scruple for

such things to lose your lives. I exhort you especially to

agree one with another ; and in what excellence any one of

you exceeds another, to yield to him so far, and by that

means to reapthe advantage of every one's own virtues. Do

you then esteem Simon as your father, because he is a man

of extraordinary prudence, and be governed by him in what

counsels he gives you. Take Maccabeus for the general of

your army, because of his courage and strength, for he will

avenge your nation, and will bring vengeance on your ene-

mies. Admit among you the righteous and religious, and

augment their power.'

4. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to his sons, and

had prayed to God to be their assistant, and torecoverto the

people their former constitution, he died a little afterwards,

and was buried at Modin ; all the people making great la-

mentation for him. Whereupon, his son Judas took upon

him the administration of public affairs , in the one hundred

forty and sixth year : andthus by the ready assistance of his

brethren, and of others, Judas cast their enemies out of his

country, and put those of their own country to death who

had transgressed its laws, and purified the land of all the

pollutions that were in it .

CHAPTER VII.©

HOW JUDAS OVERTHREW THE FORCES OF APOLLONIUS AND

SERON, AND KILLED THE GENERALS OF THEIR ARMIES

THEMSELVES AND HOW WHEN A LITTLE AFTERWARDS

LYSIAS AND GORGIAS WERE BEATEN, HE WENT UP TO JERU-

SALEM, AND PURIFIED THE TEMPLE.

1. WHEN Apollonius, the general of the Samaritan forces

heard this , he took his army,and made haste to go against

Judas ; who met him, and joined battle with him, and beat

him , and slew many of his men, and among them Apollonius

himself, their general, whose sword being that which he hap-

pened then to wear, he seized upon, and kept for himself;

but he wounded more than he slew, and took a great deal

of prey from the enemies' camp, and went his
way.. But

when Seron, who was general ofthe armyof Coelosyria, heard

that many had joined themselves to Judas, and that he had

abouthim anarmy sufficient for fighting, and for making war

he determined to make an expedition against him, as think-

ing it became him to endeavour to punish those that trans-

Vol. III.
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gressedtheking's injunctions. He thengot together an army,

as large as he was able, and joined it to the runagate and

wicked Jews, and came against Judas. He came as far as

Bethoron, a village of Judea, and there pitched his camp ;

upon which Judas met him ; and when he intended togive

him battle, he saw that his soldiers were backward to fight,

because their number was small, and because they wanted

food, forthey were fasting, he encouraged them, and said to

them, that " victory and conquest of enemies is not derived

from the multitude in armies, but in the exercise of piety

toward God ; and that they had the plainestinstances in their

forefathers, who by their righteousness, and exerting them-

selves on behalf of their own laws, and their own children ,

had frequently conquered many ten thousands ; for inno-
cence is the strongest army. By this speech he induced

his men to contemn the multitude of the enemy, and to fall

upon Seron. And uponjoining battle with him, he beatthe

Syrians ; and when their general fell among the rest, they

all ran away with speed, as thinking that to be their best

way of escaping. So he pursued them unto the plain, and

slew about eight hundred of the eneiny, but the rest escaped

to the region which lay near to the sea.

99

2. When king Antiochus heard of these things , he was

very angry at what had happened : so he got together all his

own army, with many mercenaries whom he had hiredfrom

the islands, and took them with him, and prepared to break

into Judea, about the beginning of the spring. But when,

upon his mustering his soldiers , he perceived that his trea-

sures were deficient, and there was a want of money inthem,

for all the taxes were not paid, by reason of the seditions

there had been among the nations, he having been so mag-

nanimous and so liberal , that what he had was not sufficient

for him, he therefore resolved first to go into Persia, and

collect the taxes of that country. Hereupon he left one,

whose name was Lysias, who was in great repute with him,

governor ofthe kingdom , as far as the bounds of Egypt, and

of the Lower Asia, and reaching from the river Euphrates,

and committed to him a certain part of his forces, and of his

elephants ; and charged him to bring up his son Antiochus

with all possible care, until he came back; and that he should

conquer Judea, and take its inhabitants for slaves, and ut-

terly destroy Jerusalem, and abolish the whole nation. And

when king Antiochus had given these things in charge to Ly-

sias, he went into Persia : and in the one hundred and forty-

seventh year, he passed over Euphrates, and went up tothe

superior provinces.
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3. Upon which Lysias chose Ptolemy, the son of Dory-

menes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias, very potent men among

the king's friends, and delivered to them forty thousandfoot

soldiers, and seven thousand horsemen, and sent them against

Judea, who came as far asthe city Emmaus, and pitched their

camp inthe plain country. There came also to them aux-

iliaries out of Syria, and the country round about ; as also

many ofthe runagate Jews. And besides these, came some

merchants to buy those that should be carried captives,

(having bonds withthem to bind those that should be made

prisoners, ) with that silver and gold which they were to pay

for their price. And when Judas saw their camp, and how

numerous their enemies were, he persuaded his own soldiers

to be of good courage ; and exhorted them to place their

hopes of victory in God, and to make supplication to him,

according to the custom of their country , clothed in sack-

cloth ; and to show what was their usual habit of supplica-

tion in the greatest dangers, and thereby prevail with God

to grantyou victory over your enemies So he sat them in

their ancient order of battle , used by their forefathers, under

their captains of thousands, and other officers ; and dis-

missed such as were newly married, as well as those that

had newly gained possessions, that they might not fight in a

cowardly manner, out of an inordinate love of life, in order to

enjoy those blessings . When he had thus disposed his sol-

diers, he encouraged them to fight, by the following speech,

which he made to them: "O my fellow-soldiers , no other

time remains more opportune than the present for courage,

and contempt of dangers ; for ifyou nowfight manfully, you

may recover your liberty, which as it is a thing of itself

agreeable to all men, so it proves to be to us much more de-

sirable, by its affording us the liberty of worshipping God.

Since, therefore , you are in such circumstances at present,

that you must either recover that liberty, and so regain a

happy and blessed way of living , which is that according to

our laws, and the customs of our country, or submit to the

most opprobrious sufferings ; nor will any seed of your na-

tion remain, if you be beat in this battle. Fight, therefore,

manfully ; and suppose that you must die though you donot

fight. But believe , that besides such glorious rewards as

those of the liberty of your country, of your laws, of your

religion, you shall then obtain everlasting glory. Prepare

yourselves,therefore, and put yourselves into such an agree-

able posture, that you may be ready to fight with the enemy,

as soon as it is day to-morrow morning.'
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4. And this was the speech which Judas made to encour◄

age them. But when the enemy sent Gorgias, with five thou-

sand foot, and one thousand horse, that he might fall upon

Judas by night, and had for that purpose certain of the run-

agate Jews, as guides, the son of Mattathias perceived it,

and resolved to fall upon those enemies that were in the

camp, nowtheir forces were divided. When they had, there-

fore, supped in good time, and had left many fires in their

camp, he marched all night to those enemies that were at

Emmaus; so that when Gorgias found no enemy in theircamp,

but suspected that they were retired, and had hidden them-

selves amongthe mountains, he resolved to go and seek them

wheresoever they were. But about break of day, Judas ap-

peared to those enemies that were at Emmaus, with only

three thousand men, and those ill-armed, by reason of their

poverty; and when he saw the enemy very well, and skil-

fully fortified in their camp, he encourged the Jews, and told

them , that " they ought to fight, though it were with their

naked bodies, for that God had sometimes of old given men

such strength, and that against such as were more in num-

ber, andwere armed also, out of regard to their great cour-

age." So he commanded the trumpeters to sound for the

battle and by thus falling upon the enemies when theydid

not expect it, and thereby astonishing and disturbing their

minds, he slew many of those that resisted him, and went on

pursuing the rest as far as Gadara , and the plains ofIdumea ,

and Ashdod and Jamnia : and of these there fell about three

thousand. Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers not to be too

desirous of the spoils, for that still they must have a contest

and a battle with Gorgias, and the forces that were with him;

but thatwhenthey had once overcome them, then they might

securely plunder the camp , because they were the only ene-

mies remaining, and they expected no others. And just as

he was speaking to his soldiers, Gorgias' men looked down

into that army which they left in their camp, and saw that it

was overthrown and their camp burnt, for the smoke that

arose from it showed them, evenwhenthey were a great way

off, what had happened. When, therefore, those that were

with Gorgias understood that things were in this posture,

and perceived that those that were with Judas were readyto

fight them, they also were affrighted and put to flight ; but

then Judas, as thoughhe had already beaten Gorgias' sol-

diers without fighting , returned and seized on the spoils.

He took agreat quantity ofgold, and silver, and purple, and

blue, and then returned home with joy, and singing hymns
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to Godfor their good success, for this victory greatly con-

tributed to the recovery of their liberty.

5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the defeat of the

army which he had sent, and the next year he got together

sixty thousand chosen men. He also took five thousand

horsemen, and fell upon Judea ; and he went up to the hill

country at Bethshur, a village ofJudea, and pitched his camp

there, where Judas met him with ten thousand men : and

whenhe saw the great number ofhis enemies, he prayed to

God, that he would assist him, and joined battle with the

first of the enemy that appeared, and beat them, and slew

about five thousand ofthem, and thereby became terrible to

the rest ofthem. Nay, indeed, Lysias, observing the great

spirit of the Jews, how they were prepared to die rather

than lose their liberty, and being afraid of their desperate

way of fighting, as if it were real strength, he took the rest

of the army back with him, and returned to Antioch, where

he listed foreigners into the service, and prepared to fall upon

Judea with a greater army.

6. When, therefore, the generals ofthe armies of Antiochus

had been beaten so often, Judas assembled the people toge

ther, and told them, that "after these many victories which

God had giventhem, they ought to go up to Jerusalem, and

purifythe temple, and offerthe appointed sacrifices." But

as soon ashe, with the whole multitude, was come to Jerusa-

lem, and found the temple deserted, and its gates burnt

down, and plants growing in the temple of their own accord,

on account of its desertion, he, and those that were with him,

began to lament, and were quite confounded at the sight of

the temple ; so he chose out some of his soldiers, and gave

them order to fight against those guards that were in the ci-

tadel, until he should have purified the temple. When,

therefore, he had carefully purged it, and had brought in new

vessels, the candlestick, the table [of showbread, ] and the

altar [ of incense, ] which were made of gold, he hung up the

vails at the gates, and added doors to them. He also took

down the altar [of burnt-offering, ] and built a new one, of

stones that he gathered together, and not of such as were

hewn with iron tools. So on the five and twentieth day of

the month Casleu, which the Macedonians call Apelleus, they

lighted the lamps that were on the candlestick, and offered

incense upon the altar [of incense,] and laid the loaves upon

the table [of showbread, ] and offered burnt-offerings upon

the new altar [of burnt-offerings. ] Now it so fell out, that

these things were done on the very same day on which their

divine worship had fallen off, and was reduced to a profane
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and common use after three years' time ; for so it was, that

the temple was made desolate by Antiochus, and so contin-

ued for three years. This desolation happened to the tem-

ple in the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twenty-fifth

dayof themonth Apelleus, and inthe hundred fifty and third

Olympiad ; but it was dedicated anew, onthe same day, and

twenty-fifth of the month Apelleus, in the hundred and for-

ty-eighth year, and in the hundred and fifty-fourth Olym-

piad. And this desolation came to pass according to the pro-

phecy of Daniel, which was given four hundred and eight

years before ; for he declared, that the Macedonians would

dissolve that worship [ for some time. ]

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restorationof

the sacrifices of the temple for eight days ; and omitted no

sort of pleasure thereon : but he feasted them upon very rich

and splendid sacrifices ; and he honoured God, and delighted

them, by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad

at the revival of their customs, when, after a long time of

intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the freedom

of their worship, that they made it a law for their posterity,

that they should keep a festival on account of the restoration

oftheirtemple worship, for eight days. And from that time

to this, we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights . I sup-

pose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our hopes

appeared to us ; and that thence was the name given to that

festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city :

and reared towers of great height against the incursions of

enemies ; and set guards therein. He also fortified the city

Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any dis

tresses that might come from our enemies.

CHAPTER VIII.

HOW JUDAS SUBDUED THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT ; AND HOW

SIMON BEAT THE PEOPLE OF TYRE AND PTOLEMAIS ; AND

HOW JUDAS OVERCAME TIMOTHEUS, AND FORCED HIM TO

FLY AWAY, AND DID MANY OTHER THINGS, AFTER JOSEPH

AND AZARIAS HAD BEEN BEATEN.

1. WHEN these things were over, the nations round about

the Jews were very uneasy at the revival of their power,

and rose up together , and destroyed many ofthem , as gain-

ing advantage over them, by laying snares for them, and

making secret conspiracies against them. Judas made per-

petual expeditions against these men, and endeavoured to

restrain them from those incursions, and to prevent the mis-

chiefs they did to the Jews. So he fell upon the Idumeans,
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the posterity ofEsau, at Acrabattene, and slew a great ma-

ny of them, and took their spoils. He also shut upthesons

of Bean, that laid wait for the Jews ; and he sat down about

them, and besieged thein, and burnt their towers, and de-

stroyed the men [that were in them. ] After this he went

thence in haste againstthe Ammonites, who had a great and

a numerous army ; ofwhich Timotheus was the commander.

And when he had subdued them , he seized on the city Jazer,

and took their wives and their children captives, and burnt

the city, andthen returned into Judea. But whenthe neigh-

bouring nations understood that he was returned, theygot to-

gether in great numbers in the land of Gilead, and came

against those Jews that were at their borders, who then fled

to the garrison of Dametha ; and sent to Judasto inform him,

that Timotheus was endeavouring to take the place whither

theyhad fled. And as these epistles were reading,there came

other messengers out of Galilee , who intormed him, that the

inhabitants of Ptolemais, and of Tyre, and Sidon, and stran-

gers ofGalilee , were gotten together.

2. Accordingly, Judas. upon considering what was fit to

be done, with relation to the necessity both these cases re-

quired , gave order that Simon his brother should take three

thousand chosen men, and go to the assistance of the Jewsin

Galilee, whilehe, and another ofhis brothers,Jonathan, made

haste into the land of Gilead with eight thousand soldiers .

And he left Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and Azarius, to be

over the rest ofthe forces ; and charged them to keep Judea

very carefully, and to fight no battles with any persons

whomsoever, until his return. Accordingly, Simon went into

Galilee, and fought the enemy, and put them to flight, and

pursued themto the very gates of Ptolemais, and slew about

three thousand of them ; and took the spoils of those that

were slain, and those Jews whom they had made captives ,

with their baggage : and then returned home.

3. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brother Jona-

than, they passed over the river Jordan ; and when they

had gone three days ' journey, they light upon the Nabate-

ans, who came to meet them peaceably, and who told them

how the affairs of those in the land of Gilead stood ; and

how many of them were in distress, and driven into garri-

sons, and into the cities of Galilee and exhorted him to

make haste and go against the foreigners, and to endeavour

to save his own countrymen out of their hands. To this ex-

hortation Judas hearkened, and returned into the wilderness ,

and, in the first place, fell upon the inhabitants of Bosor,

and took the city, and beat the inhabitants, and destroyed
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all the males, and all that were able to fight, and burnt the

city. Nor did he stop even when night came on, but he

journeyed in it to the garrison where theJewshappenedto

be then shut up, and where Timotheus lay round the place

with his army ; and Judas came upon the city in the morn-

ing: and when he found that the enemy were making an as-

sault uponthe walls, and that some ofthem brought ladders,

on which they might get upon those walls, and that others

brought engines [ to batter them, ] he bid the trumpeter to

sound his trumpet, and he encouraged his soldiers cheerfully

to undergo dangers for the sake of their brethren and kin-

dred he also parted his army into three bodies, and fell

upon the backs of their enemies. But when Timotheus'

men perceived that it was Maccabeus that was upon them ,

of both whose courage and good success in war they had for-

merly had sufficient experience, they were put to flight ; but

Judas followed them with his army, and slew about eight

thousand of them . He then turned aside to a city of the

foreigners called Malle, and took it, and slew all the males,

and burnt the city itself. He then removed from thence, and

overthrew Caspeom, and Bosor, and many other cities of the

land of Gilead.

But not long after this , Timotheus prepared a great

army, and tookmany others as auxiliaries ; andinduced some

of the Arabians, by the promise of rewards, to go with him

in this expedition, and came with his army beyond the

brook, over against the city Raphon : and he encouraged

his soldiers, if it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight

courageously, and to hinder their passing over the brook

for he said to them beforehand, that " ifthey come over it

we shall be beaten." And when Judas heard that Timo-

theus prepared himself to fight, he took all his own army,

and went in haste against Timotheus his enemy ; and when

he had passed over the brook, he fell uponhis enemies, and

some ofthem met him whom he slew, and others ofthem he

so terrified, that he compelled them to throw down their

arms and fly ; and some ofthem escaped , but some ofthem

fled to what was called the temple at Carnaim, and hoped

thereby to preserve themselves ; but Judas took the city,

and slew them, and burnt the temple, and so used several

ways ofdestroying his enemies.

5. Whenhe had done this , he gathered theJewstogether,

with their children and wives, and the substance that be-

longed to them, and was going to bring them back into Ju-

dea but as soon as he was come to a certain city, whose

name was Ephron, that lay upon the road, (and as it was not
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possible for him to go any other way, so he was not willing

to go back again, ) he then sent to the inhabitants, and de-

sired that they would open their gates, and permit themto

go on their way through the city, for they had stopped up

the gates with stones, and cut off their passage through it.

Andwhen the inhabitants of Ephron would not agree to this

proposal, he encouraged those that were with him, and en-

compassed the city round, and besieged it, and lying round

it by day and by night, took the city, and slew every male

in it, and burnt it all down, and so obtained a way through

it ; and the multitude ofthose that were slain was so great,

that they went over the dead bodies. So they came over

Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, over against_which

is situate the city Bethshan, which is called by the Greeks

Scythopolis. And going away hastily from thence, they

came into Judea, singing psalms and hymns as they went,

and indulging such tokens of mirth as are usual in triumphs

upon victory. They also offered thank-offerings, both for

their good success, and for the preservation of their army,

for not one of the Jews was slain in these battles.†

*

6. But as to Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and Azarias,

whom Judas left generals [of the rest of the forces, ] at the

same time when Simon was in Galilee, fighting against the

people of Ptolemais, and Judas himself, and his brother Jo-

nathan, were in the land of Gilead, did these men also affect

the glory of being courageous generals in war, in order

whereto they took the army that was under their command,

and came to Jamnia. There Georgias, the general of the

forces ofJamnia, met him ; and upon joining battle with him,

they lost two thousand of their army, and fled away, and

were pursued to the very borders of Judea. And this mis-

* The reason why Bethshan was called Scythopolis, is well known

from Herodotus, B. i. p. 105, and Syncellus, p. 204, that the Scythians,

when they overran Asia, in the days of Josiah, seized on this city, and

kept it as long as they continued in Asia, from which time it retained

the name ofScythopolis, or the city ofthe Scythians.

+ This most providential preservation ofall the religious Jews in this

expedition, which was according to the will of God, is observable often

amongGod's people, the Jews ; and somewhat very like it in the chan-

ges of the four monarchies, which were also providential. See Prideaux,
at the years 331 , 333, 334.

Here is another great instance of Providence, that when, even at

the very time that Simon, and Judas, and Jonathan, were so miracu-

lously preserved, and blessed in the just defence of their laws and reli→

gion, these other generals of the Jews, who went to fight for honour, in

a vainglorious way, and without any commission from God, or the

family he had raised up to deliver them, were miserably disappointed

and defeated. See 1 Maccab. v. 61 , 62.

VOL III 5
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fortune befell them by their disobedience to what injunctions

Judas had given them, " Not to fight with any one before

his return." For besides the rest of Judas' sagacious coun-

sels, one may well wonder at this concerning the misfortune

that befell the forces commanded by Joseph and Azarias,

which he understood would happen, ifthey broke any ofthe

injunctions he had given them. But Judas, and his brethren,

did not leave off fighting with the Idumeans, but pressed

upon them on all sides, and took from them the city ofHe-

bron, and demolished all its fortifications, and set its towers

on fire, and burnt the country of the foreigners, and the city

Marissa. They came also to Ashdod, and took it, and laid

it waste, and took away a great deal of the spoils and prey

that were in it, and returned to Judea.

CHAPTER IX.

CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES. HOW AN-

TIOCHUS EUPATOR FOUGHT AGAINST JUDAS , AND BESIEGED

HIM IN THE TEMPLE, AND AFTERWARDS MADE PEACE WITH

HIM, AND DEPARTED. OF ALCIMUS AND ONIAS.

1. ABOUT this time it was that king Antiochus, as he was

going over the upper countries, heard that there was avery

rich city in Persia, called Elymais ; and therein a very rich

temple of Diana, and that it was full of all sorts of donations

dedicated to it ; as also weapons and breastplates, which,

upon inquiry, he found had been left there by Alexander,

the son of Philip, king ofMacedonia. And being incited by

these motives, he went in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it ,

and besieged it. But as those that were in it were not ter-

rified at his assault, nor at his siege , but opposed him very

courageously, he was beaten with stripes ; for they drove

him away from the city, and went out and pursued after

him , insomuch that he fled awayas far as Babylon, and lost

a great many of his army. And when he was grieving for

this disappointment, some persons told him of the defeat of

his commanders, whom he had leftbehind himto fight against

Judea, and what strengththeJews had already gotten : when

this concern about these affairs was added to the former, he

was confounded, and, bythe anxiety he was in, fell into a

distemper, which, as it lasted a great while, and as his pains

increased upon him, he at length perceived he should die

in a little time ; so he called his friends to him, and told

them, that his distemper was severe upon him ; and con-

fessed withal, that this calamity was sent upon him for the
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miseries he had brought upon the Jewish nation, while he

plunderedtheir temple, and contemned theirGod ; andwhen

he had said this, he gave up the ghost. Whence one may

wonder at Polybius of Megalopolis, who though otherwise a

good man, yet saith, that " Antiochus died because he had

a purpose to plunder the temple of Diana in Persia ;" for

the purposing to do a thing, but not actually doing it, is not

worthy of punishment. But if Polybius could think that An-

tiochus thus lost his life on that account, it is much more

probable that this king died on account of his sacrilegious

plundering ofthe temple at Jerusalem . But we will not con-

tend about this matter with those who may think, that the

cause assigned by this Polybius of Megalopolis is nearer the

truth than that assigned byus.

2. However, Antiochus, before he died , called for Philip,

who was one of his companions, and made him the guardian

of his kingdom ; andgave him his diadem, and his garment,

and his ring, and charged him to carry them, and deliver

them to his son Antiochus ; and desired him to take care of

his education, and to preserve the kingdom for him. This

Antiochus died in the hundred forty and ninth year : but it

was Lysias that declared his death to the multitude, and ap-

pointed his son Antiochus to be king, (of whom at present he

had the care, ) and called him Eupator .

3. At this time it was that the garrison in the citadel at Je

rusalem, with the Jewish runagates, did a great deal of harm

to the Jews ; for the soldiers that were in that garrison rushed

out upon the sudden, and destroyed such as were going up

to the temple in order to offer their sacrifices, for this citadel

adjoined to, and overlooked the temple. When these mist

fortunes had often happened to them, Judas resolved to de-

stroy that garrison ; whereupon he got all the people toge-

ther, and vigorously besieged those that were in the citadel.

This was in the hundred and fiftieth year ofthe dominion of

the Seleucidæ. So he made engines ofwar, and erected bul-

* Since St. Paul, a Pharisee, confesses, that he had not known concu-

piscence or desires, to be sinful, had not the tenth commandment said,

Thou shalt not covet, Rom. vii 7, the case seems to have been much

the same with our Josephus, who was ofthe same sect, that he had not

a deep sense of the greatness of any sins that proceeded no farther than

the intention. However, since Josephus speaks here properly of the

punishment of death, which is not inflicted by any law, either of God

or man, for bare intention, his words need not be strained to mean,

that sins intended, but not executed, were no sins at all.

No wonder that Josephus here describes Antiochus Eupator, as

young, and wanting tuition. when he came to the crown, since Appian

informs us, Syriac. p. 177, that he was then but nine years old.
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warks, and very zealously pressed on to take the citadel :

but there were not a few of the runagates who were in the

place, that went out by night into the country, and got toge-

ther some other wicked men like themselves, and went to

Antiochus the king, and desired of him, that " he would not

suffer them to be neglected, under the great hardships that

lay upon them from those of their own nation, and this be-

cause their sufferings were occasioned on his father's ac-

count, while they left the religious worship of their fathers ,

and preferred that whichhe had commanded them to follow :

that therewas danger lest the citadel and those that were ap-

pointed to garrison it by the king, should be taken by Judas,

and those that were with him, unless he would send them

succours. When Antiochus, who was but a child, heard

this, he was angry, and sent for his captains, and his friends,

and gave order, that they should get an army of mercenaries

together, with such men also of his own kingdom as were of

an age fit for war. Accordingly, an army was collected of

about one hundred thousand footmen, and twenty thousand

horsemen, and thirty-two elephants.

99

4. So the king took this army, and marched hastily out of

Antioch, with Lysias, who had the command of the whole,

and came to Idumea, and thence went up to the city Bethsu-

ra, a city that was strong, and not to be taken without great

difficulty, he sat about this city and besieged it. And while

the inhabitants of Bethsura courageously opposed him, and

sallied out upon him, and burnt his engines of war, a great

deal of time was spent in the siege. But when Judas heard

of the king's coming, he raised the siege ofthe citadel, and

met the king, and pitched his camp in certain straits , at a

place called Bethzachariah, at the distance of seventy fur-

longs from the enemy ; but the king soon drew his forces

from Bethsura, and brought them to those straits . And as

soon as it was day, he put his men in battle array, and made

his elephants follow one another through the narrow passes,

because they could not be set sideways by one another. Now

round about every elephant there were a thousand footmen ,

and five hundred horsemen. The elephants also had high

towers [upon their backs, ] and archers [ in them.] And he

also made the rest of his army to go up the mountains , and

put his friends before the rest : and gave orders forthe army

to shout aloud, and so he attacked the enemy. He also ex-

posed to sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a glo-

rious splendour was sent from them ; and when they shout-

ed, the mountains echoed again. When Judas saw this , he

was not terrified, but received the enemy with great courage
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-and slew about six hundred of the first ranks. But when

his brother Eleazer, whomthey called Auran , sawthe tallest

of all the elephants armed with royal breastplates, and sup-

posed that the kingwas uponhim, he attacked him with great

quickness and bravery. He also slew many of those that

were about the elephant, and scattered the rest, and then

went under the belly of the elephant, and smote him, and

slew him ; so the elephant fell upon Eleazer, and by his

weight crushed him to death . And thus did this man come

to his end, when he had first courageously destroyed many

of his enemies.

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of the enemy, retired to

Jerusalem , and prepared to endure a siege. As for Antio-

chus, he sent a part of his army to Bethsura to besiege it,

and with the rest of his army he came against Jerusalem ;

but the inhabitants ofBethsura were terrified at his strength ;

and seeing that their provisions grew scarce, they delivered

themselves up on the security of oaths that they should suf-

fer no hard treatment from the king. And when Antiochus .

had thus taken the city, he did them no other harm than send-

ing them out naked. He also placed a garrison of his own

in the city : but as for the temple ofJerusalem, he lay at its

siege a long time, while they within bravely defended it , for

what engines soever the king set against them, they set other

engines again to oppose them. But then their provisions

failed them ; what fruits of the ground they had laid up were

spent, and the land being not ploughed that year, continued

unsowed, because it was the seventh year, in which, by our

laws, we are obliged to let it lie uncultivated. And withal , so

many ofthe besieged ran away for want of necessities, that

but a few only were left in the temple.

6. And these happened to be the circumstances of such as

were besieged in the temple. But then, because Lysias, the

general of the army, and Antiochus the king, were informed ,

that Philip was coming upon them out of Persia ; and was

endeavouring toget the management ofpublic affairs to him-

self, they came into these sentiments, to leave the siege, and

to make haste to go against Philip ; yet did they resolve not

to let this be known to the soldiers , or to the officers : but

the king commanded Lysias to speak openly to the soldiers,

and the officers, without saying a word about the business of

Philip, and to intimate to them, that the siege would be very

long; that the place was very strong ; that they were al-

ready in want of provisions ; that many affairs of the king.

domwanted regulation ; and that it was muchbetter to make

a league with the besieged , and to become friends to their

VOL. III. 5*
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whole nation, bypermittingthemto observe thelaws oftheir

fathers, while they broke out into this war only because they

were deprived ofthem, and so to depart home. When Ly-

sias had discoursed thus to them, both the army and the offi-

cers were pleased with this resolution.

7. Accordingly, the king sent to Judas, and to those that'

were besieged with them, and promised to give them peace ,

and permit them to make use of, and live acccording to the

laws of their fathers. And they gladly received his propo-

sals : and when they had gained security upon oath for their

performance, they went out of the temple. But when An-

tiochus came into it, and saw howstrong the place was, he

broke his oaths, and ordered his army that was there to pluck

downthewalls to the ground ; and when he hadso done, be

returned to Antioch : he also carried with him Onias the

high-priest, who was also called Menelaus ; for Lysias_ad-

vised the king to slay Menelaus, if he would have the Jews

be quiet, and cause him no further disturbance, for that this

man was the origin of all the mischief the Jews had done

them, by persuading his father to compel the Jews to leave

the religion of their fathers : So the king sent Menelaus to

Berea, a city of Syria, and there had him put to death, when

he had been high-priest ten years. He had been a wicked

and an impious man : and, in order to get the government to

himself, had compelled his nation to transgress their own

laws. After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, who was called

Jacimus, was made high-priest. But when king Antiochus

found thatPhilip had already possessed himself of the govern

ment, he made war against him, and subdued him, and took

him, and slew him. Now as to Onias, the son of the high-

priest, who, aswe before informed you, was left a child when

his fatherdied, when he sawthat the king had slain his uncle

Menelaus, and given the high-priesthood to Alcimus, who

was not of the high-priest stock, but as induced by Lysias to

translate that dignity from this family to another house, he

fled to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, and when he foundhe was in

great esteem with hita, and with his wife Cleopatra, he de-

sired and obtained a place in the Nomus of Heliopolis,

wherein he built a temple like tothat at Jerusalem : ofwhich,

therefore, we shall hereaftergive an account in a place more

proper for it.



OF THE JEWS.
55

CHAPTER X.

HOW BACCHIDES, THE GENERAL OF DEMETRIUS ' ARMY, MADE

AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JUDEA, AND RETURNED WITHOUT

SUCCESS ; AND HOW NICANOR WAS SENT A LITTLE AFTER-

WARDS AGAINST JUDAS, AND PERISHED, TOGETHER WITH

HIS ARMY ; AS ALSO CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ALCIMUS,

AND THE SUCCESSION OF JUDAS .

1. ABOUT the same time, Demetrius, the son of Seleucus,

fled away from Rome , and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and

set the diadem on his own head. He also gathered certain

mercenary soldiers together, and entered into his own king-

dom, and wasjoyfully received by all who delivered them-

selves up to him. And when they had taken Antiochus the

king, and Lysias, they brought them to him alive ; both

which were immediately put to death by the command of

Demetrius, when Antiochus had reigned two years, as we

have already elsewhere related. But there were nowmany

ofthe wicked Jewish runagates that came together to him,

and with them, Alcimus, the high-priest, who accused the

whole nation, and particularly Judas and his brethren ; and

said, that " they had slain all his friends ; and that those in

his kingdom that were of his party, and waited for his re-

turn, were by them put to death ; that these men had ejected

them out of their own country, and caused them to be so-

journers in a foreign land, and they desired that he would

send some one of his friends, and know from him, what mis-

chiefJudas' party had done."

2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent Bacchides,

a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, a good man,* and one that

had been intrusted with all Mesopotamia, and gave him an

army, and committed Alcimus, the high-priest, to his care ;

and gave him charge to slay Judas, and those that were with

him. So Bacchides made haste, and went out of Antioch

with his army and when he was come into Judea, he sent

to Judas, and his brethren, to discourse with him about a

league of friendship and peace, for he had a mind to take

him by treachery : but Judas did not give credit to him, for

he saw that he came with so great an army as men do not

bring when they come to make peace, but to make war.

It is nowayprobable that Josephuswould call Bacchides, that bit-

ter and bloody enemy ofthe Jews, as our present copies have it, a man

good, or kind and gentle. What the author of the first book ofMacca-

bees,whom Josephus here follows, instead of that character, says of
him, is, that he was a great man in the kingdom, and faithful to the

king ; which was very probably Josephus' meaning also.
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However, some of the people acquiesced in what Bacchides

caused to be proclaimed ; and supposing they should un-

dergo no considerable harm from Alcimus, who was their

countryman, they went over to them ; and when they had

received oaths from both of them, that neither they them-

selves, nor those ofthe samesentiments, should come to any

harm , they intrusted themselves with them ; but Bacchides

troubled not himself about the oaths he had taken, and slew

three score of them, although by not keeping his faith with

those that first went over, he deterred all the rest, who had

intentions to go over to him, from doing it. But as he was

gone out of Jerusalem, and was at the village called Beth-

zetho, he sent out and caught many of the deserters, and

some ofthe people also, and slew them all ; and enjoined all

that lived in the country to submit to Alcimus. So he left

him there with some part of the army,that he might have

wherewith to keep the country in obedience , and returned

to Antioch to king Demetrius .

3. But Alcimus was desirous to have the dominion more

firmly assured to him : and understanding that if he could

bring it about that the multitude should be his friends , he

should govern with greater security , he spake kind words to

them all, and discoursed to each of them after an agreeable

and pleasant manner,by which means he quickly had a great

body of men and an army about him, although the greater

part ofthem were of the wicked , and the deserters. With

these, whom he used as his servants and soldiers, he went

over all the country , and slew all that he could find of Ju-

das ' party. But when Judas saw that Alcimus was already

become great, and had destroyed many ofthe good and holy

men of the country, he also went all over the country, and

destroyed those that were of the other's party. But when

Alcimus saw that he was not able to oppose Judas, nor was

equal to him in strength , he resolved to apply himself toking

Demetrius for his assistance ; so he came to Antioch , and

irritated him against Judas, and accused him, alleging that

he had undergone a great many miseries by his means, and

that he would do more mischief, unless he were prevented,

and brought to punishment, which must be done by sending

a powerful force against him.

4. So Demetrius being already of opinion that it would be

a thing pernicious to his own affairs to overlook Judas, now

he was becoming so great, sent against him Nicanor, the most

kind and most faithful of all his friends ; for he it was who

fled
away with him from the city of Rome. He also gave

him as many forces as he thought sufficient for him to con-
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quer Judas withal, and bid him not to spare the nation at all.

When Nicanor was come to Jerusalem, he did not resolve to

fight Judas immediately, but judged it better to get him into

his power by treachery ; so he sent him a message of peace,

and said, " There was no manner of necessity for them to

fight and hazard themselves ; and that he would give him

his oath that he would do him no harm , for that he only came

with some friends, in order to let him know what king De-

metrius' intentions were, and what opinion he had of their

nation." When Nicanor had delivered this message , Judas

and his brethren complied with him, and suspecting no de-

ceit, they gave him assurances of friendship, and received

Nicanor and his army ; but while he was saluting Judas, and

they were talking together, he have a certain signal to his

own soldiers, upon which they were to seize upon Judas ;

but he perceived the treachery, and ran back to his own

soldiers, and fled with them. So upon
away

this discovery

of his purpose, and of the snares laid for Judas , Nicanor de-

termined to make open war with him, and gathered his army

together, and prepared for fighting him ; and upon joining

battle with him at a certain village called Capharsalama, he

beat Judas, and forced him to fly to that citadel which was

at Jerusalem.*

5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel unto the

temple, some of the priests and elders met him, and saluted

him ; andshowed him the sacrifices which they said they of-

fered to God for their king : upon which he blasphemed ;

and threatened them , that unless the people would deliver

up Judas to him, upon his return, he would pull down their

temple. And whenhe had thus threatened them, he departed

from Jerusalem : but the priests fell into tears out of grief

ofwhat he had said ; and besought God to deliver them from

their enemies. But now for Nicanor, when he was gone out

of Jerusalem, and was at a certain village called Bethorou,

he there pitched his camp, another army out of Syria having

joined him. And Judas pitched his camp at Adasa, another

village, which was thirty furlongs distant from Bethoron,

having no more than one thousand soldiers. And when he

had encouraged them not to to be dismayed at the multitude

* Josephus' copies must have been corrupted when they here give

victory to Nicanor, contrary to the words following, which imply, that

he who was beaten fled into the citadel, which for certain belonged to

the city ofDavid, or to Mount Zion, and was in the possession of Nica-

nor's garrison, and not of Judas' ; as also it is contrary to the express

words of Josephus' original author, 1 Maccab. vii. 32, who says, that

Nicanor lost about 5000 men, and fled to the city of David.
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of their enemies, nor to regard howmanythere were against

whom they were going to fight, but to consider who they

themselveswere, and for what great rewards they hazarded

themselves, and to attack the enemy courageously, he led

them out to fight, and joining battle with Nicanor, which

proved to be a severe one, he overcame the enemy, and

slewmany of them ; and at last Nicanor himself, as he was

fighting gloriously,fell. Upon whose fall, the army did not

stay, but whenthey had lost their general , they were put to

flight, and threw downtheir arms ; Judas also pursued them ,

and slewthem ; and gave notice by the sound of the trum-

pets to the neighbouring villages, that he had conqueredthe

enemy ; which, whenthe inhabitants heard, they put on their

armour hastily, and met their enemies in the face , as they

were running away and slewthem, insomuch that not one of

them escaped out of this battle, and were in number nine

thousand. This victory happened to fall on the thirteenth

day of that month, which by the Jews is called Adar, and by

the Macedonians, Dystrus : and the Jews thereon celebrate

this victory every year, and esteem it as a festival day. Af-

ter which the Jewish nation were, for a while, free from

wars, and enjoyed peace ; but afterwards they returned into

their former state of wars and hazards.

6. But now, as the high-priest Alcimus was resolving to

pull down the wall of the sanctuary, which had been there

of old time, and had been built by the holy prophets, he

was smitten suddenly by God, and fell down. This stroke

made him fall down speechless upon the ground ; and under-

going torments for many days, he at length died , when he

had been high-priest four years. And when he was dead , the

people bestowed the high-priesthood onJudas : who hearing

of the power of the Romans, and that they had conquered

in war, Galatia, and Iberia, and Carthage, and Libya ; and

that besides these, they hadsubdued Greece, and theirkings ,

Perseus, and Philip, and Antiochus the Great also, he re-

solved to enter into a league of friendship with them. He,

* This account of the miserable death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the

wicked high-priest, (the first that was not of the family of the high-

priests, and made by a vile heathen, Lysias,) before the death of Judas,

and of Judas' succession to him as high-priest, both here, and at the

conclusion of this book, directly contradicts 1 Maccab. ix. 54—57,

whichplaces his death after the death of Judas, and says not a syllable

ofthe high-priesthood of Judas.

How well the Roman histories agree to this account of the con-

quests and powerful condition of the Romans at this time, see the notes

in Havercamp's edition ; only, that the number ofthe senators ofRome

was thenjust 320, is, I think, only known from 1 Maccab. viii, 15.
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therefore, sent to Rome some ofhis friends, Eupolemus , the

son ofJohn, and Jason the son of Eleazer, and by them de-

sired the Romans that they would assist them, and be their

friends, and would write to Demetrius that he would not fight

against the Jews. So the senate received the ambassadors

that came from Judas to Rome, and discoursed with them

about the errand onwhich they came, andthen granted them

a league of assistance. They also made a decree concerning

it, and sent a copy of it into Judea. It was also laid up in

the capitol, and engraven in brass. The decree itself was

this : The decree of the senate concerning a league of as-

sistance and friendship with the nation of the Jews. It shall

notbe lawful for any that are subject to the Romans to make

warwiththe nation of the Jews, norto assist those that do so,

either by sending them corn, or ships, or money ; and ifany

attack be made upon the Jews, the Romans shall assist them

as far as they are able ; and again, if any attack be made upon

the Romans, the Jews shall assist them . And if the Jews

have a mind to add to, or take away any thing from this

league of assistance, that shall be done with the common con-

sent ofthe Romans. And whatsoever addition shall be thus

made it shall be of force." This decree was written by Eu-

polemus, the son of John, and by Jason, the son of Eleazer,

when Judas was high-priest of the nation, and Simon his

brother was general of the army.* And this was the first

league that the Romans made with the Jews, and was man-

aged after this manner.

CHAPTER XI.

THAT BACCHIDES WAS SENT OUT AGAINST JUDAS ; AND HOW

JUDAS FELL AS HE WAS COURAGEOUSLY FIGHTING.

1. BUTwhen Demetrius was informed ofthe death of Nica-

nor, and ofthe destruction of the army that was with him, he

sent Bacchides again with an ariny into Judea, who marched

out of Antioch, and came into Judea, and pitched his camp

atArebela, a city ofGalilee ; and having besieged and taken

those that were in caves, (for many of the people had fled into

suchplaces) he removed, and made all the haste he could to

* This subscription is wanting, 1 Maccab. viii. 17, 29, and must be

the words ofJosephus, who, by mistake, thought, as we have just now

seen, that Judaswas at this time high-priest, and accordingly then reck-

oned his brother Jonathan to be then general ofthe army, which yet he

aeems not to have been till after the death ofJudas.
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Jerusalem. Andwhen he had learned that Judas had pitched

his camp at a certain village whose name was Bethzetho, he

led his army against him : they were twenty thousand foot-

inen, and two thousand horsemen. NowJudas had no more

soldiers thanone thousand.* When these saw the multitude

of Bacchides' men, they were afraid, and left their camp,

and fled all away, excepting eight hundred. Now when Ju-

das was deserted by his own soldiers, and the enemy pressed

upon him, and gave him no time to gather his army toge

ther, he was disposed to fight with Bacchides' army, though

he had but eight hundred men with him ; so he exhorted

these men to undergo the danger courageously, and encour-

aged them to attack the enemy. And when they said they

were not a body sufficient to fight so great an army, and ad-

vised that they should retire now, and save themselves, and

that when he had gathered his own men together, then he

should fall upon the enemy afterwards, his answer was this :

" Let not the sun ever see such a thing that I should show

my back to the enemy ; and although this be the time that

will bring me to my end, and I must die in this battle, I will

rather stand to it courageously, and beat whatsoever comes

upon me, than by now running away, bring reproach upon my
former great actions, or tarnish their glory. ' This was the

speech he made to those that remained with him, whereby

he encouraged them to attack the enemy.

2. But Bacchides drew his army out of their camp, and

put them in array for the battle. He set the horsemen on

both the wings, and the light soldiers and the archers he

placed before the whole army, but he was himself on the

right wing. And when he had thus put his army in order of

battle, and was going to join battle with the enemy, he com-

manded the trumpeter to give a signal of battle, and the ar-

myto make a shout, and to fall on the enemy. And when

Judas had done the same, he joined battle with them ; and

as both sides fought valiantly, and the battle continued till

sunset, Judas saw that Bacchides, and the strongest part of

the army, wasin the rightwing, and thereupon took the most

courageous men with him, and ran upon that partofthe army,

and fell upon those that were there, and broke their ranks,

and drove them into the middle, and forced them to run

away, and pursued them as far as to a mountain called Asa:

That this copy of Josephus, as he wrote it, had here not 1000, but

3000, with 1 Macc. ix. 5, is very plain, because, thoughthe main part

ranaway at first even in Josephus, as well as in 1 Macc. ix. 6, yet, as

there, so here 800 are said to have remained with Judas, which would

be absurd, if the whole number had been no more than 1000.
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but when those of the left wingsaw that the right wingwas

put to flight, they encompassed Judas, and pursued him, and

camebehind him, and tookhim into the middle oftheirarmy

so not being able to fly, but encompassed round about with

enemies, he stood still, and he and those that were with him

tought: and when he had slain a great many of those that

came against him, he at last was himselfwounded, and fell,

and gave up the ghost, and died in a way like to his former

famous actions. When Judas was dead, those that were with

him had noone whom they could regard [ as their command-

er ;] but when they saw themselves deprived of such a ge-

neral, they fled . But Simon, and Jonathan, Judas' brethren,

received his dead body by a treaty from the enemy, and car-

ried it to the village of Modin, where their father had been

buried, and there buried him ; while the multitude lamented

him many days, and performed the usual solemn rites of a

funeral to him. And this was the end that Judas came to.

He had beena man of valour, and a great warrior, and mind-

ful of the commands oftheir father Mattathias ; and had un-

dergone all difficulties, both in doing and suffering , for the

liberty of his countrymen. And when his character was so

excellent [while he was alive,] he left behind him a glorious

reputation and memorial, bygaining freedom for his nation,

and delivering them from slavery under the Macedonians .

And when he had retained the high-priesthood three years,

he died.

VOL. III.
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BOOK XIII.

CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 82 YEARS .

[From the death of Judas Maccabeus to the death of Queen Alexandra. ]

CHAPTER I.

HOW JONATHAN TOOK THE GOVERNMENT AFTER HIS BROTHER

JUDAS : AND HOW HE , TOGETHER WITH HIS BROTHER SI-

MON, WAGED WAR AGAINST BACCHIDES.

1. By what means the nation ofthe Jews recovered their

freedom when they had been brought into slavery bythe

Macedonians, and what struggles, and how great battles Ju-

das, the general of their army, ranthrough, till he was slain,

as he was fighting for them, hath been related in the forego-

ing book. But after he was dead, all the wicked , and those

that transgressed the laws of their forefathers, sprang up

again in Judea, and grewupon them, and distressed them on

every side. A famine also assisted their wickedness, and

afflicted the country, till, not a few, who, by reason of their

want of necessaries, and because they were not able to bear

up against the miseries that both the famine and their ene-

mies brought uponthem, deserted their country, and went to

the Macedonians. And now Bacchides gathered those Jews

together who had apostatized fromthe accustomed way of

living of their forefathers, and chose to live like their neigh-

bours, and committed the care of the country to them ; who

also caught the friends of Judas, and those of his party, and

delivered them up to Bacchides, who, when he had in the

first place, tortured and tormented them at his pleasure, he

by that means, at length, killed them . And when this ca-

lamity of the Jews had become so great, as theyneverhad

experience of the like, since their return out of Babylon,

those that remained of the companions of Judas, seeing that

the nation was ready to be destroyed after a miserable man-

ner, came to his brother Jonathan, and desired him that he

would imitate his brother, and that care which hetook of his

countrymen, for whose liberty in general he died also ; and

that he would not permit the nation to be without a governor
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especially inthose destructive circumstances wherein it now

was. And when Jonathan said, that he was ready to die for

them, and was indeed esteemed no way inferior to his bro-

ther, he was appointed to be the general of the Jewish army.

2. When Bacchides heard this, he was afraid that Jona-

than might be very troublesome to the king and the Mace-

donians, as Judas had been before him, he sought how he

might slay him by treachery ; but this intention of his was

not unknowntoJonathan, nor to his brother Simon ; but when

these twowere apprized of it, they took all their companions,

and presently fled into that wilderness which was nearest to

the city ; and when they were come to the lake called As-

phar, they abode there. But when Bacchides was sensible

that they were in a low state, and were in that place, he

hasted to fall upon them with all his forces, and pitching his

camp beyondJordan,he recruited his army : butwhenJona-

than knew that Bacchides was coming uponhim, he sent his

brother John, who was also called Gaddis, to the Nabatean

Arabs, that he might lodge the baggage with them until the

battle with Bacchides should be over, for theyweretheJews'

friends. And the sons on Ambri laid an ambush for John,

from the city Medaba, and seized uponhim, and upon those

that were with him, and plundered all that they had with

them; they also slew John, and all his companions. How

ever,they were sufficiently punished for what they now did,

by John's brethren, as we shall relate presently.

3. But when Bacchides knew that Jonathan had pitched

his campamongthe lakes of Jordan, he observed when their

Sabbath-day came, and then assaulted him, as supposing that

he would not fight because of the law [ for resting on that

day :] but he exhorted his companions [to fight ; ] and told

them , that their lives were at stake, since theywere encom-

passed by the river, and by their enemies, and had no way

to escape, for that their enemies pressed upon them before ;

and the river was behind them. So after he had prayedto

Godtogivethem thevictory,he joined battle withtheenemy,

of whom he overthrew many: and as he saw Bacchides

coming up boldly to him, he stretched out his right handto
J smite him, but the other foreseeing and avoiding his stroke,

Jonathan with his companions leaped into the river and swam

over it, and bythat means escaped beyondJordan, while the

enemy did not pass overthat river; but Bacchides returned

presently to the citadel at Jerusalem,having lost about two

thousand of his army. He also fortified many cities ofJudea,

whose walls had been demolished, Jericho, and Emmaus,

and Bethoron, and Bethel, and Timna, and Pharatho, and
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Tecoa, and Gazara, and built towers in every one of these

cities, and encompassed them with strong walls, that were

very large also, and put garrisons into them, that theymight

issue out of them, and do mischief to the Jews. He also

fortified the citadel at Jerusalem more than all the rest.

Moreover, he tookthe sons ofthe principal Jews as pledges,

and shutthemup in the citadel, and inthat mannerguarded it.

4. About the same time, one came to Jonathan, and tohis

brother Simon, and told them that the sons of Ambri were

celebrating a marriage, and bringing the bride from the city

Gabatha, who was the daughter of one of the illustrious men

amongthe Arabians, and thatthe damsel was to be conducted

with pomp, and splendour, and much riches : so Jonathan

and Simon thinking this appeared to be the fittest time for

them to avenge the death of their brother, and that theyhad

forces sufficient for receiving satisfaction from them for his

death, they made haste to Medaba, and lay in wait among

the mountains for the coming of their enemies ; and as soon

as they sawthem conducting the virgin, and her bridegroom ,

and such a great company oftheir friends with them, as was

to be expected at this wedding, they sallied out of theiram-

bush, and slew them all ; and took their ornaments, and all

the prey that then followed them, and so returned , and re-

ceived this satisfaction for their brother John from the sons

ofAmbri ; for as well those sons themselves, as their friends,

and wives, and children, that followed them, perished, being

in number about four hundred .

5. However, Simon and Jonathan returned to the lakes of

the river, and abode there : but Bacchides, when he had se-

cured allJudea with his garrisons, returned to the king ; and

then it was that the affairs of Judea were quiet for two years.

But when the deserters, and the wicked, saw that Jonathan

and those that were with him, lived in the country very

quietly, by reason of the peace, they sent to king Demetrius,

and excited him to send Bacchides to seize upon Jonathan,

which they said was to be done without any trouble , and in

one night's time ; and that ifthey fell upon them beforethey

were aware, they might slay them all. So the king sent

Bacchides, who, whenhe was coming intoJudea, wrote to all

his friends, both Jews and auxiliaries, that they should seize

upon Jonathan, and bring him to him ; and when, upon all

their endeavours, they were not able to seize upon Jonathan,

for he was sensible of the snares they laid for him, and very

carefully guarded againstthem, Bacchides was angryat these

deserters, as having imposed on him, and on the king, and

slew fifty of their leaders : whereupon Jonathan with his
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brother, and those that were with him, retired to Bethgala,

a village that lay in the wilderness, out of his fear of Bac-

chides. He also built towers in it, and encompassed it with

walls, and took care that it should be safely guarded. Upon

the hearing ofwhich , Bacchides led his own army along with

him, andbesides took the Jewishauxiliaries , and cameagainst

Jonathan, and made an assault upon his fortifications, and be-

sieged him many days ; but Jonathan did not abate of his

courage at the zeal Bacchides showed in the siege, but

courageously opposed him : and while he left his brother

Simon in the city to fight with Bacchides, he went privately

out himself into the country, and got a great body of men

together of his own party, and fell upon Bacchides ' camp in

the night-time, and destroyed a great many of them. His

brother Simon knew also of this his falling upon them, be-

cause he perceived that the enemies were slain by him, so

he sallied out upon them, and burnt the engines which the

Macedonians used, and made a great slaughter of them. And

when Bacchides sawhimselfencompassed with enemies, and

some ofthem before , and some behind him , he fell into de-

spair, and trouble of mind, as confounded at the unexpected

ill success of this siege. However, he vented his displeasure

at these nisfortunes upon those deserters, who sent for him

from the king, as having deluded him. So he had a mind to

finish the siege after a decent manner, if it were possible for

him so to do, and then to return home.

6. WhenJonathan understood these his intentions, he sent

ambassadors to him about a league of friendship and mutual

assistance, and that they might restore those they had taken

captives on both sides. So Bacchides thought this a pretty

decentway of retiring home, and made a league of friendship

with Jonathan , when they sware that they would not any

more make war one against another. Accordingly, he re-

stored the captives, and took his own menwith him, and re-

turned to the king of Antioch ; and after this his departure.

henever came into Judea again. Then did Jonathan take

the opportunity of this quiet state of things, and went and

lived in the city of Michmash ; and there governed the mul

titude, and punished the wicked and ungodly, and by that

means purged the nation of them.

Vol. III. 6*
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CHAPTERII.

HOW ALEXANDER [BALA, ] IN HIS WAR WITH DEMETRIUS,

GRANTED JONATHAN MANY ADVANTAGES, ANd appointeD

HIM TO BE HIGH-PRIEST, AND PERSUADED HIM TO ASSIST

HIM, ALTHOUGH DEMETRIUS PROMISED HIM GREATER AD-

VANTAGES ON THE OTHER SIDE . CONCERNING THE DEATH

OF DEMETRIUS ,
1

1. Nowin the hundred and sixtieth year, it fell out that

Alexander, the son of Antiochus Epiphanes,* came up into

Syria, and took Ptolemais, the soldiers within having betray-

ed it to them, for they were at enmity with Demetrius, on ac-

count of his insolence, and difficulty of access ; for he shut

himselfup in a palace of his that had four towers, which he

had built himself, not far fromAntioch , and admitted nobody.

He was withal slothful and negligent about the public affairs,

whereby the hatred of his subjects was the more kindled

against him, as we have elsewhere already related. When

therefore Demetrius heard that Alexander was in Ptolemais,

he took his whole army and led it against him : he also sent

ambassadors to Jonathan, about a league of mutual assist-

anceand friendship, for he resolved to be beforehand with Al-

exander, lest the other should treat with him first, and gain

assistance from him ; and this he did out of the fear he had,

Jest Jonathan should remember how ill Demetrius bad for

merlytreated him , and shouldjoinwith him inthis war against

him. He therefore gave orders that Jonathan should be al-

lowed to raise an army, and should get armour made, and

should receive back those hostages of the Jewish nation,

whom Bacchides had shut up in the citadel of Jerusalem.

When this good fortune had befallen Jonathan, by the con-

cession of Demetrius, he came to Jerusalem, and read the

king's letter, in the audience of the people, and of those that

*This Alexander Bala, who certainly pretended to be the son ofAn-

tiochus Epiphanes, and was owned for such by the Jews and Romans,

and many others, and yet is by several historians deemed to be a coun-

terfeit, and of no family at all, is, however, by Josephus, believed to

have been the real son of that Antiochus, and byhim always spoken of

accordingly. And truly, since the original cotemporary and authen.

tic author ofthe first Book of Maccabees, x. 1 , calls him by his father's

name, Epiphanes, and says he was the son of Antiochus, I suppose the

other writers, who are all much later, are not to be followed against such

evidence, though perhaps Epiphanes might have him bya woman of

no family. The king of Egypt also, Philometer, soon gave him his

daughter in marriage, which he would hardly have done, had he be

lieved him to be a counterfeit, and of so very mean a birth as the later

historians pretend.
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kept the citadel. When these were read, these wicked men,

and deserters, who were in the citadel, were greatly afraid,

uponthe king's permission to Jonathan to raise an army, and

to receive back the hostages: so he delivered everyone of

them to his own parents . And thus did Jonathan make his

abode at Jerusalem, renewing the city to a better state, and

reforming the buildings as he pleased, for he gave orders

that the walls of the city should be rebuilt with square stones,

that it might be more secure from their enemies. And when

those that kept the garrisons that were in Judea saw this ,

they all left them and fled to Antioch ; excepting those that

were in the city Bethsura, and those that were in the citadel

of Jerusalem, for the greater part of these was ofthe wick-

ed Jews and deserters, and on that account, these did not

deliver up their garrisons.

2. When Alexander knew what promises Demetrius had

made Jonathan, and withal knewhis courage, and what great

things he had done when he fought the Macedonians, and

besides, what hardships he had undergone bythe means of

Demetrius, and of Bacchides, the general of Demetrius' ar-

my,he told his friends, that " he could not at present find

any one else that might afford him better assistance than Jo-

nathan, whowas both courageous against his enemies, and had

a particularhatred against Demetrius, as having both suffered

many hard things from him, and acted many hard things

against him if therefore they were of opinion, that they

should make him their friend against Demetrius, it was more

for their advantage to invite him to assist them now than at

another time." It being, therefore, determined by him and

his friends to send to Jonathan, he wrote to himthis epistle :

" KingAlexander to his brother Jonathan, sendeth greeting :

We have long ago heard of thy courage, and thy fidelity,

and for that reason have sent to thee, to make with thee a

league of friendship and mutual assistance . We therefore

do ordain thee this day the high-priest of the Jews, and that

thou beest called my friend. I have also sent thee, as pre-

sents, a purple robe, and a golden crown, and desire, that

now thou art byus honoured, thou wilt in the like manner

respect us also."

3. When Jonathan had received this letter, he put on the

pontifical robe at the time of the feast of tabernacles, four

years after the death of his brother Judas, for at that time

no high-priest had been made.* So he raised great forces,

Since Jonathan plainly did not put on the pontifical robestill seven

or eight years after the death of his brother Judas, or not till the feast

of tabernacles, in the 160th of the Seleucide , 1 Maccab. x. 21, Petitus'
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andhadabundanceofarmourgotready. This greatlygrieved

Demetrius when he heard of it, and made him blame him-

self for his slowness, that he had not prevented Alexander,

and got the good-will of Jonathan, but had given him time

so to do. However, he also himself wrote a letter to Jona-

than, and to the people ; the contents whereof are these :

King Demetrius to Jonathan, and tothe nation ofthe Jews,

sendeth greeting : Since you have preserved your friendship

for us ; and when you have been tempted by our enemies,

you have not joined yourselves to them ; I both commend

you for this your fidelity, and exhort you to continue in the

same disposition, for which you shall be repaid, and receive

rewards from us: for I will free you from the greatest part

of the tributes and taxes which you formerly paid to the kings

my predecessors, and to myself ; and I do now set you free

from those tributes which you have ever paid ; and besides

I forgive you the tax upon salt, and the value of the crowns*

which you used to offer me and instead of the third part

of the fruits [of the field, ] and the half of the fruits of the

trees, I relinquish my part ofthem from this day : and as to

the poll-money, which ought to be given me for every head

of the inhabitants of Judea, and of the three toparchies that

adjoin to Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, and Perea, that I re-

linquish to you for this time, and for all time to come. I will ,

also, that the city of Jerusalem be holy and inviolable, and

free from the tythe, and from the taxes, unto its utmost

bounds and I so far recede from my title to the citadel, as

to permit Jonathan yourhigh-priest to possess it, that he

place such a garrison in it as he approves of for fidelity and

good-will to himself, that he maykeep it for us. I also make

free all those Jews who have been made captives and slaves

in my kingdom. I also give order, that the beasts ofthe

Jews be not pressed for our service : and let their sabbaths,

and all their festivals, and three days before each of them,

be free from any imposition. In the same manner, I setfree

the Jews that are inhabitants in my kingdom, and order that

may

emendation seems here to deserve consideration , who, instead of after

four years since the death of his brother Judas, would have us read, and

therefore after eight years since the death of his brother Judas. This

would tolerably well agree with the date of the Maccabees, and with

Josephus' own exact chronology, at the end of the twentieth book of

these Antiquities, which the present text cannot be made to do.

* Take Grotius' note here. "The Jews, says he, were wont to pre-

sent crownsto the kings [of Syria : ] afterwards, that gold, which was

paid instead of those crowns, or which was expended in makingthem ,

wascalled the crown gold, and the crown tax." On 1 Maccab. x. 29.
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no injurybe done them. I also give leave to such ofthem

as are willing to list themselves in my army, that they

may do it, and those as far as thirty thousand ; which Jewish

soldiers, wheresoever they go, shall have the same pay that

inyown army hath and some of them I will place in my

garrisons, and some as guards about mine own body, and as

rulers over those that are in my court. I give them leave

also to use the laws oftheir forefathers, and to observe them ;

and I will that they have power over the three toparchies

that are added to Judea ; and it shall be in the power ofthe

high-priest, to take care that noone Jew shall have any other

temple forworship but only that at Jerusalem . I bequeath

also, out ofmyown revenues, yearly, forthe expenses about

the sacrifices, one hundred and fifty thousand (drachmas :]

and what money is to spare, I will that it shall be your own.

I also release to you those ten thousand drachmas which the

kings received from the temple, because they appertain to

the priests that minister in that temple. And whosoever

shall fly to the temple at Jerusalem, or to the places thereto

belonging, or who owe the king money, or are there on any

otheraccount, let them be set free, and let their goods be in

safety. I alsogive you leave to repair and rebuild your tem-

ple, and that all be done at my expenses. I also allow you

to build the walls ofyour city, and to erect high towers, and

that they be erected at my charge. And ifthere be any for-

tified town that would be convenient for the Jewish country

to have very strong, let it be so built at my expenses."
""

4. This was what Demetrius promised , and granted to the

Jews,by this letter. But king Alexander raised a great ar-

my of mercenary soldiers, and of those that deserted to him

out of Syria, and made an expedition against Demetrius.

And when it was come to a battle, the left wing of Demetrius

put those who opposed them to flight, and pursued them a

great way, and slew many ofthem, and spoiled their camp ;

but the right wing, where Demetrius happened to be, was

beaten ; and as for all the rest they ran away : but Deme-

trius fought courageously, and slew a great many ofthe ene-

my; but as he was in the pursuit of the rest, his horse car-

ried him into a deep bog, where it was hard to get out, and

there it happened, that upon his horse's falling down, he

could not escape being killed ; for when his enemies saw

what had befallen him, they returned back and encompassed

Demetrius round, and they all threw their darts at him : but

he being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length he re-

ceived so many wounds, that he was not able to bear up

any longer, but fell. Andthis is the end that Demetrius came
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to, when he had reigned eleven years, as we have elsewhere

related.*

CHAPTER XIII.

THE FRIENDSHIP THAT WAS BETWEEN ONIAS AND PTOLEMY

PHILOMETER, AND HOW ONIAS BUILT A TEMPLE IN EGYPT

LIKE TO THAT AT JERUSALEM.

1. BUT then the son of Onias the high-priest, who was of

the samenamewith his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy,

who was called Philometer, living now at Alexandria, as we

have said already. When this Onias sawthat Judea was op-

pressed by the Macedonians , and their kings, out of desire

to purchase to himself a memorial and eternal fame, he re-

solved to send to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to ask

leave of them that he might build a temple at Egypt like to

that at Jerusalem, and might ordain Levites and priests out

of their own stock. The chief reason why he was desirous

so to do, was, that he relied upon the prophet Isaiah , who

lived above six hundred years before and foretold, that there

certainlywas to be atemple built to Almighty God, in Egypt,

by a man that was aJew. Onias was elevated with this pre-

diction ; and wrote the following epistle to Ptolemy and Cle-

opatra :"Having done many and great things for you in the

affairs of the war, by the assistance of God, and that in Cœ-

losyria and Phoenicia, I came at length with the Jewsto Le-

ontopolis and to other places of your nation, where I found

that the greatest part of your people had temples in an im-

proper manner, and that, on this account, they bare ill-will

one against another, which happens to the Egyptians by rea
son of the multitude of their temples, and the difference of

opinion about divine worship. Now I found a very fit place

in a castle that hath its name from the country Diana : this

place is full of materials of several sorts, and replenished

with sacred animals : I desire, therefore , thatyou will grant

me leave to purge this holy place, which belongs to no mas-

ter, and is fallen down, and to build there a temple to Al-

mighty God, after the pattern of that in Jerusalem, and of

the same dimensions, that may be for the benefit of thyself,

and thy wife, and children, that those Jews which dwell in

Egypt may have a place whither they may come and meet

* Since the rest of the historians now extant give this Demetrius 13

years, and Josephus only 11 years, Dean Prideaux does not amiss in as-

cribingto him the mean number 12.
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together in mutual harmony one with another, and be sub-

servient to thy advantages ; for the prophet Isaiah foretold ,

that there should be an altar in Egypt to the Lord God : and

many other such things did he prophesy relating to that

place."

2. And this was what Onias wrote to king Ptolemy. Now

any one may observe his piety, and that of his sister and

wife Cleopatra, by that epistle which they wrote in answer

to it forthey laid the blame and the transgression of the

law upon the head of Onias. And this was their reply :

" King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias, send greet-

ing: We have read thy petition, wherein thou desirestleave

tobe giventhee to purge that temple which is fallen down at

It seems to me, contrary to the opinion ofJosephus, and ofthe mo-

derns, both Jews and Christians, that this prophecy of Isaiah xix. 19,

&c In that day there shall be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the

lars of Egypt," &c. directlyforetold the building ofthis temple ofOnias

in Egypt, and was a sufficient warrant to the Jews for building it, and

for worshipping the true God, the God of Israel, therein. See Authent.

Rec. ii. p. 755. That God seems to have soon better accepted of the

sacrifices and prayers here offered him than those at Jerusalem, see the

note on c. x. sec. 7. And truly the marks of Jewish corruption or inter-

polation in this text, in order to discourage their people from approving

of the worship of God here, are very strong, and highly deserve our

consideration and correction. The foregoing verse in Isaiah runsthus

in our common copies, in that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt

speak the language of Canaan , [the Hebrew language ; shall be full of

Jews, whose sacred books were in Hebrew, ] and swear to the Lord of

hosts. One [orthe first] shall be called the city of destruction. Isa. xx. 18.

A strange name, city of destruction ! upon so joyful an occasion, and a

name never heard of in the land of Egypt, or perhaps in any other na-

tion. The old reading was evidently the city of the sun, or Heliopolis:

and Onkelos in effect, and Symmachus, with the Arabic version, entirely

confess that to be the true reading. The Septuagint also, though they

have the text disguised in the common copies, and call it Asedek, the

city of righteousness ; yet in two or three other copies, the Hebrew word

itself for the sun, Achares or Thares, is preserved . And since Onias

insists with the king and queen, that Isaiah's prophecy contained many

other predictions relating to this place besides the words by him recited,

it is highly probable that these were especially meant by him; and that

one main reason why he applied this prediction to himself, and to his

prefecture of Heliopolis, which Dean Prideaux well proves, was in that

partofEgypt, and why he chose to build in that prefecture of Heliop-

olis, though otherwise an improper place, wasthis, that the same author-

itythat he had for building this teinple in Egypt, the very same he bad

for building it in his own prefecture of Heliopolis also, which he desired

to do, and which he did accordingly. Dean Prideaux has much ado

to avoid seeing this corruption of the Hebrew, but it being in support of

his own opinion about this temple, he durst not see it ; and indeed he

reasons bere in the most weak and most injudicious manner possible.

See him atthe year 149.
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Leontopolis, in the Nomus ofHeliopolis, and which is named

from the country Buhastis ; onwhich account we cannot but

wonder that it should be pleasing to God to have a temple

erected in a place so unclean, and so full of sacred animals :

but since thou sayest that Isaiah the prophet foretold this

long ago, we give thee leave to do it, if it may be done ac-

cording to your law, and so that we may not appear to have
at all offended God herein. "

29

3. So Onias took the place, and built a temple and an altar

to God, like indeed to that in Jerusalem, but smaller, and

poorer. I do not think it proper for me now to describe its

dimensions, or its vessels ,which have been already described

in my seventh bookofthe wars of the Jews. However, Onias

found other Jews like to himself, together with_priests and

Levites, that there performed divine service. But we have

said enough about this temple.

4. Nowit came to pass that the Alexandrian Jews, and

those Samaritans who paid their worship to the temple that

was built in the days of Alexander, at Mount Gerizzim, did

now make a sedition one against another, and disputed about

their temples, before Ptolemy himself, the Jews saying, that,

according to the laws ofMoses, the temple was to be built at

Jerusalem ; andthe Samaritans saying, that it was to be built

at Gerizzim. They desired therefore, the king to sit with

his friends, and hear the debates about the matters, and

punish those with death who were baffled. Now Sabbeus

and Theodosius managed the argument for the Samaritans,

and Andronicus, the son of Messelamus, for the people of

Jerusalem ; and they took an oath by God and the king to

make their demonstrations according to the law ; and they

desired of Ptolemy, that whomsoever he should find that

transgressed what they had sworn to, he would put himto

death. Accordingly, the king took several of his friends into

the council, and sat down in order tohear what the pleaders

said. Now the Jews that were at Alexandria, were in great

concern for those men, whose lot it was to contend for the

temple at Jerusalem ; for they took it very ill that any should

take away the reputation of that temple, which was so an-

cient, and so celebrated all over the habitable earth. Now

when Sabbeus and Theodosius had given leave to Androni-

cus to speak first, he beganto demonstrate out of the law, and

out of the succession of the high-priests, how they every one

in succession from his father had received that dignity, and

ruled over the temple, and how all the kings of Asia had

honoured that temple with their donations, and with the

most splendid gifts dedicated thereto : but as for that at Ge
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rizzim, he made no account of it, nor regarded it,as if ithad

never had a being. By this speech, and other arguments,

Andronicus persuaded the king to determine that the temple

at Jerusalem was built according to the laws of Moses, and

to put Sabbeus and Theodosius to death. * . And these were

the events that befell the Jews at Alexandria in the days of

Ptolemy Philometer.

4

CHAPTERIV.

HOW ALEXANDER HONOURED JONATHAN AFTER AN EXTRAOR-

DINARY MANNER, AND HOW DEMETRIUS, THE SON OF DE-

METRIUS, OVERCAME ALEXANDER, AND MADE A LEAGUE OF

FRIENDSHIP WITH JONATHAN.

1. Demetrius being thus slain in battle, as we have above

related, Alexander took the kingdom of Syria ; and wrote to

Ptolemy Philometer, and desired his daughter in marriage,

and said, it was butjust that he should bejoined in affinity to

one that had now received the principality of his forefathers,

and had been promoted to it by God's providence, and had

conquered Demetrius, and that was on other accounts not un-

worthy of being related to him. Ptolemy received this pro-

posal of marriage gladly ; and wrote him answer, saluting

him on account of his having received the principality of his

forefathers ; and promising him that he would give him his

* A very unfair disputation this, while the Jewish disputant, know

ing that he could not properly prove out of the Pentateuch, that the

place which the Lord their God should choose to place his name there,

so often referred to in the book of Deuteronomy, was Jerusalem any

more than Gerizzim , that being not determined till the days of David,

Antiq. B. vii. c. xiii. sec. 4. vol. ii . proves only what the Samaritans did

not deny, that the temple at Jerusalem was much more ancient, and

much more celebrated and honoured than that at Gerizzim, which was

nothing to the present purpose. The whole evidence, bythe very oaths

ofboth parties, being, we see, obliged to be confined to thelaw ofMoses,

or to the Pentateuch alone. However, worldly policy and interest, and

the multitude prevailing, the court gave sentence, as usual, on the stron-

ger side, and poor Sabbeus and Theodosius, the Samaritan disputants,

were martyred, and this, so far as appears, without any direct hearing

at all, which is like the usual practice of such political courts about mat-

ters of religion. Our copies say, that the body of the Jews, were in a

great concern about those men, in the plural, who were to dispute for

their temple at Jerusalem, whereas it seems here they had but one dis-

putant, Andronicus by name : perhaps more were prepared to speak on

the Jews'side ; but the first having answered to his name, and overcome

the Samaritans, there was no necessity for any other defender of the

Jerusalem temple.

Vol. III.
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daughterin marriage; and assured him thathe was comingto

meet him at Ptolemais, and desired that he would there meet

him, forthat hewould accompany her from Egypt so far, and

would there marry his child to him. When Ptolemy had

written thus, he came suddenly to Ptolemais, and brought his

- cousin Cleopatra along with him : and as he found Alexander

there before him, as he desired him to come, he gave him

his child in marriage, and for her portion gave her as much

silver and gold as became such a king to give.

2. When the wedding was over, Alexander wrote to Jo-

nathan the high-priest, and desired him to come to Ptolemais.

So when he came to these kings, and had madethem magni-

ficent presents, he was honoured by them both. Alexander

compelled himalso to put off his own garments, and to take

a purplegarment, and made him sit with him on his throne ;

and commanded his captains, that they should go with him

into the middle of the city , and proclaim, that it was not

permitted to any one to speak against him, or to give him

any disturbance. And when the captains had thus done,

those that were prepared to accuse Jonathan, and who bore

him any ill-will, when they saw the honour that was done

him byproclamation, and thatbythe king's order, ran away.

and were afraid lest some mischief should befall them. Nay,

king Alexander was so very kind to Jonathan, that he set

him down as the principal of his friends.

3. But then, upon the hundred and sixty-fifth year, De-

metrius, the son of Demetrius, came from Crete with a great

number of mercenary soldiers, which Lasthenes, the Cretan,

broughthim, and sailed to Cilicia. This thing cast Alexander

into great concern and disorder when he heard it ; so he

made haste immediately out of Phoenicia and came to Anti-

och, that he might put matters in a safe posture there before

Demetrius should come. He also left Apollonius Daus* go-

vernor of Colosyria, who, coming to Jamnia with a great

army, sent to Jonathan the high-priest, and told him, that " it

was not right that he alone should live at rest, and with autho-

rity, and not be subject to the king : that this thing had made

him a reproach among all men,that he had not yet made him

subject tothe king. Do not thou, therefore, deceive thyself,

* Ofthe several Apollonii aboutthese ages, see Dean Prideaux at the

year 148. This Apollonius Daus, was by his account, the son of that

Apolloniuswho had been made governor of Colosyria and Phoenicia by

Seleucus Philopator, and was himselfa confidant of his son Demetrius

the father, and restored to his father's government by him, but after-

wards revolted from him to Alexander, but not to Demetrius the son as

he supposes
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and sit stillamong the mountains, and pretend to haveforces

withthee ; butifthou hast any dependence on thy strength,

come down into the plain, and let our armies be compared

together, and the event of the battle will demonstratewhich

of us isthe most courageous. However, take notice that the

most valiant menof every city are in my army,and that these

are the very men who have always beaten thy progenitors ;

but let us have the battle in such a place of the countrywhere

we may fight with weapons, and not with stones, and where

there may be no place whitherthose that are beatenmay fly."

4. With this Jonathan was irritated ; and choosing himself

out ten thousand of his soldiers, he went out of Jerusalem in

haste, with his brother Simon, and came toJoppa, andpitched

his camp on the outside of the city, because the people of

Joppa had shut their gates against him, for they had a garri-

son in the city put there by Apollonius ; but when Jonathan

was preparing to besiege them, they were afraid he would

take thembyforce , and so they opened the gates to him. But

Apollonius, when he heard that Joppa was taken by Jona-

than, took three thousand horsemen, and eight thousand foot-

men, and came to Ashdod, and removing thence, he made

his journey silently and slowly, and going up to Joppa, he

made as if he was retiring from the place, and so drewJo-

nathan into the plain, as valuing himselfhighlyupon his horse-

men, and having his hopes of victory principally in them.

However, Jonathan sallied out, and pursued Apollonius to

Ashdod : but as soon as Apollonius perceived that his enemy

was in the plain, he came back and gave him battle : but

Apollonius had laid a thousand horsemen inambush in a val-

ley, thatthey might be seen bytheir enemies as behindthem:

which when Jonathan perceived, he was under no consterna-

tion, but ordering his army to stand in a square battle array,

he gave them a charge to fall on the enemy on both sides,

and set them to face those that attacked them both before

and behind; and while the fight lasted till the evening, he

gave part of his forces to his brother Simon, and ordered him

to attack the enemies, but for himself, he charged those that

were with him to cover themselves with their armour, and

receive the darts of the horsemen, who did as they were com

manded ; so that the enemy's horsemen, while they threw

their darts till they had no more left, did them no harm,for

the darts that were thrown did not enter into their bodies,

being thrown upon the shields that were united and conjoined

together, the closeness of which easily overcame the force

of the darts, and they flew about without any effect. But

when the enemy grew remiss in throwing their darts from

1
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morning till late at night, Simon perceived their weariness,

and fell upon the body of men before him ; and because his

soldiers showed great alacrity, he put the enemy to flight ;

and when the horsemen saw that the footmen ran away,

neither did they stay themselves, but they beingvery weary,

by the duration of the fight till the evening, and their hopes

from the footmen being quite gone, they basely ran away,

and in great confusion also, till theywere separated one from

another, and scattered over all the plain . Upon which Jona--

than pursued them as far as Ashdod, and slew a great many

of them, and compelled the rest, in despair of escaping, to

fly to the temple of Dagon, which was at Ashdod, but Jona-

than took the city at the first onset, and burnt it and the vil-

lages about it ; nor did he abstain fromthe temple of Dagon

itself,but burnt it also, and destroyed those that had fled to it.

Nowthe entire multitude of the enemiesthat fell in the bat-

tle, and were consumed in the temple was eight thousand .

When Jonathan, therefore, had overcome so great an army,

he removedfrom Ashdod , and came to Askelón : and when

he had pitched his camp without the city,the people ofAske-

lon came out and met him, bringing him hospitable pre-

sents, and honouring him, so he accepted oftheir kind inten-

tions, and returned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal of

prey, which he brought thence when he conquered his ene-

mies ; but when Alexander heard that Apollonius, the gene-

ral of his army, was beaten, he pretended to be glad of it,

because he had fought with Jonathan, his friend and ally,

against his directions. Accordingly , he sent to Jonathan, and

gave testimony to his worth : andgave him honorary rewards,

as a golden button, which it isthe custom to give the king's

kinsmen ;* and allowed him Ekron, and its toparchy, for his

own inheritance.

5. About this time it was that king Ptolemy, who was

called Philometer, led an army, part by the sea, and part by

land, and came to Syria to the assistance of Alexander, who

was his son-in-law : and accordingly, all the cities received

him willingly, as Alexander had commanded them todo, and

conducted him as far as Ashdod ; where they all made loud

complaints about the temple of Dagon, which was burnt,

accused Jonathan of having laid it waste, and destroyed the

countryadjoining withfire , and slain a great number ofthem.

Ptolemy heard these accusations but said nothing. Jona-

than also went to meet Ptolemyas far as Joppa, and obtained

Dr. Hudson here observes, that the Phoenicians and Romans used

to reward such as had deserved well of them, by presenting to them a
golden button. See c. v. sec. 4.

#
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from him hospitable presents, and those glorious in their

kinds, with all marks ofhonour. And when he had conducted

him as far as the river called Eleutherus, he returned again

to Jerusalem.

:

6. But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he was very near to

a most unexpected destruction ; for a treacherous designwas

laid upon his life by Alexander, by the means of Ammonius,

who was his friend and as the treachery was very plain,

Ptolemy wrote to Alexander, and required of him that he

should bring Ammonius to condign punishment, informing

him what snares had been laid for him by Ammonius, and

desiring that he might be accordingly punished for it. But

when Alexander did not comply with his demands, he per-

ceived that it was he himselfwho laid the design, and was

very angry at him. Alexander had also formerly been on

very ill terms with the people of Antioch, for they had suf-

fered very much byhis means ; yet did Ammonius at length

undergo the punishment his insolent crimes had deserved ,

for he was killed in an opprobrious manner, like a woman,

while he endeavoured to conceal himself in a feminine ha-

bit, as we have elsewhere related .

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having given

his daughter in marriage to Alexander, and for the leaguehe

had made with him to assist him against Demetrius ; so he

dissolved his relation to him, and took his daughter away

from him, and immediately sentto Demetrius, and offered to

make a league ofmutual assistance and friendship with him,

and agreed with him to give him his daughter in marriage,

and to restore him to the principality of his fathers. Deme-

trius was well pleased with this embassage , and accepted of

his assistance, and of the marriage of his daughter. But Pto-

lemy had still one more hard task to do, and that was to per-

suade the people of Antioch to receive Demetrius , because

they were greatly displeased at him, on account ofthe inju-

ries his father Demetrius had done them ; yet did he bring

this about ; for as the people of Antioch hated Alexander on

Ammonius' account, as we have showed already, they were

easily prevailed with to cast him out of Antioch ; who, thus

expelled out of Antioch, came into Cilicia. Ptolemy came

then to Antioch, and was made king by its inhabitants, and

by the army so that he was forced to put on two diadems ,

the one of Asia, the other of Egypt : but being naturally a

good and a righteous man, and not desirous of what be-

longed to others, and besides these dispositions, beingalso a

wise man in reasoning about futurities, he determined to

avoid the envy of the Romans, so he called the people of

Vol. III 7*
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Antioch togetherto an assembly, and persuaded themto re-

ceive Demetrius : and assured them, that "he would notbe

mindful ofwhat they did to his father in case he should now

be obliged by them ; and he undertook that he would him-

self be a good monitor and governor to him: and promised

that he would not permit him to attempt any bad actions ;

but that for his own part, he was contented with the king-

dom of Egypt. By which discourse he persuaded the

people of Antioch to receive Demetrius.

29

8. But now Alexander made haste with a numerous and

great army, and came out of Cilicia into Syria, and burnt the

country belonging to Antioch, and pillaged it ; whereupon

Ptolemy, and his son-in-law Demetrius, brought their army

against him, (for he had already given him his daughter in

marriage, ) and beat Alexander, and put him to flight ; and

accordingly he fled into Arabia. Now, it happened in the

time of battle, that Ptolemy's horse, upon hearing the noise

ofan elephant, cast him off his back, and threw him on the

ground ; upon the sight of which accident, his enemies fell

upon him, and gave him many wounds upon his head, and

brought him into danger of death, for when his guards caught

him up, he was so very ill , that for four days' time he was not

able either to understand or to speak. However, Zabdiel ,

a prince among the Arabians, cut off Alexander's head, and

sent it to Ptolemy ; who, recovering of his wounds, and re-

turning to his understanding on the fifth day, heard at once

a most agreeable hearing, and sawa most agreeable sight,

which were the death and the head of Alexander ; yet a

little after this his joy for the death of Alexander, withwhich

he was so greatly satisfied, he also departed this life. Now

Alexander, who was called Bala, reigned over Asia five

years; as we have elsewhere related.

9. But when Demetrius, who was styled Nicator,* had

taken the kingdom, he was so wicked as to treat Ptolemy's

soldiers very hardly, neither rememberingthe league ofmu-

tual assistance that was between them, nor that he was his

son-in-law and kinsman by Cleopatra's marriage to him, so

the soldiers fled from his wicked treatment to Alexandria,

but Demetrius kept his elephants. But Jonathan the high-

priest levied anarmy out of all Judea, and attacked the cita-

del at Jerusalem, and besieged it ; it was held by a garrison

of Macedonians, and by some of those wicked menwhohad

* This name Demetrius Nicator, or Demetrius the Conqueror, is so

written on his coins still extant, as Hudson and Spanheim inform us ;

thelatter of whom gives ushere the entire inscription , " king Demetrius

the god, Philadelphus, Nicator."
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deserted the customs of their forefathers. These men at

first despised the attempts of Jonathan for taking the place,

as dependingon its strength ; but some of those wickedmen

wentout by night, and came to Demetrius, and informed him

that the citadel was besieged : who was irritated with what

he heard, and took his army, and came from Antioch against

Jonathan. And when he was at Antioch, he wrote to him,

and commanded him to come to him quickly to Ptolemais :

upon which Jonathan did not intermit the siege of the cita-

del, but took with him the elders of the people, and the

priests, and carried with him gold and silver, and garments,

and a great number of presents of friendship, and came to

Demetrius, and presented him with them, and thereby paci-

fied the king's anger. So he was honoured byhim, and re-

ceived from him a confirmation of his high-priesthood,as he

had possessed it by the grants of the kings his predecessors .

And when the Jewishdeserters accused him, Demetrius was

so far from giving credit to them , that when he petitioned

him that he would demand no more than three hundred

talents for the tribute of all Judea, and the three toparchies

of Samaria, and Perea, and Galilee, he complied with the

proposal, and gave him a letter confirming all those grants ;

whose contents were as follows : " King Demetrius to Jona-

than his brother, and to the nation of the Jews, sendeth

greeting: we have sent you a copy of that epistle whichwe

have written to Lasthenes our kinsman,that you may know

its contents. King Demetrius to Lasthenes our father, send-

eth greeting : I have determined to return thanks, and to

show favour to the nation of the Jews, which hath observed

the rules ofjustice in our concerns. Accordingly, I remit to

them the three prefectures, Apherima, and Lydda , and Ra-

matha, which have been added to Judea out of Samaria, with

their appurtenances as also what the kings my predeces-

sors received from those that offered sacrifices in Jerusalem ;

and what are due from the fruits of the earth, and of the

trees, and what else belongs to us ; with the salt-pits, and the

crowns that used to be presented to us : nor shall they be

compelled to pay any of the taxes from this time to all fu-

turity. Take care, therefore, that a copy of this epistle be

taken and given to Jonathan, and be set up in an eminent

place of their holy temple.' And these were the contents

of this writing. And now when Demetrius saw that there

was peace every where, and that there was no danger, nor

fear of war, he disbanded the greatest part of his army, and

diminished their pay, and even retained in pay no others

than such foreigners as came up with him from Crete, and

99
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from the other islands. However,this procured him ill-will

and hatred from the soldiers ; onwhomhe bestowed nothing

from this time, while the kings before him used to pay them

in time of peace, as they did before, that they might have

their good-will, that they might be very ready to undergo

the difficulties of war, if any occasion should require it.

CHAPTER V.

HOW TRYPHON, AFTER HE HAD BEATEN DEMETRIUS , DELIVER-

ED THE KINGDOM TO ANTIOCHUS , THE SON OF ALEXANDER ,

AND GAINED JONATHAN FOR HIS ASSISTANT AND CONCERN-

ING THE ACTIONS AND EMBASSIES OF JONATHAN.

1. Now there was a certain commander of Alexander's

forces, an Apamenian by birth, whose name was Diodotus,

and was also called Tryphon, took notice ofthe ill-will the

soldiers bare to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the Ara-

bian, who brought up Antiochus the son of Alexander, and

told him what ill-will the armies bare Demetrius, and per-

suaded him to give him Antiochus, because he would make

him king, and recover to him the kingdom of his father.

Malchus at the first opposed him in this attempt, because he

could not believe him ; but when Trypho lay hard at him

for a long time, he overpersuaded him to comply with Try-

pho's intentions and entreaties. And this was the state Try-

pho was now in.

2. ButJonathanthe high-priest, being desirous to get clear

of those that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, and of the

Jewish deserters and wicked men, as well as of those in all

the garrisons in the country, sent presents and ambassadors

to Demetrius, and entreated him to take away his soldiers

out of the strong holds of Judea. Demetrius made answer,

that after the war, whichhe was now deeply engaged in, was

over, he would not only grant him that, but greater things

than that also ; and he desired he would send him some as-

sistance ; and informed him that his army had deserted him.

So Jonathan chose out three thousand of his soldiers, and sent

them to Demetrius.

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both on

account ofwhat mischief he had himself done them, and be-

cause they were his enemies also on account of his father

Demetrius, who had greatly abused them, so they watched

some opportunity, which they might lay hold on, to fall upon

him. And when they were informed of the assistance that

coming to Demetrius from Jonathan, and considered atwas
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the same time, that he would raise a numerous army, unless

they prevented him, and seized upon him, they took their

weapons immediately, and encompassed his palace in the

wayof a siege, and seizing upon all the ways of getting out,

they sought to subdue their king. And when he saw that

the people of Antioch were become his bitter enemies , and

that they were thus in arms, he took the mercenary soldiers

which he had with him , and those Jews who were sent by

Jonathan, and assaulted the Antiochians ; but he was over-

powered by them, for they were many ten thousands, and

was beaten. But when the Jews saw that the Antiochians

were superior, they went up to the top of the palace, and

shot at them from thence ; and because they were so remote

from themfor their height, that they suffered nothing ontheir

side, but did great execution on the other, as fighting from

such an elevation , they drove them out of the ' adjoining

houses, and immediately set them on fire, whereupon the

flame spread itself over the whole city, and burnt it all down.

This happened by reason of the closeness of the houses, and

because they were generally built of wood : so the Antio-

chians , whenthey were not able to help themselves, nor to

stop the fire, were put to flight. And as the Jews leaped

from the top ofone house to the top of another, and pursued

them after that manner, it thence happened that the pursuit

was so very surprising. But when the king saw that the An-

tiochians were very busy in saving their children, and their

wives, and so did not fight any longer, he fell upon them in

the narrowpassages, and fought them, and slew a great num-

ber ofthem, till at last they were forced to throwdowntheir

arms, and to deliver themselves up to Demetrius. So he for-

gave them this their insolent behaviour, and put an end to

the sedition ; and when he had given rewards to the Jews

out ofthe rich spoils he had gotten, and had returned them

thanks, as the cause of his victory, he sent them away to Je-

rusalem to Jonathan, with an ample testimony of the assist-

ance they had afforded him. Yet did he prove an ill man

toJonathan afterwards, and broke the promises he hadmade ;

and he threatened that he would make warupon him , unless

he would pay all that tribute which the Jewish nation owed

to the first kings [ ofSyria. ] And this he had done, if Tryphon

had not hindered him, and diverted his preparations against

Jonathan, to a concern for his own preservation , for he now

returned out of Arabia into Syria with the child Antiochus,

for he wasyet in age but a youth, and put the diadem on his

head ; and as the whole forces that had left Demetrius, be-

cause they had no pay, came to his assistance, he made war
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upon Demetrius, and joining battle with him, overcamehim

in the fight, andtook from him both his elephants and the

city Antioch.

4. Demetrius, upon this defeat, retired into Cilicia : but

the child Antiochus sent ambassadors, and an epistle to Jo-

nathan, and made him his friend and confederate, and con-

firmed to him the high-priesthood , and yielded up to him

the four prefectures which had been added to Judea. More-

over, he sent him vessels, and cups of gold , and a purple

garment, and gave him leave to use them. He also presented

him with a golden button, and styled him one of his princi-

pal friends ; and appointed his brother Simon to be the ge-

neral over the forces, from the ladder of Tyre unto Egypt.

So Jonathan was so pleased with these grants made him by

Antiochus, that he sent ambassadors to him, and to Tryphon,

and professed himself to betheir friend and confederate, and

said he would join with him in a war against Demetrius, in-

forming him he had made no proper returns for the kind-

nesses he had done him ; for that when he had received

many marks of kindness from him, when he stood in great

need ofthem, he, for such good turns , had requited him with

farther injuries.

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to raise himself a nu-

merous army out of Syria and Phoenicia, and to make war

against Demetrius ' generals ; whereupon he went in haste

to the several cities, which received him splendidly indeed,

but put no forces into his hands. And when he was come

from thence to Askelon, the inhabitants of Askelon came and

brought him presents, and met him in a splendid manner.

He exhorted them, and every one of the cities of Colosyria ,

to forsake Demetrius, and to join with Antiochus ; and in as-

sisting him, to endeavour to punish Demetrius for what offen-

ces he had beenguilty of against themselves ; and told them

there were many reasons for that their procedure, if they

had a mind so to do. And when he had persuaded those cities

to promise their assistance to Antiochus, he came to Gaza,

in order to induce them also to be friends to Antiochus ; but

he found the inhabitants of Gaza much more alienated from

him than he expected, for they had shut their gates against

him, and although they had deserted Demetrius, they had

not resolved tojoin themselves to Antiochus. This provoked

Jonathan to besiege them, and to harass their country ; for

as he set a part of his army round about Gaza itself, so with

the rest, he overran their land, and spoiled it, and burnt what

was in it. When the inhabitants ofGaza saw themselves in

this state of affliction, and that no assistance came to them
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from Demetrius, that what distressed them was at hand, but

what should profit them was still at a great distance, and it

was uncertain whether it would come at all or not, they

thought it would be prudent conduct to leave off any longer

continuance with him, and to cultivate friendship with the

other, so they sent to Jonathan, and professed they would be

his friends and afford him assistance ; for such is the temper

of men, that before they have had the trial of great afflic-

tions , they do not understand what is for their advantage , but

when they find themselves under such afflictions, they then

change their minds, and what it had been better forthemto

have done before they had been at all damaged, they choose

to do, but not till after they had suffered such damages.

However, he made a league of friendship with them, and

took fromthem hostages for their performance of it, and sent

these hostages to Jerusalem, while he went himself over all

the country as far as Damascus.

6. But when he heard that the generals of Demetrius' for-

ces were come to the city Cadesh, with a numerous army,

(the place lies between the land ofthe Tyrians and Galilee,)

for theysupposed they should thereby drawhim out of Sy-

ria in order to preserve Galilee , and that he would not over-

look the Galileans, who were his own people, when warwas

nade upon them, he went to meet them , having left Simon

in Judea, who raised as great an army as he was able out of

thecountry, andthen sat down before Bethsura, and besieged

it, that being the strongest place in all Judea ; and agarrison

of Demetrius' kept it, as we have already related. But as

Simon was raising banks, and bringing his engines of war

against Bethsura, and was very earnest about the siege of it,

the garrison was afraid lest the place should be taken of Si-

mon by force, and they put to the sword, so they sent to Si-

mon, and desired the security of his oath, that they should

cometo no harm from him, and that they would leave the

place, and go away to Demetrius. Accordingly, he gave

them his oath, and ejected them out of the city, and he put

therein a garrison of his own.

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and from the

waters which are called Gennesar, for there he was before

encamped, and came into the plain that is called Asor, with-

out knowing that the enemy was there. Whentherefore, De-

metrius' men knew a day beforehand that Jonathan was

coming against them, they laid an ambush in the mountain,

whowere to assault him onthesudden, while they themselves

met him with an army in the plain : which army when Jona-

thansawready to engage him,he also got ready his ownsol
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diers for the battle as well as he was able ; but those that

were laid in ambush by Demetrius' generals being behind

them , the Jews were afraid lest they should be caught in the

midst, between two bodies, and perish ; so they ran away in

haste, and indeed all the rest left Jonathan, but a few there

were, in number about fifty, who staid with him, and with

them Mattathias, the son of Absalom, and Judas , the son of

Chapseus, who were commanders, ofthe whole army. These

marched boldly, and like men desperate, against the enemy,

and so pushed them, that by their courage they daunted

them, and with their weapons in their hands, they put them

to flight. And when those soldiers ofJonathan, that had re-

tired, saw the enemy giving way, they got together after

their flight and pursued them with great violence ; and this

did they as far as Cadesh, where the campof the enemy lay.

8. Jonathanhaving thus gotten a glorious victory, and slain

two thousandof the enemy, returned to Jerusalem. So when

he saw that all his affairs prospered, according to his mind,

by the providence of God, he sent ambassadors to the Ro-

mans, being desirous of renewing that friendship which their

nation had with them formerly. Heenjoined the same am-

bassadors, that, as they came back, they should go to the

Spartans, and put them in mind oftheir friendship and kin-

dred. So when the ambassadors came to Rome, they went

into their senate, and said, what they were commanded by

Jonathan the high-priest to say, how he had sent them to

confirm their friendship. The senate then confirmed what

had been formerly decreed concerning their friendship with

the Jews ; and gave them letters to carry to all the kings of

Asia and Europe, and to the governors of the cities, that they

mightsafelyconductthem totheirown country. Accordingly,

as they returned,they came to Sparta, and delivered the epis-

tle which they had received ofJonathan to them ; a copy of

whichhere follows : "Jonathan the high-priest of the Jew

ish nation, and the senate and body ofthe people of theJews,

to the ephori and senate, and people of the Lacedæmonians

send greeting if you be well, and both your public and

private affairs be agreeable to your mind, it is acording to

our wishes : we are well also. When in former times an

epistle was brought to Onias, who was then our high-priest,

from Areus, who at that time was your king, by Demoteles,

concerning the kindred that was between us and you, a copy

ofwhich is here subjoined, we bothjoyfully received the epis-

tle,andwere well pleased with Demotelesand Areus, although

wedid not need such a demonstration, because we were satis-

fied about it from the sacred writings, yetdid notwe think at
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first to begin the claim of this relation to you, lest weshould

seem too early in taking to ourselves the glory which is now

given us by you.* It is a long time since this relation of

ours to you has been renewed; and when we, upon holy

and festival days, offer sacrifices to God, we pray to him for

your preservation and victory. As to ourselves, although

we have had many wars that have compassed us round,

bythe covetousness of our neighbours, yet did not we deter-

mine to be troublesome either to you, or to others that were

related to us ; but since we have now overcome our ene-

mies, and have occasion to send Numenius, the son ofAn-

tiochus, and Antipater, the son of Jason, who are both hon-

ourable men belonging to our senate, to the Romans, we

gave them this epistle to you also, that they might renew

that friendship which is between us. You will, therefore , do

well yourselves, to write tous, and send us an account ofwhat

you stand in need of from us, since we are in all things dis-

posedto act according to your desires." Sothe Lacedæmon-

jans received the ambassadors kindly, and made a decree

for friendship and mutual assistance , and sent it to them.

9. At this time there were three sects among the Jews,

who had different opinions concerning human actions ; the

one was called the sect of the Pharisees, another the sect of

the Sadducees, and the other the sect of the Essens. Nowfor

the Pharisees, they say that some actions, but not all , are

the work of fate, and some of them are in our own power,

andthat they are liable to fate, but are not caused by fate.f

* This clause is otherwise rendered in the first book of Maccabees,

xii. 9. For that we have the holy books ofScripture in our hands to com-

fort us. The Hebrew original being lost, we cannot certainlyjudge

which was the truest version, only the coherence favours Josephus, but

ifthis were the Jews' meaning, that they were satisfied out of their Bi-

ble, that the Jews and Lacedaemonians were of kin, that part of their

Bible is now lost, for we find no such assertion in our present copies.

+ Those that suppose Josephus to contradict himself in his three se-

veral accounts ofthe notions ofthe Pharisees, this here, and that earlier

one whichis the largest, Ofthe War, B. ii. c. viii. sec. 14. vol. v. and

that later, Antiq. B. xviii. c. i. sec. 3. vol. iv. as if he sometimes said

they introduced an absolute fatality, and denied all freedom of human

actions, is almost wholly groundless he ever, as the very learned

Casaubonheretruly observes, asserting, that the Pharisees were between ·

the Essens and Sadducees, and did only so far ascribe all to fate, or“-

Divine Providence, as was consistent with the freedom of human ac

tions. However, their perplexed wayof talking about fate, or Provi-

dence, as overruling all things, made it commonly thought they were

willing to excuse their sins by ascribingthem to fate as inthe Aposto-

lical constitutions, B. vi. c vi. Perhaps under the same general name,

VOL. III.
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But the sect of the Essens affirm, that fate governs all things.

and that nothing befalls men but what is according to its de-

termination. And for the Sadducees, they take away fate ,

and say there is no such thing, and that the events of human

affairs are not at its disposal, but they suppose that all our ac-

tions areinour own power, so that we are ourselves the causes

ofwhat is good, and receive what is evil from our own folly.

However, I have given a more exact account of these opin-

ions in the second book of the Jewish War.

10. Butnowthe generals of Demetrius being willing to re-

cover the defeat they had had, gathered a greater army to-

getherthan theyhad before, and came against Jonathan ; but as

soon as he was informed of their coming, he went suddenly to

meet them, to the country of Hamoth, for he resolved togive

them no opportunity of coming into Judea, so he pitched his

camp at fifty furlongs distance from the enemy, and sent out

spies to take a viewof theircamp, and after what mannerthey

were encamped. When his spies had given him full informa-

tion, and had seized upon some of them by night, who told

him the enemy would soon attack him, be, thus apprized be-

forehand, provided for his security, and placed watchmen be-

yond his camp, and kept all his forces armed all night ; and

he gave them a charge to be of good courage, and to have

their minds prepared to fight in the night-time, ifthey should

be obliged so to do, lesttheir enemies' designs should seem

concealed from them. But when Demetrius' commanders

were informed, that Jonathan knew what they intended, their

counsels were disordered, and it alarmedthem to find that the

enemy had discovered those their intentions ; nor did they

expect to overcome them any other way, nowthey had fail-

ed in the snares they had laid for them, for should they ha-

zard an open battle, they did not think they should be a

match for Jonathan's army,so they resolvedto fly ; and hav-

ing lighted many fires, that when the enemy saw them, they

might suppose they were there still , they retired . But when

Jonathan came to give them battle in the morning in their

camp, and found it deserted, and understood they were fled,

some difference of opinions in this point might be propagated, as is very

common in all parties, especially in points of metaphysical subtility :

however, our Josephus, who in his heart was a great admirer of the

piety ofthe Essens, was yet in practice a Pharisee, as he himself in-

forms us in his own life, sec. 2. vol. iv. And his account of his doctrine

ofthe Pharisees, is for certain agreeable to his own opinion, who ever

both fully allowed the freedom ofhuman actions, and yet strongly believ-

ed the powerful interposition of Divine Providence. See concerning

this matter a remarkable clause. Antiq.. B. xvi. c. xi. sec. 7. vol. ii.

$
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he pursued them, yet he could not overtake them, for they

had already passed over the river Eleutherus, and were out

ofdanger. So whenJonathan was returned thence, he went

into Arabia, and fought against the Nabateans , and drove

away a great deal of their prey, and took [many] captives,

and came to Damascus, and there sold offthat which he had

taken. About the same time it was, that Simon his brother,

went over all Judea, and Palestine, as far as Askelon, and

fortified the strong holds ; and when he had made them very

strong, both in the edifices erected , and in the garrisons

placed in them, he came to Joppa, and when he had taken

it, he brought a great garrison into it, for he heard that the

people of Joppa were disposed to deliver up the city to

Demetrius' generals.

11. When Simon and Jonathan had finished these affairs,

they returned to Jerusalem, where Jonathan gathered all the

people together, and took council to restore the walls ofJe-

rusalem, and to rebuild the wall that encompassed the tem-

ple, which had been thrown down, and to make the places

adjoining stronger by very high towers ; and besides that, to

build another wall in the midst of the city, in order to ex-

cludethe market-place from the garrison which was in the ci-

tadel, and by that means to hinder them from any plenty of

provisions ; and moreover, to make the fortresses that were

in the country much stronger, and more defensible, than they

were before. And when these things were approved of by

the multitude, as rightly proposed, Jonathan himself took

' care ofthe building that belonged to the city, and sent Simon

away to makethe fortresses in the country more secure than

formerly. But Demetrius passed over [Euphrates, ] and came

into Mesopotamia, as desirous to retain that country still , as

well as Babylon ; and when he should have obtained the do-

minion ofthe upper provinces, to lay a foundation for reco-

vering his entire kingdom ; for those Greeks and Macedon-

ians who dwelt there, frequently sent ambassadors to him ,

and promised, that ifhe would come to them, they would de-

liver themselves up to him, and assist him in fighting against

Arsaces, the king of the Parthians. * So he was elevated

withthese hopes, and came hastily tothem, ashavingresolved

that, if he had once overthrown the Parthians, and gotten

* This king who was of the famous race of Arsaces, is both here,

and 1 Maccab. xiv . 2, called by the family name Arsaces ; but Appian

says, his proper name was Phraates. He is here also called byJose

phus, the king of the Parthians, as the Greeks used to call them, butby
the elder author ofthe first book ofMaccabees, the king of the Persians

and Medes, according to the language ofthe eastern nations. See Au-

thent. Res. part ii. 1103.
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an armyof his own, he would make war against Tryphon,

and eject him out of Syria ; and the people of that country

received him with great alacrity. So he raised forces, with

which he fought against Arsaces, and lost all his army, and

was himselftaken alive, as we have elsewhere related.

CHAPTER VI.

HOWJONATHAN WAS SLAIN BY TREACHERY : ANDHOW THERE-

UPON THE JEWS MADE SIMON THEIR GENERAL AND HIGH

PRIEST : WHAT COURAGEOUS ACTIONS ALSO HE PERFORMED,

ESPECIALLY AGAINST TRYPHON.

1. NowwhenTryphon knewwhat had befallen Demetrius ,

he was no longer firm to Antiochus, but contrived bysubtlety

to kill him, and then take possession of his kingdom ; but

the fear that hewas in ofJonathan, was an obstacle to this his

design, for Jonathan was a friend to Antiochus, for which

cause he resolved first to take Jonathan out of the way, and

then to set about his design relatingto Antiochus : but hejudg-

ing it best to take him offby deceit and treachery, came from

Antioch to Bethshan, which by the Greeks is called Scytho-

polis, at which place Jonathan met him with forty thousand

chosen men, for he thought that he came to fight him ; but

when he perceived that Jonathan was ready to fight, he at-

tempted to gain him by presents, and kind treatment, and

gave order to his captains to obey him, and by these means

was desirous to give him assurance of his good-will , and to

take away all suspicions out of his mind, that so he might

make him careless and inconsiderate, and might take him

whenhe was unguarded . He also advised him to dismiss his

army, because there was no occasion for bringing it with

him when there was no war, but all was in peace. How-

ever, he desired him to retain a few about him, and go with

him to Ptolemais, for that he would deliver the city up to

him, and would bring all the fortresses that were in the coun-

try under bis dominion ; and he told him that he came with

those very designs .

2. Yet did not Jonathan suspect any thing at all bythis his

management, but believed that Tryphon gave him this advice

out of kindness, and with a sincere design. Accordingly, he

dismissed his army, and retained no more than three thou-

sand ofthem with him, and left two thousand in Galilee, and

he himself, with one thousand, came with Tryphon to Ptole-

mais but when the people of Ptolemais had shut their

gates, as it had been commanded them by Tryphon to do,

he took Jonathan alive, and slew all that were with him .

He also sent soldiers against those two thousand that were
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eft in Galilee, in order to destroy them : but those menhav-

ing heard the report of what had happened to Jonathan, they

prevented the execution, and before those that were sent by

Tryphon came, they covered themselves with their armour,

and went away out of the country. Now when those that

were sent against them saw that they were ready to fight for

their lives, they gave them no disturbance, but returned back

to Tryphon.

3. But whenthe people ofJerusalem heard that Jonathan

was taken, and that the soldiers that were with him were de-

stroyed, they deplored his sad fate, and there was earnest

inquiry made about him by every body, and a great andjust

fear fell upon them, and made them sad, lest nowthey were

deprived ofthe courage and conduct of Jonathan, the nations

about them should bear them ill-will ; and as they were be-

fore quiet on account of Jonathan, they should now rise up

against them, and by making war with them, should force

them into the utmost dangers . And indeed what they sus-

pected really befell them ; for when those nations heard of

the death of Jonathan, they began to make war with the

Jews, as nowdestitute of a governor ; and Tryphon himself

got an army together, and had an intention to go up to Judea,

and make war against its inhabitants. But when Simonsaw

that the people of Jerusalem were terrified at the circum-

stances they were in, he desired to make a speech to them,

and thereby to render them more resolute in opposing Try-

phon, when he should come against them. He then called

the people together into the temple, and thence began thus

to encourage them: "O my countrymen, you are not igno-

rant that our father, myself,and my brethren, have ventured

to hazard our lives, and that willingly, for the recovery of

your liberty ; since I have, therefore, such plenty of exam-

ples before me, and we ofour family have determined with

ourselves to die for our laws, and our divine worship, there

shall no terror be so great as to banish this resolution from

our souls, nor to introduce in its place a love of life , and a

contempt ofglory. Do you, therefore, followme with alac-

rity whithersoever I shall lead you, as not destitute of such

a captain as is willing to suffer, and to do the greatest things

for you; for neither am I better than my brethren, that 1

should be sparing of my own life, and so far worse than they

as to avoid and refuse what they thought the most honoura-

ble of all things, I mean, to undergo death for your laws,

and for that worship of God which is peculiar to you ; I will,

therefore, give such proper demonstrations as will show that

I am theirown brother ; and I am so bold as to expect that

VOL. III. 8*
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I shall avenge their blood upon our enemies, and deliver

you all, with your wives, and children, from the injuries

they intend against you , and, with God's assistance, to pre-

serve your temple from destruction by them, for I see that

these nations have you in contempt, as being without a go-

vernor, and that they thence are encouraged to make war

against you. "

4. Bythis speech of Simon's, he inspired the multitude

with courage, and as they had been before dispirited through

fear, they were now raised to a good hope of better things,

insomuch, that the whole multitude of the people cried out

all at once, that Simon should be their leader ; and that in-

stead ofJudas and Jonathan his brethren, he should have the

government over them ; and they promised that they would

readily obey him in whatsoever he should command them.

Sohegottogether immediately all his ownsoldiers that were

fit for war, and made haste in rebuilding the walls of the

city; and strengthened them byveryhigh and strong towers ;

and sent a friend of his, one Jonathan, the son of Absalom , to

Joppa, and gave him order to eject the inhabitants out of

the city, for he was afraid lest they should deliver up the

city to Tryphon, but he himself staid to secure Jerusalem.

5. ButTryphon removedfrom Ptolemais with agreat army,

andcame into Judea, andbroughtJonathanwith him in bonds.

Simon also met him with his army at the city Adida, which

is upon a hill, and beneath it lie the plains of Judea . And

when Tryphon knew that Simon was by the Jews made their

governor, he, sent to him, and would have imposed upon him

by deceit and treachery ; and desired him if he would have

his brother Jonathan released , that he would send him a hun-

dred talents of silver, and two of Jonathan's sons as hosta-

ges, that when he shall be released, he may not make Ju-

dea revolt from the king, for that at present he was kept in

bonds on account of the money he had borrowed from the

king, and now owed it to him. But Simon was awareofthe

craftof Tryphon, andalthough he knew that if he gave him

the money he should lose it , and that Tryphon would not set

his brother free, and withal should deliver the sons ofJona-

than to the enemy, yet because he was afraid that he should

have a calumny raised against him among the multitude as

the cause of his brother's death, if he neither gave the mo-

ney, nor sent Jonathan's sons, he gathered his army together,

and told them what offers Tryphon had made ; and added

this, that the offers were ensnaring and treacherous, and yet

it was more eligible to sendthe money and Jonathan's sons,

than to be liable to the imputation of not complying with

Tryphon's offers, and thereby refusing to savehis brother.
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Accordingly, Simon sent the sons of Jonathan, andthe mo

ney: but when Tryphonhad received themhe did not keep

bis promise, nor set Jonathan free, but took his army, and

wwent about all the country, and resolved togo up afterwards

toJerusalem by the way of Idumea, while Simon went over

against him with his army, and all along pitched his own

camp over against his.

6. But when those that were in the citadel had sent to

Tryphon, andbesoughthimtomake haste, andcome tothem,

and to send them provisions, he prepared his cavalry as

though he would be at Jerusalem that very night ; but so

great a quantity of snow fell in the night, that it coveredthe

roads, and made them so deep that there was no passing,

especially for the cavalry. This hindered him from coming

to Jerusalem ; whereupon Tryphon removed thence, and

came into Coelosyria, and falling vehemently upon the land

of Gilead, he slewJonathan there ; and when he had given

order for his burial, be returned himself to Antioch. How-

ever, Simon sent some to the city Basca to bring away his

brother's bones, and buried them in their own city Modin ;

and all the people made great lamentation over him. Simon

also erected a very large monument for his father, and his

brethren, ofwhite and polished stone, and raised it to agreat

height, and so as to be seen a long way off, and made clois-

ters about it, and set up pillars , which were of one stone

a-piece ; a work it was wonderful to see. Moreover, he built

seven pyramids also for his parents and his brethren, one for

each of them, which were made very surprising, bothfor

their largeness and beauty, and which have been preserved

to this day: and we know that it was Simon who bestowed

so much zeal about the burial of Jonathan, andthe building

of these monuments for his relations. Now Jonathan died .

when he had been high-priest four years, and had been also

the governor of his nation. And these were the circum-

stances that concerned his death.

7. But Simon, who was made high-priestby the multitude,

in the very first year of his high-priesthood, set his people

There is some error in the copies here, when no more than four

years are ascribed to the high- priesthood of Jonathan. We knowby

Josephus' last Jewish chronology, Antiq. B. xx. c. x. vol. iv. that there

was an interval of seven years between the death of Alcimus or Jaci-

mus,the last high-priest, and the real high- priesthood of Jonathan, to

whom yet those seven years seem here to be ascribed, as a part ofthem

were to Judas before, Antiq. B. xii. c. x. sec. 6 vol. iii. Now since,

besides those seven years interregnum in the pontificate, we are told,

Antiq. B. xx. c. x. that Jonathan's real high-priesthood lasted seven

years more ; those two seven years will make up fourteen years, which

I suppose was Josephus' own number in this place, instead of the four

in our present copies.



92
ANTIQUITIES

free from their slavery under the Macedonians, and permit-

tedthem to pay tribute tothem no longer ; which liberty and

freedom from tribute they obtained after one hundred and.

seventy years of the kingdom ofthe Assyrians ;* which was

after Seleucus, who was called Nicator, got the dominion

over Syria. Now the affection of the multitude toward

Simon was so great, that in their contracts one with another,

and in their public records, they wrote, " In thefirst year of

Simon, the benefactor and ethnarch of the Jews ;" for un-

der him they were very happy, and overcame the enemies

that were round about them, for Simon overthrew the city

Gazara, and Joppa, and Jamnia. He also took the citadel

ofJerusalem by siege, and cast it down to the ground, that

it might not be any more a place of refuge to their enemies

when they took it, to do them a mischief, as it had been till

now. And when he had done this, he thought it their best

way, and most for their advantage, to level the very moun-

tain itself upon which that citade! happened to stand, that so

the temple might be higher than it. And indeed , when he ·

had called the multitude to an assembly, he persuaded them

to have it so demolished, and this by putting them in mind

what miseries they had suffered by its garrison, and the Jew-

ish deserters, and what miseries they might hereafter suffer,

in case any foreigner should obtain the kingdom, and put a

garrison into that citadel. This speech induced the multi-

tude to a compliance , because he exhorted them to nothing

but what was for their owngood : so they all sat themselves

to the work, and levelled the mountain, and in that work

spent both day and night, without any intermission , which

cost them three whole years before it was removed, and

brought to an entire level with the plain of the rest of the

city. After which, the temple was the highest of all the

buildings, now the citadel, as well as the mountain whereon

it stood, were demolished. And these actions were thus per-

formed under Simon.

* These 170 years of the Assyrians mean no more, as Josephus ex-

plains himselfhere, than fromthe era of Seleucus, which, as it is known

to have begun in the 312th year before the Christian æra, from its

springinthe first book of Maccabees, and from its autumn inthe second

book ofMaccabees, so did it not begin at Babylon till the next spring,

in the 311th year. See Prid. at the year 312 And it is truly observed

byDr. Hudson on this place, that the Syrians and Assyrians are some-

times confounded in ancient authors, according to the words of Justin

the epitomiser ofTrogus Pompeius, who says, that "the Assyrians were

afterwards called Syrians." B. i: c. xi . See ofthe War, B. v. c. ix. sec.

4. vol. vi. where the Philistines themselves, at the south limit of Syria,

in its utmost extent, are called Assyrians by Josephus, as Spanheim

observes.
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CHAPTER VII.

HOW SIMON CONFEDERATEDHIMSELF WITH ANTIOCHUS PIUS,

AND MADEWAR AGAINST TRYPHON AND A LITTLE AFTER-

WARDS AGAINST CENDEBEUS , THE GENERAL OF ANTIOCHUS'

ARMY AS ALSO HOW SIMON WAS MURDERED BY HIS SON-IN

LAW, PTOLEMY, AND THAT BY TREACHERY.

1. Now a little while after Demetrius had been carried

intocaptivity,* Tryphon his governor, destroyed Antiochus, t

the son of Alexander, who was called the god , and this

when he had reigned four years, though he gave it out that

he died under the hands of the surgeons. He then sent his

* It must here be diligently noted , that Josephus' copy of the first

book of Maccabees, which he had so carefully followed, and faithfully

abridged as far as the 50th verse of the twelfth chapter, seems there to

have ended. What few things there are afterwards common to both,

might probably be learned by him from some other more imperfect re-

cords. However, we must exactly observe here, what the remaining

part ofthat book of the Maccabees informs us of, and what Josephus

would never have omitted, had his copy contained so much, that this

Simon the Great, the Maccabee, made a league with Antiochus Soter,

the son ofDemetrius Soter, and brother ofthe other Demetrius who was

now a captive in Parthia : that upon his coming to the crown , about

the 140th year before the Christian æra, he granted great privileges to

the Jewish nation, and to Simon their high-priest and ethnarch, which

privileges Simon seems to have taken of his own accord about three

years before. In particular, he gave him leave to coin money for his

country with his own stamp : and as concerning Jerusalem , and the

sanctuary, that they should be free, or, as the vulgar Latin hath it, holy

and free, 1 Maccab. xv. 6, 7, which I take to be the true reading, as

being the very words of his father's concession offered to Jonathan sev-

eral years before, c. x. 31, and Antiq. B. xiii. c. ii. sec. 3. vol. iii. Now

what makes these dates and these grants, greatly remarkable, is the

state ofthe remaining genuine shekels of the Jews with Samaritan cha-

racters, which seem to have been (most of them at least) coined in the

four first years of this Simon the Asmonean, and having upon them

these words on one side, Jerusalem the holy, and on the reverse.

the year offreedom, 1 , or 2, or 3, or 4, which shekels, therefore are ori-

ginal monuments ofthese times, and undeniable marks of the truth of

the history in these chapters, though it be in great measure omitted by

Josephus. See Essay on the Old Test. p 157 , 158. The reason why

I rather suppose that his copy of the Maccabees wanted these chap-

ters, than that his own copies are here imperfect, is this, that all their
contents are not here omitted, though much the greatest part be.

In

+ How Tryphon killed this Antiochus, the epitome of Livy informs

us, c. lv. viz. that he corrupted his physicians or surgeons, who falsely

pretending to the people that he was perishing with the stone, as they

cut him for it, killed him, which exactly agrees with Josephus.

That this Antiochus, the son of Alexander Balas, was called the

god, is evident from his coins, which, Spanheim assures us, bear this in

scription, king Antiochus the god , Epiphanes the victorious.
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friends, and those that were most intimate with him to the

soldiers ; and promised that he would give them a great deal

ofmoney, ifthey would make him king. He intimated to

them that Demetrius was made a captive by the Parthians ;

and that Demetrius' brother Antiochus , ifhe came tobe king,

would dothem a great deal of mischief, in way of revenge

for their revolting from his brother So the soldiers , in ex-

pectation of the wealth they should get by bestowingthe king-

dom on Tryphon, made him their ruler. However, when

Tryphon had gained the management of affairs, he demon-

strated his disposition to be wicked ; for while he was a pri-

vate person, he cultivated a familiarity with the multitude,

and pretended to great moderation, and so drew them on

artfully to whatsoever he pleased ; but when he had once

taken the kingdom, he laid aside any farther dissimulation , and

was true Tryphon, which behaviour made his enemies supe-

rior to him, for the soldiery hated him, and revolted from him

to Cleopatra, the wife of Demetrius, who was then shut up

in Seleucia with her children. But as Antiochus, the brother

of Demetrius, who was called Soter, was not admitted byany

of the cities, on account of Tryphon, Cleopatra sent to him,

and invited him to marry her, and take the kingdom. The

reasons why she made this invitation were these : that her

friends persuaded her to it, and that she was afraid for her-

self, in case some of the people of Seleucia should deliver

up the city to Tryphon.

2. As Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, and his forces

increased every day, he marchedto fight Tryphon ; and hav-

ing beaten him in the battle, he ejected him out of the Up-

per Syria into Phoenicia, and pursued him thither, and be-

sieged him in Dora, which was a fortress hard to be taken,

whither he had fled. He also sent ambassadors to Simon,

the Jewish high-priest, about a league of friendship and mu-

tual assistance ; who readily accepted of the invitation, and

sent toAntiochusgreat sumsofmoney and provisions for those

that besieged Dora, and thereby supplied them very plenti-

fully, so that for a little while he was looked upon as one of

his most intimate friends ; but still Tryphon fled from Dora

to Apamia, where he was taken during the siege, and put

to death, when he had reigned three years.

3. However, Antiochus forgot the kind assistance that Si-

mon had afforded him in his necessity; byreason of his covet-

ous and wicked disposition, and committed an army of sol-

diers to his friend Cendebeus, and sent him at once to ravage

Judea, and to seize Simon. When Simon heard of Antiochus'

breaking his league with him, although he werenow inyears,

E
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yet, provoked with the unjust treatment hehad met with from

Antiochus, and taking a resolution brisker than his agecould

well bear, he went,like a young man,to act as general of his

army. He also sent his sons before, among the most hardy

ofhis soldiers, and he himself marched on with his army an-

other way, and laid many ofhis men in ambushes in the nar-

rowvalleys between the mountains ; nor did he fail ofsuccess

in any one of his attempts, butwas too hard for his enemies

in every one of them. So he led the rest ofhis life in peace,

and did also himself make a league with the Romans.

Nowhe wasthe ruler of the Jews in all eight years : but

at a feast, came to his end. It was caused by the treachery

of his son-in-law Ptolemy ; who caught also his wife , and two

of his sons, and kept them in bonds. He also sent some to

kill John, the third son, whose name was Hyrcanus ; but the

young man perceiving them coming, he avoided the danger

he was in from them , and made haste into the city [Jerusa-

lem , ] as relying on the good-will of the multitude, because

of the benefits they had received from his father, and be-

cause of the hatred the same multitude bore to Ptolemy, so

that when Ptolemy was endeavouring to enter the city by

another gate, they drove him away, as having already ad-

mitted Hyrcanus.

CHAPTER VIII.

HYRCANUS RECEIVES THE HIGH-PRIESTHOOD, AND EJECTS

PTOLEMY OUT OF THE COUNTRY . ANTIOCHUS MAKES WAR

AGAINST HYRCanus , and afTERWARDS MAKES Á LEAGUE

WITH HIM.

1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses that was

above Jericho, which was called Dagon : but Hyrcanus hav-

ing taken the priesthood that had been his father's before,

and in the first place propitiated God by sacrifices , he then

made an expedition against Ptolemy ; and whenhe made his

attacks upon the place, in other points he was too hard for

him, but was rendered weaker than he by the commiseration

he had for his mother and brethren, and by that only, for

* Here Josephus begins to follow , and abridge the next sacred He-

brew book, styled in the end of the first book of Maccabees, "The

ChronicleofJohn (Hyrcanus' ] high- priesthood," but in some ofthe Greek

copies, "the fourth book of Maccabees." A Greek version of this chro-

nicle was extant not very long ago, in the days of Santus Pagninus ; and

Sixtus Senensis, at Lyons, though it seemsto have been there burnt, and

to be now utterly lost. See Sixtus Senensis' account of it, and of its

many Hebraisms, and its great agreement with Josephus' abridgment

in the Authen. Rec. part. i. p . 206, 207, 208.
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Ptolemy broughtthem uponthe wall, and tormented them iss

the sight of all, and threatened that he would throw them

down headlong, unless Hyrcanus would leave off the siege.

And as he thought, that so far as he relaxed as to the siege

and takingofthe place, so much favour did he show to those

that were dearest to him, by preventing their misery, his

zeal about it was cooled. However, his mother spread out

her hands, and begged of him that he would not grow remiss

on heraccount, but indulge his indignation so much the more,

and that he would do his utmost to take the place quickly,

in order to get the enemy under his power, and then to

avenge upon him what he had done to those that were dearest

to himself ; for that death would be to hersweet, thoughwith

torment, if that enemy of theirs might but be brought to

punishment for his wicked dealings to them. Now when

his mother said so, he resolved to take the fortress imme-

`diately ; but when he saw her beaten, and torn to pieces, his

courage failed him , and he could not but sympathize with

what his mother suffered , and was thereby overcome. And

as the siege was drawn out into length by this means, that

year in which the Jews use to rest came on, for the Jews

observe this rest every seventh year, as they doevery seventh

day ; sothat Ptolemy being for this cause released from the

war, heslewthe brethren of Hyrcanus, and his mother : and

whenhe had so done, be fled to Zeno, who was called Coty-

las, who was then the tyrant of the city of Philadelphia.

2. But Antiochus being very uneasy at the miseries that

Simonhad brought upon him, he invadedJudea, inthe fourth

year of his reign, and the first year of the principality of

Hyrcanus, inthe hundred and sixty-second Olympiad. † And

* Hence we learn, that in the days ofthis excellent high-priest, John

Hyrcanus, the observation of the Sabbatic year, asJosephus supposed,

required a rest from war, as did that of the weekly Sabbath from work ;

I meanthis, unless in thecase of necessity, when the Jews were attacked

by their enemies, in which case indeed, and in which alone they then

allowed defensive fighting to be lawful even on the Sabbath-day, as we

see in several places of Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. c. vi. sec. 2. B. xiii.

c. i . sec. 3. vol iii. Of the War, B. i. c. vii. sec. 3. vol. v. Butthen it

must be noted, that this rest from the war no way appearsin thefirst

book of Maccabees, chap. xvi. but the direct contrary ; though indeed

the Jews, in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture upon

fighting on the Sabbath- day, even in the defence of their own lives, till

the Asmoneans or Maccabees decreed so to do, 1 Maccab. ii. 32-41 .

Antiq. B. xi. c. vii. sec. 2.

+ Josephus' copies, both Greek and Latin, having here a gross mis-

take, when they say, that this first year of John Hyrcanus, whichwe

have just now seen to have been a Sabbatic year, was in the 162d

Olympiad, whereas it was for certain the second year of the 161st. See

the like before, B. xii. c. vii. sec. 6.
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when he had burnt the country, he shut up Hyrcanus inthe

city, which he encompassed round with seven encampments ,

butjust nothing at the first, because ofthe strength of the wall,

andbecause of the valour ofthe besieged , although they were

once in want of water, which yet they were delivered from

by a large shower of rain, which fell at the setting ofthe

Pleiades. However, about the north part of the wall, where

ithappenedthe city was upon a level with the outwardground,

the king raised a hundred towers of three stories high, and

placed bodies of soldiers upon them, and as he made his at-

tacks every day, he cut a double ditch,deep and broad, and

confined the inhabitants within it as within a wall ; butthe

besieged contrived to make frequent sallies out, and if the

enemy were not any where upon their guard, fell uponthem ,

and did them a great deal of mischief, and ifthey perceived

them, they then retired into the city with ease. But be-

cause Hyrcanus discerned the inconvenience of so great a

number of men in the city, while the provisions were the

sooner spent by them, and yet, as is natural to suppose, those

great numbers did nothing, he separated the useless part,

and excluded themout of the city , and retained that part only

which were in the flower of their age, and fit for war. How-

ever, Antiochus would not let those that were excluded go

away, who, therefore , wandering about between the walls,

and consuming away by famine, died miserably ; but when

the feast of tabernacles was at hand, those that were within

commiserated their condition, and received them in again.

And when Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and desired there

might be a truce for seven days, because of the festival , he

gave wayto this piety toward God, and made that truce ac-

cordingly ; and besides that, he sent in a magnificent sacri-

fice, bulls with their horns gilded,† with all sorts of sweet

spices, and with cups of gold and silver. So those that were

at the gates received the sacrifices from those that brought

them, and led them to the temple , Antiochus the mean while

feasting his army ; which was a quite different conduct from

* This heliacle setting of the Pleiades, or seven stars, wasin thedays

of Hyrcanus and Josephus, early in the spring, about February, the

time of the latter rain in Judea ; and this, so far as I remember, is the

only astronomical character of time, besides one eclipse of the moon in

the reign of Herod, that we meet with in all Josephus, the Jews being

little accustomed to astronomical observations, any farther than for the

uses of theirkalendar, and utterly forbidden those astrological uses which

theheathens commonly made of them.

+ Dr. Hudson tells us here, that this custom of gilding the horns of

those oxen that were to be sacrificed, is a knownthing, both in the poets
and orators.

Vol. III.
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Antiochus Epiphanes, who, when he had taken the city,

offered swine upon the altar, and sprinkled the temple with

the broth of their flesh, in order to violate the laws of the

Jews, and the religion they derived from their forefathers,

for which reason our nation made war with him, and would

never be reconciled to him : but for this Antiochus, all men

called him Antiochus the Pious, for the great zeal he had

about religion.

*

3. Accordingly, Hyrcanus took this moderation ofhis kind-

ly; and when he understood how religious he was toward

the Deity, he sent an embassage to him, and desired that he

would restore the settlements they received from their fore-

fathers. So he rejected the counsel ofthose that would have

him utterly destroy the nation, by reason oftheir way ofliv-

ing, whichwas to others unsociable , and did not regardwhat

they said. But being persuaded that all they did was out

of a religious mind, he answered the ambassadors, that ifthe

besieged would deliver up their arms, and pay tribute for

Joppa, and the other cities which bordered upon Judea, and

admit a garrison of his, on these terms, he would make war

against them no longer. But the Jews, although they were

content with the other conditions, did not agree to admitthe

garrison, because they could not associate with other peo-

ple, nor converse with them ; yet were they willing instead

of the admission of the garrison, to give him hostages, and

five hundred talents of silver ; ofwhichthey paid down three

hundred, and sent the hostages immediately, which king An-

tiochus accepted. One of those hostages was Hyrcanus bro

ther : but still he broke down the fortifications that encom-

passed the city and upon these conditions Antiochus raised

the siege, and departed .

4. But Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of David, who ex-

celled all other kings in riches, and took out of it three thou-

sand talents. He was also the first of the Jews that, relying

on this wealth, maintained foreign troops. There was alsoa

league of friendship and mutual assistance, made between

them upon which Hyrcanus admitted him into the city, and

furnished him with whatsoever his army wanted, in great

plenty, and with great generosity, and marched along with

him whenhe made an expedition against the Parthians ; of

which Nicolaus of Damascus is a witness for us ; who in his

historywrites thus : " When Antiochus had erected a trophy

* This account in Josephus, that the present Antiochus was per-

suaded, though invain, not to make peace with the Jews, but to cut

them off utterly, is fully confirmed by Diodorus Siculus, in Photius' ex-

tracts out of his 34th book.
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at the river Lycus, upon his conquest of Indates, the general

of the Parthians, he stayed there two days. It was at the

desire of Hyrcanus the Jew, because it was such a festival

derived to them from their forefathers, whereon the law of

theJews did not allow them to travel." And truly he did not

speak falsely in sayingso : forthat festival , which we call Pen-

tecost, did then fall out to be next day to the Sabbath : nor is

it lawful for us to journey either on the Sabbath-day, or on a

festival-day. But when Antiochus joined battle with Arsaces ,

the king of Parthia, he lost a great part of his army, and was

himself slain : and his brother Demetrius succeeded in the

kingdom of Syria, by the permission of Arsaces, who freed

him from his captivity at the same time that Antiochus at-

tacked Parthia, as we have formerly related elsewhere.

*

CHAPTER IX.

HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS , HYRCANUS MADE AN

EXPEDITION AGAINST SYRIA, AND MADE A LEAGUE WITH THE

ROMANS. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF KING DEMETRIUS,

AND ALEXANDER.

1. BUT when Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antiochus,

he presently made an expedition against the cities of Syria,

hoping to find them destitute of fighting men, and of such as

were able to defend them. However, it was not till the sixth

month that he took Médaba, and that not without the great

distress of his army. After this he took Samega, and the

neighbouring places ; and besides these, Shechem , and Ge-

rizzim , and the nation of the Cutheans, who dwelt at the

temple which Alexander permitted Sanballat, the general of

his army, to build, for the sake of Manasseh, who was son-

in-law to Jaddua the high-priest, as we have formerly re

lated ; which temple was now deserted two hundred years

after it was built. Hyrcanus took also Dora , and Marissa.

cities of Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans ; and per

mitted them to stay in that country, if they would circum

cise their genitals, and make use of the laws of the Jews ,

and they were so desirous of living in the country of their

forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision,

and of the rest of the Jewish ways of living, at which time,

* TheJews were not to march or journeyonthe Sabbath, or on such

a great festival as was equivalent to the Sabbath, any further than, a

Sabbath-day'sjourney, or 2000 cubits, see the note on Antiq. B. xx. c.

viii. sec. 6. vol. v.
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therefore, this befell them, that they were hereafter no other

than Jews.*

66

2. But Hyrcanus, the high-priest, was desirous to renew

that league of friendship they had with the Romans. Ac-

cordingly, he sent an embassage to them : and when the se-

nate had received their epistle, they made a league offriend-

ship withthem, afterthe following manner : Fanius , the son

of Marcus the prætor, gathered the senate together on the

eighth day before the ides of February, in the senate-house ,

when Lucius Manlius, the son of Lucius, ofthe Mentine tribe,

andCaius Sempronius, the son ofCaius, of the Falerian tribe,

were present. The occasion was, that the ambassadors sent

bythe people of the Jews,† Simon the son of Dositheus, and

Apollonius, the son of Alexander, and Diodorus, the son of

Jason, who were good and virtuous men, had somewhat to

propose about that league of friendship and mutual assist-

ance which subsisted between them and the Romans, and

about other public affairs, who desired that Joppa, and the

havens , and Gazara, and the springs [of Jordan, ] and the se-

veral other cities and countries of theirs , which Antiochus

* This account ofthe Idumeans admitting circumcision , and the en-

tire Jewish law from this time, or from the days of Hyrcanus, is con-

firmed bytheir entire history afterwards. See Antiq . B. xiv.c.viii . sec.

1. B. xv. c. vii. sec. 9. vol. iii. Of the War, B. ii. c . iii. sec. 1. B. iv. c.

iv. sec. 5. vol. v. This, in the opinion of Josephus, made them pros-

elytes of justice, or entire Jews as here and elsewhere , Antiq. B. xiv.

c. viii. sec. 1. However Antigonus, the enemy of Herod, though Herod

was derived from such a proselyte of justice for several generations ,

will allow him to be no more than a halfJew, B. xiv. c. xv. sec. 2. But

still, take out of Dean Prideaux, atthe year 119, the words of Ammonius,

agrammarian, which fully confirm this account of the Idumeans in Jo-

sephus: "The Jews, says he, are such by nature, and from the begin-

ing, whilst the Idumeans, were not Jews from the beginning, but Phoe-

nicians, and Syrians ; but being afterwards subdued bythe Jews, and

compelled to be circumcised, and to unite into one nation, and be sub-

ject to the samelaws, they were called Jews. " Dio also says, as the Dean

there quotes him, from book xxxvi. p. 37, " That country is called Ju-

dea, andthe people Jews and this nameis given also to as many others

as embrace their religion, though of other nations." Butthen upon what

foundation so good a governor as Hyrcanus took upon him to compel

these Idumeans eitherto become Jews or to leave their country, deserves

great consideration. I suppose it was because they had long ago been

driven out of the land of Edom, and had seized on and possessed the

tribe ofSimeon, and all the southern parts of the tribe of Judab, which

was the peculiar inheritance of the worshippers ofthe true God,without

idolatry, as the reader may learn from Reland, Palistin. part. i. p. 154,

305, and from Prideaux, at the years 140 and 165.

In this decree of the Roman senate, it seems, that these ambassa-

dors were sent fromthe people of the Jews as well as froin their prince

or high-priest, John Hyrcanus.
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had taken from them in the war, contrary to the decree of

the senate, might be restored tothem ; and that it might not

be lawful forthe king's troops to pass through their country,

and the countries of those that are subject to them : and that

what attempts Antiochus had made during that war, without

the decree ofthe senate, might be made void ; and that they

would send ambassadors, who should take care that restitu-

tion be made them of what Antiochus had taken from them,

and that they should make an estimate of the country that

had been laid waste in the war; and that they would grant

them letters of protection to the kings, and free people, in

order to their quiet return home. It was,therefore, decreed,

as to those points, to renew their league of friendship and

mutual assistance with these good men, and who were sent

by agood and friendly people.' But that as to the letters

desired, their answer was, that the senate would consult about

that matter when their own affairs would give them leave,

and that they would endeavour for the time to come, thatno

like injury would be done them ; and that their prætor Fa-

nius, should give them money out of the public treasury to

bear their expenses home. And thus did Fanius dismiss the

Jewish ambassadors, and give them money out of the public

treasury ; and gave the decree of the senate to those that

were to conduct them, and to take care that they should re-

turn home in safety.

3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the high-priest.

But as for king Demetrius , who had a mind to make a war

against Hyrcanus, there was no opportunity nor room for it,

while both the Syrians, and the soldiers, bare ill-will to him,

because he was an ill man. Butwhenthey hadsent ambas

sadors to Ptolemy, who was called Physcon, that he would

send them one of the family of Seleucus, in order to takethe

kingdom, and he had sent them Alexander, who was called

Zebina, with an army, and there had been a battle between

them, Demetrius was beaten inthe fight, and fled to Cleopa-

tra, his wife,to Ptolemais, but his wife would not receive him.

He went thence to Tyre, and was there caught, and when

he had suffered much from his enemies before his death, he

was slain by them . So Alexander took the kingdom , and

made a league with Hyrcanus, who yet, whenhe afterwards

fought with Antiochus, the son ofDemetrius, who was called

Grypus, was also beaten in the fight and slain.

Vol. III. 9*
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CHAPTER X.

HOW UPON THE QUARREL BETWEEN ANTIOCHUS GRYPUS, AND

ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS, ABOUT THE KINGDOM, HYRCANUS

TOOK SAMARIA, AND UTTERLY DEMOLISHED IT ; AND HOW

HYRCANUS JOINED HIMSELF TO THE SECT OF THE SADDU-

CEES , AND LEFT THAT OF THE PHARISEES.

1. WHEN Antiochus had taken the kingdom, he wasafraid

to make war against Judea, because he heard that his bro-

ther by the same mother, who was also called Antiochus,

was raising an army against him out of Cyzicum, so he staid

in his own land, and resolved to prepare himself for the at-

tack he expected from his brother, who was called Cyzice-

nus, because he had been brought up in that city. He was

the son of Antiochus that was called Soter, who died in Par

thia. He was the brother of Demetrius, the father ofGrypus,

for it had so happened , that one and the same Cleopatra was

married to two who were brethren, as we have related else-

where. But Antiochus Cyzicenus coming into Syria, con-

tinued many years at war with his brother. Now, Hyrca-

nus lived all this while in peace ; for after the death ofAn-

tiochus, he revolted from the Macedonians, nor did he any

longer pay them the least regard, either as their subject, or

their friend, but his affairs were in avery improving and

flourishing condition in the times of Alexander Zebina, and

especially under these brethren, for the war which they had

with one another, gave Hyrcanus the opportunity of enjoy-

ing himself in Judea quietly, insomuch that he got an im-

mense quantity of money. However, when Antiochus Cy-

zicenus distressed his land, he then openly showed what he

meant. And when he saw that Antiochus was destitute of

Egyptian auxiliaries, and that both he and his brother were

in an ill condition in the struggles they had one with ano-

ther, he despised them both.

2. So he made an expedition against Samaria, which was

a very strong city ; ofwhose present name, Sebaste, and its

rebuilding by Herod , we shall speak at a proper time : but

he made his attack against it, and besieged it with a great

deal of pains ; for he was greatly displeased with the Sa-

maritans for the injuries they had done to the people of Ma-

rissa, a colony of the Jews, and confederate with them, and

* Dean Prideaux takes notice at the year 130, that Justin, in agree-

ment with Josephus says "The power of the Jews was now grown so

great, that after this Antiochus, they would not bear any Macedonian

king overthem, and that they set up a government of their own, and

infested Syria with great wars."
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this in compliance to the kings of Syria. When he had,

therefore , drawn a ditch, and built double walls round the

city, which were fourscore furlongs long, he set his sons An-

tigonus and Aristobulus over the siege, which brought the

Samaritans to that great distress by famine, that they were

forced to eat what used not to be eaten, and to call for An-

tiochus Cyzicenus to help them, who came readily to their

assistance, but was beaten by Aristobulus ; and when he was

pursued as faras Scythopolis bythe twobrethren, hegotaway;

so they returned to Samaria, and shut them again withinthe

wall, till they were forced to send for the same Antiochus a

second time to help them, who procured about six thousand

menfrom Ptolemy Lathyrus, which were sent him without his

mother's consent, who had then in a manner turned him out

of his government . With these Egyptians, Antiochus did at

first overrun and ravage the country of Hyrcanus after the

manner of a robber, for he durst not meet him in the face to

fight with him, as not having an army sufficient for that pur-

pose, but only from this supposal, that by thus harassing his

land, he should force Hyrcanus to raise the siege of Samaria ;

but because he fell into snares, and lost,many of his soldiers

therein, he went awayto Tripoli , and committed the prosecu-

tion ofthewar against the Jewsto Caliamander and Epicrates.

3. But as to Caliamander, he attacked the enemy too

rashly, and was put to flight, and destroyed immediately ;

and as to Epicrates, he was such a lover of money, that he

openly betrayed Scythopolis, and other places near it, to

the Jews, but was not able to make them raise the siege of

Samaria. And when Hyrcanus had taken that city, which

was not done till after a year's siege , he was not contented

with doing that only, but he demolished it entirely, and

brought rivulets to it to drown it, for he dug such hollows as

might let the water run under it ; nay, he took away thevery

marks that there had been such a city there. Now a very

surprising thing is related ofthis high-priest Hyrcanus, how

God came to discourse with him for they say that onthe

very same dayon which his sons fought with Antiochus Cyzi-

cenus, he was alone in the temple, as high-priest, offering in-

cense, and heard a voice, that " his sons had just then over-

come Antiochus." And this he openly declared before all

the multitude upon his coming out of the temple ; and ac-

cordingly, it proved true ; and in this posture were the affairs

ofHyrcanus

4. Now it happened at this time, that not onlythose Jews

who were at Jerusalem and in Judea were in prosperity, but

also those of them that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt, and



104
ANTIQUITIES

Cyprus ; for Cleopatra the queen was at variance with her

son Ptolemy, who was called Lathyrus, and appointed forher

generals Chelcias and Ananias,the sons of that Onias, who

built the temple in the prefecture of Heliopolis, like to that

at Jerusalem, as we have elsewere related. Cleopatra in-

trusted these men with her army ; and did nothing without

their advice, as Strabo of Cappadocia attests , when he saith

thus, "Nowthe greater part, both those that came to Cy-

prus with us, and those that were sent afterwards thither, re-

volted to Ptolemy immediately ; only those that were called

Onias ' party, being Jews continued faithful, because their

countrymen Chelcias and Ananias were in chief favour with

the queen." These are the words of Strabo.

5. However, this prosperous state of affairs moved the

Jews to envy Hyrcanus ; but they that were the worst dis-

posed to him were the Pharisees, who are one of the sects

of the Jews, as we have informed you already. These have

so great a power over the multitude, that when they say any

thing against the king, or against the high-priest, they are

presently believed. Now Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs,

and greatly beloved by them. And when he once invited

them to a feast, and entertained them very kindly, when he

saw them in a good humour, be began to say to them , that

" they knew he was desirous to be a righteous man, and to

do all things whereby he might please God, which was the

profession of the Pharisees also . However, he desired, that

if they observed him offending in any point, andgoing outof

the right way,they would recall himback, and correct him."

On which occasion they attested to his being entirely virtu-

ous ; with which commendation he was well pleased. But

still there was one of the guests there, whose name was

Eleazer, a man of an ill-temper, and delighting in seditious

* The original of the Sadducees, as a considerable party among the

Jews, being contained in this and the two following sections, take Dean

Prideaux' note upon this their first public appearance, which I suppose

to be true: "Hyrcanus," says he, "went over tothe partyof the Saddu-

cees, that is, by embracing their doctrine against the traditions of the

elders, added to the written law, and made of equal authority with it,

but not their doctrine against the resurrection , and a future state, for

this cannot be supposed of so good and righteous a man as John Hyrca-

nus is said to be. It is most probable, that at this time, the Sadducees

had gone no farther in the doctrines of that sect than to deny all their

unwritten traditions, which the Pharisees were so fond of ; for Josephus

mentions no other difference at this time betweenthem, neither does he

saythat Hyrcanus went over to the Sadducees in any other particular,

than in the abolishing of all the traditionary constitutions of the Pha-

risees, which our Saviour condemned as well as they." [At the

year 108.]
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practices. This man said, " Since thou desirest to know the

truth, ifthou wilt be righteous in earnest, lay down the high-

priesthood, and content thyselfwith the civil government of

the people." And when he desired to knowfor what cause

he ought to laydownthe high-priesthood ? the other replied,

"We have heard it from old men, thatthy motherhad been

a captive under the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes." This

story was false ; and Hyrcanus was provoked against him ;

and allthe Phariseeshad averygreat indignation against him.

66

23

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great friend of

Hyrcanus, but of the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions

are quite contrary to those ofthe Pharisees. He told Hyr-

canus, that " Eleazer had cast such a reproach upon him, ac-

cording to the common sentiments of all the Pharisees, and

that this would be made manifest if he would but ask them

the question, What punishment they thought this man de-

served ? for that he might depend upon it, thatthe reproach

was not laid on him as his crime deserved." So the Phari-

sees made answer, that he deserved stripes and bonds , but

that it did not seem right to punish reproaches with death. '

And indeed the Pharisees, even upon other occasions, are not

apt to be severe in punishments. At this gentle sentence,

Hyrcanus was very angry, and thought that these men re-

proached him by their approbation. It was this Jonathan

who chiefly irritated him, and influenced him so far, that he

made him leave the party of the Pharisees, and abolish the

decrees they had imposed on the people, and to punish those

that observed them. From this source arose that hatred

which he and his sons met with from the multitude ; but of

these matters we shall speak hereafter. What I would now

explain is this , that the Pharisees have delivered to the peo-

ple a great many observances by succession from their fa-

thers, which are not written in the laws of Moses ; and for

that reason it is that the Sadducees reject them, and say, that

we are to esteem those observances to be obligatory which

are in the written word, but are not to observe what are de-

rived from the tradition of our forefathers. And concerning

these things it is that great disputes and differences have

risen amongthem , while the Sadducees are able to persuade

none but the rich, and have not the populace obsequious to

them, but the Pharisees have the multitude on their side.

* This slander, that arose from a Pharisee, has been preserved by

their successors the Rabbins to these later ages ; for Dr. Hudson assures

us, that David Gantz, in his chronology, S. pr. p 77, in Vorstius's ver.

sion, relates that Hyrcanus' mother was taken captivein mount Modith.

See c. xiii. sec. 6.
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But about these two sects, and that of the Essens, I have

treated accurately in the second book of the Jewish affairs.

7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this sedition, he

after that lived happily, and administered the government

inthe bestmanner for thirty-one years, andthendied ; leaving

behind him five sons. He was esteemned by God worthy of

the three greatest privileges, the government of his nation,

the dignity of the high-priesthood, and prophecy ; for God

was with him, and enabled him to know futurities ; and to

foretell this in particular, that as to his two eldest sons, he

foretold thatthey would not long continue in the government

of public affairs : whose unhappy catastrophe will be worth

our description, that we may thence learn how very much

they were inferior to their father's happiness.

CHAPTER XI.

HOW ARISTOBULUS , WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT,

FIRST OF ALL PUT A DIADEM ON HIS HEAD, AND WAS MOST

BARBAROUSLY CRUEL TO HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN ;

AND HOW, AFTER HE HAD SLAIN ANTIGONUS , HE HIMSELF

DIED.

1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldest

son Aristobulus, intended to change the government into a

Here ends the high-priesthood and the life of this excellent person

John Hyrcanus , and together with him the holy theocracy, or divine

government ofthe Jewish nation, and its concomitant oracle of Urim.

Now follows the profane and tyrannical Jewish monarchy, first of the

Asmoneans or Maccabees, and then of Herod the Great, the Idumnean,

till the coming ofthe Messiah. See the note on Antiq. B. iii. c. viii. sec.

9. HearStrabo's testimony on this occasion, B. xvi . p 761, 772. " Those,

says he, that succeeded Moses, continued for some time in earnest, both

in righteous actions, and in piety , but afterawhile there were others

that took uponthemthe high-priesthood ; at first superstitious, and after-

wards tyrannical persons . Such a prophet was Moses ; and those that

succeeded him, beginning in a way not to be blamed, but changed for

the worse. And when it openly appeared that the government was be-

come tyrannical, Alexander was the first that set up himself for a

king instead of a priest ; and his sons were Hyrcanus and Aristobulus. "

All in agreement with Josephus, excepting this, that Strabo omits the

first king Aristobulus, who reigned but a single year, and seems hardly

to have cometo his knowledge. Now indeed does Aristobulus, the

son of Alexander, pretend that the name of king was taken before his

father Alexander took it himself, Antiq. B. xiv. c. iii. sec. 2. See also c.

xii. sec. 1, which favour Strabo also. And indeed ifwe mayjudge from

the very different characters of the Egyptian Jews under high-priests,

and ofthe Palestine Jews under kings, in the two next centuries, we

may well suppose, that the divine Shechinah was removed into Egypt,

and that the worshippers at the temple of Onias were better men than

those at the temple ofJerusalem.
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kingdom, for so he resolved to do, first of all put a diadem

on his head, four hundred eighty and one years and three

months after the people had been delivered from the Baby-

lonish slavery, and were returned totheir own country again.

This Aristobulus loved his next brother Antigonus , and

treated him as his equal, but the others he held in bonds.

He also cast his mother into prison, because she disputed the

government with him, for Hyrcanus had left her to be mis-

tress of all . He also proceeded to that degree of barbarity,

as to kill her in prison with hunger ; nay, he was alienated

from his brother Antigonus by calunnies, and added him to

the rest whom he stew, yet he seemed to have an affection

for him, and made him above the rest, a partnerwith himin

the kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did not give cre-

dit to, partly because he loved him, and so did not give heed

to what was said against him, and partly because he thought

the reproaches were derived from the envy of the relaters.

But when Antigonus was once returned from the army, and

that feast was then at hand, when they make tabernacles to

[ the honour of] God, it happened that Aristobulus was fallen

sick, and that Antigonus went up most splendidly adorned,
and with his soldiers about him in their armour, to the tem-

ple, to celebrate the feast, and to put up many prayers for

the recovery of his brother, whensome wicked persons, who

had a great mind to raise a difference between the brethren,

made use of this opportunity ofthe pompous appearance of

Antigonus, and of the great actions which he had done, and

went to the king and spitefully aggravatedthe pompous

of his at the feast, and pretended that all these circumstances

were not like those of a private person ; that these actions

were indications of an affectation of royal authority ; and that

his coming with a strong body of men, must be with an in-

tention to kill him ; and that his way of reasoning was this,

that it was a silly thing in him, while it was in his powerto

reign himself, to look upon it as a great favour that he was

honoured with a lower dignity by his brother.

show

2. Aristobulus yielded to these imputations, but took care

both that his brother should not suspect him, and that he

himself might not run the hazard of his own safety ; so he

ordered his guards to lie in a certain place that was under

ground and dark, (he himself then lying sick in the tower

whichwas called Antonia, ) and he commanded them that in

case Antigonus came into him unarmed, theyshould not touch

any body, but if armed, they should kill him ; yet did he

send to Antigonus, and desire that he would come unarmed :

but the queen, and those that had joined with her in the plot
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against Antigonus, persuaded the messenger to tell him the

direct contrary; how his brother had heard that he had made

himself a fine suit of armour for war, and desired him to

come tohim in that armour, that he mightsee howfine it was.

So Antigonus, suspecting no treachery, but depending onthe

good-will of his brother, came to Aristobulus armed, as he

used to bewith his entire armour, in order to show it to him ;

but when he was come to a place which was called Strato's

Tower, where the passage happened to be exceeding dark,

the guards slew him ; which death of his demonstrates, that

nothing is stronger than envy and calumny, and that nothing

does more certainly divide the good-will, and natural affec-

tions of men than those passions. But here one may take

occasion to wonder at one Judas, who was of the sect ofthe

Essens, and who never missed the truth in his predictions ;

for this man, when he saw Antigonus passing bythe temple,

cried out to his companions and friends , who abode withhim

as his scholars in order to learn the art of foretelling things

to come. " That it was good for him to die now, since he

had spoken falsely about Antigonus, who is still alive, and I

see him passing by, although he had foretold he should die

at the place called Stratos' Tower, that very day, while yet

the place is six hundred furlongs off, where he had foretold

he should be slain ; and still this day is a great part of it al-

ready past, so that he was in danger of proving a false pro-

phet." As he was saying this , and that in a melancholy

mood, the news came that Antigonus was slain in a place

underground, which itself was also called Strato's Tower, or

of the same name with that in Cæsarea which is seated at the

sea. This event put the prophet into a great disorder.

3. But Aristobulus repented immediately ofthis slaughter

of his brother ; on which account his disease increased upon

him, and he was disturbed in his mind uponthe guilt of such

wickedness, insomuch that his entrails werecorrupted by his

intolerable pain, and he vomited blood : atwhich time one of

the servants that attended upon him, and was carrying his

blood away, did, by Divine Providence, as I cannot but sup-

pose, slip down, and shed part of his blood at the very place

where there were spots of Antigonus blood there slain still

remaining ; and whenthere was a cry made by the specta-

Hence we learn, that the Essens pretended to have rules whereby

menmight foretell things to come, and that this Judas the Essen, taught

those rules to his scholars ; but whether their pretences were of an as-

trological or magical nature, which yet in such religious Jews, who were

utterly forbidden such arts, is no way probable, or to any Bath Col,

spoken ofbythe latter Rabbins, or otherwise, I cannot tell. See ofthe

War, B. ii. c. viii. sec. 12. vol. v.
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tors, as ifthe servant had on purpose shed the blood on that

place, Aristobulus heardit, and inquired what the matterwas?

And as they did not answer him, he wasthe more earnest to

know what it was, it being natural to men to suspect that

what is thus concealed is very bad : so upon his threatening,

and forcing them by terrors to speak, they at length toldhim

the truth ; whereupon he shed many tears, in that disorder

of mind which arose from his consciousness of what he had

done, and gave a deep groan, and said, " I amnot, therefore,

I perceive, to be concealed from God, in the impious and

horrid crimes I have been guilty of, but asudden punishment

is coming upon me for the shedding the blood of my rela-

tions. Andnow,O thou most impudentbody ofmine, howlong

wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die , in order to appease

theghost ofmy brother and my mother ? Why dost thou not

give it all up at once ? And why do I deliver up my blood,

dropbydrop, to those whom I have so wickedly murdered ?"

In saying which last words, he died, having reigned a year.

He was called a lover of the Grecians : and had conferred

many benefits on his own country, and made war against

Iturea, and added a great part of it toJudea, and compelled

the inhabitants, if they would continue in that country, to be

circumcised, and to live according totheJewish laws. Hewas

naturally a man ofcandour, and ofgreat modesty, as Strabo

bears witness, in the name of Timagenes, who says thus :

"This manwas a person of candour, and very serviceable to

the Jews, for he added a country to them, and obtained a

part of the nation of the Itureans for them, and bound them

to them by the bond of the circumcision of their genitals ."

CHAPTER XII.

HOW ALEXANDER, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT,

MADEANEXPEDITION AGAINST PTOLEMAIS , AND THENRAISED

THE SIEGE OUT OF FEAR OF PTOLEMY LATHYRUS ; AND HOW

PTOLEMY MADE WAR AGAINST HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD SENT

TO CLEOPATRA TO PERSUADE HER TO MAKE WAR AGAINST

PTOLEMY, AND YETPRETENDED TO BE IN FRIENDSHIP WITH

HIM, WHEN HE BEAT THE JEWS IN BATTLE.

1.WHEN Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who, by

the Greeks, was called Alexandra, let his brethren out of

prison, ( for Aristobulus had kept them in bonds, as we have

said already,) and made Alexander Janneus king, who was

the superior in age, and in moderation. This child happen-

ed tobe hated by his father as soon as he was born, and could

VOL. III. 10
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neverbe permitted to come into his father's sight tillhe died.

The occasion of which hatred is thus reported : WhenHyr-

canus chiefly loved the two eldest of his sons, Antigonus and

Aristobulus, God appeared to him in his sleep, of whom he

inquired, which of his sons should be his successor ? Upon

God's representing to him the countenance of Alexander,

he was grieved that he was to be the heir of all his goods ,

and suffered him to be brought up in Galilee.* However,

God did not deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aris-

tobulus, he certainly took the kingdom ; and one of his bro-

thers,who affected the kingdom, he slew, and the other, who

chose to live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem .

2. When Alexander Tanneus had settled the government ,

in the manner that he judged best, he made an expedition

against Ptolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle,

he shut them up in the city, and sat round about it, and be-

sieged it ; for of the maritime cities there remained only Pto-

lemais and Gaza to be conquered , besides Strato's tower,

and Dora, whichwere held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while

Antiochus Philometer, and Antiochus, who was called Cyzi-

cenus, were making war one against another, and destroying

one another's armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no

assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with

this siege, Zoilus, who possessed Strato's tower, and Dora,

and maintained a legion of soldiers, and on occasion of the

contest between the kings, affected tyranny himself, came

and broughtsome small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ;

nor indeed had the king such a friendship for them, as that

they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those

kings were in the case of wrestlers , who finding themselves

deficient in strength, and yet being ashamed to yield, put off

the fight by laziness, and by lying still as long as they can.

The only hope they had remaining, was from the kings of

Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cyprus,

and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go-

vernment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother ; so the people

of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and desired him

to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were in

such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And as the am-

bassadors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into

* The reason why Hyrcanus suffered not this son of his whom he did

notlove to come into Judea, but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee,

is suggested by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee was not esteemed so happy

and well cultivated a country as Judea, Matt. xxvi. 73. John vii. 52.

Acts. ii. 7, although another obvious reason occurs also, that he wasfar

ther out of his sight in Galilee than he would have been in Judea.
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Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the side of those

of Ptolemais ; as also they said, that Zoilus, and besidesthese

the Sidonians, and many others would assist them, so he was

elevated at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as possible.

3. But in this interval, Demenetus , one that was of abilities

to persuade men to do as he would have them, and a leader

of the populace, made those of Ptolemais change their opin-

ions, and said to them, that " it was better to run the hazard

of being subject to the Jews, than to admit of evident slavery

by delivering themselves up to a master ; and besides that,

to have not only a warat present, but to expect a muchgreater

war from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not overlook an

army raised byPtolemy for himselfout of the neighbourhood,

but would come against them with a great army ofher own,

and this because she was labouring to eject her son out of

Cyprus also ; that as for Ptolemy, if he fail of his hopes, he

can still retire to Cyprus, but that they will be left in the

greatest danger possible." Now Ptolemy, although he had

heard of the change that was made in the people of Pto-

lemais, yet did he still go on with his voyage, and came to

the country called Sycamine, and there set his army on shore.

This army ofhis in the whole, horse and foot together, were

about thirty thousand, with which he marched near to Pto-

lemais, and there pitched his camp ; but when the people of

Ptolemais, neither received his ambassadors, nor would hear

what they had to say, he was under a very great concern.

4. But whenZoilus, and the people of Gaza, came to him,

and desired his assistance because their country was laid

waste by the Jews, and by Alexander, Alexander raised the

siege for fear of Ptolemy : and when he had drawn off his

army into his own country, he used a stratagem afterwards,

by privately inviting Cleopatra to come against Ptolemy, but

publicly pretending to desire a league of friendship and

inutual assistance withhim : and promising to give him four

hundred talents of silver, he desired that, by way of requital,

he wouldtake off Zoilus the tyrant, and give his country to

the Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy, with pleasure, made

such a league of friendship with Alexander, and subdued

Zoilus : but when he afterwards heard, that he had privily

sent to Cleopatra his mother, he broke the league withhim,

which yet he had confirmed with an oath, and fell upon him,

and besieged Ptolemais, because it would not receive him.

However, leaving his generals withsome part ofhis forces to

go on with the siege, he went himself immediately withthe

rest to layJudea waste ; andwhen Alexander understood this

to be Ptolemy's intention, he also got together about fifty
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thousand soldiers outofhis owncountry: nay, assome writers

have said, eighty thousand. Hethentookhis army, and went

to meet Ptolemy ; but Ptolemy fell upon Asochis, a city of

Galilee, and took it by force onthe Sabbath day, and therehe

took aboutten thousand slaves,and a great deal of other prey.

5. He then tried to take Sepphoris, which was a city not

far from that which was destroyed, but lost many ofhis men;

yet did hethen go to fight with Alexander, which Alexander

met him at the river Jordan, near a certain place called Sa-

photh, [not far from the river Jordan,] and pitched his camp

near to the enemy. He had, however, eight thousand in the

first rank, whichhe styled Hecatontomachi, having shields of

brass. Those inthe first rank of Ptolemy's soldiers also had

shields covered with brass : but Ptolemy's soldiers in other

respects were inferior to those of Alexander, and thereupon

were more fearful of running hazards : but Philostephanus ,

the camp-master, put great courage into them, and ordered

themto pass the river which was between their camps ; nor

did Alexander think fit to hinder their passage over it, for he

thought, that ifthe enemy had once gotten the river on their

back, that he should the easier take them prisoners, when

they could not flee out of the battle in the beginning of

which, the acts on both side, with their hands, and with their

alacrity, were alike, and a great slaughter was made by both

the armies, but Alexander was superior, till Philostephanus

opportunely brought up the auxiliaries to help those that

were giving way ; but as there were no auxiliaries to afford

help to that part of the Jews that gave way, it fell out that

they fled, and those near them did not assist them, but-fled

along with them. However, Ptolemy's soldiers acted quite

otherwise ; for they followed the Jews, and killed them , till

at length those that slewthem, pursued after them, when'they

had made them run away, and slew them so long, that their

weapons ofiron were blunted , and their hands quite tired with

their slaughter ; for the report was, that thirty thousand men

were then slain. Timagenes says they were fifty thousand.

As for the rest, they were part of them taken captives, and

the other part ran away totheir own country.

6. Afterthis victory, Ptolemy overran all the country ; and

when night came on, he abode in certain villages ofJudea,

From these and other occasional expressions, dropped byJosephus,

wemay learn, that where the sacred books of the Jews were deficient,

he had several other historians then extant, but now most ofthem lost,

which he faithfully followed in his own history: nor indeed have we

any other records of those times, relating to Judea, that can be com-

paredtothese accountsof Josephus ; thoughwhen we do meet with au-

thentic fragments of such original records, they almost always confirme
his history.
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which, when he found full of women and children, he com-

manded his soldiers to strangle them, and to cut them to

pieces, and then to cast them into boiling caldrons, and then

to devourtheir limbs as sacrifices. This commandment was

given, that such as fled from the battle, and came to them,

might suppose their enemies were cannibals, and eat men's

flesh, and might on that account be still more terrified at

them upon such a sight. And both Strabo, and Nicolaus

[of Damascus] affirm, that they used these people after this

manner, as I have already related. Ptolemy also took Pto-

lemais by force, as we have declared elsewhere .

CHAPTER XIII.

HOW ALEXANDER, UPON THE LEAGUE OF MUTUAL DEFENCE

WHICH CLEOPATRA HAD AGREED WITH HIM, MADE AN EX-

PEDITION AGAINST CŒLOSYRIA, AND UTTERLY OVERTHREW

THE CITY OF GAZA ; AND HOW HE SLEW MANY TEN THOU-

SANDS OF JEWS THAT REBELLED AGAINST HIM ; ALSO CON-

CERNING ANTIOCHUS GRYPUS , SELEUCUS , ANTIOCHUS CYZI-

CENUS, AND ANTIOCHUS PIUS, AND OTHERS.

1. WHEN Cleopatra saw that her son was grown great,

and laid Judea waste, without disturbance, and had gotten

the city of Gaza under his power, she resolved no longerto

overlook what he did, when he was almost ather gates ; and

she concluded, that now he was so much stronger than be-

fore, he would be very desirous of the dominion over the

Egyptians ; but she immediately marched against him with a

fleet at sea, and an army of foot on land, and made Chelcias

and Ananias ,the Jews, generals of her whole army, while she

sent the greatest part of her riches, her grandchildren, and

her testament, to the people ofCos.* Cleopatra also ordered

her son Alexander to sail with a great fleet to Phoenicia ; and

when that country had revolted , she came to Ptolemais ; and

because the people of Ptolemais did not receive her, she be-

sieged the city : but Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made

haste into Egypt, supposing that he should find it destitute

of an army, and soon take it, though he failed of his hopes.

At this time Chelcias, one of Cleopatra'sgenerals, happened

to die in Colosyria, as he was in pursuit of Ptolemy.

* This city or island Cos, is not that remote island in the Egean sea,

famous for the birth of the great Hippocrates, but a city or island of the

same name, adjoining to Egypt, mentioned both by Stephanus and Ptol-

emy, as Dr. Hudson informs us. Ofwhich Cos, and the treasures there

laid upby Cleopatra and the Jews, see Antiq. B. xiv. c. vii. sec. 2.
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2. When Cleopatra heard of her son's attempt, and that

this Egyptian expedition did not succeed according to his

expectations, she sent thither part of her army, and drove

him out of that country ; so when he was returned out of

Egypt again, he abode, during the winter, at Gaza, in which

time Cleopatra took the garrison that was at Ptolemais by

siege, as well as the city: and whenAlexander came to her,

he gave presents, and such marks of respect as were but

proper, since under the miseries he endured by Ptolemy, he

had no other refuge but her. Now there were some of her

friends who persuaded her to seize Alexander, and to over-

run and take possession of the country, and not to sit still

and see such a multitude of brave Jews subject to one man.

But Ananias' counsel was contrary to theirs, who said that

"she would do an unjust action if she deprived a man that

was her ally of that authority which belonged to him, and

this a man who is related to us ; for, said he, I would not

have thee ignorant of this, that what injustice thou dost to

him will make all us that are Jews to bethy enemies." This

desire of Ananias' , Cleopatra complied with, and did no in-

jury to Alexander, but made a league of mutual assistance

with him, at Scythopolis, a city of Coelosyria.

3. So when Alexander was delivered from the fearhe was

in of Ptolemy, he presently made an expedition against Co-

losyria. He took also Gadara, after a siege of ten months.

He also took Amathus, a very strong fortress belonging to

the inhabitants above Jordan, where Theodorus, the son of

Zeno , hadhis chieftreasure, and what he esteemed most pre-

cious . This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon the Jews, and slew

ten thousand of them, and seized upon Alexander's baggage :

yet didnot this misfortune terrify Alexander, buthe made an

expedition upon the maritime parts ofthe country, Raphia,

and Anthedon, (the name of which, king Herod afterwards

changed to Agrippias, ) and took even that by force ; but

when Alexander saw that Ptolemy was retired from Gaza to

Cyprus, and his mother Cleopatra was returned into Egypt,

he grew angry at the people of Gaza, because they had in-

vited Ptolemyto assist them, and besieged their city, and

ravaged their country. But as Apollodotus, the general of

the army of Gaza, fell upon the camp of the Jews by night,

with two thousand foreign, and ten thousand ofhis own forces,"

while the night lasted, those of Gaza prevailed, because the

enemy was made to believe that it was Ptolemy who at-

tacked them ; but when day was come on, and that mistake

was corrected, and the Jews knew the truth of the matter,

they came back again, and fell upon those ofGaza, and slew

of them about one thousand : but as those of Gaza stoutly re-
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sisted them, and would not yield foreithertheir want ofany

thing, nor for the great multitude that were slain, for they

would rather suffer any hardship whatever, than come under

the power oftheir enemies . Aretas, king ofthe Arabians, a

person then very illustrious, encouraged them to go on with

alacrity, and promised them that he would come to their as-

sistance but it happened, that before he came, Apollodotus

was slain ; for his brother, Lysimachus, envying him for the

great reputation which he had gained among the citizens,

slew him, and got the army together, and delivered up the

city to Alexander, who, when he came in at first, lay quiet,

but afterwards set his army upon the inhabitants ofGaza, and

gave them leave to punishthem : so some wentone way, and

some went another, and slew the inhabitants of Gaza ; yet

were not they of cowardly hearts ; but opposed those that

came to slay them, and slew as many oftheJews ; and some

of them, when they saw themselves deserted , burnt their

own houses, that the enemy might get none of their spoils ;

nay, some of them, with their own hands, slew their chil

dren, and their wives, having no other way but this ofavoid

ing slavery for them; but the senators, who were in all five

hundred, fled to Apollo's temple, (for this attack happened

to be made as they were sitting, ) whom Alexanderslew ; and

when he had utterly overthrown their city, he returned to

Jerusalem, having spent a year in that siege.

1

4. About this very time Antiochus, who was called Grypus,

died.* His deathwas caused by Heracleon's treachery, when

he had lived forty-five years , and had reigned twenty- nine.

His son Seleucus succeeded him in the kingdom ; and made

war with Antiochus, his father's brother, who was called An-

tiochus Cyzicenus, and beat him, and took him prisoner, and

slew him. But after awhile Antiochus, the son of Cyzice-

nus, who was called Pius, came to Aradus, and put a dia-

dem on his own head ; and made war with Seleucus, and

beat him, and drove him out of all Syria. But when he fled

out of Syria, he came to Mopsuestia again, and levied money

upon them ; but the people of Mopsuestia had indignation

* This account of the death of Antiochus Grypus is confirmed byAp-

pian, Syriac, p. 132, here cited by Spanheim.

+ Porphyry says, that Antiochus Grypus reigned about 26 years,as
Dr. Hudson observes.

Thecopies ofJosephus, both Greek and Latin, have here so grossly

false a reading, Antiochus and Antonius or Antoninus Pius, for Antio-

chus Pius, that the editors are forced to correct the text from the other

historians, who all agree that this king's name was nothing more than

Antiochus Pius.
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at what he did, and burnt down his palace , and slew him,

together with his friends. But when Antiochus, the son of

Cyzicenus, was king of Syria, Antiochus, the brother of Se-

leucus, made war upon him, and was overcome, and de-

stroyed, he and his army. After him, his brother Philip*

put on the diadem, and reigned over some part of Syria ;

butPtolemy Lathyrus sent for his fourth brother, Demetrius,

who was called Eucerus, from Cnidus, and made him king

of Damascus. Both these brothers did Antiochus vehemently

oppose, but presently died ; for when he was come as an

auxillary to Laodicea,t queen of the Gileadites, when she

was making war against the Parthians, and he was fighting

courageously, he fell, while Demetrius and Philip governed

Syria, as hath been elsewhere related.

5. As to Alexander, his own people were seditious against

him ; for at a festival which was then celebrated, when he

stood upon the altar, and was going to sacrifice, the nation

rose uponhim, and pelted him with citrons, [which they then

had in their hands, because ] the law of the Jews required ,

that at the feast of the tabernacles every one should have

branches of the palm-tree and citron-tree ; which thing we

have elsewhere related . They also reviled him, as derived

from a captive, and so unworthy of his dignity and of sacri-

ficing. At this he was in a rage, and slew of them about

six thousand. He also built a partition wall ofwood round

about the altar, and the temple, as far as that partition within

which it was only lawful for the priests to enter, and bythis

means he obstructed the multitude from coming at him. He

also maintained foreigners of Pisidia and Cilicia, for as to

the Syrians, he was at war with them, and so made no use

of them. He also overcame the Arabians, such as the Moa-

bites, and Gileadites, and made them bring tribute . More-

over, he demolished Amathus, while Theodorus§ durst not

* These two brothers, Antiochus and Philippus, are called twins by

Porphyry ; the fourth brother was king of Damascus ; both which are

the observations of Spanheim.

+ This Laodicea was a city of Gilead , beyond Jordan. However,

Porhyry says, that this Antiochus Pius did not die in this battle, but

running away, was drowned in the river Orontes. Appian says, that he

wasdeprivedof the kingdom of Syria by Tigranes : but Porphyry makes

this Laodicea queen of the Calamans : all which is noted by Spanheim.

In such confusion of the latter historians, we have no reason to prefer

any ofthem before Josephus, who had more original ones before him.

This reproach upon Alexander, that he was sprung from a captive,

seems only the repetition of the old Pharisaical calumnyuponhis father,

c. x. sec. 5.

This Theodorus was the son of Zeno, and was in possession of

Amathus, as we learn from sec 3, foregoing.
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fight with him; but as he had joined battle with Obedas,

king ofthe Arabians, he fell into an ambush, in places that

were rugged, and difficult to be travelled over, he was thrown

down into a deep valley ,bythe multitude of the camels, at

Gadara, a village of Gilead, and hardly escaped with his life.

From thencehe fled to Jerusalem, where, besides his other ill

success, the nation insulted him, and he fought against them

for six years, and slew no fewer than fifty thousand of them.

And when he desired that they would desist from their ill-

willto him, theyhated him so muchthe more, on account of

what had already happened ; and whenhe asked them what

he ought to do ? they all cried out that " he ought to kill him-

self." They also sent to Demetrius Eucerus, and desired

him to make a league of mutual defence with them.

CHAPTER XIV.

HOW DEMETRIUS EUCERUS OVERCAME ALEXANDER, AND YET

IN A LITTLE TIME RETIRED OUT OF THE COUNTRY FOR

FEAR OF THE JEWS : AS ALSO HOW ALEXANDER SLEW MANY

OF THE JEWS, AND THEREBY GOT CLEAR OF HIS TROUBLES.

CONCERNING THE DEATH OF DEMETRIUS .

1. So Demetrius came with an army, and took those that

invited him with him, and pitched his camp near the city

Shechem :
: upon which Alexander, with his six thousand two

hundred mercenaries, and about twenty thousand Jews, who

were his party, went against Demetrius, who had three thou-

sand horsemen, and forty thousand footmen. Now there

were great endeavours used on both sides ; Demetrius try-

ing to bring off the mercenaries that were with Alexander,

because theywere Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off

the Jews that were with Demetrius. However, when neither

ofthem could persuade them so to do,theycame to a battle,

and Demetrius was the conqueror, in which all Alexander's

mercenaries were killed, when they had given demonstra-

tions of their fidelity and courage. A great number ofDe-

metrius' soldiers were slain also.

2. Nowas Alexander fled tothe mountains, six thousand of

the Jews hereupon came together [ from Demetrius] to him,

out ofpity at the change of his fortune : upon which Deme-

trius was afraid, and retired out ofthe country ; after which.

the Jews fought againstAlexander, and, being beaten, were

slain in great numbers, in the several battles whichthey had:

and when he had shut upthe most powerful of them in the

city Bethome, he besieged them therein ; and when he had
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takenthe city, and gottenthe men into his power, he brought

them to Jerusalem, and did one of the most barbarous ac-

tions in the worldto them ; foras he was feasting with his con-

cubines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered about eight

hundred of them to be crucified, and while they were living,

he ordered the throats of their children and wives to be cut

before their eyes. This was indeed by way of revenge for

the injuries they had done him ; which punishment yet was

of an inhuman nature, though we suppose that he had been

never so much distressed, as indeed he had been, by his wars

with them, for he had bytheir means come tothe last degree

of hazard, both of his life , and of his kingdom, while they

were not satisfied by themselves onlyto fight against him,

but introduced foreigners also for the same purpose ; nay, at

length they reduced him to that degree of necessity, that he

was forced to deliver back to the king of Arabia the land of

Moab and Gilead, whichhe had subdued , and the places that

were in them, that they might not join with them in the war

against him, as they had done ten thousand other things that

tended to affront and reproach him. However,this barbarity

seems to have been without any necessity, on which account

he bare the name of a Thracian* among the Jews : where-

upon the soldiers that had fought against him being about

eight thousand innumber, ran away by night, and continued

fugitives all the time that Alexander lived ; who, being now

freed from any farther disturbance from them, reigned the

rest of his time in the utmost tranquillity.

3. But when Demetrius was departed out of Judea, he

went to Berea, and besieged his brother Philip, having with

him ten thousand footmen, and a thousand horsemen. How-

ever, Strato, the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of Philip,

called in Zizon, the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mithri-

dates Sinax, the ruler ofthe Parthians, who, coming with a

great number of forces, and besieging Demetrius in his en-

campment, into which they had drivenhimwith their arrows,

they compelled those that were with him by thirst to deliver

up themselves. So they took a great many spoils out of that

Country, and Demetrius himself, whom they sent to Mithri-

dates, who was then king of Parthia ; but as to those whom

they took captives of the people of Antioch, they restored

them to the Antiochians without any reward. Now Mithri-

dates, the king of Parthia, had Demetrius in great honour till

Demetrius ended his life by sickness. So Philip, presently

* This name Thracida which the Jews gave Alexander, must bythe

coherence, denote as barbarous as a Thracian, or somewhat like it ; but

what it properly signifies is not known.
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after the flight was over, came to Antioch, and took it, and

reigned over Syria.

CHAPTER XV.

HOW ANTIOCHUS , WHO WAS CALLED DIONYSUS, AND AFTER

HIM ARETAS , MADE EXPEDITIONS INTO JUDEA ; AS, ALSO,

HOW ALEXANDER , TOOK MANY CITIES, AND THEN RETURNED

TO JERUSALEM ; AND AFTER A SICKness of thREE YEARS

DIED ; AND WHAT COUNSEL HE GAVE TO ALEXANDRA.

1. After this, Antiochus, who was called Dionysus,* and

was Philip's brother, aspired to the dominion, and came to

Damascus, and got the power into his hands, and there he

reigned but as he was making war against the Arabians, his

brother Philip heard of it, and came to Damascus, where Mi-

lesius had been left governor of the citadel , and the Damas-

cens themselves, delivered up the city to him ; yet because

Philip was become ungrateful to him, andhad bestowed upon

him nothing of that in hopes whereof he had received him

into the city, but had a mind to have it believed that it was

rather delivered up out of fear, than by the kindness of Mi-

lesius, and because he had not rewarded him as he ought to

have done, he became suspected by him, and so was obliged

to leave Damascus again ; for Milesius caught him marching

out intothe Hippodrome, and shut him up in it, and kept Da-

mascus for Antiochus [Eucerus, ] who, hearing how Philip's

affairs stood, came back out of Arabia. He also came imme-

diately, and made an expedition against Judea, with eight

thousand armed footmen, and eight hundred horsemen. So

Alexander, out of fear of his coming, dug a deep ditch, begin-

ning at Chabarzaba, which is now called Antipatris, to the

sea of Joppa, on which part only his army could be brought

against him. He also raised a wall, and erected wooden

towers, and intermediate redoubts, for one hundred andfifty

turlongs in length, and there expected the coming of Antio-

chus : but he soon burnt them all and made his army passby

that way into Arabia. The Arabian king [Aretas] at first

retreated, but afterwards appeared on the sudden with ten

thousand horsemen. Antiochus gave them the meeting, and

fought desperately ; and indeed when hehad gotten the vic-

* Spanheim takes notice, that this Antiochus Dionysus [the brother

of Philip, and of Demetrius Eucerus, and of two others,] was the fifth

son of AntiochusGrypus ; and that he is styled on the coins, Antiochus
EpiphanesDionysus.
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tory, and was bringing some auxiliaries to that part of his

army that was in distress, he was slain. When Antiochus

was fallen, his army fled to the village Cana, where the

greatest part of them perished hy famine.

2. Afterhim, Aretas reigned over Colosyria, being called

to the government by those that held Damascus, by reason

of the hatred they bare to Ptolemy Menneus. He also

made thence an expedition against Judea, and beat Alexan-

der in battle, near a place called Adida ; yet did he, upon

certain conditions agreed on between them, retire out of

Judea.

3. But Alexander marched again to the city of Dios, and

took it ; and then made an expedition against Essa, where

was the best part of Zeno's treasures, and there he encom-

passed the place with three walls ; and when he had taken

the city by fighting, he marched to Golan and Seleucia ; and

when he had taken these cities , he , besides them, took that

valley, which is called the valley of Antiochus, as also the

fortress of Gamala. He also accused Demetrius, who was

governor of those places, of many crimes, and turned him

out and after he had spent three years in this war, he re-

turned to his own country, when the Jews joyfully received

him upon this his good success.

4. Now at this time the Jews were in possession of the fol-

lowing cities, that had belonged to the Syrians, and Idu-

means, and Phoenicians. At the sea side, Strato's Tower,

Apollonia, Joppa, Jamnia, Ashdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia,

and Rhinocolura; in the middle of the country, near to Idu-

mea, Adora, and Marissa ; near the country of Samaria, mount

Carmel, and mount Tabor, Scythopolis, and Gadara ; of the

country ofthe Gaulonites, Seleucia, and Gabala ; inthe coun-

try of Moab, Heshbon, and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas,

Gelithon, Zara,the valley of the Cilices, and Pella ; which

last they utterly destroyed, because its inhabitants would

not bear to change their religious rites for those peculiar to

the Jews. The Jews also possessed others of the principal

cities of Syria, which had been destroyed.

* This Aretas was the first king ofthe Arabians who took Damascus,

and reigned there ; which name became afterwards common to such

Arabian king, both at Petra and at Damascus, as we learn from Jose-

phus in many places, and from St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 32. See the note

on Antiq. B. xvi, c. ix. sec. 4.

We may here, and elsewhere, take notice, that whatever countries

or cities the Asmoneans conquered from any of the neighbouring na-

tions, or whatever countries or cities they gained from them, that had

not belanged tothem before, they afte the daysofHyrcanus , compelled
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5. Afterthis, king Alexander, although he fell into a dis-

temper byhard drinking, and had a quartan ague which held

him three years, yet would not leave off going out with his

army, till he was quite spent with the labours he had under-

gone, and died in the bounds of Ragaba, a fortress beyond

Jordan. But when his queen saw that he was ready to die,

and had no longer any hopes of surviving, she came to him

weeping and lamenting, and bewailed herself, and her sons,

on the desolate condition they should be left in ; and said to

him, " To whom dost thou thus leave me and my children,

who are destitute of all other supports, and this when thou

knowest how much ill- will thy nation bears thee ?" Buthe

gave her the following advice : " That she need but follow

what he should suggest to her, in order to retain the king-

dom securely with her children, that she should conceal his

death from the soldiers till she should have taken that place ;

after this, she should go in triumph, as upon a victory to Je-

rusalem, and put some ofher authority into the hands ofthe

Pharisees, for that they would commend her for the honour

she had done them ; and would reconcile the nation to her ;

for he told her, they had great authority among the Jews,

both to do hurt to such as they hated, and to bring advan-

tages to those to whom theywere friendly disposed, for that

they are thenbelieved best ofall by the multitude when they

speak any severe things against others ; though it be only

out of envy at them. And he said, that it was by their means

that he had incurred the displeasure of the nation, whom

indeed he had injured . Do thou, therefore, said he, when

thou art come to Jerusalem, send for the leading menamong

them, and show them my body, and, with great appearance

of sincerity, give them leave to use it as they themselves

please, whetherthey will dishonour the dead body byrefusing

it burial, as having severely suffered by my means, or whe-

ther, in their anger,they will offer any other injury, to that

body. Promise them also, that thou wilt do nothing without

them in the affairs of the kingdom. If thou dost but say this

to them, I shall have the honour of a more glorious funeral

from them than thou couldst have made for me : and when it

is in their powerto abuse my dead body, they will do it no

the inhabitants to leave their idolatry, and entirely to receivethe law

of Moses, as proselytes ofjustice, or else banished them into other lands.

That excellent prince, John Hyrcanus, did it to the Idumeans, as &

have noted on c. ix. sec. 1 , already who lived then in the promised

land, and this I suppose justly; but by whatright the rest did it, even

tocountriesorcities that were no partofthat land, I donot at allknow.

This looks too like unjust persecution for religion.

Vol. III.
1

11
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" So whenhe hadinjury at all, and thouwilt rule in safety."

given his wife this advice, he died, after he had reigned

twenty-seven years, and lived fifty years within one.

CHAPTER XVI.

HOW ALEXANDRA, BY GAINING THE GOOD-WILL OF THE PHA-

RISEES RETAINED THE Kingdom NINE YEARS , AND then,

HAVING DONE MANY GLORIOUS ACTIONS, died.

1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the fortress , acted

as her husband had suggested to her, and spake to the Pha-

risees, and put all things into their power, both as tothe dead

body, and as to the affairs ofthe kingdom, and thereby paci-

fied their anger against Alexander, and made them bear

good-will and friendship to him ; who then came among the

multitude , and made speeches to them, and laid before them

the actions of Alexander, and told them, that they had lost a

righteous king; and by the commendation they gave him ,

they brought them to grieve, and to be in heaviness for him ,

so that he had a funeral inore splendid than had any of the

kings before him. Alexander left behind him two sons, Hyr-

* It seems bythis dying advice of Alexander Janneus to his wife, that

he had himselfpursued the measures ofhis father Hyrcanus, and taken

part with the Sadducees, who kept close to the written law, against the

Pharisees, who had introduced their own traditions, c. xvi. sec. 2 , and

that he now saw a political necessity of submitting to the Pharisees, and

their traditions hereafter, if his widow and family minded to retain the

monarchical government, or tyranny over the Jewish nation : which

sect yet, thus supported, were at least in a great measure the ruin ofthe

religion, government, and the nation ofthe Jews, and brought them into

so wicked a state, that the vengeance of God came upon them to their

utter excision. Just thus did Caiphas politically advise the Jewish San-

hedrim, John xi. 50 , That it was expedient for them that one man

should die forthe people, and that the whole nation perish not ; and this

in consequence of their own political supposal, ver. 48, that ifthey let

Jesus alone, with his miracles, all men would believe on him, and the

Romans would come and take away both their place and nation. Which

political crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth brought down the vengeance

of God upon them, and occasioned those very Romans, of whom they

seemed somuch afraid, that to prevent it they put him to death, actually

to come and take away both their place and nation, within 38 years

afterwards. I heartily wish the politicians of Christendom would con-

sider these and the like examples, and no longer sacrifice all virtue and

religion to their pernicious schemes ofgovernment, to the bringing down

thejudgment of God upon themselves, and the several nations intrusted
to their care. But this is a digression : I wish it were an unseasonable

one also. Josephus himself several times makes such digressions, and

I here venture to follow him. See one ofthem at the conclusion ofthe

wery next chapter.
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canus and Aristobulus, but committed the kingdom to Alexan-

dra. Now as to these two sons, Hyrcanus was indeed unable

to manage public affairs , and delighted rather in a quiet life ;

but the younger, Aristobulus, was an active and a bold man ;

and for this woman herself, Alexandra, she was loved bythe

multitude, because she seemed displeased at the offences

her husband had beenguilty of.

2. So she made Hyrcanus high-priest, because he was el-

der, but much more because he cared not to meddle with

politics, and permitted the Pharisees to do every thing ; to

whom also she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She

also restored again those practices which the Pharisees had

introduced, according to the tradition of their forefathers, and

which her father- in-law, Hyrcanus had abrogated. So she

had indeed the name of the Regent, but the Pharisees had

the authority ; for it was they who restored such as had been

banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and, to

say all at once, they differed in nothing from lords. How-

ever, the queen also took care of the affairs of the kingdom ,

and got together a great body of mercenary soldiers, and in-

creased her own armytosuch a degree, that she became ter-

rible tothe neighbouring tyrants, and took hostages ofthem :

and the country was entirely at peace, excepting the Phari-

sees ; for they disturbed the queen, and desired that she

would kill those who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight

hundred men ; after whichthey cut the throat of one ofthem,

Diogenes and after him they did the same to several , one

after another, till the men that were the most potent came

into the palace, and Aristobulus with them ; for he seemed

to be displeased at what was done , and it appeared openly,

that if he had an opportunity, he would not permit his mo-

ther to go on so. "These put the queen in mind what great

dangers theyhadgone through, and greatthings they haddone ,

whereby they had demonstrated the firmness of their fidelity

totheir master, insomuchthat they had received the greatest

anarks offavour from him ; and they begged of her, that she

would not utterly blast their hopes, as it now happened , that

when they escaped the hazards that arose from their [open]

enemies, they were to be cut off at home by their [ private]

enemies, like brute beasts, without any help whatsoever.

They said also , that if their adversaries would be satisfied

with those that had been slain already, they would take what

had been done patiently, on account of their natural love to

their governors ; but if they must expect the same for the

future also, they implored ofher a dismission fromtheir ser-

ice ; for they could not bear to think of attempting any,
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method for their deliverance without her, but would rather

die willingly before the palace gate, in case she would not

forgive them. And that it was agreat shame, both for them-

selves, and for the queen, that when they were neglected by

her, they should come under the lash of her husband's ene-

mies ; for that Aretas, the Arabian king, and the monarchs,

wouldgive any reward, ifthey could get such men as foreign

auxiliaries, to whom their very names, before their voices be

heard, may perhaps be terrible : but if they could not obtain

this their second request, and if she had determined to pre-

fer the Pharisees before them, they still insisted that she

would place them every one in her fortresses ; for, if some

fatal demon hath a constant spite against Alexander's house ,

they would be willing to bear their part, and to live in a

private station there.'

3. As these men said thus, and called upon Alexander's

ghost for commiseration of those already slain, and those in

danger of it, all the by-standers broke out into tears : but

Aristobulus chiefly made manifest what were his sentiments,

and used many reproachful expressions to his mother, [say-

ing,] "Nay, indeed, the case is this, that they have been

themselves the authors of their own calamities, who have

permitted a woman, who, against reason, was mad with am-

bition, to reign over them, whenthere were sons inthe flower

of their age fitter for it." So Alexandra, not knowing what

to do with any decency, committed the fortresses to thero,

all but Hyrcania, and Alexandrium, and Macherus, where her

principal treasures were. After a little while also, she sent

her son Aristobulus with an army to Damascus against Pto-

lemy, who was called Menneus, who was such a bad neigh-

bour to the city ; but he did nothing considerable there, and

so returned home.

4. About this time news was brought that Tigranes, the

king ofArmenia, had made an irruption into Syria with five

hundred thousand soldiers , and was coming against Judea .

This news, as may well be supposed , terrified the queen,

and the nation. Accordingly, they sent him many andvery

valuable presents, as also ambassadors , and that as he was

besieging Ptolemais ; for Selenethe queen,the same thatwas

also called Cleopatra, ruled then over Syria, who had per-

* The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one Greek copy, with

the Latin copies, have it, for Tigranes' army, that came out of Arme-

nia into Syria and Judea, seems muchtoo large. We have had already

several such extravagant numbers in Josephus' present copies, which

arenot to be at all ascribed to him. Accordingly, I incline to Dr. Hud

son's emendation here, which supposes them but4,000.
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suaded the inhabitants to exclude Tigranes. So the Jewish

ambassadors interceded with him, and entreated him that he

would determine nothing that was severe about their queen,

or nation. He commended them for the respects they paid

him at so great a distance : and gave them good hopes of his

favour. But as soon as Ptolemais was taken, news cameto

Tigranes, that Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mithridates, could

not light upon him, who was fled into Iberia , but was laying

waste Armenia , and besieging its cities. Nowwhen Tigranes

knew this, he returned home.

5. After this, when the queen was fallen into a dangerous

distemper, Aristobulus resolved to attempt the seizing ofthe

government ; so he stole away secretly by night, with only

one of his servants, and went to the fortresses, wherein his

friends, that were such from the days of his father, were set-

tled for as he had been a great while displeased at his

inother's conduct,so he was now much more afraid, lest upon

ber death, their whole family should be under the power of

the Pharisees, for he saw the inability of his brother, who

was to succeed in the government nor was any one con-

scious ofwhat he was doing, but only his wife , whom he left

at Jerusalem with their children. He first of all came to

Agaba, where was Galestes, one of the potent men before-

mentioned, and was received by him. When it was day,the

queenperceived that Aristobulus was fled ; and for sometime

she supposed that his departure was not in order to make

any innovation, but when the messengers came one after an-

other, with the news that he had secured the first place , the

second place, and allthe places , for as soon as one had begun

they all submitted to his disposal , then it was that the queen

and the nation were in the greatest disorder, for they were

aware, that it would not be long ere Aristobulus would be

ableto settle himselffirmly in the government. What they

principally were afraid of was this, that he would inflict pun-

ishment upon them for the mad treatment his house had had

from them ; so they resolved to take his wife and childrer

into custody, and keep them in thefortress that was over the

temple.* Nowthere was a mighty conflux ofthe peopletha:

came to Aristobulus from all parts, insomuch that he had &

kind ofroyal attendance about him, for in a little more thar.

fifteendays, hegot twenty-two strong places, which gave him

* This fortress, castle, citadel, or tower, whither the wife and chil-

dren of Aristobulus were now sent, and which overlooked the temple,

could be no other than what Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq B. xviii. c. iv.

sec. 3. vol. iv. and Herod the great rebuilt, and called the tower of An-

tonia, Antiq. B. xv. c. xi. sec. 5.

VOL. III. 11*
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the opportunity of raising an army from Libanus, and Tra-

chonitis, and the monarchs ; for men are easily led bythe

greater number, and easily submit to them. And besides

this, that by affording him their assistance, when he could not

expect it, they, as well as he, should have the advantages

that would come by his being king , because they had been

the occasion of his gaining the kingdom. Now the elders

of the Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, went in untothequeen,

and desired, that she would give them her sentiments

about the present posture ofaffairs, for that Aristobulus was

in effect lord of almost all the kingdom by possessing so

many strong holds, and that it was absurd for them to take

any counsel by themselves, how ill soever she were, while

she was alive, and that the danger would be upon them in no

long time. But she bid them do what they thought proper

to be done that they had many circumstances in their

favour still remaining, a nation in good heart, an army, and

moneyintheir several treasuries, for that she had small con-

cern about public affairs now, when the strength of her body

already failed her.
99

6. Now a little while after she had said this to them , she

died , when she had reigned nine years, and had in all lived

seventy-three. A woman she was who showed no signs of

weakness in her sex, for she was sagacious to the greatest

degree in her ambition of governing ; and demonstrated by

her doings, at once, that her mind was fit for action, and that

sometimes men themselves show the little understanding

they have, by the frequent mistakes they make in point of

government ; for she always preferred the present to futu-

rity, and preferred the power of an imperious dominion above

all things, and in comparison of that had no regard to what

was good, or what was right. However, she brought the

affairs of herhouse to such an unfortunate condition, that she

was the occasion of the taking away that authority from it,

and that in no long time afterwards, whichshe had obtained

bya vast number of hazards and misfortunes, and this outof

a desire of what does not belong to a woman, and all by a

compliance with her sentiments with those that bare ill-will

to their family, and by leaving the administration destitute

of a proper support ofgreat men and indeed her manage-

ment during her administration, while she was alive , was

such, as filled the palace after her death with calamities and

disturbance. However, although this had been her way of

governing, she preserved the nation in peace. And this is

the conclusion of the affairs of Alexandra.
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BOOK XIV.

CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 82 YEARS.

[From the death of Queen Alexandra to the death of Antigonus.]

CHAPTER I.

THE WAR BETWEEN ARISTOBULUS AND HYRCANUS ABOUT THE

KINGDOM ; AND HOWTHEY MADE AN AGREEMENTTHAT ARIS-

TOBULUS SHOULD BE KING , AND HYRCANUS LIVE A PRIVATE

LIFE ; AS ALSO HOW HYRCANUS , A LITTLE AFTERWARDS,

WAS PERSUADED BY ANTIPATER TO FLY TO ARETAS.

1. We have related the affairs of queen Alexandra , and

her death, in the foregoing book, and will now speak of what

followed, and was connected with those histories ; declaring,

before we proceed , that we have nothing so much at heart

as this, that we may omit no facts either through ignorance

or laziness,* for we are upon the history and explication of

such things as the greatest part are unacquainted withal, be-

cause of their distance from our times ; and we aim to do it

with a proper beauty of style, so far as that is derived from

proper words harmonically disposed , and from such orna-

ments of speech also as may contribute to the pleasure ofour

readers, that they may entertain the knowledge of what we

write with some agreeable satisfaction and pleasure. But

the principal scope that authors ought to aim at above all

the rest, is to speak accurately, and to speak truly, for the

satisfaction of those that are otherwise unacquainted with

such transactions, and obliged to believe what these writers

inform them of.

2. Hyrcanus then began his high-priesthood in the third

year of the hundred seventy-seventh Olympiad, when Quin-

tus Hortensius, and Quintus Metellus, who was called Me-

tellus of Crete, were consuls at Rome : when presently Aris-

* Reland takes notice here, very justly, how Josephus' declaration,

that it was hisgreat concern notonly to write an agreeable, an accurate,

and a true history, but also distinctly not to omit any thing (of conse

quence, [either through ignorance or laziness, implies, that he could not

consistently with that resolution, omit the mention of [ sefamous a per-

son as] Jesus Christ.
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tobulus began to make war against him ; and it came to a

battle with Hyrcanus at Jericho, many of his soldiers de-

serted him, and went over to his brother ; upon which Hyr-

canus fled into the citadel , where Aristobulus' wife and child-

ren were imprisoned by their mother, as we have said al-

ready, and attacked and overcame those his adversaries that

had bed thither, and lay within the walls of the temple. So

when he had sent a message to his brother about agreeing

the matters between them, he laid aside his enmity to him,

on these conditions, that Aristobulus should be king ; that

be should live without intermeddling with public affairs , and

quietly enjoy the estate he had acquired. When they had

agreed upon these terms in the temple, and had confirmed

the agreement with oaths, and the giving one another their

right hands, and embracing one another, in the sight of the

whole multitude, they departed, the one, Aristobulus, to the

palace, and Hyrcanus, as a private man, to the former house

of Aristobulus .

3. But there was a certain friend of Hyrcanus, an Idu-

mean, called Antipater, who was very rich, and in his nature,

en active and a seditious man ; who was at enmity with Aris-

tobulus, and had differences with him on account of his good-

will to Hyrcanus . It is true that Nicolaus ofDamascus says,

that Antipaterwas of the stock of the principal Jews who

came out of Babylon into Judea ; but that assertion of his

was to gratify Herod, who was his son, and who, by certain

revelations of fortune, came afterwards to be king of the

Jews, whose historywe shall give you in its proper place

Hereafter. However, this Antipater was at first called An-

rigas, and that was his father's name also ; ofwhom they re-

late this, that king Alexander, and his wife, made him general

of all Idumea, and that he made a league of friendship with

those Arabians, and Gazites, and Ascalonites, that were of

his own party, and had, by many and large presents, made

them his tast friends But now, this younger Antipaterwas

suspicious of the power ofAristobulus, and was afraid ofsome

mischief he might do him, because of his hatred to him, so

he stirred up the most powerful of the Jews, and talked

against him to them privately ; and said, that " it was unjust

to overlook the conduct of Aristobulus, who had gotten the

government unrighteously, and had ejected his brother out

That the famous Antipater's or Antipas' father, was also Antipa-

ter, or Antipas, (which two may justly be esteemed one and the same

name, the former with a Greek or Gentile, the latter with a Hebrew or

Jewish termination,) Josephus here assures us, though Eusebius indeed

says it was Herod.
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of it, who was the elder, and ought to retain what belonged

to him by prerogative of his birth." And the same speeches

he perpetually made to Hyrcanus ; and told him, that his

own life would be in danger, unless he guarded himselfand

got shut of Aristobulus ; for he said, that the friends ofAris-

tobulus omitted no opportunity of advising him to kill him,

as being then, and not before, sure to retain his principality.

Hyrcanus gave no credit to these words of his, as being of a

gentle disposition, and one that did not easily admit of ca-

Jumnies against other men. This temper of his not dispos-

ing him to meddle with public affairs, and want of spirit,

occasioned him to appear to spectators to be degenerous and

unmanly ; while Aristobulus was of a contrary temper, an

active man, and one of a great and generous soul.

4. Since, therefore, Antipater saw that Hyrcanus did not

attend to what he said, he never ceased, day by day, to

charge feigned crimes upon Aristobulus, and to calumniate

him before him, as ifhe had a mind to kill him ; and so by

urging him perpetually, he advised him and persuaded him

to fly to Aretas, the king of Arabia ; and promised, that if

he would comply with his advice, he would also himself as-

sist him, [and go with him. ] When Hyrcanus heard this , he

said, that it was for his advantage to fly away to Aretas.

Now, Arabia is a country that borders upon Judea. How-

ever, Hyrcanus sent Antipater first to the king of Arabia, in

order to receive assurances from him, that when he should

come in the manner of a supplicant to him, he will not

deliver him up to his enemies. So Antipater having re-

ceived such assurances, returned to Hyrcanus to Jerusalem

Awhile afterwards he took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the city

by night, and went a great journey, and came and brought

him tothe city called Petra, where the palace of Aretas was :

and, as he was a very familiar friend of that king, he per

suaded him to bring back Hyrcanus into Judea, and this per-

suasion he continued every day without any remission. He

also proposed to make him presents on that account.

lengthhe prevailed with Aretas in his suit. Moreover, Hyr-

canus promised him , that when he had beenbrought thither,

and had received his kingdom, he would restore that coun-

try, and those twelve cities which his father Alexander had

takenfromthe Arabians, whichwere these, Medaba, Naballo,

Libias, Tharabasa , Agalla, Athone, Zoar, Qrone. Marissa.

Rudda, Lussa, and Oruba.

At
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CHAPTER II.

HOW ARETAS AND HYRCANUS MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST

Aristobulus, and besieGED JERUSALEM ; AND HOW SCAU-

RUS, THE ROMAN GENERAL, RAISED THE SIEGE. CONCERN-

ING THE DEATH OF ONIAS.

1. AFTER these promises had been given to Aretas, he

made an expedition against Aristobulus, with an army of fifty

thousand horse and foot, and beat him in the battle. And

when, after that victory, many went over to Hyrcanus as de-

serters, Aristobulus was left desolate , and fled to Jerusalem ;

upon which the king of Arabia took all his army , and made

anassault upon the temple , and besieged Aristobulus therein,

the people still supporting Hyrcanus, and assisting him in the

siege, while none but the priests continued with Aristobulus.

So Aretas united the forces of the Arabians, and ofthe Jews

together, and pressed on the siege vigorously. As this hap-

pened at the season when the feast of unleavened bread was

celebrated, which we call the Passover, the principal men

among the Jews left the country , and fled into Egypt. Now

there was one, whose name was Onias, a righteous man he

was, and beloved of God, who, in a certain drought, had

prayed to God to put an end to the intense heat, and whose

prayers God had heard, and had sent them rain. This man

had hid himself, because he saw that this sedition would last

a great while. However, they brought him to the Jewish

camp, and desired , that as by his prayers he had once put an

end to the drought, so he would in like manner make im-

precations on Aristobulus and those ofhis faction . And when,

upon his refusal, and the excuses that he made, he was still

by the multitude compelled to speak, he stood up in the

midst ofthem, and said , " God, the king of the whole world!

since those that stand now with me, are thy people, and those

that are besieged are also thy priests, I beseech thee that

thou wilt neither hearken to the prayers ofthose against these,

nor bring to effect what these pray against those." Where-

upon such wicked Jews as stood about him, as soon as he

had made this prayer, stoned him to death.

#

2. But God punished them immediately for this their bar-

barity, and took vengeance of them for the murder of Onias,

in the manner following : while the priests and Aristobulus

were besieged, it happened that the feast called the Passover

was come, at which it is our custom to offer a great number

of sacrifices to God ; but those that were with Aristobulus

wanted sacrifices, and desired that their countrymen without

would furnish them with such sacrifices, and assured them
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they should have as much money for them as they should

desire ; and when they required them to pay a thousand

drachmas foreach head of cattle , Aristobulus and the priests

willingly undertook to pay for them accordingly, and those

within let down the money over the walls, and gave itthem.

Butwhenthe others had received it, they did not deliver the

sacrifices, but arrived at that height of wickedness as to

break the assurances they had given, and to be guilty of im-

piety toward God, by not furnishing those that wantedthem

with sacrifices. And when the priests found they had been

cheated, and that the agreements they had made were vio-

lated, they prayed to God, that he would avenge them on

their countrymen. Nor did he delay their punishment, but

sent a strong and vehement storm of wind that destroyed the

fruits of the whole country, till a modius of wheat was then

bought for eleven drachmás.

3. In the mean time Pompey sent Scaurus into Syria, while

he was himself in Armenia, and making war with Tigranes ;

but when Scaurus was come to Damascus, and found that

Lollius and Metellus had newly taken the city, he came him-

self hastily into Judea . And when he was come thither, am-

bassadors cameto him both from Aristobulus and Hyrcanus,

and both desired he would assist them. And when both of

them proinised to give him money, Aristobulus four hundred

talents , and Hyrcanus no less, he accepted Aristobulus ' pro-

mise, for he was rich, and had a great soul, and desired to

obtain nothing but what was moderate ; whereas the other

was poor, and tenacious, and made incredible promises in

hopes of greater advantages ; for it was not the same thing

to take a city, that was exceeding strong and powerful, as

it was to eject out of the country some fugitives, with a

greater number of Nabateans, who were no very warlike

people. He therefore made an agreement with Aristobulus,

for the reasons before mentioned, and took his money, and

raised the siege, and ordered Aretas to depart, or else he

should be declared an enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus

returned to Damascus again ; and Aristobulus, with a great

army, made war with Aretas and Hyrcanus, and fought them

at a place called Papyron, and beat them in the battle, and

slew about six thousand ofthe enemy ; with whom fell Pha-

lion also, the brother of Antipater.
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CHAPTERHIL

HOW ARISTOBULUS AND HYRCANUS CAME TO POMPEY, IN OR ·

DER TO ARGUE WHO OUGHT TO HAVE THE KINGDOM ; and

HOW, UPON THE FLIGHT OF ARISTOBULUS TO THE FORTRESS

ALEXANDRIUM, POMPEY LED HIS ARMY AGAINST HIM, AND

ORDERED HIM TO DELIVER UP THE FORTRESSES WHEREOF

HE WAS POSSESSED.

1. A LITTLE afterwards Pompey came to Damascus, and

marched over Cœlosyria ; at which time there came ambas-

sadors to him from all Syria, and Egypt, and out of Judea

also, for Aristobulus had sent him a great present, which was

a golden vine, of the value of five hundred talents.* Now

Strabo of Cappadocia mentions this present in these words :

" There came also an embassage out of Egypt, and a crown

of the value of four thousand pieces of gold ; and out of Ju-

dea there came another, whether you call it a vine or a gar-

den: theycalled the thing TERPULE, The delight . However,

we ourselves sawthat present reposited at Rome, in the tem-

ple of Jupiter Capitolinus, with this inscription, The gift

of Alexander, the king of the Jews.' It was valued at five

hundred talents ; and the report is, that Aristobulus, the go-

vernor ofthe Jews, sent it."

6

2. In a little time afterwards, came ambassadors again to

him, Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus from Aristo-

bulus ; which last also accused such as had taken bribes,

first Gabinius, and then Scaurus, the one three hundred ta-

lents, and the other four hundred ; by which procedure he

made these two his enemies, besides those he had before.

And when Pompey had ordered those , that had controver-

sies one with another, to come to him inthe beginning ofthe

spring, he brought his army out oftheir winter-quarters, and

marched into the countryofDamascus : and, as he went along,

* This golden vine , or garden, seen by Strabo at Rome, has its inscrip-

tion here, as if it were the gift of Alexander, the father of Aristobulus,

and not of Aristobulus himself, towhom yet Josephus ascribes it : and,

in order to prove the truth of that part of his history, introduces this

testimonyof Strabo's ; so that the ordinary copies seem to be here either

erroneous or defective, and the original reading seems to have been

either Arstobulus instead of Alexander, with one Greek copy, or else

Aristobulus, the son of Alexander, with the Latin copies ; which last

seems to me the most probable : for as to archbishop Usher's conjectures

that Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in the temple, and that

thence Aristobulus took it, and sent it to Pompey, they are both very

improbable, and noway agreeable to Josephus, who would hardly have

avoided the recording both those uncommon points of history, had be

known any thing of them : nor would either the Jewish nation, or even

Pompey himself, thenhave relished such aflagrant instance of sacrilege.
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he demolished the citadel that was at Apamia, which Anti-

ochus Cyzicenus had built, and took cognizance of the coun-

try of Ptolemy Menneus, awicked man, and not less so than

Dionysius of Tripoli, who had been beheaded, who was also

his relation by marriage ; yet did he buy off the punishment

ofhis crimes for a thousand talents, with which money Pom-

pey paid the soldiers their wages. He also conquered the

place called Lysias, of which Silas, a Jew, was tyrant. And

when he had passed over the cities of Heliopolis and Chal-

cis , and got over the mountain which is on the limit of Co-

losyria, he came from Pella to Damascus ; and there it was

that he heard the causes of the Jews, and of their governors

Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, who were at difference one with

another, as also of the nation against them both, which did

not desire to be under kingly government, because the form

ofgovernment they received from their forefathers was that

of subjection to the priests of that God whom they worship-

ped ; and [they complained] that though these two were

the posterity of priests, yet did they seek to change the go-

vernment oftheir nation to another form , in order to enslave

them. Hyrcanus complained, that although he were the

elder brother, he was deprived of the prerogative of his

birth by Aristobulus, and that he hath but a small part of

the country under him, Aristobulus having taken away the

rest fromhim by force. He also accused him, that the incur-

sions which had beenmade into their neighbours' countries,

and the piracies that had been at sea, were owing to him

and that the nation would not have revolted, unless Aristo-

bulus had been a man given to violence and disorder ; and

there were no fewerthan a thousand Jews, ofthe best esteem

among them, who confirmed this accusation ; which confir-

mation was procured by Antipater. But Aristobulus alleged

against him , that it was Hyrcanus' own temper, which was

inactive, and on that account contemptible, which caused

him to be deprived of the government ; and that for himself

he was necessitated to take it upon him, forfear lest it should

be transferred to others. And that as to his title [of king,]

it was no more than what his father had taken [before him.

He also called for witnesses of what he said, some persons

who were both young and insolent, whose purple garments,

fine heads of hair, and other ornaments, were detested [by

the court,] and which they appeared in, not as though they

were to plead their cause in a court ofjustice, but as if they

were marching in pompous procession.

3. WhenPompey had heard the causes of these two, and

had condemned Aristobulus for his violent procedure, he

VOL. III. 12
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then spake civillyto them, and sent them away ; and told

them , that whenhe came again into their country, he would

settle all their affairs, after he had first taken a view of the

affairs of the Nabateans. In the mean time, he ordered them

to be quiet ; and treated Aristobulus civilly, lest he should

make the nation revolt, and hinder his return : which yet

Aristobulus did ; for without expecting any farther determi-

nation, which Pompey had promised him, he went tothe city

Delius, and thence marched into Judea.

4. At this behaviour, Pompey was angry ; and taking with

him that army which he was leading against the Nabateans ,

and the auxiliaries that came from Damascus, and the other

parts of Syria, with the other Roman legions which he had

with him,he made an expedition against Aristobulus : but as

he passedby Pella, and Scythopolis, he came to Core, which

is the first entrance into Judea, when one passes over the

mid-land countries, where he came to a most beautiful for-

tress that was built on the top of a mountain called Alexan-

drium , whither Aristobulus had fled, and thence Pompey sent

his commands to him, that he should come to him. Accord-

ingly, at the persuasions of many, that he would not make

war withthe Romans, he came down and when he had dis-

puted with his brother about the right to the government, he

went up again to the citadel, as Pompeygave him leave to

do; and this he did two or three times, as flattering himself

with the hopes of having the kingdom granted him ; so that

he still pretended he would obey Pompey in whatsoeverhe

commanded, although at the same time he retired to his for-

tress that he might not depress himself too low, and that he

might be prepared for a war, in case it should prove as he

feared, that Pompey would transfer the government to Hyr-

canus. But when Pompey enjoined Aristobulus to deliver

up the fortresses he held, and to send an injunction to their

governors, under his own hand, for that purpose, for they

had been forbidden to deliver them up upon any other com-

mands, he submitted indeed to do so, but still he retired in

displeasure to Jerusalem, and made preparation for war. A

little after this, certain persons came out of Pontus, and in-

formed Pompey, as he was on the way, and conducting his

army against Aristobulus, that Mithridates was dead, and

was slain by his son Pharnaces.
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CHAPTER IV.

HOW POMPEY, WHEN THE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM SHUT THE

GATES AGAINST HIM, BESIEGED THE CITY, AND TOOK IT BY

FORCE ; AS ALSO WHAT OTHER THINGS HE DID IN JUDEA.

1. Now, when Pompey had pitched his camp at Jericho,

(where the palm-tree grows, and that balsam* which is an

ointment, of all the most precious, which upon any incision

made in the wood with a sharp stone, distils out thence like

a juice,) he marched in the morning to Jerusalem. Here-

upon Aristobulus repented of what he was doing, and came

to Pompey, [and promised to] give him money, and received

him into Jerusalem, and desired that he would leave off the

war, and do what he pleased peaceably. So Pompey, upon

his entreaty, forgave him, and sent Gabinius and soldiers

with him,to receive the money and the city : yet was no

part of this performed , but Gabinius came back, being both

excluded out of the city, and receiving none of the money

promised, because Aristobulus' soldiers would not permit the

agreements to be executed. At this,Pompey was very an-

gry, and put Aristobulus into prison, and came himself tothe

city, which was strong on every side, excepting the north,

which was not so well fortified, for there was a broad and

deep ditch that encompassed the city, and included within

it the temple, which was itself encompassed about with a

very strong stone wall.†

2. Now, there was a sedition ofthe men that were within

the city, who did not agree what was to be done in their pre-

sent circumstances, while some thought it best to deliver up

These express testimonies of Josephus' here, and Antiq. B. viii. c.

vi . sec. 6. vol. ii. and B. xv. c. iv. sec. 2. vol. iii. that the only balsam

gardens, and the best palm-trees, were, at least in his days, near Jeri-

cho and Engaddi, about the north part of the Dead Sea, (whereabout

also Alexander the Great sawthe balsam drop,) show the mistake of

those that understand Eusebius and Jerom, as if one of those gardens

were at the south part ofthat sea, at Zoar or Segor, whereas they must

either mean another Zoar or Segor, which was between Jericho and

Engaddi, agreeably to Josephus, which yet they do not appear to do, or

else they directly contradict Josephus, and were therein greatly mis-

taken : I mean this, unless that balsam, and the best palm-trees, grew

much more southward in Judea, in the days of Eusebius and Jerom ,

than they did n the days of Josephus.

+ The particular depth and breadth of this ditch, whence the stones

for the wall about the temple were probably taken, are omitted in our

copies of Josephus, but set down by Strabo, B. xvi . p. 763, from whom

we learn, that this ditch was 60 feet deep, and 250 feet broad. How-

ever, its depth is, in the next section, said byJosephus to be immense,

which exactly agrees to Strabo's description, and whichnumber in Stra-

bo is astrong confirmation of the truth of Josephus' description also.

1
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the city to Pompey ; but Aristobulus' party exhorted them

toshut thegates because he was kept in prison. Now, these

prevented the others, and seized upon the temple, and cut off

the bridge which reached from it to the city, and prepared

themselves to abide a siege ; but the others admitted Pom-

pey's army in, and delivered up both the city andthe king's

palace to him. So Pompey sent his lieutenant Piso with - an

army, and placed garrisons both in the city and in the pa-

lace, to secure them, and fortified the houses that joined to

the temple ; and all those which were more distant, and with-

out it. And in the first place, he offered terms of accom-

modation to those within ; but when they would not comply

with what was desired , he encompassed all the places there-

about with a wall, wherein Hyrcanus did gladly assist him on

all occasions, but Pompey pitched hiscamp within [the wall, ]

on the north part of the temple, where it was most practica-

ble; but even on that side there were great towers , and a

ditch had been dug, and a deep valley begirt it round about,

for on the parts toward the city were precipices, and the

bridge on which Pompey had gotten in was broken down

however, a bank was raised day by day, with a great deal of

labour, while the Romans cut down materials for it fromthe

places round about : and when this bank was sufficiently

raised, and the ditch filled up, though but poorly, byreason

of its immense depth, he brought up his mechanical engines,

and battering-rams, from Tyre, and placing them on the

bank, he battered the temple with the stones that were

thrown against it. And had it not been our practice , from

the days of our forefathers, to rest on the seventh days, this

bank could never have been perfect, by reason of the oppo-

sition the Jews would have made ; for though ourlawgives

us leave then to defend ourselves against those that begin to

fight with us,and assault us, yet does it not permit us to med-

dle with our enemies, while they do any thing else.

3. Which thing when the Romans understood , on those

days which we call the Sabbaths, they threw nothing at the

Jews, nor came to any pitched battle with them, but raised

up their earthen banks,and brought their engines into such

forwardness that they might do execution the next days.

And any one may hence learn, how very great piety we ex-

ercise toward God, and the observance of his laws, since the

priests were not at all hindered from their sacred ministra-

tions, by their fear during this siege, but did still, twice a

day, in the morning, and about the ninth hour, offer their sa-

crifices on the altar : nor did they omit those sacrifices , if

any melancholy accident happened, by the stones that were
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thrown among them ; for although the city was taken inthe

third month, on the day of the fast,* in the one hundred

seventy-ninth Olympiad, when Caius Antonius and Marcus

Tullius Cicero, were consuls, and the enemy then fell upon

them, and cut the throats of those that were in the temple,

yet could not those that offered the sacrifices be compelled

to run away, neither by the fear they were in of their own

lives, nor bythe number that were already slain , as thinking

it better to suffer whatever came upon them, at their very

altars, than to omit any thing that their laws required of

them. And that this is not a mere brag, or an encomium to

manifest a degree of our piety that was false , but is the real

truth, I appeal to those that have written ofthe acts of Pom-

pey ; and among them, to Strabo, and Nicolaus [of Damas-

cus ;] and besides these two, Titus Livius, the writer ofthe

Roman history, who will bear witness to this thing.t

the4. But when the battering engine was brought near,

greatest of the towers was shaken by it, and fell down, and

brake down a part of the fortifications , so the enemy poured

in apace ; and Cornelius Faustus, the son of Sylla, with his

soldiers , first of all ascended the wall, and next to him Furius

the centurion, with those that followed, on the other part,

while Fabius, who was also a centurion, ascended it in the

middle, with a great body of men after him. But now all

was full of slaughter ; some of the Jews being slain by the

Romans, and some by one another; nay, some there were who

threw themselves down the precipices, or put fire to their

houses , and burnt them, as not able to bear the miseries they

were under. Of the Jews there fell twelve thousand , but

of the Romans very few. Absalom, who was at once both

uncle, and father-in-law to Aristobulus, was taken captive.

And no small enormities were committed about the temple

itself, which, in former ages,had been inaccessible, and seen

by none ; for Pompey went into it, and not a fewof those

* That is on the 23d of Sivan, the annual fast for the defection and

idolatry of Jeroboam, who made Israel to sin ; or possibly some other

fast might fall into that month, before and in the days ofJosephus.

+ It deserves here to be noted, that this Pharisaical, superstitious no-

tion, that offensive fighting was unlawful to Jews, even under the ut-

most necessity, on the Sabbath-day, of which we hear nothing before

the times ofthe Maccabees, was the proper occasion of Jerusalem's be-

ingtaken by Pompey, Sosius, and by Titus, as appears from the places

already quoted in the note on Antiq. B. xiii. c. viii. sec. 1. which scru-

pulous superstition, as to the observation of such a rigorous rest upon

the Sabbath-day, our Saviour always opposed, when the Pharisaical

Jews insisted on it, as is evident in many places in the New Testament,

though he still intimated how pernicious that superstition might prove to

them in their flight from the Romans. Matt. xxv. 20.

12*Vol. III.



138 ANTIQUITIES

that were with him also, and saw all that which it was unlaw-

ful for any other men to see, but only for the high-priests.

There were in that temple the golden table, the holy candle-

stick, and the pouring vessels, and agreat quantity of spices ;

and besides these, there were among the treasures two thou-

sand talents of sacred money ; yet did Pompeytouch nothing

of all this, on account of his regard to religion ; and in this

point also he acted in a manner that was worthy of his vir-

tue. The next day he gave order to those that had the

charge of the temple to cleanse it, and to bring what offer-

ings the law required to God ; and restored the high-priest-

hood to Hyrcanus, both because he had been useful to him

in other respects, and because he hindered the Jews in the

country from giving Aristobulus any assistance in this war

against him. He also cut offthose that had beenthe authors

of that war ; and bestowed proper rewards on Faustus, and

those others that mounted the wall with such alacrity ; and

he made Jerusalem tributary tothe Romans ; and took away

those cities of Colosyria which the inhabitants ofJudea had

subdued, and put them underthe government ofthe Roman

president, and confined the whole nation, which had ele-

vated itself so high before, within its own bounds. More-

over, he rebuilt Gadara,t which had been demolished a

little before, to gratify Demetrius of Gadara, who was his

freedman, and restored the rest of the cities, Hippos, and

Scythopolis, and Pella, and Dios, and Samaria, as also

Marissa, and Ashdod, and Jamnia, and Arethusa, to their own

inhabitants : these were in the inland parts. Besides those

that had been demolished, and also of the maritime cities ,

Gaza and Joppa, and Dora, and Strato's Tower ; which last

Herod rebuilt after a glorious manner, and adorned with

havens, and temples, and changed its name to Cæsarea. All

these Pompey left in a state of freedom, and joined them to

the province of Syria.

5. Nowthe occasions of this misery which came upon Je-

rusalem, were Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, by raising a sedi-

tion one against the other ; for now we lost our liberty, and

became subject to the Romans, and were deprived of that

country whichwe had gained by our arms from the Syrians,

and were compelled to restore it to the Syrians. Moreover,

This is fully confirmed bythe testimony of Cicero, who says, in

his oration for Flaccus,that " Cneius Pompeius, when he was conquer-

or, and had taken Jerusalem, did not touch any thing belonging to that

temple."

+ Ofthis destruction of Gadara here presupposed , and its restora-

tion by Pompey. See the note on the War, B. i . c. vii. sec. 7. vol. v.

(
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the Romansexacted ofus, in a little time, above ten thousand

talents. And the royal authority, which was a dignity for-

inerlybestowed on those that were high-priests, by the right

of their family, became the property of private men. But

of these matters we shall treat in their proper places. Now

Pompey committed Coelosyria, as far asthe river Euphrates

and Egypt, to Scaurus, with two Roman legions, and then

went awayto Cilicia, and made haste to Rome. He also car-

ried bound along with him Aristobulus and his children ; for

he had two daughters, and as many sons ; the one of which

ran away, but the younger, Antigonus, was carried to Rome,

together with his sisters.

CHAPTER V.

HOW SCAURUS MADE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WITH

ARETAS. AND WHAT GABINIUS DID IN JUDEA, AFTER HE

HAD CONQUERED ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBUlus.

1. SCAURUS made now an expedition against Petrea, in

Arabia, and set on fire all the places round about it, because

of the great difficulty of access to it. And as his army was

pinched by famine, Antipater furnished him with corn out of

Judea, and with whatever else he wanted, and this at the

command ofHyrcanus. And when he was sent to Aretas, as

an ambassador by Scaurus, because he had lived with him

formerly, he persuaded Aretas to give Scaurus a sum of

money, to prevent the burning of his country ; and under-

took to be his surety for three hundred talents. So Scaurus,

uponthese terms, ceased to make war any longer ; which was

done as much at Scaurus' desire , as at the desire of Aretas.

2. Some time after this , when Alexander, the son of Aris-

tobulus, made an incursion into Judea, Gabinius came from

Rome to Syria, as commander ofthe Roman forces. He did

many considerable actions : and particularly made war with

Alexander, since Hyrcanus was not yet able to oppose his

power, but was already attempting to rebuildthe wall of Je-

rusalem, which Pompey had overthrown, although the Ro-

mans, which were there, restrained him fromthat his design.

However, Alexander went over all the country roundabout,

and armed many of the Jews, and suddenly got together ten

thousand arined footmen, and fifteen hundred horsemen, and

fortified Alexandrium, a fortress near to Corea and Mache-

rus, near the mountains of Arabia. Gabinius therefore came

upon him, having sent Marcus Antonius, with other com-

manders, before. These armed such Romans as followed
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them ; and, together with them, such Jews as were subject

to them, whose leaders were Pitholaus and Malichus, and

they took withthem also their friends that were with Anti-

pater, and met Alexander, while Gabinius himself followed

with his legion. Hereupon, Alexander retired to the neigh-

bourhood of Jerusalem, where they fell upon one another,

and it came to a pitched battle, in which the Romans slew

of their enemies about three thousand, and took a little num-

ber alive.

3. At which time Gabinius came to Alexandrium, and in-

vited those that were in it to deliver it up on certain condi-

tions, and promised that then their former offences should be

forgiven: but as a great number of the enemy had pitched

their camp before the fortress, when the Romans attacked,

Marcus Antonius fought bravely, and slew a great number,

and seemed to come off with the greatest honour. So Gabi-

nius left part of his army there, in order to take the place ,

and he himself went into other parts ofJudea, and gave or-

der to rebuild all the cities that he met with, that had been

demolished ; at which time were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod ,

Scythopolis, Anthedon, Raphia , and Dora ; Marissa also , and

Gaza, and not a few others besides . And as the menacted

according to Gabinius' command, it came to pass , that at

this time these cities were securely inhabited , which had

been desolate for a long time.

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the country, he re-

turned to Alexandrium ; and when he urged on the siege of

the place, Alexander sent an embassage to him, desiring that

he would pardon his former offences : he also delivered up

the fortresses, Hyrcania, and Macherus ; and at last Alexan-

drium itself, which fortresses Gabinius demolished. But

when Alexander's mother, who was of the side of the Ro-

mans, as having her husband and other children at Rome,

came to him, he granted her whatsoever she asked ; and

whenhe had settled matters with her, he brought Hyrcanus

to Jerusalem, and committed the care of the temple tohim.

And when he had ordained five councils, he distributed the

nation into the same number of parts. So these councils go-

verned the people ; the first was at Jerusalem, the second at

Gadara, the third at Amathus, the fourth at Jericho, and the

fifth at Sepphoris, in Galilee. So the Jews were now freed

from monarchial authority, and were governed by an aris-

tocracy.*

* Dean Prideaux well observes, "That notwithstanding theclamour

against Gabinius at Rome, Josephus gives him a laudable character, as

if he had acquitted himselfwith honour in the charge committed to

hin," [in Judea.] See at the year 55.



OF THE JEWS.
141

CHAPTER VI.

HOW GABINIUS CAUGHT ARISTOBULUS AFTER HE HAD FLED

FROM ROME , AND SENT HIM BACK TO ROME AGAIN ; AND

HOW THE SAME GABINIUS, AS HE RETURNED OUT OF EGYPT,

OVERCAME ALEXANDER AND THE NABATEANS IN BATTLE.

1. Now, Aristobulus ran away from Rome to Judea, and

set about the rebuilding of Alexandrium, which had been

newly demolished : hereupon, Gabinius sent soldiers against

him , and for their commanders, Sisenna and Antonius, and

Servilius, in order to hinder him from getting possession of

the country, and to take him again . And indeed many ofthe

Jews ran to Aristobulus, on account of his former glory, as

also because they should be glad of an innovation. Now,

there was one Pitholaus, a lieutenant at Jerusalem , who de-

serted to him with athousand men, although a great number

of those that came to him were unarmed ; and when Aristo-

bulus had resolved to go to Macherus, he dismissed those

people, because they were unarmed, for they could not be

useful to him in what actions they were going about, but he

took with him eight thousand that were armed, and marched

on and as the Romans fell upon them severely, the Jews

fought valiantly, but were beaten in the battle ; and when

they had fought with alacrity, but were overborne by the

enemy, they were put to flight ; of whom were slain about

five thousand, and the rest, being dispersed , tried , as well as

they were able, to save themselves. However, Aristobulus

had with him still above one thousand, and with themhe fled

to Macherus, and fortified the place, and though he had ill

success, he still had good hope of his affairs : but when he

had struggled against the siege for two days' time, and had

received many wounds, he was brought as a captive to Ga-

binius, with his son Antigonus, who also fled with him from

Rome. And this was the fortune of Aristobulus, who was

sent back again to Rome, and was there retained in bonds,

having been both king and high-priest for three years and

six months ; and was indeed an eminent person, and one of

a great soul. However, the senate let his children go, upon

Gabinius' writing to them, that he had promised their mo-

ther so much when she delivered up the fortresses to him ;

and accordingly, they then returned into Judea .

2. Now, when Gabinius was making an expedition against

the Parthians, and had already passed over Euphrates, he

changed his mind, and resolved to return into Egypt, in order

to restore Ptolemy to his kingdom.* This hath also been

* This history is best illustrated by Dr. Hudson out ofLivy, whosays,

"That A. Gabinius the proconsul, restored Ptolemy to his kingdom of
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related elsewhere. However, Antipater supplied his army,

whichhe sent against Archelaus, with corn, and weapons, and

money. He also made those Jews, who were above Pelu-

sium, his friends and confederates, and had been the guardi-

ans of the passes that led into Egypt. But when he came

back out of Egypt, he found Syria in disorder with seditions

and troubles ; for Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, having

seized onthegovernment a second time byforce, made many

ofthe Jews revolt to him, and so he marched over the coun-

try with a great army, andslew allthe Romans he could light

upon, and proceeded to besiege the mountain called Geriz-

zim, whither they had retreated.

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in such a state , he sent

Antipater, who was a prudent man, to those that were sedi-

tious, to try whether he could cure them of their madness,

and persuade them to return to a better mind ; and whenhe

came to them, he brought many of them to a sound mind, and

induced them to do what they ought to do, but he could not

restrain Alexander, for he had an army of thirty thousand

Jews, and met Gabinius, and joining battle with him, was

beaten, and lost ten thousand of his men about mount Tabor.

4. So Gabinius settled the affairs which belonged to the

city Jerusalem, as was agreeable to Antipater's inclination,

and went against the Nabateans, and overcame them in battle.

He also sent away in a friendly manner Mithridates and Or-

sanes, whowere Parthian deserters, and came to him, though

the report wet abroad that they had run away from him.

Andwhen Gabinius had performedgreatand glorious actions ,

in his management ofthe affairs ofwar, he returned to Rome,

and delivered the government to Crassus. Now, Nicolaus of

Damascus, and Strabo of Cappadocia, both describe the ex-

peditions of Pompey and Gabinius against the Jews, while

neither ofthem say any thing new which is not in the other.

CHAPTER VII.

HOW CRASSUS CAME INTO JUDEA AND PILLAGED THE TEMPLE ;

AND THEN MARCHED AGAINST THE PARTHIANS, AND PER-

ISHED WITH HIS ARMY. ALSO, HOW CASSIUS OBTAINED

SYRIA, AND PUT A STOP TO THE PARTHIANS, AND THEN

WENT UP TO JUDEA.

1. Now Crassus, as he was going upon his expedition

against the Parthians, came into Judea, and carried off the

moneythatwas in the temple, whichPompey had left ; being

Egypt, and ejected Archelaus, whom they had set up for king," &c.

See Prid, at the year 64 and 65.
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two thousand talents, and was disposed to spoil it of all the

gold belonging to it, which was eight thousand talents. He

also took abeam whichwas made of solid beaten gold , of the

weight of three hundred mine ; each of which weighedtwo

pounds and a half. It was the priest who was guardian of

the sacred treasures, and whose name was Eleazer, that gave

him this beam, not out of a wicked design, for he was agood

and a righteous man : but being intrusted with the custody

of the vails belonging to the temple, which were of admira-

ble beauty, and of very costly workmanship, and hung down

from this beam, when he saw that Crassus was busy in ga-

thering money, and was in fear for the entire ornaments ofthe

temple, he gave him this beam of gold, as a ransom for the

whole, but this not till he had given his oath that he would

remove nothing else out of the temple, but be satisfied with

this only which he should give him, being worth many ten

thousand [shekels . ] Now, this beam was contained in a

wooden beam, that was hollow, but was known to no others,

but Eleazer alone knew it ; yet did Crassus take away this

beam, upon the condition of touching nothing else that be-

longed to the temple, and then broke his oath, and carried

away all the gold that was in the temple.

2. And let no one wonder that there was so much wealth

in our temple, since all the Jews throughout the habitable

earth, and those that worshipped God, nay, even those of

Asia and Europe, sent their contributions to it, and this from

very ancient times ; nor is the largeness of these sums with-

out its attestation ; nor is that greatness owing to our vanity,

as raising it without ground to so great a height ; but there

are many witnesses to it, and particularly Strabo ofCappa-

docia, who says thus : " Mithridates sent to Cos, and took

the money which queen Cleopatra had deposited there, as

also eight hundred talents belonging to the Jews." Now,

we have no public money but onlywhat appertains to God

and it is evident the Asian Jews removed this money out of

fear ofMithridates, for it is not probable that those ofJu-

dea, who had a strong city and temple, should send their

money to Cos ; nor is it likely that the Jews, who are inha-

bitants of Alexandria, should do so either, since they were

in no fear of Mithridates. And Strabo himself bears witness

to the same thing in another place, that at the same time that

Sylla passed over into Greece, in order to fight against Mi-

thridates, he sent Lucullus to put an end to a sedition that

our nation, ofwhom the habitable earth is full , had raised in

Cyrene where he speaks thus : " There were four classes

of men among those of Cyrene, that of citizens, that of hus-

:
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bandmen, the third of strangers, and the fourth of Jews.

Now,these Jews are already gotten into all cities, and it is

hard to find a place in the habitable earth that hath not ad-

mitted this tribe of men, and is not possessed by it : and it

hath come to pass that Egypt and Cyrene, as having the

samegovernors, and a great number ofother nations, imitate

theirway of living, and maintain great bodies of these Jews,

in a peculiar manner, andgrow up to greater prosperity with

them , and make use of the same laws with that nation also.

Accordingly, the Jews have places assigned them in Egypt

wherein they inhabit, besides what is peculiarly allotted to

that nation at Alexandria , which is a large part of that city.

There is also an ethnarch allowed them, who governs the na-

tion, and distributes justice to them, and takes care oftheir

contracts, and of the laws to them belonging, as if he were

the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, therefore, this na-

tion is powerful, because theJews were originally Egyptians,

and because the land wherein they inhabit, since they went

thence, is nearto Egypt. They also removed into Cyrene ,

because that this land adjoined to the government of Egypt,

as well as doesJudea, or rather was formerly under the same

government. ' And this is what Strabo says.

3. So when Crassus had settled all things as he himself

pleased,he marched intoParthia, where bothhe himself, and

all his army, perished , as hath been related elsewhere. But

Cassius, ashe fled from Rome to Syria, took possession of it,

and was an impediment to the Parthians, who, by reason of

their victory over Crassus, made incursions upon it : and as

he came back to Tyre, he went up into Judea also, and fell

upon Taricheæ, and presently took it, and carried about

thirty thousand Jews captives ; and slew Pitholaus, who suc-

ceeded Aristobulus in his seditious practices, and that by the

persuasion of Antipater, who proved to have great interest

in him, and was at that time in great repute with the Idu-

means also : out of which nation he married a wife , who was

the daughter of one of their eminent men, and her name was

Cypros ; by whom he had four sons, Phasael, and Herod ,

who was afterwards made king, and Joseph, and Pheroras ;

and a daughter, named Salome. This Antipater cultivated

also a friendship and mutual kindness with other potentates,

but especiallywith the king of Arabia, to whom he committed

his children, while he fought against Aristobulus . So Cas-

sius removed his camp , and marched to Euphrates, to meet

* Dr. Hudson observes, that the name of this wife of Antipater in

Josephus was Cypras, as a Hebrew termination, but not Cypris, the
Greek name for Venus, as some critics were ready to correct it.
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those that were coming to attack him, as hath been related

by others.

4. But sometime afterwards , Cæsar, when he had taken

Rome, and after Pompey and the senate were fled beyond

the Ionian sea, freed Aristobulus from his bonds, and re-

solved to send him into Syria, and delivered two legions to

him, that he might see matters right, as being a potent man

in that country ; but Aristobulus had no enjoyment of what

he hoped for from the power that was given him by Cæsar,

forthose ofPompey's party prevented it, and destroyed him

bypoison: and those of Cæsar's party buried him. His dead

body also lay for a good while embalmed in honey, till An-

tony afterwards sent it to Judea, and caused him to be buried

inthe royal sepulchre. But Scipio, upon Pompey's sending

tohim to slay Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, because the

young manwas accused ofwhat offences he had at first been

guilty of against the Romans, cut off his head andthus did

he die at Antioch . But Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, who

was the ruler of Chalcis, under mount Libanus, took his

brethrentohim, and sent his son Philippion to Askelon to Aris-

tobulus' wife, and desired her to send back with him herson

Antigonus, andher daughters : the one of which, whose name

was Alexandra, Philippion fell in love with, and married her,

though afterwards his father Ptolemy slewhim, and married

Alexandra, and continued to take care of her brethren.

CHAPTER VIII.

:

THE JEWS BECOME CONFEDERATES WITH CESAR WHEN HE

FOUGHT AGAINST EGYPT. THE GLORIOUS ACTIONS OF ANTI-

PATER, AND HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH CÆSAR. THE HONOURS

WHICH THE JEWS RECEIVED FROM THE ROMANS AND ATHEN-

IANS .

1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after that victory

Cæsar had gained over him, Antipater, who managed the

Jewish affairs, became very useful to Cæsar when he made

war against Egypt, and that by the order of Hyrcanus : for

when Mithridates of Pergamus was bringing his auxiliaries,

andwas not able to continue his march through Pelusium,

but obliged to stay at Askelon, Antipater came to him, con-

ducting three thousand of the Jews ' armed men: he had

also taken care that the principal men of the Arabians should

come to his assistance : and on his account it was, that all

the Syrians assisted him also, as not willing to appear be-

hindhand in their alacrity for Cæsar, viz. Jamblicus the

Vol. III. 13



146
ANTIQUITIES

ruler, and Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy, the son of Sohe-

mus,who dwelt at mount Libanus, and almost all the cities.

So Mithridates marched out of Syria, and came to Pelusium ;

and when its inhabitants would not admit him, he besieged

the city. Now Antipater signalized himself here, and was

the first who plucked down a part of the wall, and so opened

a way to the rest, whereby they might enter the city, and

by this means Pelusium was taken : but it happened that the

EgpytianJews, who dwelt in the country called Onion, would

not let Antipater and Mithridates, with their soldiers , pass

to Cæsar, but Antipater persuaded them to come over to

their party, because he was of the same people with them,

and that chiefly by showingthemthe epistles of Hyrcanusthe

high-priest, wherein he exhorted them to cultivate friendship

with Cæsar, and to supply his army with money, and all

sorts ofprovisions which they wanted and accordingly, when

they saw Antipater and the high-priest of the same senti-

ments, they did as they were desired. And when the Jews

about Memphis heard that these Jews were come over to

Cæsar, they also invited Mithridates to come to them : so he

came and received them also into his army.

2. And when Mithridates had gone over all Delta, as the

place is called, he came to a pitched battle with the enemy,
near the place called the Jewish camp. Now Mithridates

had the right wing, and Antipater the left ; and when it came

to a fight, that wing where Mithridates was, gave way, and

was likely to suffer extremely, unless Antipater nad come

running to him with his own soldiers along the shore, when

he had already beaten the enemy that opposed him ; so he

delivered Mithridates, and put those Egyptians, who had

been too hard for him, to flight. He also took their camp,

and continued inthe pursuit of them. He also recalled Mith-

ridates, who had been worsted, and was retired a great way
off; ofwhose soldiers eight hundred fell , but of Antipater's

fifty. So Mithridates sent an account of this battle to Cæsar,

and openly declared, that Antipater was the author of this

victory, and of his own preservation , insomuch that Cæsar

commended Antipater then, and made use ofhim all the rest

of thatwarinthe most hazardous undertakings : hehappened

also to be wounded in one of those engagements.

3. However, when Cæsar, after some time, had finished

that war, and was sailed away for Syria, he honoured Anti-

pater greatly, and confirmed Hyrcanus in the high-priest-

hood ; and bestowed on Antipater the privilege of a citizen

of Rome, and a freedom from taxes every where : and it is

reported by many, that Hyrcanus went along with Antipater

in this expedition, and came himself into Egypt. And Strabo
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of Cappadocia bears witness to this, when he says thus, i.:

the name of Asinius : " After Mithridates had invaded Egypt,

and with him Hyrcanus the high-priest of the Jews." Nay,

the same Strabo says thus again, in another place, in the

name of Hypsicrates, that " Mithridates at first went out

alone, but that Antipater, who had the care of the Jewish

affairs, was called by him to Askelon, and that he had gotten

ready three thousand soldiers to go along with him, and en-

couraged other governors of the country to go along with him

also ; and that Hyrcanus the high-priest was also present in

this expedition. ' This is what Strabo says.

4. But Antigonus, the son ofAristobulus, came at this time

to Cæsar, and" lamented his father's fate ; and complained

that it was by Antipater's means that Aristobulus was taken

off by poison, and his brother was beheaded by Scipio, and

desired that he would take pity ofhim who had been ejected

out of that principality which was due to him." He also ac-

cused Hyrcanus and Antipater as governing the nation by

violence, and offering injuries to himself. Antipater was pre-

sent, and made his defence as to the accusations that were

laid against him . " He demonstrated that Antigonus and his

party were given to innovation , and were seditious persons.

He also put Cæsar in mind, what difficult services he had un-

dergone when he had assisted him in his wars, and discoursed

about what he was a witness ofhimself. He added that Aris-

tobulus was justly carried away to Rome, as one that was an

enemy tothe Romans, and could never be brought to be a

friend to them , and that his brother had no more than he de-

served from Scipio, as being seized in committing robbe-

and that this punishment was not inflicted on him in a

way of violence or injustice by him that did it ."

ries ;

5. When Antipater had madethis speech, Cæsar appointed

Hyrcanus to be high-priest ; and gave Antipater what prin

cipalityhe himself should choose, leaving the determination

to himself: so he made him procurator of Judea. He also

gave Hyrcanus leave to raise up the walls of his own city,

upon his asking that favour ofhim, for they had been demo-

lished by Pompey. And this grant he sent to the consuls

to Rome, to be engraven in the capitol . The decree ofthe

senate was this that follows :* " Lucius Valerius, the son of

* Take Dr. Hudson's note upon this place, which I suppose to be the

truth: "Here is some mistake in Josephus : for when he had promised

usa decree for the restoration of Jerusalem , he brings in a decree offar

greater antiquity, and that a league of friendship and union only. One

may easily believe that Josephus gave order for one thing, and is ama-

Buensis performed another by transposing decrees that concerned the
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Lucius the prætor, referred this to the senate, upon the ides

of December, in the temple of Concord. There were pre-

sent at the writing of this decree Lucius Coponius, the son

of Lucius, of the Coliine tribe, and Papirius of the Quirine

tribe, concerning the affairs which Alexander, the son ofJa-

son, and Numenius, the son of Antiochus, and Alexander, the

son of Dositheus, ambassadors of the Jews, good and worthy

inen, proposed, who came to renew that league ofgood- will

and friendship with the Romans, which was in being before.

They also brought a shield of gold, as a mark of confede-

racy, valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold ; and desired

that letters might be given them, directed both to the free

cities, and to the kings, thattheir country and their havens

might be at peace, and that no one among them might re-

ceive any injury. It therefore pleased [ the senate] to make a

league of friendship and good-will with them, and to bestow

on them whatsoever they stood in need of, and to accept of

the shield which was brought bythem. This was done inthe

ninth year ofHyrcanus the high-priest and ethnarch, inthe

month Panemus." Hyrcanus also received honours from the

people of Athens , as having been useful to them on many oc-

casions. And when they wrote to him, they sent him this de-

cree, as it here follows : " Under the prutaneia and priest-

hood of Dionysius, the son ofEsculapius, on the fifth day of

thelatterpart ofthe month Panemus, this decree ofthe Athen-

ians was given to their commanders, when Agathocles was

archon, and Eucles, the son of Menander, of Alimusia , was

the scribe. In the month Munychion, on the eleventh day

of the prutaneia, a council ofthe presidents was held in the

theatre. Dorotheus, the high-priest, and the fellow presi-

dents with him, put it to the vote of the people. Dionysius,

the son of Dionysius, gave the sentence : since Hyrcanus,

the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the

Jews, continues to bear good-will to our people in general,

and to every one ofour citizens in particular, and treats them

with all sorts of kindness ; and when any of the Athenians

come to him, either as ambassadors, or on any occasion of

their own, he receives them in an obliging manner, and sees

that they are conducted back in safety, of which we have

Hyrcani, and as deluded by the sameness of their names ; for that be-

longs to the first high-priest of this name, [John Hyrcanus, ] which Jo-

sephus here ascribes to one that lived later, [ Hyrcanus, the son of Alex-

ander Janneus. ] However, the decree which he proposes to setdown,
follows a little lower, in the collection ofRoman decrees, that concerned

the Jews, and is that dated when Cæsar was consul the fifth time

Seec. x. sec. 5
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had several former testimonies, it is now also decreed, at the

report of Theodosius, the son of Theodorus, and upon his

putting the people in mind of the virtue ofthis man, and that

his purpose is to do us all the good that is in his power, to

honour him with a crown ofgold, the usual reward accord

ing to the law, and to erect his statue in brass in the temple

ofDemus, and of the Graces ; and that this present of a crown

shall be proclaimed publicly in the theatre, in the Diony

sian shows, while the new tragedies are acting ; and in the

Panathenian, and Eleusinian, and Gymnical shows also ; and

that the commanders shall take care , while he continues in

his friendship, and preserves his good-will to us, to return

all possible honour and favour to the man for his affection

and generosity ; that bythis treatment it may appear how

our people receive the good kindly , and repay them a suit-

able reward ; and he may be induced to proceed in his af-

fection toward us bythe honours we have already paid him.

That ambassadors be also chosen out of all the Athenians

who shall carry this decree to him , and desire bim to accept

of the honours we do him, and to endeavour always to be

doing some good to our city." And this shall suffice us to

have spoken as to the honours that were paid by the Ro-

mans, and the people of Athens , to Hyrcanus.

CHAPTER IX.

HOW ANTIPATER COMMITTED THE CARE OFGALILEETOHEROD

AND THAT OF JERUSALEM TO PHASAELUS ; AS ALSO HOW

HEROD, UPON THE JEWS' ENVY AT ANTIPATER , WAS ACCUSED

BEFORE HYRCANUS.

1. Now, when Cæsar had settled the affairs of Syria, he

sailed away and as soon as Antipater had conducted Cæsar

out of Syria, he returned to Judea. He then immediately

raised upthe wall which had beenthrown down by Pompey ;

and, by coming thither, he pacified that tumult which had

been in the country, and this by both threatening and ad-

vising themtobe quiet : for that, " ifthey would be of Hyr-

canus' side, they would live happily, and lead their lives

without disturbance, in the enjoyment of their own posses-

sions; but ifthey were addicted tothe hopes of what might

come by innovation, and aimed to get wealth thereby, they

should havehima severe master, instead ofa gentle governor,

and Hyrcanus a tyrant, instead of a king, and the Romans,

together with Cæsar, their bitter enemies, instead of rulers,

for that they would never bear him to be set aside whom

Vol. III. 13*
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theyhadappointed togovern." And when Antipaterhadsaid

this to them, he himself settled the affairs of this country.

2. And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow and slothful

temper, he made Phasaelus, his eldest son, governor of Jeru-

salem, and of the places that were about it , but committed

Galilee to Herod, his next son, who was then a very young

man, for he was but fifteen years of age : but that youth of

his was no impediment to him ; but as he was a youth of

great mind, he presently met with an opportunity of signal-

izing his courage ; for findingthat there was one Hezekias, a

captain of a band of robbers, who overran the neighbouring

parts of Syria with a great troop of them, he seized him, and

slew him, as well as a great number of the other robbers that

were with him ; for which action he was greatly beloved by

the Syrians ; for when they were very desirous to have their

country freed fromthis nest of robbers, he purged it ofthem ;

so they sung songs in his commendation in their villages and

cities, as having procured them peace, and the secure en-

joyment oftheir possessions ; and on this account it was, that

he became known to Sextus Cæsar, who was a relation ofthe

great Cæsar's, and was now president of Syria. Now Pha-

saelus, Herod's brother, was moved with emulation at his

actions, and envied the fame he had thereby gotten, and be-

came ambitious not to be behindhand with him in deserving

it so he made the inhabitants of Jerusalem bear him the

greatest good-will, while he held the city himself, but did

neither manage its affairs improperly, nor abuse his authority

therein. This conduct procured from the nation to Antipa-

ter such respect as is due to kings, and such honours as he

inight partake of, if he were an absolute lord of the country.

Yet did not this splendour of his, as frequently happens, in

the least diminish in him that kindness and fidelity which

he owed to Hyrcanus ,

3. But now, the principal men among theJews, whenthey

saw Antipater and his sons growso much in the good-will the

nation bore to them, and in the revenueswhichthey received

out ofJudea, and out of Hyrcanus' ownwealth, they became

ill disposed to him : for indeed Antipater had contracted a

friendship with the Roman emperors ; and when he had

* Thosewho will carefully observe the several occasional numbers

and chronological characters in the life and death ofthis Herod, and of

his children, hereafter noted, will see, that twenty-five years, and not fif-

teen, must for certain have been here Josephus' own number for the age

of Herod, when hewas made governor of Galilee,. See c. xxiii. sec. 5,

and c. xxiv. sec. 7, and particularly Antiq. B. xyii. c. viii. sec. 1. vol. iv,

where, about 44 years afterwards, Herod dies anold man at about 70.



OF THE JEWS.
151

prevailed with Hyrcanus to send them money,he took it to

himself, and purloined the present intended, and sent it, as

if it were his own, and not Hyrcanus' gift to them. Hyrca-

nus heard of this his management, but took no care about it ;

nay, he rather was very gladof it : but the chief men of the

Jews were, therefore, in fear, because they saw that Herod

was a violent and bold man, and very desirous ofacting ty-

rannically ; so they came to Hyrcanus, and now accused Anti-

pater openly, and said to him, " Howlong wiltthou be quiet

under such actions as are now done ? Or dost thou not see

that Antipater and his sons have already seized upon the go-

vernment ? and that it is only the name of a king which is

given thee ? But do not thou suffer these things to be hidden

from thee; nor do thou think to escape danger by being so

careless ofthyself and ofthy kingdom : for Antipater and his

sons are not now stewards of thine affairs : do not thou de-

ceive thyself with such a notion, they are evidently absolute

lords : for Herod, Antipater's son hath slain Hezekias, and

those that were with him, and hath thereby transgressed our

law, which hath forbidden to slay any man, even though he

were a wicked man, unless he had been first condemned to

suffer death by the sanhedrim, yet hath he been so insolent

as to do this, and that without any authority from thee.*

4. Upon Hyrcanus' hearing this, he complied with them.

The mothers also of those that had been slain by Herod

raised his indignation ; for these women continued every day

in the temple, persuading the king, and the people, that He-

rod might undergo a trial before the sanhedrim , for what he

had done. Hyrcanus was so moved by these complaints, that

he summoned Herod to cometo his trial, for what was charged

upon him. Accordingly, he came but his father had per-

suaded himto come not like a private inan, but with a guard,

for the security of his person ; and that when he had settled

the affairs of Galilee in the best manner he could for his own

advantage, he should come to his trial, but still with a body

of men sufficient for his security on his journey, yet so that

he should not come with so great a force as might look like

terrifying Hyrcanus, but still such a one as might not expose

* It is here worth our while to remark, that none could be put to

death inJudea, but by the approbation of the Jewish sanhedrim, there

being an excellent provision in the law of Moses, that even in criminal

causes, and particularlywhere life was concerned, an appeal should lie

from the lesser councils of seven, in the other cities, tothe supreme

council ofseventy-one at Jerusalem And this is exactly accordingto

our Saviour's wordswhen he says, It could not bethat a prophetshould

perish out of Jerusalem, Luke xiii. 33.
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him naked and unguarded [to his enemies.] However, Sex-

tus Cæsar, president of Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, and de-

sired him to clear Herod , and dismiss him at his trial, and

threatened him beforehand, if he did not do it. Which epis-

tle of his was the occasion of Hyrcanus ' delivering Herod

from suffering any harm from the sanhedrim, for he loved

him as his own son. But when Herod stood before the san-

hedrim, with his body of men about him, he affrighted them

all, and no one of his former accusers durst after that bring

any charge against him, but there was a deep silence, and

nobody knew what was to be done. When affairs stood

thus , one whose name was Sameas, a righteous man he was,

and for that he was above all fear, who rose up, and said,

64 0you that are assessors with me, and O thou that art our

king, I neither have ever myself known such a case, nor do I

suppose that any one of you can name its parallel , that one

who is called to take his trial by us everstood in such a man-

ner before us ; but every one , whosoever he be, that comes

to be tried oy this sanhedrim, presents himself in a submis-

sive manner, and like one that is in fear of himself, and that

endeavours to move us to compassion, with his hair dishe-

velled, and in a black and mourning garment : but this ad-

mirable man Herod, who is accused of murder, and called

to answerso heavy an accusation, stands here clothed in pur-

ple, and with the hair of his head finely trimmed, and with his

armed men about him, that if we shall condemn him by our

law, he may slay us, and , by overbearing justice , may him-

self escape death. Yet do not I make this complaint against

Herod himself ; he is to be sure more concerned for himself

than for the laws ; but my complaint is against yourselves,

and your king, who give him a license so to do. However,

take you notice, that God is great, and that this very man

whom you are going to absolve and dismiss , for the sake of

Hyrcanus, will one day punish both you, and your king also."

Nor did Sameas mistake in any part of this prediction : for

when Herod had received the kingdom, he slew all the mem-

bers of this sanhedrim , and Hyrcanus himself also, except-

ing Sameas, for he had a great honour for him on account

of his righteousness, and because, when the city was after-

wards besieged by Herod and Sosius, he persuaded the peo-

ple to admit Herod into it ; and told them, that " for their

sins they would not be able to escape his hands." Which

things will be related by us in their proper places.

* This account, as Reland observes, is confirmed by the Talmudists,

whocall this Sameas,Simeon the son of Shelach.
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him:

5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members of the san-

bedrim were ready to pronounce the sentence of death upon

Herod, he put off the trial to another day, and sent privately

to Herod, and advised him to fly out ofthe city, for that by

this meanshe might escape. So he retired to Damascus, as

though he fled from the king and when he had been with

Sextus Cæsar, and had put his own affairs in a sure posture,

he resolved to do thus, that in case he were again summoned

before the sanhedrim to take his trial , he would not obey that

summons. Hereupon the members of the sanhedrim had

great indignation at this posture of affairs, and endeavoured

to persuade Hyrcanus, that all these things were against him.

Which state of matters he was not ignorant of ; but his tem-

per was so inmanly, and so olish, that he was able to do

nothing at all. But when Sextus had made Herod general

of the army of Colosyria, for he sold them that post for

money, Hyrcanus was in fear lest Herod should make war

upon : nor was the effect of whathe feared long in coming

upon him, for Herod came, and brought an army along with

him, to fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the trial be

had been summoned to undergo before the sanhedrim ; but

his father Antipater, and his brother [ Phasaelus,] met him,

and hindered him from assaulting Jerusalem. They also

pacified his vehement temper, and persuaded him to do no

overt action, but only to affrightthem with threatenings, and

to proceed no further against one who had given him the dig-

nity he had they also desired him not only not to be angry

that he was summoned , and obliged to come to his trial , but

to remember withal how he was dismissed without condem-

nation, and how he ought to give Hyrcanus thanks for the

same, and that he was not to regard only what was disagree-

able to him , and be unthankful for his deliverance. So they

desired him to consider, that since it is God, that turns the

scales of war, there is great uncertainty in the issue of bat-

tles, and that, therefore, he ought not to expect the victory,

when he should fight with his king, and him that had sup-

ported him, and bestowed many benefits upon him, and had

done nothing itself very severe to him ; for that his accusa-

tion, which was derived from evil counsellors, and not from

himself, had ratherthe suspicion of some severity, than any

thing really severe in it. Herod was persuaded by these

arguments, and believed that it was sufficient for his future

hopes to have made a show of his strength before the nation,

and done no more to it and in this state were the affairs of

Judea atthis time
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CHAPTERX.

THE HONOURS THATWERE PAID THE JEWS . AND THE LEAGUES

THAT WERE MADE BY THE ROMANS , And other NATIONS,

WITH THEM.

1. Now when Cæsar was come to Rome, he was ready

to sail into Africa to fight against Scipio and Cato, when

Hyrcanus sent ambassadors to him, and by them desired that

he would ratify that league of friendship and mutual alliance

which was between them . And it seems to me to be neces-

sary here to give an account of all the honours that the Ro-

mans and their emperors paid to our nation, and of the

leagues of mutual assistance they have made with it, that

all the rest of mankind may know what regard the kings of

Asia and Europe have had to us, and that they have been

abundantly satisfied of our courage and fidelity ; for, whereas

many will not believe what hath been written about us by

the Persians and Macedonians, because those writings are

not every where to be met with, nor do lie in public places,

but among us ourselves, and certain other barbarous nations,

while there is no contradiction to be made against the de-

crees of the Romans,for they are laid up in the public places

ofthe cities, and are extant still in the capitol, and engraven

upon pillars of brass ; nay, besides this, Julius Cæsar made

a pillar of brass for the Jews at Alexandria, and declared

publicly, that they were citizens of Alexandria. Outof these

evidences will I demonstrate what I say ; and will now set

down the decrees made both by the senate, and by Julius

Cæsar, which relate to Hyrcanus, and to our nation."

2. "Caius Julius Cæsar, imperator and high-priest, and

dictator the second time, tothe magistrates, senate, and peo-

ple of Sidon, sendethgreeting : Ifyou be in health it is well,

i also, and the army are well. I have sent you a copy of

that decree, registered on the tables, which concerns Hyr-

canus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of

theJews, that it maybe laid up among the public records :

and I will that it be openly proposed in a table of brass, both

in Greek and in Latin. It is as follows : I Julius Cæsar,

imperator the second time, and high-priest, have made this

decree, with the approbation of the senate whereas Hyr-

canus, the son of Alexander the Jew hath demonstrated his

fidelity and diligence about our affairs, and this both now and

in former times, both in peace , and in war, as many ofour

generals have borne witness, and came to our assistance in

the last Alexandrian war, with fitteen hundred soldiers , and

when he was sent byme to Mithridates, showed himself su-
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perior in valour to all the rest of that army , for these rea-

sons, I will, that Hyrcanus, theson of Alexander, and his chil-

dren, be ethnarchs of the Jews, and have the high-priesthood

of the Jews for ever, according to the customs of their fore-

fathers, and that he and his sons be our confederates ; and

that besides this, every one of them he reckoned amongour

particular friends. I also ordain, that he and his children

retain whatsoever privileges belong to the office of high

priest, or whatsoever favours have been hitherto granted

them. And if at any time hereafter there arise any ques-

tions about the Jewish customs, I will that he determine the

same. And I think it not proper that they should be obliged

to find us winter-quarters, or that any money should be re-

quired ofthem.*

3. "The decrees of Caius Cæsar, consul , containing what

hath been granted and determined , are as follows : That

Hyrcanus and his children bear rule over the nation of the

Jews, and have the profits of the places to them bequeathed ;

and that he, as himself the high-priest and ethnarch ofthe

Jews, defend those that are injured. And that ambassadors

be sent to Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest

of the Jews, that may discourse with him about a league of

friendship and mutual assistance ; and that a table ofbrass,

containing the premises, be openly proposed in the capitol,

and at Sidon, and Tyre, and Áskelon, and in the temple, en-

graven in Roman and Greek letters : that this decree may

also be communicated to the quæstors and prætors ofthe

several cities, and to the friends of the Jews ; and that the

ambassadors may have presents made them , that these de-

crees be sent every where."

4. "CaiusCæsar, imperator, dictator, consul , hath granted,

that out of regard to the honour and virtue, and kindness of

the man, and for the advantage of the senate, and of the

people of Rome, Hyrcanus,the son of Alexander, both he

and his children, be high-priests and priests at Jerusalem,

and ofthe Jewish nation, by the same right, and according

to the same laws, by which their progenitors have held the

priesthood. "

5. " Caius Cæsar, consul the fifth time, hath decreed , that

the Jews shall possess Jerusalem, and may encompass that

city with walls ; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander,

* That Hyrcanus was himself in Egypt, along with Antipater, at this

time, to whom accordingly the bold and prudent actions of his deputy,

Antipater, are here accribed, as this decree of Julius Cæsar supposes,

we are further assured by the testimony of Strabo, already producedby

Josephus, c. viii . sec. 3.
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the high-priest and an ethnarch of the Jews, retain it in the

manner he himselfpleases ; and that the Jews be allowedto

deduct out of their tribute, every second year the land is let,

[ in the sabbattic period, ] a corus of that tribute : and that

the tribute they pay be not let to farm, nor that they pay

always the same tribute."

6. " Caius Cæsar, imperator the second time, hath or-

dained, that all the country of the Jews, excepting Joppa, do

paya tribute yearly for the city Jerusalem, excepting the se-

venth, which they call the Sabbatical year, because thereon

they neither receive the fruits of their trees, nordo theysow

the land ; and that they pay their tribute in Sidon, on the

secondyear [ofthat Sabbatical period ,] the fourth partof what

was sown and besides this, they are to pay the same tithes

to Hyrcanusand his sons, which they paid to theirforefathers.

And that no one , neither president, nor lieutenant, nor am-

bassador, raise auxiliaries within the bounds of Judea ; nor

my soldiers exact money of them for winter-quarters, or un-

der any other pretence , but that they be free from all sorts

of injuries and that whatsoever they shall hereafter have,

and are in possession of, or have bought, they shall retain

them all . It is also our pleasure, that the city Joppa, which

the Jews had originally when they made a league of friend-

ship with the Romans, shall belong to them, as it formerly

did; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his sons,

have as tribute of that city from those that occupy the land

for the country, and for what they export every year to Si-

don, twenty thousand six hundred and seventy-five modii

every year, the seventh year which they called the " Sab-

batic year," excepted, wherein they neither plough, nor re-

ceive the product of their trees. It is also the pleasure of

the senate, that as tothe villages which are in the great plain,

which Hyrcanus and his forefathers formerly possessed , Hyr-

canus and the Jews have themwith the same privileges with

which they formerly had them also ; and that the same ori-

ginal ordinances remain still in force which concern theJews,

with regard to their high-priests ; and that they enjoy the

same benefits which they had formerly by the concession of

the people, and of the senate ; and let them enjoy the like

privileges in Lydda. It is the pleasure also of the senate,

that Hyrcanus the ethnarch, and theJews, retainthose places,

countries, and villages, which belonged to the kings of Syria

and Phoenicia, the confederates of the Romans, and which

they had bestowed on them as free gifts. It is also granted

to Hyrcanus, and to his sons, and tothe ambassadors bythem

sent to us, that in the fights between single gladiators, and in
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those with beasts, they shall sit among the senators to see

those shows and that when they desire an audience, they

shall be introduced into the senate bythe dictator, orbythe

general of the horse ; and when they have introducedthem,

theiranswers shall be returned them inten days at the farthest,

after the decree of the senate is made about their affairs."

7. " Caius Cæsar, imperator, dictator the fourth time, and

consul the fifth time, declared to be perpetual dictator, made

this speech concerning the rights and privileges of Hyrca-

nus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the

Jews. Since those imperators that have been in the pro-

vinces before me, have borne witness to Hyrcanus, the high-

priest of the Jews, and to the Jews themselves, and this be-

fore the senate and people of Rome, when the people and

senate returned their thanks to them, it is good that we also

now rememberthe same, and provide thata requital be made

to Hyrcanus, to the nation of the Jews, and to the sons of

Hyrcanus, by the senate and people of Rome, and that suita-

bly to what good-will they have shown us, and to the bene-

fits they have bestowed upon us.
""*

8."Julius Caius prætor, [consul] of Rome, to the magis-

trates, senate, and people of the Parians, sendeth greeting :

TheJews of Delos, and some otherJews that sojourn there,

in the presence ofyour ambassadors, signified to us, that by

a decree of yours, you forbid them to make use of the cus-

toms of their forefathers, and their way of sacred worship

Nowit does not please me that such decrees should be made

against our friends and confederates, whereby they are for-

bidden to live according to their own customs, or to bringin

contributions for common suppers, and holy festivals, while

they are not forbidden so to do even at Rome itself; for

even Caius Cæsar, our imperator and consul, in that decree

whereinhe forbade the Bacchanal rioters to meetinthe city,

did yet permit these Jews, and these only, both to bring in

their contributions, and to make their common suppers. Ac-

cordingly, when I forbid other Bacchanal rioters , I permit

these Jews to gather themselves together, according to the

customs and laws of their forefathers, and to persist therein.

It will be, therefore, good for you, that if you have made

any decree against these our friends and confederates, to ab

* Dr. Hudson justly supposes, that these Ronan imperators, orge

nerals of armies, meant both here, and sec. 2, who gave testimony to

Hyrcanus' and the Jews' faithfulness and good-will to the Romans, be-

fore the senate and people of Rome, were principally Pompey, Scaurus,

and Gabinius, of all whom Josephus had already given us the history,

So far asthe Jews were concerned with them.

Vol. III. 14
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rogate the same, byreason of their virtue, and kind disposi-

tion toward us.'
99

9. Now after Caius was slain, when Marcus Antonius, and

Publius Dolabella were consuls, they both assembled the

senate, and introduced Hyrcanus' ambassadors into it, and

discoursed ofwhatthey desired, and made a league offriend-

ship withthem. The senate also decreed to grant them all

they desired. I add the decree itself, that those who read

the present work, may have ready by them a demonstration

of the truth ofwhat we say. The decree was this :

10. "The decree of the senate, copied out of the treasury ,

from the public tables belonging to the quæstors, when Quin-

tus Rutilius and Caius Cornelius were quæstors, and taken

out ofthe second table ofthe first class, onthe third day be-

fore the ides of April , in the temple of Concord. There were

present at the writing of this decree, Lucius Calpurnius Piso

of the Menenian tribe, Servius Papinius Potitus of the Le-

monian tribe, Caius Caninius Rebilius ofthe Terentine tribe,

Publius Tidetius Lucius Apulinus, the son of Lucius ofthe

Sergian tribe, Flavius the son of Lucius, of the Lemonian

tribe, Publius Platius, the son of Publius of the Papyrian

tribe , Marcus Acilius, the son of Marcus ofthe Mecian tribe,

Lucius Euricius, the son of Lucius of the Stellatine_trihe ,

Marcus Quintius Plancillus, the son of Marcus of the Pollian

tribe, and Publius Serius. Publius Dolabella , and Marcus

Antonius, the consuls, made this reference to the senate, that

as to those things which, by the decree of the senate, Caius

Cesar had adjudged about the Jews, and yet had not hith-

ertothat decree been brought into the treasury, it is our will ,

as it alsothe desire of Publius Dolabella , and Marcus An-

tonius, our consuls, to have these decrees put into the pub-

lic tables and brought to the city quaestors, that they may

take care to have them put upon the double tables. This

was done before the fifth ofthe ides of February, in the tem-

ple of Concord. Nowthe ambassadors from Hyrcanus, the

high-priest, were these, Lysimachus, the son of Pausanius,

Alexander, the son ofTheodorus, Patroclus, the son of Che-

reas, and Jonathanthe son of Onias."

11. Hyrcanus sent also one ofthese ambassadors to Dola-

bella, who was then the prefect of Asia, and desired him to

dismiss the Jews from military services, and to preserve to

them the customs of ther forefathers, and to permit them to

live according to them. And when Dolabella had received

Hyrcanus' letter, without any farther deliberation, he sent

an epistle to all the Asiatics, and particularly to the city of

the Ephesians, the metropolis of Asia, about the Jews ; a

copy ofwhich epistle here follows .
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12. "When Artemas was prytanis, on the first day of the

month Leneon, Dolabella, imperator, to the senate, and ma-

gistrates, and people ofthe Ephesians, sendeth greeting : Al-

exander,the son of Theodorus, the ambassador of Hyrcanus,

the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the

Jews, appeared before me, toshow that his countrymen could

not go into their armies, because they are not allowed to bear

arms, or to travel on the Sabbath-days, nor there to procure

themselves those sorts of food which they have been used to

eat from the times of their forefathers ; I do, therefore , grant

them a freedom from going into the army, as the former pre-

fects have done , and permit them to use the customs oftheir

forefathers, and assembling together for sacred and religious

purposes, as their law requires, and for collecting oblations

necessary for sacrifices , and my will is, that you write this to

the several cities under your jurisdiction.

13. And these were concessions that Dollabella made to

our nation, when Hyrcanus sent an embassage to him . But

Lucius the consul's decree ran thus : " I have at my tribunal

set these Jews, who are citizens of Rome, and follow the

Jewish religious rites , and yet live at Ephesus, free from go-

ing into the army, on account of the superstition they are

under. This was done before the twelfth of the calends of

October, when Lucius Lentulus, and Caius Marcellus, were

consuls, in the presence of Titus Appius Balgus, the sonof

Titus, and lieutenant of the Horatian tribe, of Titus Tongius,

the son ofTitus, ofthe Crustumine tribe, of Quintius Resius,

the son of Quintus, of Titus Pompeius Longius, the son of

Titus, of Caius Servilius, the son of Caius, of the Terentine

tribe, of Bracchus the military tribune, of publius Lucius

Gallus, the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe, of Caius

Sentius, the son of Caius, ofthe Subatine tribe, of Titus Ati-

lius Buĺbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant and vice-prætor, to

the magistrates, senate and people ofthe Ephesians, sendeth

greeting: Lucius Lentulus the consul freed the Jews that

are in Asia from going into the armies, at my intercession

for them. And when I had made the same petition some

time afterwards to Phanius the imperator, and to Lucius An-

tonius, the vice quæstor, I obtained the privilege of them

also ; and my will is, that you take care that no one give
them any disturbance."

præ
14. The decree of the Delians. " The answer ofthe

tors, when Beotus was archon, on the twentieth day of the

month Thargeleon, while Marcus Piso the lieutenant, lived.in

our city, who was also appointed over the choice of the sol-

diers, he called us, and many other of the citizens, andgave
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order,that ifthe Roman

zens, noone is to give them any disturbance about going into

the army, because Cornelius Lentulus the consul, freed the

Jews fromgoing intothe army, on account of the superstition

they are under; you are, therefore, obliged to submit to the

prætor." And the like decree was made by the Sardians

about us also.

15, "Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, imperator and con-

sul, to the magistrates ofCos, sendeth greeting : I wouldhave

you know that the ambassadors ofthe Jewshave been with

me, and desired they might have those decrees which the

senate had made about them ; which decrees are here sub-

joined. My will is, that you have a regard to, and take care

of these men, according to the senate's decree, that they

may be safely conveyed home through your country ."

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus the consul : "I

have dismissed those Jews who are Roman citizens, and who

appear to meto have their religious rites, and to observe the

laws ofthe Jews at Ephesus, on account of the superstition

they are under. This act wasdone before the thirteenth ofthe

calends of October."

17. "Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, vice-quæstor.

and vice-prætor, to the magistrates, senate, and people of

the Sardians, sendeth greeting : Those Jews that are our

fellow-citizens of Rome, came to me, and demonstrated that

they had an assembly of their own, according to the laws of

their forefathers, and this from the beginning, as also a place

of their own, wherein they determined their suits and con-

troversies with one another ; upon their petition, therefore,

to me, that these might be lawful for them, I give order that

these their privileges be preserved, and they be permitted

to do accordingly."

18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, the son of Spu-

rius, and of Marcus, the son of Marcus, and of Lucius, the

son of Publius : "We went to the proconsul, and informed

him of what Dositheus, the sonof Cleopatrida, ofAlexandria

desired, that, if he thought good, he would dismiss those

Jewswhowere Romancitizens , and were wont toobserve the

rites of the Jewish religion , on account of the superstition

they were under. Accordingly, he did dismiss them. This

wasdone before the thirteenth of the calends ofOctober."

19. " In the month Quintilis, when Lucius Lentulus and

Caius Marcellus were consuls, and there were present Ti-

tus Appius Balbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant ofthe Hora-

tian tribe, Titus Tongius of the Crustumine tribe, Quintus

Resius, the son of Quintus, Titus Pompeius, theson of Titus,
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Cornelius Longinus, Caius Servilius Bracchus, the son of

Caius, a military tribune, of the Terentine tribe, Publius

Clusius Gallus, the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe,

Caius Teutius, the son of Caius, a military tribune , of the

Emilian tribe, Sextus Atilius Serranus, the son of Sextus, of

the Esquiline tribe, Caius Pompeius, the son of Caius, ofthe

Sabatine tribe, Titus Appius Menander, the son of Titus,

Publius Servilius Strabo, the son of Publius, Lucius Paccius

Capito, the son ofLucius, of the Colline tribe, Aulus Furius

Tertius, the son of Aulus, and Appius Menas. In the pre-

sence of these it was that Lentulus pronounced this decree :

I have before the tribunal dismissed those Jews that are Ro-

man citizens, and are accustomed to observe the sacred rites

ofthe Jews at Ephesus, on account of the superstition they

are under.
99

20. "The magistrates of the Laodiceans to Caius Rubi

lius, the son of Caius, the consul, send greeting : Sopater

the ambassador of Hyrcanus, the high-priest , hath delivered

us an epistle from thee, whereby he lets us know, that cer-

tain ambassadors were come from Hyrcanus, the high-priest

ofthe Jews, and brought an epistle written concerning their

nation, wherein they desire that the Jews may be allowed to

observe their Sabbaths, and other sacred rites, according to

the laws of their forefathers, and that they may be under no

command, because they are our friends and confederates, and

that nobody may injure them in our provinces. Now, al-

though the Trallians there present contradicted them, and

were not pleased with these decrees, yet didst thou give or-

der that they should be observed , and informedst us that thou

hadst been desired to write this to us about them . We, there-

fore, in obedience to the injunctions we have received from

thee, have received the epistle which thou sentest us, and

have laid it up by itself among our public records. And as

to the otherthings about which thou didst send to us, wewill

take care that no complaint be made against us.

99

21. " Publius Servilius, the son of Publius, of the Galban

tribe, the proconsul, to the magistrates, senate, and people

of the Milesians , sendeth greeting : Prytanes, the son ofHer-

mes, a citizen of yours, came to me when I was at Tralles,

and held a court there, and informed me that you used the

Jews in a way different from my opinion, and forbade them

to celebrate their Sabbaths, and to perform the sacred rites

received from their forefathers, and to manage the fruits of

the land, according to their ancient custom, and that he had

himself been the promulger of your decree, according as

your laws require : I would, therefore, have you know, that

VOL. III. 14*
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upon hearing the pleadings on both sides, I gave sentence

that the Jews should not be prohibited to make use oftheir

own customs."
1

22. The decree of those of Pergamus. When Cratippus

was prytanis, on the first day of the month Desius, the de-

cree of the prætors was this : " Since the Romans, following

the conduct of their ancestors, undertake dangers for the

common safety of all mankind, and are ambitious to settle

theirconfederates and friends in happiness, and in firm peace,

and since the nation of the Jews, and their high-priest Hyr-

canus, sent as ambassadors to them, Strato, the son ofThe-

odotus, and Apollonius, the son ofAlexander, and Eneas, the

son of Antipater, and Aristobulus, the son of Amyntas, and

Sosipater, the son of Philip, worthy andgood men, whogave

a particular account of their affairs, the senate thereupon

made a decree about what they had desired of them, that

Antiochus the king, the son of Antiochus, should do no in-

jury to the Jews, the confederates of the Romans ; and that

the fortresses, and the havens, and the country, and whatever

else he had taken from them, should be restored to them ;

and that it may be lawful forthem to export their goods out

of their own havens ; and that no king nor people may have

leave to export any goods, either out of the country of Ju-

dea, or out of their havens, without paying customs, but only

Ptolemy the king of Alexandria, because he is our confede-

rate and friend ; and that according to their desire, the gar-

rison that is in Joppa may be ejected. Now Lucius Pettius,

one of our senators, a worthy and good man, gave order,

that we should take care that these things should be done

according to the senate's decree ; and that we should take

care also that their ambassadors might return home in safety.

Accordingly, we admitted Theodorus into our senate and

assembly, and took the epistle out of his hands, as well as

the decree of the senate and as he discoursed with great

zeal about the Jews, and described Hyrcanus' virtue and

generosity, and how he was a benefactor to all men in com-

mon, and particularly to every body that comes to him, we

laid up the epistle in our public records ; and made a de-

cree ourselves, that since we also are in confederacy_with

the Romans, we woulddo every thing we could forthe Jews,

according to the senate's decree. Theodorus also, who

brought the epistle, desired of our prætors, that they would

send Hyrcanus a copy of that decree, as also ambassadors

to signify to him the affection of our people to him, and to

exhort them to preserve and augment their friendship for

us, and be ready to bestow other benefits upon us, asjustly

1
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expectingto receive proper requitals from us ; and desiring

them to remember that our ancestors were friendly to the

Jews, even in the days of Abraham, who was the father of

all the Hebrews, as we have [also] found it set down in our

public records."**

23. The decree ofthose of Halicarnassus. When Mem-

non, the son of Orestidas by descent, but by adoption of Eu-

nonymus, was priest, on the *** day of the month Ariste-

rion, the decree of the people, upon the representation of

Marcus Alexander, was this : " Since we have ever a great

regard to piety toward God, and to holiness, and since we

aim to follow the people of the Romans, who are the bene-

factors of all men, and what they have written to us about a

league of friendship and mutual assistance betweentheJews

and our city, and that their sacred offices, and accustomed

festivals and assemblies may be observed bythem, we have

decreed, that as many men and women of the Jews as are

willing so to do, may celebrate their Sabbaths, and perform

their holy offices, according to the Jewish law ; and may

Inake their proseuchae at the seaside, according to the cus-

toms of their forefathers ; and if any one, whether he be a

magistrate or private person, hindereth themfrom so doing,

he shall be liable to a fine , to be applied to the uses of the

city."

24. The decree of the Sardians. This decree was made

by the senate and people , upon the representation of the

prætors. "Whereas those Jews who are our fellow- citizens ,

and live with us in the city, have ever had great benefits

heaped upon them by the people , and have come now into

the senate, and desired ofthe people that, upon the restitu-

tion of their law, and their liberty, by the senate and people

of Rome, they may assemble together according to their an-

* We have here a most remarkable and authentic attestation of the

citizens of Pergamus, that Abraham wasthe father of all the Hebrews ;

that their own ancestors were, in the oldest times, the friends of those

Hebrews ; and that the public acts of their city, then extant, confirmed

the same: which evidence is too strong to be evaded by our present ig-

norance ofthe particular occasion ofsuch ancient friendship and alliance

between those people. See the like full evidence of the kindred of the

Lacedæmonians and the Jews ; and that because they were both the

posterity of Abraham, by a public epistle of those people to the Jews,

preserved in the first book ofthe Maccabees, xii. 19-23, and thence by

Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. c. iv. sec, 10, both which authentic records are

highly valuable. It is well worthy of observation, what Moses Chore-

neusis, the principal Armenian historian, informs us of p. 83, that Ar-

saces, whoraised the Parthian empire, was ofthe seed of Abraham by

Chetura ; and that thereby was accomplished that prediction which said,

" Kings of nations shall proceed from thee." Gen. xvii. 6.
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cient legal custom, and that we will not bringanysuit against

them about it ; and that a place may be given them where

theymayhavetheir congregations, with their wives and chil-

dren, and may offer, as did their forefathers, their prayers

and sacrifices to God : nowthe senate and people have de-

creed to permit them to assemble together on the days for-

merlyappointed, and to act according to theirownlaws ; and

that such a place be set apart for them by the prætors, for

the building and inhabiting the same, as they shall esteem

fit for that purpose : and that those that take care of the

visions for the city, shall take care that such sorts of food,

as they esteem fit for their eating, may be imported intothe

city."

pro-

25. The decree ofthe Ephesians. WhenMenophilus was

prytanis, on the first day of the month Artemisius , this de-

cree was made by the people : Nicanor, the son of Euphe-

mus, pronounced it, upon the representation ofthe prætors.

Since the Jews that dwell in this city have petitioned Mar-

cus Julius Pompeius, the son of Brutus, the proconsul, that

they might be allowed to observe their Sabbaths, and to act

in all things according to the custom of their forefathers,

without impediment from any body, the prætorhath granted

their petition. Accordingly, it was decreed by the senate

and people, that, in this affair that concerned the Romans,

no one of them should be hindered from keeping the Sab-

bath-day, nor be fined for so doing, but that they be allowed

to do all things according to their own laws."

26. Now,there are many such decrees ofthe senate and

imperators of the Romans, and those different from these be-

fore us, which have been made in favour of Hyrcanus, and

of our nation ; as also , there have been more decrees of the

cities, and rescripts of the prætors, to such as concerned our

rights and privileges ; and certainly, such as are not ill-dis-

posed to what we write, may believe that they are all tothis

purpose, and that by the specimens which we have inserted ;

for since we have produced evident marks that may still be

seen, of the friendship we have had with the Romans, and

demonstrated that those marks are engraven upon columns

and tables ofbrass in the capitol, that are still inbeing, and

preserved to this day,we have omitted to set them all down,

as needless and disagreeable ; for I cannot suppose any one

so perverse as not to believe the friendship we havehadwith

the Romans, while they have demonstrated the same by such

a great number of their decrees relating to us ; nor will they

doubt our fidelity as to the rest of those decrees, since we

have showed the same in those we have produced . And
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thus have we sufficiently explained that friendship and con-

federacy we at those times had with the Romans."

HOW MARCUS

CHAPTER XI.

SUCCEEDED SEXTUS WHEN HE HAD BEEN SLAIN

BY BASSUS' TREACHERY ; AND HOW AFTER THE DEATH OF

CESAR, CASSIUS CAME INTO SYRIA, AND DISTRESSED JUDEA ;

AS ALSO, HOW MALICHUS SLEW ANTIPATER, AND WAS HIM-

SELF SLAIN BY HEROD.

1. Nowit so fell out, that about this very time, the affairs

of Syria were in a great disorder, and this on the occasion fol-

lowing: Cecilius Bassus, one ofPompey's party, laid a trea-

cherous design against Sextus Cæsar, and slewhim, and then

took his army, and got the management ofpublic affairs into

his own hands ; so there arose a great war about Apamia,

while Cæsar's generals came against him with an army of

horsemenand footmen : to these Antipater also sent succours,

and his sons withthem, as calling to mind the kindnesses they

had received from Cæsar, and on that accounthe thought it

but just to require punishment for him, and to take ven-

geance on the man that had murdered him. And as the war

was drawn out into a great length, Marcus came from Rome

to take Sextus' government upon him ; but Cæsar was slain

by Cassius and Brutus, in the senate-house, after he had

retained the government three years and six months. The

fact, however, is related elsewhere.

2. As the warthat arose upon the death ofCæsarwas now

begun, and the principal men were all gone, some one way,

and some another, to raise armies, Cassiuscame from Rome

into Syria in order to receivethe [army that lay inthe] camp

at Apamia ; and having raised the siege, he brought over

* If wecompare Josephus' promise in sec. 1, to produce all the pub-
lic decrees of the Romans in favour of the Jews, with his excuse here

for omitting many of them, we may observe, that when he came to
transcribe all those decrees he had collected, he found them so numer-

ous, that he thought he should so much tire his readers if he had at-

tempted it, which he thought a sufficient apology for omitting the rest

of them; yet do those by him produced afford such a strong confirma-

tion to his history, and give such great light to even the Roman anti-

quities themselves, that I believe the curious are not a little sorry for

such his omissions.

+ For Marcus, the president ofSyria, sent as successor to Sextus Cæ-

sar, the Roman historians require us to read Marcus in Josephus, and

this perpetually, both in these Antiquities, and in his history of the War,

as the learned generally agree
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both Bassus and Marcus to his party. He then went over

the cities, and got together weapons and soldiers, and laid

great taxes upon those cities ; and chiefly oppressed Judea,

andexacted of it seven hundred talents : but Antipater, when

he sawthe state to be in so great consternatior and disorder,

he divided the collection of that sum , and appointed his two

sons to gather it ; and so that part of it was to be exacted

byMalichus, who was ill-disposed to him, and part by others .

And because Herod did exact what was required of him

from Galilee before others, he was in the greatest favour with

Cassius ; for he thought it a part of prudence to cultivate a

friendship with the Romans, and to gain their good-will at

the expense of others; whereas the curators of the other cities

withtheir citizens , were sold for slaves ; and Cassius reduced

four cities intoa state ofslavery, the two most potent ofwhich

were Gophna and Emmaus; and, besides these, Lydda and

Thamna. Nay, Cassius was so very angry at Malichus that

he had killed him, (for he assaulted him,) had not Hyrcanus,

by the means of Antipater, sent him a hundred talents of his

own, and thereby pacified his anger against him.

3. But after Cassius was gone out of Judea, Malichus laid

snares for Antipater, as thinking that his death would be the

preservation of Hyrcanus' government : but his design was

not unknown to Antipater, which, when he perceived, he re-

tired beyond Jordan, and got together an army, partly of

Arabs, and partly of his own countrymen. However, Mali-

chus being one of great cunning, denied that he had laid any

snares for him, and made his defence with an oath, both to

himself and his sons ; and said, that while Phasaelus had a

garrison in Jerusalem, and Herod had the weapons of war in

his custody, he could neverhave a thought of any such thing.

So Antipater perceiving the distress that Malichus was in,

was reconciled to him, and made an agreement with him

this was whenMarcus was president of Syria ; who yet per-

ceiving that this Malichus was making a disturbance in Ju-

dea, proceeded so far that he had almost killed him, but still ,

at the intercession of Antipater, he saved him.

1:5

4. However, Antipater little thought that by saving Mali-

chus he had saved his own murderer ; for now Cassius and

Marcus had got together an army, and intrusted the entire

care of it with Herod , and made him general of the forces of

Coelosyria, and gave him a fleet of ships, an army of horse-

men and footmen ; and promised him, that after the war was

over, theywould make him king of Judea, for a war had al-

ready begun between Anthony and the younger Cæsar ; but

as Malichus was most afraid of Antipater, he took himout of
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the way; andbythe offer of money, persuaded the butler of

Hyrcanus, withwhom they were both to feast, to kill him by

poison. This being done, and he having armed men with

him, settled the affairs of the city. But when Antipater's

sons, Herod and Phasaelus, were acquainted with this con-

spiracy against their father, and had indignation at it, Mali-

chus denied all, and utterly renounced any knowledge of the

murder. And thus died Antipater, a man that had distin-

guished himself for piety, andjustice, and love to his country.

And whereas one of his sons, Herod, resolved immediately

to revenge their father's death, and was coming upon Mali

chus with an army for that purpose, the elder of his sons,

Phasaelus, thought it best rather to get this man into their

bands by policy, lest they should appear to begin a civil war

in the country ; sohe accepted of Malichus' defence for him-

self, and pretended to him that he had had no hand in the

violentdeath of Antipater his father, but erected a fine monu--

ment for him. Herod also went to Samaria ; and when he

found them in great distress , he revived their spirits , and

composed their differences.

5. However, a little after this, Herod, upon the approach

of a festival, came with his soldiers into the city : whereupon

Malichus was affrighted, and persuaded Hyrcanus not to per-

mit him to come into the city. Hyrcanus complied ; and

for a pretence of excluding him, alleged, that a rout of stran-

gers ought not to be admitted when the multitude were pu-

rifying themselves . But Herod had little regard to the mes-

sengers that were sent to him, and entered the city in the

night-time, and affrighted Malichus ; yet did he remit nothing

of his former dissimulation , but wept for Antipater, and be-

wailed him as a friend of his with a loud voice ; but Herod

and his friends thought it proper not openly to contradict

Malichus' hypocrisy, but togive him tokens of mutual friend-

ship, in order to prevent his suspicion of them.

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and informed him of

the murder of his father ; who, knowing what sort of a man

Malichus was, as to his morals, sent him back word, that he

should revenge his father's death ; and also sent privatelyto

the commanders of his army at Tyre, with orders to assist

Herod in the execution of a very just design of his. Now

when Cassius had taken Laodicea, they all went together to

bim, and carried him garlands and money and Herod

thought that Malichus might be punished while he was there ;

but he was somewhat apprehensive of the thing, and de-

signed to make some great attempt, and because his sonwas

then a hostage at Tyre, he went to that city, and resolved to

:
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steal him away privately, and to march thence into Judea';

and as Cassius was in haste to march against Antony, he

thought to bring the country to revolt, and to procure the

government for himself. But Providence opposed his coun-

sels and Herod being a shrewd man, and perceiving what

his intention was, he sent thither beforehand a servant, in

appearance indeed to get a supper ready, for he had said

before, that he would feast them all there, but in reality to

the commanders of the army, whom he persuaded to go out

against Malichus, with their daggers. So theywent out, and

met the man near the city, upon the seashore, and stabbed

him. Whereupon Hyrcanus was so astonished at what had

happened, that his speech failed him and when, after some

difficulty, he had recovered himself, he asked Herod, what

the mattercould be; and who it was that slew Malichus ? and

when he said, that it was done by the command of Cassius,

he commended the action ; for that Malichus was a very

wicked man, and one that conspired against his own country.

And this was the punishment that was inflicted on Malichus

for what he wickedly did to Antipater.

7. But when Cassius was marched out of Syria, disturb-

ances arose in Judea ; for Felix, who was left at Jerusalem

withan army, made a sudden attempt against Phasaelus , and

the people themselves rose in arms ; but Herod went to Fa-

bius, the prefect of Damascus, and was desirous to run to his

brother's assistance, but was hindered by a distemper that

seized upon him , till Phasaelus, by himself had been too

hard for Felix, and had shut him up in the tower, and there

on certain conditions dismissed him. Phasaelus also com-

plained of Hyrcanus, that although he had received a great

manybenefits from them, yet did he support their enemies ;

for Malichus' brother had made many places to revolt, and

keptgarrisons in them, and particularly Massada,the strong-

est fortress ofthem all. In the mean time Herod was recov-

ered of his disease, and came and took from Felix all the

places he hadgotten ; and upon certain conditions dismissed

him also
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CHAPTER XII:

HERODEJECTS ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS , QUT OF

JUDEA, AND GAINS THE FRIENDSHIP OF ANTONY , WHOWAS

NOW COME INTO SYRIA, BY SENDING HIM MUCH MONEY ; ON

WHICH ACCOUNT HE WOULD NOT ADMIT OF THOSE THAT

WOULD HAVE ACCUSED HEROD AND WHAT IT WAS THAT

ANTONY WROTE TO THE TYRIANS IN BEHALF OF THEJEWS.

i

1. Now Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, brought back into

Judea Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, who had already

aised an army, and had , by money, made Fabius to be his

friend , and this because he was of kin to him.* Marion also

gavehim assistance. Hehad been left byCassius to tyrannize

over Tyre ; for this Cassius was a manthat seized on Syria,

and then kept it under, in the way of a tyrant. Marion also

marched into Galilee, which lay in his neighbourhood , and

took three of its fortresses, and put garrisons into them to

keep them. But when Herod came, he took all from him ;

but the Tyriangarrison he dismissed in a very civil manner

nay, to some of the soldiers he made presents, out of the

good will he bare to that city. When he had despatched

hese affairs, and was gone to meet Antigonus, he joined bat-

le with him, and beat him, and drove him out of Judea pre

ently, when he was just come into its borders. But when

ne was come to Jerusalem, Hyrcanus and the people fut

garlands about his head ; for he had already contracted an

affinity with the family of Hyrcanus, by having espoused a

descendant ofhis, and for that reason Herod took the greater

care of him, as being to marry the daughter of Alexander,

the son of Aristobulus, and the granddaughter of Hyrcanus,

by which wife he became the father of three male, and two

female children. He had also married before this another

wife, out of a lower family of his own nation, whose name

was Doris, by whom he had his eldest son Antipater.

2. Now Antonius and Cæsar had beaten Cassius near Phi-

lippi, as others have related ; but after the victory, Cæsar

* In this and the following chapters, the reader will easily remark,

how truly Gronovius observes, in his notes on the Roman decrees in

favour ofthe Jews, that their rights and privileges were commonly pur-

thased ofthe Romans with money. Many examples of this sort, both as

tothe Romans, and others in authority, will occur in our Josephus, both

now and hereafter, and need not be taken particular notice of on the

sveral occasions in these notes. Accordingly, the chief captain confes-

aes to St. Paul, that with a great sum he had obtained his freedom , Acts

Exii. 28. as had St. Paul's ancestors very probably, purchased the like

Feedom for their family by money, as the same author justly concludes

*Iso.

VOL. III. 15
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went into Gaul, [Italy, ] and Antony marched for Asia, who

when he was arrived at Bithynia, had ambassadors that met

him from all parts. The principal men also of the Jews

came thither, to accuse Phasaelus and Herod ; and they said ,

that Hyrcanus had indeed the appearance of reigning, but

that these men had all the power ; but Antony paid great re-

spect to Herod, who was come to him to make his defence

against his accusers, on which account his adversaries could

not so much as obtain a hearing which favour Herod had

gained of Antony by money. But still, when Antony was

come to Ephesus, Hyrcanus the high-priest, and our nation,

sent an embassage to him, which carried a crown of gold

with them, and desired that he would write tothe governors

of the provinces, to set those Jews free who had been carried

captive by Cassius, and this without their having fought

against him, and to restore them that country, which in the

days of Cassius, had been taken from them. Antony thought

the Jews' desires were just, and wrote immediately to Hyr-

canus, and to the Jews. He also sent, at the same time, a

decree to the Tyrians ; the contents of which were to the

same purpose.
67

3. Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus the high-

priest and ethnarch of the Jews, sendeth greeting : Ifyou be

in health, it is well ; I am also in health , with the army. Ly-

simachus,the son ofPausanias and Josephus, the son ofMen-

neus, and Alexander, the son of Theodorus, your ambassa-

dors, met me at Ephesus, and have renewed that embassage

which they had formerly been upon at Rome , and have dili-

gently acquitted themselves tothe present embassage which

thou and thy nation have intrusted to them, and have fully

declared the good-will thou hast for us. I am,therefore, sa-

tisfied, both by your actions, and your words, that you are

well disposed to us ; and I understand that your conduct of

life is constant and religious ; so I reckon upon you as our

own; but when those that were adversaries to you, and to

the Roman people, and abstained neither from cities, nor

temples, and did not observe the agreement they had con-

firmed byoath, it was not only on account of our contestwith

them, but on account of all mankind incommon, that wehave

takenvengeance on those who have been the authors ofgreat

injustice toward men, and of great wickedness toward the

gods ; for the sake of which, we suppose it was the the sun

turned away his light from us, as unwilling to review the ber-

rid crime they were guilty ofin the case of Cæsar.* We have

This clause plainly alludes to that well known but unusual andvery

long darkness ofthe sun, which appened upon the murder ofJulius

Cæsarby Brutus and Cassius , which is taken great notice ofby Virgil,
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also overcome their conspiracies, which threatened thegods

themselves, which Macedonia received , as it is a climate pe-

culiarly proper for impious and insolent attempts ; and we

have overcome that confused rout of men, halfmad with spite

against us, which they got together at Philippi, in Macedo-

nia, when they seized upon the places that were proper for

their purpose, and, as it were, walled them round with moun-

tains to the very sea, and where the passage was open only

through a single gate. This victory we gained, because the

gods had condemned these men for their wicked enterprises .

Now Brutus, when he had fled as far as Philippi, was shut up

by us, and became a partaker of the same perdition with

Cassius ; and now these have received their punishment we

suppose, that we may enjoy peace for time to come, and that

Asia may be at rest from war. We therefore make that

peace, which God hath given us, commonto our confederates

also, insomuch, that the body of Asia is now recovered out

of that distemper it was under bythe means of our victory.

I therefore, bearing in mind both thee, and your nation, shall

take care ofwhat may be for your advantage. I have also

sent epistles in writing to the several cities, that if any per-

sons, whether freemen, or bondmen, have been sold under

the spear by Caius Cassius, or his subordinate officers, they

may be set free. And I willthatyou kindly make use ofthe

favours which I and Dolabella have granted you. I also

forbid the Tyrians to use any violence with you ; and for

what places of the Jews they now possess, I order them to

restore them. I have withal accepted of the crown which

thou sentest me.

4."Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates, senate,

and people of Tyre, sendeth greeting : the ambassadors of

Hyrcanus, the high-priest and ethnarch [of the Jews ,] ap-

peared before me at Ephesus, and told me that you are in

possession ofpart of their country, which you entered upon

underthegovernment ofour adversaries. Since,therefore, we

have undertaken the war for the obtaining the government,

and have taken care to do what was agreeable to piety and

justice, and have brought to punishment those that had nei-

ther any remembrance of the kindness they had received,

nor have kept their oaths, I will that you be at peace with

those that are our confederates ; as also, that what you have

taken by the means of our adversaries shall not be reckoned

your own, but be returned to those from whom you took

them ; for none of them took their provinces or their armies

Pliny, and other Roman authors. See Virgil's Georgics, Book i. just ·

before the end ; and Pliny's Nat. Hist. B. ii. c. XXX.
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bythe gift of the senate, but they seized them by force, and

bestowed them by violence upon such as became useful to

them in their unjust proceedings Since, therefore , those

men have received the punishment due to them , we desire

that our confederates may retain whatsoever it was that they

formerly possessed without disturbance, and that yourestore

all the places which belonged to Hyrcanus, the ethnarch of

the Jews, which you have had, though it were but one day

before Caius Cassius began an unjustifiable war against us,

and entered our province : nor do you use any force against

him, in order to weaken him, that he may not be able to dis-

pose of that which is his own, but if you have any contest

with him about your respective rights, it shall be lawfulfor

you to plead your cause whenwe come uponthe places con-

cerned, for we shall alike preserve the rights, and hear all

the causes of our confederates.
66

3. Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates, se-

nate, and people ofTyre, sendeth greeting : I have sentyou

my decree , of which I will that ye take care that it be en-

graven onthe public tables in Roman and Greek letters, and

that it stand engraven in the most illustrious places , that it

may be read by all. Marcus Antonius, imperator, one ofthe

triumvirate over the public affairs, made this declaration :

since Caius Cassius, in this revolt he hath made, hath pil-

laged that province which belonged not to him, and was held

by garrisons there encamped, while they were our confede-

rates, and hath spoiled that nation of the Jews that was in

friendship with the Roman people as in war : and since we

have overcome his madness by arms, we now correct by our

decrees andjudicial determinations what he hath laid waste,

that those things may be restored to our confederates. And

as for what hath been sold of the Jewish possessions, whe-

ther they be bodies or possessions, let them be released,the

bodies into that state of freedom they were originally in,

and the possessions to their former owners. I also will,

that he who shall not comply with this decree of mine, shall

be punished for his disobedience ; and if such a one be

caught, I will take care that the offenders suffer condign pun-

ishment."

6. The same thing did Antony write to the Sidonians, and

the Antiochians, andthe Arcadians . Wehave produced these

decrees, therefore, as marks to futurity of the truth of what

wehave said, that the Romans had a great concern about our

nation.
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CHAPTER XIII.

HOW ANTONY MADE HEROD AND PHASAELUS TETRARCHS, AF-

TER THEY HAD BEEN ACCUSED TO NO PURPOSE ; AND HOW

THE PARTHIANS , WHEN THEY BROUGHT ANTIGONUS INTO

JUDEA, TOOK HYRCANUS AND PHASAELUS CAPTIVES. HE

ROD'S FLIGHT ; AND WHAT AFFLICTIONS HYRCANUS AND

PHASAELUS ENDURED.

1. WHEN, after this, Antony came into Syria, Cleopatra

met him in Cilicia , and brought him to fall in love with her

And there came now also a hundred of the most potent of

the Jews, to accuse Herod, and those about him, and setthe

men of the greatest eloquence among them to speak. But

Messala contradicted them on behalf of the young men, and

all this in the presence of Hyrcanus, who was Herod's fa-

ther-in-law already.* When Antony had heard both sides

at Daphne, he asked Hyrcanus who they were that governed

the nation best ? He replied, Herod and his friends. Here-

upon Antony, by reason of the old hospitable friendship be

had made with his father [ Antipater,] at that time when he

was with Gabinius, he made both Herod and Phasaelus te-

trarchs, and committed the public affairs ofthe Jewstothem,

and wrote letters to that purpose. He also bound fifteen of

their adversaries, and was going to kill them, but that Herod

obtained their pardon.

2. Yet did not these men continue quiet when they were

come back, but a thousand ofthe Jews came to Tyre to meet

him there , whither the report was that he should come . But

Antonywascorrupted bythe moneywhichHerod and his bro-

ther had given him, and so he gave order to the governor of

the place to punish the Jewish ambassadors, who were for

making innovations, and to settle the government upon He-

rod : but Herod went out hastily to them, and Hyrcanus was

with him, ( for they stood upon the shore before the city,)

and he charged them to go their ways, because great mis-

chiefwould befall them if they went on with their accusa-

tion. But they did not acquiesce : whereuponthe Romans

ranuponthem with their daggers , and slew some, and wound-

ed more ofthem, and the rest fled away, and went home,

and lay still in great consternation : and when the people

*We mayheretake notice, that espousals alone were ofold esteemed

a sufficient foundation for affinity, Hyrcanus being here called father-in

law to Herod, because his granddaughter Mariamne was betrothed to

him, although the marriagewere not completed till four years afterwards,

See Matt. i. 16.

Vol. III. 15*
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made a clamour against Herod, Antony was so provoked at

it that he slew the prisoners.

3. Now, in the second year, Pacorus, the king of Parthia's

son, and Barzapharnes, a commander of the Parthians, pos-

sessed themselves of Syria. Ptolemy, the son of Menneus,

also was now dead, and Lysanias, his son, took his govern-

ment, and made a league of friendship with Antigonus, the

son of Aristobulus ; and in order to obtain it, made use ofthat

commander who had great interest in him. Now Antigonus

had promised to give the Parthians a thousand talents, and

five hundred women, upon condition that theywould take the

government away from Hyrcanus, and bestow it upon him ,

and withal kill Herod. And although he did not give them

what he had promised , yet did the Parthians make an expe-

dition into Judea on that account, and carried Antigonus with

them. Pacorus went along the maritime parts , but the com-

mander Barzapharnes, through the midland. Now the Ty-

rians excluded Pacorus ; but the Sidonians, and those of

Ptolemais received him. However, Pacorus sent a troop of

horsemen into Judea, to take a viewof the state ofthe coun-

try, and to assist Antigonus ; and sent also the king's butler,

of the same name with himself. So whenthe Jews that dwelt

about mount Carmel came to Antigonus, and were ready to

march with him into Judea, Antigonus hoped to get some

part of the country by their assistance. The place is called

Drymi ; and whensome others came, and metthem,the men

privately fell upon Jerusalem ; and when some more were

come to them,they got together in great numbers , and came

against the king's palace, and besieged it . But as Phasa-

elus ' and Herod's party came to the other's assistance, and

a battle happened between them in the market-place, the

young men beat their enemies, and pursued them into the

temple, and sent some armed men into the adjoining houses

to keep them in, who yet being destitute of such as should

support them, were burnt, and the houses withthem, bythe

people who rose up against them. ButHerod was avenged

of these seditious adversaries of his a little afterwards for

this injury they had offered him , when he fought with them,

and slew a great number ofthem.

4. Butwhilethere were daily skirmishes,the enemywaited

for the coming of the multitude out of the country to Pen-

tecost, a feast of ours so called : and when that day was

come, many ten thousands of the people were gathered to-

gether about the temple, some in armour, and some without.

Now those that came, guarded both the templeand the city,

exceptingwhat belonged tothe palace, whichHerodguarded
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with a few of his soldiers ; and Phasaelus had the charge of

the wall, while Herod, with a body of his men, sallied out

upon the enemy, who lay in the suburbs, and fought coura-

geously, and put many ten thousands to flight, some flying

into the city, and some into the temple, and some into the

outer fortifications, for some such fortifications there were in

that place. Phasaelus came also to his assistance ; yet was

Pacorus, the general of the Parthians, at the desire of Anti-

gonus, admitted into the city, with a few of his horsemen,

under pretence indeed as ifhe would still the sedition, but

in reality to assist Antigonus in obtaining the government.

And when Phasaelus met him, and received him kindly, Pa-

corus persuaded him to go himself as ambassador to Barza-

pharnes, which was done fraudulently. Accordingly, Pha-

saelus, suspecting no harm. complied withhis proposal , while

Herod did not give his consent to what was done, because

of the perfidiousness of these barbarians, but desired Pha-

saelus rather to fight those that were come into the city.

5. So both Hyrcauus and Phasaelus went on the embas-

sage ; but Pacorus left with Herod two hundred horsemen,

and ten men, who were called the freemen ; and conducted

the others on theirjourney ; and whenthey were in Galilee,

the governors of their cities there met them in their arms:

Barzapharnes also received them at the first with cheerful-

ness, and made them presents, though he afterwards con-

spired against them ; and Phasaelus, with his horsemen, were

conducted to the seaside : but when they heard that Anti-

gonus had promised to give the Parthians a thousand talents

and five hundred women, to assist him against them, they

soon had a suspicion of the barbarians. Moreover, there was

one who informed them that snares were laid for them by

night, while a guard came about them secretly, and they had

then been seized upon, had not they waited for the seizure

of Herod bythe Parthians, that were about Jerusalem , lest,

upon the slaughter of Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, he should

have an intimation of it, and escape out of their hands. And

these were the circumstances they were now in ; and they

saw who they were that guarded them . Some persons in-

deed would have persuaded Phasaelus to fly away immedi-

ately on horseback, and not stay any longer . and there was

one Ophellius, who, above all the rest, was earnest with him

to do so, for he had heard of the treachery from Saramalla ,

the richest of all the Syrians at that time, who also promised

to provide him ships to carry him off: for the sea was just

by them : but he had no mind to desert Hyrcanus, nor bring

his , brother into danger ; but he went to Barzapharnes and
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told him, he did not act justly when he made such a contriv-

ance against them, for that if he wanted money, he would

give him more than Antigonus : and besides, that it was a

horrible thing to slay those that came to him upon the secu-

rity of their oaths, and that when they had done them no in-

jury. But the barbarians swore to him, that there was no

truth in any of his suspicions ; but that he was troubled with

nothing but false proposals, and then went away to Pacorus.

6. But as soon as he was gone away,some mencame and

bound Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, while Phasaelus greatly re-

proached the Parthians for their perjury. However, that

butler who was sent against Herod had it in command to get

him without the walls ofthe city, and seize upon him ; but

messengers had been sent by Phasaelus to inform Herod of

the perfidiousness ofthe Parthians : and when he knew that

the enemy had seized upon them , he went to Pacorus, and

to the most potent of the Parthians, as to the lords of the

rest, who, although they knewthe whole matter, dissembled

with him in a deceitful way ; and said , that “ he ought to go

out with them before the walls, and meet those who were

bringing him his letters, for that they were not taken by his

adversaries, but were coming to give him an account ofthe

good success Phasaelus had had. " Herod did not give credit

to what they said ; for he had heard that his brother was

seized upon by others also : and the daughter of Hyrcanus,

whose daughter he had espoused , was his monitor also, [no.

to credit them ,] which made him still more suspicious of the

Parthians, for although other people did not give heed to

her, yet did he believe her as a woman of verygreat wisdom

7. Now while the Parthians were in consultation what was

fit to be done ; for they did not think it proper to make an

open attempt upon a person of his character ; and while they

put offthe determination till the next day, Herod was under

great disturbance of mind, and rather inclining tobelievethe

reports he heard about his brother and the Parthians, than

to give heed to what was said on the other side , he deter-

mined that when the evening came on, he would make use

of it for his flight, and not to make any longer delay, as if

the dangers from the enemy were not yet certain. He there-

fore removed with the armed men whom he had with him;

and set his wives upon the beasts, as also his mother, and sis-

ter, and herwhom he was about to marry, [Mariamne ,] the

daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, with her

nother,the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngest brother,

and all their servants, and the rest of the multitude that was

with him, and, without the enemies privity, pursued his way
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to Idumea; nor could any enemy of his, who then saw him in

this case, be so hard-hearted , but would have commiserated

his fortune, while the women drew along their infant chil-

dren, and left their own country, and their friends in prison,

with tears in their eyes, and sad lamentations, and in expec-

tation of nothing but what was of a melancholy nature.

8. But for Herod himself, he raised his mind above the

miserable state he was in, and was of good courage in the

midst of his misfortunes ; and, as he passed along, he bid

them every one to be of good cheer, and not to give them-

selves up to sorrow, because that would hinder them in their

flight, whichwas nowthe only hope of safety that they had.

Accordingly, they tried to bear with patience the calamity

they were under, as he exhorted them to do : yet was he

once almost going to kill himself, upon the overthrow of a

wagon, and the danger his mother was then in of being killed ,

and this on two accounts, because of his great concern for

her, and because he was afraid lest, by his delay, the enemy

should overtake him in the pursuit ; but as he was drawing

his sword, and going to kill himself therewith, those that were

present restrained him, and being so many in number, were

too hard for him, and told him, that he ought not to desert

them , and leave them a prey to their enemies, for that it was

not the part ofa brave man to free himselffrom the distresses

he was in, and to overlook his friends that were in the same

distresses also. So he was compelled to let that horric

attempt alone, partly out of shame atwhat they said to him.

and partly out of regard to the great number of those that

would not permit him to do what he intended. So he en-

couraged his mother, and took all the care of her the time

would allow, and proceeded on the way he proposed to go

with the utmost haste, and that was to the fortress of Mas-

sada. And as he had many skirmishes with such of the Par-

thians as attacked him, and pursued him, he was conqueror

in them all .

9. Nor indeed was he freed from the Jews all along as he

was in his flight ; for by that time he was gotten sixty fur-

longs out of the city, and was upon the road, they fell upon

him, and fought hand to hand with him, whom he also put to

flight, and overcame, not like one that was in distress, and in

necessity, but like one that wasexcellently prepared for war,

and had what he wanted in great plenty. And in this very

place, where he now overcamethe Jews, it was that hesome

time afterwards built a most excellent palace , and a cityround

about it, and called it Herodium. And when he was come

toIdumea, at a place called Thressa, his brother Josephmet
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him , and he then held a council to take advice about all his

affairs, and what was fit to be done in his circumstances , since

he had a great multitude that followed him, besides his mer-

cenary soldiers, and the place Massada, whither he proposed

to fly, was too small to contain so great a multitude ; so he

sent awaythe greater part of his company, being above nine

thousand, and bid them go, some one way, and some another,

and to save themselves in Idumea, and gave them whatwould

buy them provisions in their journey ; but he took with him

those that were least encumbered, and were most intimate

with him, and come to the fortress, and placed there his

wives, and his followers, being eight hundred in number,

here being in the place a sufficient quantity of corn and wa-

"er, and other necessaries, and went directly for Petra, in

Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians plundered all

Jerusalem , and the palace , and abstained from nothing but

Hyrcanus' money, which was three hundred talents. A great

deal of Herod's money escaped, and principally all that the

man had been so provident as to send into Idumea before-

hand ; nor indeed did what was in the city suffice the Parthi-

ans, butthey went out into the country, and plundered it, and

demolished the city Marissa.

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back into Judea by

the king of the Parthians, and received Hyrcanus and Pha-

saelus for his prisoners ; but he was greatly cast down be-

cause the women had escaped, whom he intended to have

given the enemy, as having promised they should have them,

withthe money, for their reward ; but being afraid thatHyr-

canus , who was under the guard ofthe Parthians, might have

his kingdom restored to him by the multitude, he cut off his

ears, and thereby took care that the high- priesthood should

never come to him any more, because he was maimed, while

the law required that this dignity should belong to none but

such as had all their members entire.* But now one cannot

here but admire the fortitude of Phasaelus, who, perceiving

that he was to be put to death, did not think death any ter-

rible thing at all , but to die thus bythe means of his enemy,

this he thought a most pitiable and dishonourable thing, and

therefore, since he had not his hands at liberty, but the bonds

he was in prevented him from killing himself thereby, he

dashed his head against a great stone, and thereby took away

his own life, which he thought to be the best thing he could

do in such a distress as he was in, and thereby put it out of

This law of Moses, that the priests were to be without blemish as

allparts of their bodies, is in Levit. xxi. 17-24.
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the powerofthe enemyto bring him to any deathhe pleased.

It is also reported that when he had made a great wound in

his head, Antigonus sent physicians to him, in order to cure

it , and by ordering them to infuse poison into the wound,

killed him . However, Phasaelus hearing before he was quite

dead, by a certain woman, that his brother Herod had es-

caped the enemy, underwent his death cheerfully, since be

now left behind him one who would revenge his death, and

who was able to inflict punishment on his enemies.

CHAPTER XIV.

HOW HEROD GOT AWAY FROM THE KING OF ARABIA, AND

MADE HASTE TO GO INTO EGYPT, AND THENCE WENT IN

HASTE ALSO TO ROME ; AND HOW, BY PROMISING A GREAT

DEAL OF MONEY TO ANTONY , HE OBTAINED OF THE SENATE,

AND OF CESAR, TO BE MADE KING OF THE JEWS.

1. As for Herod , the great miseries be was in did not dis-

courage him, but made him sharp in discovering surprising

undertakings ; for he went to Malchus , king of Arabia, whom

he had formerly been very kind to, in order to receive some-

what by way of requital , now he was in more than ordinary

want of it , and desired he would let him have some money ,

either by way of loan, or as his free gift, on account ofthe

many benefits he had received from him, for not knowing

what was become of his brother, he was in haste to redeem

him out ofthe hand of his enemies, as willing to give three

hundred talents for the price of his redemption. He also

took with him the son of Phasaelus, who was but a child of

sevenyears of age, for this very reason, that he might be a

hostage for the repayment of the money : but there came

messengers from Malchus to meet him, by whom he was de-

sired to be gone, for that the Parthians had laid a charge

upon him notto entertain Herod. This was only a pretence ,

which he made use of, that he might not be obliged to repay

him whathe owed him ; and this be was farther induced to ,

by the principal men among the Arabians, that they might

cheat him of what sums they had received from [ his father]

Antipater, and which he had committed to their fidelity.

He made answer, that he did not intend to be troublesome

to them by his coming thither, but that he desired only to

discourse with them about certain affairs that were to him

of the greatest importance.

2. Hereupon, he resolved to go away, and did go very

prudently the road to Egypt ; and then it wasthat helodged
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in a certain temple, for he had left a great many of his fol-

lowers there. On the next day he cameto Rhinocólura , and

there it was that he heard what was befallen his brother.

Though Malchus soon repented of what he had done, and

came running after Herod, but with no manner of success ,

for he was gotten a very great way off, and made haste into

the road toPelusium : and whenthe stationary ships that lay

there hindered him from sailing to Alexandria , he went to

their captains, by whose assistance , and that out of much re-

verence of, and great regard to him, he was conducted into

the city [Alexandria, ] and was retained there by Cleopatra ;

yet was she not able to prevail with him to stay there, be-

cause he was making haste to Rome, eventhough the weather

was stormy, andhe was informed that the affairs ofItaly were

very tumultuous , and in great disorder.

3. So he set sail from thence for Pamphylia, and falling

into a violent storm, he had much ado to escape to Rhodes,

with the loss of the ship's burden ; and there it was that two

of his friends, Sappinas and Ptolemeus met with him and

as he found that city very much damaged inthe waragainst

Cassius, though he were in necessity himself, he neglected

not to do it a kindness, but did what he could to recover it

to its former state. He also built there a three decked ship,

and set sail thence, with his friends, for Italy, and came to

the port ofBrundusium : and when he was come from thence

to Rome, he first related to Antony what had befallen him

in Judea, and how Phasaelus his brother, was seized on by

the Parthians, and put to death bythem, and how Hyrcanus

was detained captive by them, and how they had made An-

tigonus king, who had promised them a sum of money, no

less than a thousand talents, with five hundred women, who

were tobe ofthe principal families, and of the Jewish stock,

and that he had carried off the women by night, and that,

by undergoing a great many hardships, he had escaped the

hands of his enemies ; as also that his own relations were in

danger of being besieged and taken, and that he had sailed

through a storm, and contemned all the terrible dangers of

it, in order to come, as soon as possible, to him, who was his

hope and only succour at this time.

4. This account made Antonycommiseratethe change that

had happened in Herod's condition ;* and reasoning with

* Concerning the chronology of Herod , and the time whenhe was

first made king at Rome, and concerning the time when he began his

second reign, without a rival, upon the conquest and slaughter of Anti-

gonus, both principally derived fromthis and the two next chapters in

Josephus, see the note on sec. 6, and c, xv. sec. 10.
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nimself,that this was a common case among those that are

placed in such great dignities, and that they are liable to the

mutations that come from fortune, he was very ready togive

him the assistance he desired, and this because he called to

mind the friendship he had had with Antipater, because

Herod offered him money to make him king as he had for-

merly given it him to make him tetrarch, and chiefly be-

cause of his hatred to Antigonus, for he took him to be a

seditious person, and an enemy to the Romans. Cæsar was

also the forwarder to raise Herod's dignity, and to give him

his assistance in what he desired, on account of the toils of

war which he had himselfundergone with Antipater his fa-

ther in Egypt, and of the hospitality he had treated him

withal, and the kindness he had always showed him, as also

to gratify Antony, who was very zealous for Herod. So a

senate was convocated ; and Messala first, and then Atratinus

introduced Herod into it, and enlarged upon the benefits they

had received from his father, and put them in mind of the

good-will he had borne the Romans. Atthe same time they

accused Antigonus, and declared him an enemy, not only be-

cause of his former opposition to them, but that he had now

overlooked the Romans, and taken the governmentfromthe

Parthians. Upon this the senate was irritated ; and Antony

informed them farther, that it was for their advantage inthe

Parthian war that Herod should be king. This seemed good

to all the senators ; and so they made a decree accordingly.

5. And this was the principal instance of Antony's affection

forHerod, that he not only procured him a kingdom whichhe

aid not expect, (for he did not come with an intention to ask

the kingdom for himself, which he did not suppose the Ro-

mans wouldgrant him, who used to bestow it onsomeofthe

royal family, but intended to desire it for his wife's brother,

who was grandson by his father to Aristobulus, and to Hyr-

canus byhis mother,) but that he procured it for him so sud-

denly thathe obtained whathe did not expect, and departed

out of Italy inso few days as seven in all. This young man

[the grandson] Herod afterwards took care to have slain, as

we shall show in its proper place. But whenthe senate was

dissolved, Antony and Cæsar went out of the senate-house,

with Herod between them, in orderto offer sacrifices, and to

lay up their decrees in the capitol. Antony also feasted He-

rod the first day of his reign. And thus did this man receive

the kingdom, having obtained it in the hundred and eighty-

fourth Olympiad, when Caius Domitius Calvinus was consul

the second time, and Caius Asinius Pollio, [the first time. ]

6. All this while, Antigonus besieged those that were in

Vol III. 16
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Massada, who had plenty of all other necessaries , but were

only in want of water,* insomuch, that on this occasion, Jo-

sephus, Herod's brother, was contriving to runawayfrom it,

with two hundred of his dependants, to the Arabians ; for he

had heard that Malchus repented of the offences hehad been

guilty of with regard to Herod ; but God, by sending rain in

the night-time, prevented his going away, for their cisterns

were thereby filled , and he was under no necessity of run-

ning awayon that account : but they were nowof good cour-

age, and the more so, because the sending that plenty of wa-

ter which theyhad been in want of, seemed a mark of Divine

Providence ; so they made a sally, and fought hand tohand

with Antigonus' soldiers, with some openly, with some pri-

vately, and destroyed a great number ofthem. At the same

time, Ventidius, the general of the Romans, was sent out of

Syria, to drive the Parthians out of it, and marched after

them into Judea, in pretence indeed to succour Joseph, but

in reality the whole affair was no more than a stratagem , in

order to get money of Antigonus . so they pitched theircamp

verynear to Jerusalem, and wiped Antigonus of a great deal

of money, and then he retired himself with the greater part

ofthe army ; but that the wickedness he had beenguilty of

mightnot be found out, he left Silo there with a certain part

of his soldiers, with whom also Antigonus cultivated an ac-

quaintance, that he might cause him no disturbance, and was

still in hopes that the Parthians would not come again and

defend him.

CHAPTER XV.

HOW HEROD SAILED OUT OF ITALY TO JUDEA, AND FOUGHT

WITH ANTIGONUS ; AND WHAT OTHER THINGS HAPPENED

IN JUDEA ABOUT THAT TIME.

1. By this time, Herod had sailed out of Italy to Ptole-

mais, and had gotten together no small army, both ofstrangers

and of his own countrymen, and marched through by Galilee

against Antigonus. Silo also, and Ventidius, came andassisted

him , being persuaded by Delius, who was sent by Antony to

assist in bringing back Herod. Now for Ventidius, he was

employed in composing the disturbances that had been made

in the cities by means ofthe Parthians ; and for Silo , he was

* This grievous want of water at Massada, till the place had like to

have beentaken bythe Parthians, mentioned both here, and ofthe War,

B. i. c. xv. sec. 1. vol. v. is an indication that it was now summer time.
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in Judea indeed, but corrupted by Antigonus. However, as

Herod went along, his army increased every day, and all

Galilee, with some small exception, joined him : but as he

was marching to those that were in Massada, for he was

obliged to endeavour to save those that were in that fortress ,

now they were besieged, because they were his relations,

Joppa was a hindrance to him, for it was necessary for him

to take that place first, it being a city at variance with him,

that no strong hold might be left in his enemies' hands behind

him, when he should go to Jerusalem : and when Silo made

this a pretence for rising up from Jerusalem, and was there-

uponpursuedby theJews, Herod fell upon them with a small

bodyofmen, and both put the Jews to flight, and saved Silo,

when he was very poorly able to defend himself ; but when

Herod had taken Joppa, he made haste to set free those of

lis familythat were in Massada. Now of the people ofthe

country, some joined him because ofthe friendship they had

lead withhis father, and some because ofthe splendid appear-

ance he made, and others by way of requital for the benefits

they had received from both of them , but the greatest num-

ber came to him in hopes of getting somewhat from him af-

terwards, if he were once firmly settled in the kingdom .

2. Herod had now a strong army ; and as he marched on,

Antigonus laid snares and ambushes in the passes and places

most proper for them, but in truth he thereby did little orno

damage tothe enemy : so Herod received those of his family

out of Massada, and the fortress Ressa, and then went onfor

Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was with Silo accompa-

nied him all along, as did many of the citizens , being afraid

ofhis power ; and as soon as he had pitched his camp onthe

west side of the city, the soldiers that were setto guard that

part shot their arrows, and threw their darts at him ; and

when some sallied out in a crowd, and came to fight hand to

hand with the first ranks of Herod's army, he gave orders ,

that they should, in the first place, make proclamation about

the wall, that " he came for the good of the people, and for

the preservation of the city, and not to bear any old grudge

at even his most open enemies, but ready to forget the of-

fences which his greatest adversaries had done him." But

Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod had caused tobe

proclaimed, and this before the Romans, and before Silo also,

said, that"they would not do justly, if they gave the king-

dom to Herod,who was no more than a private man, and an

Idumean,* i. e. a halfJew, whereas they ought to bestowit

* This affirmation of Antigonus, spoken in the days ofHerod, and in

a mannerto his face, that he was an Idumean, i. e. a half Jew, seems
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on one ofthe royal family, as their custom was ; for, that in

case they at present bear any ill-will to him, and had re-

solved to deprive him of the kingdom, as having received it

from the Parthians, yet were there many others of his family

that might by their law take it, andthese such as hadno way

offended the Romans, and being of the sacerdotal family, it

would be an unworthy thing to put them by." Now, while

they said thus one to another, and fell to reproaching one

another on both sides, Antigonus permitted his own menthat

were upon the wall, to defend themselves, who, using their

bows, and showinggreat alacrity against their enemies, easily

drove them away from the towers.

3. And now it was that Silo discovered that he had taken

bribes : for he set agood numberof his soldiers to complain

aloud ofthe want of provisions they were in, and to require

money to buy them food, and that it was fit to let them go

into places proper for winter quarters, since the places near

the city were a desert, by reason that Antigonus' soldiers

had carried all away ; sohe setthe army upon removing, and

endeavoured to march away : but Herod pressed Silo not to

depart ; and exhorted Silo's captains and soldiers not to de-

sert him, when Cæsar and Antony, and the senate, had sent

him thither, for that he would provide them plenty of all the

things they wanted, and easily procure them a great abun-

dance ofwhat they required ; after which entreaty, he im-

mediately went out into the country, and left not the least

pretence to Silo for his departure, for he brought an unex-

pected quantity of provisions, and sent to those friends of his

who inhabited about Samaria, to bring down corn, andwine,

and oil , and cattle, and all other provisions, to Jericho, that

there might be no want of a supply for the soldiers for the

time to come. Antigonus was sensible of this, and sent pre-

sently over the country such as might restrain and lie in am-

bush for those that went out for provisions. So these men

obeyed the orders of Antigonus, and got together a great

numberofarmed men about Jericho, and sat uponthe moun-

tains, and watched those that brought the provisions. How-

ever, Herod was not idle in the mean time, for he took ten

bands of soldiers, ofwhomfive were of the Romans, andfive

to me ofmuch greater authority than that pretence ofhis favourite and

flatterer, Nicolaus, of Damascus, that he derived his pedigree from the

'ews, as far backward as the Babylonish captivity, c. i. sec. 3. Accord-

ingly Josephus always esteems him an Idumean, though he says his

father Antipater was of the same people with the Jews, c. viii. sec. 1.

and by birth a Jew, Antiq. B. xx. c. viii. sec. 7, as indeed all such pro-

selytes of justice asthe Idumeaus were in time esteemed the verysame

people with the Jews.
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of the Jews, with some mercenaries among them, and with

some fewhorsemen, and cameto Jericho ; and as they found

the city deserted , but that five hundred bad settled them-

selves on the tops of the hills, with theirwives and children,

those he took and sent away ; but the Romans fell upon the

city, and plundered it, and found the houses full of all sorts

of good things. So the king left a garrison at Jericho, and

came back again, and sent the Roman army to take their

winter quarters in the countries that were come over to him,

Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria. And so much did Antigo-

nus gain of Silo, for the bribes he gave him, that part of the

army should be quartered at Lydda, in order to please An-

tony. So the Romans laid their weapons aside, and lived

in plenty ofall things.

4. But Herod was not pleased with lying still, but sent out

hisbrotherJosephus against Idumea with two thousand armed

footmen, and four hundred horsemen, while he himselfcame

to Samaria, and left his mother and his other relations there,

for they were alreadygone out ofMassada, and went intoGa-

lilee to take certain places which were held bythe garrisons

of Antigonus, and he passed on to Sepphoris, as God sent a

snow, while Antigonus' garrisons withdrew themselves, and

had great plenty of provisions. He also went thence, and re-

solved to destroy those robbers that dwelt in the caves , and

did much mischief in the country ; so he sent a troop ofhorse-

men, and three companies of armed footmen against them .

Theywere verynear to a village called Ardela ; and , on the

fortieth day after, he came himself, with his whole army ; and

as the enemy sallied out boldly upon him, the left wing ofhis

army gave way, but he appearing with a body of men, put

those to flight who were already conquerors, and recalled his

men that ran away. He also pressed upon his enemies, and

pursued them as far as the river Jordan, thoughthey ran away

by different roads . So he brought overto him all Galilee, ex-

cepting those that dwelt in the caves, and distributed money

to everyone of his soldiers , giving them a hundred and fifty

drachmas a-piece, and much more to their captains, and sent

them into winter quarters : at which time Silo came to him,

and his commanders with him, because Antigonus would not

give them provisions any longer, for he supplied them forno

more than one month; nay, he had sent to all the country

about, and ordered them to carry off the provisions that were

there, and retire to the mountains, that the Romans might

havenoprovisions to liveupon, and sc might perish byfamine:

Herod committed the care of that matter to Pheroras , his

youngest brother, and ordered him to repair Alexandrium

Vol. III. 16*
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also. Accordingly, he quickly made the soldiers aboundwith

great plenty of provisions, and rebuilt Alexandrium, which

had been before desolate.

5. About this time it was, that Antony continued sometime

at Athens, and that Ventidius, who was now in Syria , sent for

Silo, and commanded him to assist Herod inthe first place to

finishthe present war, andthen to send for their confederates,

for the warthey were themselves engaged in ; but as forHe-

rod, he went in haste against the robbers that were in the

caves, and sent Silo away to Ventidius, while he marched

against them. These caves were in mountains that were ex-

ceeding abrupt, and in their middle were no other than pre-

cipices, with certain entrances into the caves, and those caves

were encompassed with sharp rocks, and in these did the rob-

bers lie concealed, with all their families about them ; but

the king caused certain chests to be made in order to destroy

them, and to be hung down, bound about with iron chains, by

an engine from the top of the mountain, it being not possible

to get up to them, by reason ofthe sharp ascent of the moun-

tains, nor to creep down to them from above. Now these

chests were filled with armed men, who had long hooks in

their hands, by which they might pull out such as resisted

them, and then tumble them down, and kill thembyso doing;

but the letting the chests down proved to be a matter ofgreat

danger, because of the vast depth they were to be let down,

although they had their provisions in the cheststhemselves:

but when the chests were let down, and not one of those in

the mouth of the caves durst come near them, but lay still

out of fear, some of the armed mengirt on their armour, and

byboththeir hands took hold ofthe chain bywhich the chests

were let down, and went into the mouths of the caves, be-

cause they fretted that such delay was made bythe robbers

not daring to come out ofthe caves ; and when they were at

any of those mouths, they first killed many of those that were

in the mouths with their darts, and afterwards pulled those to

them that resisted them with their hooks, and tumbled them

down the precipices, and afterwards went into the caves and

killed many more, and then went into their chests again, and

lay still there ; but upon this, terror seized the rest, whenthey

heard the lamentations that were made, and they despaired

of escaping: however, when the night came on, that put an

end to the whole work; and as the king proclaimed pardon

by a herald to such as delivered themselves up to him,

manyaccepted ofthe offer. The same method ofassaultwas

made use of the next day ; and theywent farther, andgot out

in baskets to fight them, and fought them at their doors, and
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sent fire among them, and set their caves on fire, for there :

was a great deal of combustible matter within them . Now

there was one old man who was caught within one of these

caves, with seven children and a wife ; these prayed them

to give them leave to go out, and yield themselves up to the

enemy, but he stood at the cave's mouth, and always slew

that child of his who went out, till he had destroyed them

everyone, and after that he slewhis wife, and cast their dead

bodies down the precipice, and himself after them, and so

underwent death rather than slavery ; but, before he didthis,

he greatly reproached Herod with the meanness of his fa-

mily, although he was then king. Herod also saw what he

was doing, and stretched out his hand, and offered him all

mannerofsecurity for his life , by which means all these caves

were at length subdued entirely.

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over these parts of

the country as his general, he went to Samaria, with six hun-

dred horsemen, and three thousand armed footmen, as in-

tending to fight Antigonus. But still this command of the

army did not succeed well with Ptolemy, but those, that had

been troublesome to Galilee before , attacked him, and slew

him ; and when they had done this, they fled among the

lakes and places almost inaccessible, laying waste and plun-

dering whatsoever they could come at in those places, but

Herod soon returned, and punished them for what they had

done ; for some of these rebels he slew, and others ofthem

whohad fled to the strong holds, he besieged, and both slew

them, and demolished their strong holds : and when he had

thus put an end to their rebellion, he laid a fine upon the

cities of a hundred talents.

7. In the mean time, Pacorus was fallen in a battle , and the

Parthians were defeated , when Ventidius sent Macherus to

the assistance of Herod, with two legions , and a thousand

horsemen, while Antony encouraged him to make haste. But

Macherus, at the instigation of Antigonus, without the ap-

probation of Herod, as being corrupted by money, went

about to take a view of his affairs ; but Antigonus, suspecting

this intention of his coming, did not admit him into the city,

but kept him at a distance, with slinging stones at him, and

plainly showed what he himself meant . But when Macherus

was sensible that Herod had given him good advice, and

that he had made a mistake himself, in not hearkening to

that advice, he retired to the city Emmaus ; and what Jews

he met with, he slewthem, whether they were enemies or

friends, out of the rage he was in at what hardships he had

undergone. The king was provoked at this conduct ofhis,
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and went to Samaria, and resolved to go to Antony about

these affairs, and to intorin him that he stood in no need of

such helpers, who did him more mischief than they did his

enemies, and that he was able of himselfto beat Antigonus;

but Macherus followed him, and desired that he would not

go to Antony, or, ifhe was resolved to go, thathewouldjoin

his brotherJoseph with him, and let them fight against Anti-

gonus. So he was reconciled to Macherus, upon his earnest

entreaties. Accordingly, he left Joseph there with his army,

but charged him to run no hazards , nor to quarrel withMa-

cherus.

8. But for his own part, he made haste to Antony, (who

was then at the siege of Samosata, a place upon Euphrates,)

withhis troops, both horsemen and footmen,to be auxiliaries

to him: and when he came to Antioch, and met there a great

number of mengotten together that were very desirous to go

to Antony, but durst not venture to go, out of fear, because

the barbarians fell upon men on the road, and slewmany,

so he encouraged them, and became their conductor on the

road. Nowwhen theywere within two days' march of Sa-

mosata, the barbarians had laid an ambush there to disturb

those that came to Antony, and where the woods made the

passes narrow, as they led to the plains, there they laid not

a fewoftheir horsemen, who were to lie still until those pas-

sengers were gone by into the wide place. Now as soon as

the first ranks were gone by, (for Herod brought on the

rear, ) those that lay in ambush, who were about five hun-

dred, fell upon them on the sudden, and when they had put

the foremost to flight, the king came riding hard, with the

forces that were about him, and immediately drove back the

enemy ; bywhich means he made the minds ofhis own more

courageous, and emboldened them to go on, insomuch that

those who ran away before, now returned back, and the bar-

barians were slain on all sides. The king also wenton killing

them, and recovered all the baggage, among which were a

great number of beasts for burden, and of slaves, and pro-

ceeded on his march ; and whereas there were a great num-

ber of those in the woods that attacked them, and were near

the passages that led into the plain, he made a sally upon

these also with a strong body ofmen, and put them to flight,

and slew many of them, and thereby rendered the way safe

for those that came after ; and these called Herod their sa-

viour and protector .

9. And when it was near to Samosata, Antony sent out his

army in all their properhabilaments to meet him, in order to

pay Herod this respect, and because of ine assistance he had
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given him,for he had heard what attacks the barbarians had

made upon him [in Judea.] He was also very glad to see

him there, as having been made acquainted with the great

actions he had performed on the road : so he entertained

him very kindly, and could not but admire his courage. An-

tony also embraced him as soon as he sawhim, and saluted

him after a most affectionate manner, and gave him the up-

per hand, as having himselt lately made him a king and

in a little time, Antiochus delivered up the fortress , and on

that account this war was at an end ; then Antony committed

the rest to Socius, and gave him orders to assist Herod, and

went himself to Egypt. Accordingly, Socius sent two legions

before into Judea, to the assistance ofHerod , and he followed

himself with the body ofthe army.

10. NowJoseph was already slain in Judea, in the man-

ner following : he forgot what charge his brother Herod had

givenhim when he wentto Antony; and when hehad pitched

his camp among the mountains, for Macherus had lent him

five regiments, with these he went hastily to Jericho, in or-

der to reap the corn thereto belonging ; and as the Roman

regiments were but newly raised, and were unskilful in war,

for they were in great part collected out of Syria, he was

attacked by the enemy, and caught in those places of diffi-

culty, and was himself slain, as he was fighting bravely, and

the whole army was lost, for there were six regiments slain.

So when Antigonus had got possession of the dead bodies , he

cut off Joseph's head, although Pheroras his brother would

have redeemed it atthe price of fifty talents. After which

defeat, the Galileans revolted from their commanders , and

took those of Herod's party, and drowned them in the lake,

and agreat part ofJudea was become seditious ; but Mache-

rus fortified the place Gitta, [in Samaria.]

11. At this time, messengers came to Herod , and informed

him of what had been done ; and when he was come to

Daphneby Antioch, they told him of the ill fortune that had

befallen his brother ; which yet he expected, from certain

visions that appeared to him in his dreams, which clearly

foreshowed his brother's death. Sohe hastened his march ;

andwhen he came tomount Libanus, he received about eight

hundred of the men of that place, having already with him

also one Roman legion , and with these he cameto Ptolemais.

He also marched thence by night with his army, and pro-

ceededalong Galilee. Here it was that the enemy met him,

and fought him , and were beaten, and shut up in the same

place of strengthwhence theyhad sallied out the day before.

So he attacked the place in the morning, but by reason ofa
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great storm that was then very violent, he was able to do

nothing, but drew offhis army into the neighbouring villages;

yetas soon as the other legion that Antony sent him was come

to his assistance, those that were in the garrison in the place

were afraid, and deserted it in the night-time. Then didthe

king march hastily to Jericho, intending to avenge himself

on the enemy for the slaughter of his brother ; and when he

had pitched his tents, he made a feast for the principal com-

manders, and after this collation was over, and he had dis-

missed his guests, he retired to his own chamber : and here

one may see what kindness God had for the king, for the

upper part of the house fell down, when nobody was in it,

and so killed none, insomuch that all the people believed

that Herod was beloved of God, since he had escaped such

a great and a surprising danger.

12. But the next day, six thousand of the enemy came

down from the tops of the mountains to fight the Romans,

which greatly terrified them ; and the soldiers that were in

light armour, came near, and pelted the king's guards that

were come out, with darts and stones, and one of them hit

him on the side with a dart. Antigonus also sent a com-

mander against Samaria , whose name was Pappas, with some

forces, being desirous to showthe enemy how potent he was,

and that he had men to spare in his war with them : he sat

down to oppose Macherus ; but Herod, when he had taken

five cities, took such as were left in them, being about two

thousand, and slew them, and burnt the cities themselves,

and then returned to go against Pappas, who was encamped

in the village called Isanes ; and there ran into him many

out of Jericho and Judea, near to which place he was, and

the enemy fell upon his men, so stout were they at this time,

andjoined battle with them, buthe beatthem in the fight; and

in order to be revenged on them for the slaughter of his bro-

ther, he pursued them sharply, and killed them as they ran

away: and as thehouses were full ofarmed men, and many of

them ran as far as the tops of the houses, he got them under

his power, and pulled down the roofs of the houses,* and saw

the lower rooms full of soldiers that were caught, and lay all

on a heap: so they threw stones down uponthem as they lay

* It may be worth our observation here, that these soldiers of Herod

could not have gotten upon the tops ofthese houses which where full of

enemies, in order to pull up the upper floors and destroy them beneath,

but on ladders from the outside, which illustrates some texts in the New

Testament, bywhich it appears that men used to ascend thither by lad-

ders on the outside. See Matt. xxiv. 17. Mark. xiii. 15. Luke v. 19,

xvii. 31.
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piled one upon another, and thereby killed them ; nor was

there a more frightful spectacle in all thewarthanthis, where

beyond the walls an immense multitude of dead men lay

heaped one upon another. This action it waswhich chiefly

brake the spirits ofthe enemy, who expected nowwhat would

come, for there appeared a mighty number of people that

came from places far distant, that were now aboutthe village,

but thenran away ; and had it not been for the depth ofwin-

ter, which then restrained them, the king's army had pre-

sently gone to Jerusalem, as being very courageous at this

good success, and the whole work had been done immedi-

ately, for Antigonus was already looking about how he might

fly away, and leave the city.

13. At this time the king gave order that the soldiers

should go to supper, for it was late at night, while he went

into a chamber to use the bath, for he was very weary and

here it was that he was in the greatest danger, which yet, by

God's providence, he escaped ; for as he wasnaked, and had

but one servant that followed him. to be with him while he

was bathingin an inner room , certain ofthe enemy, who were

in their armour, and had fled thither out of fear , were then

in the place ; and as he was bathing, the first of them came

out with his naked sword drawn, and went out at the doors,

and after him a second, and a third, armed in like manner,

and were under such a consternation that they did no hurt to

the king, and thought themselves to have come off very well

in suffering no harm themselves in their getting out of the

house. However, on the next day, he cut off the head of

Pappas, for he was already slain , and sent it to Pheroras, as

a punishmentofwhat their brother had suffered by his means,

for he was the man that slew him with his own hand.

14. When the rigour of winter was over, Herod removed

his army, and came nearto Jerusalem, and pitched his camp

hard by the city. Now, this wasthe third year since he had

been made king at Rome ; and as he removed his camp, and

came near the part of the wall where it could be most easily

assaulted, he pitched that camp before the temple, intending

to make his attacks in the same manner as didPompey ; so

he encompassed the place with three bulwarks, and erected

towers, and employed a great many hands about the work,

and cut down the trees that were round about the city ; and

when hehad appointed proper persons to oversee the works,

even while the army lay before the city, he himself wentto

Samaria to complete his marriage, and to take to wife the

daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus ; for he had

betrothed her already, as I have before related.
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CHAPTER XVI.

HOWHEROD, WHEN HE HAD MARRIED MARIAMNÉ, TOOK JERU-

SALEM, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF SOCIUS , BY FORCE ; AND

HOW THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ASMONEADS WAS PUT AN

END TO.

1. AFTER the wedding was over, came Sosius through

Phoenicia, having sent out his army before him over the mid-

land parts. He also, who was their commander, came him-

self, with a great number of horsemen and footmen. The

king also came himself from Samaria, andbrought with him

no small army besides that which was there before, for they

were about thirty thousand ; and they all met together atthe

walls of Jerusalem, and encamped at the north wall of the

city, being now an army of eleven legions, armed men on

foot, and six thousand horsemen, with other auxiliaries out

of Syria. The generals were two, Sosius sent by Antony to

assist Herod, and Herod on his ownaccount, in order to take

the governmentfrom Antigonus, who was declared an enemy

at Rome, and that he might himself be king, according to

the decree of the senate.

2. Now the Jews that were enclosed within the walls of

the city, fought against Herod, with great alacrity and zeal ,

(forthe whole nation was gatheredtogether ; ) they alsogave

out many prophecies, about the temple, and many things

agreeable to the people, as if God would deliver them out

of the dangers they were in : they had also carried off what

was out of the city, that they might not leave any thing to

afford sustenance either for men, or for beasts : and by pri-

vate robberies, they made the want of necessaries greater.

When Herod understood this, he opposed ambushes in the

fittest places against their private robberies, and he sent out

legions of armed men to bring in provisions, and that from

remote places, so that in a little time they had great plenty

of provisions. Nowthe three bulwarks were easily erected,

because so many handswere continually at work upon it ; for

it was summer time, and there was nothing to hinder them

in raising their works, neither from the air, nor from the

workmen so they brought their engines to bear, and shook

the walls of the city, and tried all manner of ways toget in ;

yet did not those within discover any fear, butthey also con-

trived not a few engines to oppose their engines withal. They

also sallied out, and burnt not only those engines that were

not yet perfected, but those that were ; and when they came

hand tohand, their attempts were not less bold than those of

theRomans, though they were behind them in skill. They

:

S

C

S



OF THE JEWS. 193

also erected new works when the former were ruined ; and

making mines under ground,they met each other, and fought

there, and making use of brutish courage, rather than of pru-

dent valour, they persisted in this war to the very last ; and

this they did while a mighty army lay round about them, and

while they were distressed by famine, and the want of neces-

saries, for this happened to be a Sabbatic year. The first

that scaled the walls were twenty chosen men ; the next

were Sosius' centurions, for the first wall was taken in forty

days, and the second in fifteen more, when some of the clois-

ters that were about the temple were burnt ; which Herod

gave out to have been burntby Antigonus, in order to expose

him to the hatred of the Jews . And when the outer court

ofthe temple, and the lower city, were taken, the Jews fled

into the inner court of the temple, and in the upper city ;

but now, fearing lest the Romans should hinder them from

offering their daily sacrifices to God, they sent an embassage,

and desired that they would only permit them to bring in

beasts for sacrifices, which Herod granted, hoping they were

going to yield but when he saw that they did nothing of

what he supposed, but bitterly opposed him, in orderto pre-

serve the kingdom to Antigonus, he made an assault uponthe

city, andtook itby storm ; andnowall parts were full ofthose

that were slain, by the rage ofthe Romans at the long dura-

tion of the siege, and by the zeal of the Jews that were on

Herod's side, who were not willingto leave one of their adver

sariesalive : so they were murdered continually inthe narrow

streets, and in the houses by crowds, and as they were flying

to the temple for shelter, and there was no pity taken of

either infants, or the aged, nor did they spare so much asthe

weakersex ; nay, although the king sent about, and besought

them to spare the people, yet nobody restrained their hand

from slaughter, but, as ifthey were a company of madmen,

they fell upon persons of all ages, without distinction ; and

then Antigonus, without regard to either his past or present

circumstances, came down from the citadel , and fell down at

the feet of Sosius, who took no pity of him, in the change of

his fortune, but insulted him beyond measure, and called him

Antigone, [i. e. a woman, and not a man ;] yet did he not

treat him as ifhe were awoman, by letting himgo at liberty,

but put him into bonds, and kept him in close custody.

3. And now Herod having overcome his enemies, his care

was to govern those foreigners who had been his assistants,

for the crowd of strangers rushed to see the temple, and the

sacred things in the temple ; but the king, thinking a victory

to be a more severe affliction than a defeat, if any of those

Vol. III. 17
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things which it was not lawful to see , should beseen bythem,

used entreaties and reasonings, and even sometimes force

itself, to restrain them. He also prohibited the ravage that

was made in the city, and many times asked Sosius whether

the Romans could empty the city both of women and men,

and leave him king of a desert? and told him, thathe es-

teemed the dominion over thewhole hab.table earth asbyno

means an equivalent satisfaction for sucu amurder ofhis citi-

zens and when he said that this plunder was justly to be

permitted the soldiers, for the siege they had undergone, he

replied, that hewould give every one their reward out of his

own money, and by this means he redeemed what remained

of the city from destruction, and he performed what he had

promised him, for he gave a noble present to every soldier,

and a proportionable present to theircommanders, but a most

royal present to Sosius himself till they all went away full of

money.

4. This destruction befell the city of Jerusalem when

Marcus Agrippa and Caninius Gallus were consuls of Rome,

in the hundred eighty and fifth Olympiad, in the third month

on the solemnity of the fast, as if a periodical revolution of

calamities had returned, since that which befell the Jews

under Pompey, for the Jews were taken byhim onthe same

day, andthis was after twenty-seven years' time.* So when

* Note here, that Josephus fully and frequently assures, that there

passed above three years between Herod's first obt ining the kingdom

at Rome, and his second obtaining it at the taking of Jerusalem, and

death of Antigonus. The present history ofthis interval twice mentions

the army's going into winter-quarters, which perhaps belonged to two

several winters, c. xv. sec. 3, 4. and though Josephus says nothing how

long they lay in those quarters, yet does he give such an account ofthe

long and studied delays of Ventidius, Silo, and Macherus, who were o

seeHerod settled in his new kingdom, (but seem not to have had suffi-

cient forces for that purpose, and were for certain, all corrupted byAn-

tigonustomakethe longest delays possible,)and give us such particular

accounts of the many great actions of Herod's during the same interval,

as fairly imply that interval, before Herod went to Samosata, to have

been very considerable. However, what is wanting in Josephus, is fully

suppliedbyMoses Chorenensis, the Armenian historian , in his historyof

the same interval, B. ii. c xviii. where he directly assures us, that Ti-

granes, thenking of Armenia, and the principal manager ofthis Parthian

war, reigned two years after Herod was made king at Rome, and yet

Antony did not hear of his death, in that very neighbourhood, at Ša-

mosata, till he was come thither to besiege it ; after which, Herod

brought him an army, which was 340 miles march, and though a diffi-

cult country, full of enemies also, and joined with him in the siege of

Samosata, till that city was taken ; then Herod and Sosius marched

back with their large armies the same number of 340 miles, and when,

in a little time, they sat down to besiege Jerusalem, they were not able
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Sosius had dedicated a crown of gold to God, he marched

away from Jerusalem, and carried Antigonus with him in

bonds to Antony: but Herod was afraid lest Antigonus should

be kept in prison [only] by Antony, and that when he was

carried to Rome by him, he might get his cause to be heard

bythe senate, and might demonstrate, as he was himselfof

the royal blood, and Herod but a private man, that therefore

it belonged to his sons however to have the kingdom, on

account of the family they were of, in case he had himself

offended the Romans by what he had done. Out of Herod's

fear of this, it was, that he , by giving Antony a great deal of

money, endeavoured to persuade him to have Antigonus

slain, which if it were once done , he should be free from that

fear. Andthus did thegovernment of the Asmoneans cease, a

hundred and twenty-six years after it was first set up. This

family was a splendid and an illustrious one, both on account

of the nobility of their stock, and of the dignity of the high-

priesthood, as also for the glorious actions their ancestors

had performed for our nation : but these men lost the govern-

ment by their dissensions one with another, and it came to

Herodthe son of Antipater, who was of no more than a vul-

gar family, and of no eminent extraction, but one that was

subject to other kings : and this is what history tells us was

the end ofthe Asmonean family.

totake it but by a siege of five months. All which put together, fully

supplies what is wanting in Josephus, and securesthe entire chronology

of these times beyond contradiction.
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BOOK XV.

CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 18 YEARS.

[From the death of Antigonus to the finishing of the temple by Herod. ]

CHAPTER I.

CONCERNING POLLIO AND SAMEAS. HEROD SLAYS THE PRIN-

CIPAL OF ANTIOGONUS' FRIENDS , AND SPOILS THE CITY OF

ITS WEALTH. ANTONY BEHEADS ANTIGONUS.

1. How Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem by force ; and

besides that, how they took Antigonus captive, has been re-

lated by us in the foregoing book. We will now proceed in

the narration. And since Herod had now the government of

all Judea put into his hands, he promoted such ofthe private

men in the city as had been of his party, but never left off

avenging and punishing every day those that had chosen to

be of the party of his enemies : but Pollio, the Pharisee, and

Sameas, a disciple of his, were honoured by him above all

the rest ; for when Jerusalem was besieged, they advised the

citizens to receive Herod, for which advice they were well

requited but this Pollio, at the time when Herod was once

uponthe trial oflife and death, foretold in way of reproach,

to Hyrcanus and the other judges, how this Herod, whom

they suffered now to escape , would afterwards inflict punish-

ment on them all ; which had its completion in time, while

God fulfilled the words he had spoken.

:

2. At this time, Herod, now he had got Jerusalem under

his power, carried off all the royal ornaments, and spoiled the

wealthy men ofwhat they had gotten ; and when by these

means, he had heaped together a great quantity of silver

and gold, he gave it alsoto Antony, and his friends thatwere

about him. He also slew forty-five ofthe principal men of

Antigonus' party, andset guards at the gates of the city, that

nothing might be carried out together withtheirdead bodies.

They also searched the dead ; and whatsoever was found

either of silver, or gold, or other treasure, it was carried to

the king: nor was there any end of the miseries he brought

upon them ; and this distress was in part occasioned bythe

covetousness of the prince regnant, who was still in want of
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more, andin part, bythe Sabbatic year, whichwas still going

on, and forced the country to lie still uncultivated, since we

are forbiddentosow our land in that year. Nowwhen Antony

had received Antigonus as his captive, he determined to

keep him against his triumph ; but when he heard that the

nation grew seditious, and that out of their hatred to Herod

they continued to bear good-will to Antigonus, he resolved to

behead him at Antioch, for otherwise, the Jews could no way

be brought to be quiet. And Strabo of Cappadocia attests

to what I have said,when he thus speaks : " Antony ordered

Antigonus the Jew to be brought to Antioch, and there to be

beheaded; and this Antony seems to metohave been the very

first man who beheaded a king, as supposing he could no

other way bend the minds ofthe Jews, so as to receive He-

rod , whom he had made king in his stead, for by no torments

could they be forced to call him king, so great fondness they

had to their former king ; so he thought that this dishonour-

able death would diminish the value they had for Antigonus'

memory, and at the same time would diminish the hatred

they bare to Herod." Thus far Strabo.
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CHAPTER II.

HOW HYRCANUS WAS SET AT LIBERTY BY THE PARTHIANS ,

AND RETURNED TO HEROD ; AND WHAT ALEXANDRA DID,

WHEN SHE HEARD THAT ANANELUS WAS MADE HIGH-PRIEST.

1. Now after Herod was in possession of the kingdom ,

Hyrcanus the high-priest, who was then captive among the

Parthians, came to him again, and was set free from his cap-

tivity, in the manner following : Barzapharnes and Pacorus,

the generals of the Parthians, took Hyrcanus, who was first

made high-priest , and afterwards king, and Herod's brother,

Phasaelus, captives, and were carrying them awayinto Pa-

thia. Phasaelus indeed could not bear the reproach of le-

ing in bonds, and thinking that death, with glory, was beter

than any life whatsoever, he became his own executioner as

I have formerly related.

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia, the king

Phraates treated him after a very gentle manner, as having

already learned of what an illustrious family he was ; on

which account he set him free from his bonds, andgave him

a habitation at Babylon* where there were Jews in geat

* The city here called Babylon by Josephus, seems to be one which

was built by some of the Seleucide upon the Tigris, which, long after

the utter desolation of old Babylon, was commonly so called, and I sip

Vol. III. 17*
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numbers. These Jews honoured Hyrcanus as their high-

priest and king ; as did all the Jewish nation that dwelt as

far as Euphrates : which respect was very muchto his satis-

faction. But when he was informed that Herod had received

the kingdom, new hopes came upon him, as having been

himself still of akind disposition toward him ; and expect-

ing that Herod would bear in mind what favour he had re-

ceived from him, and when he was upon his trial, andwhen

he was in danger that a capital sentence would be pro-

nounced against him, he delivered him from that danger, and

from all punishment. Accordingly, he talked of that matter

with theJews that came often to him with great affection ;

butthey endeavoured to retain him among them, and desired

that he would stay with them, putting him in mind of the

kind offices and honours they did him, and that those ho-

nours they paid him were not at all inferior to what they

could pay either to their high-priests or their kings ; and

what was a greater motive to determine him, they said, was

this , that he could not have those dignities [ in Judea] be-

cause of that naim in his body, which had been inflicted on

him by Antigonus ; and that kings do not use to requite

men for those kindnesses which they received when they

were private persons, the height of their fortune making

usually no small changes in them.

3. Now, although they suggested these arguments to him

for his own advantage, yet did Hyrcanus still desire to de-

part. Herod also wrote to him, and persuaded him to desire

of Phraates, and the Jews that were there, that they should

not grudge him the royal authority, which he should have

jointly with himself, for that now was the proper time for

himselfto make him amends for the favours he had received

from him, as having been brought up by him, and saved by

him also, as well as for Hyrcanus to receive it. And as he

wrote this to Hyrcanus , so did he send also Saramallas, his

anbassador, to Phraates, and many presents with him, and

desired him, in the most obliging way, that he would be no

hindrance to his gratitude toward his benefactor. But this

zea of Herod's did not flow from that principle, but because

he lad been made governor of that country, without having

anyjust claim to it, he was afraid, and that upon reasons

good enough, of a change in his condition, and somade what

haste he could to get Hyrcanus into his power, or indeed to

puthim quite out of the way ; which last thing he compassed

afterwards .

posenot far from Seleucia ; just as the latter adjoining city Bagdat has

bee , and is often called bythe same old name of Babylon till this,

very day
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4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus, came full of assurance,

by the permission of the king of Parthia, and atthe expense

of the Jews, who supplied him withmoney, Herod received

him with all possible respect, and gave him the upper place

at public meetings, and set him above all the rest at feasts,

and thereby deceived him. He called him his father : and

endeavoured by all the ways possible, that he might have no

suspicion of any treacherous design against him. He also

did other things in order to secure his government, which

yet occasioned a sedition in bis own family ; for being cau-

tious how he made any illustrious person the high-priest of

God, he sent for an obscure priest out of Babylon , whose

name was Ananelus, and bestowed the high-priesthood upon

him .*

5. However, Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and

wife of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus the king, who bad

also brought Alexander [two] children, could not bear this

indignity. Now, this son was one of the greatest comeliness,

and was called Aristobulus ; and the daughter Mariamne,

was married to Herod, and eminent for her beauty also.

This Alexandia was much disturbed , and took this indignity

offered to her son exceeding ill, that while he was alive, any

one else should be sent for to have the dignity of the high-

priesthood conferred upon him. Accordingly, she wrote to

Cleopatra, (a musician assisting her, taking care to haveher

letters carried,) to desire her intercession with Antony, in

order to gain the high-priesthood for her son.

6. But as Antony was slow in granting this request, his

friend Delliust came into Judea upon some affairs , and when

he saw Aristobulus, he stood in admiration at the tallness and

handsomeness of the child, and no less at Mariamne, the

king's wife, and was open in his commendations of Alexan-

dra, as the mother ofmost beautiful children : and when she

* Here we have an eminent example of Herod's worldly and pro-

fane politics, when by the abuse of his unlawful and usurped power, to

make whom he pleased high-priest, in the person of Ananelus, he oc-

casioned such disturbances in his kingdom, and in his own family, as

suffered him to enjoy no lasting peace or tranquillity ever afterwards ;

and such is frequently the effect of profane court- politics about matters

ofreligion in other ages and nations. The Old Testament is full ofthe

miseries ofthe people of the Jews, derived from such court politics, es-

pecially in and after the days ofJeroboam, the son ofNebat, who made

Israel to sin; who gave the most pernicious example of it ; who brought

on the grossest corruption of religion by it ; and the punishment of

whose family for it was most remarkable. The case is too well known

to stand in need of particular citation .

"

Of this wicked 'Dellius, see the note on the War, B. i. c. xv. sec.

2. vol. v.
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cameto discourse withhim, he persuaded her to get pictures

drawn ofthem both, and to send them to Antony, for that

when he sawthem, he would deny her nothing that she should

ask. Accordingly, Alexandra was elevated with thesewords

of his, and sent the pictures to Antony. Dellius also talked

extravagantly and said, " that these children seemednot de-

rived from men, but from some god or other." His design

in doing so was to entice Autony into lewd pleasures with

them, who was ashamed to send for the damsel, as beingthe

wife ofHerod, and avoided it, because ofthe reproaches he

should have from Cleopatra on that account, but he sent in

the most decent manner he could, for the young man ; but

added this withal. "Unless he thought it hard upon him so

to do." When this letter was brought to Herod , he did not

think it safe for him to send one so nandsome as was Aristo-

bulus, in the prime of his life, for he was sixteen years of

age, and of sonoble a family, and particularly not to Antony,

the principal man among the Romans, and one that would

abusehim inhis amours, and besides, one thatopenly indulged

himself in such pleasures, ashis power allowed him, without

control. He therefore wrote back to him, tna " if this boy

should only go out ofthe country, all would be in a state of

war and uproar, because the Jews were in hopes of a change

in the government, and to have another king over them ."

7. When Herod had thus excused himself to Antony, he

resolved that he would not entirely permit the child, or Al-

exandra, to be treated dishonourably : but his wife Mari-

amne lay vehemently at him to restore the high-priesthood

to her brother, and he judged it was for his advantage so to

do, because if he once had that dignity he could not go out

of the country. So he called his friends together, and told

them, that " Alexandra privately conspired against his royal

authority, and endeavoured, by the means of Cleopatra, so to

bring it about, that he might be deprived of thegovernment,

and that by Antony's means this youthmight have the man-

agement of public affairs in his stead ; and that this proce-

dure of her's was unjust, since she would at the same time

deprive her daughter of the dignity she nowhad, and would

bring disturbances upon the kingdom , for which he had taken

a great deal of pains, and had gotten it with extraordinary

hazards ; that yet, while he well remembered her wicked

practices, he would not leave off doing what was right him-

self,but would even nowgive the youth the high-priesthood :

and that he formerly set up Ananelus, because Aristobulus

was then so very young a child. Now, when he had said

this, not at random, but as he thought, with the best direc-
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tion hehad, in order to deceive the women, and those friends

whom he had taken to consult withal, Alexandra, out ofthe

great joy she had at this unexpected promise, and out of fear

from the suspicions she lay under, fell a weeping ; and made

the following apology for herself, and said, that " as to the

[high] priesthood, she was very muchconcerned for the dis-

grace her son was under, and so did her utmost endeavours

to procure it for him, but that as to the kingdom, she had

made no attempts, and that if it were offered her [for her

son, ] she would not accept it ; and that now she would be

satisfied with her son's dignity, while he himself held the

civil government, and she had thereby the security that arose

from his peculiar ability in governing, to all the remainder

of her family ; that she was now overcome by his benefits,

and thankfully accepted of this honour showedbyhimonher

son , and that she would hereafter be entirely obedient : and

she desired him to excuse her , if the nobility of her family,

and that freedom of acting which she thought that allowed

her, had made her act too precipitately and imprudently ir.

this matter." So when they had spoken thus to one ano-

ther, they came to an agreement, and all suspicions , so far as

appeared, were vanished away.

CHAPTER III.

HOW HEROD, UPON HIS MAKING ARISTOBULUS HIGH-PRIEST,

TOOK CARE THAT HE SHOULD BE MURDERED IN A LITTLE

TIME AND WHAT APOLOGY HE MADE TO ANTONY ABOUT

ARISTOBULUS : AS ALSO CONCERNING JOSEPH AND MARIAM-

NE.

1. So king Herod immediately took the high-priesthood

away from Ananelus, who, as he said before, was not of his

country, but one of those Jews that had been carried captive

beyond Euphrates ; for there were not a few ten thousands

ofhis people, that had been carried captives, and dwelt about.

Babylonia, whence Ananelus came . He was one of the stock

of the high-priests, and had been of old a particular friend

of Herod and when he was first made king, he confirmed

that dignity upon him, and now put him out of it again, in

order to quiet the troubles in his family, though what he did

was plainly unlawful , for at no other time [of old] was any

one that had once been in that dignity, deprived of it. * It

:

* WhenJosephus says here, that this Ananelus, the new high-priest,

wasofthe stock of the high-priests, and since he had been just telling us

that he was a priest ofan obscure family or character, c. ii, sec. 4, it is
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was Antiochus Epiphanes who first brake that law, and de-

prived Jesus, and made his brother Onias high-priest in his

stead. Aristobulus was the second that did so, and took that

dignityfromhis brother [ Hyrcanus ; ] and this Herod was the

third who took that high office away [ from Ananelus , ] and

gave it to this young man, Aristobulus, in his stead.

2. And now Herod seemed to have healed the division in

his family : yet was he not without suspicion, asis frequently

the case of people seeming to be reconciled to one another,

but thought, that as Alexandra had already made attempts

tending to innovations, so did he fear that she would go on

therein, ifshe found a fit opportunity for so doing : so he gave

command, that she should dwell in the palace, and meddle

with no public affairs : her guards also were so careful , that

nothing she did in private life , every day, was concealed. All

these hardships put her out of patience by little and little , and

she began to hate Herod ; for as she had the pride ofa woman

to the utmost degree, she had great indignation at this suspi-

cious guard that was about her, as desirous rather to undergo

any thing that could befall her, than to be deprived of her

liberty of speech, and , under the notion of an honoraryguard,

to live in a state of slavery and terror : she therefore sent to

Cleopatra, and made a long complaint of the circumstances

she was in, and entreated her to do her utmost for her as-

sistance . Cleopatra hereupon advised her to take her son

with her, and come away immediately to her into Egypt.

This advice pleased her ; and she had this contrivance for

getting away she got two coffins made, as if they were to

carry away two dead bodies, and put herself into one, and

her son into the other, and gave orders to such of her ser-

vants, as knew of her intentions, to carry them away in the

night time. Now their road was to be thence to the seaside ,

and there was a ship ready to carry them into Egypt. Now

Aesop, one of her servants, happened to fall upon Sabbion,

one of her friends , and spake of this matter to him, as think-

ing he had known of it before. When Sabbion knew this,

(who had formerly been an enemy of Herod, and been es-

not at all probable that he could so soon say that he was ofthe stock of

the high-priests. However, Josephus here makes a remarkable observa-

tion, that this Ananelus was the third that was ever unjustly and wick-

edly turned out ofthe high-priesthood by the civil power, no king or go-
vernor having ventured to do so, that Josephus knew of, but that hea-

then tyrant and persecutor Antiochus Epiphanes ; that barbarous par-

ricide Aristobulus, the first that took royal authority among the Mac-

cabees; and this tyrant king Herod the Great, although afterwards that

infamous practice became frequent, till the very destruction of Jerusa-

lern, when the office of high-priest was at anend.
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teemed one of those that laid snares for, andgave the poison

to [ his father] Antipater, ) he expected that this discovery

would change Herod's hatred into kindness, so he told the

king of this private stratagem of Alexandra's : whereupon,

he suffered her to proceed to the execution of her project,

and caught her in the very fact , but still he passed by her

offence ; and though he had a great mind to do it, he durst

not inflict any thing that was severe upon her, for he knew.

that Cleopatra would not bear that he should have her ac-

cused, on account of her hatred to him, but made a show as

if it were rather the generosity of his soul, and his great mo-

deration, that made him forgive them . However, he fully

proposed to himself to put this young man outofthe wayby

one means or other : but he thought he might in probability

be better concealed in doing it, ifhe did it not presently, nor

immediately after what had lately happened.

3. And now, upon the approach of the feast of taberna-

cles, which is a festival very much observed among us, he

let those days pass over, and both he and the rest of the peo-

ple were therein very merry ; yet did the envy which at this

time arose in him , cause himto make haste to do what he was

about, and provoke him to it ; for when this youth Aristo-

bulus, who was now inthe seventeenth year of his age,* went

up to the altar, according to the law, to offer the sacrifices,

and this withthe ornaments ofhis high- priesthood, and when

he performed the sacred offices he seemed to be exceeding

comely, and taller than men usually were at that age, and to

exhibit in his countenance a great deal of that high family

he was sprung from, and a warm zeal and affection toward

him appeared among the people ; and the memory of the ac-

tions of his grandfather Aristobulus, was fresh in their minds;

and their affections got so farthe mastery ofthem, that they

could not forbear to showtheir inclinations to him. They at

once rejoiced, and were confounded , and mingled withgood

wishes their joyful acclamations, which they made to him ,

till the good-will of the multitude was made too evident, and

they more rashly proclaimed the happiness they had re-

ceived from his family than was fit under a monarchy to have

done. Upon all this , Herod resolved to complete what he had

intended against the young man. When therefore the fes-

tival was over, and he was feasting at Jerichof with Alexan-

* This entirely confutes the Talmudist, who pretend that no one un-

der twenty years of age should officiate as high-priest among the Jews.

A Hebrew chronicle, cited by Reland, says, this drowning was at

Jordan, not at Jericho, and this even when he quotes Josephus. I sus-

pect the transcriber of the Hebrew chronicle mistook the name, and

wrote Jordan for Jericho.
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dra, who entertained them there, he was then very pleasant

with the young man, and drew him into a lonely place, and

at the same time played with him in a juvenile and ludi-

crous manner. Now the nature of that place was hotter than

ordinary so that they went in a body,and of a sudden, and

in a vein of madness, and as they stood by the fish ponds , of

which there were large ones about the house, they went to

cool themselves [ by bathing,] because it was in the midst

of a hot day. At first they were only spectators ofHerod's

servants and acquaintance as they were swimming , but after

a while, the young man, at the instigation of Herod, went

intothe water among them, while such of Herod's acquaint-

ance, as he had appointed to do it , dipped him, as he was

swimming, and plunged him under water, in the dark ofthe

evening, as if it had been done in sport only, nor did they

desist until he was entirely suffocated ; and thus was Aristo-

bulus murdered , having lived no more in all than eighteen

years, and kept the high-priesthood one year only : which

high-priesthood Ananelus now recovered again.

*

4. When this sad accident was told the women, theirjoy

was soon changed to lamentation, at the sight of the dead

body that lay before them, and their sorrow was immoderate.

The city also [of Jerusalem, ] upon the spreading of this

news, were in very great grief, every family looking on the

calamity, as if it had not belonged to another, butthat one of

themselves was slain ; but Alexandra was more deeply af-

fected, upon her knowledge that he had been destroyed [on

purpose. Her sorrow was greater than that of others, by

her knowing how the murder was committed, but she was

under a necessity ofbearing upunder it, out of her prospect

of a greater mischief that might otherwise follow ; and she

oftentimes came to an inclination to kill herselfwith her own

hand, but still she restrained herself, in hopes sne might live

long enough to revenge the unjust murder thus privately com-

mitted ; nay, she farther resolved to endeavour to live longer,

and to give no occasion to think she suspected that her son

was slain on purpose, and supposed that she might thereby

be in a capacity of revenging it at a proper opportunity.

Thus did she restrain herself, that she might not be noted

for entertaining any such suspicion. However, Herod en-

deavoured that none abroad should believe that the child's

The reading of one of Josephus' Greek MSS. seems here to be

right, that Aristobuluswas not eighteen years old when hewasdrowned,

for he was not seventeen when he was made high-priest, chap. ii. sec.

6. chap. iii. sec. 3, and he continued in that office but one year, as in
the place before us.
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death was caused by any design ofhis ; andfor this purpose

he did not only use the ordinary signs of sorrow, but fell into

tears, also, and exhibited a real confusion ofsoul : and per-

haps his affections were overcome on this occasion, when he

saw the child's countenance so young, and so beautiful,

although his death were supposed to tendto his own security ;

so far at least this grief served as to make some apology for

him ; and as for his funeral,that he took care should be very

magnificent, by making great preparation for a sepulchre to

lay his body in, and providing a great quantity of spices, and

buryingmany ornaments together withhim, till the very wo-

men, who were in such deep sorrow, were astonished at it,

and received in this way some consolation.

5. However, no such things could overcome Alexandra's

grief; butthe remembrance of this miserable case made her

sorrow both deep and obstinate. Accordingly, she wrote an

account of this treacherous scene to Cleopatra, and how her

sonwas murdered ; but Cleopatra, as she had formerlybeen

desirous to give her what satisfaction she could, and com-

miserating Alexandra's misfortunes, made the case her own,

and would not let Antony be quiet, but excited him to punish

the child's murder ; for that it was an unworthy thing that

Herod, who had been by him made king of a kingdom that

no way belonged to him, should be guilty of such horrid

crimes, against those that were of the royal blood in reality.

Antony was persuaded by these arguments ; and when he

came to Laodicea, he sent and commanded Herod to come

and make his defence, as to what he had done to Aristobu-

lus, for that such a treacherous design was not well done, if

he had any hand in it. Herod was now in fear, both of the

accusation, and of Cleopatra's ill-will to him, which was

such, that she was ever endeavouring to make Antony hate

him. He therefore determined to obey his summons, for he

had no possible way to avoid it : so he left his uncle Joseph,

procurator for his government, and for the public affairs , and

gave him a private charge, that if Antony should kill him,

he also should kill Mariamne immediately, for that hehad a

tender affection for this his wife, andwas afraid ofthe injury

that should be offered him, if, after his death, she, for her

beauty, should be engaged to some other man : but his inti-

mation was nothing but this at the bottom, that Antony had

fallen in love with her, when he had formerly heard some-

what of her beauty. So when Herod had givenJoseph this

charge, and had indeed no sure hope of escaping with his

life , he went away to Antony.

VOL. III. 18
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6. But as Joseph was administering the public affairs of

the kingdom, and for that reason was very frequently with

Mariamne, both because his business required it, and because

of the respects he ought to pay to the queen, he frequently

let himself into discourses about Herod's kindness, andgreat

affection toward her ; and when the women, especially Al-

exandra, used to turn his discourses into feminine raillery.

Joseph was so over desirous to demonstrate the king's in-

clinations, that he proceeded so far as to mention the charge

he had received, and thence drew his demonstrations, that

Herod was not able to live without her ; and that ifhe should

come to any ill end, he could not endure a separation from

her, even after he was dead. Thus spake Joseph. Butthe

women, as was natural , did not take this to be an instance of

Herod's strong affection forthem, but ofhis severe usage of

them, that they could not escape destruction, nor a tyranni-

cal death, even when he was dead himself, and this saying

[of Joseph's] was a foundation for the women's severe sus-

picions of him afterwards .

7. At this time a report went about the city Jerusalem ,

among Herod's enemies, that Antony had tortured Herod,

and put him to death. This report, as is natural , disturbed

those that were about the palace, but chiefly the women ;

uponwhich Alexandra endeavoured to persuade Joseph to

go out of the palace , and fly away withthem to the ensigns

of the Roman legion , which then lay encamped about the

city, as a guard to the kingdom, under the command of Ju-

lius for that by this means, if any disturbance should hap-

pen about the palace, they should be in a greater security,

as having the Romans favourable to them ; and that besides,

they hoped to obtain the highest authority, ifAntony did but

once seeMariamne, by whose means they should recoverthe

kingdom, and want nothing which was reasonable for them

to hope for, because of their royal extraction.

8. But as they were in the midst of these deliberations,

letters were brought from Herod about all his affairs, and

proved contrary to the report, and of what they before ex-

pected ; for when he was come to Antony, he soon recovered

his interest with him bythe presents he made him, which he

had brought with him from Jerusalem, and he soon induced

him , upon discoursing with him, to leave off his indignation

at him, so that Cleopatra's persuasions had less force than

the arguments and presents he brought, to regain his friend-

ship : for Antony said, that " it was not good to require an

account of the king, as to the affairs of his government, for

at this rate he could be no king at all, but thatthose whohad



OF THE JEWS.
207

given him that authority ought to permit him to make use

of it." He also said the same thing to Cleopatra, that it

would be best for her not busily to meddle with the acts of

the king's government. Herod wrote an account of these

things : and " enlarged upon the other honours which he had

received from Antony : howhe sat by him at his hearing

causes, and took his diet with him every day, and that he en-

joyed those favours from him, notwithstanding the reproaches

that Cleopatra so severely laid against him, who, having a

great desire of his country, and earnestly entreating Antony

that the kingdom might be given to her, laboured with her

utmost diligence to have himout ofthe way; but that he still

found Antony just to him , and had no longer any apprehen-

sions of hard treatment from him ; and that he was soon

upon his return, with a firmer additional assurance of his fa

vour to him, in his reigning and managing public affairs ,

and that there was no longer any hope for Cleopatra's co-

vetous temper, since Antony had given her Colosyria, in

stead ofwhat she desired, by which means he at once paci

fied her, and got clear of the entreaties which she made him

to have Judea bestowed upon her."

9. When these letters were brought, the women left off

their attempt for flying to the Romans, which they thought

of while Herod was supposed to be dead ; yet was not that

purpose oftheirs a secret ; but when the king had conducted

Antony on his way against the Parthians, he returned to Ju-

dea, when both his sister Salome, and his mother, informed

him ofAlexandra's intentions. Salome also added somewhat

fartheragainstJoseph, though it were no morethan acalumny,

that he had often had criminal conversation with Mariamne.

The reason of her saying so was this, that she for a long

time bore her ill-will , for when they had differences with one

another, Mariamne took great freedoms, and reproached the

rest forthe meanness oftheirbirth. ButHerod, whose affection

to Mariamne was always very warm, was presently disturbed

at this, and could not bear the torments ofjealousy, but was

still restrained from doing any rash thing to her, bythe love

he had for her; yet did this vehement affection and jealousy

together make him ask Mariamne by herself about this mat-

ter ofJoseph : but she denied it upon her oath, and said all

that an innocent woman could possibly say in her own de-

fence, so that, by little and little, the king was prevailed

uponto drop the suspicion, and left off his anger at her ; and

being overcome with his passion for his wife, he made an

apology to her for having seemed to believe what he had

heard about her, and returned her a great many acknowledg-
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ments ofher modest behaviour, and professed the extraordi-

nary affection and kindness he had for her, till at last, as is

usual between lovers, theyboth fell into tears, and embraced

one another with a most tender affection. But as the king

gave more and more assurances of his belief of her fidelity,

and endeavoured to draw her to a little confidence in him,

Mariamne said, " Yet was not that command thou gavest,

that if any harm came to thee from Antony, I who had been

no occasion of it, should perish with thee, a sign of thy love

to me." When these words were fallen from her, the king

was shocked at them, and presently let her go out of his

arms, and cried out, and tore his hair with his own hands,

and said, that now he had an evident demonstration that

Josephhad had criminal conversation with his wife, for that

he would never have uttered what he had told him alone by

himself, unless there had been such a great familiarity and

firm confidence between them." And while he was in this

passion, he had like to have killed his wife : but being still

overborne by his love to her, he restrained this his passion ,

though not without a lasting grief and disquietness of mind.

However, he gave order to slayJoseph, without permitting

him to come into his sight : and as for Alexandra, he bound

her, and kept her in custody, as the cause ofall this mischief.

66

CHAPTER IV.

HOW CLEOPATRA, WHEN SHE HAD GOTTEN FROM ANTONY SOME

PARTS OF JUDEA AND ARABIA, CAME INTO JUDEA ; AND HOW

HERODGAVE HER MANY PRESENTS, AND CONDUCTED HER ON

HERWAY BACK TO EGYPT.

1. Now at this time the affairs of Syria were in confusion,

by Cleopatra's constant persuasions to Antony to make an

attempt on every body's dominions ; for she persuaded him

to take those dominions away from their several princes, and

bestowthem upon her ; and she had a mighty influenceupon

him, by reason of his being enslaved to her by his affections.

She was also by nature very covetous, and stuck at no wick-

edness. She had already poisoned her brother, because she

knewthat he was to be kingof Egypt, and this when he was

but fifteen years old ; and she got her sister Arsinoe to be

slain, bythe means of Antony, when she was a supplicant at

Diana's temple at Ephesus ; for if there were but any hopes

of getting money, she would violate both temples and sepul-

chres. Nor was there any holy place, that was esteemedthe

most inviolable, from which she would not fetch the orna,
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ments ithad in it ; nor any place so profane, but was to suf-

fer the most flagitious treatment possible fromher, if it could

but contribute somewhat to the covetous humour of this

wicked creature : yet did not all this suffice so extravagant

awoman, who was a slave to her lusts, but she still imagined

that she wanted every thing she could think of, and did her

utmost to gain it ; for which reason she hurried Antony on

perpetually to deprive others of their dominions , and give

them toher. And as she went over Syria with him, she con-

trived to get it into her possession ; sohe slew Lysanias, the

son of Ptolemy, accusing him of his bringing the Parthians

upon those countries. She also petitioned Antony to give

her Judea and Arabia ; and in order thereto, desired him to

take these countries away from their present governors. As

for Antony, he was so entirely overcome bythis woman, that

one would not think that her conversation only could do it,

but that he was some way or other bewitched to do whatso-

ever she would have him ; yet did the grossest parts of her

injustice make him so ashamed, that he would not always

hearken to her, to do those flagrant enormities she would

have persuaded him to. That therefore he might not to-

tally deny her, nor by doing every thing that she enjoined

him, appear openly to be an ill man, he took some parts of

each of those countries away from their former governors,

andgave them to her. Thushe gave herthe cities that were

within the river Eleutherus, as far as Egypt, excepting Tyre

and Sidon, which he knew to have been free cities from their

ancestors, although she pressed him very often to bestow

those on her also.

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and had ac-

companied Antony in this expedition to Armenia, as far as

Euphrates, she returned back, and came to Apamia and Da-

mascus, and passed on to Judea, where Herod met her, and

farmed of her her parts of Arabia, and those revenues that

came to her from the region about Jericho. This country

bears that balsam, which is the most precious drug that is

there, and grows there alone. The place bears also palm-

trees, both many in number, and those excellentin theirkind.

When shewas there, and was very often with Herod, she en-

deavoured to have criminal conversation with the king : nor

did she affect secrecy in the indulgence of such sort of plea-

sures ; and perhaps she had insome measure a passionoflove

to him, or rather, what is most probable, she laid a treache-

rous snare for him ; by aiming to obtain such adulterous

conversation from him : however, upon thewhole, she seemed

Vol. III 18*
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overcome with love to him. Now, Herodhad agreat while

borne no good-will to Cleopatra, as knowing that she was a

woman irksome to all ; and at that time he thoughther par-

ticularly worthy of his hatred, if this attempt proceeded out

oflust: he had also thought of preventing her intrigues by

putting her to death, if such were her endeavours. How-

ever, he refused to comply withher proposals, and called a

council of his friends to consult with them, " Whether he

should not kill her, now he had her in his power ? for that

he should thereby deliver all those from a multitude of evils

towhom she was already become irksome, and was expected

to be still so for the time to come ; and that this very thing

would be much for the advantage of Antony himself, since

she would certainly not be faithful to him, in case any such

season, of necessity, should come uponhim, as that he should

stand in need ofher fidelity." But when he thought tofol-

low this advice, his friends would not let him ; and told him

that"in the first place , it was not right to attempt so great a

thing, and run himself thereby into the utmost danger : and

they laidhard at him, and beggedofhim to undertake nothing

rashly, for that Antony would never bear it, no not though

any one should evidently lay before his eyes that it would be

for his ownadvantage ; and that the appearance of depriving

him ofher conversation by this violent and treacherous me-

thod, would probably set his affections more on a flame than

before. Nor did it appear that he could offer any thing of

tolerable weight in his defence , this attempt being against

such a woman as was of the highest dignity of any ofhersex

at that time in the world : and as to any advantage to be ex-

pected from such an undertaking, if any such could be sup-

posed in this case, it would appear to deserve condemnation ,

on account ofthe insolence he must take upon him in doing

it. Which considerations made it very plain, that in so do-

ing, he would find his government filled with mischiefs, both

great and lasting, both to himself and his posterity, whereas

it was still in his power to reject that wickedness shewould

persuade him to, and to come off honourably at the same

time." So bythus affrighting Herod, and representing to

him the hazard he must, in all probability, run by this un-

dertaking, they restrained him from it. So he treated Cle-

opatra kindly, and made her presents, and conducted her on

her way to Egypt.

3. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Artabazus, the

son of Tigranes, in bonds, with his children, and procurators .

to Egypt, and made a present of them , and of all the royal

ornaments which he had taken out of that kingdom , to Cleo-

pa

al

el

ted

迎

EA

rea

bc



OF THE JEWS.
211

patra. And Artaxias,the eldestofhis sons, who had escaped

at that time, took the kingdom of Armenia ; who yet was

ejected byArchelaus, and Nero Cæsar,when they restored

Tigranes, his younger brother, to that kingdom : but this

happened a good while afterwards.

4. But then as to the tributes which Herod was to pay

Cleopatra for that country which Antony had given her, he

acted fairly with her, as deeming it not safe for him to afford

any cause for Cleopatra to hate him. As forthe king ofAra-

bia, whose tribute Herod had undertaken to pay to her, for

some time indeed he paid him as much as came to two hun-

dred talents, but he afterwards became very niggardly, and

slow in his payments, and could hardly be brought to pay

some parts of it, and was not willing to pay even them with-

out some deductions.

CHAPTER V.

HOW HEROD MADE WAR WITH THE KING OF ARABIA, AND AF-

TER THEY HAD FOUGHT MANY BATTLES, AT LENGTH CON-

QUERED HIM, AND WAS CHOSEN BY THE ARABS TO BE GO-

VERNOR OF THAT NATION AS ALSO CONCERNING A GREAT

EARTHQUAKE.

1. HEREUPON, Herod held himself ready to go against the

king of Arabia, because of his ingratitude to him, and be-

cause, after all, he would do nothing that was just to him,

although Herod made the Roman war an occasion of delay-

inghis own, forthe battle ofActium was nowexpected, which

fell into the hundred eighty and seventh Olympiad, where

Cæsar and Antonywere to fight for the supreme power ofthe

world ; but Herod, having enjoyed a country that was very

fruitful, and that now for a long time ; and having received

great taxes, and raised great armies therewith, got together

a body ofmen, and carefully furnished them with all neces-

saries, and designed them as auxiliaries for Antony : but An-

tony said, he had no want of his assistance ; but he com-

manded him to punish the king of Arabia ; for he had heard

both from him, and from Cleopatra, how perfidious he was ;

for this was what Cleopatra desired, who thought it for her

own advantage that these two kings should do one another as

great mischief as possible. Upon this message from Antony,

Herod returned back, but kept his army with him, in order

to invade Arabia immediately. So when his army of horse-

men and footmen was ready, he marched to Diospolis,

whitherthe Arabians came also to meetthem, for they were
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not unapprized ofthis war that was coming upon them ; and

after a great battle had been fought, the Jews had the vic-

tory : butafterwards there were gotten together another nu-

merous army of the Arabians, at Cana, which are places of

Cœlosyria. Herod was informed of this beforehand ; so he

came marching against him with the greatest part of the for-

ces he had; and when he was come near to Cana, he re-

solved to encamp himself, and he cast up a bulwark, that he

might take a proper season for attacking theenemy; but ashe

wasgiving those orders, the multitude of the Jews cried out,

that he should make no delay, but lead them against the

Arabians. They went with great spirit, as believing they

were in very good order, and those especially were so that

had been in theformer battle, and hadbeen conquerors, and

had not permitted their enemies so much as to come to a

close fight with them. And when they were so tumultuous,

and showed such great alacrity, the king resolved to make

use of that zeal the multitude then exhibited ; and when he

had assured them he would not be behindhand with them in

courage, he led them on, and stood before them all in his ar-

mour, all the regiments following himin their several ranks :

whereupon a consternation fell upon the Arabians : forwhen

they perceived that the Jews were not be conquered, and

were full of spirit, the greater part of them ran away, and

avoided fighting, and they had been quite destroyed had not

Athenion fallen upon the Jews, and distressed them, for this

man was Cleopatra's general over the soldiers she had there,

and was at enmity with Herod, and very wistfully looked on

to see what the event of the battle would be. He had also

resolved, that in case the Arabians did any thing that was

brave and successful , he would lie still, but that in case they

werebeaten, as it really happened, he would attack theJews

with those forces he had of his own , and with those that the

country had gotten together for him ; so he fell upon the

Jews unexpectedly, when they were fatigued, and thought

they had already vanquished the enemy, and made a great

slaughter of them ; for as the Jews had spent their courage

upon their known enemies, and were about to enjoy them-

selves inquietness after their victory , they were easily beaten

by those that attacked them afresh, and in particular re-

ceived a great loss in places where the horses could not be of

service, and which were very stony, and where those that

attacked them were better acquainted with the places than

themselves. And when the Jews had suffered this loss, the

Arabians raised their spirits after their defeat, and returning

back again, slew those that were already put to flight and
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indeed all sorts of slaughter were now frequent, and of those

that escaped a few only returned into the camp. So king

Herod, when he despaired of the battle, rode up to themto

bring them assistance , yet did he not come time enough to

do them any service, though he laboured hard to do it, but

the Jewish camp was taken, so that the Arabians had unex-

pectedly a most glorious success, having gained that victory

which ofthemselves they were no way likely to havegained,

and slaying a great part ofthe enemies ' army; whence after-

wards Herod could only act like a private robber, and make

excursions upon many parts of Arabia, and distress them by

sudden incursions, while be encamped among the mountains,

and avoided by any means to come to a pitched battle, yet

did he greatly harass the enemy by his assiduity, and the

hard labour he took inthis matter. He also took great care

ofhis own forces, and used all the means he could to restore

his affairs to their old state.

2. At this time it was that the fight happened at Actium ,

between Octavius Cæsar and Antony, in the seventh year

of the reign of Herod ;* and then it was also there was an

earthquake in Judea, and such a one as had not happened

at any other time, and which earthquake brought a great de-

struction upon the cattle in that country. About ten thou-

sand men also perished by the fall of houses ; but the army,

which lodged in the field, received no damage by this sad

accident. When the Arabians were informed of this, and

whenthose that hated the Jews, and pleased themselveswith

aggravating the reports, told them of it, they raised their

spirits , as if their enemy's country was quite overthrown, and

the men were utterly destroyed, and thought there now re-

mained nothing that could oppose them. Accordingly, they

took the Jewish ambassadors, who came to them, after all

this had happened, to make peace with them, and slewthem ,

and came with great alacrity against their army; but the

Jews durst not withstand them, and were so cast down bythe

calamities they were under, that they took no care of their

affairs, but gave up themselves to despair, for they had no

hope that theyshould be upon a level with them again in

battles, nor obtain any assistance elsewhere, while their af-

fairs at home were in such great distress also . When mat-

The reader is here to take notice, that this seventh year of the

reign ofHerod, and all the other years of the reign, in Josephus, are

dated from the death of Antigonus, or at the soonest from the conquest

of Antigonus, and the taking of Jerusalem a few months before, and

never from his first obtaining the kingdom at Rome above three years

before, as some have very weakly and injudiciously done.
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ters were in this condition, the king persuaded the comman

ders by his words, and tried to raise their spirits, whichwere

quite sunk ; and first he endeavoured to encourage and em-

bolden some of the better sort beforehand, and then ven-

tured to make a speech to the multitude, which he had be-

fore avoided to do, lest he should find them uneasy thereat,

because of the misfortunes which had happened ; so he

made a consolatory speech to the multitude, in the manner

following :

3. "Youare not unacquainted , my fellow-soldiers , that we

have had not long since many accidents that have put a stop

to what we are about, and it is probable that even those that

are most distinguished above others for their courage, can

hardly keep up their spirits in such circumstances, but since

we cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that hath happened is

ofsuch a nature but it may by yourselves be recovered into

a good state, and this by one brave action only, well per-

formed, I have proposed to myself both to give you some

encouragement, and, at the same time, some information,

both which parts of my design will tend to this point, that

you may still continue in your own proper fortitude . I will

then, in the first place, demonstrate to you , that this war is a

just one on our side, and that on this account it is a war of

necessity, and occasioned bythe injustice of our adversaries ,

for if you be once satisfied of this, it will be a real cause of

alacrity to you ; after which, I will farther demonstrate, that

the misfortunes we are under, are of no great consequence,

and thatwe have the greatest reason to hope for victory. Í

shall begin with the first, and appeal to yourselves as wit-

nesses to what I shall say. You are not ignorant certainly

of the wickedness ofthe Arabians, which is to that degree as

to appear incredible to all other men, and to include some-

what that shows the grossest barbarity and ignorance ofGod.

The chief things wherein they have affronted us, have arisen

from covetousness and envy, and they have attacked us in

an insidious manner, and on the sudden. And what occa-

sion is there for me to mention many instances of such their

procedure ? When they were in danger of losing their own

government of themselves, and ofbeing slaves to Cleopatra,

what others were they that freed them from that fear ? for

it was the friendship that I had with Antony, and the kind

disposition he was in toward us, that hath been the occa-

sion that even these Arabians have not been utterly undone,

Antony being unwilling to undertake any thing which might

be suspected by us of unkindness : but when he had amind

to bestow some parts of each of our dominions onCleopa-
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tra, I also managed that matter so, that by giving him pre

sents of my own, I might obtain a security to both nations,

while I undertook myself to answer for the money, and gave

him two hundred talents, and became surety for those two

hundred more which were imposed upon the land that was

subject to this tribute : and this they have defrauded us of,

although it was not reasonable that Jews should pay tribute

to any man living, or allow part oftheir land to be taxable ;

but although that was to be, yet ought we not to pay tribute

for these Arabians, whom we have ourselves preserved ; nor

is it fit that they, who have professed , and that with great

integrity and sense of our kindness, that it is by our means

that theykeep their principality, should injure us, and de-

prive us of what is our due, and this while we have been

still not their enemies but their friends. And whereas ob-

servation of covenants takes place among the bitterest ene-

mies, but among friends, is absolutely necessary, that is not

observed among these men, who think gain to be the best of

all things, let it be by any means whatsoever, and that injus-

tice is no harm , if they may but get money by it : is it, there-

fore, a question with you , whether the unjust are to be

punished or not ? whenGod himself hath declared his mind

that so it ought to be, and hath commanded that we ever

should hate injuries and injustice, which is not only just but

necessary in wars between several nations ; for these Ara-

bians have done what both the Greeks and barbarians own

to be an instance of the grossest wickedness , with regard

to our ambassadors which they have beheaded , while the

Greeks declare that such ambassadors are sacred and invio-

lable.* And for ourselves, we have learned from God the

most excellent of our doctrines, and the most holy part of

our law, by angels, or ambassadors ; for this name brings

God to the knowledge of mankind, and is sufficient to re-

concile enemies one to another. What wickedness then can

be greater than the slaughter of ambassadors, who come to

treat about doing what is right ? and when such have been

their actions, how is it possible they can either live securely

in common life, or be successful in war ? In my opinion this

is impossible : but perhaps some will say, thatwhat is holy,

and what is righteous , is indeed on our side , but that the

Arabians are either more courageous , or more numerous than

we are. Now as to this, in the first place, it is not fit for us'

* Herod says here, that as ambassadors were sacred when they car-

ried messages to others, so did the lawsofthe Jews derive a sacred au-

thority by being delivered from God by angels [or divine ambassadors]

which is St. Paul's expression about the same laws, Gal. ii. 19. Heb. ii. 2.
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to sayso ; for with whom is what is righteous, with them is

God himself: nowwhere God is, there is both multitude and

courage. But to examine our own circumstances a little, we

were conquerors in the first battle ; and when we fought

again, they were not able to oppose us, but ran away, and

could not endure our attacks, or our courage ; but when we

had conquered them, then came Athenion, and made war

against us without declaring it : and pray, is this an instance

of their manhood ? or is it not a second instance of their

wickedness and treachery ? Why are we, therefore, of less

courage, on account of that which ought to inspire us with

stronger hopes ? Andwhy are we terrified at these, who,

whenthey fight upon the level, are continually beaten, and

when theyseem to be conquerors, theygain it by wicked-

ness ? And ifwe suppose that any one should deem them to

be men of real courage, will not he be excited by that very

consideration to do his utmost against them ? for true valour

is not shown by fighting against weak persons, but in being

able to overcome the most hardy. But then, if the dis-

tresses we are ourselves under, and the miseries that have

come by the earthquake, hath affrighted any one, let him

consider, in the first place, that this very thing will deceive

the Arabians, bytheir supposal that what hath befallen us is

greater than it really is . Moreover, it is not right that the

same thing that emboldens thein should discourage us ; for

these men, you see, do not derive their alacrity from any

advantageous virtue of their own, but from their hope, as to

us, thatwe are quite cast downby our misfortunes : butwhen

we boldly march against them, we shall soon pull down their

insolent conceit of themselves, and shall gain this by attack-

ing them, that they will not be so insolent when we cometo

the battle, for our distresses are not so great, nor iswhat hath

happened an indication of the anger of God against us, as

some imagine, for such things are accidental, and adversities

that come inthe usual course of things : and if we allowthat

this was done by the will of God, we must allow that it is

now over byhis will also, and that he is satisfied with what

hath already happened, for had he been willing to afflict us

still more thereby, he had not changed his mind so soon.

And as for the war we are engaged in, he hath himself de-

monstrated, that he is willing it should go on, and that he

knows it to be a just war ; for while some of the people in

the country have perished, all you who were in arms have

suffered nothing, but are all preserved alive ; whereby God

makes it plain to us, that if you had universally, with your

children and wives, been in the army, it had come to pass

E
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that youhad not undergone any thing that would have much

hurt you. Consider these things ; and what is more than all

the rest, that you have God at all times for your protector :

and prosecute these men with a just bravery, who, in point

of friendship, are unjust, in their battles perfidious, toward

ambassadors impious, and always inferior to you in valour.'

4. When the Jews heard this speech, they were much

raised in their minds, and more disposed to fight than before.

So Herod, when he had offered the sacrifices appointed by

thelaw,*madehaste, and took them, and led them against the

Arabians and, in order to that, passed over Jordan, and

pitched his camp near to that ofthe enemy. He also thought

fit to seize upon a certain castle that lay in the midst ofthem,

as hoping it would be for his advantage, and would the sooner

produce a battle, and that if there were occasion for delay,

he should by it have his camp fortified : and as the Arabians

had the same intentions upon that place , a contest arose about

it ; at first they were but skirmishes , after which there came

more soldiers, and it proved a sort of fight, and some fell on

both sides, till those of the Arabian side were beaten, and re-

treated. This was no small encouragement to the Jews im-

mediately ; and when Herod observed that the enemies'

army were disposed to any thing rather than to come to an

engagement, he ventured boldly to attempt the bulwark it-

self, and to pull it to pieces, and so to get nearer to their

camp, in order to fightthem ; for when they were forced out

of their trenches, they went out in disorder, and had notthe

least alacrity, or hope of victory ; yet did they fight hand

to hand, because they were more in number than the Jews,

and because they were in such a disposition of war that they

were under a necessity of coming on boldly : so they came

to a terrible battle , while not a few fell on each side. How-

ever, at length the Arabians fled ; and so great a slaughter

was made upon their being routed, that they were not only

* This piece of religion, the supplicating God with sacrifices, by He

rod, before he went to this fight with the Arabians, taken notice of also

in the first book of the War, c. xix. sec. 5. vol. v. is worth remarking,

because it is the only example of this nature, so far as I remember, that

Josephus ever mentions in all his large and particular accountsof this

Herod and it was when he had been in mighty distress, and discour

aged byagreat defeat of his formerarmy, and by avery great earthquake

in Judea, such times of affliction making men most religious ; nor was

he disappointed of his hopes here, but immediately gained a mostsignal

Victory overthe Arabians, while they who just before had been so great

victors, and so much elevated upon the earthquake in Judea, as to ven-

ture to slay the Jewish ambassador, were nowunder a strange conster-

nation, and hardly able to fight at all.

Vol. III. 19
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killed by their enemies, but became the authors of theirown

death also, and were trodden down bythe multitude, and the

great current of people in disorder, and were destroyed by

their own armour ; so five thousand men lay dead upon the

spot, while the rest of the multitude soon ran within the bul-

wark [ for safety, ] but had no firm hope of safety, by reason

of their want of necessaries, and especially of water. The

Jews pursuedthem ; but could not get in withthem , but sat

round about the bulwark , and watched any assistance that

would get in to them, and prevented any there that had a

mind to it, from running away.

5. When the Arabians were in these circumstances , they

sentambassadors to Herod , in the first place , to propose terms

ofaccommodation , and after that to offerhim, so pressingwas

their thirst upon them, to undergo whatsoever he pleased, if

hewould free them from their present distress : but he would

admit of no ambassadors, of no price of redemption, nor of

any other moderate terms whatever, being very desirous to

revenge those unjust actions which they had been guilty of

toward his nation . So they were necessitated by other mo-

tives, and particularly by their thirst, to come out, and de-

liverthemselvesup to him, to be carried away captives ; and

in five days' time, the number of four thousand were taken

prisoners, while all the rest resolved to make a sally upon

their enemies, and to fight it out with them , choosing rather,

if so it must be, to die therein, than to perish gradually and

ingloriously. When they had taken this resolution, they

came out of their trenches, but could no way sustain the fight,

being too much disabled both in mind and body, and having

not room to exert themselves, and thought it an advantage to

be killed, and a misery to survive ; so atthe first onset there

fell about seven thousand of them, after which stroke they

let all the courage they had put on before, fall, and stood

amazed at Herod's warlike spirit under his own calamities :

so, for the future, they yielded , and made him ruler of their

nation ; whereupon he was greatly elevated at so seasonable

a success, and returned home, taking great authority upon

him, on account of so bold and glorious an expedition as he

had made.
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CHAPTER VI.

HOW HEROD SLEW HYRCANUS, AND THEN HASTED AWAY TO

CESAR, OBTAINED THE Kingdom FROM HIM ALSO ; AND

HOW A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARDS, HE ENTERTAINED

CESAR IN A MOST HONOURABLE MANNER.

1. HEROD's other affairs were now very prosperous, and

he was not to be easily assaulted on any side. Yet did there

come upon him a danger that would hazard his entire do-

minions, after Antony had been beaten at the battle of Ac-

tium by Cæsar [ Octavius ; ] for at that time, both Herod's

enemies and friends despaired of his affairs, for it was not

probable that he would remain without punishment, who had

showed so much friendship for Antony. So it happened, that

his friends despaired, and had no hopes of his escape : but

for his enemies , they all outwardly appeared to be troubled

at his case, but were privately very glad of it, as hoping to

obtain a change for the better. As for Herod himself, he

saw that there was no one of royal dignity left but Hyrca-

nus, and therefore he thought it would be for his advantage

not to suffer him to be an obstacle in his way anylonger ; for

that in case he himself survived , and escaped the danger be

was in, hethought it the safestway to put it out of the power

ofsuch a man to make any attempt against him at such junc-

tures ofaffairs, as was more worthy of the kingdom than him-

self: and in case he should be slain by Cæsar, his envy

prompted him to desire to slay him that would otherwise be

king afterhim.

2. While Herod had these things in his mind , there was a

certain occasion afforded him ; for Hyrcanus was of so mild

a temperboth then and at other times, that the desired not

to meddle with public affairs nor to concern himself with

innovations, but left all to fortune , and contented himself

with what that afforded him ; but Álexandra [his daughter]

was a loverof strife, and was exceeding desirous of a change

of the government, and spake to her father not to bear for-

ever Herod's injurious treatment of their family, but to an-

ticipate their future hopes, as he safely might ; and desired

him to write about those matters to Malchus, who was then

governor ofArabia, to receive them, and to secure them [from

Herod,] forthat iftheywent away,and Herod's affairs proved

to be as it was likely they would be , by reason of Cæsar's

enmity to him, they should then be the only persons that

could take the government, and this both on account ofthe

royal familythey were of, and on account ofthe good dispo-

sitions of the multitude to them. While she used these per-
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suasions, Hyrcanus put off her suit ; but as she showed that

she was a woman, and a contentious woman too, and would

not desist either night or day, but would always be speaking

to him about those matters, and about Herod's treacherous

designs, she at last prevailed with him to intrust Dositheus,

one of his friends, with a letter, wherein his resolution was

declared ; and he desired the Arabian governor to send to

him some horsemen, who should receive him, and conduct

him to the lake Asphaltites, which is from the bounds ofJe-

rusalem three hundred furlongs ; and he did , therefore , trust

Dositheus with this letter, because he was a careful attend-

ant on him, and on Alexandra, and had no small occasions to

bear ill-will to Herod ; forhe was a kinsman of oneJoseph,

whom he had slain, and a brother of those that were formerly

slain at Tyre, by Antony; yet could not these motives in-

duce Dositheus to serve Hyrcanus in this affair, for prefer-

ring the hopes he had from the present king to those he had

from him, he gave Herod the letter. So he took his kind-

ness in good part, and bid him besides do what he had al-

ready done, that is, go on in serving him, by rolling up the

epistle, and sealing it again, and delivering it to Malchus,

and then to bring back his letter in answer to it, for it would

be much better if he could know Malchus' intentions also.

And when Dositheus was very ready to serve him in this

point also, the Arabian governor returned back for answer,

that he would receive Hyrcanus, and all that should come

with him, and even all the Jews that were of his party : that

he would moreover send forces sufficient to secure them in

theirjourney, and that he should be in no want of any thing

he should desire . Now as soon as Herod had received this

letter, he immediately sent for Hyrcanus, and questioned

him about the league he had made with Malchus : and when

he denied it, he showed his letter to the sanhedrim, and put

the man to death immediately.

:

3. And this account we give the reader, as it is contained

in the commentaries of king Herod but other historians do

not agree with them, for they suppose that Herod did not

find, but rather made this an occasion for thus putting him

to death, and that by treacherously laying a snare for him:

forthus do they write : that Herod and he were once at a

treat, and that Herod had given no occasion to suspect [that

he was displeased at him,] but put this question to Hyrca-

nus, Whether he had received any letters from Malchus?

and when he answered, that he had received letters , but

those of salutation only ; and when he asked farther, whe-

ther he had not received any presents from him ? and when

h
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he replied, that he had received no more than four horses

to ride on, which Malchus had sent him ; and they pretend

that Herod charged these upon him as the crimes of bribery

and treason, and gave order that he should be led away and

slain. And in order to demonstrate that he had been guilty

of no offence, when he was thus brought to his end, they al-

leged how mild his temper had been, and that even in his

youth he had never given any demonstration of boldness or

rashness, and that the case was the same when he came to

be king, but that he even then committed the management

ofthe greatest part of public affairs to Antipater : and He-

rod's government was in a secure state. He also came over

Euphrates, and left those whogreatly honoured him beyond

that river, though he were to be entirely under Herod's go-

vernment, and that it was a most incredible thing that he

should enterprise any thing by way of innovation, and not at

all agreeable to his temper, but that this was a plot of He-

rod's own contrivance

4. And this was the fate of Hyrcanus ; and thus did he end

his life , after he had endured various and manifold turns of

fortune in his life-time ; for he was made high-priest of the

Jewish nation in the beginning of his mother Alexandra's

reign, who held the government nine years ; and when, after

his mother's death,he took the kingdom himself, and held

it three months, he lost it by means of his brother Aristobu-

lus. He wasthen restored by Pompey, and received all sorts

of honour from him, and enjoyed them fortyyears ; butwhen

he was again deprived by Antigonus , and was maimed in the

body, he was made a captive by the Parthians, and thence

returned home again after some time, on account ofthe hopes

that Herod had given him ; none of which came to pass ac-

cording to his expectation, but he still conflicted with many

misfortunes through the whole course of his life ; and what

was the heaviest calamity of all , as we have related already,

he cameto an end which was undeserved by him. His cha-

racter appeared to be that of a man of a mild and moderate

disposition, and suffered the administration of affairs to be

generally done by others under him. He was averse to much

meddling with the public, nor had shrewdness enough to go-

vern a kingdom and both Antipater and Herod came to

their greatness byreason of his mildness, and at last he met

with such an end from them as was not agreeable either to

justice or piety.

:

5. NowHerod, as soon as he had put Hyrcanus out of the

way, made haste to Cæsar ; and because he could not have

any hopes ofkindness from him on account ofthe friendship

VOL III. 19*
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he had for Antony, he had a suspicion ofAlexandra, lest she

should take this opportunity to bring the multitude to revolt,

and introduce a sedition into the affairs ofthe kingdom ; sohe

committed the care of every thing to his brother Pheroras,

and placed his mother Cypros, and his sister [ Salome, ] and

the whole family at Massada, and gave him a charge, that

if he should hear any sad news about him, he should take

care of the government : but as to Mariamne, his wife, be-

cause of the misunderstanding between her and his sister,

and his sister's mother, which made it impossible forthem to

live together, he placed her at Alexandrium, with Alexandra

her mother, and left his treasurer Joseph, and Sohemus of

Iturea, to take care of that fortress. These two had been

very faithful to him from the beginning, and were now left

as a guard to the women. They also had it in charge, that

if they should hear any mischief had befallen him, they

should kill them both, and, as far as they were able, to pre-

serve the kingdom for his sons, and for his brother Pheroras.

6. Whenhe had given them this charge, he made haste to

Rhodes, to meet Cæsar ; and when he had sailed to that city,

he took off his diadem, but remitted nothing else of his usual

dignity and when, upon bis meeting him, he desired that

he would let him speak to him, he therein exhibited a much

more noble specimen of a great soul, for he did not betake

himself to supplications, as men usually do upon such occa-

sions, nor offer him any petition, as if he were an offender,

but after an undaunted manner, give an account of what he

had done ; for he spake thus to Cæsar, that " be had the

greatest friendship for Antony, and did every thing he could

that he might attain the government : that he was not indeed

in the army with him, becausethe Arabians had diverted him,

put that he had sent him both money and corn, which was

but too little in comparison of what he ought to have done

for him ; for, if a man owns himself to be another's friend,

and knows him to be a benefactor, he is obliged to hazard

every thing, to use every faculty of his soul, every member

of his body, and all the wealth he hath, for him, in which I

confess I have been too deficient. However, I am conscious

to myself, that so far I have done right, that I have not de

serted him upon his defeat at Actium : nor upon the evident

change of his fortune, have I transferred my hopes fromhim

to another, but have preserved myself, though not as a valu-

able fellow soldier, yet certainly as a faithful counsellor to

Antony, when I demonstrated to him, that the only waythat

he had to save himself, and not to lose all his authority was

to slay Cleopatra ; for when she was once dead, there would
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be room for him to retain his authority, and rather to bring

thee to make a composition with him, than to continue at

enmity any longer. None of which advices would he at-

tend to, but preferred his own rash resolutions before them,

which have happened unprofitably for him, but profitablyfor

thee. Now, therefore, in case thou determinest about me,

and my alacrity in serving Antony, according to thy anger

at him, I own there is no room for me to deny what I have

done, nor will I be ashamed to own, and tnat publicly too,

that I had a great kindness for him but ifthouwilt put him

out of the case, and only examine how I behave myself to

my benefactors in general, and what a sort of friend I am,

thou wiltfind by experience that we shall do and be the same

to thyself, for it is but changing the names, and the firmness

of friendship that we shall bear to thee, will not be disap-

proved of by thee."

7. By this speech, and by his behaviour, which showed

Cæsarthe frankness ofhis mind , he greatly gained upon him,

who was himself of a generous and magnificent temper, in-

somuch that those very actions, which were the foundation

ofthe accusation against him, procured him Cæsar's good-

will. Accordingly, he restored him his diadem again ; and

encouraged him to exhibit himself as great a friend to him-

self as he had been to Antony, and then had him in great es-

teem. Moreover, he added this, that Quintus Didius had

written to him, that Herod had very readily assisted him in

the affair ofthe gladiators. So when he had obtained such

akind reception, and had, beyond all his hopes, procured his

crown to be more entirely and firmly settled upon him than

ever, by Cæsar's donation, as well as by that decree of the

Romans, which Cæsar took care to procure for his greater

security, he conducted Cæsar on his way to Egypt, and made

presents even beyond his ability, to both him and his friends,

and ingeneral behaved himselfwith great magnanimity. He

also desired that Cæsar would not put to death one Alexan

der, whohad been a companion of Antony's ; but Cæsar had

sworn to put him to death, and so he could not obtain that his

petition. And now he returned to Judea again with greater

honour and assurance than ever, and affrighted those that had

expectations to the contrary, as still acquiring from his very

dangers greater splendour than before, by the favourofGod

to him. So he prepared for the reception of Cæsar, as he

wasgoing outof Syria to invade Egypt ; and whenhe came,

he entertained him at Ptolemais with all royal magnificence.

He also bestowed presents on the army, and brought them

provisions in abundance. He also proved to be one ofCa
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sar's most cordial friends, and put the army in array, and

rode along with Cæsar, and had one hundred and fifty men,

well appointed in all respects, after a rich and sumptuous

manner, for the better reception of him and his friends. He

also provided them with what they should want, as they

passedoverthe drydesert, insomuch that they lacked neither

wine nor water, which last the soldiers stood in the greatest

need of: and besides , he presented Cæsar with eight hun-

dred talents, and procured to himself the good-will ofthem

all, because he was assisting to them in a much greater and

more splendid degree than the kingdom he had obtained

could afford, by which means he more and more demon-

strated to Cæsar the firmness of his friendship, and his readi-

ness to assist him ; and what was of the greatest advantage

to him was this, that his liberality came at a seasonable time

also : and when they returned again out of Egypt, his assist-

ances were no way inferior to the good offices he had for-

merly done them.
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CHAPTER VII.

HOW HEROD SLEW SOHEMUS, AND , MARIAMNE, AND AFTER-

WARDS ALEXANDRA, AND COSTOBARUS, AND HIS MOST INTI-

MATE FRIENDS, AND AT LAST THE SONS OF BABA ALSO.

1. HOWEVER, when he came into his kingdom again, he

found his house all in disorder, and his wife Mariamne, and

her mother Alexandra, very uneasy ; for, as they supposed,

what was easy to be supposed, that they were not put into

that fortress [Alexandrium] for the security of their persons ,

but as into a garrison for their imprisonment, and that they

had no power over any thing, either of others or of their own

affairs , they were very uneasy ; and Mariamne, supposing

that the king's love to her was but hypocritical, and rather

pretended, as advantageous to himself,than real, she looked

on it as fallacious. She also was very much grieved that he

would 'not allowher any hopes of surviving him, ifhe should

come to any harm himself. She also recollected what com-

mands he had formerly given to Joseph, insomuch that she

endeavoured to please her keepers, and especially Sohemus ,

as well apprized how all was in his power. And atthe first,

Sohemus was faithful to Herod, and neglected none of the

things he had given him in charge ; but when the women,

by kind words, and liberal presents, had gained his affec

tions over tothem, he wasbydegrees overcome, and at length

discoveredto them alltheking's injunctions, and this on that

.
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account principally, that he did not so much as hope he

would come back with the same authority he had before, so

that he thought he should both escape any dangerfrom him,

and supposed that he did hereby much gratify the women,

who were likely not to be overlooked in the settling of the

government ; nay, that they would be able to make him

abundant recompense, since they must either reign them-

selves, or be very near to him that should reign. He had a

farther ground of hope also, that though Herod should have

all the success he could wish for, and should return again,

be could not contradict his wife in what she desired , for he

knew that the king's fondness for his wife was inexpressible.

These were the motives that drew Sohemus to discover what

injunctions had been given him. So Mariamne wasgreatly

displeased to hear, that there was no end of the dangers she

was under from Herod , and was greatly uneasy at it, and

wished that he might obtain no favours [from Cæsar, ] and

esteemed it almost an insupportable task to live with him

any longer and this she afterwards openly declared, with-

out concealing her resentment.

2. And now Herod sailed home with joy, at the unex-

pected good success he had bad ; and went first of all, as

was proper, to this his wife, and told her, and her only, the

good news, and preferring her before the rest, on account of

his fondness for her, and the intimacy there had been be-

tween them, and saluted her ; but it so happened, that as he

told her of the good success he had had, she was so far from

rejoicing at it, that she rather was sorry for it : nor was she

able to conceal her resentments, but, depending on her dig-

nity, and the nobility of her birth, in return for his saluta-

tions, she gave a groan, and declared evidently that she ra-

ther grieved than rejoiced at his success, and this till Herod

was disturbed at her, as affording him not only marks ofher

suspicion, but evident signs of her dissatisfaction. This much

troubled him, to see that this surprising hatred of his wife

to him was not concealed, but open ; and he took this so ill,

and yet was so unable to bear it, on account of the fondness

he had for her, that he could not continue long in any one

mind, but sometimes was angry at her, and sometimes recon-

ciled himself for her, butby always changing one passion for

another, he was still in great uncertainty ; and thus was he

entangled between hatred and love, and was frequently dis-

posed to inflict punishment on her for her insolence toward

him , but beingdeeply in love with her in his soul, he was not

able to get quit of this woman. In short, as he would glad-

ly have her punished, so was he afraid, lest, ere he were
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aware, he should, by putting her to death, bring a heavier

punishment upon himself at the same time.

3. When Herod's sister and mother perceived that he was

in this temper with regard to Mariamne, they thought they

had nowgot an excellent opportunity to exercise their hatred

against her, and provoked Herod to wrath, by telling him

such long stories and calumnies about her, as might at once

excite bis hatred and hisjealousy. Now, though he willingly

enough heard their words, yet had not he courage enough to

do anything to her, as if he believed them, but still he be-

came worse and worse disposed to her, and these ill passions

were more and more inflamed on both sides, while she did

not hide her disposition toward him, and he turned his love

to her into wrath against her. But when he was just going

to put this matter past all remedy, he heard the news, that

Cæsar was the victor in the war, and that Antony and Cleo-

patra were both dead, and that he had conquered Egypt,

whereupon he made haste to go to meet Cæsar, and left the

affairs ofhis family in their present state . However, Mari-

amne recommended Sohemus to him, as he was setting outon

his journey, and professed that she owed him thanks for the

care he had taken of her, and asked of the king for him a

place in thegovernment ; upon which an honourable employ-

inent was bestowed upon him accordingly. Now when He-

rod was come into Egypt, he was introduced to Cæsar with

great freedom, as already a friend of his , and received very

great favours from him ; forhe made him a present of those

four hundred Galatians who had been Cleopatra's guards,

and restored that country to him again, which, by her means,

had been taken away from him. He also added to his king-

dom, Gadara, Hippos, and Samaria ; and, besides those, the

maritime cities, Gaza, and Anthedon, and Joppa, and Stra-

to's Tower.

4. Upon these new acquisitions, he grew more magnificent,

and conducted Cæsar as far as Antioch : but upon his return,

as much as his prosperity was augmented by the foreign ad-

ditions that had been made him, so much the greater were

the distresses that came upon him in his own family, and

chiefly in the affair of his wife, wherein he formerly appeared

to have been most of all fortunate ; for the affection he had

for Mariamne was no way inferior to the affections of such

as are on that account celebrated in history, and this very

justly. As for her, she was in other respects a chaste wo-

man, and faithful to him, yet bad she somewhat of a woman

rough by nature, and treated her husband imperiously

enough, because she sawhe was so fond ofher as to be en-
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slaved toher. She did not also consider reasonably with

herself, that she lived under a monarchy, and that she was

at another's disposal, and accordingly would behave herself

after a saucy manner to him, which yet he usually put off in

a jesting way, and bore with moderation and good temper.

She would also expose his mother and his sister openly, on

account of the meanness of their birth, and would speak un-

kindly ofthem , insomuch that there was before this a disa-

greement and unpardonable hatred among the women, and

it was now come to greater reproaches of one another than

formerly, which suspicions increased, and lasted a whole

year after Herod returned from Cæsar. However, these mis-

fortunes, which had been kept under some decency for a

great while, burst out all at once upon such an occasion as

was now offered ; for as the king was one day, about noon,

lain down on his bed to rest him, he called for Mariamne,

out of the great affection he had always for her. She came

in accordingly, but would not lie down by him : and when

he was very desirous of her company, she showed her con-

tempt of him ; and added by way of reproach, that he had

caused her father and her brother to be slain. And when

he took this injury very unkindly, and was ready to use vio-

lence to her in a precipitate manner, the king's sister Salome,

observing that he was more than ordinarily disturbed, sent

in to the king his cup-bearer, who had been prepared long

beforehand for such a design, and bid him tell the king how

Mariamne had persuaded him to give his assistance in pre-

paring a love-potion for him. And if he appeared to be

greatly concerned, and to ask what that love - potion was? to

tell him that he had the potion, and that he was desired only

togive it him: but that in case he did not appear to be much

concerned at this potion, to let the thing drop, and that ifhe

did so, no harm should thereby come to him. When she had

given him these instructions, she sent him in at this time to

make such a speech . Sohe went in, after a composed man-

ner, to gain credit to what he should say, and yet somewhat

hastily, and said, that " Mariamne had given him presents,

and persuaded him to give him a love-potion." And when

this moved the king, he said, that " this love-potion was a

* Whereas Mariamne is here represented as reproaching Herod with

the murder ofher father [ Alexander, ] as well as her brother [Aristobu-

ius, while it was her grandfather Hyrcanus, and not her father Alex-

ander, whomhe caused to be slain, (as Josephus himself informs us, c.

vi. sec. 2,) we must either take Zonora's reading, which is here grandfa-

ther rightly, or else we must, as before, c. i. sec. 1. allow a slip of Jose-

phus'pen or memory in the place before us.
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composition that she had given him, whose effects he did

not know, which was the reason of his resolving to give him

this information, as the safest course he could take, both for

himself and for the king." When Herod heard what he

said, and was in an ill disposition before, his indignation

grew more violent ; and he ordered that eunuch of Mariam-

ne's, who was most faithful to her, to be brought to torture

about this potion, as well knowing it was not possible that

any thing small or great could be done without him. And

when the man was under the utmost agonies, he could say

nothing concerning the thing he was tortured about, but so

far he knew that Mariamne's hatred against him was occa-

sioned by somewhat that Sohemus had said to her. Now,

as he was saying this , Herod cried out aloud, and said, that

66 Sohemus, who had been at all other times most faithful to

him, and to his government, would not have betrayed what

injunctions he had given him, unless he had had a nearer

conversation than ordinary with Mariamne."
So he gave

order that Sohemus should be seized on, and slain immedi-

ately ; but he allowed his wife to take her trial : and got

together those that were most faithful to him, and laid an

elaborate accusation against her for this love-potion and com-

position, which had been charged upon her by way of ca-

lumny only. However, he kept no temper in what he said,

and was in too great a passion for judging well about this

matter. Accordingly; when the court was at length satisfied

that he was so resolved, they passed the sentence of death

upon her; but when the sentence was passed upon her, this

temperwas suggested by himself, and by some others ofthe

court, that she should not be thus hastily put to death, but

be laid in prison in one of the fortresses belonging to the

kingdom : but Salome and her party laboured hard to have

the woman put to death ; and they prevailed with the king

to do so, and advised this out of caution, lest the multitude

should be tumultuous, if she were suffered to live : and thus

was Mariamne led to execution.

5. When Alexandra observed how things went, and that

there were small hopes that she herself should escape the

like treatment from Herod, she changed her behaviour to

quite the reverse of what might have been expected from

her former boldness ; and this after a very indecent manner ;

for out of her desire to show how entirely ignorant she was

of the crimes laid against Mariamne, she leaped out of her

place, and reproached her daughter, in the hearing of all the

people and cried out, that she had been an ill woman,

andungrateful to herhusband, and that her punishment came

66
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justly upon her, for such her insolent behaviour, for that she

hadnot made proper returns tohimwho had been theircom-

monbenefactor." And when she had for some time acted

after this hypocritical manner, and had been so outrageous

as to tear her hair, this indecent and dissembling behaviour,

as was to be expected, was greatly condemned by the rest

of the spectators , as it was principally by the poor woman

who was to suffer ; for at the first she gave her not a word,

nor was discomposed at her peevishness, and only looked at

her, yet did she out of a greatness of soul discover her con-

cern for her mother's offence, and especially for her expo-

sing herself in a manner so unbecoming her; but as for her-

self, she went to her death with an unshaken firmness of

mind, and without changing the colour of her face, and

thereby evidently discovered the nobility of her descent to

the spectators, even in the last moments of her life.

6. And thus died Mariamne ; a woman of an excellent cha-

racter, both forchastity, and greatness of soul ; but she wanted

moderation, and had too much of contention in her nature,

yet had she all that can be said in the beauty of her body,

and her majestic appearance in conversation and thence

arosethe greatest part ofthe occasions whyshe did not prove

so agreeable to the king, nor live so pleasantly with him, as

she might otherwise have done ; for while she was most in-

dulgently used by the king, out of his fondness for her, and

did not expect that he could do any hard thing to her, she

took too unbounded a liberty. Moreover that which most

afflicted her was, what he had done to her relations, and she

ventured to speakof all theyhad suffered by him, and at last

greatly provoked both the king's mother and sister, till they

became enemies to her ; and even he himself also did the

same, on whom alone she depended for her expectations of

escaping the last of punishments.

7. But whenshe was once dead, the king's affections for her

were kindled ina more outrageous manner thanbefore, whose

old passion for her we have already described ; for his love

to her was not of a calm nature, nor such as we usually meet

with among other husbands, for at its commencement it was

of the enthusiastic kind, nor was it by their long cohabitation

and free conversation together, brought under his power to

manage ; but at this time his love to Mariamne seemed to

seize him in such a peculiar manner, as looked like divine

vengeance upon him, for the taking away her life, for he

would frequently call for her, and frequently lament for her

in a most indecent manner. Moreover, he bethought himof

every thing he could make use of to divert his mind from

Vol III. 20
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thinking ofher, and contrived feasts and assemblies, for that

purpose, but nothing would suffice ; he therefore laid aside

the administration of public affairs, and was sofar conquered

by his passion, that he would order his servants to call for

Mariamne, as ifshe were still alive, and could still bearthem.

And when he was in this way, there arose a pestilential dis-

ease, and carried off the greatest part ofthe multitude, and

of his best and most esteemed friends, and made all men sus-

pect that this distemper was brought uponthem by the anger

of God, for the injustice that had been done to Mariamne.

This circumstance affectedthe king still more, till at length he

forced himselfto go into desert places, and there, under pre-

tence of going a hunting, bitterly afflicted himself ; yet had

he not borne his grief there many days before he fell into a

most dangerous distemper himself : he had an inflammation

upon him, and a pain in the hinder part of his head,joined

with madness ; and for the remedies that were used, they

did him no good at all , but proved contrary to his case, and

so at length brought him to despair. All the physicians also

that were about him, partly because the medicines they

brought for recovery could not at all conquer the disease,

and partly because his diet could be no other thanwhat his

disease inclined him to, desired him to eat whatever he had

a mind to, and so leftthe small hopes they had of his recov-

ery in the power of that diet, and committed himto fortune.

And thus did his distemper go on, while he was at Samaria,

now called Sebaste.

3. Now Alexandra abode at this time at Jerusalem, and

being informed what condition Herod was in, she endeav-

ouredtoget possession of the fortified places that were about

the city, whichwere two, the one belonging to the city itself,

the other belonging to thetemple ; and those that could get

them into theirhands hadthewhole nation under their power,

for without the commandofthem it was not possible to offer

their sacrifices ; and to think of leaving off those sacrifices,

is to every Jewplainly impossible, who are still more ready

to lose their lives than to leave off that divine worship which

theyhave beenwont to pay unto God . Alexandra, therefore,

discoursed with those that had the keeping of these strong

holds , that it was proper for them to deliver the same to her,

and to Herod's sons, lest upon his death, any other person

should seize uponthegovernment ; and that upon his recov-

ery,none could keep them more safely for him than those of

his own family. These words were not bythem at all taken

in good part ; and as they had been in former times faithful

to Herod, ] they resolvedto continue so nowmore than ever,

C
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bothbecause theyhated Alexandra, and because theythought

it a sort of impiety to despair of Herod's recovery while he

was yet alive, for they had been his old friends ; and one of

them, whose name was Achiabus, was his cousin-german.

They sent messengers, therefore, to acquaint him with Alex-

andra's design ; sohe made nolongerdelay,but gave orders

to have her slain ; yet was it still with difficulty, and after

he had enduredgreat pain, that he got clear of his distemper.

He was still sorely afflicted both in mind and body, and made

very uneasy, andreadier than ever upon all occasions to in-

flict punishment upon those that fell under his hand. He

also slew the most intimate of his friends, Costobarus and

Lysimachus, and Gadias, who was also called Antipater ;

as also Dositheus, and that upon the following occasion.

9. Costobarus was an Idumean by birth, and one of prin-

cipal dignity among them, and one whose ancestors had

beenpriests tothe Koze, whom the Idumeans had [ formerly]

esteemed as a god ; but after Hyrcanus had made a change

in their political government, and made them receive the

Jewish customs and law, Herod made Costobarus governor

of Idumea and Gaza, and gave him his sister Salome to wife ;

and this was upon his slaughter of [his uncle] Joseph, who

had that government before, as we have related already.

When Costobarus had gotten to be so highly advanced, it

pleased him, and was more than he hoped for, and he was

more and more puffed up by his good success, and in a lit-

tle while he exceeded all bounds, and did not think fit to obey

what Herod, as their ruler, commanded him, or that the Idu-

means should make use ofthe Jewish customs, or be subject

to them. He therefore sent to Cleopatra, and informed her

that the Idumeans had always been under his progenitors,

and that for the same reason it was but just that she should

desire that country for him of Antony,forthat he was ready

to transfer his friendship to her and this he did, not because

he was better pleased to be under Cleopatra's government,

but because hethought that, uponthe diminution of Herod's

power, it would not be difficult for himto obtain himself the

entire government over the Idumeans , and somewhat more

also ; for he raised his hopes still higher, as having no small

pretences, both by his birth, and by these riches, which he

had gotten by his constant attention to filthy lucre ; and ac-

cordingly, it was not a small matter that he aimed at. So

Cleopatra desired his country of Antony, but failed ofher

purpose. An account of this was brought to Herod, who

was thereupon ready to kill Costobarus, yet upon the en-

treaties of his sister and mother he forgave him, andvouch
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safed to pardon him entirely, though he still had a suspicion

ofhim afterwards for this his attempt.

10. But some time afterwards, when Salome happened to

quarrel with Costobarus, she sent him a bill ofdivorce, and

dissolved her marriage with him, though this was not ac-

cording to the Jewish laws, for with us it is lawful for a hus-

band to do so, but a wife, if she departs from her husband,

cannot of herself be married to another, unless her former

husband put her away.* However, Salome chose to follow

not the lawof her country, but the lawofher authority, and

so renounced her wedlock; and told her brother Herod, that

she lefther husband out of hergood will to him, because she

perceived that he, with Antipater, and Lysimachus, and Do-

sitheus, were raising a sedition against him as anevidence

whereof, she alleged the case of the sons of Babas, that they

had been by him preserved alive already for the interval of

twelve years ; which proved to be true. But when Herod

thus unexpectedly heard of it, he was greatly surprised at it,

and was the more surprised, because the relation appeared

incredible to him. As for the fact relating to these sons of

Babas, Herod had formerly taken great pains to bringthem

to punishment, as being enemies to his government, but they

were now forgotten by him, on account of the length of time

[since he had ordered them to be slain. ] Now, the cause

of his ill-will and hatred to them arose hence, that while An-

tigonus was king , Herod, with his army,besieged the city

of Jerusalem , where the distress and miseries endured were

so pressing, that the greater number of them invited Herod

into the city, and already placed their hopes on him. Now,

* Here is a plain example of a Jewish lady giving a bill ofdivorce to

her husband, though in the days ofJosephus it was not bythe Jews es-

teemed lawful for a woman so to do. See the like among the Parthians,

Antiq. B. xviii. c. ix. sec. 6. However, the Christian law,when it allowed

divorce for adultery, Matt. v. 32, allowed the innocent wife to divorce

her guilty husband, as well asthe innocent husband to divorce hisguilty

wife, as we learn from the shepherd Hermas, Mand. B. iv. and from the

second apology ofJustin Martyr, where a persecution was brought upon

the Christians upon such a divorce ; and I think the Roman laws per-

mitted it at the time, as well as the laws of Christianity. Nowthis Ba-

bas, who was one of the race of the Asmoneans or Maccabees, as the

latter endof this section informs us, is related bythe Jews, as Dr. Hud-

son here remarks, to have been so eminently religious in the Jewish

way, that, except the day following the 10th of Tisri, the great day of

atonement, when he seems to have supposed all his sins entirely forgiv

en, he used every day of the whole yearto offer sacrifice for his sinsof

ignorance, or such as he supposed he had been guilty of, but did not

distinctly remember. See somewhat like it of Agrippa the Great, Antiq.

B. xix. c. iii. sec. 3. vol. iii. andJob i. 4, 5,
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the sons of Babas were of great dignity, and had power

among the multitude, and were faithful to Antigonus, and

were always raising calumnies against Herod, and encour

aged the people to preserve the government to that royal

family which held it by inheritance. So those men acted

thus politically, and, as they thought, for their own advan-

tage ; but when the city was taken, and Herod had gotten

thegovernment into his hands, and Costobarus was appointed

to hinder men from passing out at the gates, and to guard

the city, that those citizens that were guilty, and of the party

opposite to the king, might not get out of it, Costobarus be-

ing sensible that the sons of Babas were had in respect and

honour bythewhole multitude , and supposing that their pre-

servation might be of great advantage to him in the changes

of government afterwards, he set them by themselves, and

concealed them in his own farms ; and whenthe thing was

suspected, he assured Herod upon oath that he really knew

nothing of that matter, and so overcame the suspicions that

lay upon him; nay, after that, when the king had publicly

proposed a reward for the discovery, and had put in prac-

tice all sorts of methods for searching out this matter, he

would not confess it, but being persuaded , that when he had

at first denied it , if the men were found, he should not es-"

cape unpunished, he was forced to keep them secret, not

only out of his good-will to them, but out of a necessary re-

gard to his own preservation also : but when the king knew

the thingbyhis sister's information, he sent men to the places

where he had the intimation they were concealed , and or-

dered both them, and those that were accused as guilty with

them, to be slain, insomuch that there were now none at all

left of the kindred of Hyrcanus, and the kingdom was en-

tirely in Herod's own power, and there was nobody remain-

ing of such dignity as to put a stop to what he did against

the Jewish laws.

CHAPTER VIII.

HOW TEN MEN OF THE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM ] MADE A

CONSPIRACY AGAINST HEROD, FOR THE FOREIGN PRACTICES

HE HAD INTRODUCED, WHICH WAS A TRANSGRESSION OF

THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY . CONCERNING THE BUILD-

ING OF SEBASTE AND CESAREA, AND OTHER EDIFICES OF

HEROD.

1. On this account it was that Herod revolted from the

laws of his country, and corrupted their ancient constitu-

tion, by the introduction of foreign practices, which consti-

Vol. III. 20*
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tution yet ought to have been preserved inviolable ; by

which means we became guilty of great wickedness after-

wards, while those religious observances which used tolead

the multitude to piety, were now neglected : for, in the first

place, he appointed solemn games to be celebrated every

fifth year, in honour of Cæsar, and built atheatre at Jerusa-

lem, as also a verygreat amphitheatre in the plain. Both

ofthem were indeed costly works, but opposite to the Jew-

ish customs ; for we have had no such shows delivered down

to us as fit to be used or exhibited by us ; yet did he cele-

brate these games every five years, in the most solemn and

splendid manner. He also made proclamation to the neigh-

bouring countries, and called men together out of every na-

tion. The wrestlers also, and the rest of those that strove

for the prizes in such games, were invited out of every land,

both bythe hopes of the rewards there to be bestowed, and

bythe glory of victory to be there gained. So the princi-

pal persons that were the most eminent in these sort of ex-

ercises, were gotten together, for there were verygreat re-

wards for victory proposed, not only to those that performed

their exercises naked, but to those that played as musicians

also, and were called Thymelici ; and he spared no pains to

induce all persons, the most famous for such exercises, to

come to this contest for victory. He also proposed no small

rewards to those who ran for the prizes in chariot races,

when they were drawn by two, or three, or four pair of

horses . He also imitated every thing, though never so costly

or magnificent, in other nations, out of an ambition that he

might give most public demonstration of his grandeur. In-

scriptions also of the great actions of Cæsar, and trophies of

those nations which he had conquered in his wars, and all

made of the purest gold and silver, encompassed the thea-

tre itself: nor was there any thing that could be subservient

to his designs, whether it were precious garments, or pre-

cious stones set in order, which was not also exposed to sight.

in these games. He had also made a great preparation of

wild beasts, and of lions themselves in great abundance, and

of such other beasts as were either of uncommon strength,

or of such a sort as were rarely seen. These were prepared

either to fight with one another, or that men who were con-

demned to death were to fight with them. And truly fo-

reigners were greatly surprised and delighted at the vastness

of the expenses here exhibited , and at the great dangers

that were here seen;* but to native Jews, this was no better

These grand plays, and shows, and Thymelici, or music meetings,

andchariot races, when the chariots were drawn by two, three, or four

pair of horses, &c. instituted by Herod in his theatres, were still, as we
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than a dissolution of those customs for which they had so

great a veneration. It appeared also no better than an in-

stance of barefaced impiety, to throwmen towild beasts, for

the affording delight to the spectators ; and it appeared an

instance ofnoless impiety to change their own laws, for such

foreign exercises : but, above all the rest, the trophies gave

most distaste to the Jews, for as they imagined them to be

images, included within the armour that hung round about

them,theyweresorely displeased at them, because it was not

the custom oftheir country to pay honours to such images.

2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the disturbance they

were under ; and as he thought it unseasonable to use vio-

lence withthem, so he spake to some ofthem byway ofcon-

solation, and in order to free them from that superstitious

fear they were under ; yet could not he satisfy them , but

they cried out with one accord, out of their great uneasiness

at the offences they thought he had been guilty of, that al-

though they should think of bearing all the rest, yet would

they never bear images of men in their city, meaning the

trophies, because this was disagreeable to the laws of their

country. Now when Herod saw them in such a disorder,

and that they would not easily change their resolution, un-

less they received satisfaction in this point, he called to him

the most eminent men among them, and brought them upon

the theatre, and showed them the trophies, and asked them,

what sort of things they took these trophies to be ? And

when they cried out, that they were the images of men, he

gave orders that they should be stripped of these outward

ornaments which were about them, and showed them the

naked pieces of wood ; which pieces of wood, now without

any ornament, became matter ofgreat sport and laughter to

them, because they had before always had the ornaments of

images themselves in derision.

3. When therefore Herod had thus got clear of the mul-

titude, and had dissipated the vehemency of passion under

which they had been, the greatest part ofthe people were

disposed to change their conduct, and not to be displeased

at him any longer ; but still some of them continued in their

displeasure against him, for his introduction of newcustoms,

see here, looked on by the sober Jews as heathenish sports, and tending

to corrupt the manners of the Jewish nation, and to bring them into

love with paganish idolatry, and paganish conductof life, but to the dis-

solution of the law of Moses, and accordingly were greatly and justly

condemned bythem, as appears here and every where else in Josephus.

Nor is the case of our modern masquerades, plays, operas, and the like

pomps andvanities of this wicked world, of any better tendency under

Christianity.



236 ANTIQUITIES

and esteemed the violation of the laws of their country as

likely to be the origin of very great mischiefs to them, so

that they deemed it an instance of piety, rather to hazard

themselves [to be put to death] than to seem as ifthey took

no notice of Herod, who, upon the change he had made in

their government, introduced such customs, and that in a

violent manner, which they had never been used to before,

as indeed in pretence a king, but in reality one that showed

himself an enemy to their whole nation ; onwhich account

ten men, that were citizens [of Jerusalem,] conspired toge-

ther against him, and sware to one another to undergo any

dangers in the attempt, and took daggers with them, under

their garments, [ for the purpose of killing Herod.] Now

there was a certain blind man among those conspirators, who

had thus sworn to one another, on account of the indigna-

tion he had against what he heard to have been done : he

was not indeed able to afford the rest any assistance in the

undertaking, but was ready to undergo any suffering with

them, ifso be they should come to any harm, insomuch, that

he became a very great encourager of the rest of the under-

takers.

4. Whenthey had taken this resolution, and thatby com-

mon consent, they went into the theatre, hoping that, in the

first place, Herod himself could not escape them, as they

should fall upon him so unexpectedly ; and supposing, how-

ever, that ifthey missed him, they should kill a great many

of those that were about him : and this resolution they took,

though they should die for it, in order to suggest to the king

what injuries he had done to the multitude. These conspi-

rators, therefore, standing thus prepared beforehand, went

about their design with great alacrity ; but there was one of

those spies ofHerod's, that were appointed for such purposes,

to fish out and inform him of any conspiracies that should be

made against him , who found out the whole affair, and told

the king of it, as he was about to go into the theatre . So

when he reflected on the hatred which he knew the greatest

part of the people bore him, and on the disturbances that

arose upon every occasion, he thought this plot against him

not to be improbable. Accordingly,he retired into his pa-

lace, and called those that were accused of this conspiracy

before him by their several names ; and as uponthe guards

falling upon them , they were caught in the very fact, and

knew they could not escape, they prepared themselves for

their ends with all the decency they could, and so as not at

all to recede from their resolute behaviour, for they showed

no shame for what they were about, nor denied it, butwhen
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theywere seized, they showed their daggers, and professed,

that" the conspiracy they had sworn to, was a holy and a

pious action ; that what they intended to do was not for gain,

or out ofany indulgence to their passions, but principally for

those common customs of their country, which all the Jews

were obliged to observe, or to die for them." This was what

these men said, out of their undaunted courage in this con-

spiracy. So they were led away to execution bythe king's

guards that stood about them, and patiently underwent all

the torments inflicted on them till they died. Nor was it

long before that spy, who had discovered them, was seized

on by some of the people, out of the hatred they bore to

him, and was not only slain by them, but pulled to pieces,

limb from limb, and given to the dogs. This execution was

seen by many of the citizens, yet would not one of them dis-

cover the doers of it, till upon Herod's making a strict scru

tiny after them, by bitter and severe tortures, certain wo-

men that were tortured confessed what they had seen done :

the authors of which fact were so terribly punished by the

king, that their entire families were destroyed, for this their

rash attempt ; yet did not the obstinacy of the people, and

that undaunted constancy they showed in the defence oftheir

laws, make Herod any easier to them, but he still strength-

ened himself after a more secure manner, and resolved to

encompass the multitude every way, lest such innovations

should end in an open rebellion .

5. Since, therefore, he had now the city fortified bythe

palace in which he lived, and by the temple, which had a

strong fortress by it, called Antonia, and was rebuilt byhim-

self, he contrived to make Samaria a fortress for himselfalso

against all the people , and called it Sebaste, supposing that

this place would be a strong hold against the country, not in-

ferior to the former. So he fortified that place, which was a

day's journey distant from Jerusalem, and which would be

useful to him in common, to keep both the country and the

city in awe. He also built another fortress for the whole na-

tion : it was of old called Strato's Tower, but was by him

named Cæsarea. Moreover, he chose out some select horse-

men, and placed them in the great plain, and built [ for them]

a place in Galilee, called Gaba, with Hesebonitis, in Perea.

And these were the places which he particularly built, while

he was always inventing somewhat farther for his own secu-

rity, and encompassing the whole nation with guards, that

they might by no means get from under his power, nor fall

into tumults, which theydid continually upon any small com-

motion : and that if they did make anycommotions he might
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know ofit, while some of hisspies might be upon them from

the neighbourhood, and might both beable to knowwhatthey

were attempting, and to prevent it. And when he went

about building the wall of Samaria, he contrived to bring

thither manyof those that had been assisting him in his wars,

and manyof the people in that neighbourhood also , whom he

made fellow-citizens with the rest. This he did out of an

ambitious desire ofbuilding a temple, and out of a desire to

make the city more eminent than it had been before , but

principally because he contrived that it might at once be for

his own security, and a monument of his magnificence. He

also changed its name, and called it Sebaste. Moreover,

he parted the adjoining country, which was excellent in its

kind, among the inhabitants of Samaria, that they might be

in a happy condition, upon their first coming to inhabit it.

Besides all which, he encompassed the city with a wall of

great strength, and made use ofthe acclivity ofthe place for

making its fortifications stronger ; nor was the compass ofthe

place made now so small as it had been before, but was such

as rendered it not inferior to the most famous cities ; for it

was twenty furlongs in circumference. Now within, and

about the middle of it, he built a sacred place, of a furlong

and a half [in circuit, ] and adorned it with all sorts of deco-

rations, and therein erected a temple, which was illustrious

onaccount of both its largeness and beauty. And as to the

several parts ofthe city, he adorned them with decorations of

all sorts also : and as to what was necessary to provide for

his own security, he madethe walls very strong forthat pur-

pose, and made it, for the greatest part, a citadel : and as to

the elegance of the buildings, it was taken care of also, that

he might leave monuments of the fineness of his taste, and

of his beneficence, to future ages.

G TH

CHAPTER IX.

CONCERNING THE FAMINE THAT HAPPENED IN JUDEA AND

SYRIA ; AND HOW HEROD, AFTER HE HAD MARRIED AN-

OTHER WIFE, REBUILT CESAREA, AND OTHER GRECIAN

CITIES.

1. Now in this very year, which was the thirteenth year

of the reign of Herod, very great calamities came upon the

country: whether theywere derived fromthe anger ofGod,

orwhether this misery returns again naturally in certain pe-

riods of time ; for, in the first place, there were perpétual

Here we have an eminent example ofthe language of Josephus in

his writingto Gentiles, different from that when he wrote to Jews: in

.
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droughts, and for that reason the groundwas barren, and did

not bring forth the same quantity of fruits that it usedto pro-

duce ; and after this barrenness of the soil, that change of

foodwhichthe want ofcorn occasioned, produced distempers

in the bodies of men, and a pestilential disease prevailed,

one misery following upon the back of another ; and these

circumstances, that they were destitute both of methods of

cure, and of food, made the pestilential distemper, which

began after a violent manner, the more lasting. The de-

struction of men also, after such a manner, deprived those

that survivedof all their courage, because they hadnowayto

provide remedies sufficient for the distresses they were in.

Whenthereforethe fruits ofthat year were spoiled,and what-

soever they had laid up beforehand was spent, there was no

foundation ofhope for relief remaining, but the misery, con-

trary to what they expected, still increased upon them ; and

this not only in that year, while they had nothing for them-

selves left at the end of it, ] but what seed they had sown

perished also, by reason ofthe ground not yielding its fruits

in the second year.* This distress they were in made them

also out of necessity to eat many things that did not use tobe

eaten : nor was the king himself free from this distress any

more than other men, as being deprived of that tribute he

used to have from the fruits of the ground, and having al-

ready expended what money he had in his liberality to those

whose cities he had built ; nor had he any people that were

worthy ofhis assistance, since this miserable state of things

had procured him the hatred of his subjects, for it is a con-

stant rule,that misfortunes are still laid to the accountofthose

that govern.

his writing to whom, he still derives all such judgments from the anger

ofGod; but because he knew many of the Gentiles thought they might

naturally come in certain periods, he complies with them in the follow-

ing sentence. See the note onthe War. B. 1. c. xxxviii. sec. 2. vol. v.

* This famine for two years that affected Judea and Syria, the 13th

and 14th years ofHerod, which are the 23d and 24th years before the

Christian era, seems to have been more terrible during this time than

wasthat in the days of Jacob, Gen. xli. xlii. Andwhat makes the com-

parison the more remarkable is this, that now, as well as then, the re-
fiefthey had was from Egypt, also, then from Joseph the governor of

Egypt, under Pharaoh king of Egypt, and now from Petronius the pre-

fect of Egypt, under Augustus the Roman emperor. See almost the

like case, Antiq. B. xx. c. ii. sec. 6. vol. iv. It is also well worth our

observation here, that these two years were a Sabbatic year, and a year

of Jubilee, for which Providence, during the theocracy, used to pro-

vide a triple crop beforehand, but became now, when the Jewshadfor-

feited that blessing, the greatest years of famine to them ever sincethe

days of Ahab. 1 Kings xvii. xviii.
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2. In these circumstances he considered with himselfhow

to procure some seasonable help ; but this was a hard thing

to be done, while their neighbours had no food to sell them,

and their money also was gone, had it been possible to pur-

chase a little food at agreat price. However, he thought it

his bestway, by all means, not to leave off his endeavours to

assist his people ; so he cut off the rich furniture that was in

his palace, both ofsilver and gold, insomuch that he did not

spare the finest vessels he had, or those that were made with

the most elaborate skill of the artificers, but sent the money

to Petronius, who had been made prefect of Egypt by Ce-

sar : and as not a few had already fled to him under their ne-

cessities, and as he was particularly a friend to Herod, and

desirous to have his subjects preserved, he gave leave to

them, in the first place, to export corn, and assisted them,

every way, both in purchasing and exporting the same, so

that he was the principal, if not the only person, who afford-

ed them what help they had. And Herod taking care the

people should understand that this help came from himself,

did thereby not only remove from himthe ill opinion of those

that formerly hated him, but gave them the greatest demon-

stration possible of his good will to them, and care of them ;

for, in the first place, as for those who were able to provide

their own food , he distributed to them their portion of corn

in the exactest manner, but for those manythat were not able,

either by reason of their old age, or any other infirmity, to

provide food forthemselves, he made this provision for them ,

that the bakers should make their bread ready for them. He

also took care that they might not be hurt bythe dangers of

winter, since they were in great want of clothing also, by rea-

son ofthe utter destruction and consumption of their sheep

and goats, till they had no wool to make use of, nor any thing

else to cover themselves withal. And when he had procured

these things for his own subjects, he went farther, in order to

provide necessaries for their neighbours, and gave seed to

the Syrians, which thing turned greatly to his own advantage

also , this charitable assistance being afforded most seasona-

bly to their fruitful soil, so that every one had now a plen-

tiful provision of food. Upon the whole, when the harvest

of the land was approaching, he sent no fewer than fifty

thousand men, whom he had sustained, into the country

bywhich means he both repaired the afflicted condition of

his own kingdom with great generosity and diligence, and

lightened the afflictions of his neighbours, who were under

the same calamities, for there was nobody who had been in

want, that was left destitute of a suitable assistance byhim :
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may, farther, there were neither any people, nor any cities,

nor any private men, who were to make provisions for mul-

titudes, and on that account were in want of support, and

had recourse to him, but received what they stood in need

of, insomuch, that it appeared upon a computation, that the

number of cori of wheat, of ten attick medimni a-piece, that

were given to foreigners, amounted to ten thousand, and the

number that was given in his own kingdom was about four

score thousand. Now it happened, that this care of his, and

this seasonable benefaction, had such influence on the Jews,

and was so cried up among other nations, as to wipe off that

old hatred which his violation ofsome of their customs , dur-

ing his reign, had procured him among the nation, and that

this liberality of his assistance in this their great necessity,

was full satisfaction for all that he had done of that nature,

as it also procured him great fame among foreigners and

it looked as if these calamities that afflicted his land to a

degree plainly incredible, came in order to raise his glory,

and to be to his great advantage, for the greatness of his li-

berality in these distresses, which he now demonstrated be-

yond all expectation, did so change the disposition of the

multitude toward him, that they were ready to suppose he

had been from the beginning not such a one as they had

found him to be by experience, but such a one as the care

he had taken of them in supplying their necessities, proved

him now to be.

:

3. About this time it was that he sent five hundred chosen

men out of the guards of his body, as auxiliaries to Cæsar,

whom Ælius Gallius* led to the Red Sea, and who were of

great service to him there. When therefore his affairs were

thus improved, and were again in a flourishing condition, he

built himself a palace in the upper city, raising the rooms to

a very great height, and adorning them with the most costly

furniture ofgold, and marble seats, and beds, and these were

so large, that they could contain very many companies of

men. These apartments were also of distinct magnitudes,

and had particular names given them, for one apartment was

called Cæsar's, another Agrippa's. He also fell in love again,

and married another wife, not suffering his reason to hinder

him from living as he pleased. The occasion of this his mar-

riage was as follows : there was one Simon, a citizen ofJe-

* This Elius Gallius seems to be no other than that Ælius Largus

whom Dio speaks of, as conducting an expedition that was about this

time made into Arabia Felix, according to Petavius, who is here cited

by Spanheim. See a full account of this expedition in Prideaux, a

the years 23 and 24.

VOL. III. 21
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rusalem, the son of une Boethus, a citizen ofAlexandria, and

a priest of great note there : this man had a daughter, who

was esteemed the most beautiful woman of that time ; and

when the people of Jerusalem began to speak much in her

commendation, it happened that Herod was much affected

with what was said of her ; and when he saw the damsel , he

was sitten with her beauty, yet did he entirely reject the

thoughts of using his authority to abuse her, as believing

what was the truth, that by so doing he should be stigmatized

for violence and tyranny, so he thought it best to take the

damsel to wife. And while Simon was of a dignity too infe-

rior to be allied to him, but still too considerable to be des-

pised, he governed his inclinations after the most prudent

manner, byaugmenting the dignity ofthe family,and making

them more honourable : so he immediately deprived Jesus ,

the son of Phabet, of the high-priesthood, and conferred that

dignity on Simon, and so joined in affinity with him, [by

marrying his daughter. ]

4. When this wedding was over, be built another citadel

in that place where he had conquered the Jews when he was

driven out of his government, and Antigonus enjoyed it.

This citadel is distant from Jerusalem about threescore fur-

longs. It was strong by nature, and fit for such a building. It

is a sort of a moderate hill , raised to a farther height by the

hand of man, till it was ofthe shape of a woman's breast. It

is encompassed with circular towers, and hath a straight ascent

up to it, which ascent is composed of steps ofpolished stones,

in number two hundred. Within it are royal and very rich

apartments, ofa structure that provided both for securityand

forbeauty. About the bottom there are habitations ofsuch a

structure as are well worth seeing, both on other accounts ,

and also on account of the water which was brought thither

from a great way off, and at vast expenses, for the place itself

is destitute of water. The plain that is about this citadel is

full ofedifices, not inferior to any city in largeness, and hav

ing the hill above it in the nature of a castle.

5. And now, when all Herod's designs had succeeded ac

cording to his hopes, he had notthe least suspicion that any

trouble could arise in his kingdom, because he kept his peo-

ple obedient; as well by the fear theystood in of him , forhe

wasimplacable in the infliction of his punishments, as by the

provident care he had showed toward them, after the most

magnanimous manner, when they were under their distresses:

but still he took care to have external security for his go-

vernment, as a fortress against his subjects : for the orations

he made to the cities were very fine, and tull of kindness ;

}

a
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andhe cultivated a seasonable goodunderstanding with their

governors, and bestowed presents on every one of them, in-

ducing them thereby to be more friendly to him, and using

his magnificent disposition, so as his kingdom might be the

better secured to him, and this till all his affairs were every

way more and more augmented. But then this magnificent

temperof his, and that submissive behaviour and liberality

which he exercised toward Cæsar, and the most powerful

men of Rome, obliged him to transgress the customs of his

nation, and to set aside many of their laws, and by building

cities after an extravagant manner, and erecting temples ;

not in Judea indeed , for that would not have been borne, it

being forbidden to us to pay any honour to images, or repre-

sentations of animals, after the manner of the Greeks, but

still he did thus in the country [properly] out of our bounds,

and in the cities thereof. The apology which he made to

the Jews for these things was this , that all was done, not out

of his own inclinations, but bythe commands and injunctions

of others, in order to please Cæsar, and the Romans, as

though he had not the Jewish customs so much in his eye as

he had the honour of those Romans, while yet he had him-

self entirely in view all the while, and indeed was very am-

bitious to leave great monuments of his government to pos-

terity; whence itwas that he was so zealous in building such

fine cities, and spent such vast sums of money upon them.

Onemay here take notice, that how tyrannical and extravagant so-

ever Herod were in himself,and in his Grecian cities, as to those plays,

and shows, and temples for idolatry, mentioned above, c. viii. sec. 1,

and here also, yet durst even he introduce very few of them intothe

cities of the Jews, who, as Josephus here notes, would not even then

havebornethem, so zealous were theystill for many ofthelawsofMoses,

even under so tyrannical government as this was of Herod the Great:

which tyrannical government puts me naturally in mind of Dean Pri-

deaux's honest reflection upon the like ambition, after such tyrannical

power in Pompey and Cæsar. "One ofthese, [says he, at the year 60, ]

could not bear an equal, nor the other a superior ; and through this

ambitious humour and thirst after more power in these two men, the

whole Roman empire being divided into two opposite factions, there

was produced hereby the most destructive war that ever afflicted it ;

and the like folly too much reigns in ali other places. Could about

thirty men be persuaded to live at home in peace, without enterprising

upon the rights of each other, for the vain glory of conquest, and the

enlargement of power, the whole world might be at quiet, but their am-

bition, their follies, and their humour leading them constantlyto en-

croach upon and quarrel with each other, they involve all that are un-

der them in the mischiefs thereof; and many thousands are they which

yearly perish by it so that it may almost raise a doubt, whether the

benefit which the world receives from government be sufficient to make

amends for the calamities which it suffers from the follies, mistakes, and

mal-administrations of those who manage it.
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6. Now, upon his observation of a place near the sea

which was very proper for containing a city, and was before

called Strato's Tower, he set about getting a plan for a mag-

nificent city there, and erected many edifices with great dili

gence all over it, and this of white stone. He also adorned

it with most sumptuous palaces, and large edifices for con-

taining the people ; and what was the greatest and most la-

borious work of all, he adorned it with a haven, that was

always free from the waves ofthe sea. Its largeness was not

less than the Pyræus [at Athens, ] and had, toward the city,

a double station for the ships. It was of excellent workman-

ship ; and this was the more remarkable for its being built

in a place that of itself was not suitable for such noble struc-

tures, but was to be brought to perfection by materials from

other places, and at verygreat expenses. This city is situate

in Phoenicia, in the passage bysea to Egypt, betweenJoppa

and Dora, whichare lesser maritime cities, and not fit for ha-

vens, on account of the impetuous south winds that beat upon

them, which rolling the sands that come fromthe sea against

the shores, do not admit of ships lying in their station, but

the merchants are generally forced there to ride at their an-

chors inthe sea itself. So Herod endeavoured to rectify this

inconvenience, and laid out such a compass toward the land

as might be sufficient for a haven, wherein the great ships

might lie in safety ; and this he effected by letting down vast

stones ofabove fifty feet in length, not less than eighteen in

breadth, and nine in depth, into twenty fathom deep, and as

some were lesser, so were others bigger than those dimen-

sions . This mole which he built by the seaside , was two

hundred feet wide, the halfof which was opposedtothe cur-

rent of the waves, so as to keep off those waves which were

to break upon them, and so was called Procymatia, or the

first breaker of the waves, but the other half had upon it a

wall with several towers, the largest of which was named

Drusus, and was a work of very great excellence, and had

its name from Drusus, the son-in-law of Cæsar, who died

young. There were also a great number of arches where

the mariners dwelt. There was also before them akey, [or

landing-place,] which ran round the entire haven, and was a

most agreeable walk to suchas had a mindto that exercise :

but the entrance or mouth ofthe port was made onthe north

quarter, on which side was the stillest of the winds of all in

this place : and the basis of the whole circuit on the left

hand, as you enter the port, supported a round turret, which

was made very strong, in order to resist the greatest waves,

while onthe right hand, as you enter, stood two vast stones
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and those each of them larger than the turret, which were

over against them : these stood upright, and were joined

together. Now, there were edifices all along the circular

haven, made of polished stone, with a certain elevation,

whereon was erected a temple, that was seen a great way

off by those that were sailing for that haven, and had in it

two statues, the one of Romulus, the other ofCæsar. As the

city itself was called Cæsarea, which was also itself built of

fine materials, and was of a fine structure ; nay, the very

subterranean vaults and cellars had no less of architecture

bestowed on them than had the building above ground.

Some of these vaults carried things at even distances tothe

haven and to the sea, but one of them ran obliquely, and

bound all the rest together, that both the rain, and the filth

ofthe citizens were together carried off with ease, and the

sea itself, upon the flux of the tide from without, came into

the city and washed it all clean. Herod also built therein

a theatre ofstone ; and on the south quarter, behind the port,

an amphitheatre also, capable of holding a vast number of

men, and conveniently situated for a prospect to the sea.

So this city was thus finished in twelve years during which

time, the king did not fail to go on both with the work, and

to pay the charges that were necessary.

CHAPTERX.

HOW HEROD SENT HIS SONS TO ROME ; HOW ALSO HE WAS

ACCUSED BY ZENODORUS AND THE GADARENS, BUT WAS

•

蜀

CLEARED OF WHAT THEY ACCUSED HIM OF, AND WITHAL

GAINED TO HIMSELF THE GOOD WILL OF CESAR.. CON-

CERNING THE PHARISEES , THE ESSENES, AND MANAHEM.

1. WHEN Herod was engaged in such matters, and when

he had already re-edified Sebaste (Samaria,) he resolved to

send his sons, Alexander and Aristobulus, to Rome, to enjoy

the
company ofCæsar, who, when they came thither, lodged

at the house of Pollio, † who was very fond of Herod's

friendship ; and they had leave to lodge in Cæsar's own pal-

* Cæsarea being here said to be rebuilt and adorned in twelve years,

and soon afterwards in ten years, Antiq. B. xvi. c. v. sec. 1, there must

be a mistake in one ofthe places as to the true number, but in which of

them it is hard positively to determine.

This Pollio, with whom Herod's sons lived at Rome, was not Pollio

the Pharisee, alreadymentioned by Josephus, c. i. sec. 1 , and again

presently after this, & x. sec. 4, but Asinius Pollio, the Roman, as Span-
heim here observes.

Vol. III. 21*
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ace, for he received these sons of Herod with all humility,

and gave Herod leave to give his kingdom to which of his

sons he pleased ; and, besides all this, he bestowed on hima

Trachon, and Batanea, and Auranitis , which he gave him

onthe occasion following : one Zenodorus * had hired what

was called the house of Lysanias, who, as he was not satis-

fied with its revenues, became a partnerwiththe robbers that

inhabited the Trachones, and so procured himself a larger

income, for the inhabitants of those places lived in a mad

way,and pillaged the country ofthe Damascenes, while Ze-

nodorus did not restrain them, but partook of the preythey

acquired. Now, as the neighbouring people were hereby

great sufferers , they complained to Varro, who was then

president [of Syria] , and entreated him to write to Cæsar

about this injustice ofZenodorus. Whenthese matters were

laid before Cæsar, he wrote back to Varro to destroy those

nests of robbers, and to give the land to Herod , that so by

his care the neighbouring countries might be no longer dis-

turbed with these doings of the Trachonites, for it was get

an easy thing to restrain them, since this way ofrobberyhad

been their usual practice, and they had no other way to get

their living, because they had neither a city of their own,

nor lands in their possession, but only some receptacles and

dens in the earth, and there they and their cattle lived in

common together ; however, they had made contrivances to

get pools ofwater, and laid up corn in granaries for them-

selves, and were able to make great resistance, by issuing

out on the sudden against any that attacked them ; for the

entrances of their caves were narrow, in which but one

could come in at a time, and the places within incredibly

large, and made very wide ; but the ground overtheir habi-

tations was not very high, but rather on a plain, while the

rocks are altogether hard and difficult to be entered upon,

unless any one gets into the plain road by the guidance of

another, for these roads are not straight, but have several

revolutions. But when these men are hindered from their

wicked preying upon their neighbours, their custom is to

prey one upon another, insomuch that no sort of injustice

comes amiss to them. But when Herod had received this

grant from Cæsar, and was come into this country, he pro-

cured skilful guides, and put a stop to their wicked robbe-

ries, and procured peace and quietness to the neighbouring

people.

* The character ofthis Zenodorus is so like that of a famous robber

of the samenamein Strabo, and that about this verycountry, and about

this very time also, that I think Dr. Hudson hardly needed to puta

perhapsto his determination that they were the same.
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2. Hereupon Zenodorus was grieved, in the first place,

because his principality was taken away from him, and still

more so, because he envied Herod, who had gotten it; so

hewent up to Rome to accuse him, but returned back again

without success. Now Agrippa was [ about this time] sent

to succeed Cæsar in the government ofthe countries beyond

the Ionian sea, upon whom Herod light whenhe was wintering

at Mytilene, for he had been his particular friend and com-

panion, and then returned into Judea again. However,

some ofthe Gadarens came to Agrippa, and accused Herod,

whom he sent back bound to the king, without giving them

the hearing but still the Arabians, who of old bare ill-will

to Herod's government, were nettled, and at that time at-

tempted to raise a sedition in his dominions, and, as they

thought, upon a more justifiable occasion ; for Zenodorus,

despairing already ofsuccess , as to his own affairs, prevented

[his enemies] by selling tothose Arabians a part of his prin-

cipality, called Auranitis, for the value of fifty talents ; but

as this was included in the dominions of Cæsar,they con-

tested the point with Herod, as unjustly deprived of what

they had bought. Sometimes they did this by making

incursions upon him, and sometimes by attempting force

against him, and sometimes by going to law with him.

Moreover, they persuaded the poorer soldiers to help them,

and were troublesome to him out of a constant hope that they

should reduce the people to raise a sedition : in which de-

signs, those that are in the most miserable circumstances of

life are still the more earnest ; and although Herod had been

a greatwhile apprized of these attempts, yet did not he in-

dulge any severity to them, but by rational methods aimed

to mitigate things, as not willing to give any handle for tu-

mults.

3. Nowwhen Herod had already reigned seventeen years,

Cæsar came into Syria ; at which time the greatest part of

the inhabitants ofGadara clamoured against Herod , as one

that was heavyin his injunctions, and tyrannical. These re-

proaches, they mainly ventured upon bythe encouragement

ofZenodorus, who took his oath that he would never leave

Herod till he had procured that they should be severedfrom

Herod's kingdom, andjoined to Cæsar's province. The Ga-

darens were induced hereby, and made no small cry against-

him, and that the more boldly, because those that had been

delivered up by Agrippa were not punished byHerod, who

let them go, and did them no harm for indeed, he was the

principal man in the world who appeared almost inexorable

in punishing crimes in his own family, but very generous in

remitting the offences that were committed elsewhere. And
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while they accused Herod of injuries, and plunderings, and

subversions of temples, hestood unconcerned, and was ready

to make his defence. However, Cæsar gave him his right

hand, and remitted nothing of his kindness to him, upon this

disturbance by the multitude : and indeed these things were

alleged the first day, but the hearing proceeded no farther

for as the Gadarens saw the inclination of Cæsar, and ofhis

assessors, and expected, as they had reason to do, that they

should be delivered up to the king, some ofthem , out of a

dread of the torments they might undergo, cut their own

throats inthe night-time, and some ofthem threw themselves

down precipices, and others ofthem cast themselves intothe

river, and destroyed themselves of their own accord ; which

accidents seemed a sufficient condemnation of the rashness

and crimes they had been guilty of: whereupon Cæsarmade

no longer delay, but cleared Herod from the crimes he was

accused of. Another happy accident there was, which was

a further great advantage to Herod at this time ; for Zeno-

dorus ' belly burst, and a great quantity of blood issued from

him in his sickness, and he thereby departed this life at An-

tioch, in Syria : so Cæsar bestowed his country, which was

no small one, upon Herod ; it lay between Trachon and Ga-

lilee, and contained Ulatha, and Paneas, and the country

round about. He also made him one of his procurators of

Syria, and commanded that they should do every thingwith

his approbation : and, in short, he arrived at that pitch of

felicity, that whereas there were but two men that governed

the vast Roman empire, first Cæsar, and then Agrippa, who

was his principal favourite, Cæsar preferred no one to He-

rod besides Agrippa, and Agrippa made no one his greater

friend than Herod, besides Cæsar. And when he had acquired

such freedom , he begged of Cæsar a tetrarchy for his bo-

ther Pheroras, while he did himself bestow upon him a re

venue of a hundred talents out of his own kingdom , that in

case he came to any harm himself, his brother might be in

safety, and that his sons might not have dominion over him.

So when he had conducted Cæsar to the sea, and was re-

turned home, he built him a most beautiful temple, of the

whitest stone, in Zenodorus' country, near the place called

Panium. This is a very fine cave in a mountain, underwhich

there is a great cavity in the earth, and the cavern is abrupt,

and prodigiously deep, and full ofa still water : over it hangs

Atetrarchy properly an originally denote the fourth part of an

entire kingdom or country, and a tetrarch one that was ruler of such

a fourth part, which always implies somewhat less extent of dominion

and power than belongs to akingdom andto a king.
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a vast mountain ; and under the cavern arise the springs of

the river Jordan. Herod adorned this place, which was al-

ready a very remarkable one, still farther, bythe erection

ofthis temple, which he dedicated to Cæsar.

4. At which time Herod released to his subjects the third

part oftheir taxes, under pretence indeed of relieving them

after the dearth they had had ; but the main reason was to

recover their good-will, which he now wanted, for they were

uneasy at him, because of the innovations he had introduced

in their practices, of the dissolution of their religion , and of

the disuse of theirown customs ; and the people every where

talked against him, like those that were still more provoked

and disturbed at his procedure : against which discontents

he greatly guarded himself, and took away the opportuni-

ties they might have to disturb him, and enjoined them to be

always at work : nor did he permit the citizens either to

meettogether, orto walk, or eat together, but watched every

thing they did ; and when they were caught, they were se

verely punished ; and many there were who were brought to

the citadel Hyrcania, both openly and secretly, and were

there put to death ; and there were spies set every where,

both in the city, and in the roads, who watched those that

met together ; nay, it is reported , that he did not himself

neglect this part of caution, but that he would oftentimes

himselftake the habit of a private man, and mix among the

multitude in thenight-time, and make trial what opinion they

had of his government ; and as for those that could no way

be reduced to acquiesce under his scheme of government,

he prosecuted them all manner ofways, but for the rest of

the multitude, he required that they should be obliged to take

an oath of fidelity to him, and at the same time compelled

them to swear that they would bearhim good-will, and con-

tinue certainly so to do in his management of the govern-

ment ; and indeed a great part of them , either to please him,

or out offear of him, yielded to what he required of them,

but for such as were of a more open and generous disposi-

tion, and had indignation at the force he used to them, he by

one means or other made way with them. He endeavoured

also to persuade Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, and the

greatest part of their scholars, to take the oath ; but these

would neither submit so to do, nor were they punished to-

gether with the rest, out of the reverence he bore to Pollio.

The Essenes also, as we call a sect ofours, were excusedfrom

this imposition. These men live the same kind of life as do

those whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans, concerning whom

I shall discourse more fully elsewhere. However, it is but
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fit to set down here the reasons wherefore Herod had these

Essenes in such bonour, and thought higher of them than

their mortal nature required : nor will this account be un-

suitable to the nature of this history, as it will show the

opinion men had ofthese Essenes .

5. Now, there was one of these Essenes, whose name was

Manahem, whohad this testimony, that he not onlyconducted

his life after an excellent manner, but had the foreknowledge

of future events given him by God also . This man once

saw Herod, when he was a child, and going to school, and

saluted him as king of the Jews ; but he, thinking that either

he did not know him, or that he was in jest, put him inmind

that he was but a private man, but Mauahemsmiled to him-

self, and clapped him on his backside with his hand, and said,

"However that be, thou wilt be king, and wilt begin thy

reign happily, for God finds thee worthy of it. And dothou

remember the blows that Manahem hath given thee, as being

a signal of the change of thy fortune. And truly this will be

the best reasoning for thee, that thou love justice [toward

inen, ] and piety toward God, and clemency toward thy citi-

zens : yet do I know how thy whole conduct will be, that

thou wilt not be such a one, for thou wilt excel all men in

happiness, and obtain an everlasting reputation, but thou wilt

forget piety and righteousness : and these crimes will not be

concealed from God, at the conclusion of thy life , whenthou

wilt find that he will be mindful of them and punish thee for

them." Now, at that time, Herod did not at all attend to

what Manahem said, as having no hopes of such advance-

ment ; but a little afterwards, when he was so fortunate as

to be advanced to the dignity of the king, and was in the

height of his dominion, he sent for Manahem, and asked him,

howlonghe should reign ? Manahem did not tell him the full

length of his reign, wherefore, upon that silence of his, he

asked him farther, Whether he should reign ten years, or

not ? He replied , " Yes, twenty years, nay, thirty years,"

but did not assign the just determinate limit of his reign.

Herod was satisfied with these replies, and gave Manahem

his hand, and dismissed him, andfrom that time he continued

to honour all the Essenes. We have thought, it proper to

relate these facts to our readers, howstrange soeverthey be,

and to declare what hath happenedamong us, because many

ofthese Essenes have bytheir excellent virtue, been thought

worthy ofthis knowledge of divine revelations
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CHAPTER XI.

HOW HEROD REBUILT THE TEMPLE, AND RAISED IT HIGHER,

AND MADE IT MORE MAGNIFICENT THAN IT WAS BEFORE ;

AS ALSO CONCERNING THAT TOWER WHICH HE CALLED

ANTONIA.

1. AND now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign.

and afterthe acts already mentioned, undertook a verygreat

work, that is, to build of himself the temple of God,* and

make it larger in compass, and to raise it to a most magnifi-

cent altitude, as esteeming it to be the most glorious of all

his actions, as it really was, to bring it to perfection, and that

this would be sufficient for an everlasting memorial ofhim;

but as he knew the multitude were not ready nor willingto

assist him in so vast a design, he thought to prepare them

first by making a speech to them, and then to set about the

work itself; so he called them together, and spake thus to

them: " I think I need not speak to you, my countrymen,

about such other works as I have done since I have come to

the kingdom, although I may say they have been performed

in such a manner as to bring more security to you than glory

to myself; for, I have neither been negligentin the most dif-

ficult times about what tended to ease your necessities, nor

have the buildings I have made , been so properto preserve

me as yourselves from injuries : and I imagine, that, with

God's assistance , I have advanced the nation ofthe Jews to

a degree of happiness which they never had before and

for the particular edifices belonging to your own country and

your own cities, as also to those cities that we have lately

acquired, which we have erected, and greatly adorned, and

thereby augmented the dignity of your nation, it seems to

me a needless task to enumerate them to you , since you well

know them yourselves ; but as to that undertaking which I

have a mind to set about at present, and which will be a

work of the greatest piety and excellence that can possibly

be undertaken by us , I will now declare it to you. Our

* We may here observe, that the fancy of the modern Jews, in call-

ing this temple, which was really the third of their temples, the second

temple, followed so long by latter Christians, seems to be without any
solid foundation. The reasonwhy the Christians bere follow theJews,

is, because ofthe prophecy of Haggai, ii. 6-9, which they expound of

the Messiah's coming to the second, or Zorobabel's temple of which
they suppose this of Herod's to be only a continuation, which is meant,

I think, ofhis coming tothe fourth and last temple, or to that future,

largest and most glorious one described by Ezekiel, whence I take the

former notion, how general soever, to bea great mistake. --See Lit. Ac-

comp.of Proph. p. 24.
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fathers indeed, when they were returned from Babylon, built

this temple to God Almighty, yet does it want sixty cubits

of its largeness in altitude ; for so much did that first temple

which Solomon built exceed this temple : nor let any one

condemn our fathers for their negligence or want of piety

herein, for it was not their fault that the temple was no

higher; for theywere Cyrus, and Darius, the son ofHystas-

pes, who determined the measures for its rebuilding ; and

it hath been by reason of the subjection of those fathers of

ours to them and to their posterity, and after them to the

Macedonians, that they had not the opportunity to followthe

original model of this pious edifice, nor could raise it to its

ancient altitude : but since I am now, by God's will, your

governor, and I have had peace a long time, and have

gained great riches, and large revenues, and what is the

principal thing ofall , I am in amity with, and well regarded

by the Romans, who, if I may so say, are the rulers of the

whole world, I will do my endeavour to correct that imper-

fection , which hath arisen from the necessity of our affairs,

and the slavery we have been under formerly, and to make

a thankful return, after the most pious manner, to God, for

what blessings I have received from him, by giving me this

kingdom, and that by rendering his temple as complete as

I am able."

2. And this was the speech which Herod made to them

but still this speech affrighted many of the people, as being

unexpected by them, and because it seemed incredible , it

did not encourage them, but put a dampuponthem, for they

were afraid that he would pull down the whole edifice, and

not be able to bring his intentions to perfection for its re-

building; and this danger appeared to them to be verygreat,

and the vastness of the undertaking to be such, as could

hardly be accomplished. But while they were in this dis-

position, the king encouraged them, and told them, " He

would not pull down their temple, till all things were gotten

And as he prom-
ready for building it up entirely again.

ised them this beforehand, so did he not break his word with

them , but got ready a thousand wagons, that were to bring

stones for the building, and chose out ten thousand ofthe

most skilful workmen, and brought a thousand sacerdotal

garments for as many ofthe priests, and had some ofthem

taught the arts of stone-cutters, and others ofcarpenters, and

then began to build, but this not till every thing was well

prepared for the work.

99

8. So Herod took awaythe old foundations, and laid oth-

ers, and erected the temple uponthem, being in length one

an

the

la

h

the

en

it

10

n

P

at

D

ver

be

Va

09

a

10

1,

ht



OF THE JEWS.
253

1

*
hundred cubits, and in height twenty additional cubits

which [twenty] upon the sinking of their foundations, fell

down ; andthis part itwasthat we resolved to raise again in

the days ofNero. Nowthe temple was built of stones that

were white and strong, and each of their length was twenty-

five cubits, their height was eight, and their breadth about

twelve ; and the whole structure, as was also the structure

of the royal cloister, was on each side much lower, but the

middle was much higher, till they were visible to those tha:

dwelt in the country for a great many furlongs, but chiefly

to such as livedover against them, andthose that approach-

ed tothem. The temple had doors also at the entrance, and

lintels over them, of the same height with the temple itself.

They were adorned with embroidered vails, with their flow-

ers of purple, and pillars interwoven : and over these, but

under the crown work, was spread out a golden vine, with

its branches hanging down from agreat height, the largeness

and fine workmanship ofwhich was a surprising sight tothe

spectators, to see what vast materials there were, and with

whatgreat skill the workmanship was done. He also encom-

passed the entire temple with very large cloisters, contriving

them to be in due proportion thereto ; and he laid out

larger sums of money upon them than had been done before

him, till it seemed that no one else had so greatly adorned

the temple as he had done. There was a large wall to both

the cloisters, which wall itself was the most prodigious work

that was ever heard of by man. The hill was a rocky as-

cent, that declined by degrees toward the east parts ofthe

city, till it came to an elevated level. This hill it was which

Solomon, who was the first of our kings, by divine revelation

encompassed with a wall ; it was of excellent workmanship

upwards, and round the top of it. He also built a wall be-

* Some of our modern students in architecture have made a strange

blunder here, when they imagine that Josephus affirms the entire foun-

dations ofthe temple or holy house sunk down into the rocky mountain

on which it stood , no less than 20 cubits, whereas he is clear that they

were the foundations of the additional 20 cubits only above the hun-

dred, (made perhaps weak on purpose, and only for show and grandeur,

that sunk orfell down, as Dr. Hudson rightly understands him : nor is

the thing itself possible in the other sense, Agrippa's preparation for

building the inner parts of the temple 20 cubits higher, (history ofthe

War, B. v. c. i. sec. 5, ) must in all probability refer tothis matter, since

Josephus says here, that this which had fallen down was designed tobe

raised up again under Nero, under whom Agrippa made that prepara-

tion. Butwhat Josephus says presently, that Solomon was the first

king ofthe Jews, appearsby the parallel place, Antiq. B. xx. c. ix. sec.

7, vol. iv. and other places, to be meant only the first of David's poste-

rity, andthe first builder of the temple.

Vol. III. 22
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low, beginning at the bottom, which was encompassed by a

deep valley and at the south side he laid rocks together,

and bound them one to anotherwith lead , and included some

of the inner parts, till it proceeded to a great height, and

till both the largeness of the square edifice, and its altitude,

were immense, and till the vastness of the stones inthefront

were plainly visible on the outside, yet so that the inward

parts were fastened together with iron, and preserved the

joints immoveable for all future times. When this work

[for the foundation ] was done in this manner, and joined to-

gether as part of the hill itself to the very top of it, he

wrought it all into one outward surface, and filled up the

hollow places which were about the wall, and made it a level

on the external upper surface, and a smooth level also.

This hill was walled all round, and in compass four furlongs,

[the distance of] each angle containing in length a furlong

but within this wall, and on the very top of all , there ran

another wall of stone also, having, on the east quarter a dou-

ble cloister of the same length with the wall ; in the midst

ofwhich was the temple itself. This cloister looked to the

gates ofthetemple ; and it had been adorned by many kings

in former times ; and round about the entire temple were

fixed the spoils taken from barbarous nations ; all these had

been dedicated to the temple by Herod, with the addition

of those he had taken from the Arabians.

4. Now onthe north side [of the temple ] was built a cita-

del , whose walls were square, and strong, and of extraordi-

nary firmness. This citadel was built bythe kings of the

Asmonean race, who were also high-priests before Herod,

and they called it the Tower, in which were reposited the

vestments of the high-priest, which the high-priest only put

on at the time when he was to offer sacrifice. These vest-

ments king Herod kept in that place ; and after his death

they were under the power of the Romans, until the time of

Tiberius Cæsar ; under whose reign Vitellius, the president

of Syria, when he once came to Jerusalem, and had been

most magnificently received bythe multitude , he had a mind

tomake themsome requital for the kindness they had showed

him ; so, upontheir petition to have those holy vestments in

their own power , he wrote about them to Tiberius Cæsar,

who granted his request ; and this their power over the sa-

cerdotal vestments continued with the Jews till the death of

king Agrippa ; but after that, Cassius Longinus, who was

president of Syria, and Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator

of Judea, enjoined theJews to reposit those vestments inthe

tower of Antonia, for that they ought to have them in their
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power, as they formerly had. However, theJews, sent am-

bassadorsto Claudius Cæsar to intercede with him for them ;

upon whose coming, king Agrippa the younger being then at

Rome, asked for and obtained the power over them from the

emperor, whogave command to Vitellius , whowas then com-

mander in Syria, to give it them accordingly. Before that

time, they were kept under the seal ofthe high-priest, and of

the treasurers of the temple ; which treasurers the day be

fore a festival, went up to the Roman captain ofthe temple

guards, and viewed their own seal, and received the vest-

ments ; and again, when the festival was over, they brought

it to the same place, and showed the captain of the temple

guards their seal, which corresponded with his seal, and re-

posited them there. And that these things were so, the af-

Alictions that happened to us afterwards [ about them] are suf-

ficient evidence : but for the tower itself, when Herod, the

king of theJews, had fortified it more firmly than before, in

order to secure and guard the temple, he gratified Antonius,

who was his friend, and the Roman ruler, and then gave it

the name of the Tower of Antonia.

5. Now inthe western quarters of the enclosure of the

temple there were four gates ; the first led to the king s pa-

lace, andwent to a passage overthe intermediate valley, two

more led to the suburbs ofthe city, and the last led to the

other city, where the road descended down into the valley

by a great number of steps, and thence up again by the as-

cent, for the city lay over against the temple in the manner

of a theatre, and was encompassed with a deep valley along

the entire south quarter ; but the fourth front of the temple,

which was southward, had indeed itselfgates in its middle, as

also it had the royal cloisters, with three walks, which reached

in length from the east valley unto that on the west, for it

was impossible it could reach any farther, and this cloister

deserves to be mentioned better than any other under the

sun ; forwhile the valley was very deep, and its bottom could

not be seen, if you looked from above into the depth, this

farther vastly high elevation of the cloister stood upon that

height, insomuch, that if any one looked down from the top

of the battlements, or down both those altitudes, he would

be giddy, while his sight could not reach to such an immense

depth. This cloister had pillars that stood in four rows over

againstthe other all along, forthe fourth rowwas interwoven

into the wall, which [also was built of stone ; ] and the thick-

ness of each pillar was such, that three men might, with their

arms extended , fathom it round, and join their hands again,

while its length was twenty-seven feet, with a double spiral



256
ANTIQUITIES

at its basis ; and the number of all the pillars [ in that court]

was a hundred and sixty-two. Their chapiters were made

with sculptures after the Corinthian order, and caused an

amazement [tothe spectators] by reason ofthegrandeur ofthe

whole. These four rows of pillars, including three intervals

for walking inthe middle ofthis cloister, two ofwhichwalks

were made parallel to each other, and were contrived after

the same manner ; the breadth of each of them was thirty

feet, the length was a furlong and the height fifty feet, but

the breadth ofthe middle part of the cloister was one and a

half of the breadth of the other, and the height was double,

for it was much higher than those on each side ; butthe roofs

were adorned with deep sculptures in wood, representing

many sorts of figures : the middle was much higher than the

rest, and the wall of the front was adorned with beams, rest-

ing upon pillars, that were interwoven into it , and that front

was all of polished stone, insomuch that its fineness , to such

as had not seen it, was incredible , and to such as had seen it

was greatly amazing. Thus was the first enclosure. In the

midst ofwhich, and not far from it, was the second, to be gone

up to by afewsteps: this was encompassed by astone-wall for

a partition, with an inscription, which forbade any foreigner

to go in under pain ofdeath. Now, this inner enclosure had

on its southern and northern quarters three gates (equally)

distant from one another ; but on the east quarter, toward the

sun rising, there was one large gate, through which such as

were pure came in, together with their wives, but the tem-

ple farther inward in that gate was not allowedto the women;

but still more inward was there a third [court of the ] temple,

whereinto it was not lawful for any but the priests alone to

enter. The temple itself was within this ; and before that

temple was the altar, on which we offer our sacrifices and

burnt-offerings to God. Into none of these three did king

Herod enter, for he was forbidden, because he was not a

priest. However, he took care of the cloisters, and the outer

enclosures, andthese he built in eightyears.

*

6. But the temple itself was built by the priests in a year

and six months : upon which all the people were full ofjoy;

and presently they returned thanks, in the first place, to God,

Into none of these three did king Herod enter, i. e. 1 , not into the

court of the priests ; 2, nor into the holy house itself; 3, nor intothe

separate place belonging to the altar, as the words following imply, for

none but priests, or their attendants, the Levites, might come into any

ofthem. See Antiq. B. xvi. c . iv. sec. 6, when Herod goes into the tem-

ple, and makes a speech in it to the people, but that could only be into

the court ofIsrael, whither the people could come to hear him.



OF THE JEWS.
257

and inthe next place, for, the alacrity the king had showed.

They feasted, and celebrated this rebuilding of the temple:

and for the king, he sacrificed three hundred oxen to God,

as did the rest every one according to his ability ; the num-

ber of which sacrifices it is not possible to set down, for it

cannot be that we should truly relate it ; for at the same time

with this celebration for the work about the temple, fell also

the day of the king's inauguration, whichhe kept of an old

custom as a festival, and it now coincided with the other,

which coincidence of them both made the festival most il-

lustrious.

7. There was also an occult passage built for the king ; it

led from Antonia to the inner temple, at its eastern gate ;

overwhich he also erected for himself a tower, that he might

havethe opportunity ofa subterraneous ascent to the temple,

in order to guard against any sedition which might be made

bythe people against their kings. It is also reported, that

during the time that the temple was building, it did not rain

in the day time, but that the showers fell in the nights, so

that the work was not hindered . And this our fathers have

delivered to us ; nor is it incredible, if any one have regard

to the other manifestations of God. And thus was performed

the work ofthe rebuilding ofthe temple.*

* This tradition which Josephus here mentions, as delivered down

from fathers to their children, of this particular remarkable circumstance

relating to the building of Herod's temple, is a demonstration that such

its building was a knownthing in Judea at this time. He was born but

46 years after it is related to have been finished , and might himself have

seen and spoken with some of the builders themselves, and with agreat

number ofthose that had seen it building. The doubt, therefore, about

the truth ofthis history, ofthe pulling down and rebuilding this temple

by Herod, which some weak people have indulged, was not then more

greater than it soon may be, whether or no St. Paul's church in Lon-

don, was burnt down in the fire of London, A. D. 1666, and rebuilt by

Sir Chistopher Wren a little afterwards.

- Vol. III. 3
2*



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.

BOOK XVI.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF 12 YEARS

[From the finishing of the temple by Herod, to the death of Alexander

and Aristobulus. ]

CHAPTER I.

ALAWOF HEROD'S ABOUTTHIEVES. SALOMEAND PHERORAS CA-

LUMNIATE ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS , UPON THEIR RE-

TURN FROM ROME, FORWHOM YET HEROD PROVIDES WIVES.

1. As king Herod was very zealous in the administration

of his entire government, and desirous to put a stop to par-

ticular acts of injustice which were done by criminals about

the city and country, he made a law, no way like our origi-

nal laws, and which he enacted of himself, to expose house-

breakers to be ejected out ofhis kingdom ; which punishment

was not only grievous to be borne by the offenders, but con-

tained in it a dissolution of the customs of our forefathers ;

for this slavery to foreigners, and such as did not live after

the manner of the Jews, and this necessity that they were

under to do whatsoever such men should command, was an

offence against our religious settlement, rather than a punish-

ment to such as were found to have offended, such a punish-

ment being avoided in our original laws : for those laws or-

dain, that the thief shall restore fourfold : and that ifhe have

not so much, he shall be sold indeed , but not to foreigners,

nor so that he be under perpetual slavery, for he must have

been released after six years. But this law, thus enacted, in

order to introduce a severe and illegal punishment, seemed

to be a piece ofinsolence in Herod, when he did not act as

a king, but as a tyrant, and thus contemptuously, and with-

out regard to his subjects, did he venture to introduce such a

punishment. Now this penalty, thus brought into practice ,

was like Herod's other actions, and became a part of his ac-

cusation, and an occasion of the hatred he lay under.

2. Now at this time it was that he sailed into Italy, as very

desirous to meet with Cæsar, and to see his sons who lived

at Rome and Cæsar was not only very obliging to himin

other respects, but delivered him his sons again, that he might
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takethemhomewithhim, as having already completed them-

selves in the sciences ; but as soon as the young men were

come from Italy, the multitude were very desirous to see

them, and they became conspicuous among them all , as

adorned with great blessings of fortune, and having the coun-

tenances of persons of royal dignity. So they soon appeared

to be the objects of envy to Salome, the king's sister, andto

such as had raised calumnies against Mariamne ; for they

were suspicious, that when these came to the governmen

they should be punished for the wickedness they had been

guilty ofagainst their mother: so they made this very fear of

theirs a motive to raise calumnies against them also. They

gave it out that they were not pleased with their father's

company, because he had put their mother to death, as if i

were not agreeable to piety to appear to converse with thei

mother'smurderer. Nowby carrying these stories, that had

indeed a true foundation [ in the fact,] but were only builton

probabilities, as to the present accusation, they were able to

do them mischief, and to make Herod take away that kind-

ness from his sons which he had before borne to them , for

they did not say these things to him openly, but scattered

abroad such words among the rest of the multitude ; from

which words, when carried to Herod, he was induced [at last]

to hate them , and which natural affection itself, even in length

oftime, was not able to overcome ; yet was the king at that

time in a condition to prefer the natural affection of a father

before all the suspicions and calumnies his sons lay under ;

so he respected them as he ought to do, and married them

to wives, now they were of an age suitable thereto. To

Aristobulus he gave for a wife Berenice, Salome's daughter,

and to Alexander, Glaphyra, the daughter ofArchelaus, king

ofCappadocia.

$

CHAPTER II.

HOW HEROD TWICE SAILED TO AGRIPPA ; AND HOW UPON THE

COMPLAINT OF THE JEWS IN IONIA AGAINST THE GREEKS,

AGRIPPA CONFIRMED THE LAWS OF THE JEWS TO THEM.

1. WHEN Herod had despatched these affairs, and he un-

derstood that Marcus Agrippa had sailed again out of Italy,

in Asia, he made haste to him, and besought him to come to

him into his kingdom, andto partake of what he mightjustly

expect from one that had been his guest, and was his friend.

This request he greatly pressed, and to it Agrippa agreed,

and came into Judea ; whereupon Herod omitted nothing
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that might please him. He entertained him in his new built

cities, and showed him the edifices he had built, and pro-

vided all sorts of the best and most costly dainties for him,

and hisfriends, and that at Sebaste, and Cæsarea, about that

port that he had built, and at the fortresses which he had

erected at great expenses, Alexandrium, and Herodium, and

Hyrcania. He also conducted him to the city Jerusalem,

where all the people met him in their festival garments, and

receivedhim withacclamations. Agrippa also offered a heca-

tomb of sacrifices to God ; and feasted the people, without

omitting any of the greatest dainties that could be gotten.

He also took so much pleasure there, that he abode many

days with them, and would willingly have staid longer, but

that the season of the year made him haste away : for, as

winterwascoming on,he thought it not safe to goto sea later,

and yet he was of necessity to return againto Ionia.

2. So Agrippa went away, when Herod had bestowed on

him, and on the principal of those that were with him, many

presents; but King Herod, when he had passed the winter

in his own dominions, made haste to get to him again in the

spring, whenhe knewhe designed to go to a campaign at the

Bosphorus. So when he had sailed by Rhodes, and byCos,

he touched at Lesbos, as thinking he should have overtaken

Agrippa there, but hewas taken short here by a north wind,

which hindered his ship fromgoing to the shore ; sohe con-

tinued many days at Chios, and there he kindly treated a

great many that came to him, and obliged them by giving

them royal gifts. And when he saw that the portico of the

city was fallen down, which, as it was overthrown in the

Mithridatic war, and was a very large and fine building, so

was it not so easy to rebuild that as it was the rest, yet didhe

furnish a sum not only large enough for that purpose, but,

what wasmore than sufficient tofinish the building : and or-

dered them not to overlook the portico, but to rebuild it

quickly, so that the city might recover its proper ornaments.

And when the high winds were laid, he sailed to Mitylene,

and thence to Byzantium ; and when he heard that Agrippa

was sailed beyond the Cyanean rocks, he made all the haste

possible to overtake him, and came up withhim about Sinope,

in Pontus. He was seen sailing bythe shipmenmost unex-

pectedly, but appeared to their great joy: and manyfriendly

salutations there were between them, insomuch that Agrippa.

thought he had received the greatest marks of the king's

kindness and humanity toward him possible, since the king

had come so long a voyage, and at a very proper season for

Is assistance and had left the government of his own domin.
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jons, and thought it more worth his while to come to him.

Accordingly, Herod was all in all to Agrippa in the manage-

ment of the war, and a great assistant in civil affairs, and in

givinghim counsel as to particular matters. He was also a

pleasant companion for himwhen he relaxed himself, and a

joint partaker withhim in all things ; in troubles, because of

his kindness, and in prosperity, because of the respect

Agrippa had forhim. Now as soon as those affairs of Pontus

were finished, for whose sake Agrippa was sent thither, they

did not think fit to return by sea, but passed through Paph-

lagonia and Cappadocia ; they then travelled thence over

Great Phyrgia, and came to Ephesus, and then they sailed

from Ephesus to Samos : and indeed the king bestowed a

great many benefits on every city that he came to, according

as they stood in need of them ; for as for those that wanted

either money or kind treatment, he was not wanting to them ;

but he supplied the former himselfout of his own expenses ;

he also became an intercessor with Agrippa for all such as

sought after his favour, and he brought things so about, that

the petitioners failed in none of their suits to him, Agrippa

being himself of a good disposition and of great generosity,

and ready to grant all such requests as might be advantage-

ous to the petitioners, provided they were not to the detri-

ment of others. The inclination of the king was of great

weightalso, and still excited Agrippa, who washimselfready

to do good ;forhe made a reconciliation betweenthe people

of Illium, at whom he was angry, and paid what money the

people of Chios owed to Cæsar's procurator, according as

their several necessities required.

3. But now, when Agrippa and Herod were in Ionia, a

great multitude of the Jews, who dwelt in cities, came to

them, and laying hold of the opportunity and the libertynow

given them , laid before them the injuries which they suf-

fered, while they were not permitted to use their own laws,

but were compelled to prosecute their lawsuits, by the ill

usages ofthejudges, upon theirholy days, and were deprived

of the money they used to lay up at Jerusalem, and were

forced into the army, and upon such other offices as obliged

them to spend their sacred money; from which burdens they

always usedto be freed by the Romans, who had still per-

mitted them to live accordingto their own laws. Whenthis

clamour was made, the king desired of Agrippa that he

would hear their cause, and assigned Nicolaus, one of his

friends, to plead for those their privileges. Accordingly

when Agrippa had called the principal of the Romans, and

such of the kings and rulers as were there,to be his asses
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sors, Nicolaus stood up, and pleaded for the Jews, as fol-

lows : " It is of necessity incumbent on such as are in dis-

tress to have recourse to those that have it in their power to

free them from those injuries they lie under ; and for those

that now are complainants, they approachyou with great as-

surance ; for as they have formerly often obtained your fa-

vour, so far as they have even wished to have it, they now

only entreat that you, who have been the donors, will take

care that those favours you have already granted them may

not be taken away fromthem. We have received these fa-

vours from you, who alone have power to grant them , but

have them taken from us by such as are no greater than our-

selves, and by such as we know are as much subjects as we

are ; and certainly, ifwe have been vouchsafed great favours ,

it is toour commendation, who have obtained them , as having

been found deserving of such great favours ; and if those fa-

vours be but small ones, it would be barbarous for the do-

nors not to confirm them to us : and for those that are the

hindrance ofthe Jews, and use them reproachfully , it is evi-

dent that they affront both the receivers, while they will not

allow those to be worthy men to whom their excellent rulers

themselves have borne their testimony, and the donors , while

they desire those favours alreadygranted may be abrogated.

Now, if any one should askthese Gentiles themselves, which

of the two things they would choose to part with, their lives,

or the customs of their forefathers, their solemnities, their

sacrifices, their festivals, which they celebrate in honour of

those they suppose to be gods ? Iknowvery well that they

would choose to suffer any thing whatsoever rather than a

dissolution of any ofthe customs of their forefathers ; for a

great many of them have rather chosen to go to war on that

account, as very solicitous not to transgress in those matters :

and indeed we take an estimate of that happiness which all

mankind do now enjoy by your means from this very thing,

that we are allowed every one to worship as our own institu-

tions require, and yet to live [in peace ; ] and although they

would not be thus treated themselves , yet dothey endeavour

to compel others to comply with them, as if it were not as

great an instance of impiety, profanely to dissolve the re-

ligious solemnities of any others, as to be negligent in the

observation of their own toward theirgods. And let us now

consider the one of these practices : is there any people, or

city, or community of men, to whom your government, and

the Roman power, does not appear to be the greatest bless-

ing ? Is there any one that can desire to make void the fa-

yours they have granted ? No one is certainly so mad ; for

S
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there are no men but such as have been partakers of their

favours both public and private ; and indeed those that take

away whatyou have granted canhave no assurance, but every

one of their own grants made them by you may be taken

from them also ; which grants of yours can yet never be suf-

ficiently valued ; for if they consider the old governments

under kings, together with your presentgovernment, besides

the great number of benefits whichthis government hath be-

stowed on them, in order to their happiness , this is instead

of all the rest, that they appear to be no longer in a state of

slavery but offreedom. Now, the privileges we desire , even

when we are in the best circumstances, are not such as de-

serve to be envied, for we are indeed in a prosperous state

by your means, but this is only in common with others ; and

it is more than this which we desire, to preserve our reli-

gion without any prohibition, which, as it appears not in it-

self a privilege to be envied us, so it is for the advantage of

those that grant it us ; for if the Divinity delights in being

honoured, it must delight inthose that permit themto be ho-

noured ; and there are none ofourcustoms which are inhuman,

butall tending topiety, and devoted tothe preservation ofjus-

tice ; nor do we conceal those injunctions of ours, by which

we govern our lives, they being memorials of piety, and of

a friendly conversation among men and the seventh day*

we set apart from labour : it is dedicated to the learningof

our customs and laws, we thinking it proper to reflect on

them, as well as on any [good] thing else, in order to our

avoiding of sin. If any one , therefore, examine into our ob-

servances, he will find they are good in themselves, and that

they are ancient also, though some think otherwise, insomuch,

that those who have received them cannot easily be brought

to depart from them, out of that honour they pay tothe length

of time they have religiously enjoyed them , and observed

them. Now, our adversaries take these our privileges away

in the way of injustice : they violently seize upon that money

of ours which is offered to God , and called sacred money,

and this openly, after a sacrilegious manner ; and they im-

pose tributes upon us, and bring us before tribunals on holy

days, and then require other like debts of us, not because

the contracts require it, and for theirown advantage, but be-

cause they would put an affront on our religion, of which

* We may here observe the ancient practice ofthe Jews, of dedicat-

ing the Sabbath day not to idleness, but to the learning their sacred

rites and religious customs, and to the meditation of the law of Moses.

The like to what we meet with elsewhere in Josephus also against

Apion, B. i. sec. 22.
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they are conscious, as well as we, and have indulged them

selves in an unjust, and to them involuntary hatred, foryour

government over all, is one tending to the establishing of be-

nevolence, and abolishing of ill-will among such as are dis-

posed to it. This is, therefore, what we implore from thee,

most excellent Agrippa, that we may not be ill treated ; that

we may not be abused ; that we may not be hindered from

making use of our own customs, nor be despoiled of our

goods ; nor be forced bythese men to do what we ourselves

force nobody to do ; for these privileges of ours are notonly

according to justice, but have formerly been granted us by

you and we are able to read to you many decrees of the

senate, and the tables that contain them, which are still ex-

tant in the capitol, concerning these things, which it is evi-

dent were granted after you had experience of our fidelity

toward you, which ought to be valued, though no such fide-

lity hadbeen ; foryou have hitherto preserved what people

were in possession of,not to us only, but almost to all men,

and have added greater advantages than they could have

hoped for, and thereby your government is become a great

advantage to them. And if any one were able to enumerate

the prosperity you have conferred on every nation, which

they possess by your means, he could never put an end to

his discourse ; but that we may demonstrate that we are not

unworthy of all those advantages we have obtained , it will

be sufficient for us to say nothing ofother things, but to speak

freely of this king who now governs us, and is now one of

thy assessors and indeed in what instance of good- will as

to your house hath he been deficient ? What mark of fide-

lity to it hath he omitted ? What token of honour hath he

not devised ? What occasion of his assistance ofyou hath

he not regarded at the very first ? What hindereth, there-

fore,but that your kindnesses may be as numerous as his so

great benefits to you have been. It may also perhaps be fit

not here to pass over in silence the valour of his father An-

tipater, who, when Cæsar made an expedition into Egypt,

assisted him with two thousand armed men, and proved in-

ferior to none, neither in the battles on land, nor in the ma-

nagement of the navy ; and what need I say any thing of

how great weight those soldiers were at that juncture ? or

many and how great presents they were vouchsafed by

Cæsar ? And truly I ought before now to have mentioned

the epistles which Cæsar wrote to the senate ; and how An-

tipater had honours, and the freedom of the city ofRome,

bestowed upon him, for these are demonstrations both that

we have received these favours by our owndeserts, and do,

how

te

he

an

e

go



OF THE JEWS.
265

1

on that account, petition thee for thy confirmation of them,

from whom we had reason to hope for them, thoughtheyhad

not been given us before, both out of regard to our king's

disposition toward you, and your disposition toward him .

And further, we have been informed by those Jews thatwere

there , with what kindness thou camest into our country, and

how thou offeredst the most perfect sacrifices to God, and

honouredst him with remarkable vows, and how thou gavest

the people a feast, and acceptedst of their own hospitable

presents to thee. We ought to esteem all these kind enter-

tainments, made both by our nation and our city, to a man

who is the ruler and manager of so much of the public af-

fairs, as indications of that friendship which thou hast re-

turned to the Jewish nation , and which hath been procured

them bythe family of Herod. So we put thee in mind of

these things inthe presence of the king, now sitting bythee,

and make our request for no more but this, that what you

have given us yourselves, you will not see taken away by

others from us.

4. When Nicolaus had made his speech ,there was no op-

position made to it by the Greeks, for this was not an inquiry

made, as in a court ofjustice , but an intercession to prevent

violence to be offered to the Jews any longer ; nor did the

Greeks make any defence of themselves, or deny what it

was supposed they had done. Theirpretence was no more

than this, that while the Jews inhabited in their country, they

were entirely unjust to them, [ in not joining in their wor-

ship ; but they demonstrated their generosity in this, that

though they worshipped according to their own institutions ,

they did nothing that ought to grieve them. So when

Agrippa perceived that they had been oppressed by vio-

lence, he made this answer : " That on account of Herod's

good-will and friendship , he was ready to grant the Jews

whatsoever they should ask him, and that their requests in

themselves seemed to him just, and that if they requested

any thing farther, he should not scruple to grant it them,

providedthey were no way to the detriment of the Roman

government ; but that, while their request was no more than

this, that what privileges they had already given them might

not be abrogated, he confirmed this to them, that they might

continue in the observation of their own customs, without any

one's offering them the least injury." And when he had

said thus, he dissolved the assembly : upon which Herod

stood up, and saluted him, and gave him thanks forthe kind

disposition he showed to them. Agrippa also took this ina

very obliging manner, and saluted him again, and embraced

Vol. III. 23
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him in his arms : after which he went away from Lesbos,

but the king determined to sail from Samos to his own coun-

try ; and when he had taken his leave of Agrippa, he pur-

sued his voyage, and landed at Cæsaria in a fewdays' time,

as having favourable winds ; from whence he went to Jeru-

salem, and there gathered all the people together to an as-

sembly, not a few being there out of the country also. So

he cameto them, and gave them a particular account of all

his journey, and of the affairs of all the Jews in Asia, how

by this means they would live without injurious treatment

for the time to come. He also told them of the entire good

fortune he had met with, and how he had administered the

government, and had not neglected any thing which was for

their advantage : and as he was very joyful, he now remit-

ted to them the fourth part of their taxes for the last year.

Accordingly, they were so pleased with his favour and

speech to them, that they went their ways with great glad-

ness, and wished the king all manner of happiness.

CHAPTER III.

HOW GREAT DISTURBANCES AROSE IN HEROD'S FAMILY ON

HIS PREFERRING ANTIPATER, HIS ELDEST SON, BEFORE

THE REST, TILL ALEXANDER TOOK THAT INJURY VERY

HEINOUSLY .

1. BUT now the affairs in Herod's family were in more

and more disorder, and became more severe upon him, by

the hatred ofSalome to the young men [ Alexander and Ar-

istobulus, ] which descended as it were by inheritance [ from

their mother Mariamne ] and as she fully had succeeded

against their mother, so she proceeded to that degree of

madness and insolence, as to endeavour that none of her pos-

terity might be left alive, who might have it in their power

to revenge her death. The young men had also somewhat

of a bold and uneasy disposition toward their father, occa-

sioned by the remembrance of what their mother had un-

justly suffered, and by their own affectation of dominion.

The oldgrudge was also renewed ; and they cast reproaches

on Salome and Pheroras , who requited the young men with

malicious designs, and actuallylaid treacherous snares for

them. Now, as for this hatred, it was equal on both sides,

but the mannerof exerting that hatred was different ; for, as

for the young men, they were rash, reproaching and affront-

ing the others openly, and were unexperienced enough to

think it the most generous to declare their minds in that un-
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daunted manner; but the others did not take that method ,

but made use of the calumnies after a subtle and spiteful

manner, still provoking the young men, and imagining that

their boldness might in time turn to the offering violence to

their father, for inasmuch as they were not ashamed of the

pretended crimes of their mother, nor thought she suffered

justly, these supposed that at length it might exceed all

bounds, and induce them to think they ought to be avenged

on their father, though it were but despatching him with their

own hands. At length it came to this, that the whole city

was full ofthese discourses, and , as is usual in such contests,

the unskilfulness of the young men was pitied , but the con-

trivance of Salome was too hard for them, and what imputa-

tions she laid upon them, came to be believed, by means of

their own conduct, for they who were so deeply affected

with the death of their mother, that while they said both she

and themselves were in a miserable case, they vehemently

complained of her pitiable end, which indeed was truly

such, and said that they were themselves in a pitiable case

also, because they were forced to live with those who had

been her murderers, and to be partakers with them .

2. These disorders increased greatly, and the king's ab-

sence abroad had afforded a fit opportunity for that increase ;

but as soon as Herod was returned, and had made the fore-

mentioned speech to the multitude, Pheroras and Salome let

fall words immediately, as if he were in great danger, and as

ifthe young menopenly threatened that they would not spare

him any longer, but revenge their mother's death upon him.

Theyalso added another circumstance, thattheir hopes were

fixed on Archelaus, the king of Cappadocia, that they should

be able by his means to come to Cæsar and accuse their fa-

ther. Upon hearing such things, Herod was immediately

disturbed ; and indeed was the more astonished , because the

same things were related to him by some others also. He

then called to mind his former calamity, and considered , that

the disorders in his family had hindered him from enjoying

any comfort from those that were dearest to him, or from his

wife whom he loved so well ; and suspecting that his future

troubles would soon be heavier and greater than those that

were past, he was ingreat confusion ofmind, for Divine Provi-

dence had in reality conferred upon him a great many out-

ward advantages for his happiness, even beyond his hopes,

but the troubles he had at home, were such as he never ex-

pected to have met with, and rendered him unfortunate

nay, both sorts came upon him to such a degree as no one

could imagine, and made it a doubtful question, whether,
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upon the comparison of both, he ought to have exchanged

so great a success of outward good things for so great mis-

fortunes at home, or whether he ought not to have chosen to

avoid the calamities relating to his family, though he had,

for a compensation, never been possessed of the admired

grandeur ofa kingdom.

3. As he was thus disturbed and afflicted , in order to de-

press these young men, he brought to court another of his

sons, that was born to him when he was a private man ; his

name was Antipater : yet did he not then indulge him as he

did afterwards, when he was quite overcome by him, and let

him do everything as he pleased, but rather with a design

of depressing the insolence of the sons of Mariamne, and

managing this elevation ofhis so, that it might be for a warn-

ing to them, for this bold behaviour of theirs [he thought,]

would not be sogreat, ifthey were once persuaded, that the

succession to the kingdom did not appertain to them alone,

or must of necessity come to them. So he introduced Anti-

pater as their antagonist, and imagined that he made agood

provision for discouraging their pride, and that after this was

done to the young men, there might be a proper season for

expecting these to be ofa better disposition : but the event

proved otherwise than he intended, for the young men thought

he did them a very great injury ; and as Antipater was a

shrewd man, when he had once obtained this degree offree-

dom, and began to expect greater things than he had before

hoped for, he had but one single design in his head, and that

was to distress his brethren, and not at all to yield to them

the pre-eminence, but to keep close to his father, who was

already alienated from them bythe calumnies he had heard

about them, and ready to be wrought upon in any way, his

zeal against them should advise him to pursue, that he might

be continually more and more severe against them. Ac-

cordingly, allthe reports that were spread abroad camefrom

him, while he avoided himself, the suspicion as if those dis-

coveries proceeded from him, but he rather chose to make

use of those persons for his assistants that were unsuspected ,

and such as might be believed to speak truth, by reason of

the good-will they bore to the king; and indeed there were

already not a few who cultivated a friendship with Antipater,

in hopes of gaining somewhat by him, and these were the

men who most of all persuaded Herod, because they ap-

pearedtospeakthus out oftheir good-will to him; andwhile

these joint accusations, which from various foundations sup-

ported one another's veracity, the young menthemselves af-

forded farther occasions to Antipater also : fortheywereab
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served to shed tears often, on account ofthe injury that was

offeredthem, and had their mother intheirmouths ; andamong

theirfriends, they ventured to reproach their father, as not

actingjustlybythem, all which things were with an evil inten-

tion reserved in memory by Antipater against a proper oppor-

tunity ; and when theywere told to Herod, with aggravations

increased the disorders so much, that it brought a great tu-

mult into the family ; for while the king was very angry at

the imputations that were laid upon the sons of Mariamne,

and was desirous to humble them, he still increased the ho-

nour that he had bestowed on Antipater ; and was at last so

overcome by his persuasions, that he brought his mother to

court also. He also wrote frequently to Cæsar in favour to

him, and more earnestly recommended him to his care par-

ticularly. And when Agrippa was returning to Rome, after

he had finished his ten years ' government in Asia,* Herod

sailed from Judea ; and when he met with him, he had none

with him but Antipater, whom he delivered to Agrippa , that

he might take him along with him, together with many pre-

sents, that so he might become Cæsar's friend, insomuch,

that things already looked as if he had all his father's fa-

vour, and that the young men were already entirely rejected

from any hopes of the kingdom.

CHAPTER IV.

HOW, DURING ANTIPATER'S ABODE AT ROME , HEROD BROUGHT

ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS BEFORE CESAR, AND AC-

CUSED THEM. ALEXANDER'S DEFENCE OF HIMSELF BEFORE

CESAR, AND RECONCILIATION TO HIS FATHER.

1. AND now what happened during Antipater's absence

augmented the honour to which he had been promoted , and

his apparenteminence above his brethren, for he had made a

great figure in Rome, because Herod had sent recommenda-

tions ofhim to all his friends there, only he was grieved that

hewas not at home, norhad properopportunities of perpetu-

ally calumniating his brethren ; and his chief fear was,

his father should alter his mind , and entertain a most favour-

able opinion of the sons of Mariamne ; and as he had this in

his mind, he didnot desist from his purpose, but continually

sent from Rome any such stories as he hoped might grieve

lest

* This interval of ten years for the duration of Marcus Agrippa's

government in Asia, seems to be true, and agreeable to the Roman his-

tory. See Usher's Annals at A. M. 3392.

23*Vol. III.
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and irritate his father against nis brethren,under pretence in

deed of a deep concern for his preservation, but in truth such

as his malicious mind dictated , in order to purchase a greater

hope of the succession, which yet was already great in itself:

and thus he did till he had excited such a degree ofanger in

Herod, that he was alreadybecome very ill disposed toward

the young men ; but still, while he delayed to exercise so

violent a disgust against them, and that he might not either

be too remiss, or too rash, and so offend, he thought it best

to sail to Rome, and there accuse his sons before Cæsar, and

not indulge himself in any such crime as might he heinous

enough to be suspected of impiety ; but as he was goingup

to Rome, it happened that he made such haste as to meet

with Cæsar at the city Aquileia :* so when be came to the

speech of Cæsar, he asked for a time for hearing this great

cause, wherein he thought himself very miserable, and pre-

sented his sons there, and accused them oftheir mad actions,

and of theirattempts against him : that " they wereenemies

to him ; and by all the means they were able,did their en-

deavours to showtheir hatred to their own father, and would

take away his life , and so obtain his kingdom, after the most

barbarous manner ; that he had power from Cæsar to dispose

of it, not by necessity, but by choice, to him who shall ex-

ercise the greatest piety toward him, while these my sons

are not so desirous of ruling, as they are, upon a disappoint-

ment thereof, to expose their own life, if so be they may but

deprive their father of his life , so wild and polluted is their

mind by time become, out of their hatred to him ; that

whereas he had a long time borne this his misfortune, he

was now compelled to lay it before Cæsar, and to pollute his

ears with such language , while he himself suffered wants to

know what severity they have ever suffered from him ? or

what hardships he hath ever laid upon them to make them

complainofhim? and howthey can think it just that he should

not be lord of that kingdom, which he in a long time, and

with great dangers had gained, and not allow him to keep

it, and to dispose of it to him that shall deserve it best ? and

Although Herod met Augustus at Aquileia, yet was this accusation

ofhis sons deferred till they came to Rome, as sec. 3. assures us, and as

we are particularly informed in the history ofthe War, B. i. c. xxiii. sec.

3. vol. v. though what he here says, belonged distinctly to Alexander

the elder brother, I mean his being brought to Rome, is here justly ex-

tended to both the brothers, and that not only in our copies, but in that

ofZonoras also : nor is there reason to doubt but they were both atthis

solemn hearing by Augustus, although the defence was made by Alex-

ander alone, who was the elder brother, and one that could speak very
well.
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this, with other advantages, he proposes as a reward for the

piety ofsuch a one as will thereafter imitate the care he hath

taken of it, and that such a one may gain sogreat a requital

as that is and that it is an impious thing forthem to pretend

to meddle with it beforehand, for he who hath ever the king-

dom in his view, at the same time reckons upon procuring

the death ofhis father, because otherwise he cannot come at

the government : that as for himself, he had hitherto given

them all that he was able, and what was agreeable to such as

are subject to royal authority, and the sons of a king ; what

ornaments theywanted , with servants, and delicate fare, and

had married them into the most illustrious families, the one

[Aristobulus] to his sister's daughter, but Alexander to the

daughter of king Archelaus : and what was the greatest

favour of all, when their crimes were so very bad, and he

had authority to punish them , yet had he not made use of it

against them, but had brought them before Cæsar, their com-

mon benefactor, and had not used the severity which either

as a father who had been impiously abused, or as a king who

had been assaulted treacherously , he might have done, he

made them stand upon the level with him injudgment ; that,

however, it was necessary that all this should not be passed

over without punishment, nor himself live in the greatest

fears ; nay, that it was not for their own advantage to seethe

light of the sun, after what they had done, although they

should escape at this time, since they had done the vilest

things, and would certainly suffer the greatest punishments

that ever were known among mankind.

2. These were the accusations which Herod laid with great

vehemency against his sons before Cæsar. Now the young

men, both while he was speaking, and chiefly at his conclud-

ing, wept, and were in confusion . Now, as to themselves,

they knew in their own conscience they were innocent, but

because they were accused by their father, they were sensi

ble, as the truth was, that it was hard for them to make their

apology, since though they were at liberty to speak their

minds freely as the occasion required , and might with force

and earnestness refute the accusation, yet was it not now de-

cent so to do. There was, therefore, a difficulty howthey

should be able to speak, and tears, and at length adeepgroan

followed, while they were afraid, that if they said nothing,

they should seem to be in this difficulty from a consciousness

of guilt, nor had they any defence ready, by reason of their

youth, and the disorder they were under ;yet was not Cæsar

unapprized, when be looked upon them in the confusion they

were in, thattheir delay to make their defence did not arise
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from any consciousness of great enormities, but from their

unskilfulness and modesty. They were also commiserated

by those that were there in particular, and they moved their

father's affections in earnest till he had much ado to conceal

them.

3. Butwhen they sawthere was a kind disposition arisen

both in him and in Cæsar, and that every one of the rest did

either shed tears, or at least did all grieve with them, the one

ofthem, whose name was Alexander, called to his father, and

attempted to answer his accusation, and said, “ O father, the

benevolence thou hast showed to us is evident, even in this

very judicial procedure, for hadst thou had any pernicious

intentions about us, thouhadst not produced us here beforethe

commonsaviour of all , for it was in thy power, both as a king,

and as a father, to punish the guilty ; but by thus bringing us

toRome, and making Cæsar himselfa witness to what is done ,

thou intimatest that thou intendest to save us, for no one that

hath a design to slay a man will bring him to the temples and

to the altars ; yet are our circumstances still worse, for we

cannot endure to live ourselves any longer if it be believed

that we have injured such a father ; nay, perhaps it would

be worse for us to live with this suspicion upon us, that we

have injured him, than to die without such guilt : and if our

open defence may be taken to be true, we shall be happy,

both inpacifyingthee, and in escaping the danger we are in,

but if this calumny so prevails, it is more than enough for us

that we have seen the sun this day : which why should we

see, ifthis suspicion be fixed upon us ? Now it is easy to say

ofyoung men that they desire to reign ; and to say farther,

that this evil proceeds fromthe case of our unhappy mother.

This is abundantly sufficient to produce our present misfor-

tune out of the former : but consider well whether such an

accusation does not suit all such young men, and maynot be

said of them all promiscuously? for nothing can hinder him

that reigns, if he have children, and their mother be dead ,

but the father may have a suspicion upon all his sons, as in-

tending some treachery to him : but a suspicion is not suffi-

cient to prove such an impious practice. Now let any man

say, whether we have actually and insolently attemptedany

such thing, whereby actions otherwise incredible use to be

made credible ? Can any body prove that poison hath been

prepared ; or prove a conspiracy of our equals, or the cor-

ruption of servants, or letters written against thee ? though

indeed there are none of those things but have sometimes

been pretended by way of calumny, when they were never
done ; for a royal family that is at variance with itself, is a
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terrible thing : and that which thou callest a reward of piety,

often becomes, among very wicked men, such a foundation of

hope, as makes them leave no sort of mischief untried : nor

does any one lay any wicked practices to our charge ; but as

to calumnies by hearsay, how canhe putan end tothem, who

will not hear what we have to say ? Have we talked with too

great freedom ? yes ; but not against thee, for that would be

unjust, but against those that never conceal any thing that is

spokento them. Hath either of us lamented our mother ?

yes ; but not because she is dead, but because she was evil

spoken ofbythose who had no reason so to do. Are we de-

sirous ofthat dominion which we knowour father is possessed

of? For what reason can we do so ? If we already have

royal honours, as we have, should we not labour in vain ?

And ifwe have them not, yet, are we not in hopes ofthem ?

Or, supposing that we had killed thee, could we expect to

obtain thy kingdom ? while neither the earth would let us

tread upon it, nor the sea let us sail upon it, after such an ac-

tion as that : nay, the religion of all your subjects, and the

piety ofthe whole nation would have prohibited parricides

from assuming the government, and from entering into that

most holy temple which was built bythee. But suppose we

had madelight of other dangers, can any murderer go offun-

punished, while Cæsar is alive ? We are thy sons, and not so

impious, or so thoughtless as that comes to, though perhaps

more unfortunate than is convenient for thee. But in case

thou neither findest any causes of complaint, nor any trea-

cherous designs , what sufficient evidence hast thou to make

such a wickedness as ours credible ? Our mother is dead in-

deed, but then what befell her might be an instruction to us

to caution, and not an incitement to wickedness. We are

willing to make a larger apology for ourselves, but actions

never done, do not admit of discourse ; nay, we will make

this agreement with thee, and that before Cæsar, the lord

of all, who is now a mediator between us, if thou, O father,

* Since some prejudiced men have indulged a wild suspicion, as we

have supposed already, Antiq. B. xv. c . xi . sec. 7, that Josephus' his-

toryof Herod's rebuilding the temple is no better than a fable, it may

not be amiss to take notice of this occasional clause in the speech of

Alexander before his father Herod, in his and his brother's vindication,

which mentions the temple as known by every body to have been built

by Herod. See John ii. 20. See also another speech of Herod's own

to the young men that pulled down his golden eagle from the front of

the temple, where he takes notice, "How the building of the temple

cost him a vast sum ; and that the Asmoneans, in those 125 years they

held the government, were not able to perform so great a work to the

honour of God, as this was." Antiq. B. xvii. c. vi. sec. 3. vol. iv

1
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canst bring thyselfbythe evidence of truth, to have amind

free from suspicion concerning us, let us live, though even

then we shall live in an unhappy way; for to be accused of

great acts of wickedness, though falsely , is a terrible thing ;

but if thou hast any fear remaining, continue thou on in thy

pious life, we will give this reason for our conduct, our life

is not so desirable to us as to desire to have it, if it tend to

the harm of our father who gave it us."

:

but

4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Cæsar, who did not

before believe so gross a calumny, was still more moved by

it, and looked intently on Herod , and perceived he was a little

confounded; the persons there present were under an anxiety

about the young men, and the fame that was spread abroad,

made the kinghated, forthe very incredibility of the calum-

ny, and the commiseration which the flower of youth, and

beauty of body, which were in the young men, pleaded for

assistance, and the more so on this account, that Alexander

had made their defence with dexterity and prudence : nay,

they did not themselves any longer continue in their former

countenances, which had been bedewed with tears and cast

downwards to the ground, but nowthere arose inthem hope

of the best and the king himself appeared not to have had

foundation enough to build such an accusation upon, he ha-

ving no real evidence wherewith to convict them. Indeed ,

he wanted some apology for making the accusation ;

Cæsar, after some delay, said, that " although the youngmen

were thoroughly innocent of that for which they were calum-

niated, yet had they been so far to blame, that they had not

demeaned themselves toward their father so as to prevent

that suspicion which was spread abroad concerning them."

He also exhorted Herod to lay all such suspicion aside, and

to be reconciled to his sons, for that it was not just to give

any credit to any such reports concerning his own children ;

and that this repentance on both sides might still heal those

breaches that had happened between them, and might im-

prove that their good-will to one another, whereby those on

both sides excusing the rashness of their suspicions, might

resolve to bear a greater degree of affection toward each

other than they had before. After Cæsar had given them

this admonition, he beckoned to the young men. When,

therefore, they were disposed to fall down to make inter-

cession with their father, he took them up, and embraced

them, asthey were in tears, and took each ofthem distinctly

in his arms, till not one ofthose that were present, whether

freeman, orslave , but was deeply affected with whattheysaw.

5. Then did they return thanks to Cæsar, and went away

together; and with them went Antipater, with a hypocriti-

0
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cal pretence that he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in

the last days they were with Cæsar, Herod made hima pre-

sent ofthree hundred talents, as he was then exhibitingshows

and largesses to the people of Rome : and Cæsar made him

a present of half the revenue of the copper mines inCyprus,

and committed the care of the other half to him, and ho-

noured him with other gifts and incomes ; and as to his own

kingdom, he left it in his own powerto appoint which of his

sons he pleased for his successor, or to distribute it in parts

to every one, that the dignity might thereby come to them

all. And when Herod was disposed to make such a settle-

ment immediately, Cæsar said " he would not give him

leave to deprive himself while he was alive , of the power

over his kingdom, or over his sons."
99

66

6. After this, Herod returned to Judea again ; but, during

his absence, no small part of his dominions about Trachon

had revolted, whom yet the commanders he left there had

vanquished, and compelled to a submission again. Now as

Herod was sailing with his sons, and was come over against

Cilicia, to [the island] Eleusa , which hath now changed its

name for Sebaste, he met with Archelaus, king of Cappado-

cia, who received him kindly, as rejoicing that he was re-

conciled to his sons, and that the accusation against Alexan-

der, who had married his daughter, was at an end. They

also made one another such presents as it became kings to

make. From thence Herod came to Judea, and to the tem-

ple, wherehe made a speech to the people, concerning what
had been done in this his journey : He also discoursed to

them about Cæsar's kindness to him, and about as many of

the particulars he had done as he thought it for his advan-

tage other people should be acquainted with. At last he

turned his speech to the admonition of his sons : and exhort-

ed those that lived at court, and the multitude, to concord :

and informed them, that his sons were to reign after him ;

Antipater first, and then Alexander and Aristobulus, the sons

ofMariamne ; but he desired that at present they should all

have regard to himself, and esteem him king and lord ofall,

since he was not yet hindered by old age, but was in that

period of life when he must be the most skilful in govern-

ing; and that he was not deficient in other arts of manage-

ment that might enable him to govern the kingdom well,

and to rule over his children also. He farther told the rulers

under him, and the soldiery, that in case they should look

upon him alone, their life would be led in a peaceable man-

ner, and they would make one another happy." And when

he had said this, he dismissed the assembly. Which speech
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was acceptableto the greatest part ofthe audience, but not so

to them all, for the contention among his sons, and the hopes

he had given them, occasioned thoughts and desires of inno-

vations among them.

CHAPTER V.

HOW HEROD CELEBRATED THE GAMES THAT WERE TO RETURN

EVERY FIFTH YEAR UPON THE BUILDING OF CÆSAREA ; AND

HOW HE BUILT AND ADORNED MANY OTHER PLACES AFTER

A MAGNIFICENT MANNER ; AND DID MANY OTHER ACTIONS

GLORIOUSLY.

1. ABOUT this time it was that Cæsarea Sebaste , which he

had built, was finished . The entire building being accom-

plished in the tenth year, the solemnity of it fell into the

twenty-eighth year of Herod's reign, and into the hundred

and ninety-secondOlympiad : there was, accordingly, a great

festival, and most sumptuous preparations made presently in

order to its dedication : for he had appointed a contention in

music, andgames to be performed naked : he had also gotten

ready a great number of those that fight single combats, and

of beasts forthe like purpose ; horse races also, and the most

chargeable of such sports and shows as used to be exhibited

at Rome and in other places. He consecrated this combat

to Cæsar, and ordered it to be celebrated every fifth year.

He also sent all sorts of ornaments for it out of his own fur-

niture, that it might want nothing to make it decent : nay,

Julia, Cæsar's wife, sent a great part of her most valuable

furniture [from Rome, ] insomuch that he had no want ofany

thing: the sum ofthem all was estimated at five hundred ta-

lents. Now when a great multitude was come to that cityto

see the shows, as well as the ambassadors whomother people

sent, on account of the benefits they had received [ from He-

rod, ] he entertained them all in the public inns, and at pub-

lic tables, and with perpetual feasts, this solemnity having in

the day-time the diversions of the fights, and in the night-

time, such merry meetings as cost vast sums ofmoney, and

publicly demonstrated the generosity of his soul, for in all

his undertakings he was ambitious to exhibit what exceeded

whatsoever had been done before of the same kind. And it

is related that Cæsar and Agrippa often said , that " the do-

minions of Herod were too little for the greatness of his soul,

for that he deserved to have both all the kingdom ofSyria,

and that of Egypt also."
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2. After this solemnity and these festivals were over, He-

rod erected another city in the plain called Capharsaba,

where he chose out a fit place, both for plenty ofwater, and

goodness of soil , and proper for the production of what was

there planted, where a river encompassed the city itself, and

a grove ofthe best trees for magnitude was round about it :

this he named Antipatris, from his father Antipater. He also

built uponanother spot of ground above Jericho, of the same

name with his mother, a place of great security, and very

pleasant for habitation, and called it Cypros. He also dedi-

cated the finest monuments to his brother Phasaelus , on ac-

count of the greatest natural affection there had been be-

tween them, by erecting a tower in the city itself, not less

than the tower of Pharos, which he named Phasaelus, which

was at once a part of the strong defences of the city, and a

memorial for him that was deceased, because it bare his

name. He also built a city of the same name in the valley

of Jericho, as you go from it northward, whereby he ren-

deredthe neighbouring country more fruitful, by the culti-

vation its inhabitants introduced : and this also he called

Phasaelus.

3. But as for his other benefits, it is impossible to reckon

them up, those which he bestowed on cities , both in Syria

and in Greece, and in all the places he came to in his voy-

ages; for he seems to have conferred, and that after a most

splendid manner, what would minister to many necessities,

and the building of public works, and gavethemthe money

that was necessary to such works as wanted it, to support

them under the failure of their otherrevenues ; but what was

thegreatest and most illustrious of all his works, he erected

Apollo's temple at Rhodes, at his own expenses, and gave

them a great number of talents of silver for the repair of

their fleet. He also built the greatest part of the public edi

fices for the inhabitants of Nicopolis, at Actium :* and for

the Antiochians, the inhabitants of the principal city of Sy-

ria, where a broad street cuts through the place lengthway,

he built cloisters along it on both sides, and laid the open

road with polished stone, and was ofvery great advantage to

the inhabitants. And as to the Olympic games, which were

in a very low condition, by reason of the failure oftheir re-

venues, he recovered their reputation, and appointed reve

* Dr. Hudson here gives us the words of Suetonius concerning this

Nicopolis, when Augustus rebuilt it : " And that the memory ofthe vic-

tory at Actium might be celebrated the more afterwards, he built Nico-

polis at Actium, and appointed public shows to be there exhibited every

fifth year." In August. sec. 18.

Vol. III. 24
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nues for their maintenance. and made that solemn meeting

more venerable, as to the sacrifices and other ornaments

and by reason of this vast liberality, he was generally de-

clared in their inscriptions to be one ofthe perpetual mana-

gers of those games.

4. Nowsome there are, who stand amazed at the diver-

sity of Herod's nature and purposes ; for when we have re-

spect to his magnificence, and to the benefits which he

bestowed on all mankind, there is no possibility for even

those that have the least respect for him, to deny, or not

openly to confess, that he had a nature vastly beneficent ;

but when anyone looks upon the punishments he inflicted,

and the injuries he did, not only to his subjects, but to his

nearest relations , and takes notice of his severe and unrelent-

ing disposition there ,he will be forced to allow, that it was

brutish, and a stranger to all humanity ; insomuch , that these

men suppose his nature to be different, and sometimes at

contradiction with itself : but I am myselfof another opinion,

and imagine that the occasion of both these sorts of actions

was one and the same, for being a man ambitious of honour,

and quite overcome by that passion, he was induced to be

magnificent, wherever there appeared any hopes of a future

memorial, or reputation at present ; and as his expenses

were beyond his abilities , he was necessitated to be harsh to

bis subjects, for the persons on whom he expended his money

were so many,that they made him a very bad procurer of

it ; and because he was conscious that he was hated by those

under him , for the injuries he did them, he thought it not an

easy thing to amend his offences, for that was inconvenient

for his revenue, he therefore strove on the other side , to

make their ill-will an occasion of his gains . As to his own

court, therefore, if any one was not very obsequious to him

in his language , and would not confess himself to be his

slave, or but seemed to think of any innovation in his govern-

ment, he was not able to contain himself, but prosecuted his

very kindred and friends, and punished them as if they were

enemies ; and this wickedness he undertook out of a desire

that he might be himself alone honoured. Now, for this my

assertion about that passion of his, we have the greatest evi-

dence by what he did to honour Cæsar and Agrippa, and

his other friends ; for with what honours he paid his respects

to them who were his superiors, the same did he desire to

be paid to himself; and whathe thought the most excellent

present he could make another, he discovered an inclination

to have the like presented to himself. But now the Jewish

nation is by their law a stranger to all such things , and ac-
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customed to prefer righteousness to glory ; for which reason

that nation was not agreeable to him, because it was outof

their power to flatter the king's ambition with statues or

temples, or other such performances. And this seems to me

to have been at once the occasion of Herod's crimes as to

Iris owncourtiers, and counsellors, and of his benefactions as

to for igners, and those that had no relation to him.

CHAPTER VI.

AN EMBASSAGE OF THE JEWS IN CYRENE AND ASIA TO CESAR,

CONCERNING THE COMPLAINTS THEY HAD TO MAKE AGAINST

THE GREEKS ; WITH COPIES of EPISTLES WHICH CESAR AND

AGRIPPA WROTE TO THE CITIES FOR THEM. "

1. Now, the cities ill treated the Jews in Asia, and all :

those also of the same nation which lived in Lybia, which

joins to Cyrene, while the former king had given them equal

privileges with the other citizens ; butthe Greeks affronted

them at this time, and that so far as to take away their sa-

cred money, and to do them mischiefon other particular oc-

casions. When, therefore, they were thus afflicted , and found

no end of the barbarous treatment they met with amongthe

Greeks, they sent ambassadors to Cæsar on those accounts ;

who gave them the same privileges as they had before, and

sent letters to the same purpose to the governor of the pro-

vinces : copies ofwhich I subjoin here , as testimonials ofthe

'ancient favourable disposition the Roman emperors had to-

ward us.

2. "CæsarAugustus, high-priest, and tribune ofthe people,

ordains thus : since the nation of the Jews hath been found

grateful to the Roman people, not only at this time, butin

time past also, and chiefly Hyrcanus the high-priest, under

myfatherCæsar, the emperor, it seemedgood tome and my

counsellors, according to the sentence and oath of the people

ofRome, that the Jewshave liberty to make use of theirown

customs, according to the law of their fathers, as they made

use of them under Hyrcanus, the high-priest of Almighty

God ; and that their sacred money be not touched, but be

sent toJerusalem, and that it be committed to the care ofthe

receivers at Jerusalem : and that they be not obliged togo

* Augustus here calls Julius Cæsar his father, though, by birth, he

was only his uncle, on account of his adoption by him. See the same,

Antiq. B. xiv. c. xiy sec. 4.
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before anyjudge on the Sabbath day,noronthe day of the

preparation to it , after the ninth hour :* but if any one be

caught stealing their holy books, or their sacred money,

whether it be out of the synagogue, or public school, he shall

be deemed a sacrilegious person, and his goods shall be

brought into the public treasury ofthe Romans. And I give

order, that the testimonial which they have given me, onac-

count ofmy regard to that piety which I exercise toward all

mankind, and out of regard to Caius Marcus Censorinus, to-

gether with the present decree he proposed in that most

eminent place which hath been consecrated to me bythe

community ofAsia at Ancyra. And if anyone transgress any

part ofwhat is above decreed, he shall be severely punished."

This was inscribed upon a pillar in the temple of Cæsar.

3. "Cæsar to Norbanus Flaccus, sendeth greeting : Let

those Jews, how many soever they be, who have been used ,

according to their ancient customs, to send their sacred mo

ney to Jerusalem, do the same freely." These were the
decrees of Cæsar.

4. Agrippa also did himself write after the manner follow-

ing on behalf of the Jews : " Agrippa, to the magistrates,

senate, and people of the Ephesians, sendethgreeting : I will

that the care and custody of the sacred money that is carried

to the temple at Jerusalem, be left to the Jews of Asia to do

with it according to their ancient custom ; and that such as

steal that sacred money ofthe Jews, and fly to a sanctuary,

shall be taken thence and delivered tothe Jews, bythe same

law that sacrilegious persons are taken thence. I have also

written to Sylvanus the prætor, that no one compel the Jews

to come before a judge on the Sabbath day."

5. Marcus Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate, and peo-

ple of Cyrene, sendeth greeting: The Jews ofCyrene have

interceded with me for the performance of what Augustus

sent orders about to Flavius, the then prætor of Lybia, and

to the other procurators of that province, that the sacred mo-

ney may be sent to Jerusalem freely, as hath been their cus-

tom from their forefathers, they complaining that they are

abused by certain informers, and under pretence of taxes

which were not due, are hindered from sendingthem, which

I command to be restored without any diminution or disturb-

ance given to them : and if any of that sacred money in the

cities be taken from their proper receivers, I farther enjoin

that the same be exactly returned tothe Jews in that place.'

This is authentic. evidence, that the Jews, in thedays of Augustus,

began to prepare for the celebration of the Sabbath, at the ninth hour

on Friday, as the tradition of the elders did, it seems, then require of
them,
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6. "Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, to the magis-

trates ofthe Sardians, sendeth greeting : Cæsar hath written

to me, and commanded me not to forbid the Jews, how many

soever they be, from assembling together, according to the

custom of their forefathers, nor from sending their money to

Jerusalem : I have, therefore, written to you, that you may

know thatbothCæsar and I would haveyou act accordingly."

7. Nor did Julius Antonius the proconsul write other-

wise. Tothe magistrates, senate, and people ofthe Ephe-

sians, sendethgreeting : As I was dispensingjustice at Ephe-

sus, onthe ides of February , the Jews that dwell in Asia de-

monstrated to me, that Augustus and Agrippa had permitted

them to use their own laws and customs, and to offer those

their first fruits, which every one of them freely offers to the

Deity, on account of piety, and to carry them in a company

together to Jerusalem without disturbance . They also peti-

tioned me, that I also would confirm , what had been granted

by Augustus and Agrippa, by my own sanction. I would,

therefore, haveyou take notice, that according to the will of

Augustus and Agrippa, I permit them to use and do accord-

ing to the customs of their forefathers without disturbance."

8. I have been obliged to set down these decrees because

the present history of our own acts will go generally among

the Greeks ; and I have hereby demonstrated to them that

we have formerly been in great esteem , and have not been

prohibited by those governors we were under, from keeping

any of the laws of our forefathers ; nay, that we have been

supported by them, while we followed our own religion , and

the worship we paid to God : and I frequently make mention

of these decrees, in order to reconcile other people to us, and

to take away the causes of that hatred which unreasonable

men bear to us. As for our customs,*there is no nation

which always makes use of the same, and in every city al-

most we meet with them different from one another ; but na-

tural justice is most agreeable to the advantage of all men

equally, both Greeks and barbarians, to which our laws

have the greatest regard, and thereby render us, ifwe abide

in them after a pure manner, benevolent and friendly to all

The remaining part of this chapter is a remarkable one, as justly

distinguishing natural justice , religion, and morality, from positive insti-

tutions in all countries, and evidently preferring the former before the

latter, as did the true prophets ofGod always under the Old Testament,

and Christ and his apostles always under the New ; whence our Jose-

phus seems to have been at this time nearer Christianity than were the

Scribes and Pharisees of his age, who, as we know from the New Tes-

tament, were entirely of a different opinion and practice.
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men: on which account we have reason to expect the like

return from others, and to inform them that they ought not

to esteem difference ofpositive institutions a sufficient cause

of alienation, but [ join with us in] the pursuit of virtue and

probity, for this belongs to all men in common, and of itselt

alone is sufficient for the preservation ofhuman life. I now

return to the thread ofmy history.

CHAPTER VII.

HOW, UPONHEROD'S GOING DOWN INTO DAVID'S SEPULCHRE,

THE SEDITION IN HIS FAMILY GREATLY INCREASED.

1. As for Herod, he had spent vast sums about the cities

both without and within his own kingdom ; and as he had

before heard that Hyrcanus, who had been king before him,

had opened David's sepulchre, and taken out of it three

thousand talents of silver, and that there was a muchgreater

number left behind, and indeed enough to suffice all his

wants, he hada great while an intentionto make the attempt ;

and at this time he opened that sepulchre by night, and went

into it, and endeavoured that it should not be at all known

in the city, but took only his most faithful friends with him.

Asfor any money,he found none, as Hyrcanus had done, but

that furniture of gold, and those precious goods that were

laid up there, all which he took away. However, he had a

great desire to make a more diligent search, and to go far-

ther in, even as far as the very bodies of David and Solomon;

where two of his guards were slain by a flame that burst out

upon those that went in, as the report was. So he was ter-

ribly affrighted, and went out, and built a monument to com-

memorate that fright, and this of white stone, at the mouth

of the sepulchre, and that ata great expense also. And even

Nicolaus, his historiographer, makes mention ofthis monu-

ment built by Herod, though he does not mention his going

down into the sepulchre, as knowing that action to be of ill

repute and many other things he treats of in the same man-

ner in his book ; for hewrote in Herod's lifetime, and under

* It is hereworth our observation how careful Josephus was asto the

discovery oftruth in Herod'shistory, since he would not follow Nicolaus

ofDamascus himself, so great a historian, where there was reason to

suspect that he flattered Herod; which impartiality in history Josephus

here solemnly professes, and of which impartiality he has given more

demonstrations than almostanyhistorianwhomsoever: but as to Herod's

taking greatwealth out of David's sepulchre, though I cannot prove it,

yet do I strongly suspect it from his very history.
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his reign, and so as to please him, and as a servant to him,

touching upon nothing but what tended to his glory, and

openlyexcusing many of his notorious crimes, and very dili-

gently concealing them. And as he was desirous to put

handsome colours on the death of Mariamne, and her sons,

which were barbarous actions in the king, he tells falsehoods

about the incontinence of Mariamne, andthe treacherous de-

signs of his sons upon him ; and thus he proceeded in his

whole work, making a pompous encomium upon what just

actions he had done, but earnestly apologizing for his unjust

ones. Indeed a man, as I said , mayhave a great deal to say

by way of excuse for Nicolaus ; for he did not so properly

write this as a history for others, as somewhat that might

be subservient to the king himself. As for ourselves, who

come of a family nearly allied to the Asmonean kings, and

on that account having an honourable place, which is the

priesthood, we think it indecent to say any thing that is false

about them, and accordingly we have described their actions

after an unblemished and upright manner. And although

we reverence many of Herod's posterity, who still reign,

yet do we pay a greater regard to truth than to them, and

this though it sometimes happens that we incur their dis-

pleasure by so doing.

2. And indeed Herod's troubles in his family seemed tobe

augmented by reason of this attempt he made upon David's

sepulchre, whether divine vengeance increased the calami-

ties he lay under, in order to render them incurable, or

whether fortune made an assault upon him in those cases,

wherein the seasonableness of the cause made it strongly

believed that the calamities came upon him for his impiety,

for the tumult was like a civil war in his palace , and their

hatred toward one another was like that where each one

strove to exceed another in calumnies . However, Antipa-

ter used stratagems perpetually against his brethren, and

that very cunningly while abroad, he loaded them with

accusations, but still took upon him frequently to apologize

for them, that this apparent benevolence to them might

make him be believed, and forward his attempts against

them , by which means, he, after various manners, circum-

vented his father, who believed that all he did was for his

preservation. Herod also recommended Ptolemy, who was

a great director of the affairs of his kingdom, to Antipater ,

and consulted with his mother about the public affairs also.

And indeed these were all in all, and did what they pleased,

and made the king angry against any other persons, as they

thought it might be to their own advantage : but still the

1
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sons ofMariamne were in a worse and worse condition per-

petually, and while they were thrust out, and set in a more

dishonourable rank, whoyet, by birth, were the most noble,

they could not bear the dishonour. And, as for thewomen,

Glaphyra, Alexander's wife, the daughter of Archelaus,

hated Salome, both because of her love to her husband, and

because Glaphyra seemed to behave herself somewhat in-

solently toward Salome's daughter, who wasthe wife ofAris-

tobulus ; which equality of hers to herself, Glaphyra took

veryimpatiently.

3. Now, besides this second contention that had fallen

among them, neither did the king's brother Pheroras keep

himself out of trouble, but had a particular foundation for

suspicion and hatred ; for he was overcome with the charms

of his wife, to such a degree of madness, that he despised

the king's daughter to whom he had been betrothed, and

wholly bent his mind to the other, who had been but a ser-

vant. Herod also was grieved by the dishonour that was

done him, because he had bestowed many favours upon him,

and had advanced him to that height of power that he was

almost a partner with him in the kingdom , and saw that he

had not made him adue return for his favours , and esteemed

himselfunhappy on that account. So upon Pherora's un-

worthy refusal, he gave the damsel to Phasaelus' son ; but

after some time, when he thought the heat ofhis brother's

affections was over, he blamed him for his former conduct.

and desired him to take his second daughter, whose name

was Cypros Ptolemy also advised him toleave off affront-

ing his brother, and to forsake her whom he had loved , for

that it was a base thing to be so enamoured of a servant as

to deprive himself of the king's good-will to him, and be-

come an occasion of his trouble, and make himselfhated by

him. Pheroras knew that this advice would be for his own

advantage, particularly because he had been accused be-

fore, and forgiven ; so he put his wife away, although he

already had a son by her, and engaged to the king that he

would take his second daughter, and agreed that the thirti

eth day after should be the day of marriage ; and sware he

would have no farther conversation with her whom he hac

put away but when the thirty days were over, he was suck

a slave to his affections, that he no longer performed any

thing he had promised, but continued still with his former

wife. This occasioned Herod to grieve openly, and made

him angry, while the king dropped one word or other a-

gainst Pheroras perpetually ; and many made the king's an-

ger an opportunity for raising calumnies against him. Nor
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had the king any longer a single quiet day or hour : but oc-

casions of one fresh quarrel or another arose among his

relations, and those that were dearest to him ; for Salome

was ofa harsh temper, and ill- natured to Mariamne's sons

norwould she suffer her own daughter, who was the wife of

Aristobulus, one of those young men, to bear a good-will to

her husband, but persuaded her, to tell her, if he said any

thing to her in private, and when any misunderstandings

happened, as is common, she raised a great many suspicions

out of it ; by which means she learned all their concerns,

and made the damsel ill-natured to the young man. And

in order to gratify her mother, she often said , that theyoung

'nen used to mention Mariamne when they were by them-

velves ; and that they hated their father, and were contin-

ually threatening, that if they had once got the kingdom ,

they would make Herod's sons by his other wives country

school-masters, for that the present education which was

given them, and their diligence in learning, fitted them for

such an employment. And as for the women , whenever

they sawthem adorned with their mother's clothes , they

threatened, that instead of their present gaudy apparel, they

should be clothed in sack-cloth, and confined so closely,

that they should not see thelight of the sun. These stories

were presently carried by Salome to the king, who was

troubled to hear them, and endeavoured to make up mat-

ters : but these suspicions afflicted him, and becoming more

and more uneasy, he believed every body against every

body. However, upon his rebuking his sons, and hearing

the defence they made for themselves, he was easier for a

while, though a little afterwards much worse accidents came

upon him.

4. For Pheroras came to Alexander, the husband of Gla-

phyra, who was the daughter of Archelaus, as we have al-

ready told you, and said that he had heard from Salome, that

Herod was enamoured of Glaphyra , and that his passionfor

her was incurable. When Alexander heard that, he was all

on fire from his youth and jealousy ; and he interpreted the

instances of Herod's obliging behaviour to her, which were

very frequent, for the worse, which came from those suspi

cions he had on account of that word which fell from Phero-

ras ; nor couldhe conceal his grief at thething, but informed

him what words Pheroras had said. Upon which Herod was

in a greater disorder thanever ; and not bearing such a false

calumny, which was to his shame, was much disturbed at it :

and oftendid he lament the wickedness of his domestics, and

howgoodhehad been to them, and how ill requitals theyhad
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made him . So he sent for Pheroras, and reproached him ,

and said, "Thou vilest of all men ! art thou come to that

unmeasurable and extravagant degree of ingratitude, as not

only to suppose such things of me, but to speak ofthem ? I

now indeed perceive what thy intentions are : it is not thy

only aim to reproach me, when thou usestsuch words tomy

son, but thereby to persuade him to plot against me, andget

me destroyed by poison. And who is there, ifhe had not a

good genius at his elbow, as hath my son, but would not bear

such a suspicion of his father, but would revenge himself

upon him? Dost thou suppose that thou hast only dropped

a word for him to think of, and not rather hast put a sword

into his hand to slay his father ? And what dost thou mean,

when thou really hatest both him and his brother, to pretend

kindness to them, only in order to raise a reproach against

.ne, and talk of such things as no one but such an impious

wretch as thou art, could either devise in their mind, or de-

clare in their words. Be gone , thou art such a plague to thy

benefactor, and thy brother, and may that evil conscience

of thine go along with thee ; while I still overcome my re-

lations by kindness , and am so far from avenging myself of

them, as they deserve, that I bestow greater benefits upon

them than they are worthy of."

5. Thus did the king speak. Whereupon Pheroras, who

was caught in the very act ofhis villainy said, that " it was

Salome who was the framer of this plot, and that the words

came from her." But as soonas she heard that, for she was

at hand, she cried out like one that would be believed , that

no such thing ever came out of hermouth : that they all ear-

nestly endeavoured to make the king hate her, and to make

her away, because of the good-will she bore to Herod, and

because she was always foreseeing the dangers that were

coming upon him, and that at present there were more plots

against him than usual ; for while she was the only person

who persuaded her brotherto put awaythe wife henow had,

and to take the king's daughter, it was no wonder ifshe were

hated by him. As she said this, and often tore her hair, and

often beat her breast, her countenance made her denial to be

believed, but the perverseness of her manners declared at

the same time her dissimulation in these proceedings : but

Pheroras was caught between them, and had nothing plausi

ble to offer in his own defence, while he confessed that he

had said what was charged upon him, but was not believed

when he said he had heard itfrom Salome ; so the confusion

among them was increased, and their quarrelsome words one

to another. At last the king, out of his hatred to hisbrother
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and sister, sent them both away : and when he had com-

mended the moderation of his son, and that he had himself

told him of the report, he went in the evening to refresh

himself. After such a contest as this had fallen out among

them, Salome's reputation suffered greatly, since she was

supposed to have first raised the calumny ; and the king's

wives were grieved at her, as knowing she was a very ill-

natured woman, and would sometimes be a friend , and some-

times an enemy at different seasons : so they perpetually

said one thing or other against her, and somewhat that now

fell out made them the bolder in speaking against her.

6. There was one Obodus, king of Arabia, an inactive and

slothful manby his nature ; but Sylleus managed most of his

affairs to him. He was ashrewd man, although he were but

young, and was handsome withal. This Sylleus, upon some

occasion coming to Herod, and supping with him , saw Sa-

lome, and set hish art upon her ; and understanding that she

wasa widow, he discoursed with her. Now, because Salome

was at this time less in favour with her brother, she looked

upon Sylleus with some passion , and was very earnest to be

married to him ; and on the days following, there appeared

many andthose very great indications of their agreement to-

gether. Now, the women carried this news to the king, and

laughed at the indecency of it ; whereupon Herod inquired

about it farther of Pheroras, and desired himto observe them

at supper, how their behaviour was one toward another ; who

told him ,thatby the signals which came from their heads and

their eyesthey both were evidently in love. After this , Syl-

leus the Arabian, being suspected, went away, but came again

two or three months afterwards, as it were on that very de-

sign, and spoke to Herod about it, and desired that Salome

might be given him to wife, for that his affinity might not be

disadvantageous to his affairs, by a union with Arabia, the

government ofwhich country was already in effect under his

power, and more evidently would be his hereafter. Accord-

ingly, when Herod discoursed with his sister about it, and

asked her, whether she was disposed to this match ? she im-

mediately agreed to it. But when Sylleus was desired to

come over to the Jewish religion, and then he should marry

her, and that it was impossible to do it on any other terms,

he would not bear that proposal, and went his way ; for he

said, that if he should do so, he should be stoned by the

Arabs. Then did Pheroras reproach Salome for her incon-

tinency, as did the women much more ; and said, that Syl-

leus had debauched her. Asfor that damsel, which the king

bad betrothed to his brother Pheroras,but he had not taken
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her, as I have before related , because he was enamoured of

his former wife, Salome desired of Herod she might begiven

to her son by Costobarus : which matchhe was very willing

to, but was dissuaded from it by Pheroras, who pleaded, that

this young man would not be kind to her, since his father

had been slain by bim, andthat it was more just that his son,

who was to be his successor in the tetrarchy, should have

her: so he begged his pardon, and persuaded him to doso.

Accordingly, the damsel, upon this change of her espousals

was disposed ofto this young man, the son of Pheroras, the

king giving for her portion one hundred talents.

CHAPTER VIII.

HOW HEROD TOOK UP ALEXANDER, AND BOUND HIM ; WHOM

YETARCHELAUS , KING OF CAPPADOCIA, RECONCILED TO DIS

FATHER HEROD AGAIN.

1. BUT still the affairs of Herod's familywere no better,

but perpetually more troublesome. Now this accident hap

pened, which arose from no decent occasion, but proceeded

so far as to bring great difficulties upon him. There were

certain eunuchs, which the king had, and on account of their

beauty wasvery fond ofthem ; and the care ofbringing him

drink was intrusted to one ofthem, ofbringing him his sup-

per to another, and of putting him to bed tothe third, who

also managed the principal affairs of the government : and

there was one told the king that these eunuchs were corrupted

byAlexander the king's son, with greatsums of money; and

when they were asked, whether Alexander had criminal con-

versation with them ? they confessed it, but said they knew

ofnofurther mischief of his against his father ; but when they

weremore severely tortured, and were in the utmost extrem-

ity, and the tormentors, out of compliance with Antipater,

stretched the rack to the very utmost, they said, that Alex-

ander bare great ill-will and innate hatred to his father ; and

that he told them, that Herod despaired to live much longer;

and that in order to cover his great age, he coloured his hair

black, and endeavoured to conceal whatwould discoverhow

old he was ; but that ifhe would apply himself to him, when

he should attain the kingdom, which in spite of his father,

could come to no one else, he should quickly have the first

place in that kingdom under him,for that he was now read

to take the kingdom, not only as his birth-right, but by th

preparations he had made for obtaining it, because a grea

many of the rulers, and a great many of his friends, were of

his side, and those no ill men neither, ready both to do and

to suffer whatsoever should come onthat account
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When Herod heard this confession, he was all over an-

ger and fear, some parts seeming to him reproachful, and

some made him suspicious of dangers that attended him , in-

somuch that on both accounts he was provoked, and bitterly

afraid lest some more heavy plot was laid against him than

he should be then able to escape from ; whereupon he did

not now make an open search, but sent about spies to watch

such as he suspected, for he was now overrun with suspicion

and hatred against all about him ; and indulging abundance

ofthose suspicions, in order to his preservation, he continued

to suspect those that were guiltless nor did he set any

bounds to himself, but supposing that those who staid with

him had the most power to hurt him, they were to him very

frightful ; and for those that did not use to come to him, it

seemed enough to name them to make them suspected, ]

and hethought himselfsaferwhen they were destroyed : and

at last his domestics were come to that pass, that being no

way secure of escaping themselves, they fell to accusing one

another, and imagining that he who first accused another,

was most likely to save himself; yet when any had over-

thrown others, they were hated, and they were thought to

suffer justly , who unjustly accused others, and they only

thereby prevented their own accusation : nay, they now ex-

ecuted their own private enmities by this means, and when

they were caught, they were punished in the same way.

Thus these men contrived to make use of this opportunity

as an instrument and a snare against their enemies, yet

whenthey tried it, were themselves caught also in the same

Suare which they laid for others : and the king soon re-

pented ofwhat he had done, because he had no clear evi-

dence of the guilt of those whom he had slain ; and yet,

what was still more severe in him, he did not make use of

his repentance in order to leave off doing the like again, but

in order to inflict the same punishment upon their accusers.

3. And in this state of disorder were the affairs of the pa-

lace and he had already told many of his friends directly,

that they ought not to appear before him, nor come into the

palace ; and the reason of this injunction was, that [when

they werethere] he had less freedom of acting, or a greater

restraint on himselfon their account : for at this time it was

that he expelled Andromachus and Gemellus, men who had

of old been his friends, and been very useful to him in the

affairs of the kingdom, and been of advantage to his family

by their embassages and counsels ; and had been tutors to

his sons, and had in a manner the first degree of freedom

with him. He expelled Andromachus, because his son De-

Vol. III.
25
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metrius was a companion to Alexander ; and Gemellus, be-

cause he knew that he wished him well, which arose from

his having beenwithhim in hisyouth, when he was at school,

and absent at Rome. These he expelled out of his palace,

and was willing enough to have done worse by them ; but

that he might not seem to take such liberty against men of

sogreat reputation, he contented himself with depriving them

of their dignity, and of their powerto hinder his wicked pro-

ceedings .

4. Now it was Antipater who was the cause of all this ;

who, when he knew what a mad and licentious way of act-

ing his father was in, and had been a great while one of his

counsellors, he hurried him on, and then thought he should

bring him to do somewhat to purpose, when every one that

could oppose him was taken away. When therefore An-

dromachus and his friends were driven away, and had no

discourse nor freedom with the king any longer,the king, in

the first place, examined by torture all whom he thought to

be faithful to Alexander, whether they knew of any of his at-

tempts againsthim ; but these died without having anything

to sayto that matter, which made the king more zealous

[after discoveries, ] when he could not find out what evil pro-

ceedings he suspected them of. As for Antipater, he was

very sagacious to raise a calumny against those that were

really innocent, as if their denial was only their constancy

and fidelity [ to Alexander,] and thereupon provoked Herod

to discover bythe torture of great numbers, what attempts

were still concealed. Now there was a certain person out

ofthe many that were tortured, who said that he knew that

the young men had often said, that when he was commended

as a tall man in his body, and a skilful marksman, and that

in his other commendable exercises he exceeded all men,

these qualifications given him by nature, though good in

themselves, were not advantageous to him, because his fa-

ther was grieved at them, and envied him for them : and

that when he walked along with his father, he endeavoured

to depress, and shorten himself, that he might not appear

too tall ; and that whenhe shot at any thing, as he was hunt-

ing, when his father was by, he missed his markon purpose ,

for he knew howambitious his father was of being superior

in such exercises. So when the man was tormented about.

this saying, and had ease given his body after it, he added

that he had his brother Aristobulus for his assistance, and

contrived to lie in wait for their father, as they were hunting,

to kill him ; and when they had done so, to fly away to

Rome, and desire to have the kingdom given them. There
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were aso letters of the young man found, written to his bro-

ther, wherein he complained, that his father did not act

justly in giving Antipater a country whose [yearly] revenues

amountedto two hundred talents. Upon these confessions ,

Herod presently thought he had somewhat to depend on in

his own opinion, as to his suspicion about his sons : so he

took up Alexander and bound him : yet did he still con-

tinue to be uneasy, and was not quite satisfied of the truth

ofwhat he had heard : and when he came to recollect him-

self, he found that they had only made juvenile complaints

and contentions, and that it was an incredible thing, that

when his son should have slain him, he should openly go to

Rome [to beg the kingdom, ] so he was desirous to have

some surer mark of his son's wickedness, and was very so-

licitous about it, that he mightnot appear to have condemned

him to be put in prison too rashly ; so he tortured the prin-

cipal of Alexander's friends, and put not a few of them to

death, without getting any of the things out ofthem which

he suspected. And while Herod was very busy about this

matter, and the palace was full of terror and trouble, one

ofthe younger sort, when he was in the utmost agony, con-

fessed that Alexander had sent to his friends at Rome, and

desired that he might be quickly invited thither by Cæsar,

and that he could discover a plot against him, that Mithri-

dates, the king of Parthia, was joined in friendship with

his father against the Romans, and that he had a poisonous

potion prepared at Askelon.

5. To these accusations Herod gave credit, and enjoyed

hereby, in his miserable case, some sort of consolation in ex-

cuse of his rashness, as flattering himselfwith finding things

in so bada condition : but as for the poisonous potion, which

he laboured to find , he could find none As for Alexander,

he was very desirous to aggravate the vast misfortunes, he

was under, so he pretended not to deny the accusations, but

punished the rashness of his father with a greater crime of

his own; and perhaps he was willing to make his father

ashamed ofhis easy beliefof such calumnies : he aimed es-

pecially, if he could gain beliefto his story, to plague him,

and his whole kingdom : for he wrote four letters, and sent

them to him, that " he did not need to return any more per-

sons, forhe had plotted against him ; and that he had for his

partners Pheroras, andthe most faithful of his friends ; and

that Salomecame into himbynight, and that she lay withhim

whether he would or no ; and that all men were come to be

of one mind, to make away with him as soon as they could,

and so get clear ofthe continual fear theywere in from him.",
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Amongthese were accused Ptolemy and Sapinnius, whowere

the most faithful friends to the king. And what more can

be said, but that those who before were the most intimate

friends, were become wild beasts to one another, as if a cer-

tain madness had fallen upon them, while there was no room

for defence or reputation, in order to the discovery of the

truth, but all were at random doomed to destruction ; sothat

some lamented those that were in prison, some those that

were put to death, and others lamented that they were in

expectation of the same miseries ; and a melancholy solitude

rendered the kingdom deformed, and quite the reverse to

that happy state it was formerly in. Herod's own life also

was entirely disturbed ; and because he could trust nobody,

he was sorely punished bythe expectation offarther misery,

for he often fancied in his imagination that his sonhad fallen

upon him, or stood by him with a sword in his hand ; and

thus was his mind night and day, intent upon this thing, and

revolved it over and over, no otherwise than if he were un-

der a distraction . And this was the sad condition Herod was

now in. 1

6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, heard ofthe

state that Herod was in, and being in great distress about his

daughter, and the young man [her husband, ] and grieving

with Herod, as with a man that was his friend, on account of

sogreat a disturbance as he was under, he came [to Jerusa-

lem) on purpose to compose their differences : and whenhe

found Herod in such a temper, he thought it wholly unsea-

sonably to reprove him, or to pretend that he had done any

thing rashly, for that he should thereby naturally bring him

to dispute the point with him , and by still more and more

apologizing for himself to be the more irritated, he went,

therefore, another way to work, in order to correct the for-

mer misfortunes, and appeared angry at the young man, and

said, that Herod had been so very mild a man that he had

not acted a rash part at all. He also said he would dissolve

his daughter's marriage with Alexander, nor could injustice

spare his own daughter, ifshe were conscious of any thing,

and did not inform Herod of it. When Archelaus appeared

to be of this temper, and otherwise than Herod expected or

imagined, and for the main, took Herod's part,and was angry

on his account, the king abated of his harshness, and took

occasionfrom his appearing to have acted justly hitherto, to

come bydegrees to put on the affection of a father and was

onboth sides tobe pitied ; for when some persons refuted the

calumnies that were laid on the young man, he was thrown

into a passion, but when Archelausjoined in the accusation,
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he was dissolved into tears and sorrow, after an affectionate

manner. Accordingly, he desired that he would not dis-

solve his son's marriage, and became not so angry as before

for his offences. So when Archelaus had brought him to a

more moderate temper, he transferred the calumnies upon

his friends ; and said, it must be owing tothem that soyoung

a man, and one unacquainted with malice, was corrupted,

and he supposed that there was more reason to suspect the

brother than the son. Upon which Herod was very much

displeased at Pheroras, who indeed had now no one that

could make a reconciliation between him and his brother.

So whenhe sawthat Archelaus had the greatest power with

Herod, he betook himself to him in the habit of a mourner,

and like one that had all the signs upon him of an undone

man. Upon this Archelaus did not overlook the interces-

sion he made to him, nor yet didhe undertake to change the

king's disposition toward him immediately ; and he said,

that it was better for him to come himself to the king, and

confess himselfthe occasion of all, that this would makethe

king's anger not be so extravagant toward him, and that then

hewould be present to assist him. Whenhe had persuaded

him to this, he gained his point with both of them ; and the

calumnies raised against the young man were, beyond all ex-

pectation, wiped off. And Archelaus , as soon as he had made

the reconciliation, went then away to Cappadocia , having

proved at this juncture of time, the most acceptable person

to Herod in the world ; on which account, he gave him the

richest presents, as tokens of his respects to him , and being

on other occasions magnanimous, he esteemed him one of

his dearest friends . He also made an agreement with him

that he would go to Rome, because he had written to Cæsar

about these affairs : so they went together as far as Antioch,

and there Herod made a reconciliation between Archelaus

and Titus, the president of Syria, who had been greatly at

variance, and so returned back to Judea.

CHAPTER IX.

CONCERNING THE REVOLT OF THE TRACHONITES ; HOW SYL-

LEUS ACCUSED HEROD BEFORE CESAR ; AND HOW HEROD,

WHEN CESAR WAS ANGRY AT HIM, RESOLVED TO SEND NICO-

LAUS TO ROME.

1. WHEN Herod had been at Rome, and was come back

again, a war arose between him and the Arabians, on the

Occasion following : the inhabitants of Trachonitis, after Cæ-

Vol. III. 25*
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sar had taken the country away from Zenodorus, and added

it to Herod, had not now power to rob, but were forced to

plough the land, and to live quietly, which was a thing they

lid not like : and when they did take that pains, the ground

did not produce much fruit for them. However, atthe first,

he king would permit them to rob, and so they abstained

from that unjust way of living upon their neighbours, which..

procured Herod a great reputation for his care : but when

he was sailing to Rome, it was at that time when he went to

accuse his son Alexander, and to commit Antipater to Cæ-

sar's protection, the Trachonites spread a report as if he

were dead, and revolted from his dominions, and betook

themselves again to their accustomed way of robbing their

neighbours ; at which time the king's commanders subdued

them during his absence, but about forty of the principal

robbers, beingterrified by those that had been taken, left the

country, and retired into Arabia, Sylleus entertainingthem,

after he had missed of marrying Salome, and gave them a

place of strength, in which they dwelt. So they overran not

only Judea, but all Coelosyria also , and carried off the prey,

while Sylleus afforded them places of protection and quiet-

ness during their wicked practices. Butwhen Herod came

back from Rome, he perceived that his dominions had

greatly suffered by them, and since he could not reach the

robbers themselves, because ofthe secure retreat they had

in that country, and whichthe Arabian government afforded

them, and yet being very uneasy at the injuries they had

done him, he went over all Trachonitis, and slew their rela-

tions ; whereupon these robbers were more angry than be-

fore, it being a law among them to be avenged on the mur-

derers of their relations by all possible means, so they con-

tinued to tearand rend every thing under Herod's dominion

with impunity : then did he discourse about these robberies

to Saturninus and Volumnius, and required that they should

be punished ; upon which occasion, they still the more con-

firmed themselves in their robberies, and became more ni-

merous ; and made very great disturbances, laying waste

the countries and villages that belonged to Herod's king-

dom, and killing those menwhom they caught, till these un-

just proceedings came to be like a real war, forthe robbers

were now become about a thousand. At which Herod was

sore displeased, and required the robbers, as well as the

money which he had lent Ohodas, by Sylleus, which was

sixty talents, and since the time of payment was now past,

he desired to have it paid him ; but Sylleus, who had laid

Obodas aside, and managed all by himself, denied that the
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robberswere in Arabia, and put off thepayment ofthe money,

about which there was a hearing before Saturninus and Vo

lumnius, whowere then the presidents of Syria. * At last he

by their means agreed, that within thirty days' time Herod

should be paid his money ; and that each of them should de-

liverup the other's subjects reciprocally. Now, astoHerod ,

there was not oneof the other's subjects found in his kingdom,

either as doing any injustice, or on any other account, but

it was proved that the Arabians had the robbers amongst

them.

2. Whenthis day appointed forthe payment ofthe money

was past, without Sylleus ' performing any part of his agree-

ment, and he was gone to Rome, Herod demandedthe pay-

ment of the money, and that the robbers that were in Arabia

should be delivered up ; and by the permission of Saturni-

nus and Volumnius, executed the judgment himself upon

those that were refractory. He took an army that he had,

and led it into Arabia, and in three days' time, by forced

marches, arrived at the garrison wherein the robbers were :

he made an assault upon them, andtook them all, and demo-

lished the place, which was called Raepta, but did no harm

to any others ; but as the Arabians came to their assistance,

under Naceb their captain, there ensued a battle , wherein a

few of Herod's soldiers, and Naceb, the captain of the Ara-

bians and about twenty of his soldiers fell, while the rest

betook themselves to flight. So when he had brought these

to punishment, he placed three thousand Idumeans in Tra-

chonitis, and thereby restrained the robbers that were there.

He also sent an account to the captains that were about Pho-

nicia, and demonstrated that he had done nothing but what

he ought to do, in punishing the refractory Arabians, which

upon an exact inquiry, they found to be no more than what

was true .

3. However, messengers were hasted away to Sylleus to

Rome, and informed him what had been done, and, as is

usual, aggravated every thing. Now Sylleus had already

insinuated himself into the knowledge ofCæsar, and was then

about the palace : and as soon as he heard of these things,

he changed his habit into black, and went in, and told Cæsar,

that "Arabia was afflicted withwar, and that all his kingdom

was in great confusion, upon Herod's laying it waste with his

army and he said, with tears in his eyes, that two thousand

* These joint presidents of Syria, Saturninus and Volumnius, were

not perhaps of equal authority, but the latter like a procurator under the

former, asthe very learned Noris and Pagi, and withthem Dr. Hudson,
determine.
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five hundred ofthe principal men among the Arabians had

been destroyed, and that their captain Naceb, his familiar

friend and kinsman, was slain ; and that the riches that were

at Raepta were carried off ; and that Obodas was despised,

whose infirm state of body rendered him unfit for war : on

which account neither he, nor the Arabian army, were pre-

sent." When Sylleus said so, and added invidiously, that

"he would not himselfhave come out ofthe country, unless

he had believed that Cæsar would have provided that they

should all havepeace one with another, and that, had he been

there, he would have taken care that the war should not have

been to Herod's advantage .' Cæsar was provoked when

this was said ; and asked no more than this one question,

both of Herod's friends that were there, and of his own

friends, who were come from Syria, " Whether Herod had

led any army thither ?" and when they were forced to con-

fess so much, Cæsar, without staying to hear for what reason

he did it, and how it was done, grew very angry, and wrote

to Herod sharply. The sum of this epistle was this : that

"whereas of old he had used him as his friend , he should

now use him as his subject." Sylleus also wrote an account

of this to the Arabians ; who were so elevated with it, that

they neither delivered up the robbers that had fled tothem,

nor paid the money that was due ; they retained those pas-

tures also which they had hired, and kept themwithout pay-

ing their rent, and all this because the king of the Jews was

now in a low condition, by reason of Cæsar's anger at him.

Those of Trachonitis also made use of this opportunity, and

rose up against the Idumeangarrison , and followed the same

way of robbing with the Arabians who had pillaged their

country, and were more rigid in their unjust proceedings, not

only in order to get by it, but by way ofrevenge also.

4. Now, Herod was forcedto bear all this ; that confidence

of his being quite gone with which Cæsar's favour used to

inspire him; for Cæsar would not admit so much as an em-

bassage from him, to make an apology for him ; and when

they came again, he sent them away without success : sohe

was cast into sadness and fear ; and Sylleus' circumstance

grieved him exceedingly, who was now believed by Cæsar,

and was present at Rome, nay, sometimes aspiring higher.

Now, it came to pass that Obodas was dead ; and Eneas,

whose name was afterwards changed to Aretas,* took the

government, for Sylleus endeavouredby calumnies to get him

* This Aretas was now become so established a name for the kings

ofArabia, [at Petrea and Damascus, ] that when the crown came to this

Eneas,hechanged his name to Aretas, as Havercamphere justly observes.

See Antiq. B. xiii. c. xv. sec. 2. vol. iii.
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turned out of his principality, that he mighthimself take it ;

with which design he gave much money tothe courtiers, and

promised much money to Cæsar, who indeed was angry that

Aretas had not sent to him first before he took the kingdom ;

yet did Eneas send an epistle, and presents to Cæsar, and a

golden crown, of the weight of many talents. Now, that

epistle accused Sylleus as having been a wicked servant, and

having killed Obodas by poison ; andthat while he was alive,

he had governed him as he pleased ; and had also debauched

the wives of the Arabians ; and had borrowed money, in or-

der to obtain the dominion for himself ; yet did not Cæsar

give heed to these accusations, but sent his ambassadors

back, without receiving any of his presents : but, in the mean

time, the affairs of Judea and Arabia became worse and

worse, partly because of the anarchy they were under, and

partly because, as bad as they were, nobody had power to

govern them , for of the two kings, the one was not yet con-

firmed in his kingdom , and so had not authority sufficient to

restrain the evil doers ; and as for Herod, Cæsar was imme-

diately angry at him for having avenged himself, and so he

was compelled to bear all the injuries that were offered him.

At length, when he saw no end of the mischief_which sur-

rounded him,he resolved tosendambassadors to Romeagain,

to see whether his friends had prevailed to mitigate Cæsar,

and to address themselves to Cæsar himself; and the am-

bassador he sent thither was Nicolaus of Damascus.

CHAPTERX.

HOW EURYCLES FALSELY ACCUSED HEROD'S SONS ; AND HOW

THEIR FATHER BOUND THEM, AND WROTE TO CESAR ABOUT

THEM. OF SYLLEUS ; AND HOW HE WAS ACCUSED BY NICO-

LAUS .

1. THE disorders about Herod's family and children about

this timegrew much worse ; for it now appeared certain, nor

was it unforeseen beforehand, that fortune threatened the

greatest and most insupportable misfortunes possible to his

kingdom . Its progress and augmentation at this time, arose

on the occasion following ; one Eurycles, a Lacedæmonian,

a person of note there, but a man of perverse mind, and se

cunning in the ways ofvoluptuousness and flattery, as to in-

dulge both, (and yet seemed to indulge neither of them,)

came in his travels to Herod, and made him presents, but so

that he received more presents from him. He also took such
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properseasons for insinuating himselfinto his friendship , that

he became one of the most intimate of the king's friends.

He had his lodging in Antipater's house ; but he had not only

access, but free conversation with Alexander, as pretending

to him, that he was in great favour with Archelaus, the king

ofCappadocia ; whence he pretended much respect to Gla-

phyra, and, in an occult manner, cultivated a friendship with

them all, but always attending to what was said and done ,

that he might be furnished with calumnies to please them

all. In short, he behaved himself so to every body in his

conversation, as to appear to be his particular friend, and

he made others believe that his being any where was for that

person's advantage. So he won upon Alexander, who was

butyoung; and persuaded him, that he might open hisgriev-

ances to him with assurance, and to nobody else. So he de-

clared his grief to him, how his father was alienated from

him . He related to him also the affairs of his mother, and

of Antipater ; that he had driventhem fromtheir proper dig-

nity, and had the power over every thing himself; that no

part of this wastolerable, since his father was already come

to hate them; and he added, that he would neither admit

them to his table, nor to his conversation . Such were the com-

plaints, as was but natural, of Alexander, about the things

that troubled him: and these discourses Eurycles carried to

Antipater ; and told him, he did not inform him of this on

his own account, but that being overcome by his kindness,

the great importance ofthe thing obliged him to do it : and

he warned himto have a care of Alexander, for that what

he had said was spoken with vehemency, and that, in con-

sequence of what he said, he would certainly kill him with

his own hand. Whereupon Antipater, thinking him to be

his friend by this advice, gave him presents upon all occa-

sions, and at length persuaded him to inform Herod ofwhat

he had heard. So when he related to the king Alexander's

ill temper, as discovered by the words he had heard him

speak, hewas easilybelievedbyhim, and he thereby brought

the king to that pass, turning him about by his words, and

irritating him, till he increased his hatred tohim, and made

him implacable, which he showed at that very time, for he

immediately gave Eurycles a present offifty talents ; who,

when he had gotten them, went to Archelaus, king of Cap-

padocia, and commanded Alexander before him, and told

him that he had been many ways of advantage to him, in

making a reconciliation between him and his father. Sohe

got money from him also, and went away before his perni-

cious practices were found out ; but when Eurycles was re-
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turned to Lacedæmon, he did not leave off doing mischief,

and so, for his many acts of injustice he was banished from

his own country.

2. But as for the king of the Jews, he was not now in the

temperhe was in formerly toward Alexander and Aristobu-

lus, whenhe had been content with the hearing their calum-

nies when others told him of them, but he was now come to

that pass as to hate them himself, and to urge men to speak

against them, though they did not do it of themselves. He

also observed all that was said, and put questions, and gave

ear to every one that would but speak, if they could but say

any thing against them, till at length he heard that Euaratus

of Cos, was a conspirator with Alexander ; which thing to

Herodwasthemost agreeable and sweetest news imaginable.

3. But still a greater misfortune came uponthe young men ;

while the calumnies against them were continually increased ,

and, as a man may say, one would think it was every one's

endeavour to lay some grievous thing to their charge, which

night appear to be for the king's preservation. There were

two guards of Herod's body, who were in great esteem for

their strength and tallness, Jucundus and Tyrannus ; these

menhadbeen cast offbyHerod, whowas displeased at them ;

these now used to ride along with Alexander, and for their

skill in their exercises were in great esteem with him, and

had some gold and other gifts bestowed on them. Nowthe

king having an immediate suspicion of these men, had them

tortured ; who endured the torture courageously for a long

time, but at last confessed, that Alexander would have per-

suaded them to kill Herod, when he was in pursuit of the

wild beasts ; that it might be said he fell from his horse, and

was run through by his own spear, for that he had once such

a misfortune formerly. They also showed where there was

money hidden in the stable under ground, and these con-

victed the king's chief hunter, that he had given the young

menthe royal hunting spears and weapons to Alexander's

dependants, at Alexander's command.

4. After these, the commander of the garrison of Alexan-

drium was caught and tortured ; for he was accused to have

promised to receive the young men into his fortress, and to

supply them with that money ofthe king's which was laid up

in that fortress, yet did not he acknowledge any thing of it

himself ; but his son came in, and said, it was so, and deli-

vered up the writing, which, so far as could be guessed, was

in Alexander's hand. Its contents were these : " When we

have finished, by God's help, all that we have proposed to

do, we will come to you ; but do your endeavours, as you
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have promised, to receive us into your fortress." After this

writing was produced, Herod had no doubt about the trea-

cherous designs ofhis sons against him. But Alexander said,

that Diophantus, the scribe, had imitated his hand, and that

the paper was maliciously drawn upby Antipater ; for Dio-

phantus appeared to be very cunning in such practices, and

as he was afterwards convicted of forging other papers, he

was put to death for it.

5. So the king produced those that had been tortured be-

fore the multitude at Jericho, in order to have them accuse

the young men ; which accusers many ofthe people stoned

to death ; and when they were going to kill Alexander and

Aristobulus likewise, the king would not permit them to do

so, but restrained the multitude, by the means of Ptolemy

and Pheroras. However, the young men were put under a

guard, and kept in custody, that nobody might come at them ;

and all that they did or said was watched and the reproach

and fear they were in was little or nothing different from

those of condemned criminals : and one of them , who was

Aristobulus, was so deeply affected, that he brought Salome,

who was his aunt, and his mother-in-law, to lament with him

for his calamities, and to hate him who had suffered things

to come to that pass : whenhe said to her, " Artnot thou in

danger of destruction also , while the report goes that thou

hadst disclosed beforehand all our affairs to Sylleus, when

thou wast in hopes of being married to him ?" "But she im-

mediately carried these words to her brother : upon this he

was out of patience, and gave command to bind him ; and

enjoined them both, now they were kept separate one from

the other, to write down the ill things they had done against

their father, and bring the writings to him. So when this

was enjoined them, they wrote this, that they had laid no

treacherous designs, nor made any preparations against their

father, but that they had intended to fly away : and that by

the distress they were in, their lives being now uncertain

and tedious to them.

6. About this time there came an ambassador out of Cap-

padocia from Archelaus, whose name was Melas : he was

one of the principal rulers under him. So Herod, being de-

sirous to show Archelaus' ill-will to him, called for Alexan-

der, as he was in his bonds, and asked him again concerning

his flight ; whither and howthey had resolved to retire?

Alexander replied , " to Archelaus, who had promised to

send them away to Rome, but that they had no wicked or

mischievous design against their father, and that nothing of

that nature which their adversaries had charged upon them
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was true ; and that their desire was,that he might have exa-

mined Tyrannus and Jucundus more strictly , but that they

had been suddenly slain by the means of Antipater, who put

his own friends among the multitude [ for the purpose. ]

7. When this was said , Herod commanded that both Alex-

ander and Melas should be carried to Glaphyra, Archelaus'

daughter, and that she should be asked , whether she did not

know somewhat of Alexander's treacherous designs against

Herod ? Nowas soon as they were come to her, and shesaw

Alexander in bonds, she beat her head , and in a great con-

sternation, gave a deep and moving groan. Theyoung man

also fell into tears. This was so miserable a spectacle to

those present, that, for a great while, they were not able to

say or to do any thing ; but at length Ptolemy, who was or-

dered to bring Alexander, bid him say, whether his wife

were conscious of his actions ? He replied , " How is it pos-

sible that she, whom I love better than myown soul , and by

whom I have had children, should not know what I do ?"

Upon which she cried out, that " she knew ofno wicked de-

signs of his ; but yet, if her accusing herself falsely , would

tend to his preservation, she would confess it all." Alex-

ander replied, "There is no such wickedness as those (who

ought the least of all so to do, ) suspect, which either I have

imagined, or thou knowest of, but this only, that we had re-

solved to retire to Archelaus, and from thence to Rome."

Which she also confessed. Upon which Herod, supposing

that Archelaus' ill-will to him was fully proved, sent a letter

by Olympus and Voluminus, and bid them, as they sailed

by, to touch at Eleusa , of Cilicia , and give Archelaus the

letter. And that whenthey had expostulated with him, that

he had a hand in his son's treacherous designs against him,

theyshould from thence sail to Rome ; and that, in case they

found Nicolaus had gained any ground, and that Cæsar was

no longer displeased at him, he should give him his letters,

and the proofs which he had ready, to show against theyoung

men. As to Archelaus, he made this defence for himself,

that"he had promised to receive the young men, because

it was both for their own and their father's advantage so to

do, lest some too severe procedure should be gone upon in

that anger and disorder they were in, un occasion ofthe pre-

sent suspicions ; but that still he had not promised to send

them to Cæsar ; and that he had not promised any thing else

to the young men that could show any ill-will to him."

8. When these ambassadors were come to Rome, they

had a fit opportunity of delivering their letters to Cæsar:

because they found him reconciled to Herod : for the cir

Vol III 26
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cumstances ofNicolaus' embassage had been asfollows : as

soon as he was come to Rome , and was about the court, he

did not first of all set about what he was come for only, but

he thought fit also to accuse Sylleus . Nowthe Arabians,

even before he came to talk with them, were quarrelling one

with another ; and some of them left Sylleus' party, and

joining themselves to Nicolaus, informed him of all the

wicked things that had been done; and produced to him

evident demonstrations of the slaughter of a great number

ofObodas' friendsby Sylleus ; for when these men left Syl-

leus, they had carried off with them those letters whereby

they could convict him. When Nicolaus saw such an op-

portunity afforded him , he made use of it, in order to gain

his own point afterwards, and endeavoured immediately to

make a reconciliation between Cæsar and Herod ; for he

was fully satisfied, that if he should desire to make a defence

for Herod directly, he should not be allowed that liberty ;

but that if he desired to accuse Sylleus, there would an oc-

casion present itself of speaking on Herod's behalf. So

when the cause was ready for a hearing, and the day was

appointed, Nicolaus, while Aretas ' ambassadors were pres-

ent, accused Sylleus, and said, that " he imputed to himthe

destruction of the king [Obodas, ] and of many others ofthe

Arabians that hehad borrowed money for nogood design :

and he proved that he had been guilty of adultery, not only

with the Arabians, but Romanwomen also." And he added,

that " above all the rest, he had alienated Cæsar from Her-

od ; and that all that he had said about the actions ofHerod

were falsities." When Nicolaus was come to this topic,

Cæsar stopped him from going on, and desired him only to

speak to this affair of Herod's ; and to show that " he had

not led an army into Arabia, nor slain two thousand five bun-

dred men there, nor taken prisoners, nor pillaged the coun-
99

""

try: To which Nicolaus made this answer, I shall prin-

cipally demonstrate, that either nothing at all , or but a very

little of those imputations are true, of which thou hast been

informed; for had they been true, thou mightest justly have

been still more angry at Herod.' At this strange assertion,

Cæsar was very attentive ; and Nicolaus said, that "there

was a debt due to Herod of five hundred talents, and a bond

wherein it was written, that ifthe time appointed be elapsed,

it should be lawful to make a seizure out of any part of his

country. As for the pretended army, he said, it was no ar-

my, but a party sent out to require the just payment ofthe

money: that it was not sent immediately, nor so soon as the

bond allowed, but that Sylleus had frequently come before
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Saturninus andVolumnius,the presidents of Syria : and that

at last he had sworn at Berytus, by the fortune of Cæsar,*

that he would certainly pay the money within thirty days,

and deliver up the fugitives that were under his dominion.

And that when Sylleus had performed nothing ofthis , Herod

came again before the presidents ; and upon their permis-

sion to make a seizure for his money, he, with difficulty,

went out ofhis country with a party of soldiers for that pur-

pose. And this is all the war which these men so tragically

describe ; and this is the affair of the expedition into Arabia.

And how can this be called a war, when thy presidents per-

mitted it ; the covenants allowed it ; and it was not executed,

till thy name, O Cæsar, as well as that ofthe othergods , had

been profaned. And now I must speak in order about the

captives. There were robbers that dwelt in Trachonitis :

at first their number was no more than forty, but they be-

came more afterwards, and they escaped the punishment

Herod would have inflicted on them, by making Arabia their

refuge. Sylleus received them, and supported them with

food that they might be mischievous to all mankind, and

gave them a country to inhabit, and himself received the

gains they made by robbery ; yet did he promise that he

would deliver up these men, and that by the same oaths,

and by the same time that he sware and fixed for payment

of his debt : nor can he by any means show that any other

persons have at this time been taken out of Arabia, besides

these, and indeed not all these neither, but only so many as

could not conceal themselves. And thus does the calumny

ofthe captives which hath been so odiously represented, ap-

pear to beno better than a fiction and lie made on purpose

to provoke thy indignation : for I venture to affirm, that

whenthe forces of the Arabians came upon us, and one or

two of Herod's party fell, he then only defended himself,

and there fell Naceb their general, and, in all, about twenty-

five others, and no more ; whence Sylleus, by multiplying

every single soldier to a hundred , he reckons the slain to

have been two thousand five hundred.

9. This provoked Cæsar more than ever : so he turned to

Sylleus full of rage, and asked him howmany ofthe Arabi-

ans were slain ? "Hereupon he hesitated, and said he had

beenimposed upon. The covenants also were read about the

money he had borrowed, and the letters of the presidents of

* This oath, bythe fortune ofCæsar, was put to Polycarp, bishop of

Smyrna, bythe Roman government, to try whether he were a Chris-

tian as theywere then esteemed who refusedtoswear the oath. Martyr.

Polycarp, sec. 9.
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Syria, and the complaints of the several cities, so many as

had been injured by the robbers. The conclusion was this ,

that Sylleus was condemned to die, and that Cæsar was

reconciled to Herod, and owned his repentance for what

severe things he had written to him, occasioned by calumny,

insomuch, that he told Sylleus, that he had compelled him,

by his lying account of things, to be guilty of ingratitude

against a man that was his friend.. At the last, all cameto

this, Sylleus was sent away to answer Herod's suit, and to

repay the debt that he owed, and after that to be punished

[with death : ] but still Cæsar was offended with Aretas, that

he had taken upon himself the government without his con-

sent first obtained, for he had determined to bestow Arabia

upon Herod ; but that the letters he had sent, hindered him

from so doing, for Olympus and Volumnius, perceiving that

Cæsar was nowbecome favourable to Herod, thought fit im-

mediately to deliver him the letters they were commanded

byHerod to give him concerning his sons . When Cæsar had

read them, he thought it would not be proper to add another

government to him, now he was old, and in an ill state with

relation to his sons, so he admitted Aretas ambassadors ; and

after he had just reprovedhim for his rashness in not tarrying

till he received the kingdom from him, he accepted of his

presents, and confirmed him in his government.

CHAPTER XI.

HOW HEROD, BY PERMISSION FROM CESAR, ACCUSED HIS SONS

BEFORE AN ASSEMBLY OF JUDGES AT BERYTUS ; AND WHAT

TERO SUFFERED FOR USING A BOUNDLESS AND MILITARY

LIBERTY OF SPEECH. CONCERNING ALSO THE DEATH OF

THE YOUNG MEN, AND THEIR BURIAL AT ALEXANDRIUM.

..

1. So Cæsar was now reconciled to Herod ; and wrote

thus to him, that " he was grieved for him on account of his

sons i and that in case they had been guilty of any profane

and insolent crimes against him, it would behove him to

punish them as paracides, for which he gave him power

accordingly ; but if they had only contrived to fly away, he

would have him give them an admonition, and not proceed

toextremitywiththem. He also advised him to get anas-

sembly together, and to appoint some place near Berytus,

which is a city belonging to the Romans,* and to take the

* What Josephus relates Augustus to have here said, that Berytus

was a citybelonging to the Romans, is confirmed by Spanheim's notes

here. It was, says he, a colony placed there by Augustus. Whence
46
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presidents of Syria, and Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, and

as many more as he thought to be illustrious, for their friend-

ship to him, and the dignities they were in, and determine

what should be done by their approbation."""
These were

the directions that Cæsar gave him. Accordingly, Herod,

when the letter was brought to him, was immediately very

glad of Cæsar's reconciliation to him, and very glad also

that he had a complete authority given him over his sons.

And it strangely came about, that whereas before, in his

adversity, though he had indeed showed himself severe, yet

had he not been very rash, nor hasty in procuring the de-

struction of his sons, he now, in his prosperity, took advan-

tage of his change for the better, and the freedom he now

had, to exercise his hatred against them after an unheard of

manner ; he therefore sent and called as many as he thought

fit to this assembly, excepting Archelaus, for as for him, he

either hated him, so that he would not invite him , or he

thought he would be an obstacle to his designs.

2. When the presidents, and the rest that belonged to the

cities, were come to Berytus, he kept his sons in a certain

village belonging to Sidon , called Platana, but near to this

city, that ifthey were called, he might producethem,for he

did not think fit to bring them before the assembly : and

when there were one hundred and fifty assessors present,

Herod came by himself alone , and accused his sons, and that

in such a way as if it were not a melancholy accusation, and

not made but out of necessity, and upon the misfortunes he

was under ; indeed in such a way as was very indecent for a

father to accuse his sons ; for he was very vehement, and dis-

ordered, when he came to the demonstrationofthe crime they

were accused of, and gave the greatest signs of passion and

barbarity nor would he suffer the assessors to consider the

weight ofthe evidence, but asserted them to be true by his

own authorityafter a manner most indecent in a father against

his sons, and read himself what they themselves had written,

wherein there was no confession of any plots or contrivance

against him, but only how they had contrived to fly away

and containing withal, certain reproaches against him on

ccount of the ill-will he bare them : and when he came

to those reproaches, he cried out most of all, and exag-

gerated what they said, as if they had confessed the de-

sign against him, and took his oath that he had rather lose

Ulpian, De cens, bel. L. T. XV.

famousbythe benefits ofCæsar ;

of Augustus, we meet with some

colony of Agustus at Berytus."

Vol. III 264

The colony of Berytus was rendered

and thence it is that, among the coins

having this inscription : the happy



306
ANTIQUITIES

his life than hear such reproachful words. At last he said,

that "he had sufficient authority both by nature, and byCa-

sar's grant to him, [to do what he thought fit .] He also ad

ded an allegation of a law of their country, which enjoined

this, that if parents laid their hands on the head of him that

was accused, the standers by were obliged to cast stones at

him , andthereby to slay him; which, thoughhe were ready

to do in his own country and kingdom, yet did he wait for

their determination, that yet they came thither, not so much

asjudges, to condemnthem for such manifest designs against

him, whereby he had almost perished by his son's means,

but as persons that had an opportunity of showing their de-

testation of such practices, and declaring how unworthy a

thing it must be in any, even the most remote, to pass over

such treacherous designs [without punishment.]

3. When the king had said this, and the young men had

not been produced to make any defence for themselves, the

assessors perceived that there was no room for equity and

reconciliation, so they confirmed his authority. And in the

first place , Saturninus, a person that had been consul, and

one of great dignity, pronounced his sentence, but with

great moderation and trouble ; and said, that " he con-

demned Herod's sons, but didnot think they should be put to

death. He had sons of hisown. To put one's sonto death

is a greater misfortune than any other that could befall him

by their means ."
" After him Saturninus' sons, for he had

three sons that followed him, and were his legates, pro-

nounced the same sentence with their father. On the con-

trary Volumnius' sentence was, to inflict death on such as

had been so impiously undutiful to their father ; and the

greatest part of the rest said the same, insomuch, that the

conclusion seemed to be, that the young men were con-

demned to die. Immediately after this, Herod came away

from thence, and took his sons to Tyre, where Nicolaus met

him in his voyage from Rome ; of whom he inquired, after

he had related to him what had passed at Berytus, what his

sentiments were about his sons, and what his friends at Rome

thought of that matter ? His answerwas, " That what they

had determined to do to thee was impious, and that thou

oughtest to keep them in prison ; and if thouthinkest any

thing farther necessary,thou mayest indeed so punish them

that thou mayest not appear to indulge thy angermore than

to govern thyself byjudgment ; but ifthou inclinest to the

milderside, thou mayest absolvethem, lest perhaps thy mis-

fortunes be rendered incurable : and this is the opinion of

the greatest part ofthy friends at Rome also." Whereupon
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Herod was silent, and in great thoughtfulness, and bid Nico

laus sail along with him.

4. Now as they came to Cæsarea, every body was there

talking of Herod's sons, and the kingdom was in suspense,

and the people in great expectation of what would become

ofthem, for a terrible fear seized upon all men, lest the an-

cient disorders of the family should come to a sad conclusion ,

and they were in great trouble about their sufferings ; nor

was it withoutdanger to say any rash thing about this matter,

nor even to hear another saying it, but men's pity was forced

to be shut up in themselves, which rendered the excess of

their sorrowvery irksome, but very silent ; yet was there an

old soldier of Herod's, whose name was Tero, who had a

son ofthe same age with Alexander, and his friend, who was

so very free, as openly to speak out what others silently

thought about that matter : and was forced to cry out often

among the multitude, and said, in the most unguarded man-

per, that truth was perished, and justice taken away from

men, while lies and ill-will prevailed, and brought such a

nist before public affairs, that the offenders were not able

to see the greatest mischiefs that can befall men." And as

he was so bold, he seemed not to have kept himself out of

danger by speaking so freely ; but the reasonableness of

what he said moved men to regard him, as having behaved

himselfwith great manhood, and this at a proper time also,

for which reason every one heard what he said with plea

sure ; and although they first took care of their own safety,

bykeeping silent themselves, yet did they kindly receive

the great freedom he took, for the expectation they were in

of so great an affliction put a force upon them to speak of

Tero whatsoever they pleased.

5. This n had thrust himself into the king's presence

with the greatest freedom, and desired to speak with himby

himself alone, which the king permitted him to do, wherehe

said this: " since I am not able, O king, to bear up under

sogreat a concern as I am under, I have preferred the use

of this bold liberty that I now take, which may be forthy

advantage, if thou mind to get any profit by it, before my

own safety. Whither is thy understandinggone and leftthy

soul empty? Whither is that extraordinary sagacity ofthine

gone, whereby thou hast performed so many and such glori-

ous actions ? Whence comes this solitude, and desertion of

thy friends and relations ? Of which I cannot but determine,

that they neither are thy friends, nor relations , while they

overlook so horrid wickedness in thy once happy king-

dom. Dost not thou perceive what is doing ? Wilt thou slay
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these two young men, born of thy queen, who are accom.

plished with every virtue in the highest degree, and leave

thyself destitute in thy old age, but exposed to one son, who

hath very ill managed the hopes thou hast given him, and to

relations, whose death thou hast so often resolved on thy.

self? Dost thou not take notice , that the very silence ofthe

multitude at once sees the crime , and abhors the fact ? The

whole army and the officers have commiseration on the poor

unhappyyouths, and hatred to those that are the actors in

this matter." These words the king heard, and for some

time with good temper. But what can one say ? When Te-

ro plainly touched upon the bad behaviour and perfidious-

ness of his domestics, he was enraged at it ; but Tero went,

on farther, and by degrees used an unbounded military free-

dom of speech, nor was he so well disciplined as to accom-

modate himselfto the time : so Herod was greatly disturbed ,

and seeming to be rather reproached by his speech than to

be hearing what was for his advantage, while he learned

hereby, that both the soldiers abhorred the thing he was

about, and the officers had indignation at it , he gave order

that all whom Tero had named, and Tero himself, should

be bound and kept in prison.

6. When this was over, one Trypho, who was the king's

barber, took the opportunity, and came and told the king,

that Terowould often have persuaded him, when he trimmed

him with a razor, to cut his throat, for that bythis means he

should be among the chief of Alexander's friends, and re-

ceive great rewards from him. When he had said this, the

king gave order that Tero, and his son, and the barber,

should be tortured, which was done accordingly but while

Tero bore up himself, his son, seeing his father already in a

sad case, and had no hope of deliverance , and perceiving

what would be the consequence of his terrible sufferings,

said, that " ifthe king would here free him and his father

from those torments for what he should say, he would tell

the truth." And when the king had given his word to do

so, he said, that " there was an agreement made, that Tero

should lay violent hands on the king, because it was easyfor

him to come when he was alone : and, that if, when he had

done the thing, he should suffer death for it, as was not un

likely, it would be an act of generosity done in favour of

Alexander. This was what Tero's son said, and therebyfreed

his father from the distress he was in ; but uncertain it is,

whether he had been thus forced to speak what was true,

or whether it were a contrivance of his , in order to procure

his own and his father's deliverance from their miseries.

1
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7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt about the

slaughter of his sons, there was nowno longer any room left

in his soul for it, but he had banished away whatsoevermight

afford him the least suggestion of reasoning better about this

matter, so he already made haste to bring his purpose to a

conclusion. He also brought out three hundred of the offi-

cers that were under an accusation, as also Tero, and his

son, and the barber that accused them, before an assembly,

and brought an accusation against them all ; whom the mul-

titude stoned with whatsoever came to hand, and thereby

slew them. Alexander also and Aristobulus were brought

to Sebaste, by their father's command, and there strangled ;

but their dead bodies were in the night time carried to Alex-

andrium, where their uncle by their mother's side, and the

greatest part of their ancestors , had been deposited.

8.* And now perhaps it may not seem unreasonable to

some, that such an inveterate hatred might increase so much

[on both sides,] as to proceed farther, and to overcome na-

ture : but it may justly deserve consideration, whether it be

to be laid to the charge of the young men, that they gave

such an occasion to their father's anger, and led him to do

what he did, and by going on longer in the same way, put

things past remedy, and brought him to use themso unmer-

cifully ; or whether it be to be laid to the father's charge.

that hewas so hard-hearted, and so very tender in the desire

of government, and of other things that would tend to his

glory, that he would take no one into partnership with him,

that so whatsoever he would have done himself might con-

tinue immoveable ; or indeed, whether fortune have not

greater power than all prudent reasonings : whence we are

persuaded that human actions are thereby determined before-

hand by an inevitable necessity, and we call her Fate, be-

cause there is nothing which is not done by her ; wherefore

I suppose it will be sufficient to compare this notion with

that other which attributes somewhat to ourselves, and ren-

ders men not unaccountable for the different conducts of their

lives, which notion is no other than the philosophical deter-

mination ofour ancient law. Accordingly, of the two other

causes of this sad event, any body maylaythe blameonthe

youngmen, whoacted by youthful vanity, and pride of their

royal birth, that they should bear to hear the calumnies that

were raised against their father, while certainly they were

The reader is here to note, that this eighth section is entirely want-

ing in the old Latin version, as Spanheim truly observes ; nor is there

any other reason for it, I suppose, than the great difficulty of an exact

translation,
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not equitable judges of the actions of his life, but ill natured

in suspecting, and intemperate in speaking of it, and on both

accounts, easily caught by those that observed them, and

revealed them to gain favour ; yet cannot their father be

thought worthy of excuse as to that horrid impiety which

he was guilty of about them, while he ventured, without any

certain evidence oftheir treacherous designs against him , and

without any proofs that they had made preparation for such

attempts to kill his own sons, who were of very comely

bodies, and the great darlings of other men, and no way

deficient in their conduct, whether it were in hunting, or

warlike exercises , or in speaking upon occasional topics of

discourse ; for in all these they were skilful, and especially

Alexander, who was the eldest ; for certainly it had been

sufficient, even though he had condemned them , to have kept

them alive in bonds, orto let them live at a distance from his

dominions in banishment, while he was surrounded by the

Roman forces, which were a strong security to him, whose

help would prevent his suffering anythingby a sudden onset

or byopen force ; but for him to kill them on the sudden, in

order to gratify a passion that governed hiin, was a demon-

stration of insufferable impiety : he also was guilty of so

great a crime in his elder age : nor will the delays that he

made, and the length of time in which the thing was done

plead at all for his excuse ; forwhen a man is on a sudde

amazed, and in commotion of mind, and then commits .

wicked action, although this be a heavy crime, yet is it :

thing that frequentlyhappens ; but todo it upon deliberation

and after frequent attempts, and as frequent puttings off, te

undertake it at last, and accomplish it, was the action of

murderous mind, and such as was not easily moved from tha:

which is evil and this temper he showed in what he dic

afterwards, when he did not spare those that seemed to be

the best beloved of his friends that were left, wherein though

the justice ofthe punishment caused those that perished to be

the less pitied, yet was the barbarity ofthe man here equal,

in that he did not abstain from their slaughter also ; but of

those persons we shall have occasion to discourse more here.

after.

END OF VOL. III.
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