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ANTIQUITIHS OF THEH JOWS.
. —epe—
‘ BOOK XII.
CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 170 YEARS.

[From the death of Alexander the Great,to the death of Judas Maccabeus.}
—

OCHAPTER I

HOW PTOLEMY, THE SON OF LAGUS, TOOK JERUSALEM 4AND JU-
DEA BY DECEIT AND TREACHERY, AND CARRIED MANY OF
THE JEWS THENCE, AND PLANTED THEM IN EGYPT.

1. Now when Alexander, king of Macedon, had put an
. end to the dominion of the l5ersians, and had settled the af-
- fairs in Judea after the forementioned manner, he ended his
‘life. And as his government fell among many, Antigonus ob-
tained Asia, Seleucus Babylon; and of the othernations which
weére there, Lysimachus governed the Hellespont, and Cas-
sander possessed Macedonia ; as did Ptolemy, the son of La-
gus, seize upon Egypt. And while these princes ambitiously
strove one against another, every one for his own princi-
pality, it came to pass that there were continual wars, and
* these lasting wars too : and the cities were sufferers, and lost
4 great many of their inhabitants, in these times of distress,
insemuch that all Syria, by the means of Ptolemy, the sonof,
+ Lagus, underwent the reverse of that denomination of Saviour -

: :thch he then had. He also seized upon Jerusalem, and for
at end made use of deceit and treachery ; for as he came:

intp the city ona sabbath day, as it he would offer sacrifices,; -

. - he, without any trouble, gained the city, while the Jews did'

. not oppose him, for they did not suspect him to be their ene-
ny ; and he gained it thus, because they were free from sus-

- picionof him, and because on that day they were at rest and
quietness ; and when he bad gained 1t, he ruled over it ina
cruel manner. Nay, Agatharchides of Cnidos, who wrote
the acts of Alexander's successors, reproaches us with super-



4 ANTIQUITIES

stition, as if we, by it,had lost ourliberty ; where he saz;
thus:  There is a nation called the nation of the Jews, w
inhabit a city.strong and great, named Jerusalem, These
men took no care, but let it come into the hands of Ptolemy,
as not willing to take arms, and thereby they submitted to
be under a hard master by reason of their unseasonable su-
perstition.” This is what Agatharchides relates of our na-

tion. But when Ptolemy-bad taken a great many captives,

both from the mountainous parts of Judea, and from the pla-

ces about Jerusalem and Samaria, and the places near mount -

Gerizzim, he led them all into Egypt,* and settled them there.
And as be knew that the people of Jerusalem were most

‘faithful in the observation of oaths and covenants,} and this .

from the answer they made to Alexander, when he sent an
embassage to them, after he had beaten Darius in battle, so
he distributed many of them into %amsom ; and at Alexan-
dria gave them equal privileges of citizens with the Mace-
donians themselves ; and required of them to take their oaths,
that they would keep their fidelity to the posterity of those
-who committed these places to their care. . Nay, were
not a few other Jews, who, of their own accord, went into.
Egypt, as invited by the goodness of the soil, and by the
liberality of Ptolemy. However, there were disorders aniong
their posterity, with relation to the

tended one with apother : while those of Jerusalem said, that
their temgle was holy, and resolved to send their sacrifrces
thither : but the Samaritans were resolved that they should
be sent to mount Gerizzim. :

. .
* The great number of these Jews and Samaritans that were formerly
carried into Egypt by Alexander, and now b{onlomy the son.of Lagus,,
. afterwards, in the vast multitude, who as we shall see wusntlg'u.-
.were soon ransomed by Philadelphus, and by him muade free, before
sent for the seventy-two interpreters: in the many garrisons, and other
-soldiers of that nation in Egypt; in the famous settlement of Jews, and

the number of their synagogues at Alexandria, long afterwards: and in |

. the vehement contention between the Jewsand Samaritans imder Phi.
lometer, about the place appointed for public worship in the law nf Mo-
ses: whether at the Jewish temple of Jerusalem, or at the Samayitan

‘templo at Geriagim: of all which our author treats hereafter. And-asto,’ -

the Samaritans carried into Egypt under the same princes, Scaligersup-

poscs that those who have a great syn:piue at Cairo, as also those*
as

whom the Arabic geographer speaks of, as having seized on an island
inmm Sea, are remams of them at this very day, as the notes here’
“inform us. . N
1 Of the sacredness of caths amang the Jews in the Old Testameny
e Scripture Politics, p. 54—65. . N

Samaritans, on accouttol .
their resolution to preserve that conduct of life which was de-.’
livered to them by their forefathers, and they thereupon ton. .
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OCRAPTER IX.

HOW PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS PROCURED THE LAWS OF THE
JEWS TO BE TRANSLATED INTO THE GREEK TONGUE : AND
SET MANY CAPTIVES FREE ; AND DEDICATED MANY GIFTS
TO GOD. o

- 1. WReN Alexander had reigned twelve years, and after

him, Ptolemy Soter forty years, Philadelphus then took the

kingdom of {Igypt, and held it forty years within one. He
procured the law to be interpreted ;* and set free those that
“were come from Jerusalem into Egypt, and were in slavery
there, who were one hundred and twenty thousand. The oc-
casion was this : Demetrius Phalereus, who was library-keep-
er to the king, was now endeavouring, if it were possible, to
gather together all the books that were in the habitable earth,
and buzing whatsoever was any where valuable, or agreeable
to the king’s inclination, (who was very earnestly set upon
collecting of books ;) to which inclination of his, Demetrius
was zealously subservient. And when once Ptolemy asked
him, how many ten thousands of books he had collected ? he
- replied, that he had already about twenty times ten thousand,
but that in a little time he should have fifty times ten thou-
‘sand. But he said, he had been informed, that there were
many books of laws among the Jews, worthy of inquiring af-
ter, and worthy of the king’s library, but which being written
in characters and in a dialect of their own, will cause nosmall
Pains in getting them translated into the Greek tongue : that
the character in which they are written seems to be like to
that which is the proper character of the Syrians; and that its
sound, when pronounced, is like theirs also; and that thi
sound appears to be peculiar to themselves. Whemfom, he
said, that nothing hindered why they might not get those books
to be translated also, for while nothmg is wanting that is neces-

sary for that purpose; we may have their books also in this li-

brary. So the king thought that Demetrius was very zealous

10 procure him abundance of books, and that he suggested

what was exceeding proper for him todo; and therefore he

wrote tothe Jewish high-priest,thathe should act accordingly.

* Of the translation of the other partsof the Old Testament by seventy
Fgyptian Jews, in the joint reigns of Ptolemy the. son of Lagus, and
Philadelphus ; as also of the translation of the Pentateuch by seventy-
two Jerusalem Jews, in the seventh year of Philadelphus, at Alexandria,
as given us an account of by Aristeus, and thence by Philo and Jose-
phus, with a vindication of ‘Aristcus’ histary, seo the Appendix to Lit
Accomp. Proph. at large, p. 117—152. '
Vol. I1L 1*
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2. Now there was one Aristeus, who was among the king’s
most intimate friends, and on account of his modesty, ve
acceptable to him. 'This Aristeus resolved frequently, a
that before now, to petition the king, that he would set all
the captive Jews in his kingdom free ; and he thought this to
be a convenient (:Eportunity for the making that petition. So
he discoursed, in the first place, with the captains of the king’s

ards, Sosibius of Tarentum, and Audreas, and persuaded

m {o assist him in what he was going to intercede with the
ing for. Accordingly, Aristeus embraced the same opinion
with those that bave been before mentioned ; and went to the
king, and made the following speech to him : “ It is not fit
for us, O king, to overlook things haatily, or to deceive our-
selves, but to lay the truth open: for since we have deter-
mined not only toget the laws of the Jews transcribed, but in-
terpreted also, for thy satisfaction, by what means can we do
this, while so man{:f the Jews are now slaves in thy king-
dom? Do thou, then, what will be agreeable to thy mag-
nanimity, and to thy good nature ; free them from the mise-
rable condition they are in, because that God wbosuprorteth ]
thy kingdom, was the author of their laws, as I have learned -
by particular inquiry ; for both these people, and we also,
worship the same , the framer of all things. We call
him, and that truly, by the name of 7;. [or life, or Jupiter,}
because he breathes life into all men. herefore, do thou
restore these men to their own country ; and give them leave
to live in it after they bad left it: and this do to the honour
of God, because these men pay a peculiarly excellent wor-
ship to him, And know this farther, that though I be not of
kin to them by birth, nor one of the same country with them,
yet do I desire these favours to be done them, since all men
are the workmanship of God ; and I am sensible that he is
well-pleased with those that do good. I do, therefore, put
up this petition to thee, to do good to them.”

3. When Aristeus was saying thus, the king looked u
him with a cheerful and joyful countenance, and said, * How
many ten thousands dost thou suppose there are of such as
want to be made free ”” To which Andreas replied, as he
stood by, and said, “ A few more than ten times ten thou-
{and.” * The king made answer, * And is this a small gift
that thou askest, Aristeus 7’ But Sosibius, and the rest that
stood by, said, that * he ought to offer such a thank-oﬂ'eri:s
a8 was worthy of his greatness of soul, to that God who b
given him his kingdom.” With this answer he was much
pleased, and gave order, that when they paid the soldiers
their wages, they should fay down [one hundred and] twenty
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i
' drachmas for every one of the slaves.* ‘And Le promised to
publish a magnificent decree, about what they requested,
.which should confirm what Aristeus had proposed, and es- -
B:cially what God willed should be done ; whereby he said,
would not only set those free who had been led away cap-
‘tive by his father, and his army, but those who were in his
ki?dqm before, and those also, if any such there were, who
had been brought away since. And when they said, that their
redemptjon money would amount to above four hundred ta-
lents, he granted it. A copy of which decree I have deter-
mined to preserve, that the magnanimity of this king may be
made known. Its contents were as follows: * Let all those
who were soldiers under our father, and who, when they over-
ran Syria and Pheenicia, and laid waste Judea, took the Jews
captives, and made them slaves, and brought them into our
cities, and into this country, and then sold them; as also all
those that were in my kingdom before them ; and if there be
any that have been lately bmu'gbt thither, be made free by
those that possess them ; and'let them accept of [one hun-
dred and] twenty drachmas for every slave. And let the sol-
diers receive this redemption-money with their pay, but the
rest out of the king’s treasury ; for I suppose that they were
made captives without our father’s consent,and against equity;
and that their country was harassed by the insolence of
soldiers, and that, by removing them into Egypt, the soldiers
have made a great profit by them. Outof regard, therefore,
to justice, and out of pity to those who have been tyrannized
aver, contrary to equity, I enjcin those that have such Jews
in their service, to set them at liberty, upon the receipt of
the before mentioned sum ; and that no one use any deceit
about them, but obey what is here commanded. And I will
that they give in their names within three days after the pub-
lication of this edict, to such as are appointed to execute the
same, and to produce the slaves before them also, for I think
* Alth this number, 120 drachmas [of Alexandria, or 60 Jewish
shekels] be here three times repeated, and that in all Josephus’ copies,
Greek and Latin, yet since all the copies of Aristeus, whence Josephus
took- his relation, have this sum several times, and still as no more than
- 20 druchmas, or 10 Jewish shekels ; and since the sum of the talents, to
be set down ntly, which islittle above 460, for somewhat more
than 100,000 slaves,and is nearly the same in Josephus and Aristeus, does
. better agree to 20 than to 120 drachmas; and since the value of a slave
of old was, at the utmost, but 30 shekels, or 60 drachmas, see Exod. xxi.
32, while in the present circumstances of these Jewish slaves, and those
§0 very aumerous, Philadelpbus would rather redeem them ata ch
than at a dearer rato, there is great reason 10 prefer here Aristeus be-
fore Josephus, :
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: it will be for she adv: of my affairs: and let every one
that will mﬁmagmme thit do not obey this de?ree,
and I will that their estates be confiscated into king’s trea-
sury.” When this decree was read to the king, it at first
contained the rest that is here inserted, and omitted only
those Jews thathad fomerl{:):en brought, and those brought
afterwards, which had not been distinctly mentioned ; so he
-added these clauses out of bis humanity, and with great gene«
msi}y. He also gave order, that the pa‘{mex‘:i which was
y to be done in a hurry, should be divided among the
king’s ministers, and among the officers of his treasury. n
this was over, what the king had decreed was quickly brought
to a conclusion ; and this in no more than seven days’ time,
the number of the talents paid for the captives being above
four hundred and sixty, and this, because their masters re-
qluired the [hundred and} twenty drachmas for the children
also, the king having, in effect, commanded, that these should
+ be paid for, when he said in his decree, that they should re-
ceive the fore-mentioned sum for every slave.

4. Now, when this had been done after so magnificent a
manner, according to the king's inclinations, he gave order
to Demetrius to give him in writing his sentiments concern-
ing the transcribing of the Jewish books ; for no lpart of the
administration is done rashly by these kilgs, but all things are
managed with great circumspection. On which account, I
have subjoined a copy of these epistles, and set down the
multitude of the vessels sent as gifts [to Jerusalem,] and the
construction of every one, that the exactness of the artificers’
workmanship, as it appeared to those that saw them, and
which workman made every vessel, may be made manifest,
and this on account of the excellency of the vessels them-
selves. Now, the copy of the epistle was to this purpose :
“ Demetrius tothe great king. When thou, Oking,gavest me
a charge concerning the collection of books that were wanting
to £l] your library, and concerning the cave that ought to be
taken about such as are imperfect, I have used the utmost
diligence about those matters. And I let you know, that we
want the books of the Jewish legislation, with some otixet:s ; for
they are written in the Hebrew characters, and bein‘g in the
language of that nation, are to us unknown. It bath also bap-

ened to them, that they have been transcribed more care-
]K than they ought o have been, because they have not
had hitherto royal care taken about them. Now, it is neces-
g:ze!hat thou shouldst have accurate copies of them. And
indeed this legislation is full of hidden wisdom, and entirely
blameless, as being the legislation of God : for which cause
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3t is, ad Hecateus of Abdenzyv,tbat the poets and hjstorians
make no mention of it, nor of those men who lead their lives
according to it, since it is a holy law, and ought not to be
published by profane mouths. If thenit please thee, Oking,
thou malyest write to the high-priest of the Jews, to send six
of the elders out of every tribe,and those such as are mest
skilful in the laws, that by their means we may leam the true
and agreeing sense of these books ; and may obtain an ac-
curate interpretation of their contents, and sa may have such
a collection of these, as may be suitable to thy desire.”

5. When this epistle was sent to the king, he commanded
that an epistle should be drawn up for Eleager, the Jewish
!xi%h-priest, concerning these matters ; and that they should
inform him of the release of the Jews that had been in sla-
ve;z among them. He also sent fifty talents of gold for the
making of large basins, and vials, and cups, and an immense
quantity of precious stones. He also gave order'te those
who had the custody of the chest that contained those stones,
to give the artificers leave to choose out what sorts of them
they pleased. He withal appointed, that one hundred talents
in money should be sent to the temple, for sacrifices and for
other uses. Now, | will give a description of these vessels,
and the manner of their construction, but not till after | bave
set down a copy of the -epistle which was written to Eleazer
the hiﬁb-priest, who had obtained that dignity on the occa-
sion following : when Onpias the high-priest was dead, his son
Simon became his successor. He was called * Simon the

- Just,” because both of his piety toward God, and his kind
disposition to those of his ownnation.* When he was dead,
and had left a young son, who was called Onias, Simon’s
brother Eleazer, of whom we are sgeaking, took the high-
priesthood ; and he it was to whom tolemy wrote, and that
inthe manner following : *“ King Ptolemy to Eleazer the high-
priest, sendeth greeting : there were many Jews who now
dwell inmy kingfom, whom the Persians, when they were in
power, carried captives. These were honoured by my fa-
_ther ; some of them he placed in the army, and gave them
greater pay than ordinary ; toothérs of them, when they came
with him into Egypt, he committed his garrisons, and the
guardini:gtbem,thatthe mj tbeaterrortotheEgy -
tians, when I bad taken the government, I treated all
men with humanity, and especially those that are thy fellow-

® We have here a great encomjum of this Simon the Just, the son of -

Onias I in the fiftieth chapter of Ecclesiasticus, through the whole chap-
ter. Nor is it improper wmoulmm chapter itself upon this oecuihm
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citizens, of whom I have set free above one hundred thou.
sand that were slaves, and paid the price of their redemption
to their masters, out of my own revehues ; and those that are
of a fit age, I have admitted into the number of my soldiers.
And for such as are capable of being faithful to me, and
rol&ei' for my court, I have put them in such a post, as
&i ing this [kindness done to them] to be a very great and
an acceptable gift, which I devote to God for his ﬁl;ovidem
over me. And as I am desirous to-do what will be grateful
to these, and to all the other Jews in the habitable earth, I
have determined to A)rocure an interpretation of your law, and
to have it translated out of Hebrew into Greek, and to be’
reposited in my library. Thou wilt, therefore, do well to
choose out and send to me men of a%ood character, who are
now elders in age,and six in number out of every tribe.
These, by their age, must be skilful in laws, and of abilities
to make an aceurate interpretation of them : and wheun this
shall be finished, I shall think that I have done a work glo-
rious to myself. And I have sent to thee Andreas, the cap-
tain of my guard, and Aristeus, men whom I have iu vei

at esteem ; by whom I have sent those first fruits whic

have dedicated to the temple, and to the sacrifices,and to
other uses, to the value of one hundred talents. Andiif thou

~-wilt send to us, to let us know what thou wouldst have far-
ther, thou wilt do a thing acceptable to me.”

6. When this epistle of the king was brought to Eleazer,
he wrote an answer to it with all the respect possible :
“ Eleazer the high-priest,to king Ptolemy, sendeth greet- -
ing: if thou and thy queen Arsinoe, and thy children be
well, we are entirely satisfied.* Whea we received thy epis-
tle, we greatly rejoiced at thy intentions: and when the
multitude were gathered together, we read it to them,and
made them thereby sensible of the piety thou hast toward
God. We also showed them the twenty vials of gold, and
thirty of silver, and the five large basins, and the table for
the showbread ; as also the hundred talents for the sacri-
fices, and for the making what shall be needful at the temple.'
Which things, Andreas and Aristeus,those most honoured -
friends-of thine, have brought us : and truly they are per- -

# When we have here, and presently, mention made of Philadelphus® ’
ueen, and sister Arsinoe, we are to remember with Spanheim, that
Arsinoe was both his sister and his wife, according to the old custom of
- Persia, and of Egypt, at this very time ; nay, of the Assyrians longafter-
wards. -See Antig. B. xx. c. ii. sec. 1. vol. iv. Whence we have, upon
zbed coins of Philadelphus, this known inscription, the divine brother
. and sister, '
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sons of an excellent character,and of greéat learning, and
worthy of thy virtue. Know then, that we will gratify thee
in what is for thy advantage, though we do what we used not
10 do before : for we ought to make a return for the -nume-
yous acts of kindness which thou hast done to our country-
men. We immediately, therefore, offered sacrifices for thee
and thy sister, with thy children, and friends ; and the mul-
titude made prayers, that thy affairs may be to thy mind ; and
" that thy kingdom may be preserved in peace, and that the
translation of our law may come to the conclusion thou de-
sirest, and be for thy advantage. We have also chosen six
elders out of ‘every tribe, whom we have sent, and the law
with them. It w{[yl'be thy part, out of thy pietly and justice,
to send back the law, when it hath been translated ; and te
return those to us that bring it in safety. Farewell.”

7. This was the reply which the high-priest made. But it
does not seem to me to be necessary to set down the names
of the seventy [two] elders, who were sent by Eleazer, and
carried the law, which yet were subjoined at the end of the
epistle. However, | tbought it not improper to give an ac-
count of those very valuable and artificially contrived ves-
sels which the king sent to God, that all may see how great
a regard the king had for God ; for the king allowed a vast
deal of expenses for these vessels; and came often to the
workmen, and viewed their works, and suffered nothing of
carelessness or negligence to be any damage to their opera-
tions. And I will relate how rich they were, as well as [ am
able, although perhaps the nature of this history may not re-
quire such a description, but I imagine I shall thereby re-
commend the elegant taste and magnanimity of this king to
those that read this history. .

8. And first I will describe what belongs to the table. -It

- was indeed in the king’s mind to make this table vastly large
in its dimensions ; but then he Fave orders that they should
learn what was the magnitude of the table which was already
at Jerusalem, and how large it was, and whether there were
a Fossibility of making one larger than it. And when he was

" informed how large that was which was already there, and
that nothing hindered but a larger might be made, he said,
that * he was willing to have one made that should be five .
times as large as the present table. but his fear was, that it
might be then useless in their sacred ministrations by its too

' 5:“ largeness ; for he desired that the gifts he presented

m, should not only be there for show, but should be use-
ful also in their sacred ministrations.” According to which

- reasoning, that the former table was made of so moderate a
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size for use, and not. for want of gold, he resolved, that he
would not exceed: the former table in largeness, but would
make it exceed it in the variety and elegancy of its materi-
als. And as he was sagacious in observing the nature of all
things, and in having a just notion of what was new and su:-
prising ; and where there were no sculptures, he would in-
vent such as were proper by his own skill, and would show
them to the workmen; he comir that such sculptures
should now be made, and that those which were delineated
should be most accurately formed, by a constant regard to
their delineation.

9. When, therefore, the workmen had undertaken to make
the table, they framed it in length two cubits [and a half,}
in breadth one cubit, and in height one cubit and a half ;
and the entire structure of the work was of gold, They
withal made a crown of a hand-breadth round it, with wave-
work wreathed about it, and with an engraving, imitating 3
cord, and was admirably turned on its three parts ; for as -
they were of a triangular , every angle had the same
disposition of its sculptures, that when you turned them about
the very same form of them was turned about without any
variation. Now that part of the crown-work that was en-
closed under the table, had its sculptures very beautiful, but
that part which went round on the outside, was more elabo-
rately adorned, with most beautiful ornaments, because it was
exposed tosight, and to the view of the spectators : for which
reason it was, that both those sides which were extent above
the rest, were acute, and none of the angles, which we .be-
fore told you were, tinwee, appeared less than another, when
the table was turned about. Now into the cord-work thus
turned, were precious stones inserted, in rows, parallel one
to the other, enclosed in golden buttons, which had ouches ip
thern ; ‘but the parts which were on the side of the crown,
and were exposed to the sight, were adorned with a row of
oval figures obliquely placed, of the most excellent sort of
precious stones, which imitated rods, laid close, and encom-
passed the table round about. But under these oval figures,
thus engraven, the workmen had put a crown all round it.
where the nature of all sorts of fruit was represented, inso-
much that the bunches of grapes hung up. “And when they
had made the stones tore all the kinds of fruits before -
mentioned, and that each in its proper. colour, they made
them fast with gold, round the whole table. The like dispo~
. sition of the oval figures, and of the engraved rods, was

under the crown, that the table might on each side -
show the same appearance of variety, and elegancy of its oz~
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- naments, so that neither the position of the wave-work, nor
of the crown, might be different, although the table were
turned oo the other side, but that the prospect of the same
artificial contrivances might be extended as far as the feet ;
for there was made a plate of gold, four fi broad, through

- the entire breadth of the table, into which they imeﬂedulge
feet, and then fastened them to the table by buttons, and but.
ton-holes, at the place where the crown was situate, that so
on what side soever of the table one should stand, it enight

- exhibit the very same view of the exquisite workmanship,
and of the vast expenses bestowed upon it: but upon the ta-
ble itself, they engraved a meander, inserting into it very
valuable stones in the middle, like stars of various colours ;
the carbuncle and the emerald, each of which sent out agree-
able rays of light to the spectators ; with such stonesof other
sorts also as were more curious, and best esteemed, as being
most precious in their kind. Hard by this meander, a tex-

-ture of net-work ran round it, the middle of which appeared
like a rhombus, into which were inserted rock chrystal, and

.

amber, which, by the great resemblance of the appearance -

they made, gave wonderful delight to those that saw them.
The chapiters of the feet imitated the first buddings of lilies,
while their leaves were bent, and Jaid under the table, but
so that the chives were seen standing upright within them.
Their bases were made of a carbuncle ; and the place at the
bottom, which rested on that carbuncle, was one palm deep,
and eight fingers in breadth. Now they had enFraven upon
it, with a very fine tool, and with a great deal of pains, a
branch of ivy, and tendrils of the vine, sending forth clusters
of grapes, that you would guess they were no wise different
from real tendrils ; for they were so very thin, and so v
_ far extended at their extremities, that they were moved wi
the wind, and made one believe that they were the product
of nature, and not the representation of art. They also
made the entire workmanship of the table appear to be three-
fold, while the joints of the several parts were so united to-
gether as to_be invisible, and the places were they joined
could not be distinguished. Now the thickness of the table
was not bess than balf a cubit. So that this gift by the king’s
great generosity, by the great value of the materialsg andnsw
variety of its exquisite structure, and the artificers’ skill ia
imitating pature with graving tools was at length brought to
rfection, while the king was very desirous, that though in
ness it were not .to be different from that which was al-!
ready dedicated to God, yet that, in'exquisite workmanship
and the novelty of the contrivances, m in the splendour-?f‘

Vol. IIL 2
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its construction it should far exceed it, and be more illus-
trious than that was. : } : :
" 10. Now of the cisterns of gold, there were two, whose
sculpture was of scale-work, from its basis to its belt-like cir-
cle, with various sorts of stones inchased in the spiral circles.
Next to which there was upon it a meander of a cubit in
height ; it was composed of stones of all sorts of colours. And
next to this was the rod-work engraven ; and next to that was
a rhombus, in a texture of net-work, drawn out to the brim
- of a basin, while small shields, made of stones, beautiful in
their kind, and of four fingers depth, filled up the middle
parts. About the top of the basin were wreathed the leaves
of lilies, and of the convolvulus, and the tendrils of vines; in
a circular manner. -And this was the construction of the two
cisterns of gold, each containing two firkins. But those which -
were of silver were much more bright and splendid than look-
ing glasses ; and you might in them see the ima.Eu that fell
upon them more plaioly than in the other. The king also or-
dered thirty vials ; those of which the parts that were of gold,
and not filled up with precious stones, were shadowed over
with the leaves of vy, and.of vines artificially engraven. And
1h¢sebwerehthe vea:e ds:fg were, aft::l anbexttll'laorg;n'ﬁr{f mta:-
ner, t to this ection, partly by the ski e
worku::g who were aS:nirable in such fine work, but much
more by the diligence and generosity of the king, who not
enly supplied the artificers al ntly, and with great gen-
‘erosity, with what thedy wanted, but he forbade public audi-
for the time, and came and stood by the workmen, and
saw the whole operation. And this was the cause why the
workmen were so accurate in their performance, because they
had regard to the king, and to his great concern about the
vessels, and so the more mdefatigably kept close to the work.
11. And-these were what g&l:’ta were sent by Ptolemy to Je-
Tusalem, and dedicated to there. Bat when Eleazer,
the high-priest, had devoted them to God, and had paid due
respect to those that brought them, and had given em%r:n-
sents tobe carried:to the king, he dismissed them. Andw
they were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard that they -
were come, and that.the seventy elders were come also, he
presently sent for Andreas and- Aristeus, his ambassadors,
‘who came to him, and delivered to bim the epistle which they
brought him from the high-priest, and made answer to all the
questions he put to them by word of. meuth. He then made
haste to meet the elders that. came fram Jerusalem, for the
interpretation of the laws ; and he gave command, that ev
body who came on occasions, shoukl: be sent away, whi
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- 13, And while not the king only, but the philosopher Me-
nedemus also admired them, said, * that all things were
governed by Providence ; and that it was probable that thence
st was that such force orbeauaty was discovered in thesemen’s
words,” they then left off asking any more such questisns.
But the king said, that he had gained very %'feat advarita-
by their coming, for that he had received this profit froin

m, that he had learned how he ought to rule his subjects.
Aund he gave order, that they should bave every one three ta-

lents given them ; and that that were to conduct them to. .

their lodging should do it. Accordingly, when three days
were over,ngemetrius took them, and went over the caus{-
way seven furlongs long : it was a bank inthe sea to an
island. And when they had gone over the bridge, he ﬁo;
ceeded to the northern parts, and showed them where t

should meet, which was in a house which was built near the
shore, and was a quiet place, and fit for their discmun'ghio
grther about their work, When he had brought them thither,
he entreated ‘them, (now they had all things. about them
which they wanted for'the interpretation of their law,) that
they would suffer nothing to interrupt them in their work.
Accordinfly, they made an accurate interpretation, with
great zeal, and great pains ; and this they continued to do
till the ninth hour of the day ; after which time, they relaxed
and took care ot their bod{éswhile their-food was provided
for them in great plenty~; besides, Dorotheus, at the king’s
command, brought them a great deal of what was provided
for the king himself. But,in the morning, they came to the
court and saluted Ptolemy, and thep went away totheir for-
mer &lgoe, where, when they had washed therr hands, and
purified themselves, betook themselves to the interpre-
tation of the laws.* Now when the law was. transeribed,
and the labour of interpretatian was over, whieh came to its
conchasion in seventy-two days, Demetrius gathered all the
Jews together to the place where the laws were tramslated,
and where the interpreters were, and read them over. Tho
naultitude did also approve of those elders that were the in-
tespreters of the law. They withal commended Demetrius
for his. proposal; as the inventor of what was greatly for their

* This parification of the intrpretats, by wishing in the:sea, beforc
they praged to Ged, every motning, and- before they set about transiat-
ing, may be compared with the like practice of Peter' the apgstle, irv:
the recognitions of Clement, B. iv. ¢. 1ii. and 'B. v. ¢. xxxvi. and wir1
thie places of the Proseuchas, ar of prayer, which were sometinies built
near the sea o rivers also. Of which niatter, ses Antiq. B. xiv. c. x.
one. 23, vol. iit and Aeti x¥. 19; 36,
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happiness ; gl they desired, that he would give leave to
their rule: ' to read the law. Moreover, they all, both
the priestapiitd the ancientest of the elders, and the princi-
pal m #heir commonwealth, made it their request, that

since g interpretation was '::J)pily finished, it might con-
tinue; state it now was, might not be altered. And

Altey all commended that determination of theirs, they
enjiived, that if any one observed either any thing super-
. fhghss, or any thing omitted, that he would take a view of it
again, and have it laid before them, and corrected ; which
was a wise action of theirs, that when the thing was judged
to have been well doge, it miiht continue for ever.

14. So the king rejoiced, when he saw that his design of
this nature was b t to perfection, to so great advantage ;
and he was chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read to
him ; and was,astonished at the deep meaning and wisdom
of the legislator. And he began to discourse with Deme-
trius, “ How it came to pass, that when this legislation was
- so wonderful, no one, either of the poets, or of the historians,

had made mention of it.”” Demetrius made answer, that
“ no ope durst be so bold as to touch upon the description of
these laws, because they were divine and venerable ; and
becsuse some that had attempted it, were afflicted by God.”
He also told him, that * Theopompus was desirous of writ-
ing somewhat about them, but was thereupon disturbed in
his mind for above thirty days’ time ; and upon some inter-
tnission of his distemper, he appeased God fl?; prayer, ] as
suspecting that his madness proceeded from that cause.”
Na‘y indeed, he farther saw a dream, that this distemper
befel him while he indulged too great a curiosity about di-
vine matters, and was desirous of publishing them among
common men ; but that when he left off that attempt, he re-
covered his understanding again. Moreover, he informed
him of Theodectes, the tragic poet, concerning whom it was
- reported, that when, in a certain dramatic representation, he
was desirous to make mention of things that were contained
in the sacred books, he was afflicted with a darkness in his
eyes; and that upon his beiréocémscious of the occasion of
his distemper, and appeasil [by prayer,] be was freed

- from that affliction. .

16. Apd when the king bad received these books from
Demetrius, as we have said already, he adored them ; and
ve order, that great care should be taken of them, that
sey might remain uncorrupted. He also”desired, that the
wterpreters would come often to him out of Judea, and that
both on account of the respects that he would pay them, and.



‘Y "OF THE JEWS. ’ 19
- on account of the presents he would make themn ; for, he said,
- It was now but just to send them away, although if, of their
own accord, they would come to hiin hereafter, they should
. obtain all that their own wisdom might Justlgomqui:e, and
what his generosity was able togive them.” he then sent
them away ; and gave to every one of them three garments
-of ‘the best sort, and two talents of gold, and a cup of the -
value of one talent, and the turniture of the room wherein
they were feasted. And these were the things he presented
to them. But by them he sent to Eleazer the high-priest,
“ten beds, with feet of silver. and the furniture to them be-
longing, and a cup of the value of thirty talents; and be-
sidesntiese, ten garments, and (purple, and a very beautiful
“crown, and a hundred pieces of the finest woven linen; as
also vials, and dishes, and vessels for pouring, and two gold
en cisterns, to be dedicated to God. He also desired him,
by an eFistle, that he would give these interpreters leave,
i an{ of them were desirous of coming to him, because he
highly valued a conversation with men of such learning, and
should be very willing to lay out his wealth upon such men.
And this was what came to the Jews, and was much to their
glory and honour, from Ptolemy Philadelphus.

e
OHAPTHR III.

HOW THE KINGS OF ASIA HONOURED THE NATION OF THE
JEWS, AND MADE THEM CI TIZENS OF THOSE CITIES WHICH
THEY BUILT. .

. 1. THE Jews also obtained honours from the kings of Asia
when they became their auxiliaries ; for Seleucus- Nicator
made them citizens in those cities which be built in Asia,
and in the lower Syria, and in the metropolis itself, Antioch,
and gave them privileges equal to those of the Macedonians
and Greeks, who were the inhabitants, insomuch that these
privileges continue to this very day : an argument for which
you have in this, that whereas the Jews do not make use of
oil* prepared by foreigners, they receive a certain sum of

# The use of oil was much greater, and the donatives of it much more
valuable in Judea, and the neighbouring countries, than it is among us.
Tt was also in the days of Josephus, thought unlawful for Jews to make
use of any oil that was prepared by heathens, perhaps on account of
some superstitions intermixed with its preparation by those heathens,
‘When therefore, the heathens were to make them a donative of oil, th
paid them money instead of it. See Of the War, B. ii. c. xxi. sec.
vol. v. the life of Josephus, sec. 13, vol. iv. and Hudsan’s note en the
place before us. ) .

. ’
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" money from the- officers belonging to their excises
- the vaylue wmt;lﬁ vedeprived‘%n!of, in the lastwa,r,ff:‘

canus, whoigas then x'esndent:amgu,preserved itto them.
And whe@e people of Ale ia ‘and of Antioch did,
5 at the time that Vespasian and Titus, his son,go-
be habitable earth, pray, that these privileges of

izgf might be taken away, they did not obtain their re- -

sgt.  In which behaviour any one may discern the equity
g genemsgr of the Romans, especially of Vespasian and,
‘Wiis, who, although they bad been at a great deal of pains
i) the war against the Jews, aud were exasperated against
fhem because they did not deliver up their weapons to them,
but continued the war to the very last, yet did not they take
away any of their forementioned privileges belonging to
them as citizens, but restrained their anger ; and overcame
the prayers of the Alexandrians and Antiochians, who were
a very powerful people, insomuch that they did not yield to.
them, neither out of their favour to these people, nor out of
their old grudge at those whose wicked opposition they had
subdued in the war : nor would they alter any of the ancient
favours granted to the Jews, but said, that those who bad
bowme arms against them, and fought them, had suffered pun-
ishment already, and that it was not just to deprive those
that had not offended, of the privileges they enjoyed.*

2. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was o;”the like dis-
position toward the Jews: for when the people of Ionia

were very angry at them, and besought Agrippa, that they, -

- and they only, might have those privileges of citizens which

Antiochus, the é'r‘andson of Seleucus, évebo by the Greeks
was called the od,) had bestowed on them : and desired,
that if the Jews were to be joint partakers with them, they
might be obliged to worship the gods they themselves wor-
shipoed : but when these matters were brought to the trial,
the Jews prevailed, and obtained leave to make use of their
own customs, and this under the patronage of Nicolaus of
Damascus; for Agrippa gave sentence, that he could not
innovate, And if any one hath a mind to know this matter
acemtea, let him peruse the hundred and twenty-thitd,
and b d and twenty-fourth book of ‘the history of this

# This and the like and just characters of the justiceand equity
and genm%oﬁbe d Romans, both to the Jews and other congues-
ed nations, affords usa mzwgood yeason why Almmcod, upon the
rejection of the Jews for their wickedness, chose for his peopls,
‘and first established Christianity in that empire. , Of which matter, sea

osephus here, sec. 2, as alsa Astig. B. xiv. ¢. x. sec. 22,23, B. xvi. c.

Ji
K. unc. 4, vol. 1.
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Nicolaus. Now, as to_the determination of Agrippa, it is
not so much to be admired, for at that time,our nation had
not made war against the Romans: but one may well be
“astonished at the generosity of VeSﬂasinn and T'itus, that after
so great wars and contests which they had from us, they
should use such moderation. But [ will now return to that
part of my history, whence [ made the present digression.
3. Now it happened that in the reign of Antiochus the
Great, who ruled over all Asia, that the Jews, as well as the
inhabitants of Ceelosyria, suffered greatly, and their land was
sorely harassed : for while he was at war with Ptolemy Phi-
lopator, and with his son, who was called Epiphanes, it fell
out, that these nations were equally sufferers, both when he
was beaten, and when he beat the other : so that they were
ver{olike to a ship in a storm, which is tossed by the waves
on both sides ; and just thus were they in'their situation,in
the middle,between Antiochus’ prosperity, and its change to
-adversity. But at length, when Antiochus bhad beaten Pto-
lemy, he seized upon Judea : and when Philopator was dead,
his son sent out a great armg under Scopas, the general of
his forces, against the inhabitants of Celosyria, who took
mhany of their cities, and particularly our nation ; which,
when he fell upon them, went over to him. Yet it was not
long afterwards when Antiochus overcame Scopas, in a battle
fought at the fountains of Jordan,aud destroyed gfreat part
of hisarmy. But afterwards, when Antiochus subdued those
cities of Ccelosyria which Scopas had gotten into his 3-
. sion, they went over to him, and received him into the city
[Jerusalem,] and gave plentiful provision to all his army, and
to his elephants, and readily assisted him when he besioged
the garrison which was in the citadel at Jerusalem. Where-
fore, Antiochus thought it but just to requite the Jews® dWi-
‘gence and zeal in his service : so he wrote to the generalsof
is armies, and to his friends, and gave testitnony to the good
behaviour of the Jews toward him, and informed them what
rewards he had resolved to bestow on them for that their be-
" haviour. I will set down presently the epistles themselves,
which he wrote to the generals concerning them, but will first
produce the testimony of Polybius of Megalopolis ; for thus
does he speak, in the sixteenth book of his history: * Now
Scopas, the general of Ptolemy’s army, went in haste to the
supetior parts of the country, and in the winter-time over-
threw the nation of the Jews. He alsp saith, in the same
book, that when Scopas was conquered by Antiochus, An-
‘tiochus received Batanea; and Samaria,and Abila, and Ga-

.. dara; and that,a while afterwards, there came-into him .
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those Jews thet inhabited near that temple which was called

Jerusalem : concerning which, although I have more to say,
- and particularly concerning the presence of God about that
temple, yet do I put off that history til! another opportu-
nity.” . This it is which Polybius relates. But we will re-
turn to the series of the history, when we have first produced
the epistles of king Antiochus.

¢ XING ANTIOCHUS TO PTOLEMY, SENDETH GREETING :

* Since the Jews upon our first entrance on their country,
demonstrated their friendship toward us; and when we came
to their city [Jerusalem] received us in a splendid manner,
and came to meet us with their senate, and gave abundance
of &rovision to our soldiers, and to the elephants, and joined
with us in ejecting the garrison of the Egyptians that were
in the citadel, we have thought fit to reward them, and to
retrieve the condition of their city, which bath been greatly
depopulated by such accidents as have befallen its inbabi-

- tants, and to bring those that have been scattered abroad back
to the city. And, in the first place, we have determined, on
account of their piety toward God, to bestow on them, asa

ion, for their sacrifices of animals, that are fit for sacri-

- m for wine, and oil, and frankincense, the value of twenty

thousand pieces of silver, and [six] sacred artabre of fine
flour, with one thousand four hundred and sixty medimni of
salt. And these payments I would have fully paid them, as

1 have sent orders toyou I would also bave the work about

the temple finished, and the cloisters, and if there be any
thing else that ought te be rebuilt. And for the materials of -
wﬁ, let it be brought them out of Judea itself, and out of.
other countries, and out of Libanus, tax free: and the
I would have observed as to those other materials which
will be necessary, in order to render the temple more glo-
rious. And let all of that nation live according to the laws
of their own country : and let the senate, the priests,
and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred singers, be dis-
charged from poll-meney, and the crown tax, and other taxes
also. And that the city may the sooner recover its inhabi-
tants, I grant discharge from taxes for three years to its pre-
sent inhabitants ; and to such as shall come to it, until the
month Hyperbereteus. We also discharge them for the fus
ture from a third part of their taxes, that the losses they have
sustained may be repaired. And all those cilizens that have
been carried away, and are become slaves, we grant them,
and their children, their freedom ; and give order that their
substance be restored to them.” : ‘ :

«
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4. Ang thsse werethtbe ug;.l':ntl‘?iu if this epist!g. H:r a&o ,
* published a decree, through al his kingdom, in honour
F:mple, which contained what follows : ** It shall be lawful
for o foreigner to come within the limits of the temple
round about ; which thing is forbidden also to the Jews, unlgs
to those who, according to their own custom, have purified
themselves. Nor let flesh_ of horses or of mules, or of
asses, be brought into city, whether they be wild, or
tame ; nor that of leopards, or foxes, or hares; and, in
neral, that of any animal which is forbidden for the Jews
eat. Nor let their skins be brought into it ; nor let any
such animal be bred ug in the city. Let them only be per-
mitted to use the sacrifices derived from their forefathers,
with which they have been obliged to make acceptable atone-
ments to God. And he that transgresseth any of these or-
ders, let him pay to the priests three tho drachmas of
silver.” Moreover, this Antiochus bare testimony to our
piety, and fidelity, in an epistle of his, written when he was
aformed of a sedition in l?b’l;ygia and Lydia, at which time
e was in the superior provinces, wherein he comma
{eurxis, the general of his forces, and his most intimate friend,
to send some of our nation of ﬁabylon into Pbrygia. The
»pistle was this:

* KING ANTIOCHUS TO XEUXIS, HIS FATHER, SENDETH GREET-
ING : :

“If you are in health, it is well. T also am in health. -
Having been informed that a sedition is arisen in Lydia and
Phrygia, I thought that matter required great care : andupon
advising with my friends what was fit to be done, it has been
thought pm;er to remove two thousand families of Jews,
with their effects, out of Mesopotamia and Babylon, unto the
castles and places that lie most convenient ; for 1am per-
suaded that they will be well disposed rdians of our pos-
sessions, because of their piety toward Ged, and because I
know that my rredecessors have borne witness to them, that
they are faithful, and, with alacrity, do what they are desired
to do. 1 will, therefore, tbough it be a laborious work, that
thou remove these Jews ; under a promise that they shall be

ermitted to use their own laws. And when thou shalt have
ught them to the places forementioned, thou shalt give
every one of their families a place for building their houses,
and a portion of land for their husbandry, and for the planta-
tion of their vines ; and thou shalt discharge them from sa )
ing taxes of the fruits.of the earth for ten years; and let
them have a-proper quentity of wheat for the maintenance of
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ve bread~corn out of the earth :
given unto such as minister to
, that by enjoying the effects of
v themselves.the more willing

ake care likewise of that na-
1at they may not have any dis-
ne.”” Now, these testimonials
ufficient to declare the friend-

bare to the Jews.

— | 3
vaas JHR IV.

HOW ANTIOCHUS MADE A LEAGUE WITH PTOLEMY ; AND HOW
ONIAS PROVOKED PTOLEMY EVERGETES TO ANGER ; AND HOW
JOSEPH BROUGHT ALL THINGS RIGHY AGAIN, AND ENTERED
INTO FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM ; AND WHAT OTHER THINGS
WERE DONE BY JOSEPH, AND HIS SON HYRCANUS.

1. ArTER this, Antiochus made a friendship and a league
- with Ptolemy ; and gave him his daughter Cleopatra to wife,
and ;ielded up to him Ceelosyria, and Samaria, and Judea,
and Pheenicia, by way of dowry.” And ugon the division of
the taxes between the two Kings, all the principal men
farmed the taxes of their several countries, and collecti
the sum that was settled for them, paid the sum to the [two
kings. Now at this time the Samaritans were in a flourish-
ing condition, and much distressed the Jews, cutting off parts
of their land, and carrying off slaves. This happened when
Onias was high-priest ; for after Eleazer’s death, his uncle
Manasseh took the priesthood, and after he had ended his
life, Onias received that dignity. He was the son of Simon,’
who was called the * Just ;> which Simon was the brother
of Eleazer, as I said before. 'This Onias was one of 3 little
soul, and a great lover of money ; and for that reagdn, be-
" cause he did not pay that tax of twenty talents of silver,
which his forefathers paid to these kings out of their own
" estates, he provoked king Ptolemy Evergetes to anger, who
was the father of Philopator. ’l{is Evergetes sent an am-
bassador to Jerusalem, and complained that Onias did not
gay his taxes, and threatened, that if he did not receive them,
e would seize upon their land, and send soldiers tolive u
it. When the Jews heard this message of the king’s, they
were confounded : but so sordidly covetous was Onias, that
pothing ef this nature mac}e bim ashamed. but of t'
2. There was now one Joseph, young in age, but of grea
wputation among the people ofhﬁzmlﬁem gravity, pru-
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formed him of the goodness of the disposition of Joseph ; and
; that he was,oiing to him, to excuse the multitude, as not
any harm, for that he was their patron. In
short, he #b#é %0 very large in his encomiums upon the young
" man, thif be disposed both the king, and his wife Cleopatra,
to hayg#;kindness for him before he came. So Joseph sent
to higeiiends at Samaria, and borrowed money of them ; and
got#edy what was necessary for his journey, garments and
wps; and beasts for burden, which amounted to about twen
}::usand drachmas, went to Alexandria. Now it happened,

t at this time, all the principal men and rulers went up
out of the cities of Syria and Pheenicia, to bid for their taxes ;
for every year the king sold them to the men of the greatest

_power in every city. Sothese men saw Joseph journeying
on the way, and laughed at him for his poverty and mean-
ness. But when he came to Alexandria, and heard that ki
Ptolemy was at Memphis, he went up thither to meet wit
him ; which ban;‘?)ene as the king was sitting in his chariot,
with his wife and with his friend Athenion, who was the very
person who had been ambassador at. Jerusalem, and been
entertained by Joseph. As soon, therefore, as Athenion saw
‘thim, he presently made him known to the king, how good
g generous a young man he was. So Ptolemy saluted him
t,and desired him to come up into his chariot ; and as Jo-
seph sat there, he began to complain of the management of
‘Onias. To which he answered, forgive him on account of
“his age, for thou canst not certainly be unacquainted with this,
that old men and infants have their minds exactly alike ; but
thou shalt have from us, who are young men, every thi
thou desirest, and shalt have nocause to complain. With this
good humour and pleasantry of the young man, the king was
so delighted, that he began already, as though he had long
experience of him, to have a still greater affection for him,
insomuch that be bade him take bis diet in the king’s palace,
and be a guest at his own table every daaly. But when the
Kking was come to Alexandria, the principal men of Syria saw
him,sitt'i;f with the king, and were much offended at it.

4. And when the day came on which the king was to let
the taxes of the cities to farm, and those that were the prin-
cipal men of dignity in their several countries were to bid for
them, the sum of the taxes together, of Caelosyria and Phee-

« nicia, and Judea, with Samaria, Es they were bidden for,
came to eight thousand talents. Hereupon Joseph accuse
the bidders, as having agreed together to estimate the value
of the taxes at too low a rate ; and he promised that he would
himself give twice as much for them ; but for those whodid

<
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not pay, he would send the king home their whole substance: .
for this privilege was sold together with the taxes themselves.
“The king was pleased to hear that offer ; and because it aug-
mented his revenues, he said, he would confirm the sale of
the taxes to him. But then he asked him this %uestlon, whe-
ther he had any sureties that would be bound for the pay-
ment of the money ? he answered very pleasantly, I will give
such security, and those of persons good and responsible, and
which you shall have no reason to distrust.  And when he
bid him name them, who they were, he replied, I give thee
no other persons, O king, for my sureties, than thyself, and
this thy wife : and your;iall be security for both parties. So
Ptolemy laughed at the proposal, and granted him the farm-
ing of the taxes without any sureties. This procedure was
a sore grief to those that came from the cities into Egypt ;
whowere utterly disappointed : and they returned every one
to their own country with shame. .

5. But Joseph took with him two thousand foot soldiers
from the king ; for he desired he might have some assistance,
in order to force suth as were refractory in the cities to ﬁay.
And borrowing of the king’s friends at Alexandria five hun-
dred talents, e made haste back into Syria.  And when he

- was at Askeion, and demanded their taxes of the people of
. Askelon, they refused to pay any thing ; and affronted him

also : upon which he seized upon about twenty of the prin-
cipal men, and slew them, and gathered what they had to-
gether, and sent it all to the king ; and informed him of what
~ he had done Ptolemg admired at the prudent conduct of the

man, and commended him for what- he had done ; and gave
him leave to do as he pleased. When tlie Syrians héard of
this they were astonished ; and having before them a sad ex-
ample in the men of Askelon that were slain, they opened
their gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and paid their
taxes. And when the inhabitants of Scythopolis attempted to
affront him, and would not pay him those taxes which they
formerly used to pay, without disputing about them, he slew
also the principal men of that city and sent their effects to
the king. By this means he gathered great wealth together,
and made vast gains by this farming of the taxes; and he
made use of what estate he had thusgotten, in order to sup-
.&Oﬂ his authority, as thinking it a p*ece of prudence to keep

hat had been the occasion and foundation of his present
good fortune ; and this he did by the assistance of what he
was already possessed of, for he privately sent many presents
1o the king, and to Cleopatra, and to their friends, and to all
that were powerful about the court, and thereby purchased
their good-will to himself, N
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6. This goac jgteune he enjoyed for twenty-two years;
g e

" . and was begine father of seven sons by one wile ; he
had also paither son, whose name was Hyrcanus, by his
brother mius’ daughter, whom he married on the fol-
lowin sion. He once came to Alexandria with his brother,

b along with him a daughter already marriageable, in
order ¥o.give her in wedlock to some of the Jews of chief
d@& re. He then supped with the king ; and falling in

loye with an actress, that was of great beauty, and came into
the room where they feasted, he told his brother of it, and
entreated him, because a Jew is forbidden by their law to
come near to a foreigner, to conceal his offence and to be
kind and subservient to him, and to give him an opportunity
of fulfilling his desires. Upon which his brother willingly
entertained the proposal of serving him, and adorned his own
daughter, and broui t her to him by night, and put her into
his bed. And Joseph, being disordered with drink, knew not
who she was, and so lay with his brother’s daughter ; and this
he did many times, and loved her exceedingly ; and said to
his brother that he foved this actress so well, that he should
run the hazard of his life [if he must part with her,] and yet
robably the king would not give him leave [to take her with
Eim.] Eut his brother bid him be in no concern about that
matter, and told him he might enjoy her whom he loved
without any danger, and might have her for his wife: and
"opened the truth of the matter to him, and assured him that
he chose rather to have his own dau%hter abused, than to
overlook him, and see him come to [public] disgrace. SoJo-
seph commended him for his brotherly love, and married his
daughter: and by her begat a son whose name was Hyr-
canus, as we said before.  And when this his youngest son
showed, at thirteen years old,a mind that was both cour-
ageous and wise, and was greatly envied by his brethren, as
being of a genius much above them, and such a one as they
might well envy, Josegh once had a mind to know which of
his sons had the best disposition to virtue, and when be sent
them severally to those that had then the best reputation for
instructing youth, the rest of his children, by reason of
their sloth, and unwillilfness to take pains, returned to him
foolish and unlearned. After them he sent out the youngest
Hyrcanus ; and gave him three hundred yoke of oxen, an bid
- him go two ;i:is’ journcy into the wilderness, and sow
land there, and yet kept back &rivatel the yokes of oxen
that coupled them together. hen l-{yrcanus came to the
place, and found he had no yokes with him, he contemned
the drivers of the oxen, who advised him to send some to his
father, to bring them some yokes ; but he thinking that he
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wught not to lose his time, while they should be sent to bring
him the yokes, he invented a kind of stratagem, and what
suited an elder age than his own ; for he slew ten yoke of
the oxen, and distributed their flesh among the labourers, and
cut their hides into several pieces, and made him yokes, and
yoked the oxen together with them ; by which means he
sowed as much land as his father had appointed him to sow,
and returned to him. And when he was come back, his father
was mightﬂf leased with his sagacitg, and commended the
sharpness is understanding, and his boldness in what he
did. And he still loved him the more, as if he were hisonly
genuine son, while his brethren were much troubled at it.

7. But when one told him, that Ptolemy had a son just
born, and that all the principal men of Syria,and the other
countries subject to him were to keep a festival, on account
of the child’s birthday, and went away in haste with g:at
retinues to Alexandria, he was himself indeed hindered from
going by old a%e; but he made trial of his sons, whether any
of them would be willing to go to the king. And when-the
elder sons excused themselves from going, and said, the
‘were not courtiers good el h for such conversation and ad-
vised him to send their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly heark-
ened to that advice ; and called Hyrcanus, and asked him,
whether he could go to the king ? and whether it was agree-
able to him to go or not ? And upon his promise that he
would §o, and his saying that he should not want much
money for his journey, because he would live moderately;
and that ten thousand drachmas would be sufficient, he was
pleased with his son’s prudence. After a little while, the
son advised his father not to send his presents to the ixing
from thence, but to give him a letter to his steward at Alex-
andria, that he might furnish him with money, for purchasing
what should be most excellent and most precious. So he,
thinking that the expenses of ten talents would be enough for
Ppresents to be made the king, and commending his son as
giving him good advice, wrote to Arion his steward, that
managed all his money-matters at Alexandria ; which money
was not less than three thousand talents on bis account, for
Joseph sent the money he received in Syria to Alexandria.
And when the day appointed for the payment of the taxes
to the king came, be wrote to Arion to pay them. So when
gpe son had asked his- father for a letter to this steward, and

ad received it, he made haste to Alexandria. And when
he was gone, his brethren wrote to all the king’s friends, that
S U

-~¥ol. 1II. *
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- .8, But whert be was come to Alexandria, he delivered his
. letter to Arion, who asked him, how many talents he would
have ? gl:rpng he would ask for no more than ten, or a little
more,) be said, he wanted a thousand talents. ‘At which the
- steward was angry, and rebuked him, as one that intended
to live extravagantly ; and he let him know how bis father
had gathered together his estate by pains-taking, and re-
sisting his inclinations, and wished him to imitate the ex-
ample of his father: he assured him withal, that he would
give him but ten talents, and that for a present to the king
also. The son was irritated at this, and threw Arion into
prison. But when Arion’s wife bad informed Cleopatra of
this, with her entreaty, that she would rebuke the child for
what he had done, (for Arion was in great esteem with her,)
Cleopatra informed the king of it. And Ptolemy sent for
Hyrcanus, and told him, that *“ he wondered, when he was
sent to him by his father, that he bad not yet come into his
Ppresence, but had laid the steward in prison.”” And he gave
order, therefore, that he should come to him, and give an
account of the reason of what be had done. And they re-
port, that the answer be made to the king’s messenger was

" this : that “ there was a law of his that forbade a child that

was born, to taste of the sacrifice before he had been at the
temple, and sacrificed to God. According to which way of
reasoning, he did not himself come to him, in expectation of
the present he was to make to him, as to one who had been
his father’s benefactor ; and that he had punished the slave
for disobeying his commands, for that it mattered not, whether
a master was little or great : so that unless we punish such
as these, thou thyself mayest also expect to be npnsed by
thy subjects.” bearing this his answer, he fell a laugh-
ing, and wondered at the great soul of the child.

9, When Arion was apprized that this was the king’s dis-
position, and that he bad no way to help himself, he gave the
child a thousand talents, and was let out of prison. So after
three days were over, Hyrcanus came and saluted the king
and queen. They saw him with pleasure ; and feasted him
in an oblfg)in&manner, out of the respect they bare to his
father. came to the merchants privately, and bought
one hundred boys that bad learning, and were in the flower
of their ages, each at a talent a-piece ; as also he bought one
hundred maidens, each at the same price as the other. Ands
when be was invited to feast with the king among the princi-

al men of the country, he sat down the Jowest of them all

scause he was little regarded, as a child in age still ; aptf
this by those who placed every one according ta their dig-
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to be done for hkim by the king, than to write to his father,

and brethreggmbout him. So when the king had paid him
very greaijimpects, and had given him very large gifts; and
had writpd'to his father and his brethren, and all his com-

degs;and officers, about him, he sent him away. But,
when tethnen heard that Hyrcanus had received such
favog#ifrom the king, and was returning home with great
honotit, they went out to meet him, and to destroy him, and
that with the privity of their father ; for he was angry at him
for the [large] sum of money that he bestowed for presents,
- and so had no concern for his preservation. However, Jo-
seph concealed the anger he had for his son, out of fear of
the king. And when Hyrcanus’ brethren came to fight him,
. he slew many others of those that were with them ; as also
two of bis brethren themselves, but the rest of them escaped
to Jerusalem to their father, But when Hyrcanus came to
the city, where no would receive him, he was afraid for
himself, and retired beyoud the river Jordan, and there
abode : but obliging the barbarians to pay their taxes.
10, At this time Seleucus, who was called Soter, reigned
over Asia, being the son of Antiochus the Great. And [uo:’(l
’ father Josepb died. He was a good man, a
of great-magnanimity ; and brought the Jews out of a state
of poverty and meanness, to one that was more splendid.
He retained the farm of the taxes of Syria, and Phenicia,
_ and Samaria, twenty-two rVears. His uncle also, Onias, died
rabout this time,] and left the high-priesthood to his son Si-
mon. And when he was dead, Onias his son succeeded him
in that dignity. To him it was that Areus, king of the La- -
cedermonians, sent an embassage, with an-epistle ; the copy
whereof here follows :

¢ AREUS, KING OF THE LACEDXEMONIANS, TO ONIAS, SENDETH
GREETING :

" “ We have met with a_certain writing, whereby we have
discovered, that both the Jews and the Lacedemonians are of
one stock, and are derived from the kindred of Abraham:*

* Whence it coines that these Lacedzmonians declare themselves here
to be of kin to the Jews, as derived from the same ancestor, Abrakam,
1 cannot tell, unless, as Grotius supposes, they were derived from the
Dores that came of Pelasgi. These are by Herodotus, called barbarians ;
and %erhaps werpe dgrived frorn the Syrians and Arabians, the posterity

)f Abraham by Keturah. See Antiq. B. xvi. c. x. sec. 22. vol. iii, and
Of the War, B. i. c. xxvi. sec. 1, vol. v. and Grot. en 1 Maccab. xii. 7.
‘We may further observe fror: the recognitions of Clement, that Eliezer
of Damascus, the servant of Abraham, Gen. xv. 2, and xxiv. was of old
by some taken for his son. So that if the Lacediemonians were sprung
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it is but just therefore,ﬂ-tyonwbomourbrethmn;tbo%d
send to us about any of your concerus as you please, We -
will also do the same thing, and esteem your concerus as our
own ; and will look upon our concems as in common with
yours. Demoteles, who brings you this letter, will bring
.your answer back to us. Thisletter is foursquare ; and the
" seal is an eagle, with a dragon in his claws.”

11. And these were the contents of the epistle which was
sent from the king of the Laced®monians. But upon the
death of Joseph, people grew seditious, on_account of
his sons : for whereas the elders made war against Hyrca-
nus, who was the Zoungest of Joseph’s sons, the multitude
was divided, but the greater part joined with the elders in
this war ; as did Simon the higb(-fmest, by reason he waskin
to them. However, Hyrcanus determined not to return to
Jerusalem any more, but seated himself beyond Jordan ; and
was at perpetual war with the Arabians, and slew many of
them, and took many of them captives. He also erected a
strong castle, and built it entir"e:{ of white stone to the very
roof ; and had animals of a prodigious magnitude engraven
upon it. He also drew round it a great and deep canal of
water. He also made caves of many furlongs in length, b
hollowing a rock that was over against him ; and then made
large rooms in it, some for feasting, and some for sleeping, -
and living in. He introduced also a vast uantity of waters
which ran along it, and which were very delightful and or-
namental in the court. But still be made the entrances at
the mouth of the caves so narrow, that no more than one ger—
son’ could enter by them atonce : and the reason why he built

them after this manner was a one ; it was for his own
preservation, lest be should be sietsged by his brethren, and
Tun the bazard of being caught by them. Moreover, be built

- courts of greater magnitude than ordinary, which he adormned

with vastly large gardens. And when he had brought the
place to ﬂ{s state, he named it Tyre. This place is between
Arabia and Judea, beyond Jordan, not far the country
of Heshbon. he ruled over those parts forseven years,

from him, might think themselves to be of the posterity of Abraham,
as well uttll‘:ey.lm who were sprung from Isasc. And perbaps this
Eliezer of Damascus is that very Damascus, whom Trogus Pompeius,
as abridged by Justin, makes the founder of the Jewish nation itselt,
thoufh he afterwards blunders, and makes Aselus, Adores, Abraham,
and Israel, kings of Judea, and successors to this Damascus. It may
not be_iraproper to observe farther, that Moses Chorenensis, in his his-
" tory of the Armenians, informs us, that the nation of the Parthians wag

aJso detived from Abraham, by Keturah, and her children. !
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evenall the time that Seleucus was kingoof Syria. But when
he was dead, his brother Antiochus, who was called Epiph-
anes, took the kingdom.  Ptolemy also, the kin%of Egypt,
died, who was besides called Epiphanes. He left two sons,

and both young in age ; the elder of which was called Philo- -

meter, and the younger Physcon. As for Hyrcanus, when
he saw that Anli%ch:ge bad a’ great army, and feared fest he
should be caught by him, and brought to punishment for what
he had done to the Arabians, he ended his life, and slew him-
self with his own hand : while Antiochus seized uponall his
substance. ) . .
Sp——
CHAPTER V.

HOW, UPON THE QUARRELS OF THE JEWS, ONE AGAINST AN-
OTHER, ABOUT THE HIGH-PRIESTHOOD, ANTIOCHUS MADE AN
EXPEDITION AGAINST JERUSALEM, TOOK THE CITY AND PIL-
LAGED THE TEMPLE, AKD DISTRESSED THE JEWS : AS ALSO
HOW MANY OF THE JEWS FORSOOK THE LAWS OF THEIR
COUNTRY : AND HOW THE SAMARITANS FOLLOWED THE
CUSTOMS OF THE GREEKS, AND NAMED THEIR TEMPLE AT
MOUNT GERIZZIM, THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER HELLENIUS.

1. Asour this time, upon the death of Onias,the high-
riest, they gave the high-priesthood to Jesus, his brother ;
or that son which Onias left (or Onias IV.) was yet but an
infant ; and, in its proper place, we will inform the reader of
- all the circumstances that befell this child. But this Jesus,
who was the brother of Onias, was deprived of the high-
priesthood by the king, who was angry with him, and gave it
to his younger brother, whose name also was Onias, for Si-
mon had these three sons, to each of which the priesthood
came, as we have already informed the reader.* This Je-

* We have hitherto had but & few of those many citations where Jo-
sephus says, that he had elsewhere formerly treated of many things, of
which yet his-present books have not a syllable. Our commentators
have hitherto been able to give no tolerable account of these citations,
which are far too numerous, and that usually in all his copies, both Greck
and Latin, to be l:gsond later interpolations, which is almost all that:
has becn hitherto upon this occasion. What I have 10 say farther
is this, that we have but very fow of these references before, and very
many in and after the history of Antiochus Epiphanes: and that Jose-
phus’ first book, the Hebrew or Chaldee, as well as the Greek history of
the Jewish War, long since lost, began with that very history, so that
the references are most probably made to that edition of Seven
Books of the War. See several other examples, besides those in the twa
wections before us, in Amig. B. xiit. ¢. ii. sec. 1, 4. vol. iii. and c. iv. sec.
6, 8. c. v. see. 6, 11, c. viil sec: 4. and c, xiii. sec. 4, 5. and Antig. B,
syiii. c. ii. sec. v, vol. iv. :
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sus ed his name to Jason ; but Onias was called Mene-
Jaus. Now as the former high-priest Jesus, raised a sedition
against Menelaus, who was ordained after him, the multitude
were divided between them both. And the sons of Tobias
took the Jpart of Menelaus, but the greater part of the people
assisted Jason ; and by that means Menelaus, and the sons
of Tobias were distressed, and retired to Antiochus; and in-
formed him, that they were desirous to leave the laws of their
country, and the Jewish way of living according to them,
and to follow the king’s laws, and the Grecian way of living ;
wherefore they desired his permission to build themn a Gym-
nasium® at Jerusalem. And when he had given them leave,
they also hid the circumcision of their genitals, that even
when they were naked they might appear to be Greeks. Ac-
cordingly, they leR off all the customs that belonged to their
own country, and imitated the practices of other nations.

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable situation of the at-
fairs of his kingdom. resolved to make an expedition against
Egypt, both because he Iad a desire to gain it, and becausc
he contemned the sons of Ptolemy, as now weak, and not
Zet of abilities to manage affairs of such consequence; so

e came with great forces to Relusium, and circumvented
Ptolemy Philometer by treachery, and seized upon Egyﬁt.
He then came to the places about Memphis ; and when he
had taken them, he made haste to Alexandria in hopes of
taking it by siege, and of subduing Ptolemy, who reigned
there. But he was driven not onl‘y from Alexandria, but out
of all Egypt, by the declaration of the Romans, who charged
him to let that country alone ; according as I have elsewherc
formerly declared. 1 will now give a particular account of
what concerns this king, how he subdued Judea and the tem-

le ; for in my former work I mentioned those things very
grieﬂy, and have, therefore, now *hought it necessary to go
over that history again, and that with great accuracy. .

3. King Antiochus returning out of Egypt, for fear of the

Romans, made an expedition against the city of Jerusalem ;

* This word Gy ium, properly denotes a place where the exer-
cises were performed naked, which, because it would naturally distin-
guish circumcised Jews from uncircumcised Gentiles, these Jewish apos-
tates endeavoured to a| uncircumcised, by means of a chirurgical

ration, hinted at by St Paul, 1 Cor. vii. 18, and described by Celsus,

. vii. ¢. xxv. as Dr. Hudson here informs us. .

+ Hereabout Josephus begins to follow the first book of the Macca-~
bees, a most excellent and nost authentic history ; and accordingly, it
is here, with great fidelity and exactness, abridged by him: between
whose present coples there seem to be fewer variations, than in any
ether sacred Hebrew book of the Old Testament whatsoever, (for thm\

~



and when he wag {here, in the hundred and forty-third year
of the kingafJli¢ Selucide; he took the city without ﬁgl-)bﬁ' y
those of g Party opening the gates to him. And w enfe
bad go session of Jerusalem, he slew many of ‘the

y pasiy ; and when be had plundered it of a great
,ﬂeretumedtoAnti . - .
Now it came to pass, after two years, in the one hundred
ngforty and fifth year, on the twenty-ﬁﬂi: day of that month
hioh is by us called Chasleu, and “I')x the Macedonians
jppelleus, in the hundred and fifty-third Olympiad, thatth
g came up to Jerusalem, and pretending peace, he gct
possession of the city by treachery ; at which time he spared
wot so much as those that admitted him into it, on account of
the riches that lay in the temple ; but led by his covetous
inclination, (for he saw there was in it a great deal of gold,
and many ornaments that had been dedicated to it of very
great value,) and in order to plunder its wealth, he veutured
- o break the league he had made. So he left the temple
bare ; and took away the golden candlesticks, and the golden
altar [of incense,] and tagble [of showbread,] and the altar
[ of burnt-offerings ;‘] and did not abstain from even the vails
which were made of fine linen and scarlet. He also emptied
it from its secret treasures, and left nothing atall nemaining H
and b%athit means cast the Jews into great lamentations, for
he Tobade them to offer those daily sacrifices which they
used to offer to God, according to the law. And when he hacl.
pillaged the whole city, some of the inhabitants he slew,
and some he carried captive, together with their wives and
children, so that the multitude of those captives that were
{aken alive, amounted to about ten thousand. He also burnt
down the finest buildings; and when he had overthrown
the city walls, be built a citadel* in the lower part of the
city, for the place was high and overlooked the temple, on
which account, he fortified it with high walls and towers, and

ook also was originally written in Hebrew,) which is very natural,
because it was written 80 much nearer to the times of Josephus than

the rest were.
' * Thiscitadel, of which we have such frequent mention in the follow-
ing history, both in the Maccabees, and in Josephus, seems to have been
a castle built on & hill, lower than Mount Zion, upon its skirts,
and higher than Mount Moriah, but between them both ; ;which hill the
enemies of the Jews now got lnmumon of, and built on it this citadel,
and fortified it, till a good while afterwards the Jews regained it, demo-
lished it, and levelled the hill itself with the common ground, that theie
enemies might no more recover it, and might thence overlook the tem-
ple itself, and do them such’ mischief as they had long undergone from
it. Antiq. B. xiii c. vi. sec. 6. * . :
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* put into it a garrison of Macedonians: However, in that cita-
del dwelt the impious and wicked part of the [Jewish!mlﬁ-

- tude, from whom it pioved that the. citizens suffered many
and sore calamities. And when the king had built an idol
altar upon God’s altar, he slew swine upon it, and so offered
a sacrim neither according to the law, nor the Jewish re-
ligious worship in that country. He also compelled them to
forsake the wors_higewbich they paid. their own God, and to
adore those whom he took to be gods : and made them build
‘temples, and raise idol altars in every. city and village, and
offer swine upon them every day. He also.commanded them
not to circumcise their sons, and threatened to punish an

that should be found to have Lnnsqumed_hn injunction. He
also appointed overseers who should compel them to do-what
he commanded. And indeed Jews there were who
complied with the king’s eomn:‘nz, either voluntarily,or
out of. fear of the l‘]:;enalty that was denounced : but the best
men, and those of the noblest souls, did not regard him, but
did pay a greater respect to the customs of their eonnt:{;thm
concern as to the punishment which he threatened to the dis-
obedient ; on which-account, they every day underwent great
* niseries, and bitter torments, for they were whipped with
rods, and their bodies were torn to pieces, and were crucified,
while they were still alive, and breathed : . they also stran-
e Wog had appoiniad, baging thes. sons. sbout ther
as ad ap , ir sons - ir
necks, asm-gthey were upon the crosses. . And if there were
any sacred book of the: law found, it was and those
with whom they were found mlserab}y perished
5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews under these suffer-
ings, they no longer confessed that they were of their kindred,
nor that the temple on mount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty
. This was according to their nature, as we have already
shown. And they now said, that they were a colony of the
' Medes and Persians: and indeed they were a colony of theirs.
So they sent ambassadors to Antigchus and an epistle ; whose
contents are these : ** To king Antiochus the oetf, Epiphanes,
a memorial from the Sidonians who live at Shechem. Our
forefathers, upon cextain frequent plagues, and as following a
certain ancient superstition, had a custom of observing that
day, which, by the Jews, is called the Sabbath.* Apd when
they had erected a temp,ie at the mountain called Gerizzim,
. # This ﬂl‘ﬂﬁm Smn'uu is mmerkable, |W the;
were not Jews, yet d?fl‘zéy. from ancient times, obse:?:.tbe s;Igbathy-
.day, and as they elsewhers pretend, the Sabbatic year also. : Antiq. B.

" Vol. INI. 4




38 ANTIQUITIES

without a name, they offered upon it the proper sacri-

fices. Now upon the just treatment of these wicked Jews,
those that tanage their affairs, supposing that we were of Kin
to them, and practised as they do, make us liable to the same
accusations, although we be originally Sidonians, as isevident
from the public records. We, therefore, beseech thee, our
benefacter and saviour, to give order to_Apollonius the go-
vernor of this part of the country, and to Nicaner the procu-
ratorof the affairs, to give us no disturbance, nor to lay to
our charge what the Jews are accused for, since we are aliens
from their nation, and from their customs ; but let our tem-
ple, which .at present hath no name atall, be named' the tem-
ﬂevof Jupiter Hellenius. If this were once done, we shoyld
no longer disturbed, but should be the more intent on our

" . own occupation with quietness, and so bring in a greater re-

venue to thee.” When the Samaritans had petitioned for
this, the kiﬁg sent them back the following answer, in an
epistle :  King Antiochus to Nicanor. The Sidonians, who
live at Shechem, have sent me the memorial enclosed.
When therefore we were advising with our friends, about it,
the messengers sent by them, represented 1o us, that they are
no way concerned with accusations which be.‘loni-t’o the Jews,
but cgose to live after the customs of the Greeks. Accord- -
_ingly we declare them free from such accusations,and order,
_that, agreeably to their petition, their temple be named the
temple of Jupiter Hellenius.” He also sent the like epistle
to Apollonius, the governor of that part of the country, in
the forty-sixth year, and the eighteenth day of the month
Hecatombeon.
. Som—

CHAPTHR VI.

‘©IOW, UPON ANTIOCHUS’ PROHIBITION TO THE JEWS TO MAKE
"USE OF THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, MATTATHIAS, THE
" SON OF ASMONEUS, ALONE DESPISED THE KING, AND OVER-

CAME THE GENERALS OF ANTIOCHUS’ ARMY : AS ALSO CON-

CERNING THE DEATH OF MATTATHIAS, AND THE SUCCES-

SION OF JUDAS.

1. Now at this time there was one whose name was Mat-
tathias, who dwelt at Modin, the son of John, the son of,
Simon, the sonof Asmoneus, a priest of the order of Joarib,
and a citizen of Jerusalem. He had five sons, John, who
was called Gaddis, and Simon, who was called Matthes, and
Judas, who was called Maccabeus,* and Eleazer, who was

* That this appeliation of Muccabe was not first of all given to Judas
Maccabeus, nor was derived from any initial letters of the Hebrew
words on his banner, Mi Kamoka Be Elem, Jehovah? Who is like unto
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called Auran, and Jonathan, who was called Apphus. Now
this Mattathias lamented to his children, the sad state of their
affairs, and the ravaﬁe made in the city, and the plundering
of the temple, and the calamities the multitude were under ;
and he tolg them, it was better for them to die for the laws
of their country, thanto live so ingloriously as they then did.
2. But when those that were appointed by the king were
come to Modin, that they might compel the Jews to dowhat
they were commanded,and to enjoin those that were there
to offer sacrifice, as the king had commanded, they desired
that Mattathias, a person of the greatest character am
them, both on other accounts, and particularly on account o
such a numerous, and so deserving a family of children
would begin the sacrifice, because his fellow-citizens would
follow his example, and because such a procedure would
make himhonoured by the king. But Mattathias said, ¢ He -
would not do it ; and that if all the other nations would obey
the commands of Antiochus, either out of fear, or to please
him, yet would not he, nor his sons, leave the religious wor-
ship of their country.” But as soon as he had ended his
speech, there came one of the Jews into the midst of them,
and sacrificed, as Antiochus had commanded. At which Mat-,
. tathias had great indignation, and ran upon him violently, with
his sons, who had swords with them, and slew both the man
himself that sacrificed, and Apelles the kilﬁ’s general, who
compelled them to sacrifice, with a few of his soldiers. He
also overthrew the idol altar ; and cried oat, * If,” said he,-
“ any one be zealous for the laws of his country, and for the
worship of God, let him follow me.” And when he had said
this, he made haste into the desert, with his sons, and left al}
his substance in the village. Many others did the same also,
and fled with their wives and children into the desert, and
.dwelt in caves. But when the king’s generals heard this,
they took all the forces they then had in the citadel at Jeru-
salem, and pursued the Jews into the desert ; and when they
- had overtaken them, they, in the first place, endeavoured f(
persuade them to repent, and to choose what was most fo:
their advantage, and not to put them to the necessity 'of usi
them according to the law of war. But when they woul
not comply with their persuasions, but continued to be of a
different mind, they fought against them on the Sabbath-day ;

thee among the Gods, O Jehovah? Exod. xv. 11,as the modern Rabbins
vaml{;mend, see ‘Authent. Rec part i. p. 205, 206. Only we may
note, by the way, that the ori name of these Maccabees, and their
posterity was Asmoneans ; which was dérived from Asmoneus, the great
grandfather of Mattathias, as Jossphus here informs us, '

’

\
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and they burnt them, as they were in the caves, without re-
sistance, and ‘without so much as stogping up the entrances
of the caves. And they avoided to defend themselves on that
day, becemse they were not willing to break in upon the ho-
nour thgy-ewed the Sabbath, even in such distress ; for our
law req@ires that we rest upon that day. There were about
one-Shemsand, with their wives and children, who were smo-
thesedjand died in these caves; but many of those that es-
cazdmmed themselves to Mattathias, and appointed him
to-be their ruler, who taught them to fight even on the Sab-
hﬁ-dayf and told them, that * unless thegsewould do so,
they-would become their own enemies, by observing the law
rigorously,] while their adversaries would still assault
m-on this day, and they would not thendefend themselves,
and that nothing could then hinder, but they must all perish
without fighting.” This speech persuaded them. And this
rule continues among us to this day, that, if there be a ne-
cessity, we may fight on Sabbath-days. $o Mattathias gota
great army about him, and overthrew their idol altars, and
;’133 tlﬁlgse that broke the ol;\vtvhs, even all that he ‘aould,get
under his power; for ma em were dispersed am
the nations ronné aboutlxemvﬁ)r fearof him. He also coonlf
manded, that those boys which were not yet circumcised,
showld be circumcised now; and he drove those away that
were appointed to hinder such their circumcision.

3. But when he had ruled one year, and was fallen into a
distemper, he called for his sons, and set them round about
him, and said, ¢ O my sons, 1 am going the way of all the
eartil;-and I commend to you my resolution, and beseech you
not to be negligentin keeping it, but to be mindfal of the de-~
sires-of him that begat you, and i)rougbt you up, and to pre-
serve the customs of your country, and to recover your an:
cient form of govemment, which is in danger of rbemfhg:ir-

¥y

" turned, and not to be carried away with those that, ei

their own inclination,.or out of necessity, betray it, but to be-
comme such sons 2 -are worthy of me; to be above all force, -

1 and necessity,and so {0 dispose your souls, as -to be ready, .
hen it aball A ! ble

: be necessary, to die. for your laws, as sensi

of this by just reasoning, that if God see that you are so dis-
he will not overlook you,but will have a great value
your virtue, and. will restore to you again-what you have
ill return to you that,freedom in which you shall
live'-«quizllg,and joy-yourown customs: - Your bodies ave
mortal, and subject to fate, but they receive a sort of immeor-

wby the remembrance of what actions they have done
T would have you so in love with this immortality, that
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-youmay pursue after slory ;-and -that; when- you ‘have-wn-
de:gone e greatest difficulties, you may -not scruple. for
such things to lose your lives. ['exhort you especially to
agree one with another ; and in what excellence any one of
you exceeds another, to yield to him so far;and by that
means to reap the advantage of every one’sown virtues. Do
you then esteem Simon as your father, because he is-a-man
of extraordinary prudence, and be governed by him in what
counsels he gives you. Take Maccabeus for the general of
Yyour army, because of his courage and strength, tor he will
- avenge Xour nation, and will bring vengeance on your ene-
-mies, Admit among you the righteous and religious, and
. augment their power.’ .

4. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to his sons, and
had prayed to God to be their assistant, and to recover to the
people their former constitution, be died a little afterwards,
and was buried at Modin ; -all the people making great la-
mentation for him. Whereupou; his sen Judas took upan

" him the administration of public affairs, in the ope hundred
. forty and sixth year: and thus by the ready assistance of his
brethren, and of others; Judas cast their enemies out of bis
country, and put those of their own country to death who
had transgressed its laws, and. purified the land of all the

- pollutions that were in it.

em— -
CHAPTER VIIL.

HOW JUDAS OVERTHREW THE FORCES OF APOLLONIUS AND
SERON, AND ‘KILLED THE GENERALS OF THEFR ARMIES
THEMSELVES : AND HOW WHEN A LITTLE AFTERWARDS
LYSIAS AND GORGIAS WERE BEATEN, HE WENT UP TO JERU-
‘SALEM, AND PURIFIED. THE TEMPLE, -

1. Wrer Apollonius, the general of the Samaritan forces
heard this, he took his'army, and made haste to go against
Judas ; who met him, and joined battle with him, and beat
‘him, and slew many of his men, and-am em Apollonius
hinself, their general, whose sword being that which he haf-
-pened then to wear, he seized' , and kept for himself ;

ut lie wounded more than he ‘slew, and -took a'great: deal
of prey from the enemies’ camp,;and went his way.. But
when Seron, who was feneral of the army of Ceel ,heard

‘that many had joined themselves to Judas, and tza( he had

abouit himn an army sufficient for fighting;; and for making war
he determined to make an expedition against him, as think-
%2‘ btilcamel him to eﬁgeavonr to punish those that trans-
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gressed theking’s injunctions. He then got together an army,

* as large as he was able, and joined it to the runagate and
wicked Jews, and came against Judas. He came as far as
Bethoron, a village of Judea, and there pitched his camp ;
upon which Judas met him ; and when be intended to give

him battle, he saw that his soldiers were backward to fight, -

because their number was small, and because they wanted
food, for they were fasting, he encouraged them, and said to
them, that ¢ victo:iy and conquest of enemies is not derived
from the multitude in armies, but in the exercise of ‘piet

toward God; and that they had the plainest instances in their
forefathers, who by their righteousness, and exerting them-

selves on behalf of their own laws, and their own children,

had frequently conquered many ten thousands; for inno-
cence is the strongest army.” By this speech he induced
his men to contemn the multitude of the enemy, and to fall
upon Seron.  And upon joining battle with him, he beat the
glvl'nans; and when their general fell among the rest, they

ran away with speed, as thinking that to be their best -

way of escaping. So he pursued them unto the plain, and
slew about eight hundred of the enewy, but the rest escaped
to the region which lay near to the sea.

2. When king Antiochus heard of these things, he was
very angry at what had happeued : so he got together all his
own amr:gs, with many mercenaries whom he had hired from
the islands, and took them with him, and prepared to break
into Judea, about the beginriog of the spring. But when,
upon his mustering his soldiers, he perceived that his trea-
sures were deficient, and there was a want of money in them,
for all the taxes were not paid, by reason of the seditions
there had been among the nations, he having been so mag-
nanimous and so liberal, that what he had was not sutficient
for him, he therefore resolved first to go into Persia, and
collect the taxes of that country. Hereupon he left one,
whose name was Lysias, who was in great repute with him,
governor of the kingdom, as far as the bounds of Egygt, and
.of the Lower Asia, and ‘reaching from_the river Euphrates,
and committed to him a certain part of his forces, and of hig
elephants ; and charged him to bring up his son Antiochus
with all possible care, until he came back ; and that he should
conquer Judea, and take its inhabitants for slaves, and ut-
terly J’emsalem,and abolish the whole nation. And
when king Antiochus had given these things in charge to Ly-.
sias, he went into Persia : and in the one hundred and forty-
seventh year, he passed over Euphrates, and wentup to
superior provinces

\
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8. Upon which Lysias chose Ptolemy, the son of Dory-
wmenes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias, very potent men among
the king’s friends, and delivered to them forty thousand foot .
soldiers, and seven thousand horsemen, and sent them against
Judea, who came as far as the city Emmaus, and pitched their
camp in the Flain country. There came also to them aux-
iliaries out of Syria, and the country round about; as also
many of the runagate Jews. And besides these, came some
merchants to buy those that should be carried captives,
(having bonds with them to bind those that should be made
Prisoners,) with that silver and gold which they were to pay
or their price. And when Judas saw their camp, and how
numerous their enemies were, he persuaded his own soldiers
to be of good coura%e; and exhorted them to place their
hopes of victory in God, and to make supplication to him,
according to the custom of their country, clothed in sack-
cloth ; and toshow what was their usual habit of supplica-
tion in the greatest dangers, and thereby prevail with God
to grant you victory over your enemies So he sat them in
their ancient order of battle, used by their forefathers, under
their captains of thousands, and other officers; and dis-
missed such as were newly married, as well as those that
had newly gained possessions, that they might not fight in a
cowardly manner, out of an inordinate love of life, in order to
enjoy those blessings. When he had thus disposed his sol-
diers, he encouraged them to fight, by the following speech,
which he made to them: * O my fellow-soldiers, no other
time remains more opportune than the present for courage,
and contempt of danFen ; for if you now fight manfully, you
may recover your liberty, which as it isa thing of itself
agreeable to all men, so it proves to be to us much more de-
sirable, by its affording us the liberty of worshipping God.
Since, therefore, you are in such circumstances at present,
that you must either recover that liberty, and so in a
haps)y and blessed way of living, which is that according to
our laws, and the customs of our country, or submit to the
most opprobrious sufferings ; nor will any seed of your na-
tion remain, if you be beat in this battle. Fight, therefore,
maﬂfuﬂﬁ; and suppose that you must die though you do not
fight. But believe, that besides such glorious rewards as
those of the liberty of your country, of your laws, of your
religion, you shall then obtain everlasting glory. Prepare
yourselves, therefore, and put yourselves into such anagree-
able posture, that you may be ready to fight with the enemy,
as soon as it is day to-morrow mormning.”
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4, And this was the speech which Judas made to encour-~
age them. But when the enemy sent Gorgias, with five thou-
sand fogt,and one thousand horse, that he might fall upon
Judas fy #ight, and had for that pu certain of the run-
agate, Jews, as guides, the son of Mattathias perceived it,
and resolved to fall upon those enemies that were in the
camp, now their forces were divided. When they had, there-

- form, supped in good time, and had left many fires in their
camp, he .marched all night to those enemies that were at
Emtaus; so that when Gorgias found no enemy in theircamp,
but suspected that they were retired, and had hidden them-
-selves among the mountains, he resolved to go and seek them
wheresoever they were. But about break of day, Judas ap-

ared to those enemies that were at Emmaus, with on

ree thousand men, and those ill-armed, by reason of their
Foverty; and when he saw the enemy very well, and skil-
ully fortified in their camp, he encourged the Jews, and told
them, that “ they ought to fight, though it were with their
naked bodies, for that God had sometimes of old given men
such strength, and that against such as were more in num-
ber, and were armed also, out of regard to their great cour-
age,” So he commanded the trumpeters to sound for the
‘battle : and by thus falling upon the enemies when they did
ot expect it, and thereby astonishing and disturbing their
minds, he slew many of those that resisted him, and went on
pursuing the rest as far as Gadara, and the plains of Idumea,
and Ashdod and Jamnia : and of these there fell about three
thousand.  Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers not to be too
desirous of the spoils, for that still they must have a contest
and a battle with Gorgias, and the forces that were with him;
but that when they had once overcome them, then they might
securely plunder the camp, because they were the only ene-
mies remaining, and they expected no others. And just as
he was speaking to his soldiers, Gorgias’ men looked down
into that army. which they left in their camp, and saw that it
was. overthrown and their camp burut, for the smoke that
arose from it showed them, even when they were a great way
off, what had happened.: When, therefore, those that were
with Gorgias understood. that things were in this posture,
and perceived that those that were with Judas were ready to
fight them, they also were affrighted and put to flight ; but
then-Judas, as though e had already beaten Gorgias’ sol-
diers without ‘fighting, returned and “seized on the spoils.
Ee took agreat quantity of gold, and silver, and purple, and

ue, and then retu bon}c with joy, and singing bymns
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to "God for their good: ‘siiccess, for- this victory:greatly con-
tributed to the recovery of their diberty..
v 5, Hereupon- Lysias was eonfounded at the defeat of the
army which he had :sent, and the next year he got together
sixty thousand chosen men, He also took five thousand
horsemen, and fell- upon Judea ; and he went up to the bill .
country at Bethshur, a village of Judea, and pitched his camp
there, where. Judas met him with ten thousand men: and
when he saw (hmt number of his enemies, he prayed to "
God, that he -assist him, and joined battle with the
first of the enemy that appeared, and ‘beat them, and slew
about five thousand of them, and thereby becanie terrible to
the rest of them.. Nay, indeed, Lysias; observing the great

irit of the Jews, how they were preparedto die rather
than l?seﬂghtheu- liber A and “bei ;mgnidof btzeme&enw
way o ting, as it it were re N rest
of the army back with him, and retumed to Antioch, where
he listed foreigners into the service, and prepared to fall upon
Judea with a greater army. *

6. When, therefore, theseuenls'of the armies of Antiochus
had been beaten o often, Judas assembled the people toge.
ther; and told them, that *‘ afier these many victories which
God had given them, they ought to go up to Jerusalem, and
purify the temple, and offer the appointed sacrifices.” But
as soon as he, with the whole multitude, was come to Jerusa-
lem, and found -the temple -deserted, and its gates burnt
down, and plants ing in the temple of theirown accord,
on account of its desertion, he, and those that were with him,
began to lament, and were quite confonnded at the sight of
the temple ; so he chose out some of his:soldiers, and gave
them order to fight :ﬁainst those guards that were in the ci-
tadel, until be should bave punfied the temple. When,
therefore, he had carefully purged it, and had brought in new
vessels, the candlestick, the tahle d[of showbread,] and the
altar | of incense,] which were made of gold, he hung up the
vails at the gates, and added doors to them, He also took
down the altar {of burnt-offering,} and built a new one, of
stones that he gathered together, and not of such as were
bewn. with iron-tools. So'on the five and twentieth day of

the month Casleu, which the Macedanians call Apelleus, they
lighted the lamps that were on the candlestick, and offered
incense upon the altar [of incense,] and laid the loaves uporr
the table [of showbread;] and offered bumt-offerings upon
the new [of burnt-oferings.] Now.it so fell out, that
these things were done on the same day on which their
divine worship had fallen off, and was reduced to a profane
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and common use after three years’ time ; for so it was, that
the temple was made desolate by Antiochus, and so contin-
ued for three years. This desolation happened to the tem-

le in the hundred forty and fifth year, on the twenty-fifih

ay of the month Apelleus, and in the hundred fifty and third
Olympiad ; but it was dedicated anew, on the same day, and
twenty-fifth of the month Apelleus, in the hundred and for-
ty-eighth year, and in the hundred and fifty-fourth Olym-
piad. And this desolation came to pass according to the pro-
phecy of Daniel, which was dgiven four hundred and eight
years before ; for he declared, that the Macedonians would
dissolve that worship [for some time.]

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of
the sacrifices of the temple for eight days; and omitted no
sort of pleasure thereon : but he feasted them upon very rich

and splendid sacrifices ; and he honoured God, and delighted

them, by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad
at the revival of their customs, when, after a long time of
intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the freedom
of their worshir that they made it a law for their posterity,
that they shou d keep a festival on account of the restoration
of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that time
to this, we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. Isup-
pose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our hotﬁes
appeared to us; and that thence was the name given to that
festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city ;
and reared towers of great height against the incursions of
enemies ; and set guards therein. He also fortified the city
Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any dis-
tresses that might come from our enemies. -
. N Sm——

OHEAPTHR VIII.

HOW JUDAS SUBDUED THE NATIONS ROUND ABOUT ; AND HOW
SIMON BEAT THE PEOPLE OF TYRE AND PTOLEMAIS ; AND
HOW JUDAS OVERCAME TIMOTHEUS, AND FORCED HIM TO
FLY AWAY, AND DID MANY OTHER THINGS, AFTER JOSEPH

" AND AZARIAS HAD BEEN BEATEN.

1. WaER these things were over, the nations round about
the Jews were very uneasy at the revival of their power,
and rose up together, and destroyed many of thein, as gain-

ing advantage over them, by laying snares for them, and -

making secret conspiracies against them. Judas made pei-
petual expeditions against these men, and endeavoured to
restrain them from those incursions, and to prevent the mis-
ehiefs they did to the Jews. So he fell upon the kIdumeans,
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the posterity of Esau, at Acrabattene, and slew a great ma-
ny of them, and took their spoils. He also shut up the sons
of Bean, that laid wait for the Jews ; and he sat down about
them, and besieged them, and bumnt their towers, and de-
stroyed the men [that were in them.] After this he went
thence in haste against the Ammonites, who had a great and
a numerous army ; of which Timotheus was the commander.
And when he had subdued them, he seized on the city Jazer,
and took their wives and their children captives, and burnt
the city, and then returned into Judea. But when the neigh-
bouring nations understood that he was returned, they got to-
gether in great numbers in the land of Gilead, and came
against those Jews that were at their borders, who then fled
to the garrison of Dametha ; and sent to Judas to inform him,
that Timotheus was endeavouring to take the place whither
they had fled. And as these epistles were reading, there came
other messengers out of Galilee, who intormed him, that the
inhabitants of Ptolemais, and of Tyre, and Sidon, and stran-
gers of Galilee, were gotten together.

2. Accordingly, Judas. upon considering what was fit to
be done, with relation to the necessity both these cases re-
quired, gave order that Simon his brother should take three
thousand chosen men, and go to the assistance of the Jews in
(zalilee, while he, and another of his brothers, Jonathan, made
haste into the land of Gilead with eight thousand soldiers.
And he left Joseﬁe, the son of Zacharias, and Azarius, to be
over the rest of the forces ; and charged them to keep Judea
very carefully, and to fight no battles with any persons
whomsoever, until his return. Accordingly, Simon went into
Galilee, and fought the enemy, and put them to' flight, and
pursued them to the very gates of Ptolemais, and slew about
three thousand of them ; and took the spoils of those that
were slain, and those Jews whom they had made captives,
with their bag‘ga%e : and then returned home.

3. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brother Jona-
than, they passed over the river Jordan; and when they
had gone three days’ journey, they light upon the Nabate-
ans, who came to meet them geaceably, and who told them
how the affairs of those in the land of Gilead stood ; and
how many of them were in distress, and driven into garri-
sons, and into the cities of Galilee: and exhorted him to
make haste and go against the foreigners, and to endeavour
to save his own countrymen out of their hands. To this ex-
hortation Judas hearkened, and retyroed into the wilderness,
-and, in the first place, fell upon the inhabitants of Bosor,
and took the city, and beat the inhabitants, and destroyed
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all the males; und all that were able to fight,-and bumt the
city. Noridiiihe stop even when night .came on, but he

adilift o "ﬁmuon where themea;:g:nedto

‘up, and where Timotheus lay round the place
, and Judas came upon the city in the morn-
8 & abot e wall, and that someof 12em brought Saders,
S U the walls, t some of m t ladders,
on'which they might get upon those walls, and that others
b t engines [to batter them,] he bid the trumpeter to
his trumpet, and he encoul his soldiers cheerfully
to undergo dangers for the sake of their brethren and kin-
dred : he also parted bis army into _three bodies, and fell
upon the backs of their enemies. But when Timotheus’
men perceived that it was Maccabeus that was upon them,
of both whose courage and good success in war they had for-
merly had sufficient experience, they were put to flight ; but
Judas followed them with his army, and slew about eight

thousand of them. He then turned aside to a city of the
foreigners called Malle, and took it, and slew all the males, -
and burnt the city itself. He then removed from thence, and
overthrew Caspeom, and Bosor, and many other cities of the

land of @ilead.

' 4. Bat:not long after this, Timotheus prepared a great
army, and took many others as auxiliaries ; and induced some
of the Arabians, by the promise of rewards, to go with him
in this expedition, and came with his army beyond th¢
brook, over against the city Raphon: and he encouraﬁged‘
his soldiers, it it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight
courageously, and to hinder their passing over the brook ;
for he said to them beforeband, that * if they come over it
we shall be beaten.” And when Judas heard that Timo-
theus prepared himself to fight, he took all his- own army,
and went in haste against Timotheus his enemy ; and when
he had fpaszsed over the brook; he fell upon his enemies, and
some of them met him whom he slew, and others of them he

- 50 terrified, that he compelled them to throw down their
arms and fly ; and some of them escaped, but some of them
fled to what was called the temple at Carnaim, and hoped
thereby to preserve themselves; but Judas took the city
and slew them, and burnt the temple,and so used seve
ways of destroying his enemies.

5. When he h:ﬁdone this, he gathered the Jews tg:tlher,
with their children and wives; and the substance be-
longed to them, and was going to bring them back into Ju-
dea : but as soon as he was- come to a certain city, whose
Bame was Ephron, that lay upon the road, (and as it was nd
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possible for him to Eo any other way, sn he was not willing
to go back again,) he then sent to the inhabitants, and de.
sired that they would open their gates, and permit them to
go on their way through the city, for they had stopped up
the gates with stones, and cut off their passage through it.
And when the inhabitants of Ephron would not agree to this
Pproposal, he encouraged those that were with him, and en-
compassed the city round, and besieged it, and lying round
it by day and by night, took the city, and slew evemale
in it, ang burnt it all down, and so obtained a way through
it ; and the multitude of those that were slain was so great,
' that they went over the dead bodies. So they came over
Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, over against which
is situate the ciky Bethshan, which is called by the Greeks
Scythopolis.* And’ going away hastily from thence, they
came into Judea, singing psalms and hymns as they went,
and indulging such tokens of mirth as are usual in triumphs
upon victory. They also offered thank-oﬁ'erilzgs, both for
their good success, and for the preservation of their army,
for not obe of the Jews was slain in these battles,} '

6. But as to Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and Azarias,
whom Judas left generals [of the rest of the forces,] at the
same time when Simon was in Galilee, fighting against the
people of Ptolemais, and Judas himself, and his brother Jo.
nathan, were in the land of Gilead, did these men also affect
the glory of 'being courageous generals in war, in order
whereto they took the army that was under their command,
and came to Jamnia. There Georgias, the general of the .
forces of Jamnia, met him ; and upon joining battte with him
they lost two thousand of their army, fled away, and
Wwere pursued to the very borders of Judea.} And this mis-

* The reason why Bethshan was called Scythopolis, is well known
.from Herodotus, B. i. p- 105, and Syncellus, p. 20?,” that the Scythians,
when they overran Asia, in the days of Josiah, seized on this city, and
kept it as long as they continued in Asia, from which time it retained
the name of Scythopolis, or the city of the Slcuythia.n&

+ This most providential preservation of all the religious Jews in this
expedition, which was according to the will bf God, 1s observable often
among God’s people, the Jews; and sqmewhat very like it in the chan-
gesof the four monarchies, which were also providential. See Prideaux,
at the years 331, 333, 334.

$ Hereis another great instance of Providence, that when, even at
the very time that Simon, and Judas, and Jonathan, were so miracu-
lously ﬂ:ned, and blessed in the just defence of their laws apd reli .
810n, these other generals of the Jews, who went to fight for hotour, in
mng}l‘ori‘ou; my’d and '«iiml?m a'l:y commission from Geod, or the

1ty be bad raised up to deliver them, were miserabl disappointed
and defeated. See 1 Mgccab. v.61, 62.m' i
Vor INI 5
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. that were in it, and returned to Judea.

CHAPTHR IX.

CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, HOW AN-
TIOCHUS EUPATOR FOUGHT AGAINST JUDAS, AND BESIEGED
HIM IN THE TEMPLE, AND AFTERWARDS MADE PEACE WITH
HIM, AND DEPARTED. OF ALCIMUS AND ONIAS,

1. Asovur this time it was that king Antiochus, as he was
- going over the upper countries, heard that there was a ve
. rich city in Persia, called Elymais ; and therein a very rich
~temple of Diana, and that it was full of all sorts of donations
.dedicated to it ; as also weapons and breastplates, which,
upon inquiry, he found had been left there by Alexander,
. the son of P! iliﬁ, king of Macedonia. And being incited by
these motives, he went in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it,
-and besieged it. But as those that were-in it were not ter-
rified at his assault, nor at his siege, but opposed him very
courageousl&,) he was beaten with stripes; for they drove
~him away irom the city, and went out and pursued after
him, insomuch that he away as far as Babylon, and lost
“a great man? of his army.  And when he was grieving for
this disappointment, sonie persons told him of d%: defeat of
his commanders, whem he bad left behind him to fight against
- Judea, and what strength the Jews had already gotten : when
this con¢em about these affairs was added to the former, he
was confounded, and, by the anxiety he was in, fell into a
distemper, whicin,' as it [asted a great while, and as his sains
* increased upon him, be at le perceived be should die
. in a little time ; so -be called his friends to him, and told
them, that his distesnper was sévere upon him ; and con-
fessed withal, that this calamity was sent upan him for the
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wmiseries he had brought the Jewish nation, while he

lundered their temple, and contemned their God ; and when
ge had said this, be gave up the ghost. Whence one may
wonder at Polybius of Megalopolis, who though otherwise a
‘good man, yet saith, that ** Antiochus died because he had -
a purpose to plunder the temple of Diana in Persia ;” for
the purposing to do a thing, but not actually doing it, is not
worthy of punishment.* But if Polybius could think that An»
tiochus thus. lost his life on that account, it is much more
probable that.this king died on account of his sacrilegious -
plundering of the temple at Jerusalem. But we will nof con-
tend about this matter with.those who may think, that the
cause assigned by-this Polybius of Megalopolis is nearer the
truth than that assigned by us.

2. However, Antiochus, before he died, called for Philip;
~ who was one of his companions, and made him the guardian

of his kingdom ; and gave him his diadem, and bis ent;
and his ring, and charged him to carry them, and deliver
them to his son Antfochus ; and desired bim to take care of
his education, and to preserve the kingdom for him.} This *
Antiochus died in the hundred forty and ninth year: but it
was Lysias that declared his death to the multitude, and ap-
E:inted his son Antiochus to be king, (of whom at present

d the care,) and called him Eupator.

3. At this time it was that the garrison in'the citadel at Je+
rusalem, with the Jewish runagates, did a great deal of harm
to the Jews ; for the soldiers that were in {hat garrison rushed

-out upon the sudden, and destroyed such as were going;,
to the temple in order to offer their sacrifices, fog thig ;citadugl
adjoined to, and overlooked the femple. When these migy
fortunes had often happened to them, Judas resolved to de:
stroy that garrison ; whereupon he got all the people toge-
ther, and vigorously besieged those that were in the citadel.
This was in the hundred and fiftieth year of the dominion of
the Seleucide. So he made engines of war, and erected bul-

# Since St. Paul, a Pharisee, confesses, that he had not known concy-
'Piucence or desires, to be sinful, had not the tenth commandment said,

hou shalt not covet, Rom. vii 7, the case seems to have been much
the same with our Josephus, who was of the same sect, that he had not
a deep sense of the greatness of any sins that proceeded no farther than
the intention. However, since Joscphus speaks here properly of the'
punishment of death, which. is not inflicted by any law, either.of. Gad
or man, for bare intention, his words need not be strained,to meany
that sins i ded, but not d, were no sins at all. :

+ No wonder that Josephus here describes Antiochus Eupator, as
young, and wanting tuition. when he came to the crown, since Appiag
informs us, Synac. p. 177, that he was then but nine years old.
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warks, and very Zealously fpressed on to take the citade}:
but there were not a few of the runagates who were in the
place, that went out by night into the country, and got toge-
ther some other wicked men like themselves, and went to

_ Antiochus the king, and desired of him, that * he would not
suffer them to be neglected, under the great hardships that
lay upon them from those of their own_nation, and this be-
cauge their suﬂ'erinﬁs were occasioned on his father’s ac-
count, while they left the religious worship of their fathers,
and preferred that which he had commanded them to follow :
that there was danger lest the citadel and those that were ap-
pointed to garrison it by the king, should be taken by Judas,
and those that were with him, unless he would send them
succours.” When Antiochus, who was but a child, heard
this, he was angry, and sent for his captains, and his (zriends,
and gave order, that they should get an army of mercenaries
tugeﬁ:aer, with such men also of his own kingdom as were of
an age fit for war. 'Accordin%ly, an army was collected of
about one hundred thousand footmen, and twenty thousand
horsemen, and thirty-two elephants.

4. So the king took this army, and marched hastily out of
Antioch, with Lysias, who had the command of the whole,
and came to Idumea, and thence went up to the city Bethsu-

ra, a city that was stroni, and not to be taken without great
dilﬁculty, he sat about this city and.besieged it. And while
the inhabitants of Bethsura courageously opposed him, and
sallied out upon him, and burnt his engines of war, a great
deal of time was spent in the siege. But when Judas beard
of the king’s coming, he raised the siege of the citadel, and
met the king, and pitched his camp in certain straits, at a
lace called Bethzachariah, at the distance of seventy fur-

. from the enemy ; but the king soon drew his forces
_from Bethsura, and brought them to those straits. And as
soon as it was day, he put his men in battle array, and made
his elephants follow one another through the narrow passes,
because they could not be set sideways by one another. Now
yound about every elephant there were a thousand footmen,
and five hundred horsemen. The elephants also had high

. towers [upon their backs,] and archers [in them.] Andlie
also made the rest of his army to go up the mountains, and
put his friends before the rest : an i:ve orders for the army
to shout aloud, and so he attacked the enemy. He also ex-
'posed to sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a glo-
rious splendour was sent from them ; and when they shout-
ed, the mountains echoed again. When Judas saw this, he

‘, was not terrified, but received the enemy with great courage
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~and slew about six hundred of the first ranks. But when
. his brother Eleazer, whom they called Auran, saw the tallest
of all the elcphants armed with royal breastplates, and sup-
posed that the king was upon him, he attacked him with great
quickness and bravery. He also slew many of those that
were about the elei)hant, and scattered the rest, and then
went under the belly of the elephant, and smote him, and
slew him ; so the elephant fell upon Eleazer, and by his
weight crushed him to death. And thus did this man come
to his end, when he bad first courageously destroyed many
of his enemies. . -

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of the enemy, retired to
Jerusalem, and prepared to endure a siege. As for Antio-
chus, he sent a part of his army to Bethsura to besiege.it,
and with the rest of his army he came against Jerusalem ;

but the inbabitants of Bethsura were terrified at his strength;

and seeing that their provisions grew scarce, they delivere
themselves up on the security of oaths that they should suf-

fer no hard treatment from the king. And when Antiochus.

had thus taken the city, he did them no other harm than send-
ing them out naked. He also placed a garrison of his own
in the city : but as for the temple of Jerusalem, he I?at its
siege a long tie, while they within bravely defended it, for
what engines soever the king set aﬁainst them, they set other
engines again to op them. But then their provisions
failed them ; what fruits of the ground they had laid up were
spent, and the land being not ploughed that year, continued
unsowed, because it was the seventh year, in which, by our
laws, we are obliged to let it lie uncultivated. And withal, so
many of the besieged ran away for want of necessities, that
but a few only were left in the temple.

6. And these haEpened to be the circumstances of such as-

were besieged in the temple. But then, becawse Lysias, the

eneral of the army, and Antiochus the king, were informed,
that Philip was coming upcn them out of Petsia ; and was
endeavouring to get the management of public affairs to him-

self, they came into these sentiments, to leave the sie%c, and -
v

to make haste to go against Philip ; yet did they resol
~ to let this be kno;gvn at‘i)athe soldn%rs, or to the officers :. but

the king commanded Lysias to speak openly to the soldiers, -

and the officers, without saying a word about the business of

Philip, and to intimate to them, that the siege would be ye

lon;gi; that the place was very strong ; that they were al-

ready in want of provisions ; that many-affairs of the king.

dom wanted regulation ; and that it was much better to make

a l%aguelﬁith'the besieged, imd to become friends to their
OL. i1k, b ‘ .

e not -



whole nation, by permitting them to observe thé laws of their
fathers, while they broke out into this war only because they
were deprived of them, and so to depart hbome. When Ly-
sias bad discoursed thus to them, both the army and the oé—
cers were pleased with this resolution. .
7. Accordingly, the king sent to Judas, and to those that
- were besieged with them, and promised to give them peace,
and permit them to make use of, and live acccording to the
laws of their fathers. And they gladly received bis propo--
sals : and when they had gained security upon oath for their
performance, they went out of thé temple. But when An--
tiochus came into it, and saw how strong the place was, he
broke his oaths, and ordered his army that was there to pluck
down the walls to the imund; and when he had so done, he
returned to Antioch: he also carried with him Onias the
_ mgn-priest, who was also called Menelaus ; for Lysias ad-
wnised the king to slay Menelaus, if he would have the Jews
be quiet, and cause him no further disturbance, for that this
man was the origin of all the mischief the Jews had dore
them, by persuading his father to compel the Jews to leave
the religion of their fathers : So the king sent Menelaus to
" Berea, a city of Syria, and there had him put to death, when -
be had been high-priest ten years. He had heen a wicked
and an impious man: and, in order to get the government to
. himself, bad .compelled his nation to transgress their own
laws. Afier the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, who was called
Jacimus, was made high-priest. But when king Antiochus
found that Philip had already possessed himself of the govern-
went, be made war aﬁmst him, and subdued him, and took
bim, and slew him. Now as to Onias, the son of the high-
riest, who, as we before informed you, was left a child when -
is father died, when he saw that the king had slain his uncle
Menelaus, and given the high-priesthvod to Alcimus, who
was not of the bigh-priest stock, but as induced by Lysias to
translate that dliqity from this family to another house, he:
fled to Ptolemy, king of !;,sp , and when he found be was in
great esteem with hita, and with his wife Cleopatra, he de-.
sired and obtained a place in the Nomus of He! mgqhs,,
wherein he built a temple like to that at Jerusalem : of which
therefore, weshall hereafter give an account in 2 place morer
proper for it. '



OF THE JEWS. 55
CHAPTER X.

ROW BACCHIDES, THE GENERAL OF DEMETRIUS’ ARMY, MADE
AN EXPEDITION AGAINST JUDEA, AND RETURNED WITHOUT

SUCCESS ; AND HOW NICANOR WAS SENT A LITTLE AFTER- -

WARDS AGAINST JUDAS, AND PERISHED, TOGETHER WITH
HIS ARMY ; AS ALSO CONCERNING THE DEATH OF ALCIMUS,
AND THE SUCCESSION OF JUDAS.

1. Asour the same time, Demetrius, the son of Seleucus,
fled away from Rome, and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and -
set the diadem on his own head. He also gathered certain
" mercenary soldiers together, and entered into his own king-
dom, and was joyfully received by all who delivered them-
selves up to him. And when they had taken Antiochus the
king, and Lysias, they brought them to him alive ; both
which were immediately put to death hy the command of
Demetrius, when Antiochus had reigned two years, as we
have alrea&y elsewhere related. But there were now many
of the wicked Jewish ates that came together to him,
and with them, Alcimus, tEe high-priest, who accused the
whole nation, and particularly Judas and his brethren ; and-
said, that * they had slain all his friends ; 'and that those in
his kingdom that were of his party, and waited for his re-
turn, were by them put todeath ; that these men had ejected
them out of their own country, and caused them to be so-
Jjourners in a foreign land, and they desired that he would

some one of his friends, and know from him, what mis-
chief Judas’ party had done.” s

2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent Bacchides,
a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, a good man,” and one that
had been intrusted with all Mesopotamia, and gave him an
army, and committed Alcimus, the highi-priest, to his care ;
and gave him charge to slay Judas, and tl‘;ose that were with
him. So Bacchides made haste, and went out of Antioch
with his a::? : and when he was come into Judea, he sent
to Judas his' brethren, to discourse with him about a
league of friendship and peace, for he had a mind to take
him by treachery : bat Judas did not give credit to him, for
he saw that he came with so great an army as men do not
bring when they come .to make peace, but to make war. -

# It is no way probabie that Josephus would call Bacchides, that bit-
ter and bloody enemy of the Jews, as our present copées have it, & man
or kind and gentle. What the author of the first book ef Maeca~
whom J here follows, instead of that character, says of
him, is, that ke was a great man in the kingdom, and faithful to the
king ; which was very probably Josephus’ meaning alsos :

Y
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However, some of the people acquiesced in what Bacchides

caused to be proclaimed ; and supKosing they should un-
rgo no ‘considerable harm from Alcimus, who was their
countryman, they went over to them ; and when they had
received oaths from both of them, that neither they them-
selves, nor those of the same sentiments, should come to any
harm, they intrusted themselves with them ; but Bacchides
troubled not himself about the oaths he had taken, and slew
three score of them, although by not keeping his faith with
those that first went over, he.deterred all the rest, who had
intentions to fo over to him, from doing it. But as he was
gone out of Jerusalem, and was at the village called Beth-
zetho, he sent out and caught many of the deserters, and
-some of the people also, and slew them all ; and enjoined all
that lived in the country to submit to Alcimus. - So he left
him there with some part of the army,that he might have
wherewith to keep the country in obedience, and returned
to Antioch to king Demetrius. .
3. But Alcimus was desirous to have the dominion more
firmly assured to him : and understanding that if he could
bring it about that the multitude should be his friends, he
should govern with greater securit}y, he spake kind words to
them all, and discoursed to each of them after an agreeable
and pleasant manner, by which means he quickly had a great
body of men and an army about him, although the greater
part of them were of the wicked, and the deserters. = With
these, whom he used as his servants and soldiers,.he went
over all the country,and slew all that he could find of Ju-
das’ party. But when Judas saw that Alcimus was already
become great, and had destroyed many of the good and holy
men of the country, he also went all over the country, an
destroyed those that were of the other’s party. But when
Alcimus saw that he was not able to oppuse Judas, nor was
equal to him in strength, he resolved to apply himself to ki
Demgtrius for his assistance ; so he came to Antioch, an
irritated him against Judas,and accused him, alleging that
he had uﬁde?one a great many wiseries by his medns, and
that he would do more mischief, unless he were prevented,
and brought to punishment, which must be done by sending-
a powerful force against him. . .
4, So Dentetrius being alree;gy of opinion that it would be
a thing pernicious to his own affairs to overlook Judas, now

" he was becominF so great, sent against him Nicanor, the most
t faithful of all his friends; for he it was who. .

kind and mos
fled away with him from the city of Rome. He also gave
bim as many forces as he thought sufficient for him to eon-

‘

|
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uer Judas withal, and bid him not to spare the nation at all.
%Vben Nicanor was come to Jerusalem, he did not resolve to
fight Judas immediately, but judged it better to get him into
his power by treachery ; so he sent him a message of peace,
and said, * There was no manner of necessity for them to
fight and hazard themselves ; and that he would give him
his oath that he would do him no harm, for that he only came
with some friends, in order to let him know what king De-
metrius’ inteations were, and what opinion he had of their
nation.” When Nicanor had delivered this message, Judas
and his brethren complied with him, and suspecting no de-
ceit, they gave him assurances of friendship, and received
Nicanor and his army ; but while he was saluting Judas, and
they were talking together, he have a certain signal to his
own soldiers, upon which they were to seize upon Judas ;
but he perceived the treachery,and ran back to his own
soldiers, and fled away with them. So upon this discovery
of his purpose, and of the snares laid for Judas, Nicanor de-
termined to make open war with him, and gathered his army
together, and prepared for fighting him ; and upon joining
battle with him at a certain village called Capharsalama, he
beat Judas, and forced him to fly to that citadel which was
at Jerusalem.*

5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel unto the
temple, some of the priests and elders met him, and saluted
him ; and showed him the sacrifices which they said they of-
fered to God for their king: upon which he blasphemed ;
and_threatened them, that unless the people would deliver
up Judas to him, upon his return, he would pull down their
temple. And when he had thus threatened them, he departed
from Jerusalem : but the priests fell into tears out of giief
of what he had said ; and besought God to deliver them [rom

- their enemies. But now for Nicanor, when he was gone ont

of Jerusalem, and was at a certain village called Bethorou,
he there pitched his camp, another army out of Syria having
joined him. And Judas pitched his camp at Adasa, aflother
village, which was thirty furlongs distant from Bethoron,
having no more than one thousand soldiers. And when he
had encouraged them not to to be dismayed at the multitude

* Josephus’ copies must have been eorrulrmd when they here give
victory to Nicanor, contrary to the words following, which imply, that
he who was beaten fled into the citadel, which for certain belonged to
the city of David, or to Mount Zion, and was in the possession of Nica-
nor’s garrison, and not of Judas’: as also it is contrary to the express
words of Josephus original anthor, 1 Maccab. vii. 32, who says, that
Nicanor lost about 5000 men, and fled to the city of David. .
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of their enemies, norto regard how many there were against
whom they were going to fight, but to consider who they
themselves were, and for what great rewards they hazarded
themselves, and to attack the enemy. coumﬂeously, he Ied
them oyt to fight, and joining battle with Nicanor, which
proved to be a severe one, he overcame the enemy, and
slew many of them ; and at last Nicanor himself, as he was
fighting g{orious Jfell.  Upon whose fall, the army did not
stay, but when they had lost their general, they were put to
ﬂi&t and threw down their arms ; Judas also gursued them,
and slew them ; and gave notice by the sound of the trum-
pets to the neighbouring villages, that he had conquered the
- enemy ; which, when the inhabitants heard, they put on their
armour hastily, and met their enemies in the face, as they
were running away and slew them, insomuch that not one of
them escaped out of this battle, and were in number nine
thousand.  This victor’z happened to fall on the thirteenth
day of that month, which by the Jews is called Adar, and by
the Macedonians, Dystrus : and the Jews thereon celebrate
this victory every year,and esteem it as a festival day. Af-
ter which the Jewish nation were, for a while, free from
wars, and enjoyed ?eace ; but afterwards they returned into
their former state of wars and hazards.

. 6. But now, as the high-priest Alcimus was resolving to
pull down the wall of the sanctuary, which had been there
of old time, and had been built by the holy prophets, he
was smitten suddenly by God, and fell down.* This stroke
made him fall down speechless upon the ground ; and under-

oing torments for many days, he at length died, when he

ad been high-priest four years. And when he was dead, the
people bestowed the high-priesthood onJudas : who heari
_of the power of the Romans, and that they had conquere
in war, Galatia, and Iberia, and Carthige, and Libya ; and
that besides these, they had subdued Greece,and their kings,
Perseus, and Phiiip, and Antiochus the Great also, he re-
solved to enter into a league of friendship with them.t He,

* This account of the miserable death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the
wicked ;high-priest, (the first that was not of the family of the high-
priests, and made by a vile heathen, Lysias,) before the death of Judas,
and of Judas’ succession to him as high-priest, both here, and at the
conclusion of this book, directly contradicts 1 Maccab. ix. 54—57,
whichplaces his death after the death of Judas, and says not a syllable
of the high-priesthood of Judas.

¢ How well the Roman histeries agres to this. account of the cen-
quests and powerful condition of the Romans at this time, see the notes
5a Havercamp's edition ; only, that the number of the senators of Ramo
was then just 320, is, 1 think, only known from 3 Maecab. viii, 15,




therefore, sent 10 Rome some of his‘friends;, Eugehmus,lhe
son of John, and Jason the sen of Eleazer, and by them de-
sired the Romans that they would assist them, and be their
friends, and would write to Demetrius that he would not fight
against the Jews. So the senate received the ambassadors
that came from Judas to Rome, and discoursed with them
about the errand on which they came, and then granted them
a league of assistance. They also made a decree concerning
it, and sent a copy of it into Judea. It was also laid up in
the caPilol; and engraven in brass. The decree itself was
this : * The decree of the senate concerning a league of as-
sistance and friendship with the nation of the Jews, It shall
not be lawful for any that are subject to the Romans to make
war with the nation of the Jews, nor to assist those that do so,
either by sending them corn, or ships, or money ; and if any
attack be made upon the Jews, the Romans shall assist them
as far as they are able; and again, if any attack be made upon
the Romans, the Jews shall assist them. And if the Jews
have a mind to add to, or take away any thing from this
league of assistance, that shall be done with the common con-
sent of the Romans. And whatsoever addition shall be thus
made it shall be of force.” This decree was written by Eu-
polemus, the son of John, and by Jason, the son of Eleazer,
when Judas: was high-priest of the nation, and Simon bis
brother was general of the army.* And this was the first
league that the Romans made with the Jews, and was man-
aged after this manner.
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CHAPTEHR XI.

THAT BAGCHIDES WAS S8ENT OUT AGAINST JUDAS 3 AND HOW
JUDAS FELL AS HE WAS COURAGEOUSLY FIGHTING.

1. But when Demetrius was informed of the death of Nica-
nor, and of the destruction of the army that was with him, he
sent Bacchides again with an anny into Judea, who marched
out of Antioch, and came into Judea, and pitched his camp
atArebela, a city of Galilee ; and having besieged and taken
those that were in eaves, (for many of the people had fled into
such places) he removed, and made all the haste he could to

* This subscription is wanting, } Maccab. viii. 17, 29, and must be
- the words of Josephus, who, by mistake, thought, as we have just now
soen, that Judas was at this time bigh-priest, and ingly then reck-
- oned his brother Jonathan to be then general of the army, which yet he
seems not to bave been till after the death of Judas, .
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Jerusalem. And when he had learned that Judashad pitchéd
his camp at a certain village whose name was Bethzetho, he
led his army against him : they were twenty thousand foot-
nen, and two thousand horsemen. Now Judas had no more
soldiers than one thousand.* When these saw the multitude
of Bacchides’ men, they were afraid, and left their camp,
and fled all awa&r excepting eiﬁht hundred. Now when Ju-
das was deserte i)y his own soldiers, and the enemy pressed
upon him, and gave him no time to gather his army toge-
ther, he was disposed to fith with Bacchides’ army, though
he had but eight hundred men with him ; so he exhorted
these men to undergo the danger courageously, and encour-
aged them to attack the enemy. And when they said the
were not a body sufficient to fight so Ereat an army, and ad-
vised that they should retire now, and save themselves, and
that when he had gathered his‘own men together, then he
should fall upon the enemy afterwards, his answer was this :
¢ Let not the sun ever see such a thing that I should show
iy back to the enemy ; and although this be the time_that
will bring me to my end, and I must die in this battle, I will
rather stand to it courageously, and beat whatsoever comes
upon me, than by now running away, bring repmach upon my
.former great actions, or tarnish their glory.” This was the -
speech he ‘made to those that remained with him, whereby
he encouraged them to attack the enemy. )
2. But Bacchides drew his arm%out of their camp, and
gut them in array for the battle. He set the horsemen on
oth the wings, and the light soldiers and the archers he
placed before the whole army, but he was himself on the
right wing. And when he had thus put his army in order of
battle, and was going to join battle with the enemy, he com-
. manded the trumpeter to give a signal of battle, and the ar-
my to make a shout, and to fall on the enemy. And when
Judas had done the same, he joined battle with them ; and
as both sides fought valiantl{, and the battle continued till
sunset, Judas saw that Bacchides, and the strongest part of
the army, was in the right wing, and thereupon took the most
courageous men with him,and ran upon that partof the army,
and fell upon those that were there, and broke their ranks,
and drove them into the middle, and forced them to run
away, and pursued them as far as to a mountain called Asa:

# That this.copy of Josephus, as he wrote it, had here not 1000, but
3000, with 1 Macc. ix. 5, is - very plain, because, though the main part
ran away at first even in Josephus, as well as in 1 Macc. ix. 6, yet, as |
there, s0 here 800 are said to have remained with Judas, which would
be absurd, if the whole. number had been no more than 1000. S
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but when those of the left wing saw that the righ
put toflight, they encompassed Judas, and purs
came behind him, and took him into the middle
so not being able to fly, but encompassed

o
enemies, he stood still, and he and those that were with him

fought : and when he had slain a great many of those that
c‘:ﬁe against, him, he at last was bagg;elfm:onznded, and fell,
and gave up the ghost, and died in a way like to his former
famous actions. When Judas was dead, t that were with
him had no one whom they could regard [as their command-
er;] but when they saw themselves deprived of such a ge-
neral, they fled. But Simon, and Jonathan, Judas’ brethren,
received his dead body by a treaty from the enemy, and car-
ried it to the village of Modin, wheére their father had been
buried, and there buried him ; while the multitude lamented
him many days, and performed the usual solemn rites of a
funeral to him. And this was the end that Judas came to.
He had been a man of valour, and a great warrior, and mind-
ful of the commands of their father Mattathias ; and had un-
dergone all difficulties, both in doing and suffering, for the
libert{ of hiscountrymen. And when his character was so
excellent [while he was alive,] he left behind him a glorious
reputation and memorial, by gaining freedom for his nation,
and delivering them from slavery under the Macedonians.
ﬁ;l%i:dhen be had retained the high-priesthood three years,

, Y Ven ML . 6

.
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ANTIQUITIES OF THER JIWE.
"BOOK XIIL' .
" {CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 82 YEARS.

‘{Prom the death of Judas Maccabeus tothe death of Queen Alexandra.]
o

UERAPTER I.

. 'MOW JONATHAN TOOK THE GOVERNMENT AFTER HIS BROTHER
- JUDAS: AND HOW HE, TOGETHER WITH HIS BROTHER SI-
' MON, WAGED WAR AGAINST BACCHIDES.

'1. By what means the nation of the Jews recovered their
freedom when they had been brought into slavery by the
Macedonians, and what struggles, and how great battles Ju-
das, the general of their army, ran through, titl he was slain,
as be was ﬁﬁhli for them, hath been mlatec}(in the forego-
ing book. But after he was dead, all the wicked, and those
that transgressed the laws of their forefathers, sprang up
‘again in Judea, and grew upon them, and distressed them on
every side. A famine also assisted their wickedness, and
afflicted the country, till, not a few, who, by reason of their
want of necessaries, and because they were not able to bear
'up against the miseries that both the famine and their ene-
mies brought upon them, deserted their country, and went to
the Macedonians. And now Bacchides gathered those Jews
together who had apostatized from the accustomed way of
.living of their forefathers, and chose to live like their neigh-~
bours, and committed the care of the country to them ; who
also cauﬁht the friends-of Judas, and those of his party, and
delivered them up to Bacchides, who, when he bad'in the
first ug)lace, tortured and tormented them at his pleasure, he
. by that means, at length, killed them. And when this ca-

lamity of the Jews had become so great, as they never had
experience of the like, since their return out of Babylon,
those that remained of the companions of Judas, seeing that
the nation was ready to be destroyed after a miserable man-
ner, came to his brother Jonathan, and desired him that he
would imitate{ohis In'otlxerlme lﬂ;eand that care f'n':e”('i bﬁtO]Ok of hi;
countrymen, for w rty in genera ied also ; an
thlthe_wo:fdnotpemitlhenaﬁonto be without a governor
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brother, and those that wase'with bim, retired to 2,
a village that lay in the wilde out of his fear of Bac-
~chides. He also built towérs in #t,#nd encompassed it with
walls, and took care that it shotild be safely guarded. Upon
the hearing of which, Bacchides led his own army along with -
" him, and besides took the Jewish auxiliaries, and came against
Jonathan, and made an assault upon his fortifications, and be-
sieged him many days ; but Jonathan did not. abate of his
courage at lythe zeal dBal:gchide:d shomzd hien‘etaehsi s tl‘)ut
coaregeously opposed bim: and while is brother
Simon in the citpy to fight with Bacchides, be went privately
out imself into the country, and got a great bod¥ of men

t jer of his own party, and fell upon Bacchides’ camp in
- the Migbt-time, and destroyed a great many of them. His

brother Simon knew also of this his falling upon them, be-
cause he perceived that the enemies were slain by him, se
he sallied out upon them, and burnt the engines which {he
Macedonians used, and made a great slaughter of theip. And
when Bacchides saw himself encompassed with enemies, and
some of them before, and some bebind him, he fell into de-
spair, and trouble of mind, as confounded at the unexpected
il success of this siege. However, he vented his displeasure
at these nisfortunes upon those deserters, who sent for him
- from the king, as having deluded him. So he had.a mind to

- finish the siege after a decent manner, if it were possible for
him %o to do, and then to return home. - .

6. When Jonathan understood these his intentions, he sent
ambassadors to him about a league of friendship and mutual
assistance, and that they might restore those they had taken
captives on both sides. ~ So Bacchides thought this a preity
decent way of retiring home, and made a league of friendship
with.Jonathan, when they sware that they would not any
mote make war one na‘fmnst another. Accordingly, he re-
stored the captives, and took his own men with him, and re-
turned to the king of - Antioch ; and after shis his departure.
he never came into Judea again. Thei Jonathan take
the opporturity of this quiet state of things, and went and
lived in the city of Michmash ; and there governed the mul
titude, and punished the wicked and ‘ungodly, and by that.
means pl the natio&oi them.

o .
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©0W ALEXAFDER [BALA,] IN HIS WAR WITH DEMETRIUS,
GRANTED JONATHAN MANY ADVANTAGES, AND APPOINTED
HIM TO BE HIGH-PRIEST, AND PERSUADED HIM TO ASSIST

¢ HIM, ALTHOUGH PEMETRIUS PROMISED HIM GREATER AD-
VANTAGES ON THE OTHER SIDE. CONCERNING THE DEATH
OF DEMETRIUS, '

1. Now in the hundred and sixtieth year, it fell out that
Alexander, the son of ‘Antiochus Epipbanes,* eame up into
ggﬁa, and took Ptolemais, the soldiers within having betray-

it to them, for they were at enmity with Demetrius, on ac-
count of his insolence, and difficulty of access; for he shut
himselfup in a lpalzwe of his that had four towers, which he -
had built himself, not far from Antioch, and admitted nebody.
He was withal slothful and negligent about the public affairs,
wbenbyb the batred of his subjects was the more kindled
against him, as we have elsewhere already related. When
therefore Demetrius heard ‘that Alexander was in Ptolemais,
he took his whole army and led it against him : he also sent
ambassadors te Jonathan, about a league of mutual assist-
ance and friendship, for he resolved to be beforehand with Al-
exander, lest the other should treat with him first, and ﬁ:in
assistance from him ; and this he did out of the fear he hag,
Jest Jonathan should remember bhow ill Demetrius bad for-
merly treated him, and should join with him in this war against
him.. He therefore gave orders that Jonathan should be al-
lowed to raise an army, and should get armour made, and
should receive back hostages of the Jewish nation,
whom Bacc¢hides had shut u&in the citadel of Jerusalem.
When this fortune bad befallen : Jonathan, by the con-
cession of Demetrius, he came to Jerusalem, and read the
king’s letter, in the audience of the people, and of those that

@ This AlexanderBala, who certainly pretended to be the son of An-
tiochus  Epiphanes, and was owned for such by the Jews.and Romans,
- and many others, and yet is by several historians deemed to be a coun-
terfeit, and of no family at is, however, by Josephus, believed to
have been the real son of that Antiochus, and by him always spoken of
accordingly. And truly, since the original cotemporary and authen+
ﬁcmthoroﬂheﬁr:tndBook oLMaocan;b:es. x lf,.::llu:m b{hilfllhel‘t
. name, Epiphanes, says he was son of Antiochus, { suppose the
other w,i;'-lpwn.who are all much later, are not to be followed against such
evidence, though perhaps Epiphanes might have him bya woman of
no family. The king of Egypt also, Philometer, soon gave him_ his
daughter in marriage, which he would hardly have done, had he.be- |
lieved him to be a counterfeit, and of so very mean a birth as the later

R 4
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: Rdnll):d 9anour ready. This greatlygrievecdt

% he heard of it, and made him blame him-
self for Hig#lowness, that he had not prevented Alexander,
and got'the good-will of Jonathan, but had given him time
so ol ver, he also himself wrote a letter to Jona~
than;#d to the peofle; the contents whereof are these :
“ PDemetrius to

for us; and when you have been tempted by our enemies,
u have-not joined yourselves to them ; I both commend
‘you for this your fidelity, and exhort you to continue in the
‘same disposition, for which you shall be repaid, and receive
‘Yewards from us: for I will free you from the greatest
of the tributes and taxes which you tormerly paid to the kings
my predecessors, and to myselt; and I do now set you free
from those tributes which you have ever paid ; and besides
I forgive you the tax upon salt.’and the value of the crowns*
which you used to offer me : and instead of the third part
of the fruits [of the field,] and the half of the fruits of the
trees, I relinquish my part of them from this day : and as to
the poll-money, which ought to be given me for every head
of the inhabitants of Judea, and of the three toparchies that
adjoin to Fudea, Samaria, and Galilee, and Perea, that I re-
“ linquish to you for this time, and for all time to come. Iwill,
also, that the city of Jerusalem be holy and inviolable, arad
free from the tythe, and from the taxes, unto its utmost
‘bounds : and I so far recede from my title to the citadel, as
to permit Jonathan your high-priest to possess it, that he may
place such a garrison in it ashe a provesﬁ)of for fidelity and
Food-will to himself, that he may keep it for us. I also make
ree all those Jews who have been made captives and slaves
in my kingdom. [ also give order, that the beasts of the
Jews be not pressed for our service : and let their sabbaths,
atid all their festivals, and three days before each of them,
be free from any imposition. In the same manner, I set free
the Jews that are inhabitants in my kingdom, and order that

emendation seems here to deserve consideration, who, instead of after
four years since the death of his brother Judas, would have us read, and
therefore after eight years since the death of his brother Judas. This
‘would tolerably well with the date of the Maccabees, and with
J own exact chronology, at the end of the twentieth book of
these Antiquities, which the preseat text cannot bé made to do.

#* Take Grotius’ note here. ¢ The Jews, says he, were wont to pre-
sent crowns to the kings [of Syria:] af : , which was
paid instead of those erowns, or wh fed in waking them,

: Maccab. x. 29.

was called the crown gold,

onathan, and to the nation of the Jews, .
sth greeting : Since you have preserved your friendship-

’,



-

\ OF THB JEWR 69

no injury be done them. I also give leave to such of them
as are willing to list themselves in my army, that “:l
may do it, and those as far as thirty thousand ; which Jewi

soldiers, wheresoever they go, shall have the same pay that

.y own army hath : and some of them I will place in my

garrisons, and some as guards about mine own body, and as
rulers over those that are in my court. [ give them leave
also to use the laws of their forefathers, and to observe them;
and I will that they have power over thé three toparchies

* that are added to Judea ; and it shall be in the power of the

high-priest, to take care that no one Jew shall have any other
temple for worship but only that at Jerusalem. I bequeath
also, out of my own revenues, yearly, for the expenses about
the sacrifices, one hundred and fifty thousand (drachmas :]

+ and what money is to spare, I will that it shall be your own.

T also release to you those ten thousand drachmas which the
kings received from the temple, because they appertain to
the priests that minister in that temple. And.whosoever
shall fly to the temple at Jerusalem, or to the places thereto
belonging, or who owe the king money, or are there oo any
other account, let them be set free, and let their goods be in
safety. I alsogive you leave to repair and rebuild your tem-
ple, and that all be done at my expenses. I also allow you
to build the walls of your city, and to erect high towers, and
that they be erected at my charge: And if there be any for-
tified town that would be convenient for the Jewish country
to have very strong, let it be so built at my expenses.”

4." This was what Demetrius promised, and granted to the
Jews, by this letter. But king Alexander raised a. great ar-
my of mercenary soldiers, and of those that deserted to him
out of Syria, and made an expedition against Demetrius,
And when it was come to a battle, the left wing of Demetrius
put those who oYposed them to flight, and _pursued them a
great way, and slew many of them, and spoiled their camp ;

ut the right wing, where Demetrius happened to be, was
beaten ; and as for all the rest they ran away : but Deme-
triys fought courageously, and slew a great many of the ene-
my ; but as he was in the pursuit of the rest, his horse car-
ried him into a deep bog, where it was hard to get out, and

- 'there it happened, that uglon his horse’s falling down, he

could not escape being killed ; for when his enemies saw
what had befallen him, they returned back and encompassed
"Demetrius round, and they all threw their darts at him : but
he being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length he re-
ceived 80 many weunds, that he was not able to bear up

any longer,but fell. Andthisis the end that Demetrius came



.

to wl:elgk he had reigmed eleven years, a5 we have elsewhere
e ’ ’ .

e
ORAPTHR XIXL. .

THE FRIENDSHIP THAT WAS BETWEEN ONIAS AND PTOLENY
PHILOMETER, AND HOW ONIAS BUILT A TEMPLE IN EGYPT
LIKE TO THAT AT JERUSALEM.

1. Bur then the son of Onias the high-priest, who was of
the same name with his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy,
who was called Philometer, living now at Alexandria, as we
have said already. When this Onias saw that Judea was op-
pressed by the Macedonians, and their kings, out of desire

to purchase to himself a memorial and eternal fame, he re-

solved to send to king Ptolemy and queen Clegpatra, to ask
Jeavé of them that he might build a temple at Egypt like to
that at Jerusalem, and might ordain Levites and priests out
of their own stock. The chief reason why he was desirous
so to do, was, that he relied upon the prophet lsaiah, who
lived above six hundred years before and foretold, that there
certainly was to be atemple built to Aimighty God, in Egypt,
by a man that was a Jéw. Onias was elevated with this Sre-
diction ; and wrote the following epistle to Ptolemy and Cle-
opatra : “ Having done many and great things for you in the

irs of the war, by the assistance of God, and that in Ce-
losyria and Pheenicia, I came at length with the Jews to Le-
ontopolis and to other places of your nation, where I found
that the greatest part of your le had temples in an im-
proper manner, and that, on this account, they bare ill-will
one against another, which happens to the Egyptians by rea-
- sonof the multitude of their temples, and the difference of
opinion about divine worship. Now I found a very fit place
in a castle that hath its name from the country Diana : this
place is full of materials of several sorts, and replenished
with sacred animals : 1 desire, therefore, that you will grant
me leave to purge this holy place, which belongs to no ias-
ter, and is fallen down, and to build there a temple to Al-
mighty God, after the pattern of that in Jerusalem, and of
the same dimensions, that may be for the benefit of thyself,
.and thy wife, and children, that those Jews which dwell in
Fgypt may have a place whither they may come and meet

* Since the rest of the historians now extapt  give this Demetrius 13
vears, and Josephus only 11 years, Dean Prideaux dees not amiss in #s-
«ribing to him the mean number 12.
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together - mutual karmony one with another, and be sub-
seyviemt-to thy advantages ; for the prophet Isaiah foretold,
that there should be an altar in Egypt to the Lord God : and
mlany vggher such things did he prophesy relating to that

ace. : :
P 2. Ard this was what Onias wrote to king Ptolemy. Now
any one may observe his piety, and that of his sister and
wife Cleopatra, by that epistle which they wrote in answer
to it : for they laid the blame and the transgression of the
law upon the head of Onias. And this was their reply :
“ King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias, send t-
ing : We have read thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave
tzie given thee to purge that temple which is fallen down at

# It seems to me, contrary to the opinion of Joeaphus, and of the mo-
derng, both Jews and Christians, that this my of Isaiah xix. 19,
&cfIn that day there shall be an altar to rd in the midst of the

of Egypt,” &c. directly foretold the buildhro{, this tempie of Onias
i and 'was a sufficient warrant to the Jews for building it, and
for wonhiqﬂng- the true God, the God of Israel, therein. See Authent.
Rec. ii. p. 755." That God seems to have soon better accepted of the
sacrifices and prayers here offered him than those at Jerusalem, see the
note on c. x. sec. 7. And truly the marks of Jewish corruption or inter-
polation in this text, ig order to discourage their people from approviag
of the worship of God here, are very strong, and tu%hly deserve our
consideration and correotion. The foregoing verse in Isaiah runs thus
in our common copies, in that day shall five cities in the land of t
?eakthehmgeomem.[mﬂebm uage ; shall be full of
ews, whose sacred boeks were in Hebrew,] and swear to the Lord of
hosts. One [ar the fifst] shall be called the city of destruction. Isa. xx.18.
A strange name, city of destruction ! upon so joyful an occasion, and a
name riever heard of in the land of Egypt, or rerhtps in alg other na-
tion. The old reading was evidently the city of the sun, or Heliopolis:
and Onkelos in effect, and Symmachus, with the Arabic version, entirely -
confess that t be the true reading. The Septuagint also, though they -
have the text disguised in the common copies, and call it Asedek, the
city of B ; yet in two or three other copies, the Hebrew word
itself forthe son, Achares or Thares, is preserved. And since Onias
ingists w/ith the and queen, that Isaiah’s prophecy contained many
other ictions relating to this place besides the by him neilec{,
itis ly probable.that these were especially meant by bim; and that
one main reason why he applied this[glr;dietion to himeelf, and to his
prefacture of Heliopolis, which ideaux well was in that
art of | and why he chose to build in that re of Heliop-
i otherwise an improper place, was this, that the same author-
‘bo-bad far building this temple in E ‘the very same he bad
. for builitheg ¢ in.tris own prefecture of is also, which he desired
he did HEN RS R Prideaux

to do, adnd : has much ad:_
10 avoid sedmg.Usig corru; ing in 1t of
his own opil o %Iﬂ
reasons bere in the !

See hisn at the
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Leoutopolis, i e Nomus of Heliopolis, and which is named
fran the ogusi?y Buhastis ; oo which account we cannot but
wonder Sk it sbould be pleasing to God to have a temple
crecigd:#n place so unclean, and so full of sacred ani :
but sinte thou sayest that Isaiah the Propbet foretold this

g a9, we give thee leave to do it, if it may be done ac-

.cording to your law, and so that we may not appear to have
atall ed God herein.”
. 8, So Onias took the place, and built a temple and an altar
" to God, like indeed to that in Jerusalem, but smaller, and
_poorer. I do not think it |l>]ro r for me now to describe its
.dimensions, or its vessels, which bave been already described
in 1'13 seventh book of the warsof the Jews. However, Onias
‘found other Jews like to himself, together with priests and
Levites, that there performed divine service. But we have
_ said enough about this temple. )

4. Now it came to pass that the Alexandrian Jewsfand
those Samaritans who paid their worship to the temple that
was built in the days of Alexander,at Mount Gerizzim, did -
now make a sedition one against another, and disputed aix)ut
their temples, before Ptolemy himself, the Jews saz;ng, that,
according to the laws of Moses, the temple was to be built at
Jerusalem ; and the Samaritans saying, that it was to be built
at Gerizzim. They desired therefore, the king to sit with
his friends, and hear the debates about the matters, and
punish those with death who were baffled. ' Now Sabbeus
and Theodosius managed the argument for the Samaritans,
and Andronicus, the son of Messelamus, for the people of
Jerusalem ; and they took an oath by God and the king to
make their demonstrations according to the law ; and they
dasired of Ptolemy, that whomsoever he should find that
transgressed what theg;had sworn to, he would put him to
death. Accordingly, the king took several of his friends into
the council, and sat down in order tobear what the pleaders
said. Now the Jews that were at Alexandria, were in great
concern for those mento’;vhose lot it was to contend for the (f

iemple at Jerusalem ; for they took it very ill that any should
. take awa station of that temple, which was so an-'
‘cient, and so celebfgted all over the habitable earth. Now .
when Sabbeus aiid“Theodosius had given leave to.Androni-
© cus t(} ak first, be. taﬁ)ta,_dimonstra(io out &f; the law, and
“out of the succession of the -priests, how they every one
in succession frem his father'ﬁa

received that ;gm?, and
yuled over the and. the kings of Asia bad
red that igtions, and with the
most splendid § as for that at Ger
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. rizzim, he made no account of it; nor regarded it;dsif it had
never had a being. By this speech, and other arguments,
Andronicus persuaded the king todetermine that the temple
at Jerusalem was built acco to the laws of Moses, and

-to put Sabbeus and Theodosius to death.* And these were

- the events that befell the Jews at Alexandria in the days of
Ptolemy Philometer. :

o——
CHAPTHR IV.

‘HOW ALEXANDER HONOURED JONATHAN AFTER AN EXTRAOR-
DINARY MANNER, AND HOW DEMETRIUS, THE SON OF DE-
METRIUS, OVERCAME ALEXANDER, AND MADE A LEAGUE OF
FRIENDSHIP WITH JONATHAN.

1. Demetrius being thus slain in battle, as we have above
related, Alexander took the kingdom of Syria ; and wrote to
Ptolemy Philometer, and desired bis daughter in marriage,
and said, it was but just that he should be joined in affinity to
one that had now received the principality of his forefathers,
and had been promoted to it by God’s providence, and bad
conquered Demetrius, and that was on other accounts not un-
worthy of being related to him. Ptolemy received this pro-
posal of marriage gladly ;. and wrote him answer, saluting
him on account of his having received the principality of his
forefathers ; and promising him that he would give him his

* A very unfair disputation this, while the Jewish disputant, know -
ing that he could not properl l&mve out of the Pentateuch, that the
place which the Lord their Goci ould choose to place his name there,

- s0 often referred to in the book of Deuteronomy, was Jerusalem any
more than Gerizzim, that being not determined till the days of David,
Anutg. B. vii. c. xiii. sec. 4. vol. ii. proves only what the Samaritans did
not deny, that the temple at Jerusalem was much more ancient, and
‘much more celebrated and honoured than that-at Gerizzim, which was
nothing to the present purpose. The whole evidence, by the very oaths
of both parties, being, we see, obliged to be confined to the law of Moses,
or to the Pentateuch alone. However, worldly policy and interest, and
the multitude prevai]i%%,‘:lhe court gave sentence, as usual, on the stron-
ger side, and poor Sa s and Theodosius, the Samaritan disputants,
were martyred, and this, so far as appears, without any direct hearing
at all, which is like the usual practice of such (roliticnl courts abeut mat-
ters of religion. Our copies say, that the body of the Jews, were in a

reat concern about those men, in the plural, who were to dispute for
their temple at Jerusalem, whereas it seems here they had but one dis-
putant, Andronicus by name : perhaps more were prepared to speak on
the Jews’side ; but the first having answered to his name, and overcome
the Samaritans, there was no necedsity for any other defender of the
Jerusalem temple. R

Vol I~ 7
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moming till lagsitaight, Simon perceived their weariness,.
and fell upon#8éody of men belore bim ; and becatse by
soldiers siigfWed great alacrity, he put the enemy to flight ;-
and m " horsemen saw that the footmen ran away,.
nej il they stay themselves, but they being very weary,
by tig-ddaration of the fight till the evening, and their hopes
from*hé’ footmen bein% quite gone, they basely ran away,
and 0 great confusion also, till they were separated one from -
andthér, and scattered over ali the plain. Upon which Jona~
than pursued them as far as Ashdod, and slew a great many .
of them, and compelled the rest, in despair of escapi?, to

to the temple of Dagon, which was at Ashdod, but Jona-

i took the. city at the first onset, and burnt it and the vil-
lages about it ; nor did he abstain from the temple of Dagon
itself, but burnt it also, and destroyed those that bad fled to it.
Now the entire multitude of the enemies that fell in the bat-
tle, and were consumed in the temple was eight thousand.
When Jonathan, therefore, had overcome so great an army, .
he removed from Ashdod, and came to Askelon: and when
he bad pitched his camp without the city, the Eeople of Aske-
lon came out and met him, bringing him hospitable pre-
sents, and honouring him, so he accepted of their kind inten-
tions, and returned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal of
prey, which he brought thence when he conquered his ene-.
mies ; but when Alexander heard that Apollonius, the gene-:
ral of his army, was beaten, he pretended to be glad of it,
because he bhad fought with Jonathan, his friend and ally,
against his directions.” Accordingly, he sent to Jonathan, and
gave testimony to his worth : and gave him honorary rewards,
as a golden button, whieh it s the custom to give the kinﬁ’s
kinsmen ;* and allowed him Ekron, and its toparchy, for his
own inheritance. . 1

5. About this time it was that king Ptolemy, who was
called Philometer, led an army, part by the sea, and part by
land, and came to Syria to the assistance of Alexander, who
was his son-in-law: and accordingly, all the cities received
him willingly, as Alexander had commanded them to do, and
conducted him as far as Ashdod ; where they all made loud
comphiints about the temple of Dagon, which was burnt,
accused Jonathan of baving laid it waste, and destroyed the
country adjoining with fire, and slain a great number of them.
- Ptolemy heard these accusations but said nothing. Jona-

. than also ient to meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, and. obtained
~,Dr. Hudson here observes, that the Pheenicians and Romans used
. to tewged such as had deserved well of them, by presenting to them a
golden button. See ¢. v. sec. 4. o : T




- from him -hospitable presents, and those .glorious in their
kinds, with allmarkso&own. And when he had conducted
hin:' as far as the river called Eleutherus, he returned again
to Jeru : '
6. But as Ptolemgewas at Ptolemais, he was very near to
a most unexpected destruction ; for a treacherous designwas
laid upon his life by Alexander, by the means of Ammonius,
who was his friend : and as the treachery was verv plain,,
Ptolemy wrote to Alexander, and required of him that he
should bring ‘Ammonius to condign punishment, informing
him what snares had been laid for him by Ammonius, and
desirilf that he might be accordingli ﬁumshed for it. “ But
when Alexander did not comply with his demands, he per-
ceived that it was he himself who laid the design, and was
very angry at him, Alexander had also formerly been on
very ill terms with the people of Antioch, for they had suf-
fered very much by his means ; yetdid Ammonius at length
undergo the Bunis ment his insolent crimes had deserved,
for he was killed in an opprobrious manner, like a woman,
while he endeavoured to conceal himself in a feminine ha-
bit, as we have elsewhere related.
7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having given
* his daughter in marriage to Alexander, and for the league he
had made with him to assist him against Demetrius ; so he
dissolved his relation to him, and took his da:ﬁbter away
from him, and immediately sent to Demetrius, and offered o
make a league of mutual assistance and friendship with him,
and agreed with him to give him his daughter in marriage,
and to restore him to the principality of his fathers. Deme-
trius was well pleased with this embassage, and accepted of
his assistance, and of the marriage of his daughter. But Pto-
lemy had still one more hard task to do, and that was to per-
suade the people of Antioch to receive Demetriys, because
they were greatly displeased at him, on account of the inju-
ries his father Demetrius had done them ; yet did he bring
this about ; for as the people of Antioch hated Alexander on
Ammonius® account, as we have showed already, they were
easily prevailed with to cast him out of Antioch ; who, thus
expelled out of Antioch, came into Cilicia. Pt emy came
then to Antioch, and was made king by its inhabitants, and
y the army : so that he was forced to put on two diadems,
the one of Asia, the other of Egypt: but being naturally a .
a righteous man, and not desirous of what be-
d to others, and besides these dispasitions, being also
wise man in reasoning_about futurities, he determined to
:rwg,idl thﬁlenvy of the ;l*omans, so he called the peoplg:’ of
- Vol. : : : '



Antioch together to an assemfrly,‘ and ded them to re~
ceive Derons: : and. ‘them, that ‘“ he would not be
mindful of what they did to his father in case he should now
be obliged by them ; and he undertook that he would him-
selfobe a good monitor ahd governor to bim : and promised
that he would not permit him to attempt any bad. actions ;

_ but that for his own part, he was contented with the king-

. dom of t.* By which discourse he persuaded the
people of Antioch to receive Demetrius.

8. But now Alexander made haste with a numerous and:
great army, and came out of Cilicia into Syria, and burnt the
country bejonging to Antioch, and pillaied it; whereupon-
Ptolemy, and his son-in-law Demetrius, brought their army
against him, (for he had already given him his daughter in
marriage,) and beat Alexander, and _put him to flight ; and
accordingly he fled into Arabia. Now, it happened in the
time of battle, that Ptolemy’s horse, upon hearing the noise-
of an elephant, cast him off his back, and threw him on the
ground ; upon the sight of which accident, bis enemies fell
upon him, and gave him many wounds upon his head, and
brought him into danger of death, for when his guards caught
‘hie up, he was so very ill, that for four days’ time he was not
able either to understand or to speak. However, Zabdiel,
a prince among the Arabians, cut off Alexander’s head, and
sent it to Ptolemy ; who, recovering of his wounds, and re-
turning to his understanding on the fifth day, heard at once
a most agreeable hearing, and saw a most agreeable sight,
which were the death and the head of Alexander; yet a
little after this his joy for the death of Alexander, with which
he was so greatly satisfied, he also departed this life. Now
Alexander, who was called Bala, . reigned over Asia five
years ; as we have elsewhere related. .
< 9, But when Demetrius, who was styled Nicator,* had
‘taken the kingdom, he was so wicked as to treat Ptolemy’s
soldiers very hardly, neither remembering the league of mu-
tual assistance that was between them, nor that he was his:
son-in-law and kinsman by Cleopatra’s marriage to him, so-
the soldiers fled from his wicked treatment to Alexandria,
but Demetrius kept his elephants. - But Jonathan the high--
priest levied anarmy out of all Judea, and attacked the cita-

+del at Jerusalem, and besieged it ; it was held by a garrison
ot Macedonians, and by some of those wicked men who had

 # This name Demetrius Nicator, or- Demetrius the Conqueror, is so
written on his coins still extant, as Hudson and Spanheim inform us ;
thelatter of whom gives us here the entire inscription,  king Demetrius
he god, Philadelphus, Nicator.” : .
\
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deserted the customs of their forefathers. These men at
first despised the attempts of Jonathan for taking the eﬁlace,
as depending on its strength ; but some of those wicked men
went out by niﬁbt, and came to Demetrius, and informed him
that the citadel was besieged : who was irritated with what
he heard, and took his army, and came from Antioch against
Jonathan. And when he was at Antioch, he wrote to him,
and commanded him to come to him quickly to Ptolemais :
upon which Jonathan did not intermit the siege of the cita-
del, but toolt with him the elders of the people, and the
priests, and carried with him gold and silver, and garments,
and a great number of presents of friendsl:.i(}), and came to
Demetrius, and presented him with them, and thereby paci-
fied the king’s anzer. So he was honoured by him, and re- .
“ceived from him a confirmation of his high-priesthood,as he
had possessed it by the grants of the ki is predecessors.
And when the Jewish deserters accused him, Demetrius was
so far from giving credit to them, that when he petitioned
him that he would demand no more than three hundred
talents for the tribute of all Judea, and the three toparchies
of Samaria,and Perea, and Galilee, he comlplied with the
proposal, and gave him a letter confirming all those grants ;
whese contents were as follows : * King Demetrius to Jona-
than his brother,and to the nation of the Jews, sendeth
ﬁreeting: we have sent you a copy of that epistle which we
ave written to Lasthenes our kinsman, that you may know
its contents. King Demetrius to Lasthenes our father, send-
eth’ greeting : I have determined to return thanks, and to
show favour t~ *~2 mation of the Jews, which hath observed
the rules of justice in our concerns. Accordingly, I remit to
them the three prefectures, Apberima, and Lydda,and Ra-
matha, which have been added to Judea out ot Samaria, with
their appurtenances : as also what the kings my predeces-
sors received from those that offered sacrifices in Jerusalem ;
and what are due from the fruits of the earth, and of the
trees, and what else belongs to us ; with the salt-pits, and the
crowns that used to be presented to us: nor shall they he
compelled to pay any of the taxes from this time to all fu-
- “turity. .Take care, therefore, that a copy of this epistle be
taken and given to Jonathan, and_be set up in an eminent
place of their holy temple.” And these were the contents
of this writing. . And now . when Demetrius saw_that there
was peace evelg where, and that there was nq danger, nor
fear of war, he disbanded the greatest part of his army, and
diminished their pay, and even, retained in pay no others
than such foreigners as came up with him from Crete, and



HOW TRYPHON, AFTER HE HAD BEATEN DEMETRIUS, DELIVER -
ED THE KINGDOM TO ANTIOCHUS, THE S8ON OF ALEXANDER,
AND GAINED JONATHAN FOR HIS ASSISTANT : AND CONCERN-
ING THE ACTIONS AND EMBASSIES OF JONATHAN.

1. Now there ‘was a certain commander of Alexander’s
forces, an Apamenian by birth, whose name was Diodotus,
and was also called Tryphon, took notice of the ill-will the
soldiers bare to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the Ara-
bian, who brouﬁht up Antiochus the son of Alexander, and
told hitn what ill-will the armies bare Demetrius, and per-
spaded him to give him Antiochus, because he would make
him king, and ‘recover to him the kingdom of his father.
Malchus at the first opposed him in this attempt, because he
could not believe him ; but when Trypho lay hard'at him
for a long time, he overpersuaded him to comply with Try-
pho’s intentions and entreaties. And this was the state Try-
pho was now in. ' g

2. But Jonathan the bigh-priest, being desirous to get clear
of those that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, and of the
Jewish deserters and wicked men, as well as of those in all
the Igarrisbns in the country, sent presents and ambassidors
to Demetrius, and _entreated him to take away his soldiers
out of the strong holds of Judea. Demetrins made answer,
that after the war, which he was now deeply engaged in, was
over, he would not only grant him that, but greater things
than that also ;, and he desired he would send him some as-
sistance ; and informed him that his army had deserted him.
So Jonathan chose out three thousand of his soldiers, and sent

them to Demetrius, )

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both on
account of what mischief he had himself done them, and be-
cause they were his enemies also on account of his father
Demetrius, who had greatly abused them, so they watched
some opportunity, which they might lay hold on, to fall upon

him. And when they were informed of the assistance that
was coming to Demetrius from Jonathan, and considered at
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‘the same time, that he would raise a numerous army, unless
they prevented him, and seized upon him, they took their
weapons immediately, and- encompassed his palace in the
way of a siege, and seizing upon all the waz:q getting out,
they soufht to subdue their king. And when be saw that
the people of Antioch were become his bitter enemies, and
that they were thus in arms, he took the mercenary soldiers
which he had with him, and those Jews who were sent by
Jonathan, and assaulted the Antiochians; but he was over-
powered by them, for they were many ten thousands, and
was beaten. But when the Jews saw that the Antiochians
were superior, they went up to the top of the palace, and
shot at them from thence ; and because they were so remote
from them for their height, that they suffered nothing on their
side, but did great execution on the otber, as fighting from
such an elevation, they drove them out of the ‘adjoining
houses, and immediately set them on fire, whereuBon the
flame spread itself over the whole city, and burnt it all down.
‘This happened by reason of the closeness of the houses, and
because gxeey were generally built of wood : so the Antio-
chians, when they were not able to help themselves, nor to
stop the fire, were put to flight. And as the Jews leaped
from the top of one house to the top of another, and pursued
them after that manner, it thence happened that the pursuit
was so very surprising. But when the king saw that the An-
tiochians were very US{ in saving their children, and their
wives, and so did not fight any longer, he fell upon them in
the narrow passages, and fought them, and slew a great num-
ber of them, till at last they were forced to throw down their
arms, and to deliver themselves up to Demetrius. So he for-
ﬁ?ve them this their insolent bebaviour, and put an end to
_the sedition; and when he had given rewards to the Jews
out of the rich spoils he had gotten, and had returned them
thanks, as the cause of his victory, he sent them away to Je-
rusalem to Jonathan, with an ample testimony of the assist-
ance they had afforded him. Yet did he prove an ill man
to Jonathan afterwards, and broke the promises he bad made ;
and he threatened that he would make war upon him, unless
he would gay all that tribute which the Jewish nation owed
to the first kings gof Syria.] And this hie had done, if Tryphon
had not hindere
Jonathan, to a concern for his own preservation, for he now
returned out of Arabia into Syria with the child Antiochus,
for he twas yet in age but a youth, and put the diadem on his
head ; and as the whole forces that had left Demetrius, be-
cause they had no pay, came to his assistance, he made war

him, and diverted his preparations against
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upon Demetrius, and joining battle with him, overcame him,
in tm and took from him both his elephants and the.
Cl o
Z Demetrius, upon this defeat, retired into Cilicia : but
the child Antiochus sent ambassadors, and an epistle to Jo-
nathan, and made him his friend and confederate, and con-
firmed to him the high-priesthood, and yielded up to him
the four prefectures which had been added to Judea. More-
over, he sent him vessels, and cups of gold, and a purple
arment, and %ave him leave to use them. He also presented
it with a golden button, and styled him one of his princi-
pal friends ; and appointed his brother Simon to be the ge-
neral over the forces, from the ladder of Tyre unfo Egypt.
So Jonathan was so pleased with these grants made him ﬁy
Antiochus, that he sent ambassadors to him, and to Tryphon,
and professed himself to be their friend and confederate, and
said he would join with him in a war against Demetrius, in-
* forming him he bad made no tgroper returns for the kind-
nesses he had done him ; for that when he had received
many marks of kindness from him, when he stood in great
) nee! of them; he, for such good turns, had requited him with
farther injuries.
5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave {o raise himself a nu-
. merous army out of Syria and Phenicia, and to make war
against Demetrius’ generals ; whereupon he went in haste
to the several cities, which received him splendidly indeed,
but put no forces into his hands. And when bhe was come
from thence to Askelan, the inhabitants of Askelon came and
brought him presents, and met him in a splendid maoner.
He exhorted them, and every one of the cities of Celosyria,
to forsake Demetrius, and to join with Antiochus ; andinas- .
sisting him, to endeavour to punish Demetrius for what offen-
ces he had been guilty of afamst themselves ; and told them
there were many reasons for that their procedure, if they
had a mind soto do. And when he bad persuaded those cities
to promise their assistance to Antiochus, be came 1o Gaza,
in order to induce them also to be friends to Antiochus ; but
he found the inhabitants of Gaza much more alienated from
him than he expected, for they had shut their gates against
him, and although they bad deserted Demetrius, they had
not resolved to join themselves to Antiochus. This provoked
Jonathan to besiege them, and to harass their country ; for
as he set a part of his army round abont Gaza itself, so with
the rest, be overran their land, and spoiled it, and burnt what
was in it. When the inhabitants of Gaza saw themselves in
this state of affliction, and that no assistance came to them
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from Demetrius, that what distreseed them was at hand, but
what should profit them was still at a great distance, aod it
was uncertain whether it would come at all or not, they
thought it would be prudent conduct to leave off any 'loml:
continuance with him, and to cultivate friendship with t
other, so they sent to jonathan, and professed they would be
his friends and afford him assistance ; for such is the temper
of men, that before they have had the trial of great afflic-
tions, they do not understand what is for their advantage, but
. when they- find themselves under such afflictions, they then
change their minds, and what it had been better for them to
have done before they had been at all damaged, they choose
to do, but not till after they had suffered such ges.
However, he made a league of friendship with them, and
took from them hostages for their performance of it, and sent
these hostages to Jerusalem, while he went himself over 3!}
the country as far as Damascus. .

6. But when he heard that the generals of Demetrius’ for-
ces were come to the city Cadesh, with a numerous army,
(the placelies between the land of the Tgrians and Galilee,)
for they supposed they should thereby draw him out of Sy-
ria in order to preserve Galilee, and that he would not over-
look the Galileans, who were his own people, when war was
made upon them, he went to meet them, having left Simon
in Judea, who raised as great an army as he was able out of

- the country, and then sat down before Bethisura, and besieged
it, that being the strongest place in all Judea ; and agarrison
of Demetrius’ kept it, as we have already related. But as
Simon was raising banks, and bringing his engines of war
against Bethsura, and was very earnest about the siege of it,
the garrison was afraid lest the place should be taken of Si-
mon by force, and they put to the sword, so they sent to Si-
mon, and desired the security of his oath, that-they should
come to no harm from him, and that they would leave the -
place, and go away to Demetrius. Accordingly, he gave
them his oath, and ejected them out of the city, and he put
therein a garrison of his own.

- 7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and from the
waters which are called Gennesar, for there he was before
encamped, and came into the plain that is called Asor, with-
out knowing that the enemy was there. When therefore, De-
metrius’ men knew a day beforeband that Jonathan was
coming against them, they, laid an ambush in the mountain,
who were to assault him on the sudden; while they themselves
met him with an army in the plain: which army when Jona-
than saw ready to engage him, he also got ready his own sol
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diers for the battle as well as he was able; but those that
were laid in ambush by Demetrius’ generals being bebind
them, the Jews were afraid lest they should be caught in the
‘midst, between two bodies, and perish ; so they ran away in
haste, and indeed all the rest left Jonathan, but a few there
were, in number about fifty, who staid with him, and with
them Mattathias, the son ot Absalom, and Judas, the son of
Chapseus, who,were commanders, of the whole army. These
‘marched l)oldl , and like men desperate, against the enemy,
and so pushed them, that by their counl?ige they daunted
them, and with their weapons in their hands, théy pyt them
‘to flight. And when those soldiers of Jonathan, that had re-
* tired, saw the enemy giving way, they got together after
their flight and pursued them with great violence ; and this
did they as far as Cadesh, where the camp of the enemy lay.
8, Jonathan having thus gotten a glorious victory, and slain:
two thousand of the enemy, returned to Jerusalem. So when
he saw that all his affairs prospered, according to his mind,
by the providence of God, he sent ambassadors to the Ro-
mans, being desirous of renewing that friendship which their
nation had with them formerly. = Heenjoined the same am-
-bassadors, that, as they came back, they should go to the
Spartans, and put them in mind of their friendship and kin-
dred. ‘So when the ambassadors came to Rome, they went
into their senate, and said, what they were commanded by
Jonathan the high-priest to say, how he had sent them Yo
confirm their friendship. The senate then confirmed what
had been formerly decreed concerning their friendship with
the Jews ; and gave them letters to carry to all the kings of
Asia and Euro ,and to the gavernors of the cities, that they
mightsafely conduct them to their own countl{. Accordingly,
as they returned, they came to Sparta, and delivered the epis-
tle which they had received of Jonathan to them ; a co%y of
which here follows : ¢ Jonathan the high-priest of the Jew
ish nation, and the senate and body of the gople of the Jews,
to the ephori and senate, and people of the Lacedemonians
send greeting : if you be well,and both your public and
private affairs be agreeable to your mind, it is acording to
our wishes: we are well also. = When in former times am
.epistle was brought to Onias, who was then our high-priest,
from Areus, who at that time was your king, by Demoteles,
concerning the kindred that was between us and you, a copy
of which is here subjoined, we both joyfully received the epis~
tle,and were well pleased with Demotelesand Areus, although
.we did not need such a demonstration, because we were satis-
fied about it from the sacred writings, yetdid not we think at
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frst 1o begin the claim of this relation to you, lest we should
seem 100 early in taking to ourselves the glory which is now
given us by m."‘ It is a long time since this relation of
ours to you been renewed ; and when we, upon holy
and festival days, offer sacrifices to God, we pray to hith for
your preservation and victory. As to ourselves, although
we have had many wars .that have compassed us round,
by the covetousness of our neighbours, yet did not we deter-
- mine to be troublesome either to you, or to others that were
related to us; but since we have now overcome our ene-

mies, and. have occasion to send Numenius, the son of An~
tiochus, and Antipater, the son of Jason, who are both hon-
ourable men belonging to our senate, to the Romans, we
ﬁve them this epistle to you also, that they might repew
at friendshi» which is between us. You will, therefore, do
well yourselves, to write tous, and send us an account of what
. you stand in need of from us, since we are in all things dis-
to act according to your desires.” So the Lacedemon-:

1ans received the ambassadors kindly, and made a decree:

for friendship and mutual assistance, and sent it to them.

. 9. At this time there were three sects among the Jews,
who had different opinions’ concerning human actions ; the
one was called the sect of the Pharisees, another the sect of
the Sadducees, and the other the sect of the Essens. Now for
the Pharisees, they say that some actions, but not all, are
the work of fate, and some of them are in our own power, -
and that they are liable to fate, but are not caused by fate.f

* This clause is otherwise rendered in the first book of Maccabees,
xii. 9. For that we have the holy books of Scripture in our hands to com-
fort us. The Hebrew original being lost, we cannot certainly judge
which was the truest version, only the coherence favours J us, but
if this were the Jews' meaning, that they were satisfied out.of their Bi- .
ble, that the Jews and Lacedemonians were of kin, that part of their
Bible is now lost, for we find no such assertion in our present capies.

4+ Those that Josephus to contradict himself in his three se--
veral accounts. of the netions of the Pharisees, this here, and that earlier
one which is the largest, Of the War, B. ii. c. viii. sec. 14. vol. v. and
that later, Antiq. B. xviii. c. i. sec. 3. vol. iv. as if he sometimes said
they introduced an absolute fatality, and denied all freedom of -huren’
actions, is almost. wholly.. { he ever, as the very learned -

" Casaubon here truly observes, asserting, that the Pharisees were betwesn: -
the Essens and Sadducees, and did only so far- aseribe all to fate, or*
Tons.” Howeve, hee peplenca way of ko sbout Ate, or Frov.
tions. Howaever, their perpl i t- or Provi-
dence, as om-mimg thingun:z it .co y: thought they ‘wers: -

willing to excuse their sins by asoribing thom %o fate asin the Aposto--

Mae,wnlti?iﬁwq B. vi. ¢ vi. Perbaps under the same general name,

OL. . . 8 ‘
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But the sect of the Essens affirm, that fate governs all things,
and that nothing befalls men but what is according to its de-
termination. And for the Sadducees, they take awag fate,
and say there is no such thing, and that the events of human
affairs are not at its disposal, but they suppose that all our ac-
tions are in our own poyer, so that we are ourselves the causes
of what is Food, and receive what is evil from our own folly.
However, I have given a_more exact account of these opin-
jons in the second book of the Jewish War. . N
10. Butnow the generals of Demetrius being willing to re-
cover the defeat they had had, gathered a greater army to-
getherthan they had before, and came against Jonathan; butas
soon as he was informed of their coming, he went suddenly to
meet them, to the country of Hamoth, for he resolved togive
them no oRportunity of coming into Judea, so he pitched his
camp at fifty furlongs distance from the enemy, and sent out
spies to take a viewof their camp,and after what manner they
were encamped. When his spies had given him full informa-
tion, and had seized upon some of them by night, who told
him the enemy would soon attack him, be, thus apprized be-
forehand, provided for his security, and placed watchmen be-
zond his camp, and kept all bis forces armed all night ; and
e gave them a charge to be of good courage, and to have
their minds prepared to fight in the night-time, if they should
be obliged so to do, lest their enemies’ designs should seem
conicealed from them. But when Demetrius’ commanders
were informed, that Jonathan knew what they intended, their
counsels were disordered, and it alarmed them to find that the

enemy had discovered those their intentions ; nor did the
expect to overcome thém any other way, now they had fail-
ed in the snares they had laid for them, for should they ha-
zard an open battle, they did not think they should be a
match for Jonathan’s army, so they resolved to fly ; and hav-
ing lighted man{ fires, that when the enemy saw tflem, they
might suppose they were there still, they retired. But when
Jonathan came to give them battle in the morning in their
camp, and found it deserted, and understood they were fled,

sorbe difference of opinions in this point might be propagated, asis ve
common in ali parties, esggciallyg: poiuts of mgmgl?gicnl subtilie; ry
- however, our Josephus, who in his heart was a great admirer of the
¥°iety of d},e E}ssens. was yét in ‘practice a Pharisee, as he himself in-
rms us in his own life, sec. 2. vol. iv. Aund his account of his doctrine
of the Pharisees, is for certain ble to his own opinion, who ever
both fully allowed the freedom of human actions, and yet strongly believ- '
ed the powerful “mdﬁon of Divine Providence. See concerning
this matter a re le clause. Antig.. B. xvi. c. xi. sec. 7. vol. ii.

Ve
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he pursued them, yet he could not overtake them, for they
had already over the river Eleutherus, and were out
of danger. gowhen Jonathan was returned thence, he went
_ into Arabia, adnd Ifon;gll:t against ;‘l:ea .‘.I.al?ateam,]antli drove

away a great deal of their prey, took [ many] captives,

and{:ame to Damascus, and there sold off t[hat which he had
taken. About the same time it was, that Simon his brother,
went over all Judea, and Palestine, as far as Askelon, and
_fortified the strong holds ; and when he had made them very
strong, both in the edifices erected, and in the garrisons
_placed in them, he came to Joppa, and when he had taken
it, he brou§ht a great garrison into it, for he heard that the
Beople of Joppa were disposed to deliver up the city to

emetrius’ generals. ,

11, When Simon and Jonathan had finished these affairs,
they returned to Jerusalem, where Jonathan gathered all the
people together, and took council to restore the walls of Je-
‘rusagem, and to rebuild the wall that encompassed the tem-
ple, which had been thrown down, and to make the places
adjoining stronger by very high towers ; and besides that, to
build another wall in the midst of the city, in order to ex-'
clude the market-place from the garrison which was in the ci-

. -tadel, and by that means to hinder them from any plenty of
“provisions ; and moreover, to make the fortresses that were
‘in the country inuch stronger, and more defensible, than they
were before. And when these things were approved of b
the multitude, as riibtl Proposed, Jonathan himself too
"care of the building that be onged to the city, and sent Simon
away to make the fortresses in the country more secure than
formerly. But Demetrius passed over [ Euphrates,] and came
into Mesopotamia, as desirous to retain that country still, as
well as Babylon ; and when he should have obtained the do-
minion of the upper provinces, to lay a foundation for reco-
vering his entire kingdom ; for those Greeks and Macedon-
"ians who_dwelt there, frequently sent ambassadors to him,
and promised, that ifie would come to them, they would de-
liver themselves up to him, and assist him in fighting against
, Arsaces, the king of the’ Parthians.* So he was elevated
“with these hopes, and came hastily tothem, ashaving resolved
‘that, if he had once overthrown the Parthians, and gotten

# This king who wasof the famous race of Arsaces, is both here,

- and 1 Maccab. xiv. 2, called by the family name Arsaces; but Appian

_says, his proper name was Phraates. He is here also called by Jpose

. phus, the king of the Pasthians, as the Greeks used to call them, but by

the elder author of the first book of Maccabees, the king of the Persians

and Medes, according to the language of the eastern nations, See Ag.
cheut, Rez. part ii. 1103, ‘ o .
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axt army of his own, he would make war against Tryphon,
and eject him-out of Syria ; and the people of that count
received him with great alacrity. So he raised forces, wi
.which he fought against Arsaces, and lost all his army, and
was himself taken alive, as we have elsewhere related. -

OHAPTHEHR VI.

HOW JONATHAN WAS SLAIN BY TREACHERY : AND HOW THERE-
UPON THE JEWS MADE S8IMON THEIR GENERAL AND HIGH
PRIEST : WHAT COURAGEOUS ACTIONS ALSO HE PERFORMED,
ESPECIALLY AGAINST TRYPHON.

1, Now when Tryphon knew what had befallen Demetrius,
he was no longer firm to Antiochus, but contrived by subtlety
to kill him, and then take possession of his kingdom ; but
the fear that he was in of Jonathan, was an obstacle to this his
design, for Jonathan was a friend to Antiochus, for which
cause he resolved first to take Jonathan out of the way, and
then to set about his de;iﬂgn relating to Antiochus : but he judg-
ing it best to take him off by deceit and treachery, came from
Antioch to Bethshan, which by the Greeks is called Scytho-

- polis, at which place Jonathan met him with forty thousand
chosen men, for he thought that he came to fight him ; but

- when he pesceived that Jonathan was ready to fight, he at-
tempted to gain him by presents, and kind treatment, and
gave order to his captains to obey him, and by these means
was desirous to give him assurance of his good-will, and (o
take away all suspicions outof his mind, that so he might
make him careless and inconsiderate, and might take him
when he was unguarded. He also advised him to dismiss his
army, because there was no occasion for bringing it with
him when there was no war, but all was in peace. 'How-
ever, he desired him to retain a few about him, and go with
him to Ptolemais, for that he would deliver the city up to
him, and would bring all the fortresses that were in the coun-
try under his dominion ; and he told him that he came with
those very designs. -

2. Yet did not Jonathan suspect any thing at all by this his
mn&ement, but believed that Tryphon gave him this advice
out of kindness, and with a sincere design. Accordingly, he

- dismissed his army, and retained no more than three thou-
sand of them with him, and left two thousand in Galilee, and
he himself, with one thousand, came with Tryphon to Ptole-
mais¢ but when the people of Ptolemais had shut their

tes, as it had been commanded them by Tryphon to do,
took - Jonathan alive, and slew all that were with him.
He also sent soldiers against those two thousand that were

\
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4 shall avenge their blood upon our enemies, and deliver
you all, with your wives, and children, from the injuries
they intend against you, and, with God’s assistance, to pre-
serve your temple from destruction by them, for I see that
these nations have you in contempt, as being without a go-
vernor, and that they thence are encouraged to make war
against you.” -

4. By this speech of Simon’s, he inspired the multitude
with courage, and as they had been before dispirited through
fear, they were now raised to a good hope of better things,
insomuctf, that the whole multitude of the people cried out
-all at once, that Simon should be their leader; and that in-
stead of Judas and Jonathan his brethren, he should have the
government over them ; and they promised that they would
readily obey him in whatsoever he should command them.
So he got together immediately all his own soldiers that were
fit for war,and made baste in rebuilding the walls of the
cgg ; and strengthened them by very hiﬁh and strong towers;
and sent a friend of his, vne Jonathan, the son of Absalom, to
Joppa, and gave him order to eject the inhabitants out of
the city, for he was afraid lest they should deliver up the
city to Tryphon, but he himself staid to secure Jerusalem.

6. But Tryphon removed from Ptolemais with agreatarmdy,
and came into Judea, and brought Jonathan with him in bonds.
Simon also met him with his army at the city Adida, which
is upon a hill, and beneath it lie the plains of Judea. And
when Tryphon knew that Simon was by the Jews made their
governor, he, sent to him, and would have imPosed upon him
By deceit and treachery ; and desired him if he would have
his brother Jonathau released, that he would send him a hun-
‘dred talents of silver, and two of Jonathan’s sons as hosta-
(gigs, that when he shall be released, he may not make Ju-

a revolt from the king, for that at present he was kept in

onds on account of the money’he had borrowed from the
king,.and now owed it to him. But Simon was aware of the
craft of Tryphon, and although he knew that if he gave him

+ the meney he should lose it, and that Tryphon would not set
his brother tree, and withal should deliver the sons of Jona~
than to the enemy, yet because he was afraid that he should
have a.calumny nised against him among the multitude ag
the cause of his brother’s death, if he neithier gave the mo-
ney, nor sent Jonathan’s sons, he gathered his army together,
and told them what offers T'ryphon bad made ; and added
this, that the offers were ensnaring.and treacherous, and yet
it was more eligible to send the mone‘y and Jonathan’s sons,
than to be liable to the imputation of not complying with
Tryphon's offers, and thereby refusing to slav'egis‘brqthei'.
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free frotn their havery under the Macedanians, and permit-
. ted thew to pey tribute o them no longer ; which liberty and
‘freedom from tribute they obtained after one bandred and.
seventy years of the kingdom of the Assyrians ;* which was
after Seleucus, who was called Nicator, got the deminion
over Syria. Now the affection of the multitude toward
Simon was so great, that in their contracts one with another,
and in theéit public records, they: wrote, * In the first year of’
Simon, the benefaetor and ethnarch of the Jews ;” for un-
der him they were very happy, and overcame the enemies
that were round about them, for Simon overthrew the city
Gazara,and Joppa, and Jamnia. He also took the citader -
of Jerusalem by siege, and cast it down to the ground, that
‘it might not be any more a place of refuge to their enemies
when they took it, to do them a mischief, as it had been till
now. And when he had done this, he thought it their best
way, and most for theil advantage, to level the very moun-
tain itself upon which that citadel happened to stand, thatso
the temple might be higher than it. And indeed, when he -
had called the multitude to an assembly, he persuaded them
to have it o demolished, and this by putting them in mind
what miseries they bad suffered by ifs garrison, and the Jew-
ish desetters, and what miseries they might hereafter suffer,
in case any foreigner should obtain the ingdom,. and put a
garrison into that citadel. This speech induced the multi-
fode to a compliance, because he exhorted themn to nothing
‘but what was for their owngood : so they all sat themsgelves
to the work, and levelled the mountain, and in that work
spent both éaymd night, without any intermission, which
cost them three whole years before 1t was removed, and
brought to an entire level with the plain of the rest of the
city.  After which, the témple was the highest of all the
bmig(i;mjgs. now. the citadel, as well as the mountain whereon
it stood, were demolished. And these actions were thus per-
formed under Simon.

‘ ® These 170 years of the Agsyrians mean ne more, as-Josephus ex-
plains himself here, than from the zra of Seleuous, which, as it is known
to have begun in the 312th year before the Chnstian ®ra, from its
springin the first book of Maccabees, and from its autumn im the second
book of Maccabees, so did it not begin at Babylon till the next spring,

_ inthe 311th year. See Prid. at the year 312  And itis rtuly observed

by Dr. Hudson on-this place, that the Syrians and "Assyrians are some-
times confounded in ancient authors, ding to the words of Justin
the epitomiser of Trogus Pompeius; who says. that « the Assyrians were
afterwards called Syrians.” B. i ¢. xi. See of the War, B. v. c. ix. sec.
4. vol. vi. where the Philistines themselves, at the south limit of Syria,
in its utmost extent, are called Assyrians by Josephus, as Spanheim
observes, .
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HOW SINON CONFEDERATED HIMSELF WITH ANTIOCHUS PIUS,
AND MADE WAR AGAINST TRYPHON : AND A LITTLE AFTER-
WARDS AGAINST CENDEBEUS, THE GENERAL OF ANTIOCHUS’
ARMY : AS ALSO'HOW SIMON WAS MURDERED BY HIS SON-IN
LAW, PTOLEMY, AND THAT BY TREACHERY. :

1. Now a little while after Demetrius had been carried
into captivity,* Tryphon his governor, destroyed Antiochus,}
the son of Adexander, who was called the god,} and this
when he had reigned four years, though he gave it out that
he died under the hands of the surgeons. He then sent his

# It nust here be diligently noted, that Josephus’ copy of the first
book of Maccabees, which he had so carefully followed, and faithfully
- abridged as far as the 50th verse of the twelfth chapter, seemns there to
have ended. What few things there are aftertvards common to both,
might probably be learned by hitn from some other more imperfect re-
cords. However, we must exactly observe here, what the remaining
part of that bank of the Maccabees informs us of, and what Josephus
would never have omitted, had his copy contained so much, that this
Simon the Great, the Maccabes, made a league with Antiochus Soter,
- the son of Demetrius Soter, and brother of the other Demetrius who was
now a captive in Parthia: that’ upon his comiug to the crown, about
- the 140th year before the Christian ra, he granted dgxeat privileges to
the Jewish nation, and to Sinon their high-priest and ethnarch, which
. privileges Simon seems to have taken of his own accord about three
years before. In particular, he gave hum leave to- coin money for his
- country with his awn stamp: and as concerning Jerusalem, and the
sanctuary, that they should%e free, or, as the vulgar Latin hath it, holy
and free, 1 Maccab. xv. 6, 7, which I take to be the true reading, as
being the very words of his father's concession offered to Jonathan sev-
eral years before, c. x. 31, and Antiq. B. xiii. ¢. ii. sec. 3. vol. iii. Now
what makes these dates and these grants, greatly remarkable, is the
state of the remaining genuine shekels of the Jews with Samaritan cha-
» Tacters, which seem to have been (most of them at least) coined in.tho
four first yearsof this: 8imon the Asmonean, and having upon them
these words on one’ side, Jerusalem the holy, and on the reverse. Iu
the year of freedom, 1, or 2, or 3, or 4, which shekels, therefore are ori-
ginal monuments of these times, and undeniable marks of the truth of
the history in these chapters, hit be in great measure omitted by
4 0s. - See Essav on the Old Test. p 157, 158. The reason why
1 'umn,tht his copy of the ﬁmbees wanted these chap-
ters, than his swn ‘eopies ure here imperfect, is this, that all their
contents are not here omitted, thougm much the greatest ortrt be.
+ How T killed this Antiachus, the epitome of Livy informs
us, c. Iv. viz. that he corrupted his physicians or surgeons, whwo falsely
“pretending to the people that he was tYerit;hing with the stone, as they
cut him for it; killed him; which exactly agrees with Josephus.
1 ‘That this Antiochus, the son:of Alexander Balas, was called the
god, is avident from his coins, which, Spanheim assures us, bear this:in
scription, king Antiochus the god, Epiphanes the victorious. -

.
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friends, and those ‘that were most intimate with him to the
soldiers ; and promised that he would give them a great deal
of money, if they would make him king. He intimated to
them that Demetrius was made a captive by the Parthians ;
and that Demetrius’ brother Antiochus, if he came to be king,
would do them a great deal of mischief, in wa{ of revenge
for their revolting from his brother = So the soldiers, in ex-
ctation of the wealth they should get by bestowing the king-
om on Try({:hon, made him their ruler. However, when
Tryphon had gained the manageément of affairs, he demon-
strated his disposition to be wicked ; for while he was a pri-
vate person, he cultivated a familiarity with the multitude,
and pretended to great moderation, and so drew them on
artful |¥1 to whatsoever he pleased; but when be had once
taken the kingdom, he laid aside any farther dissimulation, and
was true Tryphon, which behaviour made his enemies supe-
rior to him, for the soldiery hated him, and revolted from him
to Cleopatra, the wife of .Demetrius, who was then shut up
in Seleucia with her children. But as Antiochus, the brother
of Demetrius, who was called Soter, was not admitted by any
of the cities, on account of Tryphon,Cleopatra sent to him,
and invited him to marry her, and take the kingdom. The
reasons why she made this invitation were these : that her
friends persuaded her to it, and that she was afraid for her-
self, in case some of the people of Seleucia should deliver
- up the city to Trypbon.

2. As  Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, and his forces
increased every day, he marched to fight Tryphon ; and*hav-
ing beaten him in the battle, he ejected him out of the Up-
per Syria into Phenicia, and pursued him thither, and be-
siegedy him in Dora, which was a fortress hard to be taken,

whither be had fled. He also sent ambassadors to Simon,
the Jewish high-priest, about a league of triendship and mu-
tual assistance ; who readily accepted of the invitation, and
sent to Antiochusgreat sumsof money and J)rovisions forthose
that besieged Dora, and thereby supplied them very plenti-
fully, so that for a little while he was looked upon as one of
his most intimate friends ; but still Tryphon fled from Dora
to Apamia, where be was taken during the siege, and put
to death, when he had reigned three years. ,

3. However, Antiochus forgot the kind assistance that Si-
mon had afforded him in his necessity; by reason of his covet-
ous and wicked disposition, and committed an army of sol-
diers to his friend Cendebeus, and sent him at once fo ravage
Judea, and to seize Simon. When Simon heard of Antiochus’
breaking his league with him, although he werenow in years,

N
«
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yet, provoked with the unjust treatment hehad met with from
Antiochus, and taking a resolution brisker than his age could
... well bear, he went,like a young man,to act as general of bis
"% army. He also sent his sons before, among the most hardy
of his soldiers, and he himself marched on with his army an-
other way, and laid many of his men in ambushes in the nar~
row valleys between the mountains ; nor did he fail of success
in any one of his attempts, but was too hard for his enemies
- inevery one of them. So he led the rest of his life in peace,.
did also himself make a league with the Romans,
4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all eight years: but.
at a feast, came to his end. [t was caused by the treachery
- of his son-in-law Ptolemy ; who caught also his wife, and two
of his sons, and kept them in bonds. He also sent some to
kill John, the third son, whose name was Hyrcanus ; but the
oung man perceiving thein coming, he avoided the danger
- he was in from them, and made haste into the city [Jerusa-
lem,] as relying on the good-will of the multitude, because
of the benefits they had veceived from :is father, and be-
cause of the hatred the same multitude bore to Ptolemy, so
that when Ptolemy was endeavouring to enigr the city b
@ another gate, they drove him away, as baving already ad-
mitted Hyrcanus.

erxre—
OHAPTER VIII.

HYRCANUS RECHIVES THE HIGH-PRIESTHOOD, AND EJECTS
PTOLEMY OUT OFf THE COUNTRY. ANTIOCHUS MAKES WAR
AGAINST HYRCANUS, AND AFTERWARDS MAKES A LEAGUE
WITH HINM. )

1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses that was
above Jericho, which was cglled Dagon : but Hyrcanys hav-
ing taken the priesthood that had been his father’s before,
and in the first place propitiated God by sacrifices, he then
made an expedition against Ptolemy ; and when he made his
attacks upon the place, in other points he was too hard for
him, but was readered weaker than he by the commiseration
he had for his mother and brethren, and by that only, for

#* Here Josephus begins to follow, and abridge the next sacred He-
JDrew book, styled in the end of the first book of Maccabees, “ The
‘Chronicle of John [ Hyrcanus'] higle-priesthood,” but in some of the Greek
copies, * the fourth book of Maccabees.” A Greek version of this ¢hro-
nicle was extant not very long ago, in the days of Santus Pagninus ; aod
Sixtus Senensis, at Lyous, though it seemsto have been there burnt, and
0 be now utterly lost. See Sixtus Senensis’ account of it, and of ita
wany Hebraisms, and its great a%aomen; with Josephus’ abridgment.
in the Authen. Rec. part. i. p. 206, 207, 208. SO .
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Ptolemy brought them upon the wall; and tormented them in
the si tom and threatened that he would throw them
down Junless Hyrcanus would leave off the siege.
And as bhe thought, that so far as he relaxed as to the siege
and taking of the place, so much favour did he show to those
that were dearest to him, by preventing. their misery, his
zeal about it was cooled. However, his mother spread out
her.hands, and begged of him that he would not grow remiss
on her account, but indulge his indignation so much the more,
and that he would do his utmost to take the place quickly,
‘in order to 'ﬁet the enemy under his power, and then to
avenge u im what he had done to those that were dearest
- to himself; for that death would be to her sweet, though with
torment, o that. enemy of theirs might but be brought to
fmnishment for his wicked dealings to them. Now when
his mother said so, he resolved to take the fortress imme-
*diately ; but when he saw her beaten, and torn to pieces, his
courage failed him, and he could not but sympathize with
what his mother suffered, and was thereby overcome. And
as the siege was drawn out into length by this means, that
year in which the Jews use to rest came on, for the Jews
observe this rest every seventh year, as they do every seventh
day ; so that Ptolemy being for this cause released from the
war,* he slew the brethren of Hyrcanus, and his mother : and
when he had so done, be fled to Zeno, who was called Coty-

las, whe was then the tyrant of the city of Philadelphia.
2. But Antiochus being very uneasy at the miseries that
Simonhad brought upon him, he invaded Judea, in the foyrth
{lear of his reign, and the first .year of the principality of
[yrcanus, in the bundred and sixty-second Olympiad,t And

# Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent hign-priest, John
Hyrcanus, the observation of the Sahbatic year, as Josephus supposed,
required a rest from war, as did that of the weekly Sabbath from work ;
1 mean this, unless in the case of necessity, when the Jews were atacked
by their enemies, in which case indeed, and in which alone they then
aﬁowod defensive fighting to be lawful eyen on the Sabbath-day, as we
see in several places of Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. c.-vi. sec. 2. B. xiii,
c. i. sec. 8. vol 1ii. Of the War, B. i. c. vii. sec. 3.vol.v. Butthen it
.must be noted, that this rest from the war no way appeamsin the firgt .
book of Maccabees, chap. xvi. but the direct contrary; though indeed
the Jews, in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture upon
fighting on the Sabbath-day, even in the defence of. their own lives, till
the Asmoneans or decreed so te do, 1 Maecab. ii. 32—41.
Antig. B. xi. c. vii. sec. 2.

+ Josephus’ copies, both Greek. and Latin, havi?'hem a gross mis-

. take, when they say, that this first year of. Jebn Hyrcanus, which wa
- have just now seen to have beeu a Sabbatic year, was in the 162ad
Olymiad, whereas it was for certain the second year of the 161st. Sce
the like before, B. xii. c. vii. sec. 6. -
.
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when he had burnt the country, be shut up Hyrcanus in the
city, which he e assed round with seven encampuments,
but just nothing at the first, because of the strength of the wall,
and use of the valour of the besieged, although they were
once in want of water, which yet they were delivered from
B{ a large shower of rain, which fell at the setting of the
eiades.* However, about the north part of the wall, where
ithappened the city was upon a level with the outward ground
ing raised a hundred towers of three stories high, an
placed ies of soldiers upon them, and as he made his at-
tacks every day, he cut a double ditch,deep and broad, and
confined the inhabitants within it as within a wall ; but the
besieged contrived to make frequent sallies out, and if the
eneiny were not any where upon their guard, fell upon them,
and did them a great deal of mischief, and if they perceived
them, they then retired into the city with ease. But be-
cause Hyrcanus discerned the inconvenience of so great a
number of men in the city, while the provisions were the
- sooner spent by them, and yet, as is natural to suppose, those
great numbers did nothilf;he separated the useless part, °
and excluded them out of the city, and retained that part only
which were in the flower of thelr age, and fit for war. How-
ever, Antiochus would not let those that were excluded
away, who, therefore, wandering about between the walls,
and consuming away by famine, died miserably ; but when
the feast of tabernacles was at hand, those that were within
commiserated their condition, and received them in again.
And when Hyrcanus sent to Antiocbus, and desired there
might be a truce for seven days, because of the festival, he -
gave way to this piety toward , and made that truce ac-
cordingly ; and besides that, he sent in a magnificent sacri:
fice, bulls with their horns gilded,} with all ‘sorts of sweet
spices, and with cups of gold and silver. So those that were
at the gates received the sacrifices trom those that brought
them, and led them to the temple, Antiochus the mean while
feasting his army ; which was a quite different conduct from

of'H This heliaclg setting l:rf th;l:lleiade‘;, or seven sn&rmg v;n in' the da;

nus and J us, early in the spring, about February, the
time{olt?athe latter m(::e& Judea ; and thls,'sl;nﬁ.r as I remember, is the
only astronomical character of time, besides one eclipse of the moon in
the reign of Herod, that we meet with in all Josephus, the Jews being
little accustomed to astronomical ob'e;yution:. any farther than for the
uses of their kalendar, and utterly forbidden those astrological uses which
the heathens com made of them.

+ Dr. Hudson tells us here, that this custom of gilding the homs of
those oxen that were to be sacrificed, is a known thing, both in the poets

and orators.
Ydl: LIL ]
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" Antiothus Epipbarnies, who, when be had taken the city,
offered swine upon the altar, and sprinkled the temple with
the broth-of their flesh, in order to violate the laws of the
Jews, and the religion they derived from their forefathers,
for which reason our nation made war with him, and would

 pever be reconciled to him : but for this Antiocl’ms, all men

called him ‘Antiochus the Pious, for the great zeal he had
about religion. . . ’

3. Accordingly, Hyrcanus took this moderation of his kind-
ly ; and when he understood how religious he was toward
t{e Deity, he sent an embassage to hiw, and desired that he
would restore the settiements they received from their fore-
fathers. So he rejected the counsel of those that would have
him utterly destroy the nation, by reason of their way of liv-
ing, which was to others unsociable, and did not regard what
they said.* But being persuaded that all they did was out
of a religious mind, he answered the ambassadors, that if the
besieged would deliver up their arms, and pay tribute for
"Joppa, and the other cities which bordered upon Judea, and

- admit a garrison of his, on these terms, he would make war
‘against tﬁ:m no longer:  But the Jews, although they were
‘content with the other conditions, did not agree to admit the
garrison, because they could not associate with other peo-
ple, nor converse with them ; yet were they willing instead
of the admission of the ﬁarrison, to give him hostages, and
five hundred talents of silver ; of which they paid down three
hundred, and sent the hostaies immediately, which king An-
tiochusaccepted. One of those hostages was Hyrcanus’ bro
ther: but still he broke down the fortifications that encom-
Passed the cligy : and ugon'these conditions Antiochus raised
the siege, and departed. )

- 4, But Hyrcanus openead the sepulchre of David, who ex-
‘celled all other kings in riches, and took out of it three thou-
sand talents. - He was also the first of the Jews that, rél{ing
‘on this wealth, maintaihed foreign troops. There wasalsoa
league of friendsbigland mutual assistarice, made between
them : upon which Hyrcanus admitted him into the city, and
furnished 'him with whatsoever his army wanted, in great
glepty, and witl;dgreat generosity, and marched along with

im when he made an expedition against the Parthians ; ef
which Nicolaus of Damascus is a witness for us ; who in his
history writes thus : * When ‘Antiochus had erected a trophy

. ® This account in Josepbus, that the t Antiochus was

/ n;ded."\hwgh in vain, mm'mﬁd Pm ‘the Jews, but ml::‘:;
¥hem off utterly, is fully confirmed.by Dio Sioelus; in Photius® &x-
tracts out of his 34th book.
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at the river Lycus, upon his conquest of Indates; the general
of the Parthizg,si:e stayed there two days. It was at the
-desire of Hyrcanus the Jew, because it was such a festival
derived to them from their forefathers, whereon the law of
the Jews did not allow them totravel.” " And truly he did not
speak falsely in saying 80 for that festival, which we call Pen-
tecost, did then fa{l out to be next day to the Sabbath: nor is
" it lawful for us to journey either on the Sabbath-day, orona
festival-day.* But when Antiochus joined battle with Arsaces,
the kintgo Parthia, he lost a great part of his.army, and was
himselt” slain : and his brother Demetrius succeeded in the
kingdom of Syria, by the permission of Arsaces, who freed
him from his_captivity at the same time that Antiochus at- -
tacked Parthia, as we have formerly related elsewhere. .

OHAPTER IX.

HOW, AFTER THE DEATH OF ANTIOCHUS, HYRCANUS MADE AN
EXPEDITION AGAINST SYRIA, AND MADE A LEAGUE WITH THE
ROMANS. CONCERNING THE DEATH OF KING DEMETRIUS,
AND ALEXANDER.

L. Bor when Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antiochus,
he presently made an expedition against the cities of Syria,
hoping to find them destitute of fighting men, and of such as
were able to defend them. However, it was not till the sixth
month that he took Medaba, and that not without the great
distress of his army. After this he took Samega, and the
neighbouring cﬁ»laces ; and besides these, Shechem, and Ge-
rizzim, and the. nation of the Cutheans, who dwelt at the
temple which Alexander permitted Sanballat, the general of
his army, to build, for the sake of Manasseh, who was son-
in-law to Jaddua the high-priest, as we have formerly re
lated ; which temple was now deserted two bundred years
after it was built.  Hyrcanus took also Dora, and Marissa.
cities of 1dumea, and subdued all the Idumeans’; and pet
mitted them to.stay in that country, if they. would circum
cise their genitals, and make use of the laws of the Jaws,
and they were so desirous of living in the country of their
forefathers, that they submitted to the use of circumcision,
and of the rest of the Jewistr ways of living, at which time,

* The Jews were not ta march or journey.on the Sabbath, or on such
a great -fostival .as was equivalent to the. Sabbath, auy further than, a
Sgpbatbgay’sl journey, or 2000 cubits;-see the note on.Antig, B.: xx, c.
wiii. sec. 6. vol. v, . o
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therefore, this befell them, that they were hereafter no other
than Jews.* L
+2. But Hyrcanus; the high-priest, was desirous to renew
that league of friendship they bad with the Romans. Ac-
cordingly, he sent an embassage to them : and when the se-
nate had received their epistle, they made a league of friend-
ship with them, after the following manner: * Fanius, the son
of Marcus the prator, dgathered the senate together on the
eighth day before the ides of February, in the senate-house,
when Lucius Manlius, the son of Lucius, of the Mentine tribe,
and Caius Sempronius, the son of Caius, of the Falerian tribe,
were present. The occasion was, that the ambassadors sent
by the people of the Jews,t Simon the son of Dositheus, and
Apollonius, the son of Alexander, and Diodorus, the son of
Jason, who were good and virtuous men, had somewhat to
propose about that league of friendship and mutual assist-
ance which subsisted between them and the Romans, and
about other public affairs, who- desired that Joppa, and the
havens, and (tazara, and the springs [of Jordan,] and the se-
veral other cities and countries of theirs, which Antiochus
# This account of the Idumeans admitting circumeision, and the en-
tire Jewish law from this time, or from the days of Hyrcanus, is con-
firmed by their entire history afterwards. See Antig.B.xiv.c.viii. sec. .
1. B. xv. c. vii. sec. 9. vol. iil. Of the War, B. ii. c. ii1. sec. 1. B. iv. c.
iv. sec. & vol. v. This, in the opinion of Josephus, made them pros-
elytes of justice, orentire Jews as here and elsewhere, Antig. B. xiv.
<. viii. sec. 1. However Antigonus, the enemy of Herod, though Herod
was derived from such a proselyte of justice for several gemerations,
will allow him to be no more thana half Jew, B. xiv. c. xv. sec. 2. But
still, take out of Dean Prideaux, at the year 119, the words of Ammonius,
a grammarian, which fully confirm this account of the Idumeans in Jo-
sephus: ¢ The Jews, says he, are such by nature, and from the begin-
ing, whilst the Idumeans, were not Jews from the beginning, but Phee-
‘nicians, and Syrians ; but being afterwards subdued by the Jews, and
compelled to be circumcised, and to-unite into one nation, and be sub-
ject to the same laws, they were called Jews.” Dio also says, as the Dean
there quotes hin, from book xxxvi. p. 37, * That country is called Ju-
dea, and the people Jews - and this name is given also to as many others
as embrace their religion, though of other nations.” But then upon what
foundation so good a governor as Hyrcanus took upon him to compel
these Idumeans either ta become Jews or to leave their country, deserves
t consideration. I m%ose it was because they had long ago been
iven out of the land of Edom, and had seized on and possessed the
tribe of Simeon, and all the southern parts of the tribe of Judab, which
was the peculiar inheritance of the worsh‘spen of the true God, without
idolatry, as the reader may learn from d, part. i p. 154,
305, and from Prideaux, at the years 140 and 165. -
+ In this decres of the Roman senate, it seems, that these ambassa-
dors were sent from the veople of the Jews as well as froin theit prince
or high-priest, John Hyrcanus.
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had taken from them in the war, contrary to the decree of
the senate, might be restored to them ; and that it might not
" be lawful for the king’s troops to pass through their country,
and the countries of those that are subject to them : and that
what attempts Antiochus had made during that war, without
the decree of the senate, might be made void ; and that they
would send ambassadors, who should take care that restitu-
tion be made them of what Antiochus bad taken from them,
and that they should make an estimate of the country that
had been laid waste in the war ; and that they would grant
them letters of protection to'the kings, and free people, in
order to their quiet return home, 1t was, therefore, decreed,
as, to those points, to renew their league of friendship and
mutual agsistance with these good men, and who were sent
by agood and friendly people.” But that as to the letters
desired, their answer was, that the senate would consult about
that matter when their own affairs would give thém leave,
and that they would endeavour for the time to come, that no
Yike injury would be done them ; and that their pretor Fa-
hius, should give them money out of the public-treasury to
bear their expenses home. And thus did Fanius dismiss the
Jewish ambassadors, and give thern money out of the public
treasury ; and gave the decree of the sepate to those that
were to.conduct them, and to take care that they should re-
turn home in safety.

3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the hiqlopriest.
But as for king Demetrius, who bad a mind to make a war
against- Hyrcanus, there was no opportunity nor room for it,
while both.the Syrians, and the soldiers, bare ill-will to him,
because he was an ill man. Butwhenthey had sent ambas-
sadors to Ptolemy, who was called Physepn, that he would
send them one of the family of Seleucus, in order to take the
kiogdom, and be had sent them Alexander, who was called
Zebina, with an army, and there had been a battle between
them, Demetrius was beaten in the fight, and fled to Cleopa-
tra, his wife, to Plolemais, but his wife would not receive him.
He went thence to. Tyre,and was there caught, and when
he had suffered much from his.enemies before his death, he
was slain by.them. So-Alexander took' the kingdom, and
made a league with Hyrcanus, who yet, when he afterwards -
fought with Aotiochus, the son of Demetrius, who.was called
Grypus, was also beaten in the fight and slain.

Vol. III. 9*
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OHAPTER X.
‘HHOW UPON THE QUARREL BETWEEN ANTIOCHUS GRYPUS, AND
ANTIOCHUS CYZICENUS, ABOUT THP KINGDOM, HYRCANUS
TOOK SAMARIA, AND UTTERLY DEMOLISHED IT ; AND HOW

HYRCANUS JOINED HIMSELF TO THE SECT OF THE SADDU-
CEES, AND LEFT THAT OF THE PHARISEES.

1. WaEN Antiochus had taken the kingdom, he was afraid
to make war against Judea, because he heard that his bro-
ther by the same mother, who was also called Antiochus.
. was raising an army against him out of C{zicum, so he staid

in his own land, and resolved to prepare himself for the at-
tack he expected from his brother, who was called Cyzice-
nus, because he bad been brought up in that city. He was
" the son of Antiochus that was called Soter, who'died in Pary

- thia. He was the brother of Demetrius, the father of Grypus,
for it had so happened, that one and the same Cleopatra was
married to two who were brethren, as we have related else-
where. But Antiochus Cyzicenus coming into Syria, con-
tinued many years at war with his brother. Now, Hyrca-
nus hved all this while in*peace ; for after the death of An-
tiochus, he revolted from the Macedonians, nor did he any
longer pay them the least regard, either as their subject, oz,
their. friend, but his affairs were in a very im%r:vmg and
flourishing condition in the times of Alexander Zebina, and
especially under these brethren, for the war which they had
with one another, gave Hyrcanus the opportunity of enjoy- -
ing himself in Judea quietly, insomuch that he got an im-
mense quantity of money. However, when Antiochus Cy-
zicenus distressed his land, he then openiy showed whathe
meant. And when he saw that Antiochus was destitute of
Egyptian auxiliaries, and that both he and his brother were
in an ill condition in the stmggles they had one with ano-
ther, be despised them beth. : .

2. So he made an expedition against Samaria, which was
a very strong city ; of whose present name, Sebaste, and its
rebuilding by Herod, we shall speak at a proper time : but
he made his attack against it, and besi it with a_great
deal of pains ; for he was greatly displeased with the Sa-
maritans for the injuries they had done to the people of Ma-
rissa, a colony of the Jews, and confederate with them, and

* Dean Prideaux takes notice at the year 130, that Justin, in agree-
ment with Josephus says “ The power of the Jews was now grown so
g:at. thnmaﬁer thi; '::tio';:x;s, would not b“:f“ Macedonian

. Xing over them, an t set up & govemnment ir own, a2Q
infested Syria with great wars.” i
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“this in com(gliance to the kings of Syria. When he had,
therefore, drawn a ditch, and built double walls reund the
city, which were fourscore furlongs long, be set his sons An-
tigonus and Aristobulus over the siege, which brought the
Samaritans to that great distress by famine, that they were
forced to eat what used not to be eaten, and to call for An-
tiochus Cyzicenus to help them, who came readily to their
assistance, but was beaten by Aristobulus ; and when he was
pursued as faras Scythopolis by the two brethren, he got away ;
so they returned to Samaria, and shut them again within
wall, till they were forced to sead for the same Antiochusa
second time to help them, who procuied about six thousand
“men from Ptolemy Lathyrus, which were sent him without his
wother’s consent, who had then in a manner turned him out
of'his government. With these Egyptians, Antiochus did at
first overrun and ravage the country of Hyrcanus after the
manner of a robber, for he durst not meet him in the face to
fight with him, as not having an'army sufficient for that pur-
ose, but only from this supposal, that by thus harassing his
and, he should foree Hyrcanus to raise the siege of Samaria;
but because he fell into snares, and lost. many of his soldiers
therein, he went away to Tripoli, and committed the prosecu-
tion of the waragainst the Jews to Caliamander and Epicrates.
3. But as to Caliamander, he attacked the enemy too
rashly, and was put to flight, and destroyed immediatel{;
- and as to Epicrates, he was such a lover of money, that he
openly betrayed Scytboqolis, and other places near it, to
the Jews, but was not able to make them raise the siege of
Samaria. And when Hyrcanus had taken that city, which
was not done till after a year’s siege, he was not contented .
with doing that only, but he demolished it entirely, and
brought rivulets to i*to drown it, for be dug such hollows as
might let the water run under it ; nay, he took ayay the very
marks that there had been such a city there.. Now a very
surprising thir:? is related of this high-priest Hyrcanus, how
God came to discourse with him : far they say that on the
very same day on which his sons fought with Antiochus Cyzi-
cenus, he was alone in the tem?le. as high-priest, offering in-
cense, and héard a voice, that “ his sons had just then over-
come Antiochus.” And- this he openl declJared‘ before all
the multitude upon his coming out of the temple ; and ac-
cordingly, it proved true ; and in this posture were the affairs
of Hyrcanus : '
4. Now it happened at this time, that not only those Jews
who were at Jerusalem and in Judea were in prosperity, but
also those of them that were at Alexandria, and in t, and
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practices.* This man said, *“ Since thou desirest to know the
truth, if thou wilt be righteous in eamest, lay down the high-
pniesthood, and content thyself with the civil government of
the people.” And when he desired to know for what cause
he t to lay down the hin-priesthood 7 the other replied,
‘¢ We have heard it from old men, that thy mother had been
a captive under the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes.” This
- story was false ; and Hyrcanus was provoked against him ;
and all the Phariseeshad a very great indignation against him.
6. Now there was one Jouathan, a_ very great friend of
Hyrcanus, but of the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions
are quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He told Hyr-
canus, that * Eleazer had cast such a reproach upon him, ac-
cording to the common sentiments of all the Pharsees, and
- that this would be made manitest if he would but ask them
the question, What punishment they thought this man de-
served ? for that he might depend upon it, that the reproach
was not laid on him as his crime deserved.” So the Phari-
sees made answer, that ** he deserved stripes and bonds, hut
that it did not seem right to punish reproaches with death.”
Apd indeed the Pharisees, even upon other occasions, are not
ﬂ)t to be severe in punishments. At this gentle sentence,
yrcanus was very angry, and thought thatthese men re.
proached him by their approbation. It was this Junathan
who cl.iefly irritated him, and influenced him so far, that he
made him leave the party of the Pharisees, and abolish the
decrees they had imposed on the people, and to punish those
that observed them. From_this source arose that hatred
which he and his sons met with from the multitude ; .but ot -
these matters we shall speak hereafter. What I would now
explain is this, that the Pharisees have delivered to the peo-
- ple agreat many observances by succession from their fa-
thers, which are not written in the laws of Moses ; and for
that reason it is that the Sadducees reject them, and say, that
we are to esteem those observant.es to be abligatory which
are in the written word, but are not to observe what are de-
rived from the tradition of our forefathers. And concerniny
‘these things it is that great disputes and differences bave
. risen among them, while the Sadducees are able to persuade
none but the rich, and have not the populace obsequious to
them, but the Pharisees have the multitude on their side.

* This slapder, that arose from a Pbarisee, has been preserved by
sheir successors the Rabbins to these later ages; for Dr. Hudson assures
us, that David Gants, in his chronology, S. pr. p 77, in Vorstiug's ver.
sion, relptes that Hyrcanus' mother was takep captive in mount Modith,
$ee c. xiji. sec. 6.
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But about these two sects, and that of the Essens, I have
treated accyrately in the second book of the Jewish affairs.
7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this sedition, he

after that lived happily, and administered the government
in the bestmaaner for thirty-one years,and then died ; leavi
behind him five sons.* He was esteewed by God worthy
the three greatest Egivileges, the government of his nation,
the dignity of the high-priesthood, and prophecy ; for God
was with him, and enabled bim to know futurities ; and to
foretell this in particular, that as to his two eldest sons, he
foretold that they would not long continue in the government
of public affairs: whose unhappy catastrophe will be worth
our description, that we may thence learn how very much
they were inferior to their father’s happiness.

‘ mm—

OHAPTEHR XI.

" HOW ARISTOBULUS, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT,

FIRST OF ALL PUT A DIADEM ON HIS HEAD, AND WAS MOST

BARBAROUSLY CRUEL TO HIS MOTHER AND HIS BRETHREN ;

AND HOW, AFTER HE HAD SLAIS ANTIGONUS,HE HIMSELF

DIED.

1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldest
son Aristobulus, intended to change the government into a

* Here ends the high-priesthood and the life of this excellent person
John Hyrcanus, and togetirer with him the holy theocracy, or divine
vernment of the Jewish nation, and its concomitant oracle of Urim.
ow follows the profane and tyrannical Jewish monarchy, first of the
A or M bees, and then of Herod the Great, the Iduinean,
till the coming of the Messiah. See the note on Antiq. B. iii. c. viii. sec.
9. Hear Strabo’s testi on this ion, B. xvi. p 761,772. « Those,
says hs, that succeaded Niom. contiguad for some time in earnest, both
in righteous actions, and in piety ; byt afterawhile there were others
‘that took upon them the high-priesthood ; at first superstitious, and after-
wards tyrannical persons. Such a prophet was ; and those that
succeeded him, beginning in a way not to be blamed, but changed for
the'worse. And when it openly ;&peamd that the government was be-
come tyrannical, Alexander was the first that set up himself for a
king ingtead of a priest; and his sops were Hyrcanus and Axistobulus.”
Al in agresment with Josephus, excepting this, that Strabo omits the
first king Aristobulus, who reigned but a single year, and seems hardly
%o have come to his knowledge. Now indeed” does Aristobulus, the
son of Alexander, pretend that the name of king was taken before his
father Alexander took it himself, Antig. B. xiv. c. iii. sec. 2. See alsa c.
xii. sec. 1, which favour Strabo also. And indeed if we may judge froin
the very different characters of the Egyptian Jews under high-priests,
and of the Palestine Jews under kings, in the two next centuries, wo
may well suppose, that the divine Shechinah was removed into Egypt,

and that the worshippers at the temple of Onias were better men than

those at the temple of Jerusalem.
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kiﬁEdoui, for 50 he vesolved-to do, first of all put a diadem
on his head, four hundred eighty and one years and three
" months after the people had been delivered from-the Baby-
lonish slavery, and were returned totheir own country again.
This Aristobulus loved his next brother Antigonus; and
treated him as his equal, but the others he bheld in bonds.
He also cast his mother into prison, because she disputed the
government with him, for Hyrcanus had left her to be mis-
tress of all. He also'proceeded to that degree of barbarity,
as to kill her in prison with hunger ; nay, he was alienated
from his brother Antigonus by calunnies, and added him to
the rest whom he stew, yet he seemed to bave an affection
for him, and made him above the rest, a partner with him in
the kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did not give cre-
dit to, partly because he loved him, and so did not give heed
to what was said against him, and partly because he thought
the reproaches were derived from the envy of the relaters.
But when Anti?nus was once returned from the army, and
that feast was then at hand, when they make tabernacles to
[the honour of ] God, it bappened that Aristobulus was fallen
sick, and that Antigonus went up most splendidly adorned,
and with his soldiers about him in their armour, to the tem-
ple, to celebrate the feast,and to put up many prayers for
the recovery of his brother, when some wicked persons, who
had a great mind to raise a difference between the brethren,
made use of this opportunity of the pompous apgearance of
Antigonus, and of the great actions which he had done, and
went to the king and spitefully aﬁg\‘avated the pompous show
of his at the feast, and pretended that all these circumstances
were not like those of a private person ; that these actions
were indications of an affectation of royal authority ; and that -
his coming with a strong body of men, must be with an in-
tention to kill him ; and that his way of reasoning was this,
that it was a silly thing in him, while it was in his power to
reign himself, to ‘look lﬂmn it as a great favour that he was
"honoured with a lower dignity by his brother.

~ 2. Aristobulus yierded to these imputations, but took care
both that ‘his brother should not suspect him, and that he
himself might not run the hazard of his own safety ; ‘so he
ordered his guards to ke in a certain place that was under
ground and dark, ghe himself then lying sick in the_tower
which was called Antonia,) and he commanded them. that in
case Antigonus came into him unarmed, they should not touch
any bodx, but if armed, they should kill "him ; yet did he
send to Antigonus, and desire that he would come unarmed :
but the queen, and those that had joined with ber in the plot
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_ tors, as if the servant had on purpose shed the blood on that
Pplace, Aristobulus heard it, ang':' uired what the matter was?
_ And as they did not answer him, he was the more earnest to
know what it was, it being natural to men to suspect that
what is thus concealed is very bad : so upon his threatening,
and forcing them by terrors o speak, they at length told him
the truth ; whereupon he shed many tears, in that disorder
of mind which arose from his consciousness of what he had
one, and gave a deep groan, and said, *“ I am not, therefore
perceive, to be concealed from Goci, in the impious and
horrid crimes I have been guilty of, but a sudden punishment
is coming upon me for the shedding the blood of my rela-
tions. And now, O thou mostimEudent body of mine, how long
wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die, in order to appease
the-ghost of my brother and mz mother ? Why dost thou not
g:)e it all up at once ? And why doI deliver up my blood,
p by drop, to those whom I have so wickedly murdered 2
In saying which last words, he died, having reigned a year.
He was called a lover of the Grecians: and had cop erred
many benefits on his own country, and made war against
Iturea, and added a great part of it to Judea, and compelled
the inhabitants, if they would continue in that country, to be
circumcised, and to live according to the Jewish laws. He was
a man of candour, and of great modesty, as Strabe
bears witness, in the name of Timagenes, who says thus :
** This man was a person of candour, and very serviceable to
the Jews, for he added a country to them, and obtained a
past of the nation of the Itureans for them, and bound them
to them by the bond of the circumcision of their genitals.”

——
CHAPTER XII.

HOW ALEXANDER, WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE GOVERNMENT,
. MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST PTOLEMAIS, AND THEN RAISED
. 'THE SIEGE OUT OF FEAR OF PTOLEMY LATHYRUS ; AND HOW
PTOLEMY MADE WAR AGAINST HIM, BECAUSE HE HAD SENT
- TO CLEOPATRA TO PERSUADE HER TO MAKE WAR AGAINST
. PTOLEMY, AND YET PRETENDED TO BE IN FRIENDSHIP WITH
HIM, WHEKN RE BEAT THE JEWS IN BATTLE. ‘
1.When Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who, b,
the Greeks, was called Alexandra, let his brethren out o
prison, (for Aristobulus had kept them in bonds, as we bave
said alread ,) and made Alexander Janneus king, who was
the superior in ageé, and in moderation. This child happen-
ed‘;o ll;?ted by hisfatl;erassoon as he was born, and coul®
ox. 1L 1

-
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‘ever be permitted to come into his father’s sight till he died.

The occasion of which hatred is thus reported : When Hyr-
canus chiefly loved the two eldest of his sons, Antigonus and
Aristobulus, God appeared to him in his sleep, of whom he
inquired, which of his sons should be his successor ? Upon
God’s representing to him the countenance of Alexander,
he wa&grieved that he was to be the beir of all his goods,
and suffered him to be brought up in Galilee.* However,
God did not deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aris-
tobulus, he certainly took the kingdom ; and one of his bro-
thers, who affected &e kingdom, he slew, and the other, who
chose to live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem.

2. When Alexander Tanneus had settled the government,
in the manner that he d1udg'ed best, he made an expedition
against Ptolemais ; and baving overcome the men in battle,
he shut them up in the city, and sat round about it, and be-
sieged it ; for of the maritime cities there remained only Pto-
lemais and Gaza to be conquered, besides Strato’s tower,
and Dora, which were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while
Antiochus Philometer, and Antiochus, who was called Cyzi-
cenus, were making war one against another, and destroying
one another’s armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no
assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with
this siege, Zoilus, who possessed Strato’s tower, and Dora,
and maintained a legion of soldiers, and on occasion of the
contest between the kings, affected tyranny himself, came
and brought some small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ;
nor indeed had the king such a friendship for them, as that
they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those
kings were in the case of wrestlers, who finding themselves
deficient in strength, and yet being ashamed to yield, put oft
the fight by laziness, by lying still as long as they can.
The only hope they had remaining, was from the kings of
Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cyprus,
and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go-
-vernment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother ; so the people |
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and desired him
to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now they were in
such danger, out of the hands of Alexander. And as the am-
bassadors gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into

# The reason why Hyrcanus suffered yot this son of his whom he gig
not love to come into Judea, but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee,
is suggested by Df. Hudson, that Galilee was not esteemed so happy
and well cultivated & country as Judea, Matt. xxvi. 73. John wii.452.
Acts. ii. 7, although another obvious reason occurs also, that he wasfax-
ther outof his sight in Galilee than he would have been in Jidea, |

P
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" Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the side of those
of Ptolemais ; asalso they said, that Zoilus, and besides these
the Sidonians, and many others would assist them, so he was
elevated at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as possible.

3. But in this interval, Demenetus,one that was of abilities
to persuade men to do as be would have them, and a leader
of the populace, made those of Ptolemais change their opin-
ions, and said to them, that * it was better to run the hazard
of being subject to the Jews, than to admit of evident slavery

' by delivering themselves up to a master; and besides that,
to havenot only a warat present, but to expect a muchgreater
war from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not overlook an
army raised by Ptolemy for himself out of the neighbourhood,
but would come against them with a great army of her own,
and this because she was labouring to eject her son out of
Cyprus also; that as for Ptolemg, if he fail of his hopes, he
can still retire to Cygms, but that they will be left in the -
greatest danger possible.” Now Ptolemy, although he had -
heard of the change that was matde ia people of Pto-

+ lemais, yet did he still go on with his voyage, and came to

the country called Sycamine, and there set his army on shore, -
This army of his in the whole, horse and foot together, were
about thirty thousand, with which he marched near to Pto-
lemais, there pitched his camp; but when the le of
Ptolemais, veither received his ambassadors, nor would hear .
what they had to say, he was under a very great concern.

4. But when Zoilus, and the people of Gaza, came to him,

-and desired his assistance because their country was laid

waste by the Jews, and by Alexander, Alexander raised the
siege for fear of i’tolem‘y: and when he had drawn off his
army into his own country, he used a stratagem afterwards,
by privately inviting Cle?ipatm to come against Ptolemy, but
publicly'pretending to desire a league of friendship and
mutual assistance withhim : and promising to give him four
hundred talents of silver, he desired that, by way of requital,
he would take off Zoilus the t, and give his country to
the Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy, with pleasure, made
such a league of friendship with Alexander, and subdued
Zoilus :_but when he afterwards heard, that he had privily
sent to Cleopatra his mother, he broke the league wi& him,
which yet he had confirmed with an oath, and fell upon him,
and besieged Ptolemais, because it would not receive him.
However, leaving his generals withsome part of his forces to
g0 on with the siege, he went himself immediately with the
rest to lay Judea waste ; and when Alexander understood this
to be Ptolemy’s intention, he also got together about fifty
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thousand soldiers out of his own country: nay, asseme writers'
have said mty-thousmd."' He then took his army, and went
to meet P my ; but Ptolemgefell upon Asochis, a city of
Galilee, and took it by force on Sabbath-dar, and there he
took aboutten thousand slaves,and a great deal of other prey.
5. He then tried to take Sepphors, which was a city not
far from that which was destroyed, but lost many of his men;
yet did he then go to fight with Alexander, which Alexander
wet him at the river Jordan, near a certain place called Sa-
photh, [not far from the river Jordan,} and pitched his camp
near to the enemy. He had, however, eight thousand in the
first rank, which he styled Hecatontomachi, having shields of
brass. Those in the first rank of Ptolemy’s soldiers also bad
shields covered:with brass : but Ptolemy’s soldiers in other
respects were inferior to those of Alexander, and thereupon
were move fearful of running hazards : but f'hiloetephanus
the camp-master, put great ipto them, and ordered
them to pass the river which was between their camps ; nor
did Alexander think fit to hinder their p: over it, for he
thought, that if the enemy had once gotten the river on their
back, that he should the easier take them prisoners, when
they could not flee out of the_battle : .in the be inninieof
which, the acts on both side, with their bands, and with their
alacrity, were alike, and a great slaughter was made by both
the armies, but Alexander was superior, till Philostephanus
opportunely brought up the auxiliaries to help those that
were giving way ; but as there were no auxiliaries to afford
help to that part of the Jews that gave way, it fell out that
they fled,-and those near them did not assist them, but-fled
- along with them. However, Ptolemy’s soldiers acted quite
otherwise ; for they followed the Jews, and killed them, till
atlength those that slew them, pursued after them, when‘ti:ey
had made them run away, and slew them so long, that their
weapons of iron were blunted, and their bands quite tired with
their slaughter ; for the report was, that thirty ‘men
were then slain. Timageneseays they were fifty thousand.
As for the rest, they wese part of them taken captives, and
the other part ran away to their own country.
* 6. After this victory, Ptolemy overranall ; and
when night came on, he abode in certain vi of Judea,
# From these and other oconsional ? by Josephu:
we may leam, that whers the saered mbﬂwfthmedwu{ mm::
he had several other historians thea extant, but pow most of them lost,
which he faithfully followed in his own histary: nor indeed have we
any other records of those times, relatiog to Judea, that can be com-
pared to these accounts of J us; though when we do meet with au-
nm they almost always confirax.

th
hi:ntlc &w of such
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which, when he found full of women and children, he com-
manded his soldiers to strangle them, and to cut them .to
pieces,and then to cast them into boiling caldrons, and then
to devour their limbs as sacrifices. This commandment was
given, that such as fled from the battle, and came to them,
mi%‘ht suppose their enemies were cannibals, and eat men’s
| flesh, and might on that account be still more terrified at
them upon such a sight. And both Strabo, and Nicolaus
{of Damascus] affirm, that they used these people after this
. manner, as I have already related. Ptolem afso took Pto-
, lemais by force, as we have declared elsewhere.

, CHAPTER XIIL

HOW ALEXANDER, UPON THE LEAGUE OF MUTUAL DEFENCE
‘WHICH CLEOPATRA HAD AGREED WITH HIM, MADE AN EX-
PEDITION AGAINST CELOSYRIA, AND UTTERLY OVERTHREW
THE CITY OF Gm; AND HOW HE SLEW MANY TEN THOU-
SANDS OF JEWS THAT REBELLED AGAINST HIM ; ALSO CON-
CERNING ANTIOCHUS GRYPUS, SELEUCUS, ANTIOCHUS CYZI~
CENUS, AND ANTIOCHUS PIUS, AND OTHERS. .

1. WHEN Cleopatra saw that her son was gmwn great,
and laid Judea waste, without disturbance, and had gotten

+ the city of Gaza under his power, she resolved no longer to
overlook what he did, when hé was almost ather gates ; and
she concluded, that now he was so much stronger than be-
fore, he would be very desirous of the dominion over the
Egyptians ; but she immediately marched against bim witha
fleet at sea, and an army of foot on land, and made Chelcias
and Ananias, the Jews, generals of her whole army, while she
sent the greatest part of her riches, her grandcgiidmen and
her testament, to the people of Cos.* Cleopatra also ordered
her son Alexander to sail with a great fleet to Phenicia ; and
when that country had revolted, she came to Ptolemais ; and
because the people of Ptolemais did not receive her, she be-
sieged the city : but Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made
haste into t, supposing that he should find it destitute

- of an army, and seon take it, though- he failed of his hopes.
At this time Chelcias, one of Cleopatra’s generals, happened °
to die in Ceelosyria, as he was in pursuit of Ptolemy.

# This city or island Cos, is not that remote island in the Egean sea,
famous for the birth of the great Hippocrates, but a city or island of the
eame name, adjoining to Egypt, ioned both by Steph and Ptol-
emy, as Dr. Hudson informs us. Of which Cos, and the treasures there
laid up by Cleopatra and the Jews, see Autiq. B. xiv. c. vii. sec. 2.

.
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"+ 8, When Cleopatra heard of her son’s attempt, and- that
this Egyptian expedition did not succeed according to his
expectations, she sent thither part of her army, and drove
him out of that country ; so when he was returned out of

in, he abode, during the winter, at Gaza, in which
time Cleopatra took the garrison that was at Ptolemais by
siege, as well as the city: and when Alexander came to her,
he gave presents, and such marks of respect as were but
roper, since under the miseries he endured by Ptolemy, he
ga o other refuge but her. Now there were some of her
friends who persuaded her to seize Alexander, and to over-
run and take possession of the country, and not to sit still
and see such a multitude of brave Jews subject to one man.
But Ananias’ counsel was oontra?' to theirs, who said that
“ she would do an'unjust action if she deprived a man that
was her ally of that authority which belonged to him, and
this a man who is related to us ; fer, said be, I would not

-have thee ignorant of this, that what injustice thou dost to
-him will make all us that are Jews to be thy enemies.” This
-desire of Ananias’, Cleopatra complied with, and did no in-
jury to Alexander, but made a leag: of mutual assistance
witrg him, at Scythopolis, a citg of ia.

3. So when Alexander was delivered from the fear he was
in of Ptolemy, he presently made an expedition against Cee-
losyria. He took also Gadara, after a siege of ten months.
He also took Amathus, a very strong fortress belonging to
‘the inhabitants above Jordan, where Theodorus, the son of
Zeno, had his chief treasure, and what he esteemed most pre-
cious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon the Jews, and slew
ten thousand of them, and seized uxrn Alexander’s baggage :
yet did not this misfortune terrify Alexander, but he made an
expedition upon the maritime of the country, Raphia,
and Anthedon, (the name of which, king Herod afterwards
changed to Agrippias,) and took even that by force ; but
when Alexander saw that Ptolemy was retired from Gaza to
Cyprus, and bis mother Cleopatra was returned into t,
e grew angry at the people of Gaza, because they had in-
vited Ptolemy to assiat them, and besieged their city, and
ravaged their country. But as Apollodotus, the general of
the army of Gaza, fell upon the camp of the Jews by night,
with two thousand,forelg"g, and ten thousand of his own forces,
while the night lasted, those of Gaza prevailed, because the
enemy was made 1o believe that it was Ptolemy who at-

- tacked them ; but when.day was come on, and that mistake
was coriected, arid the Jews knew the truth of the matter,
they came back agan,and fell upon those of Gaza, and slew
of them about one thousand : but as those of Gaza stoutly re-
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e st maliiude et mers o b iy
thing, nor for great mu e were slain,
w:f& rather suffer any bardship whatever, than come under
the power of their enemies. Aretas, king of the Arabians, a
person then very illustrious, encouraged them to go on with
alacrity, and promised them that he would come to their as-
sistanoe ; but it haé)pened, that before he came, Apollodotus
was slain ; for his brother, Lysimachus, envying bim for the
great reputation which he bad gained amu? the citizens,
slew him,and got the army together, and delivered up the
city to Ale er, who, when he came in at first, lay quiet,
but afterwards set his army upon the inhabitants of Gaza, and
gave them leave to punish them : 80 some went one way, and
some went another, and slew the inhabitants of Gaza ; ye:
were not they of cowardly hearts ; but o] those that
came to slay them, and slew as many of the Jews ; and some
of them, when thehyQ saw themselves deserted, burnt their
own houses, that the enemy might get nove of their spoils ;
nay, some of them, with their own hands, slew their chil:
dren, and their wives, having no other way but this of avoid:
ing slavery for them; but the senators, who were in all five
hundred, fled to Apollo’s temple, (for this attack happened
to be made as they were sitting,) whom Alexanderslew ; and
when he had utterly overthrown their city, he returned to
Jerusalem, having spent a year in that siege. '
4. About this very time Antiochus, who was called Grypus,
died.* His death was caused by Heracleon’s treachery, when
he had lived forty-five years, and bad reigned twenty-nine.}
His son Seleucus succeeded him in the kingdom ;-and made
war with Aatiochus, his father’s brother, was called An-
tiochus Cyzicenus, and beat him, and took him prisoner, and
slew him. But after awhile Aatiochus, the son of Cyzice-
nus, who was called Pius,] came to Aradus, and put a dia-
dem oo his own head ; and made war with Seleucus, and
beat him, and drove him out of all Syria. But when he fled
out of Syria, hé came to Mopsuestia again, and levied money
upon them ; but the people of Mopsuestia had -indignation

* This account of the death of Antiochus Grypus is confirmed by Ap- '

pl?.P Syriac, p. 132,&:::3 xite%:ﬁy Spanheim. about 26 vea
hyry says, ntiochus us reigned about 9arsAs
Dr. Hmrobm—ves. TPe y

"t Thecopies of J us, both Greek and Latin, have here so grossly
false a ing,  Antiochus and Antonius or Antoninus Pius, for Antio-
chus Pius, that the editors are forced to correct the text from the other
historians, who all agree that this king's name was nothing more than
Antiochus Pius,

~
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at what he did, and burnt down his palace, and slew him
together with his friends. But when Antiochus, the son of
Cyzicenus, was king of Syria, Antiochus, the brother of Se-
leucus, made war upon him, and was overcome, and de-
stroyed, he and his army. After him, his brother Philip*
ut on the diadem, and reigned over some part of Syria ;
ut Ptolemy Lathyrus sent for his fourth brother, Demetrius,
who was called Eucerus, from Cnidus, and made him king
of Damascus. Both these brothers did Antiochus vehemently
oppose, but presently died ; for when he was come as an
augillary to Laodicea,t queen of the Gileadites, when she
was making war against the Parthians, and he was fighti
courageously, he fell, while Demetrius and Philip gove_meng
Syria, as hath been elsewhere related. . .

5. As to Alexander, his own people were seditious against
him; for at a festival which was then celebrated, when he
stood upon the altar, and was going to sacrifice, the nation
rose upon him, and pelted him with citrons, [which they then
had in their hands, because] the law of the Jews required,
that at the feast of the tabernacles every one should have
branches of the palm-tree and citron-tree ; which thing we
have elsewhere related. They also reviled him, as derived
from a captive, and so unworthy of his. dignity and of sacri-
ficing.} * At this he was in a rage, and slew of them about
six thousand. He also built a partition wall of wood round
about the altar, and the temple, as far as that partition within ~
which it was only lawful for the priests to enter, and by this
means he obstructed the muititude from coming at bim. He
also maintained foreigners of Pisidia and Cilicia, for as to
the Syrians, he was at war with them, and so made no use
of them. He also overcame the Arabians, such as the Moa-
bites, and Gileadites, and made them bring tribute. More-
over, he demolished Amathus, while Theodorus§ durst not

# These two brothers, Antiochus and Philippus, are called twins by
Porphyry ; the fourth brother was king of Damascus; both which are
the observations of Spanheim.

+ This Laodicea was a city of Gilead, beyond Jordan. However,
Porhyry says, that this Antiochus Pius did not die in this battle, but
running away, was drowned in the river Orontes. Appian says, that he
was deprived of the kingdom of Syria by Tigranes : but Porphgrymkes
this Laodicea queen of the Calamans: all which is noted by Spanheim.
In such confusion of the latter historians, we have no reason to prefer
any of them before Josephus, who had more original ones before him.

1 This-n&x:acb upon Alexander, that he was sprung from a ca&)tive,
seams only the repetition of the old Pharisaical calomny upon his father,
. X. sec. b.

§ This Theodorus was the son of Zeno, and wa§ in possession ot,
Amathus, as we learn from sec 3, foregoing. \
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fight with him; but as bhe bad joined battle with Obedas,
king of the ians, he fell into an ambush, in places that
\vere mgged,,anddidcult to be travelled over, he was thrown
. down into a deep valley,by the multitude of the cawels, at
Gadara, a village of Gilead, and hardly escaped with his life.
From thence he fled to Jerusalem, where, besides his other il
success, the nation imsulted him, and he fought against them
for six years, and slew no fewer than fifty thousand of them.
And when be desired that they would desist from their ill-
will to him, theyhated him so much the more, on account of
what had already lmps)ened ; and when be asked them what
he ought to do? they all cried out that  he ought to kill him-
self.””” " They also sent to Demetrius Eucerus, and desired
him to make a league of mutual defence with them.

Sumap—
OHAPTER XXV.

HOW DEMETRIUS EUCERUS OVERCAME ALEXANDER, AND YET
IN A LITTLE TIME RETIRED OUT OF THE COUNTRY FOR
FEAR OF THE JEWS : A8 ALSO HOW ALEXANDER SLEW MANY

* OF THE JEWS, AND THEREBY GOT CLEAR OF HIS TROUBLES.
CONCERNING THE DEATH OF DEMETRIUS. ‘

1. So Demetrius came with an army, and took those that
invited him with him, and pitched his camp near the city
Shechem : upen which Alexander, with his six thousand two
hundred mercenaries, and about twenty thousand Jews, who
were his party, went against Demetrius, who had three thou-

. sand horsemen, and forty thousand footmen. Now there
were great endedvours used on both sides ; Demetrius try-
ing to bring off the mercenaries that were with Alexander,
hecause they were Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off
the Jews that were.with Demetrius. However, when neither
of them could persuade them so to do, the{ came to a battle, .
and Detnetrius was the conqueror, in Wji ch all Alexander's
mercenaries were killed, when they had given demonstra-
‘tions of tbeir fidelity and courage. A great number of De.
metrius’ soldiers were slain also. L .

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains, six thousand of
the Jews hereupon came together [from Demetrius] to him,
out of pity at the change of his fortune : upon which Deme-

trius was afraid, and retired out of the country ; after which,
-the Jews fought against Alexander, and, beiag beaten, were
slain in great ,in the several battles which they had:
and when he had shut up the most powerful of them'in the
city Bethome, he besieged them therein ; and when he had



118 ANTIQUITIES

taken the city, and gotten the men into his power, he brought
them to Jerusalem, and did one of the most barbarous ac-
tions in the world to them ; foras be was feasting with his con-
cubines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered about eight
hundred of them to he crucified, and while they were living,
he ordered the throats of their children and wives to be cut
betore their eyes. This wasindeed by way of revenge for
the injuries they had done him ; which punishment yet was
of an inhuman nature, though we suppose that he had been
never so much distressed, as indeed he had been, by his wars
with them, for he had by their means come to the last d
of hazard, both of his life, and of his kingdom, while they.
were not satisfied by themselves only to fight against him,
but introduced foreigners also for the same purpose ; nay, at
length they reduced him to that degree of necessity, that he
was forced to deliver back to the king of Arabia the land of
Moab and Gilead, whichhe had subdued, and the places that
were in them, that they might not join with them in the war
against him, as they had done ten thousand other things that
tended to affront and reproach him. However, this barbarity
seems to have been withoutany necessity, on which account
. he bare the name of a Thracian* among the Jews : where-
upon the soldiers that had fought aiainst him being about
eight thousand in number, ran away by night, and continued
fugitivey all the time that Alexander lived ; who, being now
freed from any farther disturbance from them, reigned the
rest of his time in the utmost tranquillity.
3. But when Demetrius was departed out of Judea, he
" went to Berea, and besieged his brother Philip, having with
him ten thousand footmen, and a thousand horsemen., How-
ever, Strato, the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of Philip,
called in Zizon, the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mithri-
dates Sinax, the ruler of the Parthians, who, coming with a
great number of forces, and besieging Demetrius in his en-
campment, into which they had driven him with their arrows,
they compelled those that were with him by thirst to deliver
up themselves. So they took a great many spoils out of that
country, and Demetrius himself, whom they sent to Mithri-
dates, who was then kilf of Parthia ; but as to those whom
they took captives of the people of Antioch, they restored
them to the Antiochians without any reward. Now Mithri-
dates, the king of Parthia, had Demetrius in t honour till
Demetrius ended his life by sickness. So Philip, presently
* This name Thracida which the Jews gave Alexander, must by the
coherence, denote as barbarous as a Thracian, or somewhag like it ; but
what it properly signifies is not known. . )

P
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after the flight was over, came to Antioch, and took it, and
reigned over Syria. -

——
OHAPTHR XV.

HOW ANTIOCHUS, WHO WAS CALLED DIOKYSUS, AND AFTER
HIM ARETAS, MADE EXPEDITIONS INTO JUDEA ; AS, ALSO,
'HOW ALEXANDER, TOOK MANY CITIES, AND THEN RETURNED
TO JERUSALEM ; AND AFTER A SICKNESS OF THREE YEARS
DIED ; AND WHAT COUNSEL HE GAVE TO ALEXANDRA.

1. After this, Antiochus, who was called Di::gsus,‘ and
was Philip’s brother, aspired to the dominion, came to
Damascus, and got the power into his hands, and there he
reigned : but as he was making war against the Arabians, his
brother Philip heard of it; and came to Damascus, where Mi-
lesius had been left governor of the citadel, and the Damas-
cens themselves, delivered up the city to him ; yet because
Philip was become ungrateful to him, and had bestowed upon
him nothing of that in hopes whereof he had received him
into the city, but had a mind to have it believed that it was
rather delivered up out of fear, than by the kindness of Mi-
lesius, and because he had not rewarded him as he ought to
have done, he became suspected by him, and so was obliged
to leave Damascus again ; for Milesius caught him marching
out into the Hippodrome, and shut him up in it, and kept Da-
mascus for Antiochus [Eucerus,] who, hearing how Philip’s
affairs stood, came back out of Arabia. He also came imme-
diately, and made an expedition against Judea, with eight
thousand armed footmen, and eight hundred horsemen. So
Alexander, out of fear of his coming, dug a deep ditch, begin-
ning at Chabarzaba, which is now called Antipatris, to the
sea of Joppa, on which part only his army could be brought
against him. He also raised a wall, and erected wooden
towers, and intermediate redoubts, for one hundred and fifty
turlongs in length, and there exrected the coming of Antio-
chus : but he soon burnt them all and made his army pass by
that way into Arabia. The Arabian king [Aretas] at first
Tetreated, but afterwards appeared on the sudden with ten
ousand horsemen. Antiochus gave them the meeting, and
fought desperately ; and indeed when he had gotten the vio-

* Spanheim takes notice, that this Antiochus, Dionysus [the brother
of Philip, and of Demetrius Eucerus, and of twoothe:',l]nwu the fifth
20n of Antiochus Grypus ; and that he is styled on the coins, Antiechus
Epiphanes Dionysus. :
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, and was. hrieging auxiliaries to that part of his
:‘rgy that was in distress, ﬂ was slain, WbeupAuﬁocbus
was' fallen, his army fled to the village Cana, where the
greatest part of them perished hy famine. '

2. After him, Aretas* reigned over Ccelosyria, being called
to the ?:emment by those that held Damascus, by reason
of the batred they bare to Ptolemy Menneus. He also
made thence an expedition against Judea, and beat Alexan-
der in battle, near a place called Adida ; yet did be, upon
certain conditions agreed on between them, retire out of

Jude

3. %ut Alexander marched again to the city of Dios, and
took it ; and then made an expedition against Essa, where
was the best part of Zeno’s treasures, and there he encom-
passed the glace with three walls ; and when he had taken
the cil&b ighting, he marched to Golan and Seleucia ; and
when ad taken these cities, he, besides them, took that
valley, which is called the valfey of Antiochus, as also the
fortress of Gamala. He also accused Demetrius, who was
governor of those places, of many crimes, and turned him
out : and after be had spent three years in this war, be re-
turned to his own country, when the Jews joyfully received
him upon this his success. )

4. Now at this time the Jews were i possession of the. fol-
Jowing cities, that had belonged to the Syrians, and Idu-
means, and Pheenicians.  Atthe sea side, Strate’s Tower,
Apollonia, Joppa, Jamnia, Ashdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia,
and Rhinocolura ; in the middle of the country, near to Idu- -
mea, Adora, and Marissa; near the country of Samaria, mount
Carmel, and moum Tabor, Scythopolis, and Gadara ; of the
country of the Gaulonites, Seleucia, and Gabala ; in the coun-
try of Moab, Heshbon, and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas,
Gelithon, Zara, the valley of the Cilices, and Pella ; which
last_they utteriy destroyed, because its inhabitants would
not bear to change their religious rites for those peculiar to
the Jews.t The Jews also others of the principal
. cities of Syria, which had been destroyed.

# This Aretas was the first king of the Arabians who took Damascus,
and reigned there ; which name became afterwards common to such
Araban king, both at Petra and at Damascus,.as we leam fromn Jose-
phus in mauny places, and from St Payl, 2 Cor. xi. 32. See the note
on Aatig. B. xvi, c. ix. sec. 4.

- ¢ Wa.may here, and elsewhere, take notice, that whatever countries
or citiess the Asmoneans conquered from any of the neighbouring na-
tions, oi- whatever countries ar cities thoy. gmed from them, that had
not bela nged to them before, they afto the daysof Hyrcanus, compelled
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5. After this, kili Alexander; although he foll into a dis-
temper by hard drinking, and had a quartan ague which held
him three years, yet would not leave off going out with his
army, till he was quite spent with the labours he had under-
gone, and died in the bounds of Ragaba, a fortress beyond
Jordan. But when his queen saw that he was ready to die,
and had no longer any hopes of surviving, she came to him
wee rﬁ and lamenting, and bewailed herself, and her sons,
on tl‘::e esolate condition they should be left in ; said to
hign, * To whom dost thou thus leave me and my children,
who are destitute of all other supports, and ¢his when thou
Knowest how much ill-will thy nation bears thee 7 Buthe
gave her the following advice : * That she need but follow
what he should suggest to her, in order to retain the king-
dom securely with ber children, that she should conceal his
death from the soldiers till she should have taken that place ;
after this, she should go in triumph, as upon a victory to Je- °
rusalem, and put some of her authority into the hands of the
Pharisees, for that they would commend her for the honour
she had done them ; and would reconcile the nation to her ;
for he told her, they had great authority among the Jews,
both to do hurt to such as they hated, and to bring advan- -
tages to those to whom they were friendly disposed, for that
they are then believed best of all by the multitude when they
ispeak any severe things against others ; though it be only
out of envy at them. And he said, that it was by their means
that he had incurred the displeasure of the nation, whom
indeed he had injured. Do thou, therefore, said he, when
thou art come to Jerusalem, send for the leading men among
them, and show them my body, and, with great appearance
of sincerity, give them leave to use it as they themselves
please, whetherthey will dishonour the dead body by refusing-
it burial, as having severely suffered by my means, or whe-
ther, in their anger, they will offer any other injury, to that
y. Promise them also, that thou wilt do nothing without
them in the affairs of the kingdom. If thou dost but say this
to them, I shall have the homour of a more glorions funeral
from them than thou couldst have made for me : and whea it
is in their power to abuse my dead body, they will do it no

the inhabitants te leave their idolatry; and en! t0 receive the law-
of Moses, aptualmof justice, or elis banished ‘inte-other lands.
That excellent prince, John Hyrcanus, did it to the Idumesns, as &
e il rome - o Byt . o i B ore
Iand, this jomly; but t |
o countriesorcities that were of that m‘. I donoratallknow.
Th%; ltl)okiltfo like unjust persecution for religion. . .
ol. o, ll 4
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injury at all, and thou wilt rule in safety.”* So whenhe had
, given his wife this advice, he died, after he had reigned
twenty-seven years, and lived ﬁfty\years within one.

. CHAPTER XVI.

HOW ALEXANDRA, BY GAINING THE GOOD-WILL OF THE PHA-
RISEES RETAINED THE KINGDOM NINE YEARS, AND THEN,
HAVING DONE MANY GLORIOUS ACTIONS, DIED.

1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the fortress, acted
as her husband had suggested to her, and spake to the Pha-
risees, and putall thiggs into their power, both as to the dead
body, and as to the aftairs of the kingdom, and thereby paci-
fied their anger against Alexander, and made them bear
good-will and friendship to him ; who then came among the
multitude,and made speeches to them, and laid before them
the actions of Alexander, and told them, that they bad lost a
, - righteous king; and by the commendation they gave him,
they brought them to grieve, and to be in heaviness for him,
so that he had a funeral more s?lendid than had any of the
kings before him. Alexander left behind him two sons, Hyr-

* It seems by this dying advice of Alexander Janneus to his wife, that
he had himself pursued the measures of his father Hyrcanus, and taken
rt with the Sadducees, who kept close to the written law, against the
harisées, who had introduced their own traditions, c. xvi. sec. 2, and
that he now saw a political necessity of submitting to the Pharisees, and
their traditions hereafter, if his widow and family minded to retain the
monarchical government, or tyranny over the Jewish nation: which
sect yet, thus supported, were at least in a great measure the ruin of the
religion, government, and the nation of the Jews, and brought them into
80 wicked a state, that the vengeance of God came upon them to their
utter excision. Just thus did Caiphas politically advise the Jewish San-
hedrim, John xi. 50, That it was expedient for them that one man
should die for the , and that the whole nation perish not ; and this
in consequence of their own political supposal, ver. 48, that if they let
Jesus alone, with his miracles, all men would beliexe on him, and the
Romans would come and take away both their place and nation. Which
political crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth brought down the vengeance
of God upon them, and occasioned those very ans, of whom they
seemred so much afraid, that to prevent it they put him to death, actually
to come and take away both their place and nation, within 38 years
afterwards. [ heartily wish the politicians of Christendom would con-
sider these and the like ennﬁ::,ﬂmd no longer sacrifice all virtue and
religion to their pernicious sc| of government, to the bringing dewn
. the judgment of God upon themselves, and the several natjons intrusted
w tgwir care. But this is a digression : | wish it were an unseasonable
one also. Josephus himself several times makes such digressions, and
1-here venture to follow him. See one of them at the cnnclusion of the
_wery next chapter.
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<anus and Aristobulus, but committed the kingdom to Alexan- -
dra. Now as to these two sons, Hyrcanus was indeed unable
to manage public affairs, and delighted rather ina quiet life ; .
but the younger, Aristobulus, was an active and a bold man ;
and for this woman herself, Alexandra, she was loved by the
multitude, because she seemed displeased aj the offences
her husband had been guilty of.

2. So she made Hyrcanus high-priest, because he wasel-
der, but much more” because he cared not to meddle with
politics, and permitted the Pharisees to do every thing ; to
_.whom also she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She
also restored again those practices which the Pharisees had
introduced, according to the tradition of their forefathers, and
which her father-in-law, Hyrcanus had abrogated. So she
had indeed the name of the Regent, but the Pharisees had
the authority ; for it was they who restored such as had been
banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and, to
say all at once, they differed in nothing from lords. How-
ever, the queen also took care of the affairs of the kingdom,
and got together a great body of mercenary soldiers, and in-
creased her own army tosuch a degree, that she became ter-
rible to the neighbouring tyrants, and took hostages of them :
:and the country was entirely at peace, excepting the Phari-
sees ; for they disturbed the queen,and desired that she
would kill those who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight
hundred men ; after which they cut the throat of one of them,
Diogenes : and after him they did the same to several, one
after another, tili the men that were the most potent came
into the palace, and Aristobulus with them ; for he seemed
1o be displeased at what was done, and it appeared openly,
that if he had an opportunity, he would not permit his mo-
thertogoonso. ‘ These put the queen in mind what great
<langersthey had gone through, and great things they had dene,
whereby they had demonstrated the firmness of their fidelity
to their master, insomuch that they had received the greatest
1narks of favour from him ; and they begged of her, that she
would not utterly blast their hopes, as it now happened, that
when they escaped the hazards that arose from their [open}
enemies, they were to be cut off at home by their {private
ciemies, like brute beasts, without any help whatsoever.
‘They said also, that if their adversaries would be satisfied
with those that had been slainalready, they would take what
Liad been done patient:‘y. on account of their natural love to
their governors ; but if they must expect the same for the
future also, they implored of her a dismission from their ser-
vice ; for they could not bear to think of attempting any,

»

.
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method for their deliverance without her, but would rather -
die willingly before the palace gate, in case she would not
forgive them. And that it was a great shame, both for them-
selves, and for the queen, that when ghe*y were neglected by
her, they should come under the lash of her husband’s ene-
mies ; for that Aretas, the Arabian king, and the monarchs,
would give any reward, if they could get such men as forei
auxiliaries, to whom their very names, before their voices be
beard, may perhaps be terrible : but if they could not obtain
this their second request, and if she had determined to pre-
fer the Pharisees before them, they still insisted that she
would place them every one in her fortresses ; for, if some
fatal demon hath a constant spite against Alexander’s house,
they would be willing to bear their part, and to live in a
private station there.” ‘
3. As these men said thus, and called upon Alexander’s
host for commiseration of those already slain, and those in:
nger of it, all the by-standers broke out into tears : but
Aristobulus chiefly made manifest what were his sentiments,
and used many reproachful expressions to his mother, [say-
ing,] “ Nay, indeed, the case is this, that they have been
themselves the authors of their own calamities, who have
/ germitted a woman, who, against reason, was mad with am-
ition, to reign over them, when there were sons in the flower
of their age fitter for it.”” So Alexandra, not knowing what
to do with any decency, committed the fortresses to thero,
all but Hyrcania, and Alexandrium, and Macherus, where her
rincipal treasures were. After a little while also, she sent
Eer‘ son Aristobulus with an army to Damascus against Pto-
lemy, who was called Menneus,-who was such a bad neigh-
bour to the city ; but he did nothing considerable there, and
s0 returned home. .

4. About this time news was brought that Tigranes, the
king of Armenia, had made an irruption into Syria with five
hundred thousand * soldiers, and was coming against Judea.
This news, as may well be supposed, terrified the queen,
and the nation. Accordingly, they sent him many and very
valuable presents, as also ambassadors,and that as he was
besieging Ptolemais ; for Selene the queen, the same that was

. also called Cleopatra, ruled then over Syria, who had per-

# The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one Greek copy, with
the Latin copies, have it, for Tigranes’ army, that came out of Arme-
nia into Syria and Judea, seems much too large. We have had alread.
several such extravagant numbers in Jasephus’ present copies, whic
-are not to-be at all ascribed to him. Accordingly, I incline to Dy, Hud

son's emendation here, which supposes them but4,000. \

\
. ' ‘ \
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- suaded the inhabitants to exclude Tigranes. So thé Jewish
ambassadors interceded with him, and entreated him that he
would determine nothing that was severe about their queen
or nation. He commended them for the respects they pai
him at so great a distance: and gave them good hopes of his
favour. But as soon as Ptolemais was taken, news came to
Tigranes, that Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mithridates, could
not light upon him, who was fled into Iberia, but was laying
waste Armenia, 3nd besieging its cities. Now when Tigranes
knew this, he returned home.

5. After this, when the queen was fallen into a dangerous
distemper. Aristobulus resolved to attempt the seizing of the
government ; so he stole away secretly by night, with onl
one of his servants, and went to the fortresses, wherein his
friends, that were such from the days of his father, were set-
tled: for as he had been a great while displeased at his
mether’s conduct,so he was now much more atraid, lest upon
ber death, their whole family should be under the power of
the Pharisees, for he saw the inability of his brother, who
was to succeed in the government : nor was any one cons
scious of what he was doing, but only his wife, whom he left
at Jerusalem with their children. He first of all came to
- Agaba, where was Galestes, one of the potent men before-

mentioned, and was received by him. When it was day, the

iueen perceived that Aristobulus wasfled ; and for some time
e supposed that his departure was not in order to make
any innovation, but when the messengers came one after an-

other, with the news that he had secured the first place, the

second place, and all the places, for as soon as one had
they all submitted to his disposal, then it was that the queen
and the nation were in the greatest disorder, for they were
aware, that it would not be long ere Aristobulus would be
able to settle himself firmly in the government. What they
rincipally were afraid of was this, that he would inflict pun-
. 1shment upon them for the mad treatment his house had had
from them ; so they resolved to take his wife and childrer
into custody, and keep them in the fortress that was over the-
temple.* Nowthere was a mighty conflux of the people tha:-
came to Aristobulus from all parts, insomuch that he had
kind of royal attendance about him, for in a little more thar.
fifteen days, he got twenty-two strong places, which gave him
# This fortress, castle, citadel, or tower, whither the wife and chil-.
dren of Aristobulus were now sent, and which overlooked the temple,,
could be no other than what, Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq B. xviii. 6. iv..
sec. 3. vol. iv. and Herod the great rebuilt, mdwhdﬂumof Ag-
tonia, Antig. B. xv. c. xi. sec. 5.
Vou IiI. u*
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the opportunity of raising an army from Libanus, and Tra-
choaitis, and:{e monaas; for men are easily led by the
, ter. number, and easily submit to them. And besides

g:‘, that by affording him their assistance, when he could not
expect it, they, as well as he, should have the advantages
that would come by his being king, because they had been
‘the occasion of his gaining the kingdom. Now the elders
of the Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, went in unto the queen,
and desired, * that she would give them her sentiments
about the present posture of affairs, for that Aristobulus was
in effect lord of almost all the kingdom by possessing so
-man{;m holds, and that it was absurd for them to take
any by themselves, how ill soever she were, while
she was alive, and that the danger would be upon them in no
long time. But she bid them do what they thought proper
to be done : that they had many circumstances in their
favour still remaining, a nation in 'good heart, an army, and
‘rooney in their several treasuries, for that she had small con-
cem about public affairs now, when tt.: strength of her body
already failed her.” ]

6. Now a little while after she had said this to them, she
died, when she bad reigned nine years, and had in all lived
seventy-three. A woman she was who showed no signs of
weakness in her sex, for she was sagacious to the greatest

in ber ambition of governing ; and demonstrated by
her doings, at once, that ber mind was fit for action, and that
' sometimes men themselves show the little understanding .
they have, by the frequent mistakes they make in point 3%
government ; for she always preferred the present to futu-
rity, and preferred the power of an imperious dominion above
all things, and in comparison of that had no le%r: to what
was good, or what was right. However, she ht the
affairs of her house to such an unfortunate condition, that she
was the occasion of the taking away that authority from it
and that in no long time afterwaids, which she had obtained
by a vast number of hazards and misfortunes, and this out of
a desire of what does not belong to a woman, and all by a
compliance with her sentiments with those that bare ill-will
to their family, and by leaving the administration destitute
af a proper.support of great men : .and indeed her manage-
ment during her administration, while she .was alive, was’
such, as filled the palace after her death with calamities and
. disturbance. However, although this.had been ber way of
eming,she preserved the nation in peace. And this is
ccnﬁmion'ofthe affairs of Alexandra.
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| BOOK XIV.
CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF $2 YEARS.
Nmthmd Queen Alexandra to the death of Antigonus.]

OHAPTHR I.

. THE WAR BETWEEN ARISTOBULUS AND HYRCANUS ABOUT THE
KINGDOM ; AND HOW THEY MADE AN AGREEMENT THAT ARIS-
TOBULUS SHOULD BE KING, AND HYRCANUS LIVE A PRIVATE
LIFE ; AS ALSO HOW HYRCANUS, A*LITTLE AFTERWARDS,

. WAS PERSUADED BY ANTIPATER TO FLY TO ARETAS.

1. Wg have related the affairs of queen Alexandra, and
her death, in the foregoing book, and will now speak of what
followed, and was connected with those histories ; declaring,
belore we proceed, that we have nothing so much at heart
as this, that we may omit no facts either through ignorance
or laziness,* for we are upon the history and explication of
such things as the greatest part are unacquainted withal, be-
cause of their distance from our times ; and we aim to do it
with a proper beauty of st{le, so far as that is derived from
proper words harmonically disposed, and from such orna-
ments of speech also as may contribute to the pleasure of our
readers, that they may entertain the knowledge of what we
write with some agreeable satisfaction and pleasure. But
the principal scope that authors ought to aim at above all
the rest, is to speak accurately, and to speak truly, for the
satisfaction of those that are otherwise unacquainted with
such transactions, and obliged to believe what these writers
inform them of.

2, H‘yrcanus ‘then began his high-priesthood in the third
year of the hundred seventy-seventh Olympiad, when Quin-
tus Hortensius, and Quintus Metellus, who was called Me-

i

tellus of Crete, were consuls at Rome : when presently Aris- ,

* Reland takes notice here. very justly, how Josephus’ declaration,
that it.was his great concern not only to write an agreeable, an accurate,
and a kin &wry. but also dininctl\lr not to omit any thi [mnue

uence, [either through ignorance or lasiness, implies, that not
2onsiw;ntly with that resolution, omit the me’nnog of [se fameus a per-
son as] Jesus Christ. : '

1
'
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1obulus began to meke war against him; and it came to a
hatile with Hyrcanus at Jericho, many of his soldiers de-
serted him. and went over to bis brother ; upon which Hyr-
canus fled inio the citadel, where Aristobulus’ wife and child-
ren were mpn by their mother, as we have said al-
reacy, and attacked and overcame those his adversaries that
bad Bed thither, and lay within the walls of the temple. So
when be bad sent 2 message to his brother about agreeing
the matters between them, he laid zside his enmity to him,
o these conditions. that Aristobulus should be king ; that
be should live without intermeddiing with public affairs, and
quretiv enjoy the estate be bad acquired. When they had
azreed upon these terms in the temple, and bhad confirmed
the agreement with oaths. and the giving one another their
richt hands, and embracing one another, in the sight of the
ulade multitude, they departed, the one, Aristobulus, to the
palace, a‘n‘u}‘ Hyrcanus, as a private man, to the former house
of Aristobulus. )
X Rut there was a certain irtend of Hyrcanus, an Idu-
rxan, called Antipater. who was very rich, and in his nature,
ar active and a seditious man : who was at enmity with Aris-
tobolus, and had ditferences with him on account of his good-
will to Hyreanus. U is true that Nicolaus of Damascus says,
thxt Antipater was of the stock of the principal Jews who
came out of Babylon into Judea ; but that assertion of his
was to gratity Herod, who was his son, and who, by certain
revesutioas of forfune, canve aiterwards to be king of the
Jews, whuse history we shall give you in its proper place
tercatter. However, this Antipater was at first called An-
o and that was his father’s name also; of whom they re-
“are this, that King Alexander, and his wife, made him general
of all Iduzvea, and that be made a league of friendship with
thase Arabians, and Gazites. and Ascalonites, that were of
his own party, and had. by many and large presents, made
thew his tast triends  But now, this younger Antipater was
suspicious of the power of Aristobulus, and was afraid of some
wischief he might do him. becauser of his batred to him, so
he stirred up the most powerful of the Jews, and talked
against him to them privately ; and said, that * it was unjust
to overlook the uct of Aristobulus, who had gotten the
government unrighteously, and had ejected his brother out

@ That the famous Antipater’s or Antipas' father, was also Antipa-
ter, or Antipas, (which two may justly be esteemed one and the same
tiane, the former with 8 Greek of Gentile, the Intter with a Hebrew or
Jewish termination,) Josephus here assures us, though Eusebius indeed
says it was Herod.
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of it, who was the elder, and aﬂn to retain what bel
to him by prerogative of his birth.”” And the same speeches
he pe tuallg made to Hyrcanus; and told hiw, that his
own life would be in danger, unless he guarded himself and
got shut of Aristobulus ; for be said, that the friends of Aris-
tobulus omitted no op{:rtunity of advising him to kill him,
. s being then, and not before, sure to retain his principality.
Hyrcanusgave no credit to these words of his, asbeing of a
entle disposition, and one that did not easily admit of ca-
Jumnies against other men. This temper of his not dispos-
ing him to meddle with public affairs, and want of spirit,
occasioned him to appear to spectators to be degenerous and
unmanly ; while Aristobulus was of a contrary temper, an
active man, and one of a great and generous soul.

4. Since, therefure, Antipater saw that Hyrcanus did not
attend to what be said, he never ceased, day by day, to
char%e feigned crimes upon Aristobulus, and to calumniate
him before him, as if he had a mind to kill him ; and so by
urging him perpetually, he advised him and persuaded hiin
to fly to Aretas, the king of Arabia; and promised, that if
he would oompiy with his advice, he would also himself as-
sist him, [and go with hin.] When Hyrcanus heard this, he
said, that it was for his advantage to fly away to Aretas.
Now, Arabia is a country that borders upon Judea. How-
ever, Hyrcanus sent Antipater first to the king of Arabia, in
order to receive assurances from him, that when he should
come in the manner of a supplicant to him, he will not
deliver him up to his enemies. So Antipater having re-
ceived such assurances, returned to Hyrcanus to Jerusalem
Awhile afterwards he took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the city
by night, and went a great journey, and came and brought
him to the city called Petra, where the palace of Aretas was:
and, as he was a very familiar friend of that king, he per
suaded him tobring back Hyrcanus into Judea, and this per-
suasion he continued every day without any remission. ‘He
also proposed to make him presents on that account. At.
length he prevailed with Aretas in his suit. Moreover, IIyr-
canus promised him, that when he had been brought thither,
and had received his kingdom, he would restore that coun-
try,and those twelve cities which his father Alexander had
taken from the Arabians, which were these, Medaba, Naballo,
Libias, Tharabasa, Agalla, Athone, Zoar, Qrone, Marissa.
Rudda,Lussa, and Qruba. 4
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OBAPTER IT.

HOW ARETAS AND HYRCANUS MADE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST
ARISTOBULUS, AND BESIEGED JERUSALEM ; AND HOW SCAU-
RUS, THE ROMAN GENERAL, RAISED THE SIEGE. CONCERN-
ING THE DEATH OF ONIAS.

1. AFTER these promises had been given to Aretas, he
' lﬂade an expedition against Aristobulug, with an army of fifty
thousand horse and foot, and beat him in the battle. And -
when, after that victory, many went over to Hyrcanus as de-
serters, Aristobulus was left desolate, and fled to Jerusalem ;
upon which the king of Arabia took all his army, and made
© ' anassault upon the temple, and besieged Aristobulus therein,
the people still supporting Hyrcanus, and assisting himin the
siege, while none but the priests continued with Aristobulus.
So’ Aretas united the forcesof the Arabians, and of the Jews
together, and pressed on the siege vigorously. As this hap-
pened at the season when the feast of unleavened bread was
celebrated, which we call the Passover, the principal men
among .the Jews left the country, and fled into Egypt. Now .
there was one, whose name was Onias, a righteous man he
was, and beloved of God, who, in a certain drought, had
prayed to God to put an end to the intense heat, and whose
rra ers God had heard, and had sent them rain. This man
had hid himself, because he saw that this sedition would last
a great while.” However, they brought him to the Jewish
camp, and desired, that as by his pra{ers he had once put an
end to the drought, so he would in like manner make im-
precations on Aristobulus and those of his faction. And when,
upon his refusal, and the excuses that he made, he was still
by the multitncfe compelled to speak,he stood up in the
midst of them, and said, * God, the king of the whole:world !
since those that stand now with me, are thy people, and those
that are besieged are also thy priests, I beseech thee that
thou wilt neither hearken to the prayers of those against these,
nor bring to effect what these por?iy against those.” Where-
upon such wicked Jews as stood about him, as soon as he
had made this prayer, stoned him to death. i
2. But God pumshed them immediately for this their bar-
barity, and took vengeance of them for the murder of Onias,
“in the manner following : while the priests and Aristobulus
were besieged, ithappened that the feast called the Passover
was come, at which it is our custom to offer a great number
of sacrifices to God ; but those that were with Aristobulus
wanted sacrifices, and desired that their countrymen without
would furnish them with such sacrifices, and assured them
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they should have -as much money for them as they should
desire ; and when they required them to pay a thousand
drachmas for each head of cattle, Aristobulus and the priests
willingly undertook to pay for them accordingly, and those
within let down the money over the walls, and gave it them.
But when the others had received it, they did not deliver the
sacrifices, but arrived at that height of wickedness as to
break the assurances they had given, and to be guilty of im-
piety toward God, by not furnishing those that wanted them
with sacrifices. And when the priests found they had been
cheated, and that the :greements they had made were vio-
lated, they prayed to God, that he would avenge them on
their countrymen. Nor did he delay their punishment, but
sent a strong and vehement storm of wind that destroyed the
fruits of the whole country, till a modius of wheat was then
bought for eleven drachmas.

3. In the mean time Pompey sent Scaurus into Syria, while
be was himsell in Armenia, and making war with Tigranes ;
but when Scaurus was come to Damascus, and found that
Lollius and Metellus had newly taken the city, he came him-
self hastily into Judea. And when he was come thither, am-
bassadors came to him both from Aristobulus and Hyrcanus,
and both desired he would assist them. And when both of
them proinised to give him money, Aristobulus four hundred
talents, and Hyrcanus no less, he accepted Aristobulus’ pro-
mise, for he was rich, and had a great soul, and desired to
obtain nothing but what was moderate ; whereas the other
was poor, and tenacious, and made incredible promises in
hopes of greater advantages ; for it wasnot the same thing
to take a city, that was exceeding strong and_powerful, as
it was lo eject out of the country some fugitives, with a
greater number of Nabateans, who were no very warlike
})Oeo le. He therefore made an ment with Aristobulus,

r the reasons before mentioned, and took his money, and
raised the siege, and ordered Aretas to depart, or else he
should be declared an enemy. to the Romans. So Scaurus
returned to Damascus again ; and Aristobulus, with a great
army, made war with Aretas and Hyrcanus, and fought them

at a place called Papyron, and beat them in the battle, and
slew about six thousand of the enemy ; with whom fell Pha-
lion also, the brother of Antipater.

i
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How ARISTOBULUS AND AYRCANUS CAME TO PNMPEY, IN OR-
DER TO ARGUE WHO OUGHT TO BAVE THE KINGDOM ; AND
HOW,UPON THE FLIGHT OF ARISTOBULUS TO THE FORTRESS
ALEXANDRIUM, POMPEY LED HIS ARMY AGAINST HIM, AND
ORDERED HIM TO DELIVER UP THE FORTRESSES WHEREOF
HE WAS POSSESSED.

1. A LrrrLE afterwards Pompey came to Damascus, and
marched over Ceelosyria ; at which time there came ambas-
sadors to him from all Syria, and Egypt, and out of Judea
also; for Aristobulus had sent him a great present, which was
a golden vine, of the value of five hundred talents.* Now
Strabo of Cappadocia mentions this present in these words :
“ There came also an embassage out of Egypt, and a crown
of the value of four thousand Kieces of gold ; and out of Ju-
dea there came another, whether you call it a vine or a gar-
den: they called the thing TerpPuLE, The delight. However,
we ourselves saw that present reposited at Rome, in the tem-
ple of Jupiter Capitolinus, with this inscription, ‘ The gift
of Alexander, the king of the Jews.” It was valued at five
hundred talents ; and the report is, that Aristobulus, the ge-
vernor of the Jews, sent it.”* o

2. In a little time afterwards, came ambassadors again to
him, Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus from Aristo-
" bulus ; which last also accused such as had taken bribes,
first Gabinius, and then Scaurus, the one three hundred ta-
lents, and the other four hundred; by which procedure he
made these two his enemies, besides those' he had before.
Aund when Pompey had ordered those, that had controver-
sies one with another, to come to him in the begining of the
spring, he brought his arm{y out of their winter-quarters, and
wmarched into the country of Damascus : and, as he went along,

* This golden vine, or garden, seen by Strabo at Romeé, has fts inscrip-
tion here, as if it were e gift of Alexander, the father of Aristobulus,
and not of Aristobulushimself, 1w whom yet Josephus ascribesit: and,
in order to prove the truth of that ppart of. his history, introduces this
testimony of Strabo’s; so that the ordinary copies seemto be here either
erroneous or defective, and the origi rensmg seems to have been
either Arstobulus instead of Alexander, with one Greek: copy, or else
Aristobulus, the son of ‘Alexander, with the Latin copies; which last
seems to me the most probable : for as to archbishop Usher's conj
that Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in the temple, and that
thence Aristobulus took i, and sent it to Pompey, they are both very
.improbable, and no way agreeable to Josephus, who would hardly have
avoided the recording both those uncommon tﬁ:mp of history, had be
, known any thi of them: nor would either the Jewish nation, or even
Pompey then have relished such a flagrant instanne.af sactilege.

+
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he demolished the citadel that was at Apamia, which Anti-
ochus Cyzicenus had built, and took cognizance of the coun-
try of Ptolemy Menneus, a wicked man, and not less so than
Dionysius of Tripoli, who had been beheaded, who was also
his relation by marriage z“{et did he buy off the punishment
of his crimes for a thousand talents, with which money Pom-
pey paid the soldiers their s. He also conquered the
place called Liysias, of which Silas, a Jew, was tyrant. And
when he had passed over the cities of Heliopolis and Chal-
cis, and got over the mountain which is on the limit of Cce-
losyria, he came from Pella to Damascus ; and there it was
that he heard the causes of the Jews, and of their governors
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, who were at difference one with
another, as also of the nation against them both, which did
not desire to be under kingek gzlv:mment, because the form
of government they received their forefathers was that
of subjection to the priests of that God whom they worship-
ped ; and [the‘y complained] that though these two were
the posterity of priests, yet did they seek to change the go-
vernment of their nation to another form, in order to enslave
them. - Hyrcanus complained, that although he were the
elder brother, be was deprived of the prerogative of his
birth by Aristobulus, and that he hath but a small part of
the country under bim, Aristobulus baving taken away the
rest from him by force. He also accused him, that the incur-
sions which had been made into their neighbours’ countries,
and the piracies that had been at sea, were owing to him ;
and that the nation would veot have revolted, unless Aristo-
bulus had been a. man given to violence and disorder ; and
there were no fewer than a thousand Jews, of the best esteem
among them, who confirmed this accusation ; which confir-
mation was procured by Antipater. But Aristobulus alleged
against him, that it was Hyrcapus’ own temper, which was
inactive, and on that account contemptible, which caused
him to be deprived of the government ; and that for himself
he was necessitated to take it upon him, for fear lest it should
be transferred to others. that as to his title [of king,}
it was no more than what his father had taken [before him. }
Hﬁ also ca&eg for witl;ensasessgil'en what mﬁd, stl)eme persons
who were both young in t, wi purple garments,
fine heads of ba{ir, and.other ornaments, were detested [by
the court,] and which they appeared in, not as h they
were to plead their cause in a court of justice, but as if they
were marching in pompous procession.

* 3, When Pompey had heard the causes of these two, and
ha% coniiﬁmned Aristobulus for his violent procedure, he

ov. 1IL 12 )
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then spake to them, and sent them away ; and told
them, that wi )6 came .?em into their country, he would
settle all ditirs, after he had first taken a view of the
affairs of #5¢ Nabateans. In the mean time, he ordered them
fo be'qiiiét ; and treated Aristobulus civilly, lest he should
make the nation revolt, and hinder his return : which yet
Aristobulus did ; for without expecting any farther determi-
nation, which Pompey had promised him, he went to the city
Delius; and thence marched into Judea.

4. At this behaviour, Pompey was angry ; and taking with
him that army which he was leading against the Nabateans,
and the auxiliaries that came from Damascus, and the other
parts of Syria, with the other Roman legions which he had
‘with him, he made an expedition against Aristobulus : but as

-he passed by Pella, and Sc;tbopoliﬁ, he came to Core, which
18 the first entrance into Judea, when one passes over the
mid-land countries, where he came to a most beautiful for-
tress that was built on the top of a mountain called Alexan-
.drium, whither Aristobulus had fled, and thence Pompey sent
his commands to him, that he should come to him. Accord-
ingly, at the persuasions of many, that he would not make
war with the Romans, he.came down : and when he had dis-

puted with his brother about the right to the government, he

went up again to the citadel, as Pompey gave him leave to
do ; and this he did two or three times; as flattering himself
with the hopes of having the kingdom granted him ; so that
he still preterided e would obey Pompey in whatsoever he
commanded, although at the same time he retired to his for-
tress that he might not depress himself too low, and that he
might be prepared for a war, in case it should prove as he
feared, that Pompey would transfer the government to Hyr-

canus. But when Pompey enjoined Aristobulus to deliver

up the fortresses he held, and to send an injunction to their
vernors, under his own hand, for that purpose, for they
ad been forbidden to deliver them up upon any other com-
mands, he submitted indeed to do so, but still he retired in
displeasure to Jerusalem, and made preparation for war. “ A
little after this, certain persons came out of Pontus, and in-
formed Pompey, as he was on the way, and conducting his
army against Aristobulus, that Mithridates was dead, and
was slain by his son Pharnaces.

-

~
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OHAPTER IV.

HOW POMPEY, WHEN THE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM SHUT THE
GATES AGAINST HIM, BESIEGED THE CITY, AND TOOK IT BY
FORCE ; AS ALSO WHAT OTHER THINGS HE DID IN JUDEA,
1. Now, when Pompey bad pitched his camp at Jericho,

(where the palm-tree grows, and that balsam* which is an

ointment, of all the most precious, which upon any incision

made in the wood with a sharp stone, distils out thence like

a juice,)he marched in the morning to Jerusalem. Here-

upon Aristobulus repented of what he was doing, and came

to Pompey, [and promised to] give him money, and received
him. into Jerusalem, and desired that he would leave off the
war, and do what be pleased peaceably. So Pompey, upon
his_entreaty, forgave him,and sent Gabinius and soldiers
with him, to receive the money and the city : yet was no
part of this performed, but Gabinius came back, being both
excluded out of the city, and receiving none of the money
promised, because Aristobulus’ soldiers would not permit the
agreements to be executed. At this,Pompey was very an-
gry, and put Aristobulus into prison, and came himself to the
city, which was s on every side, excepting the north,
which was not so well fortified, for there was a broad and

,deeg ditch that encompassed the city, and included within

it the temple, which was itself encompassed about with a

very strong stone wall.t
2. Now, there was a sedition of the men that were within

the city, who did not agree what was to be done in their pre-
sent circumstances, while some thought it best to deliver up

# These express testimonies of Josephus' here, and Antiq. B. viii. c.
vi. sec. 6. vol. ii. and B. xv. c. iv. sec. 2. vol. iii. that the only balsam
gardens, and the best palm-trees, were, at least in his days, near Jeri-
chomdi,ubontdwmnh part of the Dead 'Sea, (whereabout
also the Great saw the balsam drop,) show the mistake of
those that understand Eusebius and Jerom, as if one of those gardeus .
were at ﬂnn.:tmnafthnna.n Zoar or Segor, whereas they must
;“iﬂm;’ dmean bly r ?l::;l: Segwtlo:, :hich tl:'eyudom Jerich% and

i, to us, which yet not & to do, or
el:? m‘zleontndict Josephus, and were thsui:‘:p?;ldy mis-
taken : I mean this, unless that bnhm,mdthebeﬂxhs-mu,mw
much more southward in Judea, in the days of Eussbius and Jerom,
than they did .n the days of Josephus.

+ The particular depth and breadth of this ditch, whence the stones
for the wall about the temple were probably taken, are omitted in our
copics of Josephus, bus set down by Strabo, B. xvi. p. 763, from whom
we learn, that this ditch was 60 feet deep, and 250 broad. How-
ever, ita is, in the next section, said by J us to be immense,
which exactly agrees to Strabo’s iption, and which number in Stra-
bo is a stromg confirmation of the truth of Josephus’ desiription also,
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; but Aristobulus® party exhorted them

the city to Po

to shut use he was kept in prison. Now, these

prevented fhig btheérs, and seized upon the temple, ard cut off

the bﬁ%v ached from it to the city,and prepared

them to abide a siege ; but the others admittedli’om-
’s 1ty éind delivered up beth the city and the king’s

palace to Iini. 80 Pompey sent his lieutenant Piso with-an

army, and glaced garrisons both in the city and in the pa-
lace, to seeiire them, and fortified the houses that joined to
the te b5 and all those which were more distant, and with-
out it in the first place, he offered terms of accom-
10 those within ; but when they would not comply
with what was desired, he encompassed all the places there-
about with a wall, wherein Hyrcanus did gladly assist him on
‘all occasions, but Pompey pitched hiseamp within [the wall;]
on the north part of the temple, where it was most practica-
ble ; but even on that side there were great towers, and a
ditch had been dug, and a deep valley begirt it round about,
for on the parts toward the city were precipices, and the
bridge on which Pompey had gotten in was en down ;
however, a bank was raised day by day, with a great deal of
labour, while the Romans cut down materials for it from the
. places mnd about: and when this bank vs sufficiently
rai e the ditch filled up, though but poorly, by reason
of its immense depth, he brought up his mechanical engines,
and battering-rams, from Tyre, and placing them on the
bank, he battered the temple with the stones that were
thrown against it. And had it not been our practice, from
the days of our forefathers, torest on the seventh days, this
bauk could never have been perfect, by reason of the oppo-
sition the Jews would have made ; f,zog‘ though our law gives
us leave then to defend ourselves against those that begin to
ht with us,and assault us,yet does it not permit us to med-
dle with our enemies, while they do any thing else.

3. Which thing when the Romans understood, on those
days which we call the Sabbaths, they threw nothing at the
Jews, nor came to any pitched battle with them, buf raised
up their earthen banks, and brought their ensf:a into such
forwardness that they might do execution next days,
And any one may hence learn, how very great piety we ex-
ercise toward Gad, and the observance laws, since the
priests were not at all hindered fram their sacred ministra-
tions, by their fear d-mngb;hns siege, but did still, twice a-
day, in the moming, and about the ninth hour, offer their sa-
crifices on the altar: nor did they omit those sacrifices, if
any melancholy accident happened, by the stones that were
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thrown them ; for the city was taken inthe
third m:‘:t‘!’:g on the daj Mﬁst,’* intytbe one hundred
seventy-ninth Olympiad, when Caius Antonius and Marcus
ius Cicero, were consuls, and the enemy then fell upon
them, and cut the throats of those that were in the temple,
yet could not those that offered the sacrifices be compelled
to run away, neither by the fear thely were in of their own
lives, nor by the number that were alread slain, as thinking
it better to suffer whatever came upon them, at their very
altars, than to omit any thing that their laws required of
them. And that this is not a mere brag, or an encomium to
manifest a d of our piety that was false, but is the real
truth, I appeal to those that have written of the acts of Pom-
pey ; and among them, to Strabo, and Nicolaus [of Damas-
cus ;] and besides these two, Titus Livius, the writer of the
Roman history, who will bear witness to this thing.t
ing engine was brought near, the
€

4. But when the battenni
Ereatest of the towers was shaken by it, and fell down, and
ra

ke down a partof the fortifications, so the enemy poured
in apace ; and Cornelius Faustus, the son of Sylla, with his
“soldiers, first of all ascended the wall, and next to him Furius
the centurion, with those that followed, on the other part,
while Fabius, who was also a centurion, ascended it in the
iddle, with a great body of men after him. Bat now all
was full of slaughter ; some of the Jews beinE slain by the
Romans, and some by one another; nay, some there were who
threw themselves down the precipices, or put fire to their
houses, and burnt them, as not able to bear the miseries they
. were under.  Of the Jews there fell twelve thousand, but
of the Romans very few. Absalom,who was at once both
uncle, and father-in-law to Aristobulus, was taken captive,
And no small enormities were committed about the temple
itself, which, in former ages,had been inaccessible, and seen
by none ; for Pompey went into it, and not a fewof those

#* That is on the 23d of Sivan, the annual fast for the defectinn and
idolatry of Jeroboamn, who made Isracl to.sin; or possibly some othex
fast might fall into that month, before and in the days of Josephus.

4+ It deserves here to be noted, thdt this Pharisaical, superstitious na-
tion, that offensive fighting was unlawful to Jews, even under the ut-
most necessity, on the Sabbath-day, of which we hear nothing befora
the times of the Maccabees, was the Erroper occasion of Jerusalem’s be-
ing take by Pompey, Sosius, and by Titus, as appears from the places
already quoted in the note on Antiq. B. xiii. c. wiii. sec. 1. which scru-
pulous supergtition, as to the observation of such a rigorous rest upon
the Sabbath-day, our Saviour always opposed, when the Pharisaical
Jews insisted on it, as is evident in many places in the New Testament,
though he still intimated how pernicious that superstition might prove to
them in their flight from the Romans. Matt. xxv. 20.

Vol. 111, ' 12*




baizesry GOOGle



OF THE JEWS. 189

“the Romansexacted of us, in a little time, above tep thousand
talents. And the royal authority, which was 3 dignity for-
merly bestowed on those that were high-priests, by the r‘ﬁbt
of their family, became the property of private men. But

* of these matters we shall treat in their proper places. Now

ompey committed Ccelosyria, as far as the river Euphrates
and , to_Scaurus, with two Roman legions, and then
went away to Cilicia, and made haste to Rome. He also car-
ried bound along with him Aristobulus and his children ; for
he' had two daughters, and as many sons ; the one of which
ran away, but the yourger, Antigonus, was carried to Rome,
together with his sisters.

Prpyym——
CHAPTHR V.
HOW SCAURUS MADE A LEAGUE OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE WITH

ARETAS. 'AND WHAT GABINIUS DID IN JUDEA, AFTER HE
HAD CONQUERED ALEXANDER, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS,

1. Scavrus made now an expedition against Petrea, in
Arabia, and set on fire all the places round about it,
of the great difficulty of access to it. And as his army was
inched by famine, Antipater furnished him with corn out of
udea, and with whatever else he wanted, and this at the
command of Hyrcanus. And whenhe was sent to Aretas, as
an ambassador by Scaurus, because he had lived with him
formerly, he persuaded Aretas to give Scaurus a sum of
money, to prevent the burning of his country ; and under-
took to be E: surety for three hundred talents. So Scaurus,
uipon these terms, ceased to make war any longer ; which was
done as much at Scaurus’ desire, as at the desire of Aretas.
2. Some time after this, when Alexander, the son of Aris-
tobulus, made an incursion into Judea, Gabinius came from
Rome to Syria, as commander of the Roman forces. He did
many considerable actions : and particularly made war with
Alexander, since Hyrcanus was not yet able to op, his -
power, but was already attempting to rebuild the wall of Je- _
rusalem, which Pompey had overthrown, al the Ro-
mans, which were there, restrained him from that his design.
Iowever, Alexander went over all the country round about,
and armed many of the Jews, and suddﬁiggot together ten
thousand armed footmen, and fifteen hu horsemen, and
fortified Alexandrium, a fortress near to Cores and Mache-
rTus, near the mountains of Arabia. Gabinius therefore came
upon him, having sent Marcus Antonius, with other com-
manders, before. These armed such Romans as followed
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them ; together with them, such Jews as were subject
to them, leaders were Pitholaus and Malichus, and
they took with them also their friends that were with Anti-
pater, and met Alexander, while Gabinius hfmself followed

ith his legion. Hereupon, Alexander retired to the neigh-

. bourhood of Jerusalem, where they fell upon‘one another,
and it came to a pitched battle, in which the Romans slew
gg tb:iu- enemies three thousand, and took a little num-

r alive.

-3, At which time Gabinius came to Alexandrium, and in-
vited those that were in it to deliver it up on certain condi-
tions, and promised that then their former offences should be
forgiven: gut asa 'i:eat number of the enemy had pitched .
their camp before the fortress, when the Romans attacked,
Marcus Antonius fought bravely, and slew a.great number,
and seemed to come off with the greatest honour. So Gabi-
nius lefi part of his army there, in order to take the place,
and he himself went into other parts of Judea, and gave or-
der to rebuild all the cities that he met with, that had been
demolished ; at which time were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod,
Scythopolis, Anthedon, Raphia, and Dora ; Marissa also, and
Gaza, and not a few others besides. And as the men acted
according to Gabinius’ command, it came to pass, that at
this time these cities were securely inhabited, which had
been desolate for a long time. .

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the country, he re-
turned to Alexandrium ; and when he urged on the siege of
the place, Alexander sent an embassage to him, desiring that
he would pardon his former offences : he also delivered up
the fortresses, Hyrcania, and Macherus; and at last Alexan-
drium itself, which fortresses Gabinius demolished. But
when Alexander’s mother, who was of the side of the Ro-
mans, as having her husband and other children at Rome,
came to him, he granted her whatsoever she asked ; and
when he had settled matters with her, he brought Hyrcanus

* to Jerusalem, and committed the care of the temple to him.
And when he had ordained five councils, he distributed the
nation into the same number of parts. So these councils go-
verned the people ; the first was a* Jerusalem, the second at
Gadara, the third at Amathus, the fourth at Jericho, and the
fifth at §epphoris, in Galilee. So the Jews were now freed
from monarchial authority, and were governed by an aris-
tocracy.* ‘

* Dean Prideaux well observes, ‘¢ That notwithstanding the clamour

against Gabinius at Rome, Josephus gives him a laudable character, as
3f he had mcquitted himself with honour in the charge committed to
biw,” [in Judea.] See at the year 55.
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ORAPTER VI.

HOW GABINTUS CAUGHT ARISTOBULUS APTER HE RAD PLED
FROM ROME, AND SENT HIM BACK TO ROME AGAIN j AND
HOW THE SAME GABINIUS, AS HE RETURNED OUT OF EGYPT,
OVERCAME ALEXANDER AND THE NABATEANS IN BATTLE.

1. Now, Aristobulus ran away from Rome to Judea, and
set about tbe rebuilding of Alexandrium, which had been
newly dewolished : hereupon, Gabinius sent soldiers against
him, and for their commanders, Sisenna and Antonius, and
Servilius, in order to hinder him from getting possession of
the country, and to take him again. And indeed many of the
Jews ran to Aristobulus, on account of his former glory, as
also because they should be glad of .an innovation. gow,
there was one Pitholaus, a lieutenant at Jerusalem, who de-
serted to him with a thousand men, although a great number
of those that came to him were unarmed ; and when Aristo-
bulus had resolved to go to Macherus, he dismissed those
people, because they were unarmed, for they could net be -
uselu) to him in what actions they were going about, but he
took with him eight thousand that were armed, and marched
on: and as the Romans fell upon them severely, the Jews
fought valiantly, but were beaten in the battle’; and when
they had fought with alacrity, but were overborne by the
enemy, they were put to flight ; of whom were elain about
five thousand, and the rest, being dispersed, tried, as well as
they were able, to save themselves. However, Aristobulus
had with him still above one thousand, and with them he fled
1o Macherus, and fortified the place, and though he had ill
success, he still bad good hope of his affairs : but whean he
had struggled against the siege for two days’ time, and had
. received many wounds, he was ht as a captive to Fa-
binius, with his son Antigonus, who also fled with him from
TRome. And this was the fortune of Aristobulus, who was
sent back again to Rome, and was there retained in bonds,
having been both king and high-priest for three years and
six months ; and was indeed an eminent person, and one of
a great soul. Howerver, the senate let his children go, upon
Gabinius’ writing to them, that he had promised their mo-
ther so much when she delivered up the fortresses to him ;
and accordingly, they then returned into Judea. .

- 2, Now,when Gabinius was making an expedition agains.
the Parthians, and had almae((liy passed over Kuphrates, be
changed his mind, and resolved to return into Egypt, in order

" to restore Ptolemy to his kingdom.* This bath algo been

# This history is best illustrated by De. Hudean r~ut ofl,iv{. who says,
«I'hat A. Gabinius the proconsul, restored Ptolemy 10 his kingdom of
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related elsewhere. However, Antiﬁater supplied his army,
which he sent aFainst Archelaus, with corn, and weapons, a
money. He also made those jews, who were above Belu-
sium, his friends and confederates, and had been the guardi-
ans of the passes that led into Egypt. But when he came
back out o? t, he found Syria in disorder with seditions
and troubles ; for Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, having
seized on the government a second time by force, made many
of the Jews revolt to him, and so he marched over the coun-

" try with a great army, and slew all the Romans he could light
upon, and proceeded to besiege the mountain called Geriz-

_ zim, whither they had retreated. ,

3. But when Gabinius found Syria in such a state, he sent
Antipater, who was a_prudent man, to those that were sedi-
tious, to-try whether he could cure them of their madness,
and persuade them to return to a better mind ; and when he
came to them, he brought many of them to a sound mind, and
induced them to do what they ought to do, but he could not
restrain Alexander, for he had an army of thirty thousand
Jews, and met Gai)inius, and joining battle with him, was -
beaten, and lost ten thousand of his men about mount Tabor.

4. So Gabinius settled the affairs which belonged to the
city Jerusalem, as was agreeable to Antipater’s inclination,
and went against the Nabateans, and overcamé them in battle.
He also sent away in a friendly manner Mithridates and Or-
sanes, who were Parthian deserters, and came to him, though
the report we_t abroad that they had run away from him.
And when Gabinius had performed greatand glorious actions,
in his management of the affairs of war, he returned to Rome,
and delivered the government to Crassus. Now, Nicolaus of
Damascus, and Strabo of Capgadoci’a, both describe the ex-
peditions of Pompey and Gabinius against the Jews, while
neither of themn say any thing new which is not in the other.

————
CHAPTER VII.

HOW CRASSUS CAME INTO JUDEA AND PILLAGED THE TEMPLE ;
AND THER MARCHED AGAINST THE PARTHIANS, AND PER-
ISHED WITH HIS ARMY. ALSO, HOW CASSIUS OBTAINED .
SYRIA, AND PUT A STOP TO THE PARTHIANS, AKD THEN
WENT UP TO JUDEA.

1, Now Crassus, as he was going upon his expedition
against the Parthians, came into Judea, and ca off the.
money that was in the temple, which Pompey had left; being
Feypt, and ejected Archelaus, whom they had set up for king,” &c.
See Prid. at the year 64 and 65. ® )
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two thousand talents, and was disposed to spoil it of all the
gold belonii:g to it, which was eight thousand talents. He
also took a beam which was made of solid beaten gold, of the
weight of three hundred mine ; each of which weighed two
nds and a half. It was the priest who was guardian of
’tbmeusacred treasures, and whose name was Eleazer, that gave
him this beam, not out of a wicked design, for he was a good
and a righteous man : but being intrusted with the custody
of the vails belol?ilx to the temple, which were of admira-
ble beauty, and of very costly workmanship, and hung down
irom this beam, when he saw that Crassus was busy in ﬁla-
thering money, and was in fear for the entire ornaments of the
temfle,he gave him this beam of gold, as a ransom for the
whole, but this not till he bad given his oath that he would
remove nothing else out of the temple, but be satisfied with
this only which he should give him, being worth many ten
thousand [shekels.] Now, this beam was contained in a
wooden beam, that was holiow, but was known to no others,
- but Eleazer alone knew it; yet did Crassus take away this
beam, upon the condition of touching nothing else that be-
longed to the temple, and then broke his oath, and carried
away all the gold that was in the temple.
2. And let no one wonder that there was so much wealth
in our temple, since all the Jews throughout the habitable
_ earth, and .those that worshipped God, nay, even those of
Asia and Europe, sent their contributions to it, and this from
very apcient times ; nor is the largeness of these sums with-
out its attestation ; nor is that greatness owing to our vanity,

asraising it without ground to so great a height ; but there.

are many witnesses to it, and particularly Strabo of Cappa-
docia, who says thus: * Mithridates sent to Cos, and took
the money which queen Cleoratra had deposited there, as
also eight hundred talents belonging to the Jews.” Now,
" we have no public money but only what rtains to God ;
and it is evident the Asian Jews remov tﬁ?s money out of
fear of Mithridates, for it is not probable that those of Ju-
dea, who had a strong city and temple, should send their
money to Cos ; nor is it likely that the Jews, who are inha-
bitants of Alexandria, should do so either, since they were
in no fear of Mithridates. And Strabo himself bears witness
to the same thing in another place, that at the same time that
Sylla passed over into Greece, in order to fight against Mi-
thridates, he sent Lucullus to put an end to a sedition that
our nation, of whom the habitable earth is full, had raised in
Cyrene : where he speaks thus : “ There were four classes
- of men among those of Cyrene, that of citizens, that of hus-

v
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bandmen, the third of. stramgers, and the fourth of Jews.

Now, these Jews are already gotten into all cities, and it is

hard to fmd t:i&lace in the habitable earth that hath not ad-

" mitted this of men, and is fot pessessed by it : and it
hath come 1o pass that Egypt and Cyrene, as having the
same governors, and ma‘fren& number of other nations, imitate
their way of living, and maintain great bodies of these Jews,
in a'pecufiar manner, and grow up to-greater 'gmpenty with
them, and 'make use of the same laws. withy that mation also.
Accordingly, the Jews have places assigred them in L
wherein they inhabit, besides what is peculiarly allotted to
that nation at Alexandria, which is a large part of that city.
‘There is also an ethnarch allowed them, who governs the na-
tion, and distributes justice to them, and takes care of their
contracts, and of the laws to them belonging, as if he were
the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, therefore, this na-
tion is powerful, because the Jews were originally: tians,

_and because the land wherein they inhabit, since g went
thence, is near to Fﬁ'pt. They also removed into Cyrene,
because that this land adjoined to the government of ggypl,
as well as does Judea, or rather was formierly under the same
government.” And this is what Strabo says.

3. So when Crassus had settled all things as he himself
pleased, he marched inta Parthia, where both he himself, and
all his army, perished, as hath been related elsewhere. But
Cassius, as he fled from Rome to Syria, took possession of it
and was an impediment to the Parthians, who, by reason o
their victory over Crassus, made incursions upon it : and as
he came back to Tyre, he went up into Judea also, and fell
upon Tarichez, and presently took it, and carried about
thirty thousand Jews captives ; and slew Pitholaus, who suc-

- ceeded Aristobulus in his seditious practices, and that by the
persuasion of Antipater, who proved to have great interest
in him, and was at that time in' great repute with the Idu-
means also : out of which nation he married a wife, who was
the daughter of one of theireminent men, and her name was
Cypros;* by whom he had four sons, Phasael, and Herod,
who was afterwards made king, and Joseph, and Pheroras ;
and a daugtiter, nained Salome. This Antipater cultivated
also a friendship and mutual kindness with other potentates,
but especially with the king of Arabia, to-whom he committed ,
his children, while he fought against Aristobulus. Se Cas-
sius removed his camp, and marched: to Euphrates, to meet

® Dr. Hudson obgerves, that the name of this wife of Antipater in
Josephus was Cypras, as a Hebrew termination, but not Cypris, the
Greek name for Venus, as some critics were ready to correct it.
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W were coming to attack him, as hath been related *
rs.
4. But sometime afterwards, Ceesar, when he had taken
Roime, and after Pompey and the senate were fled beyond
_ the Ionian sea, freed Aristobulus from his bonds, and re- .
" solved to send him into Syria, and delivered two legions to
him, that he might see matters riﬁbt as being a potent man
in that country ; but Aristobulus had no eqjoiment of what
he hoped for from the power that was given him by Casar,
for those of Pompey’s party prevented it,and destmged him
lg{roison: and of Cesar’s party buried him. His dead
: ly also lay for a good while embal in honey, till An-
tonl{\aﬁerv{ard;usle?'t itto % udesac, and causeg him to be bt:li'ied
in the royal sepulchre. But Scipio, upon Pompey’s sendi
to him toy slay Alexander, the sonof Aristobulus’;e gecanse tﬂs
young man was accused of what offences he had at first been
E:ilty of against the Romans, cut off his head : and thus did
die at Antioch. But Ptolemvy, the son of Menneus, who
was the ruler of Chalcis, under mount Libanus, took his
brethrentohim, and sent his son Philippion to Askelon to Aris-
tobulus’ wife, and desired her to send back with him her son
Antigonus, and her daughters : the one of which, whose name
was Alexandra, Philippion fell in love with, and married her
though afterwards his father Ptolemy slew him, and marri
Alexandra, and continued to take care of her brethren.

e—
CHAPTER VIIL

THE JEWS BECOME CONFEDERATES WITH CESAR WHEN HE
FOUGHT AGAINST EGYPT. THE GLORIOUS ACTIONS OF ANTI-
PATER, AND HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH CZ8AR. THE HONOURS
WHICH THE JEWS RECEIVED FROM THE BOMANS AND ATHEN-
1ANS. :

1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after that wictory
Cesar had gained over him, Antipater, who managed the
Jewish affairs, became very useful to Czsar when he made
war aﬁinst E’gypt, and that by the order of Hyrcanus : for
when Mitbridates of Pergamus was bringing his auxiliaries,
and was not able to continue his march threugh Pelusium,
but cbliged to stay at Askelon, Antipater came to him, con-
ducting three thousand of the Jews! armed men: he ha
also taken care that the principal men of the Arabians should:*
::ll:emg to his assistance Inm ‘:lgo on his aecmz:é it was, that &w .

yrians assisted hi , as_not williog to appear be-
Iundh'v lnfl l'l their alaer’ity for Cwmsar, viz. Jnmg icus the
ol, 111, B ¢
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ruler, and Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy, the son of Sohe-
mus, who dwelt at mount Libanus,and almost all the cities.
So Mitaridates marched out of Syria, and came to Pelusium ;
and when its inbabitants would not admit him, be besi
the city. Now Antipater signalized himself here, and was
the first who plucked down a part of the wall, and so opened
a way to the rest, whereby they might enter the city, and
by this means Pelusium was taken : but it happened that the

{tian Jews, who dwelt in the country called Onion, would
not let Antipater and Mithridates, with their soldiers, pass
to Cesar, but Antipater persuaded them to come over to
their party, because he was of the same people with them,
and that chiefly by showing them the epistles of Hyrcanus the
high-priest, wherein he exhorted them to cultivate friendshi

with Cesar, and to supgly his army with money, and a
sorts of provisions which they wanted : and accordingly, when
they saw Antipater and the high-priest of the same senti-
ments, they did as they were desired. And when the Jews
about Memphis heard that these Jews were come over to
Cesar, they also invited Mithridates to come to them: so be .
<came and received them also into his army.

2. And when Mithridates had gone over all Delta, as the
place is called, he came to a pitched battle with the enemy,
near the place called the Jewish camp. Now Mithridates
had the right wing, and Antipater the left ; and when it came
to a fight, that wing where Mithridates was, gave way, and
was likely to suffer extremely, unless Antipater nad come
running to him with his own soldiers along the shore, when
he had already beaten the enemy that opposed him ; so he
delivered Mithridates, and put those Egyptians, who had
.been too hard for him, to flight. He also took their camp,
and continued in the pursnit of them. He also recalled Mitﬁ—
ridates, who had been worsted, and was retired a great way
off ; of whose soldiers eight hundred fell, but of Antipater’s
ﬁﬁg. 8o Mithridates sent an account of this bajtle to Cesar,
and openly declared, that Antipater was the author of this

. victory, and of his own preservation, insomuch that Ceesar
commended Antipater then, and made use of him all the rest
. of that war in the mast hazardous undertakings : he happened

- also to be wounded in one of those engagements.

. 3. However, when Casar, after some time, had finished
that war, and was sailed away for Syria, he honoured Anti-
Eam greatla and confirmed Hyrcanus in the high-priest-

ood ; and bestowed on Antipater the privilege of a citizen
of Rome, and a freedom from taxes every where : and itis
reported by many, that Hyrcanus went along with Antipater
in this expedition, and came himself into Egypt. And Strabo
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of Cappadocia bears witness to this, when he says thus, i:
the name of Asinius : * After Mithridates had invaded Egypt,
and with him Hyrcanus the high-priest of the Jews.” a&;
the same Strabo says thus again, in another place, in t|
name of Hypsicrates, that * Mithridates at first went out

- alone, but that Antiptter, who had the care of the Jewish
affairs, was called by him to Askelon, and that he had gotten
ready three thousand soldiers to go along with him, and en-
couraged other governors of the country to go along with him
also ; and that Hyrcanus the high-priest was also present in
this expedition.” ~ This is what Strabe says.

4. But Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, came at this time
to Ceesar, aund * lamented his father’s fate ; and complained
that it was by Antipater’s means that Aristobulus was taken
off by poison, and his brother was beheaded by Scipio, and
desired that he would take pity of him who had been ejected
out of that principality which was due to him.” He also ac-
cused Hyrcanus and "Antipater as governing the nation by -
violence, and oﬂ'eringeinjuries to himself. Antipater was pre-
sent, and made his defence as to the accusations that were
laid against him. * He demonstrated that Antigonus and his

arty were given to innovation, and were seditious persons.

e also put%tesar in mind, what difficult services he had un-
dergone when he had assisted him in his wars, and discoursed
about what he was a witness of himself. He added that Aris-
tobulus was justly carried away to Rome, as one that was an
enemy to the Romans; and could never be brought to be a
friend to them, and that his brother had no more than he de-~
served from Scipio, as being seized in committing robbe-
ries ; and that this punishment was not inflicted on himp in a
way of violence or injustice by him that did it.”

5. When Antipater had made this speech, Ceesar appointed
Hyrcanus to be high-priest ; and gave Antipater what prin-
cipality he himself should choose, leaving the determination

to himself: so he made him procurator of Judea. He also
gave Hyrcanus leave to raise up the walls of his own city,
upon his asking that favour of him, for they had been demo-
lished by Pompey. And this grant he sent to the consuls
to Rome, to be engraven in the capitol. _The decree of the
senate was this that follows :* * Lucius Valerius, the son of

® Take Dr. Hudson’s note upon this glace, which I sup to be the
truth: « Here is some mistake in Joscphus: for when he had promised
usad for the ion of J lem, he brings in a decree of far
greater antiquity, and that a league of friendship and union only. One
may ehsily believe that Josephus gave order for one thing, and ais ama-
_ muensis performed another by transposing decrees that concerned the

i
I3
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.Lucius the pretor, referred this to the senate, upon the ides
of December, in the temple of Concord. There were pre-
sent at the writing of this decree Lucius Coponius, the son
of Lucius, of the Coliine tribe, and Papirius of the Quirine
tribe, concerning the affairs which Alexander, the son of Ja-
son, and Numeniys, the son of Antiochus, and Alexander, the
son of Dositheus, ambassadors of the Jews, good and worth
men, proposed, who came to renew that league of good-will
and friendship with the Romans, which was in being before.
They also brought a shield of gold, as a mark of confede-
racy, valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold ; and desired

, that letters might be given them, directed both to the free
cities, and to the kings, that their country and their havens
might be at peace, and that no one among them might re-

ceive any inj nﬁi 1t therefore pleased [the senate] to make a
league of friendship and good-will with them, and to bestow
on them whatsoever they stood in need of, and to accept of
the shield which was brought by them. This was done in the
ninth year of Hyrcanus the high-priest and ethnarch, in the
month Panemus.” Hyrcanus also received honours from the
people of Athens, as having been useful to them on many oc-
casions. And when they wrote to him, they sent him this de-
cree, as it here follows: ** Under the prutaneia and priést-
hood of Dionysius, the son of Esculapius, on the fitth day of
the latter part of the month Panemus, this decree of the Athen-
ians was given to their commanders, when Agathocles was
archon, and Eucles, the son of Menander, of Alimusia, was
the scribe. In the month Munychion, on the eleventh day
of the prutaneia, a council of the presidents was held in the
theatre. Dorotheus, the high-priest, and the fellow presi-
dents with him, put it to the vote of the people. Dionysius,
the son of Dionysius, gave the sentence : since Hyrcanus,
the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the
Jews, continues to bear good-will to our people in geperal,

"-and to every one of our citizens in particular, and treats themn
with all sorts of kindness; and when any of the Athenians
come to him, either as ambassadors, or on any occasion of

-their own, he receives them in an obliging manner, and sees
that they are conducted back in safety, of which we bave
Hyrcani, and as deluded by the sameness of their names; for that be-

to the first high-priest of this name, {John Hyrcanus,] which Jo-

: here ascribes to one that lived later, [Hyrcanus, the son of Alex-
ander Japneus.] However, the decree which he proposes to set dowa,
Sollows a little lower, in the collection of Roman decrees, that conoerned
-the Jews, and is that dated when Cesar was consul the fifth time.

Seec. x 0. §
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Yiad several former testimonies, it is now also decreéd, at the

report of Theodosius, the son of Theodorus, and upon his
guttmg the people in mind of the virtue of this man, and that:

is purpose is to do us all the food that is in his- power, to -
honour him with a crown of gold, the usual reward accord
mﬁ)t: the law, and to erect his statue in brass in the temple
of Demus, and of the Graces ; and that this present of a crown
shall be proclaimed publicly in the theatre, in the Dion
sian shows, while the new tragedies are acting ; and in the
Panathenian, and Eleusinian, and Gymnical shows also ; and
that the commanders shall take care, while he continues in
his friendship, and preserves his good-will to us, to return
all possible honour and favour to the man for his affection
and generosity ; that by this treatment it may agepear how
our people receive the good kindly, and repay them a suit-
able reward ; and he may be induced to proceed in his af-
fection toward us bﬁhe hénours we have already Iaid him.
That ambassadors be also chosen out of all the Athenians
who shall carry this decree to him, and desire him to accept
of the honours we do him, and to endeavour always to
doing some good to our city.” And this shall ce us to’
have spoken as to the honours that were paid by the Ro-
mans, and the people of Athens, to Hyrcanus.

OHAPTHR IX.

HOW ANTIPATER COMMITTED THE CARE OF GALILEE TO HEROD
AND THAT OF JERUSALEM TO PHASAELUS ; A8 ALSO HOW
HEROD, UPON THE JEWS’ ENVY AT ANTIPATER, WAS ACCUSED
BEFORE HYRCANUS. ' )
1. Now, when Casar had settled the affairs of Syria, he

sailed away : and assoon as Antipater had conducted Casar

out of Syria, he returned to Judea. He then immediately
raised upthe wall which had been thrown down by Pompey ;
and, by coming thither, he pacified that tumult which had
been in the country, and this by both threatening and ad--
vising them to be quiet : for that, “ if they would be of Hyr-
canus’ side, they would live happily, and lead their lives
without disturbance, in the enjoyment of their own posses-
sions ; but if they were addicted to the hopes of what might
come by innovation, and aimed to get wealth therebv, they

. should l?ave him a severe master, instead of a gentle governor,
and Hyrcanus a tyrant, instead of a king. and the Romans,
together with Czsar, their bitter enemies, ihstead of rulers,
forvtblatltlhley would nevgl; bear .him to be set aside whom

ol. 111, 1
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they had appeinted togovern.” And when Antipaterbad said
this to them, he himself settled the affairs of this country.
2. And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow and slothful
temper. he made Phasaelus, his eldest son, governor of Jeru-
salem, and of the Elaces that were about it, but commiited .
Galilee to Herod, his next son, who was then a very young
man, for he was but fifteen* years of age : but that yeuth of
his was no impediment to bim; but as be was a youth of
great mind, he presently met with an opportunity of signal-
jzing his courage ; for finding that there was one Hezekias,a -
captain of a band of robbers, who overran the neffhbouri
parts of Syria with a great troop of them, he seized him, an
slew him, as well as agreat number of the other robbers that
yere with him ; for which action he wasgreatly beloved by
the Syrians ; for when they were very desirous to bave their
country freed from this nest of robbers, be purged it of them :
80 they sung songs in his commendation in their villages and
cities, as baving procured them peace, and the zecure en-
l1loyment of their possessions ; and on this account it was, that
e became known to Sextus émr, who was a relation of the
great Ceesar’s, and was now president of Syria. Now Pha-.
saelus, Herod’s brother, was moved with emulation at his
actions, and envied the fame he had thereb; gotten, and be-
came ambitious not to be behindhand with him in deserving
it: so he made the inhabjtants of Jerusalem bear him the
greatest good-will, while he held the city himself, but did
neither manage its affairs improper}_y, nor abuse his authority
therein. This conduct procured from the nation to Antipa-
ter such ct as is-due to kings, and such bonours as he
inight partake of, if he were an absolute lord of the country.
Yet did not this splendour of his, as frequently happens, in
« the least diminish in him that kindness and fidelity which
he owed to Hyrcanus, -

3. But now, the principal men among the Jews, when they
saw Antipater and bis sons grow so much in the -will the
nation bore to them, and in'the revenues which they received
out of Judea, and out of Hyrcanus’ own wealth, they became
ill disposed to bim : for indeed Antipater had contracted a
friendship with the Roman emperors; and when be had

® Those who will carefully observe the several occasional numbers
and chronological characters in the life and death of this Herod, and of
his children, ber noted, will soe, that twenty-five years, and not fif-
teen, must for cextain haye been here Jossphus’ own number for the;
of Herod, when he was made governor of Galiles,. See c. xxiii. sec. 5, .
and c. xxiv. sec. 7, and particularly Ae::ig. B. xyii. c. viii. sec. 1. vol. iv,
#here, about 44 years afterwards, Herod dies an ald man at about .
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revailed with Hyrcanus to send them money, he took itto
imself, and purloined the nt intended, and sent it, as
if it were his own, and not Hyrcanus’ gift to them.. Hyrca-
nus heard of this his management, but took no care about it ; °
nay, he rather was very glad of it : but the chief men of the
Jews were, therefore, in fear, because they saw that Herod
was a violent and boid man, and very desirous of actinﬁnty-
rannically ; so they came to !’-lyreanus, and now accused Anti-
pater y, and said to him, “ How long wilt thou be quiet
r such actions as are now dore ! Or dost thou not see
that Antipater and his sons have already seized upon the go-
vernment ? and that it is only the name of a king which is
mn thee? But do not.thou suffer these things to be hidden
thee ; mor do thou think to escape danger by be':g so
careless of thyself and of thy kingdom : for Antipater and his
sons are not now stewards of thine affairs : do not thou de-
ceive thyself with such a notion, they are evidently absolute
lords : for Herod, Antipater’s son bath slain Hezekias, and
those that were with him, and hath thereby transgressed our
law, which hath forbidden to slay any man, €ven though he
were a wicked man, unless he had been first condemued to
suffer death by the sanbedrim, yet hath he been so insolent
as to do this, and that without any authority from thee.*.
4, Hyrcanus’ hearing this, be complied with them.
The mothers also of those that had been slain by Herod
raised his indignation ; for these women continued every day
in the temple, persuading the king, and the people, that He-
rod might undergo a trial before the sanhedrim, for what he
had done. Hyrcanus was so meved by these complaints, that
he summ Herod to come to his trial, for what was charged
upon him. Accordingly, he came : but his father had per-
suaded him to come not like a private man, but with a guard,
for the security of his person ; and that when he had settled
the affairs of Galilee in the best manner he could for his own
advantage, he should come to his trial, but still with a body
of men sufficient for his security on his jouroey, yet so that
he should not come with so grea! a force as mig t look like
terrifying Hyrcanus, but still such a one as might not expose

* k is here worth our while to remark, that none could be put to
death in Judea, but by the approbation of the Jewish sanhedrim, there
being an excellent provision in the law of Moges, that even in criminal
causes, and particularly where life was concerned, an appeal lie
from the lesser councils of seven, in the other eitios,wﬂwm
.council of seventy-one at Jerusalem And this is exactly ing to
our Saviour's words when he says, It could pet be that & prophet should
perish out of Jerusalem, Luke xili. 33. , )
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hiin naked and unguarded [to his enemtes.] However, Sex-
tus Cesar, president of Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, and de-
sired him to clear Herod, and dismiss him at his trial, and
threatened him beforehand, if he did not do it. Which epis-
tle of his was the occasion of Hyrcanus’ deliverinf Herod
from suffering any harm from the sanhedrim, for he loved
him as his own son. But when Herod stood before the san-
hedrim, with his body of men about him, he affrighted them
all, and no one of his former accusers durst after that bri
any charge against him, but there was a deep silence, an
nobody knew' what was to be done. When affairs stood
thus, one whose name was Samegs,* a righteous man he was,
and for that he was above all' fear, who rose up, and said,
O you that are assessors with me, and O thou that art our
king, I neither bave ever myself known such a case, nordo I
suppose that any one of you can name its parallel, that one
who is called to take his trial by us ever stood in such a man-
ner before us ; but every one, whosoever he be, that comes
to be tried oy this sanhedrim, presents himself in a submis-
sive manner, and like one that is in fear of himself, and that
endeavours to move us to compassion, with his hair dishe-
velled, and in a black and mourning garment : ‘but this ad-
mirable man Herod, who is accused of murder, and called
to answer so heavy an accusation, stands here clothed in pur-
ple, and with the hair of his head finely trimmed, and with his_
armed men about him, that if we shall condemn him by our
law, he may slay us, and, by overbearing justice, may him-
self escape death. Yet do not I make this complaint against
Herod himself'; he is to be sure more concerned for himself
than for the laws ; but my complaint is against yourselves,
and your king, who give him a lieense so to do. However,
take you notice, that God is great, and that this very man
whom you are going to absolve and dismiss, for the sake of
Hyrcanus, will one day punish both you,and your king also.”
Nor did Sameas mistake in any part of this prediction : for
when Herod had received the kingdom, he slew all the mem-
bers of this sanhedrimn, and Hyrcanus himself also, excépt-
ix? Sameas, for he had a great honour for him on account
of "his righteousness, and because, when the city was after-
wards besieged by Herod and Sosius, he persuaded the

ple to admit Herod into it ; and told them, that *for their
sins they would pot be able to escape his hands.,” Which
things will be related by us in their proper places.

* This account, as Reland observes, 18 confirmed by the Talmudists,
whe call this Sameas,Simeon the son of Shelach. )
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5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members of the san-
hedrim were ready to pronounce the sentence of death upon
. Herod, he put off the trial to another day, and sent privately
to Herod, and advised him to gwy out of the cit_B for that by
this means he might escate. he retired to Damascus, as
though he fled from the king : and when he had been with
Sextus Ceesar, and had Kut his own affairsin a sure posture,
he resolved to do thus, that in case he were again summoned
before the sanhedrim to take liis trial, he would not obey that
summons. Hereupon the members of the sanhedrim had
great indignation at this posture of affairs, and endeavoured
to persuade Hyrcanus, that all these things were against him.
ich state of matters he was not ignorant of ; but his tem-
per was s Jnmanly, and so i0olish, that he was able to do
nothing at all.  But when Sextus had made Herod general
of the army of Celosyria, for he sold them that post for
money, Hyrcanus was in fear lest Herod should make war
upon him: nor was the effect of what he feared long in comi
upon him, for Herod came, and brought an army along wit
him, to fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the trial he
had been summ to undergo before the sanhedrim ; but
his father Antiﬁater and his brother [Phasaelus,] met him,
and_ hindered him from assaulting Jerusalem. ~They also
pacified his vehement temper, and perspaded him to do no
overt action, but only to a igﬁt them with threatenings, and
to proceed no further against one who had given bim the dig-
nity he had : they also desired him not only not to be angry
that he was summoned, and obliged to come to his trial, but
to remember withal how he was dismissed without conden-
nation, and how he ought to give Hyrcanus thanks for the
same, and that he was not to re?ard only what was disagree-
able to him, and be unthankful for his deliverance. So they
desired him to consider, that since it is God, that turns the
scales of war, there is great uncertainty in the issue of bat-
tles, and that, therefore, he ouibt not to expect the victory,
when he should fight with his king, and him that had sup-
ported him, and bestowed many benefits upon him, and had
done nothing itself very severe to bim ; for that his accusa-
tion, which was derivegfmm evil counsellors, and not from
himself, had rather the suspicion of some severity, than any
thing really severe init. Herod was &rsuaded by these
arguments, and believed that it was suflicient for his future
s to have made a show of hisstrength before the nation,
and done no more to it* and in this state were the at
Judea at this time .



154 . ANTIQUITIES
OHEAPTEHR X.
THE HONOURS THAT WERE PAID THE JEWS . AND THE LEAM

THAT WERE MADE BY THE ROMANS, AND OTHER NATIONS,
WITH THEM. '

N AY
1. Now when Ceesar was come to Rome, he was ready
fo sail into Africa to ﬁght against Scipio and Cato, when -
Hyrcanus sent ambassadors to him, and iy them desired that
he would ratify that leagve of friendship and mutual alliance
which was between them. And it seems to me to be neces-
sary here to give an account of all the honours that the Ro-
mans and ' their emperors paid to our nation, and of the .
leagues of mutual assistance they have made with it, that
all the rest of mankind may know what regard the kings of
Asia and Europe have had to us. and that they have been
abundantly satisfied of our courage and fidelity ; for, whereas
" many will not believe what hath been written about us by
the Persians and Macedonians, because those writings are
not every where to be met with, nor do lie in public places,
but among us ourselves, and certan other barbarous nations,
while there is no contradiction to be made against the de-
crees of the Romans, for they are laid up in the public places
of the cities, and are extant still in the capitol, and engraven
upon pillars of brass ; nay, besi-es this, Julius Ceesar made
a pillar of brass for the Jews at Alexandria, and declared
publicly, that they were citizens of Alexandria. Outof these
evidences will I demonstrate what [ say ; and will now set
down the decrees made both by the senate, and by Julius
esar, whick relate to Hyrcanus, and toour nation.” -
2. % Caius Julius Cesar, imperator and high-priest, and
dictator the second time, to the magistrates, senate, and pea-
le of Sidon, sendethgneeti:?: If lyou be in health it 1s well,
also, and the army are well. " | have sent you a copy of
that decree, registered on the tables, which concerns Hyr-
canus, the soh of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of
the Jews, that it may be laid up among the public records :
and [ will that it be openly proposed in a table of brass, both
in Greek and in Latin. It is as follows : 1 Julius Cesar,
imperator the second time, and high-prest, have made this
decree, with the approbation of the senate: whereas H
canus, the son of Alexander the Jew hath demonstrated his
fidelity and diligence about our affairs, and this both now and
in former times, both in peace, and in war, as many of our
enerals have borne witness, and came to our assistance in
the last Alexandrian war, with fitteen hundred soldiers , and
when be was sent by me to Mithridales,-showed himself su-
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perior in valour to all the rest of that army, for these rea-
. sons, I will, that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his chil-
dren, be ethnarchs of the Jews, and hiave the high-priesthood
of the Jews for ever, according to the customs of their fore-
fathers, and that he and his sous be our confederates; and
that besides this, everl'y one of them he reckoned among our
particular friends. I also ordain, that he and his children
retain whatsoever privileges belong to the office of high
priest, or whatsoever favours have been hitherto granted
them. And if at any time hereafter there arise any ques-
_tions about the Jewish customs, I will that he determine the
same. And I think it not proper that they should be obliged
to find us winter-quarters, or that any money should be re-
quired of them.*
- 3, ¢ The decrees of Caius Casar, consul, containing what
hath been granted and determined, are as follows: That
Hyrcanus and his children bear rule over the nation of the
Jews, and have the profits of the places to them bequeathed ;
and that he, as himselt the high-priest and ethnarch of the
Jews, defend those that are injured. And that ambassadors
be sent to Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest
of the Jews, that may discourse with him about a league of
friendship and mutual assistance ; and that a table of brass,
containing the premises, be (:{oenlf' proposed ig the capitol,
and at Sidon, and Tyre, and Askelon, and in the temple, en-
graven in Roman and Greek letters: that this decree may
also be communicated to the questors and prators of the
several cities, and to the friends of the Jews; and that the
ambassadors may have presents made them, that these de-
crees be sent every where.”

4. * Caius Cesar, imperator,dictator, consul, hath granted,
that oit of regard to the horour and virtue, and kindness of
the man, and for the advantage of the senate,and of the
people of Rome, Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, both he
and his children, be high-priests and priests at Jerusalem,
and of the Jewish nation, by the same right, and according
to the same laws, by which their progenitors bave held the
priesthood.”

5. ¢ Caius Ceesar, consul the fifth time, hath decreed, that
the Jews shall possess Jerusalem, and may encompass that
city with walls; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander,

_® That Hyrcanus was himself n t, along with Antipater, at this
time, to whem accordinglwe bold and prudent actious of his deputy,
Antipater, are here accribed, as this decree of Julius Casar supposes,
we are further assured by the testimony of Strabe, elready produced by
Josephus, c. viii. sec. 3.7 . '

’
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the high-priest and an ethnarch of the Jews, retain it in the
manner he himself pleases ; and that the Jews be allowed to
deduct out of their tribute, every second year the land is Jet,
t[;:ﬂnubhatticperiod,] a corus of that tribute: and that
tribate they pay be not let to farm, nor that they pay
always the same tribute.” v
6. *“ Caius Cesar, imperator the second time, hath or-
dained, that all the country of the Jews, excepting Jopﬁ,do
Pay a tribate yearly for the city Jerusalem, excepting the se-
venth, which they call the Sabbatical year, because thereon
they neither receive the fruits of their trees, nor do they sow
the land ; and that they pay their tribute in Sidon, on the
second year [of that Sabbatical period,] the fourth partof what
was sown : and besides this, tbe&eare to pay the same tithes
to Hyrcanus and his sons, which they paid to their forefathers,
that no_one, neither president, nor lieutenant, nor am-
bassador, raise auxiliaries within the bounds of Judea ; nor
my soldiers exact money of them for winter-quarters, or un-
der any other pretence, but that they be free from all sorts
of injuries: and that whatsoever they shall hereafter have,
and are in ssion of,or bave bought, they shall retain
them all. It is also our pleasure, that the city Joppa, which
. the Jews had originally when they made a league of friend-
- ship with the Romans, shall belong to them, as it formnerly
did ; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his sons,
have as tribute of that city from those that otcupy the land
. for the country, and for what they export every year to Si«
don, twenty thousand six hundred and seventy-five modii
every year, the seventh year which they called the *“ Sab-
batic year,” excepted, wherein they neither plough, nor re-
ceive the product of their trees. It is also the pleasure of
the senate, that as to the villaFes which are in the great pHain,
which Hyrcanus and his forefathers formerly possessed,
canus and the Jews have them with the same privileges with
, which they formerly had them also ; and that the same ori-
ginal ordinances remain still in force which concern the Jews,
with regard to their higb-‘l:riests; and that they enjoy the .
same benefits which they had formerly by the concession of
the people, and of the senate ; and let them e?ayéthe like
&r:uleges in Lydda. It is the pleasure also o senate,
t Hyrcanusthe ethnarch,and the Jews, retain those glacea,
countries, and villages, which belonged to the kings of Syria
and Pheenicia, the confederates of Romans, and which
the& had bestowed on them as free gifts. It is also granted
ta Hyrcanus, and to his sons, and to the ambassadors by them
sent to us, that in the fights between single gladiators, and in
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those with Beasts, they shall si¢ ansong the senators to see
those shows : and that when they desire an audience, they
shall be introduced into the senate by the dictator, or by the
general of the horse ; and when they have introduced them,

iranswers shall be returned them intenydays at the farthest,
after the decree of the senate is made about their affairs.”
7. ¢ Caius Ceesar, imperator, dictator the fourth time, and
consul the fifth time, declared to be perpetual dictator, made
this s, concerning the ri tsandpﬂvﬂegesofﬁm
nus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the
Jews. Since thote iw that bave been in the pro-
vinces before me, have witness to Hyrcanus, the bigl:
griut of the Jews,and to the Jews themselves, and this be-
ore the senate and people of Rome, when the people and
senate returned their thanks to them, it is good that we also
now remember the same, and ‘pmvide thata requital be made
to Hyrcanus, to the nation of the Jews, and to the sons of
[yrcanus, by the senate and people of Rome, and that suita-
bly to what good-will they have shown us, and to the bene-
fits they have bestowed upon us.”** »

- 8. *“ Julius Caius preetor, [consul] of Rome, to the magis-
trates, senate, and pe:gle of the Parians, sendeth greeting :
The Jews of Delos, and some other Jews that sojourn there,
in the presence of your ambassaders, signified to us, that by
a decree of yours, you forbid them to make use of the cus-
toms of their forefathers, and their way of sacred worship/
Now it does not please me that such decrees should be ma
against our friends and confederates, whereby thz are fs1r-
bidden to live according to their own customs, or to bring in
contributions for common suppers, and h festivals. while
they are not ferbidden so to do even at itelf : for
even Caius Cesar, our imperator and coasud, in thet decree
wherein he forbade the Bacchanal rioters to meetin the city,
did yet permit these Jews; and these only, both to bring in
their eontributions, and to make their common suppers. Ac-
corditfly, when [ forbid othier Bacchanal rioters, I permi¢
these Jews to gather themselves togethes, according to the
customs and laws of their forefathers, and to persist therein.
It will be, therefore, good for you; tha: if you have made
any decree against these our friends axd confederates, to abs

# Dr. Hudson justl: that these Roman imperators, or ge-
nerals of armies, MmM and sec. 2, who gave testimony to
Hyrcanus’ and the Jews® faithfulness asd good-will to the Romans, be-
fore the senate and people of Rome, wére principally Portipey, Scaurus,
and Gabinius, of all whom Josephus kad airesdy given: us the Kistory,
m%uﬂ}hm'WM'lﬁ. .
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rogate the same, byreason of their virtue, and kind disposi-
tion toward us.’

9, Now after Caius was slain, when Marcus Antonius, and
Publius Dolabella were consuls, they both assembled the
senate, and introduced Hyrcanus’ ambassadors into it, and
discoursed of what they desired, and made a league of friend-
ship with them. The senate also decreed to grant them all
they desired. I add the decree itself, that those who read
the present work, may have ready l:r them a demonstration
of tge truth of what we say. The decree was this :

10. “ The decree of the senate, copied out of the treasury,
from the public tables belonging to the quzstors, when Quin-
tus Rutilius and Caijus Cornelius were questors, and taken
out of the second table of the first class, on the third day be-
fore the idesof April, in the temple of Concord. There were
present at the writing of this decree, Lucius Calpurnius Piso
of the Menenian tribe, Serviys Papinius Potitus of the Le-
monian tribe, Caius Caninius Rebiliusof the Terentine tribe,
Publius Tidetius Lucius Apulinus, the son of Lucius of the
Sergian tribe, Flavius the son of Lucius, of the Lemonian
tribe, Publius Platius, the son of Publius of the Papyrian
tribe, Marcus Acilius, the son of Marcus of the Mecian tribe,
Lucius Euricius, the son of Lucius of the Stellatine trihe,
Marcus Quintius Plancillus, the son of Marcus of the Pollian
tribe, and Publius Serius. Publius Dolabella, and Marcus
Antonius, the consuls, made this reference to the senate, that
a: to those things which, by the decree of the senate, Caius
‘Cegar had adjudged about the Jews, and yet had not hith-
ertothat decree been brought into the treasury, it is our will,
as it i also the desire of Publius Dolabella, and Marcus An-
tonius, sur consuls, to have these decrees put into the pub-
lic tables_and brought to the city queestors, that they ma
take care v have‘;ﬁem put upon the double tables.  This
was done before the fifth of the idesof February, in the tem-.
K]e of Concord. Now the ambassadors from {nanus, the
AiFh-pl'iest, were these, Lysimachus, the son of Pausanius,

exander, the soy of Theodorus, Patrnclus, the son of Che-
reas, and jonathxmlthe son of Onias.” :

- 11, Hyrcanus serk also one of these ambassadors to Dola-
bella, who was then the prefect of Asia, and desired him to
dismiss the Jews from military services, and to preserve to
them the customs of theX forefathers, and to permit them to.
live according to them. And when Dolabella had received
Hyrcanus’ letter, without any farther deliberation, he sent
an epistle to all the Asiatics, and particularly to the city of
the Ephesians, the metropolis of Asia, about the Jews; a

- covy of which epistle here follows :



OF THE JEWS 159

12. “ When Artemas was prytanis, on the first day of the
month Leneon, Dolabella, imperator, to the senate, and ma-
gistrates, and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting : Al-
exander, the son of Theodorus, the ambassador of Hyrcanus,
the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of the
Jews, appeared before me, toshow that his countrymen could
not go into their armies, because they are not allowed to bear -
arms, or to travel on the Sabbath-days, nor there to procure
themselves those sorts of food which they have been used to
eat from the times of their forefathers ; I do, therefore, grant

“them a freedom from going into the army, as the former pre-
fects have done, and permit them to use the customs of their
forefathers, and assembling together for sacred and religious
purposes, as their law requires, and for collecting oblations
necessary for sacrifices, and my will is, that you write this to
the several cities under your jurisdiction.

13. And these were concessions that Dollabella made to
our nation, when Hyrcanus sent an embassage to him. But
Lucius the consul’s decree ran thus : * 1 have at my tribunal
set these Jews, who are citizens of Rome, and follow the
Jewish religious rites, and yet live at Ephesus, free from go-
ing into the army, on account of the superstition they are
under. This was done before the twelfth of the calends of
October, when Lucius Lentulus, and Caius Marcellus, were.
consuls, in the presence of Titus Appius Bal%us, the son of
Titus, and lieutenant of the Horatian tribe, of T'itus Tongius,
the son of Titus, of the Crustumine tribe, of Quintius Resius
the son of Quintus, of Titus Pompeius Longius, the son of
Titus, of Caius Servilius, the son of Caius, of the Terentine

. tribe, of Bracchus the military tribune, of publius Lucius
Gallus, the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe, of Caius
Sentius, the son of Caius, of the Subatine tribe, of Titus Ati-
lius Buibus, the son of fim, lieutenant and vice-pretor, to
the magistrates, senate and people of the Epbesians, sendeth
greeting : Lucius Lentulus the consul freed the Jews that
are in Asia from going into the armies, at my intercession
for them. And when I had made the same petition some
time afterwards to Phanius the imperator, and to Lucius An-
tonius, the vice*questor, I obtained the privilege of them
also; and my will is, that you take care that no one give
them disturbance.” :

14, The decree of the Delians. * The answer of the 'pr!
tdrs, when Beotus was archon, on the twentieth day of the
month Thargeleon, while Marcus Piso the lieutenant, livedia
our cize, who was also appointed over the choice of the sol-
diers, he called us, and many other of the citizens, and gave
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order, that if { Jere any Jews, who are Roman citi-
zens, o one is lojgive them an dlsturbanm about going into
the army, becaupe Coraelius lus the consul, freed the
J ews from going fpto the army, on account of the superstition
are.undér; you are, therefore, obliged to submit to the
pnelor. Mtbe like decree was made by the Sardians
t us
15, ¢ Pbamus, the son of Ca:us, imperator and con-
sul, to the trates of Cos th greeting : I would have
you know 3hat the ambassaciom of the Jews have been with
me, Jdesu'ed they m have those decrees which the
d made about ; which decrees are here sub-
My mll |s, that you bave a regard to, and take care
of l(nig to the senate’s decree, that they
sakly conveye home through your country.” . °
16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus the consul : “I
have dismissed those Jews who are Roman citizens, and who
appear to me to have their religious rites, and to observe the
laws of the Jews at Ephesus, on account of the superstition
they are under. This act was done before the thirteenth of the
calends of October.”
17. “ Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, vice-questor,
and vice-prator, to the magutrates senate, and people of
he Sapdians, sendeth greeting : Those Jews that are our _
&llow-cituem of Rome came to me, and demonstmted that
they had an assemb‘l{ their own, according to the laws of
tben- forefathers, and this from the Begmmng, as also a place
of their own, wherein they detenmned their suits and con-
troversics with one another ; :?o their petition, therefore,
to me, that these might be fa ul for them, Iglve order that
nvile;es be preserved, and they be permitted
:o do acoors

. 18. The dﬁarahon of Marcus Publws, the son of Spu-

. nus. and the son of Marcus Lucnus, the
i s went to thE , and informed
. bmof what theus, the sonof atrl , of Alexandria

desired, that, if he thought good, he would dismiss those

Jovs who were Roman an&weu wont toobserve the

riten ewush Wn, ou aceou dqf the tsl:;eperst&t‘i?:sn
were )smiss them 1

tvxa?done befo the n[t’ﬁ of the. cal of October.”

19,. “l‘_“hellusm Quintilis, w aen ucius Lentuluug’pd

o ﬂlesonof'i‘l ,lmltcmntoftbel-lora-.

m
hg‘o‘, itws
us.tbe'{onpf ’l‘xmgmxm,%mo itus,

Wt
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Comelius Longiss, Caius Servilius Bracchus, the son of .
Caius, » military tribuse, of the Terentine tribe, Publius
Clusius Gallus, the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe,
Caius Teutius, the son of Cajus, a military tribune, of the
Emiliap tribe, Sextus Atilius Serranus, the son of Sextus, of
the Esquiline tribe, Caius Pompeius, the son of Caius, of the
. Sabatine tribe, Titus Appius Menander, the son of Titus,
Publius Servilius Straboe, the son of Pablius, Lucius Paccius
Capito, the son of Lucius, of the Colline tribe, Aulus Furius
Tertius, the son of Aulfus, and: Appius Menas. In the pre-
sence of these it was that Lentulus pronounced this decree :
I have before the tribunal dismissed those Jews that are Ro-
man citizens, and are accustomed to observe the sacred rites
of the Jewg’at Ephesus, on account of the superstition they
are X

20. “The istrates of the Laodiceans to Caius Rubi -
lius, the son of Caius, the consul, send greeting : Sopater
the ambassador of Hyreanus, the high-priest, hath delivered

' us an epistle from thee, whereby he lets us lmow, that cer-
tain amgassadors were come from Hyrcanus, the high-priest
of the Jews, and brought an epistle written concerning their
nation, wherein they desire that the Jews may be allowed to
observe their Sabbaths, and other sacred rites, according to
the laws of their forefathers, and that they may be under no
command, because they are our friends and confederates,and -
that nobody may injure them in our provinces. Now, al-
though the Trallians there present contradicted them, and
were not pleased with these decrees, yet didst thou give or-
der that they should be observed, and informedst us that thou
hadst been desired to write this to us about them. We, there-
fore, in obedience to the injunctions we have received {rom
thee, have received the epistle which thou sentest us, and
have laid it up by itself among our public records. And as
to the other things about which thou didst send to us, we will
take care that no complaint be made against us.”

21. “ Publius Servilius. the son of Publius, of the Galban
tribe, the proconsul, to the magistrates, senate, and people
of the Milesians, sendeth greeting : Prytanes, the son of Her-
mes, a citizenof yours, came to-me when I was at Tralles,
and held a court there, and informed me that you used the
Jews in a wa'i;iiﬂerent from my opinion, and forbade them
to celebrate their Sabbaths, and to perform the sacred rites
recejved from their forefathers, and to manage the fruits of
the land, according to their ancient custom, and that he had
himself been the promulfer of your decree, according as
ym{F lawhliequire: I wou cl. therefore, have you know, that

oL, 11k, 14 s
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upon hearing the * leaditﬁon both sides, I gave: sentence
-that the Je':vgs should not be prohibited to use of their
own customs.” :
' 22, The decree of those of Pemmus. When Cratippus
was prytanis, on the first day of the month Desius, the de-
cree of the pretors was this : * Since the Romans, following
the conduct of their ancestors, undertake dangers for the
common safety of all mankind, and are ambitious to settle
their confederates and friends in happiness, and in firm peace,
and since the nation of the Jews, and their bigh-priest Hyr-
canus, sent as ambassadors to them, Strato, the son of The-
odotus, and Apollonius, the son of Alexander, and Eneas, the
son of Antipater, and Aristobulus, the son of Amyntas, and
Sosipater, the son of Phili]:;ev;vort and good men, who gave
a (particular account of their affairs, the senate thereu
made a decree about what they bad desired of them, that
Antiochus the king, the son of Antiochus, should do no m-
Jury to the Jews, the confederates of the Romans ; and that
the fortresses, and the havens, and the country, and whatever
else he had taken from them, should be restored to them ;
and that it may be lawful for them to export their goods out
of their own havens ; and that no king nor people may have
leave to expfrt any goods, either out of the country of Ju-
dea, or out of their havens, without paying customs, but only
Ptolemy the king of Alexandria, because he is our confede-
rate and friend ; and that accqréing to their desire, the gar-
rison that is in .foppa may be ejected. Now Lucius Pettius,
one of our senators, a worthy and' good man, gave order,
that we should take care that these thilgs should be done
according to the senate’s decree ; and that we should take
care also that their ambassadors might return home insalety.
Accordingly, we admitted Theodorus into our senate and
assembly, and took the epistle out of his hands, as well as
the decree of the senate : and as he discoursed with great
zeal about the Jews, and described Hyrcanus’ virtue and
generosni(liy, and how he was a benefactor to all men in com-
mon, and particularly to every body that comes to him, we
laid up the epistle in our public records; and made a de-
cree ourselves, that since weé also are in confederacy with
the Romans, we would do every thing we could for the Jews,
accordinﬁII to the senate’s decree. Theodorus also, who
brought the epistle, desired of our preetors, that they would
send Hyrcanus a copy of that decree, as also ambassadors
to signify to bim the affection of our le to him, and to
exhort them to preserve and: augment geir friendship for
us, and be ready to bestow other benefits upon s, as justly
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expecting to receive proper requitals from us ; and desiring
:hepxﬁcm remember tﬁat our ancestors were friendly to the
‘Jews, even in the days of Abraham, who was the fathes of
all the Hebrews, as we have [also] found it set down in our
public records.”* :

23. The decree of those of Halicamassus. When Mem-
non, the son of Orestidas by descent, but l:zeadoption of Eu-
nonymus, was priest, on the * * * aay of month Ariste-
rion, the decree of the gople, upon the representation of
‘Marcus Alexander, was this: * Since we have ever a great
regard to piety toward God, and to holiness, and since we
aim to follow peogle of the Romans, who are the bene-
factors of all men, and what they have written to us abouta
league of friendship and mutual assistance between the Jews
and our city, and that their sacred offices, and accustomed
festivals and assemblies may be observed by them, we have
decreed, that as many men and women of the Jews as are
willing so to do, may celebrate their Sabbaths, and perform
their holy offices, according to the Jewish law; and may
make their proseuchae at the seaside, according to the cus- -
toms of their forefathers ; and if any one, whether he be a
magistrate or private person, hindereth them from so doing,
- he sh';:ll be liable to a fine, to be applied to the uses of the
city.”

24. The decree of the Sardians. Thisdecree was made
by the senate and people, upon the representation of the
prators. * Whereas those Jews who are our fellow-citizens,
and live with us in the city, have ever had great benefits
heaped upon them by the %eople, and have come now into
the senate, and desired of the people that, upon the restitu-
tion of their law, and their liberty, by the senate and people
of Rome, théy may assemble together according to their an-

* We have here a most remarkable and authentic attestation of the
«<itizens of Pergamus, that Abraham was the father of all the Hebrews ;
that their own ancestors were, in the oldest times, the friends of those
Hebrews; and that the public acts of their city, then extant, confirmed
the same: which evidence is too strong to be evaded by our present ig-
norance of the particular occasion of such ancient friendship and alliance
between theee people. See the like full evidence of the kindred of the

cmonnnf VAb'r:h:\d the Jews; t,;mtl Pd‘:’t mthey ,;ven '.:0(.]'1 the
Posterity of am, by a ic epistle o people to the Jews,
smserved in the first booblof 8: Maccabees, xii. 19—23, and thence by
9-?1\\”’, Antiq. B. xii. c. iv. sec, 10, both which authentic records are
highly valuable. It is well worthy of observation, what Moses Chore-
meusis, the principal Armenian historian, informs us of p. 83, that Ar-
saces, whoraised the Parthian empire, was of the seed of Abraham by
Chetura ; and that thereby was accomplished that prediction which said,
* Kings of nations shall proceed from thee.” Gen. xvii. 6. '
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cient legal customs, and that we will not bring any suit agaiost

them about it ; and that a place may be given them w

they may have their tions, with their wives and chil-
y may oﬁtmm«n m‘

dren, and may their forefathers, their prayers
and sacrifices to God : now the senate and P have de-
creed to permit them to assemble together on the days far-
merlyappointed, and to act ww'dimto theirown laws ; and
that such a place be set apart for them by the pretors, for
the building and inhabiting the same, as they shall esteem
fit for that purpose : and that those that take care of the pro-
visions for the city, shall take care that such sorts of food,
a8 th,e’y esteem fit for their eating, may be imported into the
city.
25, The decree of the Eghemm . When Menophilus was
prytanis, on the first day of the month Artemisius, this de-
cree was made by the people : Nicanor, the son of Euphe-
mus, pronounced it, upon the representation of the pretors.
Since the Jews that dwell in this city have petitioned Mar-
cus Julius Pompeius, the son of Brutus, the proconsul, that
they might be allowed to obeerve their Sabbaths, and to act
in all things according to the custom of their forefathers,
without impediment from any body, the pretor hath granted
their petition. Accordingly, it was decreed by the senate
and people, that, in this affair that concerned the Romans,
no one of them should be hindered from keeping the Sab-
bath-day, nor be fined for so doing, but that they be allowed
to do all things according to their own laws.”

26. Now, there_are many such decrees of the senate and
imperators of the Romans, and those different from these be-
fore us, which have been made in favour of Hyrcanus, and
of our nation ; as also, there have been more decrees of the
cities, and rescripts of the prators, to such as eoncerned our
rights and Erivileges ; and certainly, such as are ot ill-dis-
posed to what we write, may believe that they are all to this
purpose, and that by the specimens which we have inserted ;
for since we have produced evident marks that may still be
seen, of the ﬁ'iend‘:hip we have had with the Romans, and
demonstrated that those marks are engraven upos columns

. and tables of brass in the capitol, that are still inbeing, and
preserved to this day, we have omitted to set them all down,
as needless and dis able ; for I cannot sugpose, any one
50 perverse as not to believe the friendship we bave had with
the Romans, while they have demogstrated the same by such
a great number of their decrees relating to us ; nor will they
doubt our fidelity as to the rest of those decrees, since we
have showed the same in those we have produced. And

. . -
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thus have we sufficiently explained that friendshi con-
fer‘i:racyweat‘thqaetix{esmwﬁbtbekomgw »

: S——
OHRAPTHR XI.

HOW HAWS" SUCCEEDED SEXTUS WHEN HE HAD BREN SLAIN
BY BASSYS’ TREACHERY 3 AND HOW AFTER THE DEATH OF
CASAR, CASSIUS CAME INTO SYRIA, AND DISTRESSED JUDEA ;
AS AL80, HOW MALICHUS S8LEW ANTIPATER, AND WAS HIM-
SELF SLAIN BY HEROD.

. 1. Nowit so fell out, that about this very time, the affairs
- of Syria were ina great disorder, and this on the occasion fol-

Jowing : Cecilius Bassus, one of i’ompey’s ‘pa ,laid a trea-
cherous design against Sextus Casar, and slew bim, and then
took his army, and got the management of public affairs into
his own hands ; so there arose a great war about Apamia,
while Cesar’s rals came against him with an army of
horsemen and footmen : to these Antipater also sent succours,
and his sons with them, as calling to mind the kindnesses the
had received from Ceesar, and on that account he thought it
but just to require punishment for him, and to take ven-
- geance on the man that had murdeped him. And as the war
was drawn out into a great length, Marcus came from Rome
1o take Sextus’ government upon him ; but Czsar was slain
by Caasius and Brutus, in the senate-house, after he had
retained the government thmmeau and six months. The
fact, however, is related elsewhere.

2. As the war that arose upon the death of Cesar was now
begun, and the principal men were all gone, some one way,
and some another, to raise armies, Cassius came from Rome
into Syria in orgr to receive the (army that fay in the] camp

at Apamia ; and having: raised the siege, he brought over

Jogephus’ promise in sec. 1, to uee all the pub-
lic decrees of in tavour of the Jews, huexcu-ei:w
for omitting many of them, we may observe, that when he came to

ec Lehadcollected,heﬁmndtbun $0 numer-
ous, that he thought he shoald 0 much tire hig readers if he had at-

k,whhhhmr}n-mcim.ﬁogyﬁxommngunm
gfon ; yet de those by him produced such a stramg eonfirma-
quit

to his , and give such ‘light 10 oven the Remaan anti-
Mﬁimﬁmwnolwm' F&::‘oum_msmm a listls sossy for
lm
t For Marcus, the president of Syria, sant as successor to Sextus Cze-
e perponn both in thase Antiquicis, i tn o sy o e W
(] ’ 8
| ganernlly agree . *
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both Bassus and Marcus to bis party. He then went over
the cities; and got together weaj and soldiers, and laid
great taxes upon those cities ; chkﬂ{ op d Judea,
and exacted of it seven hundred talents : but Antipater, when
he saw the state to be in so great consternatior 3nd disorder,
he divided the collection of that sum, and appointed his two
sons to gather it; and so that part of it was to be exacted
by Malichus, who was ill-disposed to him, and part by others.
And because Herod did exact what was required of him
from Galilee before others, he was in the greatest favour with
Cassius ; for he thmia:t ita part of prudence to cultivate a
friendship with the Komans, and to gain their good-will at
the expense of others; whereas the curators of the other cities
with their citizens, were sold for slaves ; and Cassius reduced
four cities intoa state'of slavery, the two most potent of which
were Gophna and Emmaus; and, besides these, Lydda and
Thamna. Nay, Cassius was so velz a at Malichus that
he had killed him, (for he assaulted him,) had not Hyrcanus,
by the means of Antipater, sent him a hundred talents of his
own, and thereby pacified his anger against him.

3. But after Cassius was gone out of Judea, Malichus laid
snares for An(t)i‘pater, as thinking that his death would be the
preservation of Hyrcanus’ government : but his design was
not unknown to Antipater, which, when he perceived, he re-
tired beyond Jordan, and got together an army, partly of
Arabs, and partly of his own countrymen. However, Mali-
«chus being one of great cunning, denied that he had laid any
snares for him, made his defence with an oath, both to

i and his sons; and said, that while Phasaelus had a
rrison in Jerusalem, and Herod had the weapons of war in
ﬁs custody, he could neverhave a ht of any such thing.
So Antipater perceiving the distress that Malichus was in,
was reconciled to him, and made an ement with him :
.this was when Marcus was president of Syria ; who yet per-
ceiving that this Malichus was making a disturbance in Ju-
dea, proceeded so far that be had almost killed him, but still,
at the intercession of Antipater, he saved him.

4. However, Antipater little thought that by saving Mal:-
chus he had saved his own murderer ; for now Cassius and
Marcus had tEot togetber an army, and intrusted the entire
-care of it with Herod, and made him general of the forces of
Cecelosyria, and gave him a fleet of ships, an army of horse-
men and footmen ; and promised him, that after the war was
over, they would make him king of fudea, for a war had al-
reag‘y begun between An and the younger Cesar ; but
as Malichus was most afraid of Antipater, he took him out of
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the way ; and by the offer of money, persuaded the butler of
Hyrcanus, with whom they were both to feast, to kill him b;
ison. 'This being done, and he having. armed men with
him, settled the affairs of the city. But when Antipater’s
sons, Herod and Phasaelus, were acquainted with this con-
spiracy against their father, and bad indignation at it, Mali-
chus denied all, and utterly renounced any knowledge of the
wurder. And thus died Antipater, a man that had distin-
guished himself for })iety, and justice, and love to his countr{.

And whereas one of his sons, Herod, resolved immediate y

to revenge their father’s death, and was coming upon Mali-

chus with an army for that purpose, the elder of his sons,

Phasaelus, thought it best rather to get this man into their

bands by policy, lest they should angpear to begin a civi)] war

in the country ; so he accepted of Malichus' defence for him-

* self, and pretended to him that he had had no hand in the
violent death of Antipater his father, but erected a fine monu-
noent for him.~ Herod also went to Samaria ; and when he
found them in great distress, he revived their spirits, and
composed their differences.

5. However, a little after this, Herod, upon the approach
of a festival, came with his soldiers into the city: whereupon
Malichus was affrighted, and persuaded Hyrcanus not to per-
wmit him to cxme into the city. . Hyrcanus complied ; and

‘for a pretence of excluding him, alleged, that a rout of stran-
gers ought not to be admitted when the multitude were pu-
rifying themselves. But Herod bad little to the mes-
sengers that were sent to him, and entered the city in the
night-time, and affrighted Malichus ; yet did he remit rothing
of his former dissimulation, but wept.for Antipater, and be-
wailed him as a friend of his with a loud voice ; but Herod
and his friends thought it proper not openl{y to contradict
Malichus’ hypocrisy, but-togive him tokens of mutual friend-
ship, in order to prevent his suspicion of them.

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and informed him of
the murder of his father ; who, knowing what sort of a man
Malichus was, as to his morals, sent him back word, that he
should ,revelfe his father’s death ; and also sent privately to
the commanders of his army at 'i‘yre, with orders to assist

" Herod in the execution of a very just design of his. Now
when Cassius had taken Laodicea, they all went together to
bim, and carried him garlands and monef: alﬁ Herod
Ahought that Malichus might be punished while he was there ;
but he was somewhat apprehensive of the thing, and de-
signed to make some great attempt, and because his sonwas
then a hostage at T'yre, he went to that city, and resolved to
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. steal him away privately, and to march thence mto Judea;
and as Cassius was in haste fo march against Antony, he
thought to bn‘nithe country to revolt, and to procure the
government for himself. But Providence oppesed his coun-
sels : and Herod being a shrewd man, and perceiving what
his intention was, he sent thither beforehand a servant, in
appearance indeed to Fet a supper ready, for he had said
betore, that he would feast them all there, but in reality to
the commanders of the army, whom he persuaded to go out
against Malichus, with their . So they went out, and
met the man near the city, upon the seashore, and stabbed
him. Whereupon Hyrcanus was so astonished at what had
ha‘gpened. that his speech failed him : and when, after some
ditficulty, he had recovered himself, he asked Herod, what
the matter could be; and who it was that slew Malichus ? and
when he said, that 1t was done by the command of Cassius,
he commended the action ; for that Malichus was a very
.wicked man, and one that conigired against his own country.
And this was the punishment that was inflicted on Malichus
for what he wickedly did to Antipater.

7. But when Cassius was marched out of Syria, disturb-
ances aroge in Judea ; for Felix, who was left at Jerusalem
with an army, made a sadden attempt against Phasaelus, and
the people themselves rose in arms ; but Hered went to Fa-
hius, the prefect of Damascus, and was desirous to run to his
brother’s assistance, bat was hindered by a distemper that
seized ugon him, till Phasaelus, by himself had been too
hard for Felix, and had shut kim up in the tower, and there
on certain conditions dismissed him. Phasaelus also com-
plained of Hyrcanus, that al he had received agreat
many benefits from them, yet did he su their enemies;
for Malichus® brother had made man{ s to revolt, and
kept garrisons in them, and particularly Massada,the strong-
est fortress of them all. _In the mean time Herod was recov-
ered of his disease, and came and took from Felix all the

]acesl he had gotten ; and upon certain conditions dismissed

m also.
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L
HEROD EJECTS ANTIGONUS, THE SON OF ARISTOBULUS, QUT OF
JUDEA, AND GAINS THE FRIENDSHIP OF ANTONY, WHO WAS
NOW COME INTO SYRIA, BY SENDING HIM MUCH MONEY ; ON
WHICH ACCOUNT HE WOULD NOT ADMIT OF THOSE THAT
WOULD HAVE ACCUSED HEROD : AND WHAT IT WAS THAT
ANTONY WROTE TO THE TYRIANS IN BEHALF OF THE JEWS.

1., Now Ptolemy, the son of Menneus, brought back into
- Judea Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, who had already
1aised an army, and had, by money, made Fabius to be his
friend, and this because be was of kin to him.* Marion also
Jave him assistance. He had been left by Cassius to tyrannize
over Tyre ; for this Cassius was a manthat seized on Syria,
and then kept it under, in the way of a tyrant. Marion also
marched into Galilee, which lay in his neighbourhood, and
took three of its fortresses, and put garrisons into them to
keep them. But when Herod came, he took all from him ;
but the Tyrian tg‘arrison he dismissed in a very civil manner ;
nay, to some of the soldiers he made %resents, out of the
good will he bare to that city. When he had despatched
«hese affairs,and was gone to meet Antigonus, he joined hat-
Je with him, and beat him, and drove him out of Judea pre-
.ently, when he was just come into its borders. But when
ne was come to Jerusalem, Hyrcanus and the people put
garlands about his head ;\ for he had already contracted an
affinity with the family of Hyrcanus, by having espoused a
descendant of his, and for that reason Herod took the greater
care of him, as being to marry the daughter of Alexander,
the son of Aristcbulus, and the granddaughter of Hyrcanus,
hy ‘which wife he became the father of three male, and two
femai» children. He had also married before this another
wife, ous of a lower family of his own nation, whose name
was Doris, hy whom he had his eldest son Antipater.
2. Now Antonius and Czsar had beaten Cassius near Phi-
lippi, as others have related ; butsafter the victory, Cesar
* In this and the following chapters, the reader will easily remark,
how truly Gronovius observes, in his notes on the Roman decrees in
favour of the Jews, that their rights and privileges were ~ommonly pur-
¢hased of the Romans with money. Many examples of “this sort, as
1o the Romans, and others in authority, will occur in our Josephus, both
aow and hereafter, and need not be taken' particular notice of-on the
‘sveral occasions in these notes. Accordingly, the chief captain confes-
s to St. Paul, that with a great sum he obtained his freedom, Acts
xxii. 28. as had St. Paul’s. ancestors very probably, purchased the like
Q:dom for their family by money, as the same author justly concludes

Voo III. - 15
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. went into Gaul, [Italy,} and Actony marched for Asia, who
when he was arrived at Bitbynia, had ambassadors that met
him from all parts. The pringipal men also of the Jews
came thither, to accuse Phasaelus and Herod ; and they said,
that' Hyrcanus bad indeed the appearance of reigning, but
that these men had all the power ; hut Antony paid great re-
spect to Herod, who was come to him to make his_defence
against his accusers, on which acconnt his adversaries could
not so much as obtain a hearing : which favour Herod had
gained of Antony by money. But still, when Antony was
come to Ephesus, Hyrcanus the high-priest, and our nation,
sent an embassage to him, which carried a crown of gold
with them, and desired that he would write to the governors
of the provinces, to set those Jews free who had been carried
captive by - Cassius, and this without their baving fought
against him, and to restore them that country, which in the
days of Cassius, had been taken from them. Antony thought
. the Jews’ desires were just,and wrote iminediately to Hyr-
canus, and to the Jews. He also sent, at the same time, a
decree to the Tyrians; the contents of which were to the
. same purpose. -
3. “ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus the high-
priest and ethnarch of the Jews, sendeth greeting : If you be
in health, it is well ; I am also in health, with the army. Ly-
simachus, the son of Pausaniassand Josephus, the son'of Men-
neus, and Alexander, the son of Theodorus, your ambassa-
dors, met me at Ephesus, and have renewed that embassage
which they had formerly beenupon at Rome, and have dili-
gently acquitted themselves to the present embassage which
thou and thy nation have intrusted to them, and have fully
declared the good-will thou hast forus. Iam, therelore, s:i-
tisfied, both by your actions, and your words, that you are
well disposed to us ; and I understand that your conduct of’
-life is constant and reliEious ; so I reckon upon you as our
own; but when those that were adversaries to you, and to
the Roman people, and abstained neither from cities, nor
temples, and did not observe the agreement they had con-
firmed by oath, it was not only on account of qur contest with
them, but 'on accountof all mankind in common, that we have
taken vengeance on those who have been the authors of great
injustice toward men, and of great wickedness toward the
gods ; for the sake of which, we suppose it was th2* the sun
turned away bis light from us, as unwilling to.revien me ira-
1id crime they were guilty of in the case of Cesar.* We have

% Thig clause plainiy alludes to that well known but unusual and very,
ss of the sun, which appened upon the murder of Julius
Casaz by Brutus and Cassive, woich is taken great notice of by Visgi),
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also overcome their con?incies, which threatened the gods
~ themselves, which Macedonia received, as it is a climate pe-
culiarly proper for impipus and insolent attempts ; and we
have overcome that confused rout of men, half mad with spite
against us, which they got together at Philippi, in Macedo-
nia, when they seized upon the places that were proper for
their purpose, and, as it were, walled them round with moun-
tains to the very sea, and where the passage was open only
through a single gate. This victory we gained, because the

s had condemned these men for their wicked enterprises.

'ow Brutus, when he had fled as far as Philippi, was shut up
gy us, and .became ‘a partaker of the same perdition with

assius ; and now these have received their punishment we
suppose, that we may enjoy peace for time to come,and that
Asia may be at rest from war. We therefore make. that
peace, which God hath given us, commen to our confederates
also, insomuch, that the body of Asia is now recovered out
of that distemper it was under by the means of our victory.
I therefore, bearing in mind both thee, and your nation, shall
take care of what may be for your advantage. I have also
sent epistles in writing to the several cities, that if any per-
sons, whether freemen, or bondmen, have been sold under
the spear by Caius Cassius, or his subordinate officers, they
1nay be set free. And I will that you kindly wake use of the
favours ‘which I and Dolabella have granted you. I also
forbid the Tyrians to use any violence with you ; and for
what places of the Jews they now possess, I-order them to -
sestore them. I have withal accepted of the crown which
thou sentest me.

4. *“ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates, senate,
and people of Tyre, ,sendetgdgmeting: the ambassadors ef
Hyrcanus, the high-priest and ethnarch [of the Jews,] ap-
peared before me at Ephesus, and told me that you are in
possession of part of their country, which you entered upon
under the government of our adversaries. Stnce, therefore, we
have undertaken the war for the obtaining the government,
and have taken care to do what was agreeable to piety and
Justice, and have brought to punishment those that had nei-
ther any remembrance of the kindness they had received,
nor have kept their oaths, I will that you be at peace with
these that are our confederates ; - as also, that what you kave
‘taken by the means-of our adversaries'shall not be reckoned
your own, but be returned to those from whom you took
them ; for none of them took their provinces or their aries
Pliny, and other Roman authors. - See Virgil's Georgics, Book i. just -
Defore the end ; and Pliny’s Nat. Hist. B. ii. ¢. xxx.’
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by the gift of the senate, but they seized them by force, and
bestowed them by violence upon such as became useful tc
them in their unjust proceedings Since, therefore, those
men have received the punishment due to them, we desire
that our confederates may retain whatsoever it was that they
formerly possessed without disturbance, and that you restore
all the places which belonged to Hyrcanus, the ethnarch of
the Jews, which you have had, though it were but one day
before Caius Cassius began an unjustifiable war against us,
and entered our province : nor do you use any force against
him, in order to weaken him, that he may not be able to dis-
pose of that which is his own, but if you have any contest
with him about your respective rights, it shall be lawful for
you to plead your cause when we come upon the places con- -
cerned, for we shall alike preserve the rights, and hear all

_ the causes of our confederates. '

3. ¢ Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates, se-
nate, and people of T'yre, sendeth greeting : I have sent you
my decree, of which I will that ye take care that it-be en-

_ graven on the public tables in Roman and Greek letters, and

that it stand engraven in the most illustrious places, that it

may be read by all. Marcus Antonius, imperator, one of the
triumvirate overthe public affairs, made this declaration:
since Caius Cassius, in this revolt he hath made, hath pil-
laged that province which belonged not to him, and was held
by garrisons there encamped, while they were onr confede-
rates, and hath spoiled that nation of the Jews that was in
friendship with the Roman people as in'war: and since we
have overcome his madness by arms, we now correct by our
decrees and judicial determinations what he hath laid waste,
that those thinﬁ may be restored to our confederates. And
as for what hath been sold of the Jewish possessions, whe-
ther they be bodies or possessions, let them be released, the
bodies into that state of freedom they were originally in,
and the possessions to their former owners. I also will,

. that he who shall not comply with this decree of mine, shall
'be punished for his disobedience ; and if such a one be
?ﬁbt’ I will take care that the offenders suffer condign pun-
1shment.

6. The same thing did Antony write to the Sidonians, and
the Antiochians, and the Arcadians. We have produced these
decrees, therefore, as marks to futurity of the truth of what

‘ weﬁhave said, that the Romans had a great concern about our
nation. _ . .
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OHAPTER XIII.

HOW ANTONY MADE HEROD AND PHASAELUS TETRARCHS, A¥-
TER THEY HAD BEEN ACCUSED TO NO PURPOSE ; AND HOW
THE PARTHIANS, WHEN THEY BROUGHT ANTIGONUS INTO
JUDEA, TOOK HYRCAKUS AND PHASAELUS CAPTIVES. HE

i ROD’S FLIGHT ; AND WHAT AFFLICTIONS HYRCANUS AND
PHASAELUS ENDURED.

1. Wuen, after this, Antony came into Syria, Cleopatra
met him in Cilicia, and brought him to fall in love with her
And there came now _also a hundred of the most potent of
the Jews, to accuse Herod, and those about him, and set the
men of the greatest eloquence among them to speak. But
Messala contradicted them on behalf of the young men, and
all this in the presence of Hyrcanus, who was Herod’s fa-
ther-in-law already.* When Antony bad heard both sides
at Daphne, he asked Hyrcanus who they were that governed
the nation best? He replied, Herod and his friends. Here-
upon Antony, by reason of the old hospitable friendship he
had made with his father [ Antipater,] at that time when he
was with Gabinius, he made both Herod and Phasaelus te-
trarchs, and committed the public affairs of the Jews to them,
and wrote letters to that purpose. He also bound fifteen of
their adversaries, and was going to kill them, but that Herod
obtained their pardon.

2. Yet did not these men continue quiet when they were
come back, but a thousand of the Jews came to T'yre to meet
him there, whither the re was that he should come. But
Antony was corrupted by the money which Herod and his bro-
ther had given lim, and so be iave order to the governor of
the place to punish the Jewish ambassadors, who were for
making innovations, and to settle the government upon He-
rod : but Herod went out hastily to them, and Hyrcanus was
with him, (for they stood upon the shore before the city,)
and he charged them to go their ways, because great mis-
chief would befall them 1f they went on with their accusa-
tion. But they did not acquiesce : whereupon the Romans
ran upon them with their daggers, and slew some, and wound-
ed more of them, and the rest fled away, and went home,
and lay still in great consternation : when the people

* We may here take notice, that espousals alone were of old esteemed *
a sufficient gundatinn for affinity, Hyrcanus being here called father-in
+ Jaw to Herod, because his granadaughter Mariamne was 0
him, although the marriage were not conspleed till four years afterwards,
See Matt. i. 16. :

Vol. 111 15¢
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made a clamour against Herod, Arftony was so provoked at
it that he slew the prisoners. -

3. Now, in the sevond year, Pacorus, the king of Parthia’s -

son, and ﬁanaphmes, a commander of the Parthians, pos-
sessed themselves of Syria. ‘Ptolemy, the son of Menneus,
also was now dead, and Lysanias, his son, took: his govern-
‘ment, and made a kﬁue of friendship with Antigonus, the
son of Aristobulus ; and in order to obtgin it, made use of that
commander who had great interest in him. Now ‘Antigonus
had promised to ‘give the Parthians a thousand talents, and
{ive hundred women, upon condition that they would take the
government away from HLrganus, and bestow it upon him,
and withal kill Herod.. al b he did not give them
what he had promised, yet did the Parthians make an expe-
dition into Judea on that account, and carried Antigonus with
them. Pacorus went along the maritime parts, but the coui-
mander. Barzapbarnes, through the midland. Now the Ty-
rians excluded Pacorus; but the Sidonians, and those of
Ptolemais received him. However, Pacorus sent a troop of

horsemen into Judea, to take a view of the state of the coun~ -

try, and to assist Antigonus ; and sent also the king’s butler,
o?the same name with himsel{. So wheb the Jews that dwelt
about mount Carmel came to Antigonus, and were ready to
march ‘with him iato Judea, Antigonus -hoped to get some

art of the country by their assistance. The place is called

rymi ; and when some others came, and met them, the men
privatefy fell upon Jerusalem ; and when some more were
come to them, they got together in great numbers, and came
against the king’s palace, and besieged it. But as Phasa-
elus’ and Herod’s party came to the other’s assistance, and
a battle ha d between them in the market-place, the
yvung men beat their enemies, and pursved them mto the
‘eraple, and sent some armed men into the adjoirling houses
to keep them in, who yet being destitute of such as should
support them, were burnt, and the houses with them, by the
peo&lé who rose up against them. But Herod ‘was avenged
of these seditious adversaries of his a little afterwards for
this injury they had offered him, when be fought with them,
and slew a great number of them.

4. But while there were daily skirmishes, the enemy waited
for the coming of the multitude out of the country to Pen-
tecost, a feast of ours so called : and when that day was
come, many ten thousands of the people ‘were gathered to-
%Itther about the temple, some ip armour,'and some without.

ow those that came, guarded both the temple and the city,
‘excepting what belonged to the palace, which Resod guarded
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. with a few of his soldiers ; -and thasaelusbadtbednx

. into the city,end some into the temple,
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, f
the wall, while Herod, with a body of his men, salli :xt

. upon the enemy, who lay in the suburbs, aand fought coura-
i}

,and put many ten thousands to t, some fyi
plesand somme it 1%
outer fortifications, for some such fortifications there were in
that place. Phasaelus came ajso 4o hisassistance ; yet was
Pacorus, the general of the Parthians,at the desire of Anti-
gonus, admitted into the city, with a -few of his horsemen,
under pretence indeed as if'he would still the sedition, but
in reality to assist Antigonus in obtaining the government.
And when Phasaelus met him, and received him kindly, Pa-
corus persuaded him to go himself as ambassader.to Barza-
pharnes, which was done fraudulently. Accordingly, Pha-
saelus, suspecting no barm. complied with his proposal, while
Herod did not give his consent to what was done, because
of the perfidiousness of these barbarians, but desired Pha-
saelus rather to fight those that were come into the city. -
5. So both Hyrcauusand Phasaelus went on the :embas-
sage ; but Pacorus left with Herod two hundred horsemen,
and ten men, who were called the freemen ; and conducted
the others on their journey ; and when they were in Galilee,

. the governors of their cities there met them in their arms:

Barzapharnes also received them at the first with cheerful-
ness, and made them presents, though he afterwards con-
spired against them ; and Phasaelus, with his horsemen, were
conducted to the seaside: but when they heard that Anti-
gonus had promised to give the Parthians a thousand talents
and five hundred women, to assist him against them, they
soon had a suspicion of the barbarians, Moreover, there was
cne who informed them that snares were ‘laid for them by
night, while a guard came about them secretly, and they had
then been seized upon, had not they waited:for the seizure
of Herod by the Parthians, that were about Jerusalem, lest,
upon the sfaughter of Hyrcanus.and Phasaelus, he should-
have an intimation of it, and escape out of their hands. And
these were the circumstances they were now in; and they
saw who they were that guarded them. Some persons in-
deed would have persuaded Phasaelus to fly-away immedi-

" ately on horseback, and aot stay any longer . and there was .

one Ophellius, who, above all the rest, was. earnest with him -
to do 50, for he had-beard of the treachery from Saramalla,
the richest of all the Syrians at.that time, who also promised
to.provide him ships to carry -him off: for .the sea was just
by them : but he had no mind to desert Hyrcanus, nor bring

*his, brother inte danger ; but he went to Barzaphames
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told him, he did not act justly when he made such a eontriv- '

ance agaipst them, for that'if he wanted money, he would
ive him-more than Antigonus : and besides, that it was a
gorriblc thing to slay those that came to him upon the secu-
rity of their oaths, and that when they had done them' no in-
jury. But the barbarians swore to him, that there was no
truth in any of his suspicions; but that he was troubled with
nothing but false proposals, and then went away to Pacorus.
6. But as soon as he was gone away, some men came and
bound H us and Phasaelus, while Phasaelus greatly re-
roa the Parthians for their perjury. However, that
utler who was sent against Herod had it in command to get
him without the walls of the city, and seize upon him ; but
messengers had been sent by Phasaelus to inform Herod of
the perfidiousness of the Parthians : and when he knew that
the enemy had seized upon them, he went to Pacorus, and
to the most potent of the Parthians, as to the lords of the
rest, who, alt d:gg they knew the whole matter, dissembled
-with him ina itful way ; and said, that ** he ought to go
out with them “efore the walls, and meet those who were
bringing him his letters, for that they were not taken by his
adversaries, but were coming to give him an account of the
success Phasaelus had had.” Herod did not give credit

to what they said ; for he had heard that his brother was
seized upon by others also: and the daughter of Hyrcanus,
whose daughter he had espoused, was his monitor also, [nat
to credit them,] which made him still more suspicious of the
Parthians, for although other people did not give heed to
her, yet did he believe her asa woman of very great wisdom.
7."Now while the Parthians were in consultation what was

fit to be.done ; for they did not think it proper to make an
open attempt upon a person of his character ; and while they
put off the determination till the next day, Herod was under
great disturbance of mind, and rather inclining to believe the
reports he heard about his brother and the Parthians, than
to give heed to what was said on the other side, he deter-
mined that when the evening came on, he would make use
of it for his flight, and not to make any longer delay, as if
‘the dangers from the enemy were not yet certain. He there-
fore removed with the armed men whom be had with him ;
and set his wives upon the beasts, as also his mother, and sis-
ter, and her whom he was about to marry, [Mariamne,] the
daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, with her

. mother, the daughter of hdyrcanus, and bis youngest brother,
aud all their servants, and the rest of the multitude that was
with him, and, without the enemies privity, pursued his way

e v B B S B e o s
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to Idumea; nor could any enemy of his, who then saw him in
this case, be so hard-hearted, but would have commiserated
his fortune, while the women drew al their infant chil-
dren, and left their own country, and their friends in prison,
with tears in their eyes, and sad lamentations, and in expec-
tation of nothing but what was of a melancholy nature.

8. But for Herod himself, he raised his mind above the °
miserable state he was in, and was of good courage in the
midst of his misfortunes ; and, as he passed along, be Bid
them every one to be of good cheer, and not to give them-
selves up to sorrow, because that would binder them in their
flight, which was now the only hope of safety that th:f had.
Accordingly, they tried to bear with patience the calamity
they were under, as he exhorted them to do: yet was he
once almost going to kill hiwmself, upon the overthrow of a
wagon, and the danger his mother was then in of being killed,
and this on two accounts, because of his great concern for
her, and because he was afraid lest, by his delay, the enemy
should overtake him in the pursuit ; but as he was drawing
his sword, and going to kill himself therewith, those that were
present restrained him, and being so many in number, were
too hard for him, and told him, that he ought not to desert .
them, and leave them a prey to their enemies, for that it was
not the part of a brave maa to free himself from the distresses
he was in, and to overlook his friends that were in the same
distresses also. So he was compelled to let that horric
attempt alone, partly out of shame at what they said to him.
and Fartly out of regard 'to the great number of those that
would not permit him to do what hie intended.  So he en-
couraged his mother, and took all the care of her the time
would allow, and proceeded on the way he proposéd to go
with the utmost haste, and that was to the fortress of Mas-
sada. And as he had many skirmishes with such of the Par-
thians as attacked him, and pursued him, he was conqueror
mn them all. o .

9. Nor indeed was he freed from the Jews all along as he
was in his ﬂiil;t ; for by that time he was gotten sixty fur-
longs out of the city, and was upon the road, they fell upon
him,and fought hand to hand with him, whom he also put to
flight, and overcame, not like one that was in distress, and in
necessig, but like one that wasexcellently prepared for war,
and had what he wanted in great plenty. And in this very
place, where he now overcame the Jews, it was that he some .
fime aftemards built amost excellent palace, and a city round
about it, and called it Herodium. when be was come
to Idumea, at a place called Thressa, his brother Joseph met

-,



178 ) ANTIQUITIES

him, and he then held a connell to take advice about all his
affairg, and what was fit to be done in'his circamstances, since
he had a great multitude that followed him, besides his mer-
cenary soldiers, and the place Massada, whither he proposed
to fly, was too small to contain so great a multitude ; so he
sent away the greater part of his company, béing above nine
thousand, and bid them go, some one way, and some another,
and to save themselves in ldumea, and gave them what would
buy them provisions in their journey ; but he took with him
those that were least encumbered, and were most intimate
with him, and come to the fortress, and placed there his
wives, and his followers, being eight hundred in number,
here being in the place a sufficient quantity of corn and wa-
“er, and other. necessaries, and went directly for Petra, in
Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians pludered all
Terusalem, and the palace, and abstained from nothing but
Hyrcanus’ money, which was three hundred talents. A great
- deal of Herod’s money escaped, and principaily all that the
man had been so provident as to send into I[dumea before-
- hand ; nor indeed did what was in the city suffice the Parthi-

ans, but thedy went out into the country, and plundered it, and
demolished the city Marissa.

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back into Judea by
the king of the Parthians, and received Hyrcanus and Pha-
saelus for his. prisoners ; but he was greatly cast down be-
cause the women had escaped, whom he intended to have
given the enemy, as having promised they should have them,
vwith the money, for their reward ; but being afraid that Hyr-
canus, who was under the guard of the Parthians, might have
his kingdom restored to lim by the multitude, he cut offhis
ears, and thereby, took care that the high-priesthood should
never come to him any more, because he was maimed, while
the law required that this dignity should belong to none but
such as had all their members entire.* But now one canno
here but admire the fortitude of Phasaelus, who, perceiving
that he was to be put to death, did not think death any ter-
rible thing at all, but to die thus by the means of his enemy,
this he thought a most pitiable and dishonourable thing, and
therefore, since he bad not his bands at liberty, but the s
he was in Lrevemed him from killing himself thereby, he
dashed his bread against a gréat stone, and thereby took away
his own life, which he thought to be the best thing he could
do in‘such a distress as he was in, and thereby put it out ot

» This law of Moses, that the priests were 20 be without blemish as
@ all pocts of -their bodies, is in Levit. xxi. 1724 :
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the powerof the enemy to bring him to any.death he pleased.
It is also reported that when he had made a great wound in
his head, Antigonus sent physicians to him, in order to cure
it, and by ordering them to infuse poison into the wound,
killed hun. However, Phasaelus henring before he was quite
dead, by a certain woman, that his brother Herod had es- -
caped the enemy, underwent his death cheerfully, since be
now left behind him one who would. revenge his death, and
who* was able to inflict punishment oo his enemies.

mee——
CHAPTER XIV.

HOW. HEROD GOT AWAY FROM THE KING OF ARABIA, AND -
MADE HASTE TO. GO INTO EGYPT, AND THENCE WENT IN
HASTE ALSO TO ROME ; AND HOW, BY PROMISING A GREAT
DEAL OF MONEY TO ANTONY, HE QBTAINED OF THE SENATE,
AND OF CKSAR, TO BE MADE KING OF THE JEWS, -

1. As for Herod, the great miseries he was in did not dis-
courage him, but made him shalip in discovering surprisiog
undertakings ; for he went to Malchus, king of Arabia, whom
he had formerly. been very kind to, in order to receive some-
what by way of requital, now he was in more than ordinary -
want of it, and desired he would let him have some anoney,
either by way of loan, or as his free gift, on account of the .
many benefits he had received from him, for not knowing
what was become of his brother, he was in haste to redeem
him out of the hand of his enemies, as willing to give three
huundred talents for the price of his redemption. He also
took with him the son of Phiasaelus, who was:but a child of
seven years of age, for this very reason, that he might be a
hostage for the re afment of the money: but there came"
messengers from ﬁa chus to meet him, by whom he was de-
sired to be gone, for that the Parthians had laid a charge
u;l)]on him not to entertain Herod. This was only a pretence,
which he made use of| that he might not be obliged torepay -
him what he owed him ; and this he was farther induced to,
by the principal men among the Arabians, that they might

cheat him of what sums they had received from [his father]
Antipater, and which he bad committed to their fidelity.
He made answer, that he did not intend to be troublesome
to them by his coming, thither, but that he desired only to
discourse with them about certain affairs that were to him
of the greatest importance. T .

2. Hereupon, he resolved to go away, and did go very
prudently the road to Egypt ; and then it was that be lodged

' .
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in a certain temple, for he had left a great many of his fol-
Jowers there. the pext day he came to Rhinocolura, and
there it was that he heard what was befallen his brother.
"Though Malchus soon repented of what he had done, and
~ came running .after Herod, but with no manner of success,
for he was gtten a very great way off, and made haste into
the road to Pelusium : and when the stationary ships that lay
‘there hindered him from sailing to Alexandria, he went to
their captains, hy whose assistance, and that out of much re-
verence of, and nﬁ;fat regard to him, he was conducted into
. the city [Alexandria,] and was retained there by Cleopatra ;
yet was she not able to prevail with him to stay there, be-
cause he was making haste to Rome, even though the weather
wras stormy, and be was informed that the affairs of Italy were
very tumultuous, and in great disorder.

3, So he set sail from thence for Pamphylia, and falling
into a violent storm, he had much ado to escape to Rhodes,
with the loss of the ship’s burder ; and there it was that two
of his friends, Sappinas and Ptolemeus met with him : and
as he found that city very much damaﬁed in the war against

“Cassius, though he were in necessity hirself, be neglected
not to do it a kindness, but did what he could to recover it
to its former state. He also built there a three decked ship,

- and set sail thence, with his friends, for Italy, and came to

 the port of Brundusium : and when he was come from thence

to Rome, he first related to Antony what had befallen him .
in Judea,and how Phasaelus his brother, was seized on by
the Parthians, and. put to death by them, and how Hyrcanus
was detained captive by them, and how they had made An-
tigonus king, who had promised them a sum of money, no
less than a thousand talents, with five hundred women, who
were to be of the principal families, and of the Jewish'stock,
and that hq bad carried off. the women by night, and that,
by underﬁgmg agreat many hardships, be had escaped the
hands of his enemies ; as also that his own relations were in
danger of being besieged and taken, and that he had sailed
through. a storm, and contemned all the terrible dangers of
it, in order to come, as 800D as possible, to him, who was his
hope and only succour at tifis time.

4. This account made Antony commiserate the change that
had happened in Herod’s condition ;* and reasoning with

# Concerning the chronology of Herod, and the time when he was
first made king at Rome, and conoeming the time when jhe began bis
second bn:gn. without a rival, npon the conquest and siaughter of Anti-

us, principally derived from this and the two next chapters in
losephus, see the note an sec. 6, and ¢, xv. sec. 10,
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nimself, that this was a common case among those fhat are
placed in such great dignities, and that they are liable to the
mutations that come from fortune, he was very ready togive
him the assistance he desired, and this because he called to
mind the friendship he had had with Antipater, because
Herod offered him money to make him king' as he had for-
merly given it him to make him tetrarch, and chiefly be-
_ cause of his hatred to Antigonus, for he took him to be a
seditious person, and an enemy to the Romans. Cwsar was
also the forwarder to raise Herod’s dignity, and to give him
his assistance in what he desired, on account of the toils of
war which he had bimself undergone with Antipater his fa-
ther in t, and of the boo(f:tality he had treated him
withal, and the kindness he had always showed him, as also
to gratify Antony, who was very zealous for Herod. Soa
senate was convocated ; and Messala first, and then Atratinus
introduced Herod into it, and enl: upon the benefits they
had received from his father, and put them in mind of the
- good-will he had borne the Romans. At the same time they
accused Antigonus, and declared him an enemy, not only be-
cause of his former opposition to them, but that he had now
overlooked the Romans, and taken the government from the
Parthians. Upon this the senate was irritated ; and Antony
informed them farther, that it was for their advantage in the
Parthian war that Herod should be king. This seemed good
+ to all the senators; and so they made a decree accordingly.
5. And this was the principal instance of Antony’s affection
for Herod, that he not only procured him a kingdom which he
aid not expect, (for he did not come with an ntention to ask
the kingdom for himself, which he did not suppose the Ro-
mans would grant him, who used to bestow it on some of the
royal family, but intended to desire it for his wife’s brother,
wgo was irandson by his father to Aristobulus, and to Hyr-
canus by his mother,) but that he procured it for him sa sud-
denly that he obtained what he did not expect,and departed
out of Italy inso few days as sevenin all. This young man
(the gra Herod afterwards took care to have slain, as
we shall show in its proper place. But whenthe senate was
dissolved, Antany and Casar went out of the senate-house, .
with Herod between them, in order to offer sacrifices, and to
lay up their decrees in the capitol. Antony also feasted He-
rod the first day of his reign. And thus did this man receive
the ki%dom, having obtained it in the hundred and eighty-
fourth Olympiad, when Caius Domitius Calvinus was consul
the second time, and Caius Asinius Pollio, [the first time. ]
GV. lAllut[his while, Antigonus besieged those that were 1»
0l . 16
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Massada, who had plenty of all other necessaries, but were
only in want of water,* insomuch, that on this occasion, Jo-
sephus, Herod’s brother, was contriving to runaway from it,
with two hundred of his dependants, to the Arabians ; for he
had heard that Malchus repented of the offences he had been .
guilty of with regard to Herod ; but God, by sending rain in
the night-time, prevented his going away, for their cisterns
were thereby fl ed, and he was under no necessity of run-
ning away.on that account : but they were now of goed cour-
age, and the more so, because the sending that plenty of wa-.
ter which they had been in want of, seemed a mark of Divine
Providence ; so they made a sally, and fought hand to hand
with Antigonus’ soldiers, with some openly, with some pri-
vately, and dem‘g:d a great number of them. At the same
tire, "’entidius, Eeneral of the Romans, was sent out of
Syria, to drive the Parthians out of it, and marched after

-them into Judea, in pretence indeed to succour Joseph, but
in reality the whole affair was no more than a stratagem, in
order to get money of Antigonus . so they pitched their camp
very near to Jerusalem, and wiped Antigonus of a great deal
of money, and then he retired himself with the greater part
of the army ; but that the wickedness he had been guilty of
might not be found out, he left Silo there with a certain part
of iis soldiers, with whom also Antigonus’ cultivated an ac-

quaintance, that he might cause him no disturbance, and was

s.t'llfl« ig ll:gpes that the Parthians would not come again and
efend him. , -

So——
OHAPTER XV.

HOW HEROD SAILED OUT OF ITALY TO JUDEA, AND FOUGHT
WITH ANTIGONUS ; AND WHAT OTHER THINGS HAPPENED
IN JUDEA ABOUT THAT TIME.

1. By this time, Herod had sailed out of Italy to Ptole-
mais, and had gotten together no small army, both of strangers
and of his own countrymen, and marched through by Galilee

inst Antigonus. Silo also, and Ventidius, came and assisted-
him, being persuaded by Delius, who was sent by Antony to
assist in bringing back Herod. Now for Ventidius, he was
employed in composing the disturbances that had been made
in the cities by meansof the Parthians ; and for Silo, he was

# This grievous want of water at Massada, till the place had like to
have been‘taken by the Parthians, mentioned both here, and of the War,
B. L c. xv. gec. 1. vol v. isan indication that it was now summer time.
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in Judeaindeed, but corrupted by Antigonus. However, as
Herod went along, his army increase evelz day, and all
Galilee, with some small exception, joined him : but as he
was marching to those that were in Massada, for he was
obliged to endeavour to save those that were in that fortress,
now they were besieged, because they were his relations,
Joppa was a hindrance to him, for it was necessary for him
to take that place first, it beinﬁ a city at variance with him,
that no strong hold might be left in his enemies’ hands behind
him, when he should go to Jerusalem : and when Silo made
this a pretence for rising up from Jerusalem, and was there-
upon pursued by theJews, Herod fell upon them with a small
body of men, and both put the Jews to ﬂiiht,and saved Silo,
when he was very poorly able to defend himself ; but when
Herod had taken Joppa, he made haste to set free those of
-hiis {amily that were in Massada. Now of the people of the
country, some joined him because of the friendship they had
lad with his father, and some because of the splendid appear-
ance he made, and others b{ way of requital for the benefjts
they had received from both of them, but the greatest num-
ber came to him in hopes of getting somewhbat from him af-
terwards, if be were once firmly settled in the kingdom.

2. Herod had now a strong army ; and as he marched on,
Antigonus laid snares and ambushes in the Easses and places
most proper for them, but in truth he thereby did little or no
damage to the enemy : so Herod received those of his family
out of Massada, and the fortress Ressa, and then went on for
Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was with Silo accompa-
nied him all along, as did many of the citizens, being afraid
of his power ; as soon as he had pitched his camp on the
west side of the cit , the soldiers that were set to guard that
part shot their arrows, and threw their darts at him ; and
when some sallied out in a crowd, and came to fight hand to
band with the first ranks of Herod’s army, he gave orders,
that they should, in the first place, make proclamation about

the wall, that *“ he came for the good of the people, and for
- the preservation of the city, and not to bear any old grudge
at even his most open enemies, but ready to forget the of-
fences which his greatest adversaries had done him.” But
Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod had caused to be
proclaimed, and this before the Romans, and before Silo also,
said, that * they would not do justly, it’.they gave the king-
dom to Herod, who was no more than a private man, and an
Idumeany* i. e. a half Jew, whereas they ought to bestow it

 This afirmation of Antigonus, en in the days of Herod, and in
a manner to his face, that h:g:r:n an‘p;:umm, i e.yn half Jew, seems
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on one of the royal family, as their custom was ; for, that m
case they at present bear any ill-will to him, and had re-
solved to deprive him of the kingdom, as having received it
from the Parthians, yet were there many others of bis family
that might by their law take it, and these such as had no way
offended the Romans, and being of the sacerdotal family, it
would be an unworthy thirﬁet: put them by.” Now, while
they said thus one to another,and fell to reproaching one
another on both sides, Antigonus permitted his own men that
were upon the wall, to detend themselves, who, using their
bows, and showing great alacrity against their enemies, easily
drove them away the towers. ) :
3. And now it was that Silo discovered that he had taken
bribes ; for he seta rgv:aod number of his soldiers to complain
aloud of the want of provisions they were in, and to require
money to buy them food, and that it was fit to let them go
into places proper for winter quarters, since the places near
the city were a desert, by reason that Antigonus’ soldiers
had carried all away ; so he set the army upon removing, and
endeavoured to march away : but Herod pressed Silo not to
depart ; and exhorted Silo’s captains and soldiers not to de-
sert him, when Ceesar and Antony, and the senate, had sent
him thither, for that he would provide them plenty of all the
things they wanted, and easily procure them a great abun-
dance of what they required ; after which entreaty, he im-
mediately went out into the countr{, and left not the least
pretence to Silo for his departure, for he b an unex-
pected quantity of provisions, and sent to those friends of his
who inhabited about Samaria, to bring down corn, and wine,
and oil, and cattle, and all other provisions, to Jericho, that
there might be no want of a supply for the soldiers for the
time to come. Antigonus was sensible of this, and sent pre-
sently over the country such as might restrainand lie in am-
bush for those that went out for provisiens. . So t men
obeyed the orders of Antigonus, and got together-a great

" number of armed men about Jericho, and sat upon the moun- -

tains, and watched those that brought the provisions. How-
ever, Herod was not idle in the mean time, for he took ten
ban&s of soldiers, of whoni five were of thehomms, and five
to me of much greater authority than that pretence of his favourite and
flatterer, Nicolaus, of Damascus, that he derived his from the
*ews, as far backwayd as the Bll;il:nlil captivity, c. i. sac. 3. Accord-
ingly J%:c_dm:‘ml n an Idumean; though-be sags his

and by birth a Jew, Antiq. B. xx. c. viii. g0. 7, as indeed all such pro-

. selytes of jugtice as the Idumeaus were in time estoomed the very same

people with the Jews.
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of -the Jews, with some mercenaries among them, and with
- some few horsemen, and came to Jericho ; and as fhe

found
the city deserted, but that five hundred had settlel m- .

selves on the tops of the hills, with their wives and children,
those be took and sent away ; but the Romans fell upon the
city, and t,'glundered it,and found the houses full of all sorts
of good things. So the king left a garrison at Jericho, and
came back again, and sent the Roman army to take their
winter quarters in the countries that were come over to him,
Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria. And so much did Antigo-
nus gain of Silo, for the bribes he gave him, that part of the

army should be quartered at Lydda, in order to please An- -
tony. So the Romans laid their weapons aside, and lived -

in plenty of all things.

4. But Herod was not pleased with lying still, but sent out
his brotherJosephus against Idumea with two thousand armed
footmen, and four hundred horsemen, while he himself came
to Samaria, and left his mother and his other relations there,
for they were already Fone out of Massada,and went intoGa-
lilee to take certain places which were held by the garrisons
of Antigonus, and he gassed on to Sepphoris, as God sent a
snow, while Antigonus’ garrisons withdrew themselves, and
had great plenty of provisions. He also went thence, and re-
=olved to destroy those rohbers that dwelt in the caves, and
did much mischief in the country ; so he sent a troop of horse-
men, and three companies of armed footmen against them.
They were very near to a village called Ardela ; and, on the
fortieth day after, he came himself, with his whole army ; and
as the enemy sallied out boldly upon him, the left wing of his
army gave way, but he appearing with a body of men, put
those to flight who were already conquerors, and recalled his
men that ran away. He also pressed upon his enemies, and

_ pursued them as far as the river Jordan, though they ran away
ﬁy different roads. So he brought over to him all Galilee, ex-
cepting those that dwelf in the caves, and distributed money
to every one of his soldiers, giving them a hundred and fifly
drachmas a-piece, and much more to their captains, and sent
them into winter quarters: at which time Silo came to him,
and his commanders with him, because Antigonus would not
give them provisions any longer, for he supplied them for no
more than one month ; nay, he had sent to all the country
about, and ordered them to carry off the provisigns that were
there, and retire to the mountains, that the Romans might
have no provisions to liveupon, and sc might perish by famine:
twit Herod committed the care of that matter to Pheroras, his
y(»gnges:[ ;n-other, and or;lered him to repair Alexandrium

‘ol 111, 16 7
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reat plenty of prozig
ey

en beford,di . Aot genl e

5. About this#§ Wwas, that Antony continuéd sone time.
at Athens, and] tidius, who was now in Syria, sent for
Silo, and gifled him to assist Herod in the first place to
finish the présshtfvar, and then to send for their confederates,
for the war thegwere themselves e d in; but as for He-
rod, he we; haste against the robbers that were in the
caves, g Silo away to Ventidius, while he marched
. against fheta, These caves were in mountains that were ex-
ceeding abrupt, and in their middle were no other than pre-
cipices, with certain entrances into the caves, and those caves

were encompassed with sharp rocks,and in these did the rob-
hers lie concealed, with all their families about them; but
the king caused certain chests to be made in order to destroy
them, and to be hung down, bound about with iron chains, by
" an engine from the top of the mountain, it being not possible-
to get up to them, by reason of the sharp ascent of the moun-
tains, nor to creep down to them from above. Now these
chests were filled with armed men, who had long hooks in
‘their hands, by which they might pull out such as resisted,
.them, and then tumble them down, and kill them by so doing;
but the letting the Jheﬂs down proved to be a matter of great
lange use of the vast depth they were to be let down,
a they had their provisions in the chests themselves :
but when. the chests were let down, and not one of those in
the mouth of the caves durst come near them, but lay still
out of fear, some of the armed men girt on their armour, and
by both their hands took hold of the chain by which the chests
were let down, and went into the mouths of the caves, be-
cause they fretted that such delay was made by the robbers
not daring to come out of the caves ; and when they were at
any of those moutbs, they first killed many of those that were
in the mouths with their darts, and afterwards pulled those to
them that resisted them with their hooks, and tumbled them
down the precipices, and afterwards went into the caves and
killed rany more, and then went into their chests again, and .
Iay still there ; but upon this, terror seized the rest, when they
heard the lamentations that were made, and they despaired
of escaping : however, when the night came on, that put an
end to the whole work; and as the king proclaimed pardon
by a herald to such as delivered themselves up to him,
many accepted of the offer. The same method of assault was
made use of the next day ; and they went farther, and got out
in baskets tofight them, and fought them at their doors, and
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sent fire among them, and-set ‘their caves on fire, for there :
was a great deal of combustible matter within them. Now
there ‘was one old man who was caught within- one of these
caves, with seven children and a wife ; these prayed them -
to give them leave to go out, and yield themselves up to the
enemy, but he stood at the cave’s mouth, and always slew
that child of his who went out, till he had destroyed them
- every.one, and after that he slew his wife, and cast their dead
bodies down the precipioe, and himself aftér them, and se
underwent death rather than slavery ; but, before he did this,
he greatly reproached Herod with the meanness of his fa-
mnily, although he was then king. Herod also saw what he
was doing, and stretched out bis hand, and offered him all
manner of security for his life, bly which means all these caves
were at le subdued entirely. o
6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over these parts of
the country as his general, he went to Samaria, with six hun-
dred horsemen, and three thousand armed footmen, as in-
tending to fight Antigonus. But still this command of the
army did not succeed well with Ptolemy, but those, that had
been troublesome to Galilee before, attacked him, and slew
him ; and when they had done this, they fled among the
lakes and places almost inacoessible,iaying waste and plun-
dering whatsoever they could come at in those places, but
Hergg soon returned, and punished them for what they bad
done ; for some of these rebels be slew, and others of them
who had fled to the strong holds, he besieged, and both slew
them, and demolished their strong holds : and when he had
. thus put an end to their rebellion, he laid a fine upon the
cities of a hundred talents. :

7. In the mean time, Pacorus was fallen in a battle, and the
Parthians were defeated, when Ventidius sent Macherus to
the assistance of Herod, with two legions, and a thousand
horsemen, while Antony encouraged him to make haste. But
Macherus, at the instigation of Antigonus, without the ap-
probation of Herod, as being corrupted by money, went
about to take a view of his affairs; but Antigonus, su:gecting
this intention of his coming, did not admit him into the city,
but kept him at a distance, with slingin%stones at him, and
plainly showed what he himself meant. But when Macherus
was sensible that Herod had given him good advice, and
that he had made a mistake himself, in not hearkenilf to
that advice, he retired to the city Emmaus; and what Jews
he met with, he slew them, whether they were enemies or
friends, out of the rage he was in at what hardships he had
undergone. The king was provoked at this conduct of his, .
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and went to Samaria, and resolved to go to Antony about
thesé affairs, and to inforin him that he stood in ne need
such helpers, who did him more mischief than they did b
enemies, and that be was able of himself to beat Anti s
but Macherus followed him, and desired that he wou not
to Antony, or, if he was resolved to go, that he would join
ﬁ?s brother Joseph with him, and let them fight against Anti-
goaus. So he was reconciled to Macherus, upon his eamest
entreaties. Accordingly, he left Joseph there with hisarilisy,
but charged him to run no hazards, nor to quarrel mth Ma-

cherus.
8. But for his own part, ke made haste to Antony, (who
was then at the siege of Samosata, a plice upon ates,)
‘with hia troops, both horsemen and footmen, to be auxiliaries
to him: and when he came to Antioch, and met there a great
number of men gotten together that were very desireus to gn
1o Antony, but durst not venture to go, out of fear, because
the barbarians fell upon men on the road, and slew many,
<0 he encou them, and became their conductor on t
road. Now when they were within two days’ mareh of Sa-
mosata, the barbarians had laid an ambush there to disturh
those that came to Antony, and where the woods made the
passes narrow, as they led to the plains, there they laid not
a few of their borsemen, who were to lie still until those pas-
sengers were gone by into the wide ﬂace. Now as soon as
the first ranks were gone by, (for Herod brought on the
rear,) those that lay in ambush, who were about five hun-
dred, fell upon them on the sudden, and when they bad put
the foremost to flight, the king came riding hard, with the
forces that were about him, and imnediately drove back the
cnemy ; by which means he inade the minds of his own more
courageous, and emboldened them to go cn, insomuch that
those who ran away before, now returned back, and the bar-
barians were slain on all sides. The king also went on killing:
them, and recovered all the ba; e, among which were a
great number of beasts for burden, and of slaves, and pro-
ceeded op his march ; and whercas there were a great num-
ber of those in the woods that attacked then, and were near
the passages that led into the plain, he made a sally upon
these also with a strong body of men, and put them to flight,
and slew many of them, and thereby rendered the way safe
for those that came after ; and these called Herod their sa-
-viour and protector. '
9. And when it was near to Samosata, Antony sent out his
army inall their proper habilaments to meet him, in order to
vay Herod this respect, and because of ige assistance he had

Es
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gven him, for he had heard what attacks the barbarians had
made upon him [in Judea.] He was also very glad to see
him there, as having been made acquainted with the great
actions he had performed on the road’: so he entertained
him very kindly, and could not but admire his courage. An-
tony also embraced him as soon-as he saw him, and saluted
him after a most aflectionate manner, and gave him the up-
r hand, as having himselt lately made him a king : and
in a little time, Antiochus delivered up the fortress, and on
that account this war was at an end ; then Antony committed
. the rest to Socius, and gave him orders to assist Herod, and
went himself to Egypt. Accordingly, Socius sent two legions
before into Judea, fo the assistance of Herod, and he followed
himself with the body of the armyi. -
10. Now Joseph was already slain in Judea, in the man-
“ ner following : he forgot what charge his brother Herod had
iven him when he went to Antony; and when he had pitched
ﬁ‘is camp among the mountains, for Macherus had lent him
five regiments, with these he went hastily to Jericho, in or-
der to reap the corn thereto belonging ; and as the Roman-
regiments were but newly raised, and were unskilful in war,
for they were in great part collected out of Syria, he was
attacked by the enem‘y, and caught in { places of diffi-
culty, and was himself slain, as he was fighting bravely, and
the whole army was lost, for there were six regiments slain.
So when Ant had got possession of the dead bodies, he
cut off Joseph’s head, although Pheroras his brother would
have redeemed it at the price of fifty talents. After which
defeat, the Galileans revolted from their commanders, and
took those of Herod’s party, and drowned them. in the lake,
and agreat part of Judea was become seditious ; but Mache-
rus fortified the place Gitta, [in Samaria. ]

" 11, At (his time, messengers came to Herod, and informed
him of what had been done ; and when he was come to
Daphne by Antioch, they told him of the ill fortune that had
befallen his brother ; which yet he expected, from certain
visions that apy sared to him in his dreams, which clearly
foreshowed his brother’s death. -So he hastened his march';
and when he came tomount Libanus, he received about eight
hundred of the men of that place, baving already with him
also one Roman legion, and with these he came to Ptolemais.
He-also marched thence by night with his army, and pro-
ceeded along-Galilee. Here it was that the enemy met him.
and fought him, and were beaten, and shut up in the same
g)ace of strength whence they had sallied out the day before.

he attacked the place in the morning, but by reason of a

i
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great storm that was then very violent, he was able to do
nothing, but drew off his army into the neighbouring villages;
yetas soon as the other legion that Antony sent him was come
to his assistance, those that were in the garrison in the place
were afraid, and deserted it in the night-time. Then did the
kini march hastilg to Jericho, intending to avenge himself
on the enemy for the slaughter of his brother ; and when he
. had pitched his tents, he made a feast for the principal com-
manders, and after this collation was over, and he had dis-
missed his guests, he retired to his own chamber : and here
one may see what kindness God had for the king, for the
upper part of the house fell down, when nobody was in it,
and so killed none, insomuch that all the people believed
that Herod was beloved of God, since he had escaped such
a great and a surprising danger.

12. But the next day, six thousand of the enemy came
down from the tops of the mountains to !(ilght the Romans,
which greatly terrified them ; and the soldiers that were in
light armour, came near, and selted the king’s guards that
were come out, with darts and stones, and one of them hit
him on the side with a dart. Antigonus also sent a com-

mander against Samaria, whose name was Pappas, withsome .

forces, being desirous to show the enemy how potent he was,
and that he had men to spare in his war with them : he sat
down to oppose Macherus ; but Herod, when he had taken
five cities, took such as were left in them, being about two
thousand, and slew them, and burnt the cities themselve

and then returned to %o against Pappas, who was encampe.

in the village called 1sanes ; and there ran into him many
out of Jericho and Judea, near to which place he was, and
the enemy fell upon his men, so stout were they at this time,
and joined battle with them, but he beat them in the fight; and
in order to be revenged on them for the slaughter of his bro-
ther, he pursued them sharpl{, and killed them as they ran
away: and as the houses were full of armed men, and many of
them ran as far as the tops of the houses, he got them under
his power, and pulled down the roofs of the houses,* and saw
the lower rooms full of soldiers that were caught, and lay all
. on a heap: so they threw stones down upon them as they lay

# It may be worth our observation here, that these soldiers of Herod |

- could not have gotten upon the tops of these houses which where full of
enemies, in order to up the upper floors and destroy them beneath,
. but on ladders from the outside, which illustrates some texts in the New
‘Testament, by which it apoears that men used to ascend thither by lad-
ders oglthe outside. See Matt. xxiv. 17. Mark. xiii. 15. Luke'v. 19,
xvii. 31, ’
\
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piled one upon another, and the killed them ; nor was
there a more friﬁhtful spectacle in ali the war than this, where
beyond the walls an immense multitude of dead men lay
heaped one upon anotler. This action it waswhich chiefly
brake the spirits of the enemy, who expected now what would
come, for there agpeared a mighty number of people that
came from places far distant, that were now about the village,
but thenran away ; and had it not been for the depth of win-
ter, which then restrained them, the king’s army had pre-
sently gone to Jerusalem, as being very cou at this
good success, and the whole work had been done immedi-
ately, for Antlﬁonus was already looking about how he might
fly away, and leave the city. :

13. At this time the king gave order that the soldiers
should go to supper, for it was late at night, while he went
into a chamber to use the bath, for he was very weary :
kere it was that he was in the greatest danger, which yet, by
God’s providence, he escaped ; for ashe was naked, and had
but one servant that followed him. to be with him while he
was bathing in an inner room, certatn of the enemy, who were
in their armour, and had fled thither out of fear, were then
in the place ; and as he was bathing, the first of them came
out with his naked sword drawn, and went out at the doors,
and after him a second, and a third, armed in like manner,
and were under such a consternation that they did no hurt to
the king, and thought themselves to have come off very well
in suﬁ'eriif no harm themselves in their getting out of the
house. However,on the next day,he cut off the head of
Pappas, for he was already slain, and sent it to Pheroras, as
a punishment of what their brother had suffered by his means,
for he was the man that slew him with his own hand.

14, When the rigour of winter was over, Herod removed
his army, and came near to Jerusalem, and pitched his camp
hard by the city. Now, this was the third year since he had
been made king at Rome ; and as he removed his camp, and
came near the part of the wall where it could be most easily
assaulted, he pitched that camp before the temple, intending:
to make his attacks in the same manner as did Pompey ; so
he encompassed the place with three bulwarks, and erected
towers, and employed a t many bands about the work,
and cut down the trees that were round about the tity ; and
when he had appointed proper persons to oversee the works,
even while the army lay before the city, he himself wentto
Samaria to complete his marriage, to take to wife the

daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus; for he bad .

betrothed her already, as 1 bave before related.
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HOW HEROD, WHEN HE HAD MARRIED MARTAMNE, TOOK JERU-

SALEM, WITH THE ASSISTANCR OF SOCIUS, BY FORCE ; AND

. BOW THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ASMONEADS WAS PUT AN
END TO. ' ; :

1. ArteR the wedding was over, came Sosius through
Pheenicia, having sent out his army before him over the mid-
Jand parts. He also, who was their commander, came him-

'self, with a great number of horsemen and footmen. The
king also came himself from Samaria, and brought with him
no small army besides that which was there before, for they
were about thirty thousand ; and they all met togetfner atthe
walls of Jerusalem, and encamped at the north wall of the
city, being now an army of eleven legions, armed men on
foot, and six thousand -horsemen, with other auxiliaries out
of Syria. The generals were two, Sosius sent by Antony to
assist Herod, and Herod on his own account, in order to take
the government from Antigonus, who was declared an enemy
at e, and that he might himself be king, according to
the decree of the senate. .

2. Now the Jews that were enclosed within the walls of
the city, fought against Herod, with great alacrity and zeal,
(for the whole nation was gathered together ;) they .also gave
out many prophecies, about the temple, and many things

able to the people, as if God would deliverl:{em out
of the dangers they were in: they had also carried off what
was out of the city, that they might not leave any thing to
afford sustenance either for men, or for beasts : and by pri-
vate robberies, they made the want of pecessaries greater.
When Herod understood this, he d ambushes in the
fittest places against their private rok mes, and be sent out
legions of armed men to in provisions, and that from
remote places, so that in a little time they had great plent
of provisions. Now the three bulwarks were easily erectedy,
because so many hands were continually at work upon it ; for
it was summer time, and there was nothiog to hinder them
in raising their works, neither from the air, nor from the
workmen : so they brought their engines to bear, and shook
the-walls of the city tried all mannerof waysto get in;
yet.did not those within discover any fear, but they also con-
trived not a few engines tooppose their engines withal. They

also sallied out, and burnt not only those "ﬁ:m that were
w

not yet perfected, but those that were ; and when they came
hand to hand, their attempts were not fess bold than those of
the Romans, though they were behind them in skill, They

i
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also erected new works when the former were ruined ; and
making mives under ground, they met each other, and ft’:ugbt
there, and making use of brutish courage, rather than of pru-
dent valour, they persisted in this war to the very last ; and
this they did while a mighty army lay rouud about them, and
while they were distressed by famine, and the want of neces-
saries, for this happened to be a Sabbatic year. The frst

that scaled the walls were twenty chosen men ; the next’

were Sosius’ centurions, for the first wall was taken in forty
days, and the second in fifteen more, when some of the clois-
ters that were about the temple were bumt ; which Herod
ve out to have been burnt by Antigonus, in order to expose
im to the hatred of the Jews. And when the outer court
of the temple, and the lower city, were taken, the Jews fled
into the inner court of the temple, and in the upper city ;
but now, fearing lest the Romans should hinder them from
offering their daily sacrifices to God, they sent an embassage,
and desired that they would m permit them to bring in
beasts for sacrifices, which Herod granted, hoping they were
going to yield : but when he saw that they did nothing of
what he supposed, but bitterly opposed him, in order to pre-
serve the kingdom to Antigonus, he made an assault upon the
city, and took it by storm ; and nowall parts were full of those
that were slain, by the rage of the Romans at the long dura-
tion of the siege, and by the zeal of the Jews that were on
Herod’sside, who were not willing to leave one of their adver-
sariesalive : so they were murdered continually in the narfow
streets, and in the houses by crowds, and as they were flyi
to the temple for shelter, and there was po pity taken ol
either infants, or the aged, nor did they spare so much as the
weaker sex ;. nay, although the king sent about, and besought
them to spare the people, yet nobody restrained their hand
from slaughter, but, as if they were a company of madmen
they fell upon persons of all , without distinction ; and
then Antigonus, without regard to either his past or present
' circumstances, came down from the citadel, and fell down at
the feet of Sosius, who took no pity of him, in the change of
his fortune, but insulted him beyond measure, and called him
Antigone, [i. e. a woman, and not a man ;] yet did he wot
treat him as if he were a woman, by letting him go at liberty,
but put him into bonds, and kept him in close custody.

3. And now Herod having overcome his enemies, his care
was to govern those foreigners who had been his assistants,
for the crowd of strangers rushed to see the temple, and the
sacred things in the temple ; but the king, thinking a victory
to‘?e' altﬁm severe affliction than a defeat, if any of thoge

ol. I1I, 17
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things which it was not lawtul to see, should be seen by thems,
used entreaties and reasomings, and even sometimes force
itself, to restrain them. He also prohibited the ravage that
was made 1 the city, and many times asked Sosius whether
the Romans could em'pty the cit; both of women and men,
and leave him king of a desert? and told him, that he es-
teemed the dominion over the whole hab.table earth as by no
means an equivalent satisfaction for sucu a murder of his citi-
zens - and when be said that this plunder was justly to be
permitted the soldiers, for the siege they had undergone, he
replied, that he would give every one their reward out of his
own money, and by this means he redeemed what remained
of the city from destruction, and he performed what he had

promised him, for he gave a noble present to every soldier, -
and a proportionable present to their commanders, but a most
royal present to Sosius himself till they all went away full of

money.'

4.y This destruction befell the city of Jerusalem when
Marcus Aﬁ:ie%pa and Caninius Gallus were consuls of Rome,
in the hun eighty and fifth Olympiad, m the third month
on the solemnity of the fast, as if’ a periodical revolution of
calamities had returned, since that which befell the Jews
under Pompey, for the Jews were taken by him on the same
day, and this was after twenty-seven years’ time.* - So when -

® Note here, that Josephus fully and frequently assures, that there
above three years between Herod’s first obt ining the kingdom
at Rome, and his second obtaining it at the taking of Jerusalem, and
death of Antigonus. The present histoty of this iuterval twice mentions
the army's going into winter-quarters, which perhaps belonged to two
several winters, ¢. xv. sec. 3, 4, and though Josephus says nothing how
long tbeg lay in those quarters, yet does he give such an account of the
long and studied delays of Ventidius, Silo, and Macherus, who were to
sensl-lerod settled in his new kingdom, (but seem not to have had suffi-
cient forces for that purpose, and were for certain, all eorruated by An-
tigonustomakethe longest delays possible,)and give us such particular
accounts of the many great actions of Herod’s dulings;he same interval,
as fairly imply that interval, before Herod went mosata, to have
_been very considerable. However, what is wanting in J us, is fully
supplied by Moses Chorenensis, the Armenian historian, in his bistory of
- the nm‘:.i'nﬁnr;al; g il. ¢ mub ;here he gﬂhwtly amofmmm, !t’bn::h Ti-
granes, ing of Armenia, and the principal manager of this ian
war, reigned two years after Herod was made king at Rome, and
Antony did not hear of his death, in that very neighbourhood, at Sa-
. smosata, till he was come thither to besiege it: after which, Herod
Dbrought him an army, which was 340 miles march, and though a diffi-
cult country, full of enemies also, and joined with him in the siege of
‘Samosata, till that city was taken ; then Herod and Sosius marched
Dack with their large armies the same number of 340 miles, and when,
, inalite time, they sat down to besiege Jerusajem, they were mubl.
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Sosius had dedicated a crown of gold to God, he marched
away from Jerusalem, and carried Antigonus with bim n
bonds to Antony: but Herod was afraid lest Antigonus should

be kept in I{n’ison [only] by Antony, and that when he was
. carried to Rome by him, he might get his cause to be heard
by the senate, and might demonstrate, as he was himself of -
the royal blood, and Herod but a private man, that therefore
it belonged to his sons however to have the kingdom, on
acoount of the family they were of, in case he had himself
offended the Romans by what he had done. Out of Herod’s
fear of this, it was, that he, by givinﬁ Antony a great deal of
money, endeavoured to persuade him to have Antigonus
slain, which if it were once done, he should be free from that
fear. And thus did the government of the Asmoneans cease, a
hundred and twenty-six years after it was first set up. This
family was a splendid and an illustrious one, both on account
of the nobility of their stock, and of the dignity of the high-

riesthood, as also for the glorious actions their ancestors

ad performed for our nation : but these men lost the govern-
ment by their dissensions one with another, and it came 0
-Herod the son of Antipater, who was of no more than a vul-
gar family, and of no eminent extraction, but one that was
.subject to other kings: and this is what history tells us was
* the end of the Asmonean family.

to m{o it l;but by a siege of ?ve m;lmths. ciAu which put together, fully
supplies what is wanting in Josephus, and secures the entire chronol
ofpgnen tines beyond conmdic'gon. chronology
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BOOK XV.

CONTAINING AN lNTERVAL OF 18 YEARS.
{From the death of Antigonus to the finishing of the temple by Herod.|

OHAPTHR I.

CONCERNING POLLIO AND SANMEAS. HEROD SLAYS '-I'HE PRIN-
CIPAL OF LNTIOQORVS’ FRIENDS, AND SPOILS THE CITY OF
ITS WEALTH. AKTONY BEHEADS ANTIGONUS.

1, How Sosius and Herod took Jerusaiem by force ; and
besides that, how they took Antigonus captive, bas beeu re-
lated by us in the foregoing book. We will now proceed in
the narration. And since Herod had now the government of
all Judea put into his hands, he promoted such of the private
men in the city as had been of bis party, but never left off
avenging and pubishipg every day these that had chosen to
be of the party af his enemies : but Pollio, the Pharisee, and
Sameas, a disciple of his, were honoured by him above all
the rest ; for when Jerusalem was besieged, they advised the
citizens to receive Herod, for which advice they were well
requited : but this Pollio, at the time when Herod was once
upon the trial of life and death, foretold in way of reproach,
to Hyrcanus and the otber judges, how this Herod, whom
they suffered now to escape, would afterwards inflict punish-
ment on them all; which had its completion in time, while
God fulfilled the words he had spoken. )

2. At this time, Herod, now he had got Jerusalem under
his power, carried off all the royal ornaments, and spoiled the
thy men of what they had gotten; and when by these
means, he had heaped together a great quantity of silver
and gold, he gave it alsoto Antoray, and his friends that were
aboyt him. He also slew forty-five of the principal men of
Antigonus’ party, and set guards at the gates of the city, that
nothing mig be carried out together with their dead bodies.
They also searched the dead; and whatsoever was founa
eilb;r of silver, or ‘ﬁd, or other treasure, it was carried to
the king : nor was there any end of the miseries he brought
unonlzfem ; and this distress was in part occasioned byufbe
covetousness of the prince regnant, who was still in want of
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" mote, andinpart, by the Sabbatic year, which'was sl
- by the toliezielrunoultiya‘:::l,sjng"

on, and forced the country to nce wé
ae forhidden tosow our laud ia that year. Now when Antosy
bad received Antiganus as his captive, he determined to
keep him against bis u'i:én ; but when he heard that the
nation grew seditious, and that out of their hatred to Herod
they continued to bear gopd-will to Antigonus, be resolved to
hehead him at Antioch, for otherwise, the Jews could no way
be brought to be.quiet. And Straboof Cappedocia attests
to what 1:have said,when he thus speaks : *“ Antony ordered
Antigonus the Jew to be brought to Antioch, and there to be
beheaded; and this Antony seems to me tohave been the very
first man who beheaded a king, as supposing be could no
other way hend the mindsof the Jews, 3o as to receive He-
rod, whoni he had made.kini in his stead, for by no torments
could they he forced to.call him king, so great fondness they
had to their former Kiog ; s0°he thought that this dishonour-
able death would diminish the value they had for Antigonus’
memory, and at the same time would diminish thegatred
they bare to 'Iferod.” Thus far Strabo.

o ——

HOW HYRCANUS WAS SET AT LIBERTY BY THE PARTHIANS,
AND RETURKED TO HEROD ; AND WHAT ALEXANDRA DID,
WHEN SHE HEARD THAT ANANRELUS WAS MADE HIGH-PRIEST.

1. Now after Herod was in possession of the kingdom,
Hyrcanus the high-priest, who was then captive among the
Parthians, came to him again, and was set free from his cap-
tivity, in the manner following : Barzapharnes and Pacorus,
the generals of the Parthijans, took Hyrcanus, who was fir¢
made bigh-priest, and afterwards king, and Herod’s brother,
Phasaelus, captives, and were carrying them away into Par-
thia. Phasaelus indeed could not bear the reproach of te-
ing in honds, and thinking that death, with glory, was beter
than any life whatsoesier',lie became his own executioner as
I havie3 lformlfrly I_}glated. b Parth

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia, the ki
Phraates treated {it_n after a very gentle manner, as ,hayi%,‘
already learned of what an illustrious family he was; on
‘which account he set him free from his bonds, and gave 1im
a habitation” at‘Babylon* where there were Jews in geat

* # The city here called Babylon by Josephus, s to he ane wiich
was built byy some of tﬁo';.l:)widmbyupt;??w ?’l‘ﬁ which, long tftes
"old | 50

e utter desolation.of.old Babylon, was comsnanly 50 calied, and 1
Vol. 11, S P
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oombers. These Jews honoured Hyrcanus ax their high-
Fﬁeﬁ and king ; as did all the Jewish nation that.dweilt as
ar a3 Eu : which respect wasvery much to his satis-
&“ﬂ’ .But when l:) ‘was injoi ; .meiod II::d.mcel;::d
ingdom, new bopes came upon' hith, as ving been
himself; still of a kind disposition foward him ; and expect-
ing that Hered would bear. in mind what favour he had re-
ceived from him, and when bhe was upon his trial, and when
he was in.danger. that a' capital sentenice would be - pro-
nounced agsinst him, he delivered him from that danger, and
from all punishment. Accordingly, be talked of that matter
with the Jews that.came often to him with great affection ;
but they.endeavoured to retzin-him a them, and desired
that he would stay with them, putting bim in mind of the
kind offices and bonours they did him, and that those ho-
nours. they paid- him were .not at all.inferior to what they
could pay either to their high-priests or their kings; and
what yas a greater motive to determine him, they'said, was
this, that he_could not have those dignities [in Judea] be-
cause of that n.aim in his bedy, which had been inflicted on
him by Antigonus; and that kings do not use to requite
men for those kindnesses which they received when they
were private persons, the height of their fortune making
usually no small changes in them.
. 3. Now,although they suggested these ents to him
-for his pwn advantage, yet did Hyrcanus still desire to de-
part. Herod also wrote to bim, and persuaded him to desire
of Phraates, and the Jews that were there, that they should
not grudge him the rayal authority, which be should bave
{oiml with bimself, for that now was the .[;)rog:r time for
imself to make him amends for the favours he had received
from him, as baving been brought up by him, and saved by
Bm also, as well as for Hyrcanus to receive it.. . And as he

whote this to Hyrcanus, 50 did he send also Saramallas, his

delired him, in the most obligir:% :

hinirance to his gratitude toward his benefactor. But this,
zea of Herod’s did not flow from that principle, but beca:se
be lad been made governor of that counnz, without having™
anyjust_claim fo it, he was afraid, and that upon reasons.
enough, of a change in his condition, and so made what'
t he could to get Hyrcanug into his power, or indeed to’
puthim ggité out of the way ; which last thing he compassed,
ards.

i Trom Selousia; Just & the latse adjoining ity Bogdat baa:
d:nd is often called B'ythc-mold nmdf‘Bthgylon ol ‘thiay
y S IR

anbassador, to Phraates, and .many presents with him, and
%ﬂ way, that he would be no .

——— e e ————
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, 4 Aceordmﬁ’ , when Hyrcanus, came fuil of assurance,
.I;{ the per issly of the king of Parthia,and at the expense
the Jews, who supplied him with money, Herod received
him witk: all.possible respeot, and.gave him the upper place
at public meetings, and set him above all the rest at feasts,
and thereby deceiver him...- He called bim:his father : and
endeavoured by all the ways pessible, that he might have no
susdplclon of .any treacherous desigo against him. He also
did other things in order to secure his. government, which
yeét occasioned a isedition in bis own family ; for being cau-
tious how he made any illustrious person the high-priest of
God, he sent for an.obscure priest out of Babylon, whose
gz_ami was Ananelus, and bestowed the high-priesthood upon
im.* . .
5. However, Alexandra, the tliszghter of Hyrcanus, and
wife of Alexapder, the son of Aristobulus the king, who bad
also.brought Alexander [two] children, could not bear this
indignity. Now, this son was one of the greatest comeliness,
and was called Aristobulus; and the daughter Mariamne,
was married to Herod, and eminent for her beauty also.
This Alexandia was much disturbed, and took this indignity
offered to her son.exceeding ill, that while he was alive, any
one else should be sent for to have the dignity of the bigh-
](J:riesthood conferred upon him. Accordingly, she wrote to
leopatra, (a musician assisting her, taking care to have her
letters carried,a,lo desire her intercession with Antony, in’
order to gain the high-priestbood for her son. o
6, But as Antony was slow in granting this request, his

friend Delliust came into Judea upon some affairs, and when -
he saw Aristobulus, he stood in admiration at the tallness and
handsomeness of the child, and no less at Mariamne, the
king’s wife, and was open in his commendations of Alexan-
dra, as the mother of most beautiful children : .and when she

"% Here we have an eminent example of Herod's worldly and pro-

_ fane politics, when by the abuse of his unlawful and usurped power, to

make whom he pleased high-priest, in the person.of Ananelus, he oc-
casioned such disturb in his kingdom, and in his own family, as
suffered him to enjoy no lasting peace or tranquillity ever afterwards ;
and such is frequently the effect of profane court-politics about matters
of religion in other ages and nations. 'The Old Testament is full of the
miseries of the people of the Jews, derived from such court-politics, es-
feeinlly in and after the days of Jeroboam, the-son of Nebat, who made

srael to sin; who gave the most Temicloul example of it ; who brought
on the grossest corruption of re aiﬂ'on byit: and the punishment of .
whose family for it was most remarkable.” The case is too well known
to stand in need of particular citation. -

+ Of this wicked Dellius, see the note on the War, B. i. c. xv. sec.

2 vol v.
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" tion hebad, in‘order to deceive the women, and those friends
whom he had taken to consult withal, Alexandra, out of the
at joy she had at this unexpected promise, and out of fear
il;n the suspicions she lay under, fell a weeping ; and made
the following apology for herself, and said, that ““as'to the _
[high] priesthood, she was very much concerned for the dis-
grace her son was under, and so did her utmost endeavours
to procure it for him, but that as to the kingdom, she had
made no attempts, and that if it were offered her [for her
son,] she would not accept it ; and that now she would be
satisfied with her son’s dignity, while he himself held the
civil government, and she had thereby the security that arose
from his peculiar ability in governing, to all the remainder_
of her familly; that she was now overcome by his benefits,
and thankfully accepted of this honour showed by him on her
son, and that she would hereafter be entirely obedient : and
she desired him to excuse her, if the nobility of ber family,
and that freedom of acting which she thought that allowed
her, had made her act too precipitately and imprudently ir.
this matter.”” So when they hamoken thus to one ano-
ther, they came to an agreement, and all suspicions, so far as
appeared, were vanished away.

OCHAPTER IXI.

HOW HEROD, UPON HIS MAKING ARISTOBULUS HIGH-PRIEST,
TOOK CARE THAT HE SHOULD BE MURDERED IN A LITTLF
TIME : AND WHAT APOLOGY HE MADE TO ANTONY ABOUT
ARISTOBULUS : AS ALSO CONCERNING JOSEPH AND MARIAM-
‘NE. :

1. So king Herod immediately took the high-priesthood
away from Ananelus, who, as be said before, was not of his
country, but one of those Jews that had been carried captive
beyond Euphrates ; for there were not a few ten thousands
of his people, that had been carried captives, and dwelt about
Babylonia, whence Ananelus came. He was one of the stock
of the ll.loiﬁh-priests.. and had been of old a particular friend
of Herod: and when he was first made king, he confirmed
that dignity upon him, and now ¥ut him out of it again, in
order to quiet the troubles in his amily, though what he did
was plainly unlawful, for at o other time [of old] was an
one that had once been in that dignity, deprived of it.* It

# When Josephus says here, that this Ananelus, the new high-priest,
was of the stock of the high-priests, and since he had been just tel ing us
that he was a priest of an obscure family or character, c. 1, sec. 4, it is
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was Antiochus Epiphanes who first brake that law, and-de-
prived Jesus, and made his brother Onias high-priest in his
stead. Aristobulus was the second that did so,and took that
dignity from his brother [ Hyrcanus;] and this Herod was th~
third who took that high office away [from Ananelus,] and
gave it to this young man, Aristobulus, in his stead.

2. And now Herod seemed to have healed the division in
his family : yet was he not without suspicion, as is frequently
the case of people seeming to be reconciled to one another,
but thought, that as Alexandra had already made attempts
tending to innovations, so did he fear that she would go on
therein, if she found a fit opgortunity for so doing : so he gave
command, that she should dwell in the palace, and meddle
with no public affairs : her guards alse were so careful, that.
nothing she did in private life, every day, was concealed. All
these hardships put her out of patience by little and little,and
+. she began to hate Herod ; for as she had the pride of a woman
{o the utmost degree, she had great indignation at this suspi-
cious guard that was about her, as desirous rather to undergo
any thing that could befall ber, than to be deprived of her
liberty of speech, and, under.the notion of an honorary guard,
to live in a state of slavery and terror : she therefore sent to
Cleopatra, and made a Ioni complaint of the circumstances
she was in, and entreated her to do her utmost for her as-
sistance, Cleopatra hereupon advised her to take her son
with ber, and come away immediately to her into Egypt.
"This advice pleased her; and she had this contrivance for
getting away : she got two coffins made, as if they were to
carry away two dead bodies, and put herself into one, and
her son into the other, and gave orders to such of ber ser-
. vants, as knew of her intentions, to carry them away in the-

“night time. Now their road was to be thence to the seaside,
and there was a ship ready to carry them into Egypt. Now
Aesop, one of her servants, happened to fall upon Sabbion,
" one of her friends, and spake of this matter to him, as think-
ing he had known of it before. When Sabbion knew this,
(who had formerly been an enemy of Herod, and been es-

notat all probable that he could so soon say that he was of the stock of
thehiil:prim H , Josephus here makes a remarkable observa-
tion, that this Ananelus'was the third that was ever unjustly and wick-
edly turned out of the high-priesthood by the civil power, no king or go-
vernor having ventured to do so, that Josephus knew of, but that hea-
then tyrant and persecutdr Antiochus Epiphanes: that barbarous par-
ricide Arigtobulus, the first that took authority among the Mac-

* cabees; and th‘is t{nm king Herod the GGreat, although afterwards that
fa practice frequent, till the very destruction of Jerusg-

- lem, when the office of high-priest was at an end.
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teemed one of thase that laid snares for, and ga‘ve the poison
to [his father] Antipater,) he expected that this discovery

would change Herod’s hatred into kindness, so be told the.

king of this private stratagem of Alexandra’s: whereupon,
he suffered her fo proceed. to the execution of ber project,
and caught her in the very fact, but still he passed by her
offence ; and though he had a great mind to do it, he durst

not inflict any thing that was severe upon her, for he knew.
that Cleopatra would not bear that he should have her ac-.
cused, on account of her hatred to him, but made a show as.

if it were rather the genierosity of his soul, and his great mo-
deration, that made him forgive them. However, he fully:
proposed to himself to put this young man out of the way by
one means or other : but he thought he might in probability
be better concealed in doing it, if he did it not presently, nor
immediately after what had lately happened.

3. And now, upon the approach of the feast of taberna-
cles, which is a festival very much observed among us, he
let those days pass over, an both he and the'rest of the peo-
ple were therein very merry ; vet did the envy which at this
time arose in him, cause him to make haste to do what he was
about, and provoke him to it ; for when this youth Aristo-
bulus, who was now in the seventeenth year of his age,* went
. up to the altar, according to the law, to offer the sacrifices,
and this with the ornaments of his high-priesthood, and when
he performed the sacred offices he seemed to be exceeding
comely, and taller than men usually wereat that age, and to
exhibit in his countenance a great deal of that high family
he was spryng from, and a warm zeal and affection toward
him appeared among the people ; and the memory of the ac+
tions ot his grandfather Aristobulus, was fresh in their minds;
and their affections got so far the mastery of them, that they
‘could not forbear to show their inclinations to him. They at
once rejoiced, and were confounded, and mingled with good
wishes their joyful acclamations, which they made to iim
till the good-will of the multitude was made too evident,a
they more rashly proclaimed the happiness they bad re<
ceived from his family than was fit under a monarchy to have
done. Upon all this, Herod resolved to com;alete what he had
intended against the young man. When therefore the fes-
tival was over, and he was feasting at Jerichot with Alexan-

- ® This entirely confutes the Talmudist, who pretend that no gne un-
der twenty years of. age should officiate as high-priest among the Jews.
4 A Hebrew chronicle, cited by Reland, says, this doowning was at
Jordan, not at Jericho, and this even when he quotes Josephus. I sus-
pect the transcriber of the Hebrew chroricle mistogk the name, and

. wrote Jordan for Jericho, i :
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dra, who entertained them there, he was then very pleasant
with the young man, and drew him into a lonely place, and
at the same time played with, him in a_juvenile and ludi-
crous manner. Now the nature of that place was hotter than
ordinary : so that they went in a body, and of a sudden, and
in a vein of madness, and as they stood. by the fish ponds, of
which there were larfe ones about the house, they went to
cool themselves {by hathing,] because it was in the midst
of ahotday. At first they were only spectators of Herod’s
servants and acquaintance as they were swimming, but after
a while, the young man, at the instigation of Herod, went
into the water among them, while such of Herod’s acquaint-
ance, as he had appointed to do it, dipped him, as he was
swimming, and plunged him under water, in the dark of the
evening, as if it had been done in sport only, nor did they
desist until he was entirely suffocated ; and thus was Aristo-
bulus murdered, having lived no more in all than eighteen

ears,* and ‘l::gt the high-priesthood one year only : which

igh-priesthood Ananelus now recovered again.

4. When this sad accident was told the women, their joy
was soon changed to lamentation, at the sight of the dead
body that lay before them, and their sorrow was immoderate.
The city also [of Jerusalem,} upon the spreading of this
news, were in very great grief, every fanily looking on the
calamity, as if it had not belonged to another, but that one of
themselves was slain ; but Alexandra was more deeply af-
fected, upon her knowledge that he had been destroyed [on

urpose.] Her sorrow was greater than that of -others, by
Eer knowing how the murder was committed, but she was

_ under a necessity of bearing up under it, out of her Pprospect
of a greater mischief that might otherwise follow ; and she
oftentimes came to an inclination to kill herself with her own
hand, but still she restrained herself, in hopes she might live
long enough to revenge the unjust murder thusprivately com-
mitted ; pay, she farther resolved to endeavour to live longer,
and to give no occasion to think she suspected that her son
. was slain on purpose, and supposed that she might thereby
be in a_capacity of revenging it at a proper opportunity.
‘Thus did she restrain berself, that she might not be noted
for entertaining any such suspicion. However, Herod en-
deavoured that none abroad should believe that the child’s

# The reading of one of Josephus’ Greek MSS. seems here to be
right, that Arietobulus was not eighteen years old when he was drowned,,
for he was not seventeen when ke was made high-prieet, chap. ii. sec.
6. chap. iii. sec. 3, and he continued in that but ane yer, a3 in
the place before us.




death was caused by any design of his ; and for this
ke did not only use the ordiary sigus of sorrow, bm
Zears, also, and exhibited a real confusion of soul : and per-
haps his affections were overcome on this whng:uen be
saw the child’s countenance so young, and so tiful,
although his death were supposed to tend to his own security ;
so far at least this grief served as to make some apology for
hiim ; and as for his funeral, that be took care be very
magnificent, by making great preparation for a sepulchre to
Yay his body in, and providing a great q.u:?.ntnty of spices, and
buryin%many ornaments together with him, till the very wo-
men, who were in such deep sorrow, were astonished at it,

and received in this way some consolation, Ce
5. However, no such things could overcome Alexandra’s
grief ; but the remembrance of this miserable case made her
sorrow both deep and obstinate. Accordingly, she wrote an
account of this treacherous scene to Cleo}i;tra and how her
son'was murdered ; but Cleopatra, as she had formerly been
desirous to give her what satisfaction she could, com-
miserating Alexandra’s misfortunes, made the case her own,
and would not let Antony be quiet, but excited him to punish
the child’s murder; for that it was an unwarthy thing that
Herod, who had been by bim made king of a kingdom that
no way belonged to him, should be guilty of such horrid
crimes, against those that were of the royal blood in reahty.
Antony was persuaded by these arguments; and when be
came to Laodicea, he sent and commanded Herod to come
and make his defence, as to what he had done to Aristobu-
lus, for that such a treacherous design was not well done, if
he had any hand in it. Herod was pow in fear, both of the
accusation, and of Cleopatra’s ill-will to him, which was
such, that she was ever endeavouring to make Antony hate
him. He therefore determined to obey his summons, for he
had no possible way to avoid it: s he left his uncle joseph,
procurator for his government, and for the public affairs, and
ave him a private charge, that if Antony should kill him,

e also should kill Mariamne immediately, for that hehada -
tender affection for this his wife, and was afraid of the injury
that should be offered him, if, after his death, she, for her
beauty, should be engaged to some other man : but his inti-
mation was nothing but this at the bottom, that Antony bad
fallen in love with her, when he had formerly heard some-
what of her beauty. S0 when Herod had given Joseph this
- charge,and had indeed no sure hope of escaping with his

lite, he vlvfft away to Ant;my.
ow. 111, 1

'
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6. But as Joseph was administering the public affairs of

‘the kingdom, and for that reason was'very frequently with

Mariamne, both because his business required it, and because

of the res be ought to pay to the queen, he frequently

let himself into discourses about Herod’s kindness, and great
affection toward her ; and when the women, especially Al-

exandra, used to turn his discourses into feminine raillery .

Joseph was so over desirous to demonstrate the king’s in-

inations, that he proceeded so far as to mention the charge
he had received, and thence drew his demonstrations, that
Herod was not able to live without her ; and that if be should
come to any ill end, he could not endure a separation from

‘ber, eve:gger he was dead. Thus spake Joseph. But the
women, as was natural, did not take this to be an instance of
Herod's strong affection for them, but of his severe usage of.
them, that they could not escape destruction, nor a tyranni-
cal death, even when he was dead himself, and this saying
[of Joseph’s) was a foundation for the women’s severe sus-
picions of him afterwards. . -

7. At this time a report went about the city Jerusalem,
among, Herod’s enemies, that Antony bad tortured Herod
and put him to death. 'This report, as is natural,disturbeci
those that were about the palace,but chiefly the women ;
upon which Alexandra endeavoured to persuade Joseph to
go out of the palace, and fly away with them to the ensi
of the Roman legion, which then lay encamped about the
city,-as a guard to the kingdom, under the command of Ju-
lius ; for that by this means, if arg disturbance should hap-
pen about the palace, they should be in a greater security,
as having the Romans favourable to them ; and that besides,
they hoped to obtain the highest authority, if Antony did but
aonce see Mariamnne, by whose means they should recover the
kingdom, and want nothing which was reasonable for them
to bo%z for, because of their royal extraction.

. 8. But as they were in the midst of these deliberations,
letters were brought from Herod about all his affairs, and
proved contrary to the report, and of what they betore ex-

. Eected ; for when he was come to Antony, he soon recovered

is interest with him by the })resents he made him, whiclr he
had brought with him from Jerusalem, and he soon induced
him, upen discoursing with him, to leave off his indignation
at him, 5o that Cleopatra’s persuasions had less force than
the arguments and presents he brought, to régain his friend-
ship: for Antoni.sald,.that “ it'was not EOOd to require an

account of the mg, as to the affairs of his government, for
at this rate he could be no king at all, but that those who had

\
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given him that authority ought to permit him to make use
of it.”” He also said the same thing to Cleopatra, that it
would be best for her not busily to meddle with the acts of
the king’s government. Herod wrote an account of these
things : and “ enlarged upon the other honours which he had
received from Antony : how he sat by him at his hearihg
causes, and took his diet with him every day, and that he en-
Jjoyed those favours from him, notwithstanding the reproaches
that Cleopatra so severely laid against him, who, having a

reat desire of his country, and earnestly entreating Antony

at the kingdom might be given to her, laboured with her
utmost diligence to have him out of the way;.but that he still
found Antony just to him, and had no longer anzeappmben-
sions of hard treatment from him; and that he was soon
upon his return, with a firmer additional assurance of his fa
vour to him, in his reiFning and managing public affairs,
and that there was no longer any hope for Cleopatra’s co-
- vetous temper, since Antony had given her Ccelosyria, in
stead of what she desired, by which means he at once paci
fied her,and got clear of the entreaties which she made him
to have Judea bestowed upon her.”

9. When these letters were brought, the women left off
their attempt for flying to the Romans, which they thought
of while Herod was supposed to be dead ; yet was not that
purpose of theirs a secret ; but when the king had conducted
Antony on his way against the Parthians, he returned to Ju-
dea, when both his sister Salome, and his mother, informed
him of Alexandra’s intentions. Salome also added somewhat
fartheragainst Joseph, though it were no more than a calumny,
that he had often had criminal conversation with Mariamne.
The reason of her saying so was this, that she fora long
time bore her ill-will, for when they had differences with one
another, Mariamne took great freedoms, and reproached the
rest forthe meanness of their birth. But l-ferod,w ose affection
to Mariamne was alwages velz warm, was presently disturbed
at this, and could not bear the torments of jealousy, but was
still restrained from doinﬁ any rash thing to her, by the love
he hag for her ; yet did this vehement aflection and jealousy
together make him ask Mariamne by herself about this mat-
ter of Joseph : but she denied it upon her oath, and said all

that an innocent woman could ibly say in her own de-
fence, so that, by little and little, the 'king was prevailed
upon to drop the syspicion, and left off his at her ; and
being overcome with his passion for bis wife, he made an
apology to her for having seemed to believe what he had
he; about her, and returned her a great many acknowledg-
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ments of her modest behaviour, and professed the extraordi-
nary affection and kindness he had for her, till at last, as is
usual between lovers, they both fell into tears, and embraced
one another with a most tender affection. But as the king
gave more and more assurances of his belief of her fidelity,
~ and endeavoured to draw her o a little confidence in him,
Mariamne said, * Yet was not that command thou gavest,
that if any harm came to thee from Antony, I who had been
no occasior of it, should perish with thee, a sign of thy leve
to me.” When these words were fallen from her, the ki
" was shocked at them, and presently let her go out of his
arms, and cried out, and tore his hair with his own hands,
and said, that * now he had an evident demonstration that
Joseph had had criminal conversation with his wife, for that
lie would never have uttered what he had told him alone by
himself, unless there had been such a great familiarity and
firm confidence between them.” And while he was in this
passion, he had like to have killed bis wife : but being still
overbome by his love to her, he restrained this his passion,
though not without a lasting grief and disquietness of mind.
However, he gave order to slay Joseph, without permitti
~ him to come into his sight : and as for Alexandra, he boun
her, and kept her in custody, as the cause of all this mischief.

———
CHAPTHR IV.

HOW CLEOPATRA, WHEN SHE HAD GOTTEN FROM ANTONY SOME
PARTS OF JUDEA AND ARABIA, CAME INTO JUDEA ; AND HOW
HEROD GAVE HER MANY PRESENTS, AND CONDUCTED HER ON
HER WAY BACK TO.EGYPT.

1. Now at this time the affairs of Syria were in confusion,
by Cleopatra’s canstant persuasions to Antony to make an
attempt on every body’s dominions ; for she persuaded him
 to take those domipions away from their several princes, and

. Destow them upon her ; and she had a migbtg influence upon
him, by reason of his being enslaved to her by his affections.

She was also by nature very covetous, ant stuck at no wick-
edness. She had already poisoned her brother, because she
knew that he was to be king of Egyg:, and this when he was

" but fifteen years old ; and she got her sister Arsmoe to be
slain, by the means of Antony, when she was a sapplicant at
Diana’s temple at Ephesus ; for if there were but any hopes
of getting money, she would violate both temples and sepid-
{ plac«;i that was esteemed the

chres.  Nor was there any hol;
most violable, from which she would not fetch the oma.
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aments it had in it ; nor any place so profane, but was to suf-
fer the most ﬂngxti'ous tr::yunent possible from her, if it could
but contribute somewhat to the covetous humour of this
'wicked creature : yet did not all this suffice so extravagant
a woman, who was a slave to her lusts, but she still imagined
that she wanted every thing she‘eoulci think of, and did her
utmost to gain it; for which reason she burried Antony on
perpetually to deprive others of their dominions, and give
them to her. And as she went over Syria with him, she con-
trived to get it into her possession ; so he slew Lysanias, the
son of Ptolemy, accusing him of his bringing the Parthians
‘upon those countries. She also petitioned Antony to give
her Judea and Arabia; and in order thereto, desired him to
take these countries away from their present governors. As
for Antony, he was so entirely overcome by this woman, that
‘one would not think that her conversation only could do it,
but that he was some way or other bewitched to do whatso-
ever she would have him ; yet did the grossest parts of her
injustice make him so ashamed, that he would not always
hearken to her, to do those flagrant enormities she would
have persuaded him to. That therefore he might not to-
tally deny: her, nor by doing every thing that she enjoined
him, appear openly to. be an ill man, he took some parts of
each of those countries _away from their former governors,
and gave them to her. Thus he gave her the cities that were

. within the river Eleutherus, as far as Egypt, excepting Tyre
and Sidon, which he knew to have been free cities from their -
ancestors, although she pressed him very often to bestow
those on her also.

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and had ac-
comganied Antony in this expedition to Armenia, as far as
Eupbrates, she returned back, and came to Apamia and Da-
mascus, and passed on to Judea, where Herod met her, and
farmed of her her parts of Arabia,and those revenues that
came to her from the region about Jericho. This count
bears that balsam, which is the most precious drug that is
there, and grows there alone. The place bears also palm-
trees, both many in number, and those excellentin their kind.
‘When she was there, and was very often with Herod, she en-
deavoured to have criminal conversation with the king : nor
did she affect secrecy in the indulgence of such sort of plea-
sures ; and perhaps she had in some measurea passion of love
1o him, or rather, what is most probable, she laid a treache-
Tous snare for him ; by aiming to obtain such adulterous
cor‘x;'e'rsaltlilon from him : lg;vever, upon the whole, she seemed -

ol. : .
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overcome with love to hin. Now, Herod had agreat while
botne no -will to Cmatra, as knowing that she was a
weman i to all ; attbattimehetboughthe?ar-
ticularly worthy of his hatred, if this attempt proceeded out
of lust: he had also thought of preventing her intrigues by
putting bex;_ ‘gregeath, if slt;ch g’e;e her endea‘:o:nr(sl. 'lile%w-
ever, he rei to comply with her proposals, called a
ifgrt(ixem, “ Whether he
should not kill her, now he bad her in his power ? for that
he should thereby deliver all those from a multitude of evils
to whom she was already become irksome, and was expected
to be still so for the time to come ; and that this Ve? thing;
would be much for the advantage of Antony himself, since
she would certainly not be faithful to him, in case any such
season, of necessity, should come upon lrim, as that he should
stand in need of her fidelity.” But when he thought to fol-
low this advice, his friends would not let him ; and told him
that *“ in the first place, it was not right to attempt sogreat a
thing, and run himself thereby into the utmost danger: and
theg laid hard at him,and be%edof him to undertake nothi
rashly, for that Antony would never bear it, no not tbouﬁe
any one should evidently lay before his eyes that it would
for his own advantage ; and that the appearance of depriving
him of her conversation by this violent and treacherous me-
thod, would probably set his affections more on a lame than
before. Nor did it appear that he could offer-any thing of”
tolerable weight in his defence, this attempt being against
such a woman as was of the highest dignity of any of her sex
at that time in the world : and as to any advantage to be ex-
pected from such an undertaking, if any such could be sup-
posed in this case, it would appear to deserve condemnation,
on account of the insolence he must take upon him in doing:
it. Which considerations made it very plain, that in so do-
" ing, he would find hisgovernment filled with mischiefs, both
great and lasting, both to himself and his posterity, whereas
1t was still in_his power to reject that wickedness she would
persuade him to, and to come off honourably at the same
time.”” So by thus affrighting Herod, and representing to
him the hazard he must, in a mbabilig}, run by this un-
dertaking, they restrained him from it. be treated Cle-
opatra kindly, and made her presents,and conducted her on
her way to ligypt. - T
8. But Antony subdued Armema, and sent Artabazus, the
son of Tigranes, in bonds, with his children, and procurators
to Egypt, and made a present of them, and of all the myai
ornaments which he had taken out of that kingdom, to Cleo-

.
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patra. And Artaziss, the eldestofhis sons, who had esea
u’mdﬁnﬁm'tbe kingdom of Armenia ; who yet ﬁ
'?“mu Th ot b 10 hngdot:’ but this

i is you rother, t ki : but thé
happened a good m afterwards.

4. But then as to the tributes which Herod was to pay
Cl for that country which Antony had given her, he
acted fairly with her, as e‘ming it not safe for him to afford
any cause far Cleopatra to hate him. As for the king of Ara-
bia, whose tribute Herod had undertaken to pay to her, for
some time indeed he paid him as much as came to two hun-
dred talents, but he afterwards became very niggardly, and
slow in his payments, and could bardly be b t to pay

some parts of'it, and was not willing to pay even with-
sut some deductions.
Sn————
OHEAPTHR V.

HOW HEROD MADE WAR WITH THE KING OF ARABIA, ARD AF-
TER THEY HAD FOUGHT MANY BATTLES, AT LENGTH CON-
QUERED HIN, AND WAS CHOSEN BY THE ARABS TO BE GO-
VERNOR OF THAT NATION : AS ALSO CONCERNING A GREAT

. EARTHQUAKE.

1. Herevron, Herod held himself ready to inst the
king of Arabia, because of his ing'mtitud(:ay to %:oi:faa'nd be-
cause, after all, he would do nothing that was Just to him,
although Herod made the Roman war an occasion of delay-
ing his own, forthe battle of Actium was now expécted, which
fell into the hundred eighty and seventh Olympiad, where
Caesar and Antony were to fight for the supreme power of the
world ; but Herod, having enjoyed a country that was very
[ruitful, and that now for a long time ; and having received
great taxes, and raised great armies therewith, glot together
a body of men, and carefully fumished them with all neces-
saries, and designed them as auxiliaries for Antony : but An-
tony said, he had no want of his assistance; but he com-
manded him to punish the king of Arabia ; for he had heard
both from him, and from Cleopatra, how perfidious he was ;
for this was what Cleopatra desired, who thought it for her
own advantage that these two kings should do one another as
ﬂeat mischief as possible. Upon this message from Antony,

erod returned back, but kept his army with him, in order
to invade Arabia immediately. Sowhen his army of horse-
men and footmen was ready, he marched to Diospolis,
whither the Arabians came also to meet them, for they were
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not unapprized of this war that was mmn? upon tifem ; and:
after a great battle had been fought, the Jews had the vic-
tory : but afterwards there were gotten toiether another nu-
merous army of the Arabians, at Cana, which are places of
Ceelosyria. ~ Herod was informed of this beforehand ; so he
came marching against him with the greatest part of the for-
ces he had; when he was come near to Cana, he re-
solved to encamp bimself, and he cast up a bulwark, that he
might take a proper season for attacking the enemy; but ashe
was giving those orders, the multitude of the Jews cried oqt,

that he should make no delay, but lead them against the; -

Arabians. They went witkdg'reat spirit, as_believing they
were in ve,:?' ‘ﬁod order, and those esg:cially, were so that
had been i former battle, and had

had not permitted their enemies so much as tp come to a
close fight with them. And when they were so tumultuous,

and showed such great alacrity, the king resolved to make -
use of that zeal the multitude then exhibited ; and when he

had assured them he would not be behindhand with them in
courage, he led them on, and stood before them all in his ar-
- mour, all the regiments following him in their several ranks
whereupon a consternation fell upon the Arabians : for when
they perceived that the Jews were not be conquered, and
were full of spirit, the greater part of them: ran away, and
-avoided ﬁfhtlng, and they had been quite destroyed had not
Athenion fallen upon the Jews, and distressed them, for this
man was Cleopatra’s general over the soldiers she had there,
and was atenmity with Herod, and very wistfullﬁlooked on
to see what the event of the battle would be.- He had also
resolved, that in case the Arabians did any thing that was
brave and successful, he would lie still, but that in case they
were beaten, as it really h.}pgened, he would attack the Jews
with those forces he bad of his own, and with those that the
country had gotten toEetber for him; so he fell upon the
Jews unexpectedly, when they were fatigued, and thought
they had already vanquished the enemy, and made a great
slaughter of them ; for as the Jews bad spent their courage
upon their known enemies, and were about to enjoy them-
selves inquietness after their victory, they were easily beaten
by those that attacked them afresh, and in particular re-

ceived a great loss inplaceswhere the horses could not be of |,

service, and which were very stony, and where those that
attacked them were better acquainted with the places than
themselves. And when the Jews had suffered this loss, the
Arabians raised their spirits after their defeat, and returni
back again, slew those that were already put to flight : an

en conquerors, and -
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indeed afl sorts of slaughter were now frequent, and of thoee
that escaped a few only returoed into the camp. So king
Herod, when he despaired of the battle, rode up to them to
bring them assistance, yet did he not come time enough to
do them any service, though be laboured hard to do it, bat
the Jewish camp was taken, so that the Arabians had unex-
pectedly a most glorious success, having gained that mm
which of themselves they were no way likely to have gained,
and slaying a great part of the enemies’ army; whence after-
wards Herod could only act like a private robber, and make
excursions upon many parts of Arabia, and distress them by

incursions, while be encamped among the mountains,
and avoided by any means to come to a pitched battle, yet
did he greatly harass the enemy by his assiduity, and the
hard labour he took inthis matter. He also took great care
of his own forces, and used all the means he could to restore
his affairs to their old state.

2. At this time it was that the fight happened at Actium,
between Octavius Caesar and Antony, in the seventh year
of the reign of Herod ;* and then it was aleo there was an
earthquake in Judea, and such a one as had not happeved -

at any other time, and which earthquake bmxgl&tla great de-

struction upon the cattle in that country. t ten thou-
sand men also perished by the fall of houses; but the army
which lodged in the field, received no by this

accident. When the Arabiams were inf of this, and
when those that hated the Jews, and pleased themselves with
aggravatinf the reports, told them of it, they raised their
sprrits, as if their enemg’s country was quite overthrown, and
e men were utterly destroyed, and thought there now re-
mained nothing that could oppose them. Accordingly, the
took the Jewish ambassadors,who came to them, after all
this had happened, to make peace with them, and slew them,
and came with great alacrity agamst their army; but the
Jews durst not withstand them, and were so cast down by the
calamities they were under, that they took no care of their
affairs, but gave up themselves to despair, for they had ne
- hope that they should be uwpon a level with them again in
battles, nor in any assistance. elsewhere, while their af
fairs at home were in such great distress also. When mat-

® The reader is bere to take notice, that this seventh year of the
poign of Herod, and all the nther years of the reign, in Josephus, are
dated frem the death of Antigouus, or at the soonest from the conquest
of Antigonus, and the taking of Jerusalem a few months before, and
never from his fivst obtainiug the kingdom at Rome abave three years
Yefbre, a3 soe have very weakly and injudiciecsly dome.
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ters were in this condition, the king persuaded the comman-

ders by his words, and tried to raise their spirits, which were
~ quite sunk ; and first he endeavoured to encourage and em-
bolden some of the better sort beforehand, and then ven-

" tured to make a speech to the multitude, which he had be-
fore avoided to do, lest he should find them uneasy thereat,
because of the misfortunes which had happened; so he
}nla]de a consolatory speech to the multitude, in the manner
ollowing :- )
3. ¢« %u are not unacquainted, my fellow-soldiers, that we
have had not longosince many accidents that have put a stop
to what we are about, and it i1s probable that even those that
are most distinguished above others for their courage, can
hardly keep up their spirits in such circumstances, but since
we cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that hath happened is
of such a nature but it may by yourselves be recovered into
a good state, and this by one brave action only, well per-

formed, I have pro to myself both to give you some

encouragement, and, at the same time, some information,
both which parts of my design will tend to this point, that
you may still continue in your own proper fortitude. fwill
then, in the first place, demonstrate to you, that this war isa,
just one on our side, and that on this account it is a war of .
necessity,and occasioned by the injustice of our adversaries
for if you be once satisfied of this, it will be a real cause ol
alacrity to you;; after which, 1 will farther demonstrate, that
the misfortunes we are under, are of no great consequence,
and that we have tbeﬁgmateot reason to hope for victory. I
shall begin with the first, and_appeal to yourselves as wit-
nesses to what I shall say. You are not ignorant certainly
of the wickedness of the Arabians, which is to that degree az
to appear incredible to all other men, and to include some--
what that shows the grossest barbarity and ignorance of God..
The chief things wherein they have affronted us, have arisen
from covetousness and envy, and they have attacked us in
an insidious manner,and on the sudden. And what occa-
sion is there for me to mention many instances of such their
procedure? When they were in danger of losing their own
government of themselves, and of being slaves to Cleopatra,
what others were they that freed them from that fear ? for
it was the friendship that I had with Anfony, and the kind
disposition he was in toward us, that bath been the occa-
sion that even these Arabians have not been utterly undone,
Antony being unwilling to undertake any thinﬁewhlch might
be suspected by us of unkindness : but when he had a mind
to bestow some parts of each of our dominions on Cleopa-
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tra, I also managed that matter so, that by giving him
sents of my own, I might obtain a securit; to both natm
while I undertook myself to answer for the money, and gave
. him two hundred talents,and became surety for those two
hundred more which were imposed ug:n the land that was
subject to this tribute : and this they have defrauded us of,
although it was not reasonable that Jews should pay tribute
to any man living, or allow part of their land to be taxable;
but although that was to be, yet oughtwe not to pay tribute
for these Arabians, whom we have ourselves preserved ; nor
is it fit that they, who have professed, and that with great
integrity and sense of our kindness, that it is by our means
that they keep their principality, should injure us, and de-
prive us of what is our due, and this while we have been
still not their enemies but their friends. And whereas ob-
servation of covenants takes place among the bitterest ene-
_ tnies, but among friends, is a solutenlz necessary, that is not
observed among these men, who think gain to be the best of
all things, let it be by any means whatsoever, and that injus-
tice is no harm, if they may but get money by it: is it, there-
fore, a question with you, whether the unjust are to be
. punished or not ? when God himself hath declared his mind
that so it ought to be, and hath commanded that we ever
-should ‘hate juries and injustice, which is not only just but
necessary in wars between several nations; for these Ara-
‘bians have dene what both the Greeks and barbarians own
10 be an instance of the grossest wickedness, with regard
10 our ambassadors which they have beheaded, while the
Greeks declare that such ambassadors are sacred and invio-
fable.* And for ourselves, we have learned from God the
‘most excellent of our doctrines, and the most holy part of
our law, by angels, or ambassadors ; for this name brings
God to the knowledge of mankind, and is sufficient to re-
concile enemies one to another. What wickedness then can
be greater than the slaughter of ambassadors, who come to
treat about doing what is right ? and when such have been
their actions, how is it possible they can either live securely
in common life, or be successful in war ? In my opinion this
is impossible : but perhaps some will say, that what is holy, -
and what is righteous, is indeed on our side, but that the
Arabians are either more courageous, or imore numerous than
ywe are. Now as to this, in the first place, it is not fit for us

* Herod says here, that as ambassadors were sacred when they car-
xied messages to others, so did the laws of the Jews derive a sacred au-
thority by being delivered from God by angels {or divine ambassadors]
which is St. Paul’s expression about the same laws, Gal. ii. 19. Heb. ii. 2.
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to say 50 ; for with.whom is what .is righteous, with them ig
God leall nowwhere God i, there 15 both multitude and
courage. But toexamine our ewn circumstances a little, we

"were conquerors in the first battle ; and when we fought

in, they were not able to oppose us, but tan away, and
md notezndm our attacks, or eur courage ; but when we
had conguered them, then came Athenion, and made war
against us without declaring it : and pray, is this an instance
of their manhood? or is it not a second instance of their
wickedness and treaoher‘ykz Why are we, therefore, of less
courage, on account of that which ought to inspire us with
stronger s? And why are we terrified at -these, who,
when they fight upon the level, are continually beaten, and
when they seem to be conquerars, they ﬁ:m it by wicked-

one should

be men of real courage, will not he be excited by that very
consideration to do his utmest against them ? for true valour
is not shown by fighting against weak Eersons, but in being
able to overcome the most hardy. But then, if the dis-
tresses we are ourselves under,and the miseries that have

.come by the earthquake, hath affrighted any one, let bim

counsider, in the first place, that this very thing will deceive
the Arabians, by their supposal that what hath befallen us is
greater than it really is. Moreover, it is not right that the
same thing that emboldens thein should discourage us ; for

these men, you see, do not derive their alacrity from any ~
advyantageous virtue of their own, but from their hope, as to-

us, that we are quite cast down by our misfortunes : but when
we boldly march against them, we shall soon pull down their
insolent conceit of themselves, and shall gain this by attack-

ing them, that they will not be so insolent when we come to -

the battle, for our distresses are not sogreat, nor iswhat hath
happened an -indication of the anger of God against us, as
some imagine, for such things are accidental, and adversities
that come in the usual course of things : and if we allow that
this was dene by the will of Gad, we must allow that it is
now over by his will also, and that he is satisfied with what
hath already happened, for had he been willing to afflict us
still more thereby,he had -not .changed his mind so soon.
And as for the war we are engaged in,he hath himself de-
monstrated, that he is willing it should go on, and that he

knows it to be a just war ; for while some of the people in

the country have perished, all you who were in arms have
suffered nothing, but are all preserved alive ; whereby God
makes it plain to us, that if you had universally, with your
children and wives, been in the army, it had come to pass

\

deem them to
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that you had not undergone any thing that woald bave much
hurt you. Cousider these things ; and what is more than all
the rest, that you have God at all times for your protector:
and prosecute these men with a just bravery, who, in point
of friendship, are unjust, in their battles perfidious, toward
ambassadors impious, and always inferior to you in valour.”
" 4. When the Jews heard this speech, they were much
raised in their minds, and more disposed to fight than before.
So Herod, when he had offered the sacrifices appointed by
the law,* made haste, and took them, and led them against the
Arabians : and, in order 1o that, passed over Jordan, and
itched his camp pear to that of the enemy. He also thought
gt to seize upon a certain castle that lay in the midst of them,
as hoping it would be for his advantage, and would the sooner
* produce a battle, and that if there were occasion for delay,
should by it have his camp fortified : and as the Arabians
had the same intentions upon that place, a contest arose about
it; at first they were but skirmishes, after which there came
more soldiers, and it proved a sort of fight, and some fell on
both sides, till those of the Arabian side were beaten, and re-
treated. This was no small encouragement to the Jews im-
mediately.; and when Herod observed that the enemies’
army were disposed to anzothing rather than to come to an
enﬁagemnt,m ventured boldly to attempt the bulwark it-
self, and to pull it to pieces, and. so 1o get nearer to their
camp, in order to fight them ; for when they were forced out
of their trenches, they went out in disorder, and had not the
Jeast alacrity, or hope of victory ; yet did they fight hand
to hand, because they were more in number than the Jews,
and because they were in such a disposition of war that they
were under a necessity of cominF on beldly : so they came
to a terrible battle, while not a few fell oneach side. How-
ever, at length the Arabians fled ; and so great a slaughter
was made upon their being routed, that they were not only

# This piece of religion, the supplicating God with sacrifices, by He
yod, beforephe went to this fight with the Arabians, taken notice :¥ also
in the first book of the War, c. xix. sec. 5. vol. v. is worth remarking,
because it is the only example of this nature, so far as I remember, that
Josephus ever mentions in all his large aud particular accountsof this
Herod : and itznf;wh‘gg he had been in l:lngyhtydismns,mddiscq&r;
agedbya t of his former , and by a very great earthqu
in.lu&mm' of affliction mnkmg.'m;y men monniz;'m jious; nor was'
ke disappointed of his hopes here, but immodiwelé'g:imd amostsignal |
wictory over the Arabians, while they who just before had been so great
wvictors, and so much elevated upon the earthquake in Judea, as to ven-
ture to slay the Jewish ambassador, were now under a strange conster-
nation ,mﬁ[hndythluoﬁ(htulﬂ. : ¢
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killed by their enemies, but became the authors of theirowa
death also, and were trodden down by the multitude, and the
great current of people in disorder, and were destroyed by
their own armour ; <o five thousand men lay dead upon the
spot, while the rest of the multitude soon ran within the bul-
wark [for safety,] but had no firm hope of safety, by reason
of their want of necessaries, and especially of water. The
Jews pursued them ; but could not get in with them, but sat
round about the bulwark,’and watched any assistance that
would get in to them, and prevented any there that had a
mind to it, from running away.

5. When the Arabians were in these circumstances, they
sentambassadors to Hérod, in the first place, to propose terms
of accommodation, and after that to offgr him, so pressing was
their thirst upon them, to undergo whatsoever he pleased, if
he would free them from their present distress: but he would
admiit of no ambassadors, of no price of redemption, nor of
any other moderate terms whatever, being very desirous to
reverﬁe those unjust actions which they had been guilty of
toward his nation. So they were necessitated by other mo-
tives, and particularly by their thirst, to come out, and de-
liver themselves up to him, to be carried away captives; and
in five days’ time, the number of four thousand were taken
prisoners, while all the rest resolved to make a sally upon
their enemies, and to fight it out with them, choosing rather
if s0 it must be, to die therein, than to perish gradually and
ingloriously. When they had taken this resolution, they
came out of their trenches, but could no way sustain the fight,
being too much disabled both in mind and body, and having
not room to exert themselves, and thought it an advantage to
be killed, and a misery to survive ; so at the first onset there
fell about seven thousand of them, after which stroke they
let all the coul:fe thef had put on before, fall, and stood
amazed at Herod’s warlike spirit under his own calamities :
so, for the future, they yielded, and made him ruler of their
nation ; whereupon he was greatly elevated at so seasonable .
a success, and returned home, taking great authority upon
m, on dawount of 0 bold and glorious an expedition as be

made. '

N
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. OHAPTER VI.

HOW HEROD SLEW HYRCANUS, ARKD THEN HASTED AWAY TO
CESAR, OBTAINED THE KINGDOM FROM HIM ALSO; AKD
HOW A LITTLE WHILE AFTERWARDS, HE ENTERTAINED
C&SAR IN A MOST HONOURABLE MANNER.

1. Herop’s other affairs were now very prosperous, and
he was not to be easily assaulted on any side. Yet did there
come upon him a danger that would hazard his entire do-
minions, after Antony had been beaten at the battle of Ac-
tium by Cesar {Octavius ;] for at that time, both Herod’s
-enemies and friends despaired of his affairs, for it was not
probable that he would remain without punishment, who had
showed so much friend:.l:(if for Antony. So it happened, that
his friends despaired, had no hopes of his escape : but
for his enemies, they all outwardly apreared to be troubled
at his case, but were privately very glad of it, as hopilF to
obtain a change for the better. As for Herod himself, he
saw that there was no one of royal d?nity left but Hyrca-
nus, and therefore he thought it would be for his adv
not to suffer him to be an obstacle in his way any longer ; for
-that in case he himself survived, and escaped the danger he
was in, he thought it the safest way to put it out of the power .
of such aman to make any attempt against him at such junc-
tures of affairs, as was more worthy of the kingdom than him-
self: and in case he should be slain by Ceesar, his envy

rompted him to desire to slay him that would otherwise be
ing after him.

2. While Herod had these things in his mind, there was a
certain occasion afforded him ; for Hyrcanus was of so mild
a temper both then and at other times, that the desired not
to meddle with public affairs nor to concern himself with
innovations, but left all to fortune, and contented himsel{
with what that afforded him ; but Alexandra [his daughter]
was a lover of strife, and was exceeding desirous of a change
of the government, and spake to her father not to bear for-
ever Herod’s injufious treatment of their family, but to an-
ticipate their future hopes, as he safely might ; and desived
him to write ahout those matters to Malchus, who was then

overnor of Arabia, to receive therh, and to secure them | from

erod,] for that if they went away, and Herod’s affairs 8rovcd
_to be ag it was likely they would be, by reason of Ceesar’s
enmity to him, they should then be the only persons that
<ould take the government, and this both on account of the
“royal family they were of, and on account of thifwd dispo-
silions of the multitude to them, While she used these per-
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suasions, Hyrcanus put off her suit; but as she showed that
she was a woman, and a contentious woman too, and would
not desist either night or day, but would always be speaking
to him about those matters, and about Herod’s treacherous
designs, she at last prevailed with him to intrust Dositheus,

one of his friends, witha letter, wherein his resolution was.

declared ; and he desired the Arabian governor to send to
him some horsemen, who should receive him, and conduct

him to the lake Asphaltites, which is from the bounds of Je- |

rusalem three hundred furlongs ; and he did, therefore, trust

Dosithens with this letter, because he was a careful attend-

ant on him, and on Alexandra, and had no small occasions to

bear ill-will to Herod ; for he was F kinsman of one Joseph, .

whom he had slain, and a brother of those that were formerly
slain at Tyre, by Antony ; yet could not these motives in-
duce Dositheus to serve Hyrcanus in this affair, for prefer-
ring the hopes he had from the present king to those he bad
from him;, he gave Herod the letter. So he teok his kind-
ness in good part, and bid him besides do what he had al-
ready done, that is, go on in serving him, by rolling up the
epistle, and sealing it again, and delivering it to Malchus,
and then to bring back his letter in answer o it, for it would
be much better if he could kiiow Malchus’ intentions also.
And ‘when Dositheus was very ready to serve him in this
point also, the Arabian governor returned back for answer,
that be would receive Hyrcanus, and all that should come
with him, and even all the Jews that were of his party : that
he would moreover send forces sufficient to secure them in
their journey, and that he should be in no want of any thing
he should desire. Now as soon as Herod had received this
letter, he. immediately sent for Hyrcanus, and questioned
him about the league he had made with Malchus: and when
he denied it, he showed his letter to the sanhedrim, and put
the man to death immediately. .

3, And this account we give the reader, as it is contained
in the commentaries of kibE Herod : but other historians do
not a with them, for they suppose that Herod did not

. find, but rather made this an occasion for thus putting him
to death, and that by treacherously laying a snare for him :
for thus do they write : that Herod and he were once at a2
treat, and that Herod had given no occasion to suspect [thet
he was displeased at him,] but put this question to Hyrca-
nus, Whether he had received any letters from Malchus?
and when he answered, that he had received letters, but
those of salutation only ; and when he asked farther, whe-
ther ke had not received any presents from bim ? amfwhgn
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e replied, that he had received no more than four horses
%o ride on, which Malchus had sent him ; and they ﬁntend
that Herod charged these upon him as the crimes of bribery
and treason, and gave order that he should be led away and :
- slain. And in order to demonstrate that he had been guil
of no ,. when he was thus brought to his end, they al-
leged how mild his temper had been, and that even in his
youth he bad never given any demonstration of boldness or
rashness, and that the case was the same when he came to
be king, but that he even then committed the management
- of the greatest part of public affairs to Antipater: and He-
vod’s government was in a secure state. He also came over
Euphrates, and left those who greatly honoured him be;ond
that river, though he were to be entirely under Herod’s go-
vernment, and that it was a most incredible thing that he
should enterprise any thing bg way of innovation, and not at
all agreeable to his temper, but that this was a plot of He-
- rod’s own contrivance
4. And this was the fate of Hyrcanus ; and thus did he end
his life, afler he had endured various and manifold turns of
fortune in his life-time ; for he was made high-priest of the
Jewish nation in the beginning of his mother Alexandra’s
reign, who held the government nine. gears ; and when, after
his mother’s death, he took the kingdom himself, and held
it three months, he lost it by means of his brother Aristobu-
lus. He wasthen restored by Pompey, and received all sorts
of honour from him, and enjoyed them forty years ; but when
he was again deprived by Antigonus, and was maimed in the
body, he was made a captive by the Parthians, and thence
returned home again after some time, on account of the hopes
that Herod had given hiin; none of which came to pass ac-
cording to his expectation, but he still conflicted with many
wmisfortunes through the whole course of his life ; and what
was the heaviest calamity of all, as we have related already,
he came to an end wbicgwas undeserved by him. His cha-
racter appeared to be that of a man of a mild and moderate
disposition, and suffered the administration of affairs to be.
generally done by others :mder him. He was averse to much
meddling with the public, nor had shrewdness enough togo-
vern a kingdom : and both Antipater and Herod came to
their greatness by reason of his mildness, and at last he met .
_with such an end from them as was not agreeablé either to
Justice or piety. S
5. wa’glerod, a3 soon as he had put Hyrcanus out of the
way, made haste to Cesar ; and because he could not have
.ar»}{ 'rbopelsl(if kindness froxngx* him on account of the friendship
oL



. 939 ANTIQUITIES .

be had for Antony, he had a suspicion of Alexandra, lest she
should take this opportunity to bring the multitude to revolt,
and introduce a sedition into the affairs of the kingdom ; so he
committed the care of every thing to his brother Pheroras,
and placed his mother Cypros, and bis sister [Salome, ] and
the whole family at Massada, and gave him a charge, that
if he should bear any sad news about him, he should take
care of the governnent : but as to Mariamne, his wife, be-
cause of the misunderstanding between her and his sister,
and his sister’s mother, which made it impossible for them to
live together, he placed ber at Alexandrium, with Alexandra
her mother, and left his treasurer Josevgh, and Sohemus of
Iturea, to take care of that fortress. bese two had been
very faithful to him from the beginnin%, and were now left
as a guard to the women. They also had it in charge, that
if tbeg should bear any mischief had befallenh‘lim, they
should kill them both, and, as far as they were ahle, to pre-
serve the kingdom for his sons, and for his brother Pheroras.
6. When he had given them this charge, he made haste to
Rhbodes, to meet Cesar ; and when he had sailed to that city,
be took off his diadem, but remitted nothing else of his usu
dignity : and when, upon bis meeting bim, he desired that
.he would let him speak to. him, be therein exhibited a much
more noble specimen of a great soul, for he did not betake
himself to supplications, as men usuaily do upon such occa-
sions, por offer him any petition, as if he were an offender,
but after an undaunted manner, give an account of what he
had done ; for he %ke thus to Ceasar, that ‘‘ be had ‘the
atest friendship for Antony, and did every thing he could
t be might attain the government : that he was not indeed
in the army with him, because the Arabians bad diverted him,
put that be bad sent him both money and corn, which was
but too little in comparison of what he ought to have done
for him ; for, if a man owns himself to be another’s frieng;
and knows him to be a benefactor, he is obliged to haza
every thing, to use every faculty of his soul, every membep '
of his body, and all the wealth he hath, for him, in which
confess I have been too deficient. However, I am conscious
to myseif, that so far I have done right, that I have not des
serted him upon his defeat at Actium : nor upon tbe evident
change of his fortune, have I transferred my hopes from him
to another, but have preserved myself, thou%?] pot as a valu-
able fellow soldier, yet certainly as a faithful counsellor to
Antony, when I demonstrated ta him, that the onxoway that
he had to save himself, and not to lose all his authority was
to slay Cleopatra ; for when she was once dead, there would
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be room for him to retain his authority, and rather to bring
thee to make a composition with him, than to continue at
enmity any longer. None of which advices would be at
tend fo, but preferred his own rash resolutions before thenr,
which have happened unprofitably for him, but profitably for
thee. Now, therefore, in case thou determinest about me.
and my alacrity in serving Antony, according to thy anger
at him, I own there is no room for me to deny what I have
done, nor will | be ashamed to own, and taat publicly too,
that I bad a greatkindness for him : but if thou wilt put him
out of the case, and only examine how I behave myself to
my benefactors in general, and what a sort of friend 1-am,
thou wilt find by experience that we shall do and be the same
to thyself, for it is but changing the names, and the firmness
of friendship that we shall bear to thee, will not be disap-
proved of by thee.”

7. By this speech, and by his behaviour, which showed
Czsar the frankness of his mind, he greatly gained upon him,
who was himself of a generous and magnificent temper, in-
. somuch that those very actions, which were the foundation
of the accusation against bim,dprocured him Cesar’s good-
will.  Accerdingly, he restored him his diadem again ; and
encouraged him to exhibit himself as great a friend to him-
self as he had been to Antony, and then had him in great es-
teem. Moreoves, he added this, that guintus Didius bad
written to him, that Herod had very readily assisted him in
the affair of the gladiators. So when be had obtained suck
a kind reception, and had, beyond all his hopes, procured his
crown to be more entirely and firmly settled upon him thap
ever, by Cesar’s donation, as well as by that decree of the:
Romans, which Casar took care to procure for his greater
security, he conducted Ceesar on his way to Egyngt, and made
presents even beyond his abili?, to both him and his friehds,
and in general behaved himself with great magnanimity. He
also desired that Casar would net put to deathone Alexan -
der, who had beena comganion of Antony’s; but Casar had
sworn to put him to death, and so he could not obtain that his

tition. And now he returned to Judea again with greater

ur and assurance than ever, and affrighted those that had
expectations to the contrary, as still acquiring from his very
rs greater splendour than before, by the favour of God

to him. So be prepared for the reception of Camsar, as he
was going out of Syria to invade Egypt ; and when he came,
bhe eatertained him at Ptolemais with all roya) magnificence.
He also bestowed presents on the army, and brought them
Provisions in . He also proved to be one of Ce-
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CHAPTER VII.

HOW HEROD SLEW SOHEMUS, AND MARIAMNE, AND AFTER-

WARDS ALEXANDRA, AND COSTOBARUS, AND HIS MOST INTI-

MATE FRIENDS, AND AT LAST THE SONS OF BABA ALSO.

1. HowevEer, when he came into his kinﬁlom again, be.

found his house all in disorder. and s wife Mariamne, and

her.mother Alexandra, very uneasy ; for, as they supposed,

what was easy to be supposed, that they were not put into
that fortress [Alexandrium] for the security of their persons,
but as into a garrison for their imprisonment, and that they
had no tmwer over any thing, either of others or of their own
affairs, they were very uneasy ; and Mariamne, supposing
that the king’s love to her was but hypocritical, an rather

pretended, as advantageous to himself, than real, she looked .

~ on it as fallacious. She also was very much grieved that he
would hot allow her any hopes of surviving him, if be should
come to any harm himself. She also recollected what com-
mands he had for-merl{‘ given to Joseph, insomuch that she
endeavoured to please her keepers, and especially Schemus,
as well apprized how all was in his power. Ami7 at the first,
Sohemus was faithful to Herod, and neglected none of the
things he had given him in charge ; but when the wamen,
by kind words, and liberal presents, had gained his affec.
tions aver to them, he was by degrees overcome, and at -leﬁ
discovered to them all the king’s injunctions, and this on-

.
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scrount principally, that he did not so much as “he
would come back with the same authority he had before, so
that he thought he should both escape any danger from him,
and supposed that he did hereby much gratify the women,
who were likely not to be overlooked in the settling of che
government ; nay, that they would be able to make him
. abundant recompense, since they must either teign them-
selves, or be very near to him that should reign. He had a
farther ground of hope also, that though Herod should bave
all the success he could wish for, and should retum again,
be*could not contradict his wife in what she desired, for he
knew that the king’s fondness for his wife was inexpressible. .
These were the motives that drew Sohemus to discover what
injunctions had been given him. So Mariamne wasgreatly
displeased to hear, that there was no end of the dangers she
was under from Herod, and was greatl uneag at it,and
wished that be might obtain no favours ffrom esar,] and
esteemed it almost an insupportable task to live with bim
any longer : and this she afterwards openly declared, with-
out concealing her resentment. o
2. And now Herod sailed bome with joy, at the unex-
pected good success he had had ; and went first of all, as
. 'was proper, to this his wife, and told her, and her only, the
E news, and preferring her before the rest, on account of
is fondness for_her, and the intimacy there had been be-
iween them, and saluted her ; but it so happened, that as he
told her of the good success he had had, she was so far from
rejoicing at it, that she rather was sorry for it : nor was she
able to conceal her resentments, but, depending on her dig-
nity, and the nobility of ber birth, in return for his saluta-
tions, she gave a groan, and declared evidently that she ra-
ther grieved than rejoiced at his success, and this till Herod
was disturbed at her, as affording him not only marks of her
suspicion, but evident signs of her dissatisfaction. This much
troubled him, to see that this surprising hatred of his wife
to him was not coneealed, but open ; and be took this soill,
and yet was so unable to bear it, on account of the fondness
he had for her, that he could net continue long in any one .
mind, but sometimes was ang;r at her, and sometimes recon-
ciled himself for her, but by always changing one passion for
another, he was still in great uncertainty ; and thus was he
entangled between hatred ard love, and was frequently dis-
osed to inflict punishment on her for her insolence toward
1im. but being deeply in love with her in his soul, he was not
able to get quit of this woman. In short, as he would glad-
ly bave her punished, so was he afraid, lest, ere he weze
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aware, he should, by putting her to death, bring a heavier
punishment upon himself at the same time.

. 3. When Herod’s sister and mother perceived that he was
in this temper with regard to Mariamne, they thought they
had now got an excellent opportunity to exercise their hatred
against her, and provoked Herod ‘to wrath, by telling him
such long stories and calumnies about her, as might at once
excite his hatred and his jealousy. Now, thougb he willingly
enough heard their words, yet had not he courage enough to
do any thing to her, as if he believed them, but still he be-
came worse and worse disposed to her, and these ill passions
were more and more inflamed_on both sides, while she did
not hide her disposition toward him, and he turned his love
to her into wrath against her. But when he was just going
to put this matter past all remedy, he heard the pews, that
Cesar was the victor in the war, and that Antony and Cleo-
patra were both dead, and that he bad conquered E%y%tg,
whereuon he made haste to go to meet Caesar, and left t
affairs of bis family in their present state. However, Mari-
amne recommended Sohemus to him, as he was setting out on
his journey, and professed that she owed him thanks for the
care he had taken of her, and asked of the king for him a
place in the government ; upon which an honourable empl;‘)y-
ment was bestowed upon him accordingly. Now when He-
rod was come into Egypt, be was introduced to Cesar with
great freedom, as already a friend of his, and received very
great favours from him ; for he made him a present of those
our hundred Galatians who had been Cleopatra’s guards,
and restored that country to him again, which, by her means,
had been taken away from him. He also added to his king-
dom, Gadara, Hippos, and Samaria ; and, besides those, the
maritime cities, Gaza, and Anthedon, and Joppa, and Stra-
to’s Tower. . .

4. Upon these new acquisitions, he Erew more magnificent,
and conducted Ceesar as far as Antioch : but upon his return,
as much as his prosperity was augmented by the foreign ad-
ditions that 'hadp been made him, so much the greater were
the distresses that came upon him in his own family, and
chiefly in the affair of his wife, wherein be formerly api:ared
to have been most of all fortunate ; for the affection he had
for Mariamne was no way inferior to the affections of such
as are on that account celebrated in history, and this very
justly. As for her, she was in other respects a chaste wo-
‘=nan, and faithful to bim, yet bad she somewhat of a woman
loq.g‘) bL:tum, and treated her husband imperiously
enough, because she saw he was so fond of her as to be en-
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slaved toher. She did not also ¢comider reasomably with
herself, that she lived under 2 monarchy, and that she was
at another’s disposal, and accordingly would behave herself
after a saucy manner to him, which yet he usually put off in
a jesting way, and bore with moderation and temper.
She would also expose his mother and his sister openly, on
account of the meanness of their birth, and would speak un-
. kindly of them, insomuch that there was before this a disa-
reement and unpardonable hatred among the women, and
it was now come to greater reproaches of one another than
formerly, which suspicions increased, and lasted a whole
ear after Herod returned from Cesar. However, these mis-
ortunes. which had been kept under some decency for a
great while, burst out all at once upon such an occasion a8
was now offered ; for as the king was one day, about noon,
lain down on his bed to rest him, he called for Mariamne,
out of the great affection he had always for her. She came
in accordinglg, but would not lie down by him : and when
he was very desirous of her company, she showed her con-
tempt of bim ; and added by way of reproach, that he had
caused her father and her brother to be slain.* And when
he took this injury very unkindly, and was ready to use ¥io-
lence to her ina precipitate manner, the king’s sister Salome,
observing that he was more than ordinarily disturbed, sent
in to the ki% his cup-bearer, who had been f)repaned long
beforehand for such a design, and bid him tell the king how
Mariamne had persuaded him to give his assistance in pre-
paring a love-potion for him. And if he appeared to be
greatly concertied, and to ask what that love-potion was ? to
~ tell him that he had the potion, and that he was desired onl
togive ithim : butthatin case he did not appear to be mu
concerped at this potion, to let the thing drop, and that if he
did so, no harm should thereby come to him. When she had
given him these instructions, she sent him in at this time to
make such a speech. So he went in, after a composed man-
ner, to gain credit to what be should say, and yet somewhat
hastily, and said, that * Mariamne had given him presents,
and persuaded him to give him a love-potion.” And when
this moved the king, he said, that * this love-potion was a

*# Wheseas Mariamne is here represented as hing Herod with
the murder of her father {Alexander,] as well as ber brother [Aristobu~
3us,] while it was her grandfather Hyrcanus, and not her father Alex-
ander, whom he caused to be slain, (as Josephus himself informs us,c.
vi. sec. 2,) we must either take Zonora’s ing, which is here grandfa-
ther rightly, er eise we nust, as before, c. i. sec. 1. allow & slip-of Joss-
phug’ pen or memory in the place before us. . . .
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composition that she had given him, whose effects he did-
not know, which was the reason of his resolving to give him
this information, as the safest course he could take, both for
himself and for the king.,” When Herod heard what he
said, and was in an ill disposition before, his indignation
grew more violent ; and he ordered that eunuch of Mariam-
ne’s, who was most faithfal to her, to be breught to torture
about this potion, as well knowing it was not possible that
any thing small or great could be done without him. And
when the man was under the utmost agonies, he could say
nothing concerning the thing he was tortured about, but so
far be knew that Mariamne’s hatred against him was occa-
sioned by somewhat that Sohemus had said to her. Now,
as he was saying this, Herod cried out aloud, and said, that
“ Sohemus, who had been at all other times most faithful to
him, and to his government, would not have betrayed what
injunctions he had given him, unless-he had had a nearer
conversation than ordinal('{ with Mariamne.” So be gave .
order that Sohemus should be seized on, and slain immedi-
ately ; but he allowed his wife to take her trial : and got
together those that were most faithful to him, and laid an
elaborate accusation against her for this love-potion and com-
ition, which had been charged upon her by way of ca-
umny only. However, he kept no temper in what he said,
and was in too great a passion for judging well about this
matter. Accordingly; when the court was at length satisfied
that he was so resolved, they passed the sentence of death
upon her ; but when the sentence was passed upon her, this
temper was suggested by himself, and by some others of the

- court, that she should not be thus hastily put to death, but

be laid in grison in one of the fortresses belo: to the
kingdem : but Salome and her party laboured hard to have
the woman put to death ; and they prevailed with the king

. 1o do s0, and advised this out of caution, lest the multitude

should be tumultuous, if she wereuffered to live : and thus
was Mariamne led to execution. . .
5. When Alexandra observed how things went, and that

 there were small hopes that she herself should escape the

Jike treatment from Herod, she changed her behaviour to
quite the reverse of what might have been expected from
her former boldness ; and this after a very indecent manner ;
for out of her desire to show how entirely ignorant she was
of the crimes laid against Mariamne, she leaped out of her
place, and reproached her daugbter, in the hearing of all the
people ; and cried out, that * she had been an il woman,
and ungrateful to her husband, and that her punishment came
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'3 her, for such her insolent behaviour, for that she
i depmperretumtolﬁmwbobadbeentluireom-
2o tos ypocritial mamaer, s bad pesh o ulsgeoes
is itical manner, 80 ou
as to tear her hair, this indecentand diaemblig behaviour,
2% e spestatam, 2s 1 wat iactpally by the
o ors, as it was princi the poor woman
who wa?::siﬂer; for at thepﬁnt she gave her not a word,
nor was discomposed at ber peevishness, and only looked at
her, yet did she out of a greatness of soul discover her con-
cem for her mother’s offence, and especially for her expo-
sin? berself in a manner so unbecoming her ; but as for her-
self, she went to her death with an en of
mind, and without changing the colour of her face, and
therei:y evidently discovered the nobility of her descent to
the spectators, even in the last moments of her life,
. 6. And thus died Mariampe ; a woman of an excellent cha-
racter, both forchastity, and greatness of soul; but she wanted
woderation, and had too much of contention in_her nature,
yet had she all that can be said in the beauty of her body,
and her majestic appearance in conversation® and thence
arose the greatest part of the occasions why she did not prove
90 agreeable to the king, nor live so pleasantly with him, as
she might otherwise have done ; for while she was most in-
dulgently used b{atbe king, out of his fondness for her, and
did not expect that he could do any bard thing to her, she
took too unbounded a liberty. Moreover that which most
afflicted her was, what he had done to her relations, and she
ventured to speak of all they had suffered by him, and at last
tly provoked both the King’s mother and sister, till they
.became enemies to her; and even he himself also did the
same, on whom alone she depended for her expectations of
escaping the last of punishments. . :
7. But when she was onoe dead, the king’s affections for her
were kindled ina more outrageous manner thanbefore, whose
old passion for her we have already described ; for his love
to ber was not of 2 calm nature, nor such as we usually meet
with among other husbands, for at its commencemént it was -
of the enthasiastic kind, nor was it by their long cohabitation
and free conversation together, brought under his power to
manage ; but at this time his love to Mariampe seemed to
seize him in such a peculiar manner, as looked like divine
venﬁeance upon him, for the taking away her life, for be
would frequently call for her, and frequently lament for her
in amost indecent manner. Moreover, he bethought him of
ev:fryl tbllln'g he could n;::)ke use of to divert his mind from
(o . .
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thinking of her, and'oontrived feasts and assemblies, for that
E‘em’ bat -would suffice ; he therefore Jaid aside
admin publio affuirs, and was se far conguered
hio passion, thet he wowld order his servants to call for
riamne, as if she were still alive, and could still hear them.
And when he was in this way, there azose a pestilential dis—
ease, and carried off the greatest part of the multitude, and
of bist::Qt ﬁ most esteemetli) fm:';dts, and lzado l:;ll lln::n sas-
et that this distemper was brou, them by the anger:
gts God, fer the injustice that had bg:ndono to Mariam! ngne-.
This ci nce affected the king still more, till at length he
forced himself to go inte desert rlaees, and there, under
tence ef going a hunting, bitterly affticted himself ; yet Ead
he not borne isgrief re maoy days before he fell into 2
most dangerous distemnper himself : he had an inflammation

upan him, and a pain in the hinder part of his head, joined .

with madness ; and for the remedies that were used, they
did him no good at all, but proved contrary to his case, and’
so at length ht him to despair. All the physicians also
that were ut him, partly use the icines they
brought for very could netat all conquer the disease,
and partly use his diet could be no other than what his
disease inclined him to, desired him to eat whatever he had
a mind to, and eo left the small hopes they had of his recov-
ery in the Jgower of that diet, and committed bim to fortune.
And thus did his distemper go on, while he was at Samaria,
now called Sebaste. :

3. Now Alexandra abode at this time at Jeruszlem, and
being informed what condition Herod was in, she eav-
oured to get possession of the fortified places that were about
the city, which were two, the ore belonging to the city itself,
the other belonging to the temple; and those thatcould get

~ them into their had the whele nation under their power,
for without the command of them it was not possible to offer.
" their sacrifices ; and to.th!dt of leaving off those sacrifices,
is to every Jew plainly impossible, who are still more rea
to lose their lives than to leave off that divine worship whic
they have beenwont to 'Layunto God! Alerandra, therefore,
discoursed with these that had the keeping of these strong:
holds, that it was proper for them to deliver the same to her,
and to Herod’s sons, lest upon his death, any other person
should: seize upon thegovernment ; and that upon his recov-
ery, none eoulgl;{eep m more safely for him than those of
hiz own family. These words were not by them atall taken
in good part ; and as they had been in former times faithful
Sto Herod,] they resolved to continue so now more than ever,

1
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. both because they hated Alexandra, and because they thought
it asortof impiety to despair of Herod's recovery while
-was yet alive, for they had been his old friends ;. and one of
them, whose name was Achiabus, was his cousin-german.
Thaey sept messengers, therefore, tqacquaint him with Alex-
andn‘:.éugn ; 80 he made no lo?q elay, but gave orders
to bave her slain ; yet was it still with dlﬁculty, and after
»Ehdauglured at pain, that he got clear of his distemper.
was atill sore icted both in mind and body,and'made
vVery wmeasy, readier than ever upon all occasions to ine

§ :Eﬁ!hment upon those that fell under his hand. He
‘ lew the most intimate of his friends, Costobarus and
Lysimachus, and Gadias, who was also called Antipater ;
as also Dositheus, and that upon the following occasion.

;% Costobarus was an Idumean by birth, and one of prin-
cipal 'dignity among them, and one whose ancestors had
been priests to the Koze, whom the Idumeans had [fotmerly]
esteemed as a god ; but after Hyrcanus had made a change

in their political government, and made them receive

* Jewish customs and law, Herod made Costobarus gevernor
of Idumea and Gaza, and gave him his sister Salome to wife ;
and this was upon his slaughter of [bis uncle] Joseph, who
that government before, as we have related already.
hen Costobarus had gotten to be so highly advanced, it
pleased him, and was more than he hoped for, and he was
more and more puffed ui:uy his good success, and in a lit-
tle while he exceeded all bounds,and did not think fit to obey
what Herod, as their ruler, commanded him, or that the Idu-
means should make use of the Jewish customs, ot be subject
to them. He therefore sent to Cleopatra, and informed her
that the Idumeans had always been under his progenitors,
and that for the same reason it was but just that she should
desire that country for him of Antosy or that he was ready
to transfer his friendship to her : and this he did, not because
he was better pleased to be under Cleopatra’s government,
but because he thought that, upon the diminution of Herod’s
power, it would not be difficult for him to obtain himself the
entire govemment over the Idumeans, and somewhat more "
also ; for he raised his hopes still higher, as having no small
retences, both by his birth, and by these riches, which he
Kﬁd ten by his constant attention to filthy lucre ; and ac-
O it was not a small matter that he aimed at. 8o
P bis country of Antony, but failed of ber
purpoasy An account of this was brought to Herod, who
was thereupon ready to kill Costobarus, yet upon the en-

treaties of his sister and mother he forgave him, and vouch
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safed to pardon him entirely, though he still had a suspicion
of him agerwards for this his attempt. pe
10. But some time afterwards, when Salome happened to
gna.rrel with Costobarus, she sent him a bill of divorce, and
issolved her marriage with him, t this was not ac-
cording to the Jewish laws, for with us it is lawful for a hus-
band to do so, but a wife, if she departs from her husband,
cannot of herself be married to another, unless her former
husband put her away.* However, Salome chose to follow
not the law of her country, but the Taw of her authori ,and
so renounced ber wedlock ; and told her brother Herod, that
she left her husband out of i)ergood will to him, because she
perceived that he, with Antipater, and Lysimachus, and Do-
sitheus, were raising a sedition against him : as an evidence
whereof, she alleged the case of the sons of Babas, that they
had been by him preserved alive already for the interval of
twelve years ; which proved to be true.” But when Herod
thus uneerctedly heard of it, he was greatly surprised at it,
and was the more surprised, because the relation appeared
incredible to him. As for the fact relating to these sons of
Babas, Herod had formerly taken great pains to bring them
to punishment, as being enemies to his government, but they
were now forgotten by him, on account of the length of time
. [since he had ordered them to be slain.] Now, the cause
‘of his ill-will and hatred to them arose hence, that while An-
" tigonus was king, Herod, with his army, besieged the city
of Jerusalem, where the distress and miseries endured were
s0 pressing, that the greater number of them invited Herod
into the city, and already placed their hopes on him. Now,

# Here isa plain example of a Jewish lady giving a bill of divorce to
her husband, though in the days of Jasephus it was not by the Jews es-
teemred lawful for a woman sa to do. See the like among the Parthians,
Antig. B. zviii. c. ix. sec. 6. However, the Christian law, when itallowed
divorce for adyltery, Matt. v. 32, allowed the mnocom.mfe to dlvon:e
her guilty husband, as well as the innocent husband to divoree his guilty
wife, as we learn from the shepherd Hermas, Mand. B. iv. and from the
second apotogy of Justin Martyr, where a lpeuecutwn was brought upon
the Christians upon such a divorce ; and I think the Roman laws %:

the

mitted 1t at the time, as well as the laws of Christianity. Now this

" bas, who was one of the race of the Asmoneans or Maccabees, as
latter end of this section informs us, is related by the Jews, as Dr. Hud-
son here remarks, to have been so eminently religious in the Jewish
way, that, except the day following the 10th of Tisri, the great day of
atopement, when he seoms to have supposed all his sins entirely forgiv-
en, he used every day of the whole yearto offer sacrifice for his sinsof
ignorance, or such as he supposed he had been guilty of, but did net
Eﬁmﬂy remember. See somewhat like itof A the Great, Aatiq.
B. xix, ¢, iii. sed. 3. vol, iii. and Jeb i. 4; 5,



' OF THE JEWS. ass
e sons of Babas were of great dignity, had power
among the multitude,and were &iml toaﬁ:tigonus, and
were always raising calumnies against Herod, and encour-
aged the l;:lzople to preserve the government to that royal
family which beld it by inheritance. So those men acted
thus politically, and, as they thought, for their own advan-
tage ; but when the city was taken, and Herod had gotten
thegovernment into his hands, and Costobarus was appointed
to hinder men from passing out at the , and_to guard
the city, that those citizens that were guilty, and of the party
opposite to the king, might not get out of it, Costobarus be-
ing sensible that the sons of Babas were had in resg:ct and
honour by the whole multitude,and supposing that their pre-
servation might be of great advantage to him in the changes
of government afterwards, he set them by, themselves, and
concealed them in his own farms ; and when the tbiog was
suspected, be assured Herod upon eath that he really knew
mothing of that matter, and so overcame the suspicions that
lay upon him ; nay, after that, when the king_had publicly
proposed a reward for the discovery, and had put in prac-
tice all sorts of methods for searching out this matter, he
would not confess it, but being persuaded, that when he had
- at first denied it,if the men were found, he should not es--
cape unpunished, he was forced to keep them secret, not
only out of his good-will to them, but out of a necessary re-
to his own preservationalso : but whep the king knew
the thinEebg his sister’s information, he sent men to the places'
where ad the intimation they were concealed, and of-
dered both them, and those that were accused as guilty with
them, to be slain, ingomuch that there were now none at all
left of the kindred of Hyrcanus, and the kin%d:';n was en-
tirely in Herod’s own power, and there was no remain-
ing of such dignity as to put a stop to what be did agaimt
the Jewish laws,
o ]
. CHAPTER VIIX.
HOW TEN MEN OF TWE CITIZENS [oF JERUSALEM] MADE A

CONSPIRACY AGAINST HEROD, FOR THE POREIGN PRACTICES

HE HAD INTRODUCED, WHICH WAS A TRANSGRESSION OF

THR LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY, CONCERNING THE BUILD-

ING OF SEBASTE AND CASAREA, AND OTHER EDIFICES OF

HEROD.

1. On this account it was that Herod revolted from the
laws of his country, and corrupted their ancient constitu- .
th&’}Dy{iﬁe inuoductiog&f foreign practices, which consti-

ol. III.
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than a dissolution of those customs for which they had so
great a.veneration. It appeared also no better than an in-
stance of barefaced impiety, to throw men to wild beasts, for
the affording delight to the spectators ; and it appeared an
instance of no less mple‘tzotg their own laws, for such
foreign exercises : but, above all the rest, the trophies gave
most distaste to the Jews, for as they imagined them to be
images, included within ti)e armour that hung round about
. them, they were sorely displeased at them, because it was not
the custom of their country to pay honours to such images.
2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the disturbance they
were under ; and as he thought it unseasonable to use vio-
lence with them, so he spake to some of them by way of con-
solation, and in order to iree them from that superstitious
fear they were under; yet could not he satisfy them, but
they cried out with one accord, out of their great uneasiness
at the offences th?' thought he had been guilty of, that al-
though they should think of bearing all the rest, yet would
they never bear images of men in their city, meaning the
trophies, because this was disagreeable to the laws of their
country. Now when Herod saw them in such a disorder,
and that they would not easily change their resolution, un-
less they received satisfaction in this point, he called to him
the most eminent men among them, and brought them upon
the theatre, and showed them the trophies, and asked them,
what sort of .things they took these trophies tobe? And
-when they cried out, that they were the images of men, he
gave orders that they should be siripped of these outward
ornaments which were about them, and showed them the
naked pieces of wood ; which pieces of wood, now without ,
. any ornament, became matter of great sport and laughter to
them, because they had before always had the ornaments of
images themselves in derision. -
3. When therefore Herod had thus got clear of the mul-
titude, and had dissipated the vehemency of passion under
‘ which they had been, the greatest part of the people were
disposed to change their conduct, and not to be displeased
at him any longer ; but still some of them continued in their
_ displeasure against him, for his introduction of new customs,
see here, looked on by the sober Jews as heathenish sports, and tenqing
to corrupt the manners of the Jewish nation, and to bring them into
love wi ish idolatry, and ish conduct of life, but to the dis-
solution of the law of Moses, and accordingly were greatly and justly
condemned by them, a4 appears here and every where else in Josephus.
Nor is the case of our modem masquerades, operas, and the like
pomps and vanices o this wicked world, of any beuet tendeney uader
ristianity. '
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and esteemed the violation of the laws of their country as
likely to be the origin of .very great mischiefs. to them, so
that they deemed it an instance of piety, rather to hazard
themselves [to be pat to death] than to seem as if they took
no notice of Herod, who, upon the change he had made in
their government, introduced such customs, and that in a
violent manner, which they bad never been used to before
as indeed in pretence a king, but in reality one that showed
himself an enemy to their whole nation ; on which account
ten men, that were citizens [of Jerusalem,} conspired toge-
.ther against him, and sware to ove another to undergo any
dangers in the attempt, and took rs with them, under
their garments, [for the purpose of killing Herod.] Now
there was a certain blind man among those conspirators, who
had thus swom to one another, on account of the indigna-
tion he had against what he heard to bave been done : he
was not indeed able to afford the rest any assistance in the
undertakinggebut was ready tp undergo any suffering with
them, if so be they should come to any harm, insomuch, that
h:k became a very great encourager of the rest of the under-
takers. : .
" 4. When thegebad taken this resolution, and that by com-
mon consent, they went into the theatre, boping that, in the
- first f)lace, H himself could not escape 'l!gem, as they
should fall upon hier so urexpectedly ; and supposing, how-
ever, that if they missed him, they should kill a great many
of those that were about bim : and this resolation they took,
though they should die for it, in order to suggest to the king
what injuries he had done to/the multitude. These conspi-
rators, therefore, standing jhus prepared beforehand, went
about their design with giat alacrity ; but there was one of
those spies of Herod’s, tha/ were appeinted for such 3
to fish out and inform hin of asry conspiracies that should be
made against him, who found out the whole affair, and told
the king of it, as he wis about to go into the theatre. So
when he reflected on the hatred which he knew the greatest
part of the people bore him, and on the disturbances that
arose upon every occasion, be thought this plot against him
‘not to be im rexalZab}g. Accordingly, be retired into his pa-
lace, and d those that were accused of this conspirac
before him by their several names ; and as upon the guar
falliog upon them, they were caught 1 the very fact, and
knew they could not escape, they prepared themselves for
their ends with all the decency they could, and so as not at
all to recede from their resolute behaviour, for they showed
no shame for what they were about, nor denied it, but when



they were seized, they showed their daggers, and professed,
that * the cons imczatheyhad swom to wasaho}yanda
pious action ; that what they intended to do was not for gain,
or out of any indulgence to their passions, but rinciizll for
those common customs of their country, which all the Jews
were obliged to observe, or to die for them.” This was what
these men said, out of their undaunted courage in this con-
spiracy. So they were led away to egecution by the king’s
guards that st about them, and patiently underwent all
the torments inflicted on them till they died. Nor was it

)ong before that spy, who had discovered them, was seized

on by some of the people, out of the hatred they bore to

him, and was not only slain bgetbem, but pulled te pieces,
limb from limb, and given to the dogs. This execution was
seen by many of the citizens, yet would not one of them dis-
cover the doers of it, till upon Herod’s making a strict scru

tiny after them, by bitter and severe tortures, certain wo-
men that were tortured confessed what they bad seen done :
the authors of which fact were so terribly punished by the
kinE, that their entire families were destro%’ed, for this their
rash attempt ; yet did not the obstinacy of the people, and
that undaunted constancy they showed in the defence of their
laws, make Herod any easier to them, but he still strength-
ened himself after a more secure manner, and resolved to
encompass the multitude every way, lest such innovations
should end in an open rebellion.

. 5. Since, therefore, he had now the city fortified by the
palace in which he lived, and by the temple, which bad a
strong fortress by it, called Antonia, and was rebuilt by him-

self, he contrived to make Samaria a fortress for himself also

against all the people, and called it Sebaste, supposing that
this place would be a strong hold against the country, not in-

ferior to the former. So he fortified that place, which was a

day’s journey distant from Jerusalem, and which would be

useful to him in common, to keep both the country and the
city in awe. He also built anothet fortress for the Whole na-
tion: it was of old called Strato’s Tower, but was by him
named Casarea. Moreover, he chose out some select borse-
men, and placed themin the ix:at plain, and built [for them]

a place in Galilee, called Gaba, with Hesebonitis, in Perea.

And these were the places which he particularly built, while

he was always inventing somewhat lgrther for his own secu-

rity, and encompassing the whole nation with guards, that
they might by no means get from under his power, nor fall
into tumu::iwhich they did continually upon any small com-
motion : that if they did make any commotions he might
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Qroughts, and for that reason the ground was basvred, add did
wot bring forth thé same quantity of fruits that it used to pro:
duce; and after this barrenmess of the soil, that.change of
food which the want of coern occa 5 fnduecd distempers
in the bedies of men, and a pestile disease prevailed,
one misery following upon the back of another ; and these
circumstances, that were destitute ?oth of methods of
cure, and of f‘ood, made the pestilentia} distemper, which
began after a violent manner, the more lasting. 'l‘he de-
struction of men also, after such a manner;deprived those -
that survivedof all their courage, because they bad no way to
inde remedies sufficient for the disuesses‘hey were in.
hen therefore the fruitsof that year were spoiled, and what-
soever they bad laid up beforehand was spent, there was no
foundation of hope for relief remaining, but the mkery, con-
trary to what they expected, still increased upoh.them ; and
this not only in that year, while thezahad nomg’ for them-
selves left [at the end of it,] but what seed they had sown
perished also, by reason of the ground not yielding its fruits
1n the second year.* This distress they were in made them
also out of necessity to eat many things that did not use tobe
“eaten: nor was the king himself free from this distress any
more than other men, as being deprived of that tribute he
used to have from the fruits of the ground, and having al-
ready expended what money he had in his liberality to
whose cities he had built ; nor had he any le that were
worthy of his assistance, since this miserable state of things
had procured him the hatred of his subjects, for it is a cons
stant rule, that misfortunes are still laid to the account of those
that govern.
his writing to whom, he still derives all such j from the angex
of Godn;ul:‘ixt beca‘:;:he knew m;n of the G.):dugnm thought they ::":ght
naturally come in certain periods, he complies with them in the follow-
ing seatence. See the note on the War. B. 1. c. xxxviii. sec. 2. val. v.

* This famine for two years that affected Judea and Syria, the 13th
and 14th years of Herod, which are the 23d and 24th years before the
Christian era, seems to_have been moee terrible during this time than
was that in the daysof Jacob, Gea. xli. xlii. And what makes the com-
Euison the more remarkable is this, that now, as well as then, the re-

of they had was from Egypt, also, then’ from Joseph the governor of
Egypt, under Pharaoh king of Egypt, and now from Petronius the pre-
fect of Egypt, under Augustus the Roman empzror. See almost the
like case, Amiq. B. xx. c. ii. sec. 6. vok iv. It is also well worth our
observation here, that these two years were a Sabbatic year, and a year
of Jubilee, for which Providence, during the theocracy, used to pro-
vide a triple crop beforehand, but became now, when the Jews had for-
feited that blesting, the greatest years of famine to them ever since the
days of Abab. 1 Kings xvii. xviil. : .
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2. In these circumstances he considered with himself how
to &rowreaomeseasgnab!e help ; but this was a hard thing
to be done, while their peighbours had no food to sell them,
and their money also was gone, had it been possible to pur-
chase a little food at 2 great price. However, he thought it
his best way, by all means, not to leave off his endeavours to
assist his people ; 80 he cut off the rich furniture that was in
his palace, both of silver and gold, insomuch that he did not

the finest vessels he had, or those that were made with
most elaborate skill of the artificers, but sent the money
to Petronius, who had been made prefect of t by Cee-
sar : and as not a few had already fled to him under their ne-
cessities, and as he was partic a fnend to Herod, and
desirous to have his subjects preserved, he gave leave to
them, in the first place, to export corn, and assisted them,
every way, both in purchasing and exporting the same, so
that he was the principal, if not the only person, who afford-
ed them what help they had. And Herod taking care the
ple should understand that this help came from himself,
did thereby not only remove from him the ill opinion of these
"that formerly hated him, but gave them the greatest demon-
tration possible of his good will to them, and care of them ;
or, in the first place, as for those who were able to provide
their own food, he distributed to them their portion of com
in the exactest manner, but for those many that were not able,
gither by reason of their old age, or any other infirmity, to
provide food for themselves, he made this provision for them,
that the bakers should make their bread ready for them. He
also took care that they might not be hurt by the dangers of
winter, since they were ingreat want of clothing also, by rea-
son ef the utter destruction and consumption of their sheep
and goats, till they bad no wool to make use of, nor any thi
else to cover themselves withal. And when be had procurﬂg
these things for his own subjects, he went farther, in order to
. provide necessaries for their neighbours, and gave seed to
the Syrians, which thing turned greatly to his own advantage
also, this charitable assistance being afforded most seasona-
bl‘y to their fruitful soil, so that every one had now a plen-
tiful provision of food. Upon the whole, when the harvest
of the Jand was appmachins, he sent no fewer than fifty
thousand men, whom he had sustained, into the country ;
by which means he both repaired the afflicted condition o
his own kingdom with great generosity and diligence, and
lightened the afflictions of his neighbours, who were under
the same calamities, for there was nobody who had been in
Wwant, that was left destitute of a suitable assistance by him:
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way, farther, there were neither any people, nor any cities,
mor any private men, who were to make provisions for mul-
titudes, and on that account were in want of support, and
+had recourse to him, but received what they stood in need
of, insomuch, that it appeared upon a computation, that the
number of cori of wheat, of ten attick medimni a-piece, that
were given to foreigners, amounted to ten thousand, gud the °
number that was given in his own kingdom was about four
'score thousand. Now it happened, that this care of his, and
this seasonable benefaction, had such influence on the fews,
and was so cried up among other nations, as to wipe off that
old hatred which his violation of some of their customs, dur-
ing his reign, had procured him among the nation, and that
this liberality of his assistance in this their great necessity,
was full satistaction for all that he had done of that «nature,
as it also procured him Freat fame among foreigners : and
it looked as if these calamities that afflicted his land to 4
degree plainly incredible, came in order to raise his glory,
anﬁ.r:o be to his great advantage, for the greatness of his li-
berality in these distresses, which he now demonstrated be-
yond all expectation, did so change the disposition of the
multitude toward bim, that they were ready to suppose he
had been from the beginning not such a one as tbey had
found him to be by experience, but such a one as the care
he had taken of them in supplying their necessities, proved
“him now to he. :
3. About this time it was that he sent five hundred chosen
men out of the guards of his body, as auxiliaries to Cesar
whom ZAlius Gallius* led to the Red Sea, and who were of
at service to him there. When therefore his affairs were
thus improeved, and were again in a flourishing condition, he
built himself a palace in the upper city, raising the rooms to
a very great height, and adorning them with the most costly
furniture of gold, and marble seats, and beds, and these were
80 large, that they could contain ve;{ many companies of
men. These apartments were also of distinct magnitudes,
and had particular names given them, for one apartment was
called Ceesar’s, another Agrippa’s. He also fell in love again,
and married another wife, not suffering his reason to hinder
him from liviﬁﬁs he pleased. The occasion of this his mar-
riage was as ws : there was ope Simon, a citizen of Je-

© # This Klius Gallius seems to be wo other than that £lius Largus
'whom Dio speaks of, as conducting an expedition that was about this
time made mto Arabia Felix, acc: to Petavius, who is here cited
‘By Spanheim. See a full account of this expedition in Prideaux, a

the Vmd A .
Vor. IIL, 1
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rusalem, the son-of une Boethus, a: citizen of Alexandria, snd
a priest. of -great.note there : this man bkad .a daughter, whe
was esteemed the mostbeautiful woman of that time ; and
when the people of Jerusalem beilan to speak-much in her
commendation, it bappened that Herod was much affected
with what was said of her ; and when he saw the damsel, he
was sMitten with her beauty, yet did he entirely reject the
thoughts of using his -authority to abuse her,as believi
what was the truth, that by so doing he should be stigmatiz:s
for violence and tyranny, so he thought it best to take the
damsel to wife. And while Simon was of a dignity too infe-
rior to be allied to him, but still too considerable to he des-
pised, he governed his inclinations after the most prudent
manver, by augmenting the dignity of the family, and making;
them more honourable : so he, immediately deprived Jesus,
the son of Phabet, of the-high-priesthood, and conferred that
_ dignity on Simon, and so joined in affinity with bim, [by
marryin'g"el':‘is daughter.] ,

4, When this wedding was over, be built. another citadel
in that place where he had -conquered the Jews when he was
driven out of his government, and Antigonus ‘enjoyed it.
This citadel is distant:from Jerusalem about threescore fur-
longs. It was strong by nature, and fit:for such a building. It
" is a'sort of -a-moderate hill, raised to a farther height by the
hand of man, till it was of the shape of a woman’s breast. It
is encompassed with circular towers, and hath a straight ascent
up to it, which ascent is composed of steps of polished stones,
" in number two hundred. ithin it are royal and very rich
apartments, of a structure that provided both for security and
for beauty. About the bottom there are babitations of such a

structure as are well worth seeing, .both on other accounts,

and also on account of the water which was brought thither
from a great way off, and at vast ex&:nges, for the place itself
is destitute-of water. The plain that is about this citadel is
full of edifices, not inferior to any city in largeness, and hav.
ing the hill above it in the nature of a castle. . N

6. And now, when all Herod’s designs bad ‘sucoeeded ac+
cording to his bopes, he had not the least suspicion that any
trouble could arise in his ki because he kept his peo-
ple obedient; as well by the fear they.stood in of him, for he
wasimplacable in the ‘inflictien of his punishments, as by the
provident care he had showed toward them, afler the most
magnanimoys manner, when they were under their distresses:
but still be taok .care to have external security for his go-
vernment, as a fortress against his subjects: for the orations
he made to the cities were very fine, and jull of kindness;

,
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‘and he cultivated a seasonable good understanding with their
‘govemors, and bestowed presents on every one ‘of them, in-
ing them thereby to be more friendly to him, and using
"his magnificent disposition, so as his kingdom might be the
‘better secured to him, and this till all his affairs were every
way more and more ‘augmented. But then this magnificent
temper of his, and that submissive behaviour and liberality
which he - exercised toward Ceesar, and the most powerful
men of Rome, obliged him to transgress the customs of his
‘nation, and to set aside many of their laws, and by building
cities after an extravagant manner, and erecting temples ;
not in Judea* indeed, for that would not have been borne, it
being forbidden to us to pay any honour to images, or repre-
sentations of animals, after the manner of the Greeks, but
‘still he did thus 10 the country [properly] out of our bounds,
‘and in the cities thereof. ‘The apelogy which he made to
the Jews for these things was this, that all was done, not out
‘of his own inclinations, but by the commiands and injunctions
- of others, in order to_please Cwsar, and the Romans, as
‘though he had not the Jewish customs so much in his eye as
he had the honour of those Romans, while yet be had him-
self entirely in view all the while, and. indeed was very am-
bitious to leave great monuments of his government to pos-
‘terity; whence it was that he was so zealous in building such
fine cities, and spent such vast sums of money apon them.

* One may here take notice, gmt how tyrannical and extravagant so-
ever Herod were in himseif,and in his Grecian cities, as to those plays,
and shows, and tem for ldolatry, mentioned above,.c. vifi. sec. 1,
and here also, yet durst even he intraduce very few of them into the
cities of the Jews, who, as Josephus here notes, would wot even then
have bome them, 50 zealous were they still for muny of the laws of Moses,
© even under so tyrannical governrment as this wasof Herad the Great:
.which tyrannical government puts me naturally in mind of Dean Pri-
desux’s honest reflectian upon the like ambitian, after such -tyrannica}
power ia Pompey and Casar. “One of these, [says he, at the year 60,]
could mot bear an equal, nor the other a superior; and through this
_ambitious humour and thirst afier more power .in thess twa men, the
whole Roman empire being divided inte two opposite factions, therc
“was produced hereby the most deewnctive war that ever afflicted it;
and the. like folly toe much reigns in ali other places. Could about
thisty men be persuaded to Live at home in peace, Without enterprising
-upon the rights of each other, for the vain glory of conquest, and the
enlargement of power, the whole world might be at quiet, but their aa-
bition, their follies, and their humdur leading them constantlyto em-
croach upon and ?:nml with each ether, they invelve all that are ua-
”der them in the mischiefs thereof; and many thousands are they which
. yearly perish by it : 80 that it may almost raise a doubt, whether the
hemxt which the world receives from ment be sufficiert 6 make
amends for the calamities which it mmmm and
@ual-pdministrations of thass who manage it. :
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*.and thase each of them lawger than the tisrret, which were
over against them : these stood ‘mpright, and were Jjoined
together. Now, there were edifices all along the circular
haven, made of polished stone, with a certain elevation,
whereon was erected a temple, that was seen a t way
off by those that were sailing for that baven, and bad in it
two statues, the one of Romulus, the other of Casar. As the
"eity itself was called Ciesarea, which was also itself built of
fine materials, and was of a fine structure ; nay, the ve;
subterranean vaults and cellars bad no less of architecture -
‘bestowed on them than had the building above ground.
‘Some of these vaults carried things at even distances to the
haven and to the sea, but one of them ran obliquely, and
bound all the rest together, that both the rain, and the filth
of the citizens were together carried off with ease, and the
sea itself, upon the flux of the tide from without, came into
the city and washed it all clean. Herod also built tiserein
a theatre of stone ; and on the south 1uarter, behind the port
an ampbhitheatre also, capable of holding a vast number
men, and -conveniently situated for a prospect to the sea.
So this citz was thus fmished in twelve years ;* during which
time, the king did not fail to go on both with the work, and
to pay the charges that were necessary.

OHAPTER X.
HOW HEROD SENT HIS SONS TO ROME; HOW ALSO HE WaAS
. ACCUSED BY ZENODURUS AND THE GADARENS, BUT WAS
- CLEARED OF WHAT THEY ACCUSEP HIM OF, AND WITHAL
- GAINED TO HIMSELF THE GOOD WILEL OF CESAR. CON-
- CERNING THE PHARISEES, THE ESSENES, AND MANAHEN.

. 1.°Waex Herod was engaged in such matters, and when
hie had already re-edified Sebaste (Samaria,) he reselved to
send his sons, Alexander aud Aristobulus, to Reme, to enjoy -
the e ny-of Cesar, who, when they came thither, lodged
at the house of Pollio, t who was very: fond of Herod’s
" friendship ; and they bad leave to'lodge T Caesar’s own-pal-

.. cqammhm said to-be rebuilt and -udan;d—iﬁ twejve years,
and seon afte s in ten years, Antig. B, xvi. c. v. sec. 1, there must
be a mistake in one of the places as to the true number, but in which of
them it ig hard positively to determine. ~ . . )
+ g‘hi: Pollio, with w! Herod's sons lived at Rome, wlnl n:t Polliho
the Pharisee; aiready mentioned by Josephus. ¢. i see. 1, and agai
presently after this; & x. sec. 4; But Alginsuy Pollio, tho Riman, as Span-
esm here observes. ’
"Vl ML m
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8. Hereupon Zenodorus was ‘grieved, in the first place,
becauge his pnncig:llty was take away from him, and still
more 30, because he envied Herod, who had gotten it; so
be went up to Rome to accuse bim, but returned back again
without success. Now Agrippa was Pbout this time] sent
to succeed Cesar in the government of the countries beyond
the lonian sea, upon whom Herod light when he was wintering
at Mytilene, for be had been his particutar friend and com-
panion and then returned into Judea -again. However,
somie of the Gadarens came to Agrippa, and accused Herod,
whom he sent back bound to the king, without giving them
the hearing : but still the Arabians, who of old ill-will
to Herod’s government, were vettled, and at that time at-
tempted to raise a sedition in his deminions, and, as they
thought, upon a more justifiable occasion ; for Zenodorus,
despairing already of success, as to his own affairs, prevented
[his enemies] by selling to those Arabiansa part of his prin-
cipality, called Auranitis, for the value of filty talents ; but
as this was included in the dominions of Cesar, the(vcon-
tested the point with Herod, as unjustly deprived of what
they had bought. Sometimes they did this by making
incursions upon him, and sometimes by attempting force

ainst him, and sometimes by going to law with him.

oreover, they persuaded the poorer soldiers to belp them,
and were troublesome to bim out of a constant hope that they
should reduce the people to raise a sedition : in which de-
signs, those that are in the most miserable circumstances of
life are still the more earnest ; and although Herod had been-
a greatwhile apprized of these attempts, yet did not he in-
d\ﬁz any severity to them, but by rational methods aimed
to nxlnitigate things, as not willing to give any handle for tu- -

mults.
3. Now when Herod had already reigned seventeen years
Cafar came into Syria ; at which time the greatest part of
the inhabitants of Gadara clamoured against Herod, as one
that was heavy in his injunctions, and tyrannical. T re-
proaches, they mainly ventured upon by the encouragement
of Zenodorus, who took his oath that he would never leave
Herod till he had procured that they should be severed from
Herod’s kingdom, and joined to Cesar’s province. The Ga-
darens were induced bereby, and made no small crl‘:fainst .
him, and that the more boldfy, because those that had been
delivered up by ACFrip a were not punished by Herod, who
let them go, and did them no harm. for indeed, he was
incipal man in the world who appeared almost inexorable
1n punishing crimes in his own family, but v nerous in
remitting the offences that were committed elsewhere. And

Y
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‘while they accused Herod of injuries, and pluwderings, and
’subversion’s of temples, he stood unconcemed, and was ready
to make his defence. However, Cesar gave him his right
hand, and remitted nothing of his kindness to him, upon this
disturbance by the multitude : and indeed these things were
alleged the first day, but the hearing proceeded no farther ;

for as the Gadarens saw the inclination of Cwsar, and of his -

assessors, and expected, as they had reason to do, that they
should be delivered up to the king, some of them, out of a
dread of the torments they might undergo, cut their own
throats in the night-time, and some of them threw themselves
down precipices, and others of them cast themselves inte the
_ river, and destroyed themselves of their own accord ; which
-accidents seemed a sufficient condemmation of the rashness
and crimes they had been guilg of : whereupon Ceesar made
no lenger delay, but cleared Herod from the crimes he was
accused of. Another happy accident there was, which was
a further ﬁn‘at advantage to Herod at this time ; for Zeno-
dorus’ belly burst, and a great quantity of blood issued from
him in his sickness, and he thereby departed this life at An-
tioch, in Syria : so Cesar bestowed his country, which was
- no-small one, upon Herod ; it lay between Trachon and Ga-
lilee, and contained Ulatha, and Paneas, and the count
round about. He also made him one of his procurators of
ria, and commanded that they should do every thiog with
his approbation : and, in short, he arrived at that pitch of
felicity, that whereas there were but two men that governed
the vast Roman empire, first Ceesar, and then Agrippa, who

was his principal favourite, Csar preferred no one to He-

rod besides Agrippa, and . Agrippa made no one his greater
friend than Hemcﬁg)esides Cesar. And when he had acquired
such freedom, he begged of Cesar a tetrarchy* for his k-
ther Pheroras, while he did him<elf bestow upon him a re

venue of a hundred talents out of his own kingdom, that in
case he came to any harm_himself, his brother might be in

gafety, and that his sons might not have dominion over him. *

So when he had conducted Cesar to the sea, and was re-
turned home, he built him a most beautiful temple, of the
" whitest stone, in Zenadorus’ country, near the place called
Panium. This is a very fine cave ina mountain, under which
there is a great cavity in the earth, and the cavern is abrupt, -
and prodigiously deep, and full of a still water: over ithangs

# A tetrarchy properiy an. origially denotert the fourth pastof an
entire hqdomyot country, and & tetrarch one that was ruler of such
a fourth past, which.always impliea somewhat less extént-of dominion

and power than belongs to-a kingdam and 108 king. R
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a vast mountain ; and under the cavem arise the springs of
the river Jordan. Herod adorned this place, whi::{ was al-
ready a very remarkable one, still farther, by the erection
of this temple, which he dedicated to Cesar. :
. 4. At which time Herod released to his subjects the third
part of their taxes, under pretence indeed of relieving them
after the dearth they had had ; but the main reason was to
recover their good-will, which be now wanted, for they were
uneasy at him, because of the innovations he had introduced
in their practices, of the dissolution of their religion, and of .
the disuse of their own customs ; and the people every where
talked against him, like those that were still more provoked
and disturbed at his procedure : against which discontents
he greatly guarded bimself, and took away the opportuni-
ties they might have to disturb him, and enjoined them to be
always at work : nor did he permit the citizens either to
meet together, or to walk, or eat together, but watched every
thing they did ; and when they were caught, they were se-
verely punished; and many there were who were brought to
the citadel Hyrcania, beth openly and secretly, and were
there put to death ; and there were spies set every where,
both in the city,and in the roads, who watched those that
met together ; nay, it is reported,that he did not himself
neglect this part of caution, but that he would oftentimes
himself take the habit of a private man, and mix among the
multitude in the night-time, and make tr'al what opinion they
had of his government ; and as for those that could no way
be reduced to acquiesce under his scheme of government,
he.prosecuted them all manner of ways, but for the rest of
the multitude, he required that they should be obliged to take
an oath of fidelity to him, and at the same time compelled
them to swear that they would bear him good-will, and con-
tinue certainly so to do in his management of the govern-
ment ; and indeed a great part of them, either to please him,
or out of feat of him, yielded to what he required of them,
but for such as were of a more open and generous disposi-
* tion, and had indignation at the force he used to them, he by
. one means or other made way with them. 'He endeavoured
also to persuade Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, and the
greatest part of their scholars, to take the oath ; but these
would neither submit so to do, nor were theiopunished to-
ﬁgthcr with the rest, out of the reverence he bore to Pollio.
he Essenesalso,as we call a sectof ours, were excused from -
this imposition. These men live the same kind of life asdo |
those whom the Greeks call P{t reans, concerning whom
I shall discourse more fully elsewhere. However, it iy but
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fit to set down here the reasons wheréfore Herod had these
Essenes in such bonour, and thought higher of tbem than
their mortal nature required : nor will this account. be un-
suitable to the nature of this history, as’it will show the
opinion men had of these Essenes. .

5. Now, there was one of these Essenes, whose name was
Manahem, who had this testimony, that be not only conducted
his life after an excellent manner, but had the foreknowledge
of future events given him by God also. This man once
saw Herod, when he was a child, and going to school, and
saluted him as king of the Jews ; but he, thinking that either
he did not know him, or that he was in jest, put him in mind
that he was but a private mnan, but Manahem smiled to binx~
self,and clap'ﬂ:d him on his backside with his hand, and said,
“ However that be, thou wilt be king, and wilt begin thy
reign happily, for God finds thee worthy of it. And dothou

remember the blows that Manahem hath given thee, asbeing

a signal of the chatFe of thy fortune. And truly this will be

. the best reasoning for
men,] and piety foward God, and rlemency toward thy citi-
zens : yet do I know how thy whole conduct will be, that
thou wilt not be such a one, for thou wilt excel all men in
happiness, and obtain an everlasting reputation, but thou wilt
forget piety and righteousness : and these crimes will not be
con m.God, at the conclusion of thy life, when thou

wilt find that he will be mindful of them and punish thee for

them.” Now, at that time, Herod did not at all attend to

what Magahem said, as having no hepes of such advance-
. ment; but a little ‘afterwards, when he was so fortunate as-
to be advanced to the dignity of the king, and was in the
height of his dominion, he sent for Manahem, and asked him
how long he should reign ? Manahem did not tell him ghe full
Jength of his reign, refore, upon that silence of his, he
asked him farther, Whether he should reign ten yeaxs, or
not ? He replied, * Yes, twenty years, nay, thirty years,”
but did net assign the just determinate limit of his reign.
Herod was satisfied with these replies, and gave
his hand, and dismiesed him, and from that time he.continued
to honour all the Essenes. We have thought it proper to
yelate these facts to aws readers, how strange soever they be,
aad to declare what hath happened among us, because many
of these Essenes have by their excellent virtne, been thought
‘worthy -of this kno of divine revelations

thee, that thou love justice [toward -
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. HOW HEROD REBUILT THE TEMPLE, AND RAISED IT HIGHER,

AND MADE IT MORE MAGNIFICENT THAN IT WAS BEFORE ;
AS ALSO CONCERKNING THAT TOWER WHICH HE CALLED
ANTONIA.

1. Axp now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign.
and after the acts already mentioned, undertook a ve at
work, that is, to build of himself the temple of Gog, and
make it larger in compass, and to raise it to a most magnifi-
cent altitude, as esteeming it to be the most glorious of all
his actions, as it really was, to brinﬁai; to perfection, and that
this would be sufficient for an everlasting memorial of him;
but as be knew the multitude were not ready nor willing to
assist him in so vast a design, he thought to prepare them
first by making a speech to them, 4nd then to set about the
work itself ; so be called them together, and spake thus to
them : ‘I think I need not speak to you, my countrymen,
about such other works as 1 have done since 1 have come to
the kingdom, although I may say they have been performed
in such a manner as to bring more security to you than glor{
to myself; for, [ have neither been negligentin themost dif-
ficult times about what tended to ease your necessities, nor
have the buildings [ have made, been so proper to preserve

" me as yourselves from injuries: and I imagine, that, with

God’s assistance, { have advanced the nation of the Jews to
a degree of happiness which. they vever had before : a:g
for the particular edifices bglonging to your own country a

’ your own cities, as:also to those cities that we have lately

acquired, which we have erected, and greatly adorned, and
therehy augmented the dignity of your nation, it seems to
me a need less task to enumeraie them to you, since you well
know them yourselves ; but as to that undertaking which {
have a mind to set about at present, and which will be a
work of the greatest piety and excellence that can possibly
be undertaken by us, 1 will now declare it to you. . Qur

* We may here observe, that the fancy of the modern Jews, in call-
ing this temple, which was really the third of their temples, the second
temple, followed s0 long by laster Christians, seems to be without any
solid foundation  The reason why the Christians here follow tbelﬂg )
is, beoause-of the prophecy of -Haggai, ii. 6-—9, which they ezpound
the Messiab’s coming to the second, or, Zazobabel’s -tomple of whick
they suppose this of Herod's to be.only a continuation, which is meant,
1 think, of his coming to the fourth and last temple, or to that future,
largest and most glorious one described by iel, whencs I take the
former notion; how ﬁmﬂm» to-bea mistabe. - -See Lit.‘Ac-
comp.of Proph. p.34 - S - ‘




fathers indeed, when they were returned from Babylon, built
this temple to God Almngh?, yet does it want sixty cubits
of its largeness in altitude ; for so much did that first temple
which Solomon built exceed this temple : nor let any one
eongemn our fathers for their negligence or want of piety
herein, for it was not their fault that the temple was no
higher ; for.they were Cyrus, and Darius, the son of Hystas-

, who determined the measures for its rebuilding ; and
1t hath been by reason of the subjection of those fathers of

ours to them and to their postenty, and after them to the

Macedonians, that they had not the opportunity to follow the
original model of ‘this pious edifice, nor could raise it to its
ancient altitude : but since I am now, by God’s will, your
governor, and I have had peace a leng time, and have
gained -freat riches, and large revenues, and what is the
rincipal thing of all, I am in amity with, and well regarded
‘%the Romans, who, 'if I may so say, are the rulers of the
ole world, I will do my endeavour to correct that imper-
fection, which hath arisen from the necessity of our affairs,
and the slavery we have been under formerly, and to make
a thankful Yeturn, after the most pious manner, to God, for
what blessings I have received from him, by giving me this
}ingdoll)r;, and that by rerdering his temple as complete as
am able.”

2. And this was the speech which Herod made to them ;
but still this speech affrighted many of the people, as being-
unexpected by them,and because it seemed incredible, it
did not encourage them, but put a damp upon them, for they
were afraid that he would pull down the whele edifice, and
. pot be able to bring his intentions to ection for its re~
building ; and this-danger appeared to them to be very great,
and the vastness of the undertaking to be such, as could
bardly be accomplished. But while they were in this dis-
position, the king encouraged them, and told them, “ He

would not pull dewn their te:m‘)le, till all things were gotten
* ready for building it up entire

ised them this beng)nehand, so did he not break his word with
them, but got ready a thousand wagons, that were to bring
- stones for the buildz; , and chose out ten thousand of the
most skilful workmen, and brought a thousand sacerdotal
garments for as many of the priests, and had some of them
taught the arts of stone-cutters, and others of carpenters, and
then l:?n to build, but this not till. every thing was welk
prepared for the work, :
- 8. So Herod took away the old foundations, and laid oth~
€, and erected the temple upon them, being in lepgth eao

ly again.” And as he prom-

N



hundred -cubits, and ialm?(’ twenty additional cu
“which [twenty] upon the sinking of tbeir?oundaﬁm,’bg
down ; and this part it was that we resolved to raise again in
the days of Nero. Now the temple was built of stones that
were white and strong, and each of their length was twenty-
five cubits, their t was eight, and their breadth about
. twelve ; and the w structure, as was also the structure
of the royal cloister, was on each side much lower, but the
middle was much higher, till they were visible to those tha:
dwelt in the country for a great many furlongs, but chiefly
« 1o such as lived over against them, and those that approach-
edtothem. The temple had doors also at the entrance, and
lintels over them, of the same height with the temple itself.
They were adorned with embroidered vails, with their flow-
ers of purple, and pillars interwoven: and over these, but
under the crown work, was spread out a golden vine, with
its branches hanging down from a great height, the largeness
and fine workmanship of which was a surprising sight to the
spectators, to see what vast materials there were, and with
what great skill the workmanship was done. He also encom-
passed the entire temple with very large cloisters, contrivi
them to be in due proportion thereto; and he laid oul
larger sums of money upon them than had been done before
him, till it seemed that no one else had so greatly adorned
the temple as he had done. There was a large wall to both
the cloisters, which wall itself was the most prodigious work
that was ever heard of by man. The hill was a rocky as-
cent, that declined by degrees toward the east parts of the -
city, till it came to an elevated level. This hill it was which
Solomon, who was the first of our kings, by divine revelation
encompassed with a wall ; it was of excellent workmanship
upwards, and round the top of it. He also built a wall be-

# Some of our modern students in architecture have made a strangs
blunder here, when they imagine that Josephus affirms the entire foun-
dations of the temple or holy house sunk down into the rocky mountain
on which it stood, no less than 20 cubits, whereas he is clear that they
:!verde the é‘oum:;ﬁon:vgk tl;en additional %0 o:ll’b}t: :'I‘gw %;e thedhun-

red, (made a| ul , &N r eur,
m: ;énk or f%lp:l dol::xl;i as Drthgg:{;: rightly gnderst,;nds hig?n nor 5:

thing itse! ssible in sther sense, Agri preparation
buildi:gme inng:plma of the temple 20 cu:i‘: %ﬂ,(hmory of the
War, B. v. c. i. sec. 5,) must in all probability refer to this matter, since
J q;%huq says he:ea tha& this wl‘:iich h:gm fagen.down v:’s (i;:?ned tobe
Al u in under iNero, under w. made ‘QP.!"
tion. Bl:!t‘wgv?\at Josephus says presently, gngolomonmghu first.
king of the Jews, appears by 1 place, Antig. B. xx. c. ix. sec.
-7, vol. iv. and other F!acu, to be-meant only the first of David's poste-
-:i\):‘,j m]:d txhl'e[ﬁrst builder of thz; temple.
Vol. IIL.
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Yow, beginning at the bottom, which was encompassed by »
deep valley : and at the south side he laid roc togetll’)yer,
and bound them one to another with lead, and included some
of the ‘inner parts, till it proceeded to a great height, and
till both the largeness of the square ‘edifice, and its altitude,
were immense, and till the vastness of the stones in the front
were plainly visible on the outside, yet so that the inward
‘parts were fastened together with iron, and preserved the
joints immoveable for all future times. en this work
‘ ‘{for the foundation] was done in this manner, and joined to-
gether as part of the hill itself to the very top of it, he
'wrought it all into one outward surface, and filled up the
hollow places which were about the wall,and made it a level
on the external u%per surface, and a smooth level also.
- "This hill was walled all round, and in compass four furlongs,
‘[the distance of] each angle containing in length a furlong :
‘but within this wall, and on the very top of all, there ran
‘another wall of stone also, having, on the east quarter a dou-
ble cloister of the same length with the wall ; in the midst
‘of which was the temple itself. This cloister locked to the
‘gates of thetemple ; and it had been adorned by many kings
in- former.times ; and round about the entire temple were
fized the spoils taken from barbarous nations ; all these had
been dedicated to the temple by Herod, with the addition
of those he had taken from the Arabians. :
4. Now on the north side [of the temple] was built a cita<
del, whose walls were square, and strong, and of extraordi-
nary firmness. This citadel was built by the kings of the
- Asmonean race, who were also high-priests before Herod,
and they called it the Tower, in which were reposited the
vestments of the high-priest, which the high-priest only put
on at the time when he was to offer sacrifice. -These vest-
ments king Herod -kept in that place ; and afler his death
they were under the power of the Romans, until the time of
- Tiberius Cesar ; under whose reign Vitellius, the president
. of Syria, when he once came to Jerusalem, and had been
most magnificently received by the multitude, he had a mind
to make them some requital for the kindness they had showed
him ; so, upontheirpetition to have those holy vestments in
their own power, he wrote aboutithem to Tiberius Casar,
‘who granted his request ; and this their power over the sa-
cerdotal vestments continued with the Jews till the death of
king Agrippa; but after. that, Cassius Longinus, who was
~ president of Syria, and Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator
of Judea, enjoined the Jews to reposit those vestments in the
tower of Antonia, for that they ought to hiave them in their
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ower, as tbecy formerly had. However, the Jews, sent am-
ssadors to Claudius Cesar to intercede with him for them ;
upon whose coming, king Agrippa the younger being then at
Rome, asked for and obtained the power over them from the
emperor, who gave command to Vitellius, who was then com-
er in Syria, to give it them accordingly. Before that
time, they were keigt under the seal of the high-priest, and of
the treasurers of the temple ; which treasurers the day be-
fore a festival, went up to the Roman captain of the temple
guards, and viewed their own seal, and received the -vest-
ments ; and again, when the festival was over, they brought
it to the same place, and showed the captain of the temple
guards their seal, which corresponded with his seal, and re-
sited them there. And that these things were so, the af-
ictions that happened to us afterwards [about them] are suf-
ficient evidence : but for the tower itself, when Herod, the
king of the Jews, had fortified it more firmly than before, in
order to secure and guard the temple, he gratified Antonius,
who was his friend, and the Roman ruler, and then gave it
the name of the Tower of Antonia.

5. Now in the western quarters of the enclosure of the
temple there were four gates ; the first led to the king s pa-
lace, and went to a passage overthe intermediate valley, two
more led to the suburbs of the city, and the last led 10 the
other city, where the road descended down into the valley
by a great number of steps, and thence up again by the as-
cent, for the city lay over against the temple in the manner
of a’'theatre, and was encompassed with a deep valley along
the entire south quarter ; but the fourth front of the temple,
which was southward, had indeed itself gates in its middle, as
alsoit had the royal cloisters, with three walks, which reached
" in length from the east valley unto that on the west, for it
was impossible it could reach any farther, and this cloister
deserves to be mentioned better than any other under the
sun ; forwhile the valley was very deep, and its bottom could
not be seen, if you looked from above into the depth, this
farther vastl’y bigh elevation of the cloister stood upon that
hel'%}:t, insomuch, that if any one looked down from the to]
of *he battlements, or down both those altitudes, he woul
be g1ddy, while his sight could not reach to such an immense
depth. ~ This cloister had pillars that stood in four rows over
against the other all along, for the fourth row was interwoven
into the wall, which [also was built of stone ;] and the thick-
‘ness of each pillar was such, that three men might, with their
arms extended, fathom it round, and join their hands again,
‘while its Jength was twenty-seven feet, with a double spiral
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at its basis ; and the number of all the pillars [in that court}
was a hundred and sixty-two. Their chapiters were m
with sculptures after the Corinthian order, and caused an
amazement [to the spectators] by reason of thegrandeur of the
whole. These four rows of pilfars, including three intervals
for walking in the middle of this cloister, two of which walks
were made parallel to each-other, and were contrived after
the same manner; the breadth of each of them was thirty
feet, the length was a furlong and the height fifty feet, but
the breadth of the middle part of the cloister was one a
half of the breadth of the other, and the height was double,
“or it was much higher than those on each side ; but the roofs
were adomed with deep sculptures in wood, representing,
many sorts of figures : the middle was much higher thanthe
rest, and the wall of the front was adorned with beams, rest-
ing upon pillars, that were interwoven into it, and that front
was all of polished stone, insomuch that its fineness, to such
as had not seen it, was incredible, and to such ashad seen it
was greatly amazing. Thus was the first enclosure. In the
midstof which, and not far from it, was the second, to be
up to by a few steps: this was encom assed by a stone-wall for
a partition, with an inscription which forbade any foreigner
to go in under pain of death. Now, this inner enclosure had
on its southern and northern quarters three gates (equalltzg,
distant from one another ; but on the east quarter, toward
sun rising, there was one large gate, through which such as
were pure came in, together with their wives, but the tem-
te farther inward in that gate was not allowed to the women;
gut still more inward was there a third [court of the] temple,
whereinto it was not lawful for any but the prests alone to
enter. The temple itself was witbin this ; and before that
temple was the altar, on which we fer our sacrifices and
burn*-offerings to God. Into none of these three did king
Herod enter,* for he was forbidden, because he was not a
priest. However, hie took careof the cloisters, and the outer
enclosures, and these he built in eilfht years.
6. But the temple itself was built by the priesfs in a year
and six months : upon which all the people were full of Joy ;
and presently they returned thanks, in the first place, to &od,

® Into none of these three did king Herod enter, i e. 1, not into the

court of the priests ; 2, nior into the holy house iteelf; 3; nor into the

separate place belonging to the altas, as the words following imply, for

none but priests, or their attendants, the Levites, might come into any

ofthem. See Antig. B. xvi. c. iv. sec. 6, when Herod goes into the tem-

- ple, and makes a speech in it to the people, but that could only be inta
the court of Israel, whither the peopie could come t hear him.
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and nthe next place, for, the alacrity the king had showed.
They feasted, and celebrated this rebuilding of the temple :
and for the king, he sacrificed three hundred oxen to God,
as did the rest every one according to his ability ; the num-,
ber of which sacrifices it is not ible to set down, for it
cannot be that we should truly relate it ; for at the same time
with this celebration for the work about the temple, fell also
the day of the king’s inauguration, which he kept of an old
custom as a festival, and it now coincided with the other,
which coincidence of them both made the festival most il-
lustrious.

7. There was also an occult passage built for the king ; it
led from Antonia to the inner temple, at its eastern gate ;
over which he also erected for himself a tower, that he might
‘have the opportunity of a subterraneous ascent to the temple,
in order to %uard against any sedition which might be made
by the people against their kings. Itis also reported, that
‘during the time that the temple was building, it did not rain
in the day time, but that the showers fell in the nights, so
that the work was not hindered. And this our fathers have
delivered to us; nor is it incredible, if any one have regard
to the other manifestations of God. And thus was performed
the work of the rebuilding of the temple.*

« ® This tradition which Josephus here mentions, as delivered down
from fathers to their children, of this particular remarkable circumstance
relating to the building of Herod’s temple, is a demonstration that such
its building was a known thing in Judea at this time. He was born but
46 yearsafter it is related to have been finished, and might himself have
seen and spoken with some of the builders themselves, and with agreat
number of those that had seen it building. The doubt, therefore, about
the truth of this history, of the pulling down and rebuilding this temple
by Herod, which some weak people have indulged, was not then more
greater than it soon may be, whether or no St. Paul’s church in Lon-
don, was burnt down in the fire of London, A. D, 1666, and rebuilt by
Sir Chistopher Wren a little afterwards.

- Vol. III. 2%
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BOOK XVIL

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF 12 YEARS

{Prom the finishing of the temple by Hesod, to (the death of Alexander
and Aristobulus.]

CHAPTHR I.

A LAWOF HEROD’S ABOUT THIEVES. SALOME AND PHERORAS CA~
. LUMNIATE ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS, UPON THEIR RE~
TURN FROM ROME, FOR WHOM YET HEROD PROVIDES WIVES.

1.'As king Herod was very zealous in the administration
of his entire government, and desirous to put a stop to par-
ticular acts of injustice which were done by criminals about
the city and country, be made a law, no way like our origi-
' mal laws, and which be enacted of himself, to expose house-
breakers to be ejected out of his kingdom ; which punishment
was not only grievous to be borne by. the offenders, but con-
tained in it a dissolution of the customs of our forefathers ;
for this slavery to foreigners, and such as did not live after
the manner of the Jews, and this necessity that they were -
under to do whatsoever such men should command, was an
offence against our religious settlement, rather than a punish-
ment to such as were found to have oifended, such a punish-
ment being avoided in our original laws: for those laws or-
" dain, tha?&e thief shall restore fourfold : and that if he have
not so much, he shall be sold indeed, but not to foreigners,
nor so that he be under perpetual slavety, for he must bave
been released after six years. But this law, thus enacted, in
order to introduce a severe and illegal punishment, seemed
tobea giece of insolence in Herod, when he did not act as
a king, but as a tyrant, and thus contemptuously, and with-
out regard to his subjects, did he venture to introduce such a
punishment. Now this penalty, thus brought into practice, -
was like Herod's other actions, and became a part of his ac-
cusation, and an occasion of the hatred he lay under.

2. Now at this time it was that he sailed into Italy, as very
desirous to meet with Casar, and to see his sons who lived
at Rome : and Ceesar was not only very obliging to him in

. other respects, but delivered him his sons again, that he might
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take thom home with him, as having already completed them-
selves in the sciences ; but as soon as the young men were -
come from ltaly, the multitude were very desirous to see
them, and they became conspicuous among them all, as
adormed with great blessings of fortune, and having the coun-
tenances of persons of royal mty o they soon appeared
to be the objects of envy to e, the king’s sister, and to
such as had raised calumnies against Mariamne ; for they
were su:sicioys, that when these came to the government
they should be punished for the wickedness they had been
guilty of against their mother: so they made this very fear of
theirs a mofive to raise calumnieswgainst them also. The,y/
gave it out that they were not pleaged with their father’s
company, because he had put their mother to death, as if it
were not agreeable t%pnetg to appear to converse with theic
mother’s murderer. Now by carrying these stories, that had
indeed a true foundation [in the facﬁbut were only built on
probabilities, as to the present accusation, they were able to

o them mischief, and to make Herod take away that kind-
ness from his sons which he had before borne to them, for
they did not say these things to him openly, but scattered
aproad such words among the rest of the multitude ; from
which words, when carried to Herod, be was induced [at last]
to hate them, and which natural affection itself, even in length
of time, was not able to overcome ; yet was the king at that
time in a condition to prefer the natural affection of a father
before all the suspicions and calumnies his sons lay under;
50 he respected them as he ought to do, and married them
to wives, now they were of an age suitable thereto. To
Aristobulus he gave for a wife Berenice, Salome’s daughter,
and to Alexander, Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, king
of Cappadocia.

—
OHAPTHR II.

HOW HEROD TWICE SAILED TO AGRIPPA ; AND HOW UPON THE
COMPLAINT OF THE JEWS'IN IONIA AGAINST THE GREEKS,
AGRIPPA CONFIRMED THE LAWS OF THE JEWS TO THEM.

1, Wren Herod had despatched these affairs, and he un-
derstood that Marcus Agrippa had sailed again out of Italy,
in Asia, he made haste to him, and ht him to come fo
him into his kingdom, and to partake of what he migbt‘jpstg
expect from one that had been his guest, and was his friend.
‘This request he Jgreatly pressed, and to it Agrippa agreed,
and came into Judea; whereupon Herod omitted nothing
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jons, and t it more worth kis while to come to him..
Accordingly, Herod was all in all to Agrippa in the -
ment of the war, and a great assistant in civil affairs, in.
giving him counsel as to particular matters. He was also a
pleasant companion for him when he relaxed himself, and a
ﬂoint partaker with him in all things ; in troubles, because of
is kindness, and in }fmperity, because of the respect
Agrippa had for him. Now as soon as those affairs of Pontus
were fmished, for whose sake Agrippa was sent thither, they
did not think fit to return by sea, but passed through Paph-
lagonia_and Cappadocia ; they then travelled thence over
Great Phyrgia, and came to Ephesus, and then they sailed
from Ephesus to Samos : and indeed the king bestowed a
great many benefits on every city that he came to, accords
as they stood in need of them ; for as for those that wante:
either money or kind treatment, he was not wanting to them ;
but he supplied the former himself out of his own expenses ;
he also became an intercessor with Agrippa for all such as
sought after his favour, and he brought things so about, that
the petitioners failed in none of their suits to him, Agrippa
being himself of a good disposition and of great generosity,
and ready to grant all such requests as might be advantage-
ous to the petitioners, provided were not to the detri-
ment of others. The inclination of the king was of great
weight also, and still excited Agrippa, who was himself re
todo ; for be madeareem&ﬁonbetwmdnpoo
of Ilhum, at whom he was angry, and paid what money the °
people of Chios owed to Caesar’s procurator, according as
their several necessities required. v
3. But now, when Agrippa and Herod were in Ionia, a
great multitade of the Jews, who dwelt in cities, came to
them, and laying bold of the opportunity and the liberty now
iven them, laid before them the injuries which they suf-
ered, while they were not permitted to use their own laws,
. but were compelled to prosecute their lawsuits, by the ill
usages of the judges, upon their holy days, and were deprived
of money they used to lay up at Jerusalem, were
forced into the army, and upoun such other offices as obli
them to spend their sacred money; from which burdens they
always used to be freed by the Romans, who had still per-
mitted them to live according to their own laws. Whenthis
clamour was made, the king desired of i that he
would hear their cause, and assigned Ni , one of his
friends, to plead for those their privileges. Accordi
when Agrippa had called the principal of the Romans, and
such of tbeﬁngtandmlm as were there, to be his asses
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sors, Nicolaus stood up, and . pleaded for the Jews, as fol-
lows: “ Itis of necessity incumbent on such as are in dis-
tress to have recourse to those that have'it in their power to
free them from those injuries they lie under; and for those
that now are complainants, they approach you with great as-
surance ; for as they have former i often obtained your fa-
vour, so far as they have even wished to have it, they now
only entreat that you, who have been the donors, will take
_ care that those favours you have already granted them may
not be taken away from them. We have received these fa-
vours from you, who alone have power to grant them, but
have them taken from us by such as are no greater than our-
selves, and by such as we know are as much subjects as we
are ; and certainly, if we have been vouchsafed great favours,
it is to our commendation, who haye obtained them, as having
been found deserving of such great favours ; and if those fa-
vours be but small ones, it would be barbarous for the do-
nors not to confirm them to us: and for those that are the
hindrance- of the Jews, and use them reproachfully, it is evi-
dent that they affront both the receivers, while they will not
allow those to be worthy men to whom their excellent rulers

themselves have borne their testimony, and the donors, while
they desire those favoursalready éranted may be abrogated. |
entiles themselves, which

Now; if any one should ask these
of the two things they would choose to part with, their lives,
or the customs of their forefathers, their solemnities, their
sacrifices, their festivals, which thei celebrate in, honour of
those they suppose to be gods? I'know very well that they
would choose to suffer any thing whatsoever rather than a
disselution of any of the customs of their forefathers ; for a
great many of them have rather chosen to go to war on that.
account, as very solicitous not to transgress in those matters :
and indeed we take an estimate of that happiness which all

mankind do now enjoy by your means from this very thing,

that we are allowed every one to worship as our own institu-
tions require, and yet to live [ip peace;] and although they
would not be thustreated themselves, yet do they endeavour
to compel others to comply with them, as if it were not as
great an instance of impiety, profanely to dissolve the re-
ligious solemnities of any others, as to be neﬂigent in the
obgervation of their own toward their gods. let us now
consider the one of these practices : is there any people, or
. ¢ity, or community of men, to whom your government, and

the Roman power, does not appear to be the greatest bless-
ing? Is there any one that can desire to make void the fa-
vours they have granted ? . No one is certainly so mad ; for
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there-are no men but such as have been partakers of their
. favours both public and private ; and indeed thase that take
away what you have granted can haveno assurapce, but every
one of their own grants made them by you may be taken
from them also ; which grants of yours can yet never be suf-
" ficiently valued ; for if they consider the old governments
under kings, together with your present government, besides
the great number of benefits which this government hath be-
_stowed on them, in order to their happiness, this is instead
" of all the rest, that they appear to be no longer in a state of
_slavery but of freedom. ow, the privileges we desire, even
_when we are in the best circumstances, are not such as de-
serve to be envied, for we are indeed in a prosperous state
by your means, but this is only in common with others ; and
it is more than this which we desire, to preserve our reli-
gion without any prohibition, which, as it agpears pot in it-
_self a privilege to be envied us, so it is for the advantage of
those that grant it us; for if the Divinity delights in being
honoured, it must delight in those that permit them to be ho-
noured ; and there are none of our customs which are inhuman,
butall tending topiety,and devoted to the preservation of jus- -
tice ; nor do we conceal those injunctions of ours, by which
we govern our hives, they being memorials of piety, and of
a friendly conversation among men : and the seventh day®
we set apart from labour : it is dedicated to the learning of
our customs and laws, we thinking it proper to reflect on
them, as well as on any [good] thing else, in order to our
avoiding of sin. _If any one, therefore, examine into our ob-
servances, he will find they are good in themselves, and that
they are ancient also, though some think otherwise, insomuch,
‘that those who have received them cannot easily be brought
to depart from them, out of that honour they pay to the length
of time they have religiously enjoyed them, and observed
them. Now, our adversaries take these our privileges away
inthe way of injustice : they violently seize upen that money
of ours which is offered to God, and called sacred money,
and this openly, after a sacrilegious manner ; and they im-
pose tributes upon us, and bring us before tribunals on holy
days, and then require other like debts of us, not because
the contracts require it, and for their own advantage, but be-
cause they would put an affront on our religion, of which -

* We may here observe the ancient ice of the Jews, of dedicat-
ing the Sabbath day not to idleness, but 1o the .learning their sacred
rites and religious customs, and to the meditation of the law of Moses.

" “The like to what we meet with elsewhere in Josephus also against
Apion, B. i sec. 22.




they are conscious, as well as we, and have indulged them
selves in an unjust, and to them involuntary hatred, for your
govemment over ail, is one tending to the establishing of be-
nevolence, and abolishing of ill-will among such as are dis-
posed to it. This is, thexefore, what we implore from thee,
most excellent Agnppa, that we may not be ill treated ; that
we may not be abused ; that we may not be hindered from
making use of our own custoins, nor be despoiled of our
+ nor be forced by these men to do what we ourselves
force nobody to do ; for these privileges of ours are not only
accordiﬁ to justice, but have formerly been dg'ranted us by
you : and we are able to read to you many decrees of the
senate, and the tables that contain them, which are still ex-
tant in the capitol, concerning these things, which it is evi-
‘dent were granted after you had experience of our fidelity
toward Joh, which ought to be valued, though no such fide-
lity had been ; for you have hitherto preserved what people
‘were in possession of, not to us only, but almost to all men,
and bave added greater advantages than they could have
hoped for, and therelz]gour government is become a great
advantage to them. if atlxg one were able to enumerate
the prospérit{ you have conftrred on every nation, which
they possess by your means, he could never put an end to
his discourse ; but that we may demonstrate that we are not
unworthy of all those advantages we have obtained, it will
be sufficient for us to say nothing of other things, but to speaks
freely of this king who now governs us, and is now one of’
thy assessors : and indeed in what instance of good-will as
to your house hath he been deficient ? What mark of fide-~
lity to it hath he omitted ? What token of honour hath he
not devised ? What occasion of his assistance of you hath
he not regarded at the very first ? What hindereth, there-
fore, but that your kindnesses may be as numerous as his so
great benefits to you have been. It may also perhaps be fit
. not here to pass over in silence the valour of his father An-
tipater, who, when Casar made an expedition into Egpt,
assisted him with. two thousand armed men, and proved 1n-
ferior to none, neither in the battles on land, nor n the ma-
nagement of the navy ; and what need I say any thing of
how great weight those soldiers were at that juncture ? or
how many and howEreat presents they were vouchsafed by
Cesar? And truly I ought before now to have mentioned’

the epistles which Cessar wrote to the senate ; and how An- -

tipater had honours, and the freedom of the city of Rome,
bestowed upon him, for these are demonstrations both that
‘we have received these favours by our own deserts, and do,
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on that account, petition thee for thy confirmation of them,
from whom we had reason to hope for them, though they had
not been given us before, both out of regard to our King’s
disposition toward you, and your disposition toward him.
And further, we have been informed by those Jews that were
there, with what kindness thou camest into our country, and
how thou offeredst the most perfect sacrifices to God, and
bonouredst him with remarkable vows, and how thou gavest
the people a feast, and acceptedst of their own hospitable
presents to thee. We ought to esteem all these kind enter-
tainments, made both by our nation and our city, to a man
who is the ruler and manager of so much of the public af-
fairs, as indications of that friendship which thou hast re-
turned to the Jewish nation, and which hath been procured
them by the family of Herod. So we put thee in mind of
these things in the presence of the king, now sitting by thee,
and make our request for no more but this, that what you
have given us yourselves. you will not see taken away by
others from us.”

4. When Nicolaus had made his speech, there was no op-
position made to it by the Greeks, for this was not an inquiry .
made, as in a court of justice, but an intercession to prevent
violence to be offered to the Jews any longer; nor did the
Greeks make any defence of themselves, or deny what it
was supposed they had done. Their pretence was no more
than this, that while the Jews inhabited in their country, they
were entirel{euujust to them, [in not joining in their wor-
ship ;] but they demonstrated their generosity in this, that
though they worshiﬁped according to their own institutions,
they did nothing that O\lﬂn to grieve them. So when
Agrippa perceived that they had been oppressed by vio-
lence, he made this answer : ¢ That on account of Herod’s

-will and friendship, be was ready to grant the Jews
whatsoever they should ask him, and that their requests in
themselves seemed to him just, and that if they requested
any thing farther, he should not scruple to grant it them,
provided they were no way to the detriment of the Roman

wvernment ; but that, while their request was no more than

is, that what privileges they had already given them might'
not be abrogated, he confirmed this to them, that they might:
continue in the observation of their own customs, wiﬂimt any
one’s offering them the least injury.”” And when he had
said thus, he dissolved the assembly : upon which Herod
stood up, and saluted him, and gave him thanks for the kind
disposition he showed to them. AE::pa also took thisina
ve?' fb}iﬂing manner, aeng saluted him again, and embraced
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him in his arms : after which be went away from Lesbos,
but the king determined to sail from Samos to his own coun-
try ; and when he had taken his leave of AFrip a, he pur-
sued his vo age, and landed at Ceesaria in a few days® time,
as having favourable winds ; from whence he went to Jeru-
salem, and there gathered all the people together to an as-
sembly, not a few being there out of the country also. So
he came to them, and gave them a particular account of all
his journey, and of the affairs of all the Jews in Asia, how
by this means they would live without injurious treatment
for the time to come. He also told them of the entire
fortune he had met with, and how he bad administered the
overnment, and had not neglected any thing which was for -

ﬁleir advantage : and as he was very joyful, he now remit-
" ted to them the fourth part of their taxes for the last year.
Accordingly, they were so pleased with his favour and
speech to them, that they went their ways with great glad-
ness, and wished the king all manner of happiness.

—
OHEAPTER III

HOW GREAT DISTURBANCES AROSE IX HEROD'S FAMILY ON
HIS PREFERRING ANTIPATER, HIS ELDEST SON, BEFORE
THE REST, TILL ALEXANDER TOOK THAT INJURY VERY
HEINOUSLY.

1. Bur now the affairs in Herod’s family were in more
and more disorder, and became more sévere upon bim, by
the batred of Salome to the young men [Alexander and Ar-
istobulus,] which descended as it were by inheritance [from
their mother Mariamne :] and as she fully had succeeded
against their mother, so she proceeded to that degree of
madness and insolence, as to endeavour that none of her pos-
terity might be left alive, who might have it in their power
to revenge her death. The young men had also somewhat
of a bold and uneasy disposition toward their father, occa~
sioned by the remembrance of what their mother had un-

justly suffered, and by their own affectation of dominion.

he old grudge was also renewed : and they cast reproaches
on Salome and Pheroras, who requited the young men with
malicious designs, and actually laid treacherols snares for
them. Now, as for this hatred, it was equal on both sides,
but the manner of exerting that hatred was different ; for, as
for the young men, they were rash, reproaching and affront-
ing the others openly, and were unexperienced.enough to
think it the most generous to declare their minds in that un~

'
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daunted manner; but the others did not take that method
but made use of the calumnies after a subtle and spitefui
manner, still provoking the young men, and imagining that
their boldoess might in time turn to the offering violence to
their father, for inasmuch as they were not ashaned of the
pretended crimes of their mother, nor thought she suffered -
gl:’ﬂy, these supposed that at | it might exceed all-

nds, and induce them to think they ought to be avenged
on their father, though it were but despatching him with their
own hands. At length it came to this, that the whole city
was full of these discourses, and, as is usual in such contests,
the unskilfulness of the young men was pitied, but the con-
trivance of Salome was too bard for them, and what imputa-
tions she laid upon them, came to be believed, b{/meamof
their own conduct, for they who were so deeply affected
with the death of their mother, that while they said both she
and themselves were in a miserable case, they vehemently
complained of her pitiable end, which indeed was truly
such, and said that they were themselves in a pitiable case
. also, because they were forced to live with those who had
been her murderers, and to be partakers with them. .
2. These disorders increased greatly, and the king’s ab-
sence abroad had afforded a fit opportunity for that increase ;
but as soon as Herod was returned, and had made the fore-
mentioned speech (o the multitude, Pheroras and Salome let
~ fall words immediatel{, as if he were in great danger, and as
. if the young men openly threatened that they would not spare
im an{ longer, but revenge their mother’s death upon him,
They also added another circumstance, that theirhopes were
fixed on Archelaus, the king of Cappadocia, that they should
be able by his means to come to Casar and accuse their fa-
r. U(fon hearing such things, Herod was immediately
disturbed ; and indeed was the more astonished, because the
same things were related to him by some others also. He
then called to mind bis former calamity, and considered, that
the disorders in his family had hindered him from enjoying
any comfort from those that were dearest to him, or from his
wife whom he loved so well ; and suspecting that his future
troubles would soon be heavier and greater than those that
were past, he was ingreat confusion of mind, for Divine Provi--
dence had in reality conferred upon him a great many out-
ward advantages for his happiness, even beyond his hopes,
but the troubles he had at home, were suchas he never ex-
pected to have met with, and rendered him umfortunate ;
+ nay, both sorts came upon him to such a degree as no.ane
could imagige, and made it a doubtful question, whether,
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‘upon the comparison of both, he ought to have exchanged
-80 great a success of outward good things for so great mis-
fortunes at home, or whether he ought not to have chosen to
-avoid the calamities relating to his family, though he had,
for a_compensation, never been possessed of the admired
grandeur of a kingdom. ’
3. As he was thus disturbed and afflicted, in order to de-
press these young men, he brought to court another of his
sons, that was born to him when he was a private man ; his
name was Antipater: yet did he not then indulge him as he
- did afterwards, when he was quite overcome by him, and let
him do every thing as he pleased, but rather with a design
-of depressing the insolence of the sons of Mariamne, and
managing this elevation of his so, that it might be for a wara- |
" ing to them, for this bold behaviour of theirs [be thought,}
-would not be sogreat, if they were once persuaded, that the
. succession to the kingdom did not appertain to them alone,
or must of necessity come to them. So he introduced Anti-
 pater as their antagonist, and imagined that he made a good
- provision for discouraging their pride, and that after this was
done to the young men, there might be a proper season for
expecting these to be of a better disposition: but the event
E;oved otherwise than he intended, for the young men thought
- he did them a very great injury ; and as Antipater was a
shrewd man, when he had once obtained this degree of free-
dom, and began to expect greater things than he had before
hoped for, he had but one single design in his head, and that
. was to distress his brethren, and not at all to yield to them
the pre-eminence, but to keep close to his father, who was
already alienated from them by the calumnies he had heard
about them, and ready to be wrought upon in any way, his
zeal against them should advise him to pursue, that he might
be. continually more and more severe against them. Ac-
eordin%:y, all'the reports that were spread abroad came from
him, while he avoided himself, the suspicion as if those dis-
- coveries proceeded from him, but he rather chose to make
use of those persons for his assistants that were unsuspected,
- and such as might be believed to speak truth, by reason of
the good-will they bore to the king ; and indeed there were
. already not'a few who cultivated a friendship with Antipater,
. in hopes’of gaining somewhat by him, and these were the
. men who most of all persuaded Herod, because they ap-
- peared to speak thus out of their good-will to him : and while
- these joint accusations, which from various foundations sup-
- ported one another’s veracfz; the young men themselves af~
farther occasions to Antipater also: for they were ab~
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served to shed tears often, on account of the injury that was
offered them, and had their mother in their mouths ; and among
their friends, they ventured to reproach their father, as not
acting justly by them, all which things were with an evil inten-
tion reserved jn memory by Antipater against a proper oppor-
tunity ; and when they were told to Herod, with aggravations
increased the disorders so much, that it imught a great tu-
mult into the family ; for while the king was velzlangry at
the imputations that were laid upon the sons of Mariamne,

was desirous to humble them, he still increased the ho-
nour that he had bestowed on Antipater ; and was at last so
overcome by his persuasions, that he brought his mother to
court also. He also wrote frequently to Ceesar in favour to
him, and more earnestly recommended him to his care par-
ticuiarly. And when Agrippa was retumning to Rome, after
he had finished his ten years’ government in Asia,* Herod
sailed from Judea ; and when he met with him, he had none
with him but Antipater, whom he delivered to Agrippa, that
he might take him along with him, together with many pre-
sents; that so he might become Cesar’s friend, insomuch,
that things already looked as if he had all his father’s fa-
vour, and that the {younE men were already entirely rejected
from any hopes of the kingdom.

CHAPTEHR IV.

HOW, DURING ANTIPATER’S ABODE AT ROME, HEROD BROUGHT
ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS BEFORE CESAR, AND AC-
CUSED THEM. ALEXANDER’S DEFENCE OF HIMBELF BEFORE
CESAR, AND RECONCILIATION TO HIS FATHER.

1. ANp now what happened during Antipater’s absence
augmented the honour to which he had been promoted, and
his apparent eminence above his brethren, for he had made a
great figure in Rome, because Herod had sent recommenda-
tions of him to all his friends there, only he was grieved that
he was not at home, nor had properopportunities of perpetu-.
ally calumniating his brethren ; and his chief fear was, lest
his father should alter his mind, aad entertain'a most favour-
able opinion of the sons of Mariamne ; and as he had this in
his mind, he didnot desist from his purpose, but continually
sent from Rome any such stories as he hoped might grieve.

# This interval of ten years for the duration of Marcus Agrippa’s
government in Asia, seems to be true, and agrecable to the Roman his-
Yor7. See Usher’s Annals at A. M. 3392.

"ol, 11, PR
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and irritate his fatber againsc misbrethren,under pretence m
deed of a deep concern for his preservation, but in truthsuch , .
as his malicious mind dictated, in order to purchase a greater
. bﬁge of the succession, which yet was already great initself :
_and thus he did till he had excited such a d of anger in
Herod, that he was already become verly ill disposed toward
the young men ; but still, while he delayed to exercise so
violent a disgust against them, and that he might not either
be too remiss, or too rash, and so offend, he t t it best
"to sail to Rome, and there accuse his sons before Cesar; and
not indulge himself in any such crime as might he heinous
enough to be suspected of impiety ; but as he was going up
to Rome, it happened that he made such haste as to meet
with Casar at the city Aquileia :* so when he came to the
speech of Casar, he asked for a time for hearing this great
cause, wherein he thought himself very miserable, and pre-
sented his sons there, and accused them of their mad actions,
and of their attemlits against him : that * they wereenemies
to him; and by all the means they were able,did their en-
deavours to show their hatred to their own father, and would
take away his life, and so obtain his kingdom, after the nost
barbarous manner ; that he had power from Ceesar to dis
of it, not by necessity, but by choice, to him who shall ex-
ercise the greatest i_)ie toward him, while these my sons
are not so desirous of ruling, as lhef' are, upon a disappoint-
ment thereof, to expose their own life, if so be they may but
deprive their father of his life, so wild and polluted is their
mind by time become, out of their hatred to him; that
whereas he had a long time borne this his misfortune, he
was now compelled to lay it before Cesar, and to pollute his

ears with such language, while he himself suffered wants to - '

know what severity they have ever suffered from him? or
what hardships he hath ever laid upon them to make them
complain of him? and how they can think it just that he should
not be lord of that kipgdom, which he in a long time, and
with great dangers had gained, and not allow him to kees
it, and to dispose of it to him that shall deserve it best ? an
* Although Herod met Augustus at Aquileia, yet was this accusation
of his sons deferred till they came to Rome, as sec. 3. assures us, and as
we are particularly informed in the history of the War, B. i c. xxiii. sec.
3. vol. v. though what he here says, belonged distinctly to Alexander
the elder brother, I mean his being brought to Rome, is here justly ex-
tended to both the brothers, and that not only in our copies, but in thag
of Zonoras also : nor is there reason to doubt but they were both at this
solemu hearing by Augustus, although the defence was made by Alex-
andemr alone, who was the elder brother, and one that could speak very
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this, with other advantages, he proposes as a reward for the
piety of such a one as will theregﬁer imitate the care he hath
taken of it, and that such a one may gain sogreat a requital
as that is : and that it is an impious thing for them to pretend
to meddle with it beforeband, for he who hath ever the king-
dom in his view, at the same time reckons upon procuring
the death of his father, because otherwise he cannot come at
the government : that as for himself, he bad hitherto given
them all that he was able, and what was agreeable to such as
are subject to royal authority, and the sons of a king ; what
ornaments they wanted, with servants, and delicate fare,and
had married them into the most illustrious families, the one

Aristobulus] to his sister’s daughter, but Alexander to the

aughter of king Archelaus: and what was the greatest
favour of all, when their crimes were so very bad, and he
had authority to punish them, yet had he not made use of it
against them, but bad brought them before Czsar, their com-
mon benefactor, and had not used the severity which either
as a father who had been impiously abused, or as a king who
had been assaulted treacherously, he might have done, he
made them stand upon the level with him in judgment ; tLat,
however, it was necessary that all this should not be passed
over without punishment, nor bimself live in the greatest
fears ; ney, that it was-not for their own advantage to see the
light of the sun, after what they bad done, although they
should escape at this time, since they had done the vilest
things, and would certainly suffer the greatest punishments
that ever were known among mankind.” .

2. These were the accusations which Hered laid with great
vehemency against his sons before Casar. Now the you
men, both while he was speaking, and chiefly at his conclud-
ing, wept, and were in confusion. Now, as to themselves,
they knew in their own conscience tbeg were innocent, but
because they were accused by their father, they were sensi-
ble, as the truth was, that it was hard for them to make their
apology, since though they were at liberty to speak their
minds freely as the occasion required, and might with force
and earnestness refute the accusation, yet was it not now de-
cent so to do. There was, therefore, a difficulty bow they
should be able to speak, and tears, and at length a deep n
followed, while they were afraid, that if they said nothing,
they should seem 10 be in this difficulty from a consciousness
of guilt, nor had threg ang'edefence ready, by reason of their
youth, and the disorder t eg were under ; yet was not Ceesar
unapprized, when be looked upon them in the confusion they
were ip, that their delay to make their defence did not arise
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from consciousness of great enormities, but from their
unskilfulness and modesty. They were also commiserated
by those that were there in particular, and they moved their
father’s affections in earnest till he had much ado to conceal

them.

3. But when they saw there was a kind disposition arisen
both in him and in Czsar, and that every one.of the restdid
either shed tears, or at least did all grieve with them, the one
of them, whose name was Alexander, called to his father, and
attempted to answer his accusation, and said, * O father, the
benevolence thou hast showed to us is evident, even in this
very judicial procedure, for hadst thou had any pernicious
intentions about us, thou hadst not produced ushere before the
common saviour of all, for it was in thy power, both as a king,
and as a father, to punish the guilt‘y ; but by thus bringing us
‘toRome, and making Cesar himself a witness to what is done,
thou intimatest that thou intendest to save us, for no one that
hath a design‘to slay a man will bring him to the temples and
to the altars ; yet are our circumstances still worse, for we
cannot endure to live ourselves any longer if it be believed
that we have injured such a father ; nay, perhaps it would
be worse for us to live with this suspicion upon us, that we
bave injured him, than to die without such guilt: and if our
open defence may be taken to be true, we shall be bappy,
both in paéifring thee, and in escaping the danger we are in,
but if this calumny so prevails, it is more than enough for us
that we have seen the sun this day : which why should we
see, if this suspicion be fixed upon us ? Now it is easy to say
of young men that they desire to reign; and to say farther,
that this evil proceeds from the case of our unhappy mother.
mf;ntly sufficient to produce our present misfor-

accusation does not suit all such young men, and may not be
said of them:all promiscuously? for nothing can binder him
that reigns, if be have children, and their mother be dead,
but the father may bave a suspicion upon all his sons, as in-
tending some treachery to him : but a suspicion is not suffi-
cient to prove such an impious practice. Now let any mary
say, whether we have actually and insolently attempted any
such thing, whereby actions otherwise incredible use to be
made credible ? Can any body prove that poison hath been
prepared ; or prove a conspiracy of our equals, or the cor-
ruption of servants, or letters written against thee ?

indeed there are none of those things but have sometimes
been pretended by way of calumny, when they were never
done ; for a royal family that is at variance with itself, is a
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terrible thing : and that which thou callest a reward of piety,
often becomes, among very wicked men, such'a foundation of
hope, as makes them leave no sort of mischief untried : nor
does any one lay any wicked practices to our charge ; but as
to calumnies by hearsaé. how can he put an end to them, who
will not hear what we have to say ? Have we talked with tco
‘great freedom ? yes ; but not against thee, for that would be
unjust, but against those that never conceal any thing that is
spoken to them. Hath either of us lamented our mother ?
yes ; but not because she Is dead, but because she was evil

spoken of by those who had po reason soto do.: Are we de-

sirous of that dominion which we know our father is possessed
- of ? For what reason can we doso? If we already have
royal honours, as we have, should we not labour in vain ?
And if we have them not, gel, are we not in hopes of them ?
. Or, supposing that we bad killed thee, could we el‘ripect to
obtain thy kingdom ? while neither the earth would let us
tread upon it, nor the sea let us sail upon it, after such an ac-
tion as that : nay, the religion of all your subjects, and the
iety of the whole nation would have prohibited parricides
rom assumning the government, and from entering into that
most holy temple which was built by thee.® But suppose we
‘had made liiht of other dangers, can any murderer go off un-
punished, while Cesar is alive 7 We are thy sons, and not so
impious, or so thoughtless as that comes to, though perhaps
more unfortunate than is convenient for thee. But in case
thou neither fipdest any causes of complaint, nor any trea-
cherous designs, what sufficient evidence hast thou to make
such a wickedness as ours credible ? Our mother is dead in-
deed, but then what befell her might be an instruction to us
to caution, and not an incitement to wickedness. We are

" willing to make a larﬁer apology for ourselves, but actions
never done, do not admit of discourse ; nay, we will make
this agreement with thee, and that beforq desar, the lord
of all, who is now a mediator between us, if thou, O father,
* Since some prejudiced men have indulged a wild suspicion, as we
have su posedlrmid , Antig. B. xv. c. xi’,seoec. 7, that Jpose hus’ his-
tory of ‘lgerod‘s xebui\y('ﬁng the temple is no better than a fable, it may
not be amiss to take notice of this vccasional clause in the speech of
Alexander before his father Herod, in his and his brother’s vindication,

which mentions the temple as known by every body to have been built
by Herod. See John ii. 20. See also another speech of Herod’s own
to the young mtha:‘zuuod down his golden from the front of
the temple, where he takes notice, ¢ How the building of the temple
cost him a vast sum ; and t:ztho Asmoneans, in those 125 years they
held d\eogovommmt, were able to rm so great """k. to the
onour of God, as this was.”  Antig. B, xvii. c. vi. sec. 3. vol. iv
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canst bring thyself by the evidence of truth, to have a mind
free from suspicion concerning us, let us live, though even
then we shall live in an unhappy way; for to be accused of
reat acts of wickedness, though falsely, is a terrible ‘thing H
if thou last any fear remaining, continue thou on in t ‘y
pious life, we will give this reason for our conduct, our life
1s not so desirable to us as to desire to have it, if it tend to
the harm of our father who gave it us.”

4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Casar, who did npt
before believe so gross a calumny, was still more moved b;
it, and looked intently on Herod,and perceived he was a little
confounded; the persons there present were under an anxie:{
about the young men, and the fame that was spread abroad,
made the king hated, for the very incredibility of the calum-
ny, and the commiseration which the flower of youth, and
beauty of body, which were in the young men, pleaded for
assistance, and the more so on this account, that Alexander
had made their defence with dexterity and prudence : nay,
they did not themselves any longer continue in their former
countenances, which had been bedewed with tears and cast
downwards to the nd, but now there arose in them ho
of the best : and tbe king himself appeared not to have had
foundation e to build such an accusation upon

he ha-
ving no real evidence wherewith to convict them. l’ndeed, '

he wanted some apology for making the accusation; but
Ceesar, after some delay, said, that ““ although the young men
were thomuEhl innocent of that for which they were calum-
niated, yet had they been so far to blame, that they had not
demeaned themselves toward their father so as to prevent
that suspicion which was ‘spread abroad concerning them.”?
He also exhorted Herod to la‘y all such suspicion aside, and
to be reconciled to his sons, for that it was not just to give

any credit to any such reports concerning his own children ; .

and that this repentance on both sides might still beal those
breaches that had happened between them, and might im-
E;ove that their -will to one another, whereby on
th sides excusing the rashness of their suspicions, might
resolve to bear a greater degree of affection toward each
other than they had before. After Ceesar bad given them
this admonition, he beckoned to the Xonng men. When,
therefore, they were disposed to fall down to make inter-
cession with their father, he took them up, and embraced
them, as they were in tears, and took each of them distinctly
in his arms, till not one of those that were present, whether
freeman, or slave, but was deeply affected with what they saw.
5. Then did they return thanks to Cesar, and went away
Sogether; and with them went Antipater, with a hypocriti-
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cal ‘mhnee that he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in
the last days they were with Ceesar, Herod made him a pre-
sent of three hundred talents, as he was then exhibiting shows
and largesses to the people of Rome : and Cmsar made him
a present of half the revenue of the copper mines in Cﬁms,
and committed the care of the other half to him, and ho-
noured him with other gifts and incomes ; and as to his own
kingdom, he left it in his own power to appoint which of his
sons he pleased for his successor, or to distribute it in parts
to every one, that the digni? night thereby come to them
all. And when Herod was disposed to make such a settle-
ment immediately, Cesar said * he would not give him
leave to deprive himself while he was alive, of the power
over his kingdom, or over his sons.”
_6. After this, Herod returned to Judea again ; but, during
his absence, no small part of his dominions about Trachon
had revolted, whom yet the commandexs he left there had
vanquished, and compelled to a submission ~gain. Now as
Herod was sailing with his sons, and was come over against
Cilicia, to [the island] Eleusa, which hath now changed its
name for Sebaste, he met with Archelaus, king of Cappado-
cia, who received him kindly, as rejoicing that he was re-
conciled to his sons, and that the accusation against Aléxan-
der, who had married his daughter, was at an end. They
also made one another such presents as it became kings to
make. From thence Herod came to Judea, and to the tem-
le, where he madea s h to the people, concerning what .
. had been done in this his journey : * He also discoursed to

them about Ceesar’s kindness to him, and about as many of
ihe particulars he had done as he thought it for his advan-
tage other people should be acquainted with, At last he
turned his speech to the admonition of his sons : and exhort-
ed those that lived at court, and the multitude, to concord :
and informed them, that his sons were to reign after him ;
Anﬁpater first, and then Alexander and Aristobulus, the sons
of Mariamne ; but he desired that at present they should all
have regard to himself, and esteem him king and lord of all,
since he was not yet bindered by old age, but was in that
period of life when he must be the most skilful in govern-
mg ; and that he was not deficient in other arts of manage-
ment that might enable him to govern the kingdom well,
and to'rule over his children also. He farther told the rulers
under him, and the soldiery, that in case they should look
upon him alone, their life would be led in a peaceable man-
per, and they would make one another happy.” And when
he had said this, he dismissed the assembly. Which speech
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was aceeptable to the greatest part of the audience, but not so
to them all, for the contention among his sons, aud the hopes
he had given them, occasioned thoughts and desires of inno-
vations among them.

eo————
OHAPTER V.

HOW HEROD CELEBRATED THE GAMES THAT WERE TO RETURN
EVERY FIFTH YEAR UPON THE BUILDING OF CESAREA ; AND
HOW HE BUILT AND ADORNED MANY OTHER PLACES AFTER
4 MAGNIFICENT MANNER ; AND DID MANY OTHER ACTIONS
GLORIOUSLY. _ .

1. Asour this time it was that Casarea Sebaste, which he
had built, was finished. The entire building being accom-
plished in the tenth year, the solemnity of it fell into the
twenty-eighth year of Herod’s reign, and into the hundred
and ninety-second Olympiad : there was, accordingly, a great
festival, and most sumptuous preparations made presently in
order to its dedication : far he had appointed a contention in

. music, and games to be performed naked : he had also gotten
ready a great number >f those that fight single combats, and.
of beasts for the like purpose ; horse races also, and the most
chargeable of such sports and shows as used to be exhibited
at Rome and in other places. He consecrated this combat
to Cesar, and ordered it to be celebrated every fifth year.

He also sent all sorts of ornaments for it out of his own fur- -

niture, that it mi%ht want pothing to make it decent : naf,

Julia, Ceesar’s wife, sent a great part of her most valuable

furniture {from Rome,] insomuch that he had no want of any

thing : the sum of them all was estimated at five hundred ta-
lents. Now whena Freat multitude was come to that city to
see the shows, as well as the ambassadors whom other people
sent, on account of the benefits they had received [from He-

md,j he entertained them all in the public inns, and at pub~

lic tables, and with perpetual feasts, this solemnity having in

the day-time the diversions of the fights, and in the night-
time, such merry meetings as cost vast sums of money, and

ublicly demonstrated the generosity of his soul, for in all

is ul ertakinss_ he was ambitious to exhibit what exceeded
whatsoever had been done before of the same kind. And it
is related that Ceesar and Agrippa often said, that ¢ the do-'
minions of Herod were too little for the greatness of his soul,
for that he desetved to have both all the kingdom of Syria,
and that of Egypt also.” '
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2. After this solemnity and these festivals were over, He-
rod erected another city in the bﬁaiﬂ called Capbamsaba
where he chese out a fit place, ‘for plenty of water, and

of soil, and proper for the production of what was
there planted, where a river encompassed the city itself, and
a grove of the best trees for magnitude was round about it :
this he named Antipatris, from his father Antipater. Healso
built upon another spot of ground above Jericho, of the same
. name with his mother, a place of great security, and very
pleasant for habitation, and called it Cypros. He also dedi-
cated the finest monuments to his b r Pbasaelus, on ac-
count of the greatest natural affection there bad been be-
tween them, by erecting a tower in the city itself, not less
than the tower of Pharos, which he named lus, which
was at oice a part of the strong defences of the city, and a
memorial for him that was deceased, because it bare his
name. He also built a city of the same name in the valley
of Jericho, as you go from it northward, whereby he ren-
dered the neighbouring country more fruitful, by the culti-
vation ]its inhabitants introduced : and this also he called
Phasaelus. '

3. But as for his other benefits, it is impossible to reckon
them up, those which he bestowed on cities, both in Syria
and in Greece, and in all the places he came to in his voy-
ages; for he seems to have conferred, and that after a most
splendid manner, what would minister to many necessities,
and the building of public works, and gave them the money
that was necessary to such works as wanted it, to support
them under the failure of their other revenues ; but what was
the %reatest and most illustrious of all his works, he erected
Apollo’s temple at Rhodes, at his own expenses, and gave
theim a great number of talents of silver for the repair of
their fleet. He also built the greatest part of the public edis
fices for the inhabitants of Nicopolis, at Actium :*" and for
the Antiochians, the inhabitants of the principal city of Sy-
ria, where a broad street cuts through the place lengthway,
he built cloisters along it on both sides, and laid the open
road with polished stone, and was of very great advantage to
the inhabitants. And as to the Olympic games, which were
jina very low condition, by reason of the failure of their re-
venues, he recovered their reputation,and appointed reves

® Dr. Hudson here gives us the words of Suetonius conceming this
Nieopolis, when rebuiltit: ¢ And that the memoary of the vice
E‘mm.»Amnm' t be celebrated the more afterwards, he built Nico.

is at Actium,and appointed public shows to be there exhibited every
i J:I".’l'llh August. sec. I& ’ o
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nues for their maintenance. and made that solemn meeting
.more venerable, as to the sacrifices and other ornaments,
and by reason of this vast liberality, he was generally de-
«clared in their inscriptions to be one of the perpetual mana-
gers of those games.
. 4. Now some there are, who stand amazed at the diver- _
sity of Herod’s nature and pu s ; for when we have re-
spect to his magnificence, and to the benefits which he
bestowed. on all mankind, there is no possibility for even
those that have the least res(i)ect_for bim, to deny, or not
" openly to confess, that he had a pature vastly beneficent ;

but when any one looks upon the punishments he inflicted, - .

and the injuries he did, not only to his subjects, but to his
nearest relations, and takes notice of his severe and unrelent-
ing disposition there, he will be forced to allow, that it was
brutish, and a stranger to all humanity ; insomuch, that these
. men suppose his nature to be different, and sometimes at
contradiction with itself: butTam myselz'of another opinion,
and imagine that the occasion of both these sorts of actions
was one and the same, for being a_man ambitious of honour,
and quite overcome by that passion, he was induced to be
magnificent, wherever there appeared any hopes of a future
memorial, or reputation at present; and as his expenses
were beyond his abilities, he was necessitated to be harsh to
his subjects, for the persons on whom he expended his money
were so many, that they made him a very bad procurer of
it; and because he was conscious that he was hated by those
under him, for the injuries he did them, he thought it not an
easy thing to amend his offences, for that was inconvenient
for his revenue, he therefore strove on the other side, to
make their ill-will an occasion of his gains. As to his own
court, therefore, if any one was not very obsequious to him
in his language, and would not confess himself to be his
slave, or but seemed to think of any innovation in his govern-
“ment, he was not able to contain himself, but prosecuted his
yery kindred and friends, and punished them as if they were
enemies ; and this wickedness he undertook out of a’desire
that he might be himself alone honoured. Now, for this m
assertion about that passion of his, we have the greatest evi-
* dence by what he did to honour Casar and Agrippa. and
his other friends ; for with what honours be paid his respects -
to them who were his superiors, the same did he desire to
be paid to himself ; and what he thought the most excellent
present he could make another, he discovered an inclination
to have the like presented to himself. But now the Jewish.
nation is by their law a stranger to all such things, and ac-_

v
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" customed to prefer righteousness to glory ; for which reason
that nation was pot agreeable to him, because it was out of
their power to flatter the king’s ambition with statues or
temples, or other such performances. And this seems to me
.to have been at once the occasion of Herod’s crimes as to
Itis own courtiers, and counsellors, and of his benefactions as
to for iguers, and those that had no relation to him.
ORAPTHR VI.

AN EMBASSAGE OF THE JEWS IN CYRENE AND ASIA TO CESAR,
. CONCERNING THE COMPLAINTS THEY HAD TO MAKE AGAINST
THE GREEKS ; WITH COPIES Of EPISTLES WHICH CESAR AND
AGRIPPA WROTE TO THE CITIES FOR THEM. .
. 1. Now, the cities ill treated the Jews in Asia, and all :
those also of the same nation which lived in Lybia, which
Jjoins to Cyrene, while the former king had given them equal
privileges with the other citizens ; but the Greeks affronted .
them at this time, and that so far as to take away their sa-
cred money, and to do them mischief on other particular oc-
<casions. When, therefore, they were thus aflicted, and found
no end of the barbarous treatment they met with among the
‘Greeks, they sent ambassadors to Ceesar 6n those accounts ;
‘who gave them the same privileges as they had before, ai
sent ﬁellels to the same, purpose to the governor of the 'pro-
vinces : copies of which I subjoin here, as testimonials of the
ancient favourable disposition the Roman emperors had to-
" GesarA high- nd tribune of the people,
2, ** Ceesar Augustus, high-priest, and tribune of the e
ordains thus : since the'nation of the Jews hath been found
grateful to the Roman people, not only at this time, but in
time past also, and chiefly Hyrcanus the high-priest, under
.y father Casar,* the emperor, it seemed good tome and m
counsellors, according to the seritence and oath of the peop!
of Rome, that the Jews haveliberty to make use of their own
customs, according to the law of their fathers, as they made
use of them under Hyrcanus, the high-priest of Almighty
God ; and that their sacred money be not touched, but be .
sent to Jerusalem, and that it be committed to the care of the
veceivers at Jerusalem : and that they be not obliged to go

* Augusuis here calls Julius Casar his father, though, by birth, he
was only his uncle, on account of his adoption by him, ~ See the same,
Aatiq. B. xiv. ¢. xiv sec. 4. . : .




)

280 . ANTIQUITIES

before any judge on the Sabbath ‘day, noron the day of the-
preparation to it, after the ninth hour :* but if any one be
caught stealing their holy books, or their sacred money,
whether it be out of the synagogue, or public school, he shall
be a sacrilegious person, his goods shall be
brought into the public treasury of the Romans. And I give
order, that the testimonial which they have given me, on ac-
count of my regard to that piety which I exercise toward all
mankind, and out of regard to Gaius Marcus Censorinus, to-
gether with the present decree he proposed in that most.
eminent place which hath been consecrated to me by the
community of Asia at Ancyra. And if any one transgress an
?nof whatisabove decreed, he shall be severely punished.””
his was inscribed upon a gjllar in the temple of Caesar,
3. ¢ Cmsar to Norbanus Flaccus, sendeth greeting : Let
those .[ews, how many soever they Le, who have been used,
according to their ancient customs, to send their sacred mo-
ney to Jerusalem, do the same freely.” These were the
decrees of Caesar. ' '
. 4. Agrippa also did himself write after the manner follow-
ing on f of the Jews: * Agrippa, to the magistrates,
senate, and people of the EFhesians, sendeth greeting : I will
that the eare and custody of the sacred money that is carried
to the temple.at Jerusalem, be left to the Jews of Asia to do -
with it accordi? to their ancient custom ; 'and that such as
steal that sacred money of the Jews, and fly to a sanctuary,
shall be taken thence and delivered to the Jews, by the same
law that sacrilegious persons are taken thence. 1have also
written to Sylvanus the prator, that no one compel the Jews
to come before a judge on the Sabbath day.”
5. ¢ Marcus Agrip&a, to the magistrates, senate, and
of Cyrene, sendeth greeting : The Jews of Cyrene have
nterceded with me for the performance of what Augustus
sent orders about to Flavius, the then prator of Lybia, and
to the other procurators of that province, that the sacred mo-
mey may be sent to Jerusalem freely, as hath been their cus-
tom from their forefathers, they corgglaining that they are
abused by certain informers, and under pretence of taxes
which were not due, are hindered from sending them, which
I command to be restored without any diminution or disturb-
ance given to them : and if any of that sacred money in the
oities%e taken (rom their proper receivers, I farther enjoin
that the same be exactly returned tathe Jews in that place.”
" "% "This is authentic. svidénce, that the Jews, in the daysof Augustis,
hegan to prepare for the celsbration of the Sabbath, at the ninth heur
&;:"riday,uthemdmonof the elders did, it seems, then require of

s
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%. “Caius. Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, to the magis-

trates of the Sardians, sendeth greeting : Ceesar hath written
. 10 me, and commanded me not to forbid the Jews, how many

soever they be, from assembling together, according to the
custom of their forefathers, nor from serding their money to
Jerusalem : I have, therefore, written to you, that you ma
know thatboth Ceesar and I would bave you act accordingly.”

7. Nor did Julius Antonius the proconsul write other-
wise. * Tothe magistrates, senate, and people of the Ephe-
sians, sendeth greeting : As I was dispensing justice at Ephe-
sus, on the ides of February, the Jews that dwell in Asia de-
monstrated to me, that Augustus and Agrippa bad permitted~
them to use their own laws aad customs, and to offer those
their first fruits, which every one of them freely offers to the
Deity, on account of piety, and to carry them in a compan
together to Jerusalem without disturbance. They also peti-
tioned me, that I also would confirm, what had been granted
by Augustus and Agrippa, by my own sanction. I would
therefore, have you take notice, that according to the will of
Augustus and Agrippa, I permit them to use and do accord-
ing to the customs of their forefathers without disturbance.” -

8. I have been obliged to set down these decrees because
the present history of our own acts will go generally among
the Greeks ; and 1 have hereby demonstrated to them that
we have formerly been in great esteem, and have not been
prohibited by those governors we were under, from keeping
any of the laws of our forefathers; nay, that we have been
supported by thern, while we followed our own religion, and
the worship we pai(i toGod : and I frequently make mention
of these decrees, in order to reconcile other people to us, and
to take away the causesof that hatred which unreasonable
mwen bear to us. As for our customs,* there is no nation
which always makes use of the same, and in every city al-
most we meet with them different from one another ; but na-
tural justice is most. agreeable to the advantage of all men
equally, both Greeks and barbarians, to which our laws.
have the greatest regard, and thereby render us, if we abide
in them after a pure manner, henevolent and friendly to all

# The nmain'mirnrt of this chapter isa remarkable one, as ju:&tlty'
distinguishing natural justice, religion, and morality, from positive insti-
tutions in all countries, and evideml{jpnferring the former before the
latter, as did the true prophets of God always under the Old Testament,
and Christ and his lpoo.ret always under t{se New : whence our Jose-
us seems Lo have been at this time nearer Christianity than were the
Scribes and Pharisees of his age, who, as we know from the New Tes-
tament, were entirely of a different opinion and practice.



© 282 ANTIQUITEES

men: on which account we bave reason to expect the like
return from others, and to inform them that they ought not
to esteem difference,of positive institutions a ient cause

of alienation, but [ join with us in] the pursuit of virtue and
probity, for this beiouﬁ: to all men in common, and of itsels
alore is sufficient for the preservation of buman life. Inow
- return to the thread of my histery.
OERAPTER VII.

HOW, UPON HEROD’S €0ING DOWN INFO DAVID’S SEPULCHRE,
" THE SEDITION IN RIS FAMILY GREATLY INCREASED.

1. As for Herod, he had spent vast sums about the cities
both without and within his own kingdom ; and as he had
before beard that Hyrcanus, who had been king before him,
had opened David’s sepulchre, and taken out of it three
thousand talents of silver, and that there was a much greater
number left behind, and indeed enough to suffice all his
wants, he had a ﬁgeat while an intention to make the attempt ;
and at this time he opened that sepulchre by night, and went
into it, and endeavoured that it should not be at all known _
in the city, but took only his most faithful friends with him.
As for any money, he found none, as Hyrcanus had done, but
that furmmiture of gold, and these precious goods that were

- laid up there, all which he took away. However, he had a
desire to make a more diligent search, and to go far-
in, evenas far as the very bedies of David and Solomon 5 :
where two of his guards were slain by a flame that burst out
" upon these that went in, as the report was. So he was ter-
tﬁ; affrighted, and went ont, and built a monument to com-
memorate that fright, and this of white stone, at the mouth
of the sepulchre, and that ata great ewpense also. And even

Nicolaus,* his his her, makes mention of this monu-
ment buikt by Hem he does not mention his go

down into the sepulci;m, as knowing that action to be of'?ﬁ
repute : and manny other things he treats of in the same man-
ner in bis book ; for he wrote in Herod’s lifetime, and under

* lti&hmwonhmobuwmionmmﬁmphdvmuwdn
discovery of truth in Hered’s histery, since:he weuld. not follow Nicolaus:
ofDammg:sWus: _mdm hti.:h:lrim, where there was Jnnsontu
suspect. that te: erod ; which impartiality in history Josephus'
" here solemnly professes, and of which impartiality he has: given more:
dt:king e et DaYidrs soalen w'lm“m .

t wealth out vid'a sepulehre, emnot prove i
¥et do I strongly. suspect it from his. vexy histony. - P ..
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his reign, and 80 as to please him, and as a servant to
touching upon nothing but what tended to his glory,
openly excusing many of his nutorious crimes, and very dili-
ntly concealing them. And as he was desirous to put
E:ndsome colours on the death of Mariamne, and her sons,
which were barbarous actions in the king, he tells falsehoods
about the incontinence of Mariamne, and the treacherous de-
signs of his sons upon him ; and thus he proceeded in his
whole work, making a pompous encomium upon what just
actions he had done, but eamestly apologizing for his unjust
ones. - Indeed a man, as I said, may have a great deal to say
by way of excuse for Nicolaus ; for he did not so properly
write this as a histor{ for others, as somewhat that might
be subservient to the king himself. As for ourselves, who
come of a family nearly allied to the Asmonean kings, and
on that account havjng an honourable place, which is the
priesthood, we think it indecent to say any thing that is false
about them, and accordingly we have described their actions
after an unblemished and upright manner. And although
we reverence many of Herod’s posterity, who still reign,
yet do we pay a greater regard to truth than to them, and
this thouih it sometimes happens that we incur their dis-
pleasure by so doing. ‘

2. And indeed Herod’s troubles in his family seemed to be
augmented by reason of this attempt he made upon David’s
sepulchre, whether divine vengeance increased the calami-
ties he lay under, in order to render them incurable, or
whether fortune made an assault upon him in those cases,
‘wherein the seasonableness of the cause made it strongly
believed that the calamities came upon him for his impiety,
for the tumult was like a civil war in his palace, and their
hatred toward one another was like that where each one
strove to exceed another in calumnies. However, Antipa-
ter used stratagems perpetually against his brethren, and
that very cunui ll{: while abroad, be loaded them with
accusations, but still took upon him frequently to apologize
for them, that this apparent benevoleuce to them gﬁght
make him be believed, and forward his attempts against
them, by which means, he, affer various manners, eircum-
vented his father, who believed that all he diet was for his
Ppreservation. Herodralso recommended Ptolemry, who was
a great director of the affairs of his kingdom, to Antipater ,
.and consulted with his mother about the public affairs also.
And indeed these were all in alt, and did what they pleased,

and made the king angry agamst any other persons, as
thought it might be to- therr own advantage : but stil} the

.



- 284 . ANTIQUITIRS

sons of Mariamne were in a worse and worse condition pers
. petually, and while they were thrust out, and set in a more
dishonourable rank, who yet, by birth, were the most noble,
they could not bear the dishonour. And, as for the women,
Glaphyra, Alexander’s wife, the daughter of Archelaus,
hated Salome, both because of ber love to her husband, and
because Glaap’l:{yra seemed to behave herself somewhat. in-
solently toward Salome’s daughter, who was the wife of Aris-
tobulus ; which equality of bers to herself, Glaphyra took
very 1mpatientlg.
3. Now, besides this second contention that had fallen
among them, neither did the king’s brother Pheroras keep
himself out of trouble, but bad a particular foundation for
suspicion and hatred ; for he was overcome with the charms
of his wife, to such a de;éree of maduess, that he despised
the kin{: daughter to whom he had.been betrothed, and
wholly bent his mind to the other, who had been but a ser-
vant.  Herod also was grieved by the dishonour that was
dope him, because he bad bestowed man?' favours upon him,
and had advanced him to that height of power that he was
almost a partner with him in the kingdom, and saw that he
‘had riot made him a due return for his favours, and esteemed
himself unhappy on that account. So upon Pherora’s un- -
worthy refusal, he iave the damsel to Phasaelus’ son ; but
alter some time, when he thought the heat of his brotl)er’a .
affections was over, he blamed bim for his former conduct.
and desired him to take his second daughter, whose name
was Cypros. Ptolemy also advised him to leave off affront~
ing his ﬁrother. and to forsake her whom he had loved, for
that it was a base tbimﬁo be so enamoured of a servant as
to deprive himself of the king’s good-will te him,and be-
come an occasion of his trouble, and make himself hated by
him. Pheroras knew that this advice would be for his own
advantage particularly because he had been accuced be-
fore, an tzorgiveu' so he put his wife away, although he
already had a son l)y her, and engaged to the ki ';Eat he
would take his second daughter, and agreed that the thirti-
.eth day after should be the day of marriaie; and sware he
would have no farther, conversation with her whom he ha¢
put away : but when tbe thirty days were over, he was suck
a slave to his affections, that he no-longer performed any
thing he had promised, but continued still with his former
wife. This occasioned Herod to grieve openly, and made
him angry, while .the king dropped one word or other a-
gainst Pheroras per})etua!ly ; and many made the king’s an-
ger an opportunity for raising calumnies against him. Nor
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had the king any longer a single quiet day orhour : but oc- ,
casions of one fresh quarrel or another arose a bis
relations, and those that were dearest to him; for Salome
was of a harsh temper, and ill-natured to Mariamme’s sons
nor would she suffer her own daughter, who was the wife'of
Aristobulus, one of those young men, to bear a -will to
‘her husband, but persuaded her, to tell her, if he said any
thing to her in private, and when any misunderstandings
‘happened, as is common, she raised a great many suspicions
out of it; by which means she learned all their concerns,
and made the damsel ill-natured to the y: man. And
m order to gratify her mother, she often said, that the young
‘nen used to mention Mariamne when they were by them-
velves ; and that they hated their father, and were contin-
ually threatening, that if they had onice got the kingdom,
they would make Herod’s sons by his other wives country
school-masters, for that the present education which was
‘given them, and their diligence in learning, fitted them for
such an employment. And as for the women, whenever
they saw them adorned with their mother’s clothes, they
threatened, that instead of their {resent gaudy apparel, they
should be clothed in sack-cloth, and confined so closely,
that they should not see the l'ght of the sun. These stories
were presently carried by Salome to the king, who was
troubled to hear them, and endeavoured to make up mar- .
ters: but these suspicions afflicted him, and becoming more
and more uneasy, be believed every body against every
body. However, upon his rebuking his sons, and bearing
the “defence they made for themselves, he was easier for a
nhilei‘tihougb a little afterwards much worse accidents came
apon him,

4. For Pheroras came to Alexander, the husband of Gla-
phyra, who was the daughter of Archelaus, as we have al-
ready told you, and said that be had heard from Salome, that
Herod was enamoured of Glaphyra,and that his passion for
her was incurable. When Alexander heard that, he was all

on fire from bis youth and jealousy ; and he interpreted the
" stances of Herod’s ebliging behaviour to lier, which were
very frequent, for the worse, which came from those suspi«
cions he had -on account of that word which fell from Phero-
ras ; nor could he conceal his grief at the thing, but informed
him what words Pherorashad said.© Upon which Herod was
in a greater disorder thanever ; and not bearing such a false
calumny, which was to his shame, was much disturbed at it :
snd often did be lament the wickedness of his domestics, and
how goodhe had been to them, atd how ill requitalsthey had



286 -~ ANTIQUFNES

-made him. So he sent for Pheroras, and reproachked him,
and said,  Thou vilest of all men! art thou come to that
unmeasurable and extravagant degree of ingratitude, as not
culy to suppose such things of me, but to speak of them ?" I
now indeed perceive what thy intentions are : it is not thy
_only aim to reproach me, when thou usest such words to my
son, but thereby to persuade him to plot against me, and get
_me destroyed hy poison. And who is there, if he had nota
good genius at his elbow, as hath my son, but would not bear
such 1 sus ic{g:s of;ht;i: father, l;:t wvg::,dhre dl:imsel‘!i'
upon him t suppose that t| ast only drop
a word for him to think oE and not rather hast put a sw%eld
into his hand toslay his father ? And what dost thou mean,
when thou really hatest both him and his brother, to pretend
kindness to them, only in order to raise a reproach against
.ne, and talk of such things as no one but such an impious
wretch as thou art, could either devise in their mind, or de-
clare in their words. Be gone,thou art such a plague to thy
benefactor, and thy brother, and may that evil conscience
of thine go along with thee ; while I still overcome my re-
lations by kindness, and am so far from avenging myself of
them, as'they deserve, that I bestow greater benefits upon
them than.they are worthy of.”
5, Thus did the king speak. Whereupon Pheroras, who
was caught in the very act of his villainy said, that * it was
Salome who was the framer of tius plot, and that the words
came from her.”” But as soon as she heard that, for she was
at hand, she cried out like one that would be believed, that
no such thing ever came out of hermouth : that they all ear-
nestly endeavoured to make the king hate her, and to make
her away, because of the $ood-will she bore to Herod, and
because she was always foreseeing the dangers that were
coming upon him, and that at ggesem thére were more plots
against him than usual ; for while she was the only person
o persuaded her brother to put away the wife he now had,
and to take the king’s daughter, it was no wonder if she were
hated by him. As she said this, and often tore ber hair, and
" often beat ber breast, her countenance made her denial to be
believed, but the perverseness of her manners declared at
the same time her dissimulation in these proceedings : but
Pheroras was caught between them, and had nothing plausi
ble to offer in his own defence, while he confessed that he
had said what was charged him, but was not believed
when he said he had heard it from Salome ; so the confusion
among them was increased, and their quarrelsome words ane
to agother. At last the king, out of his hatred to his brother
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and sister, sent them both away : anu ~hen he had com-
mended the moderation of his son, and that he had bimself
told him of the report, he went in the evening to refresh
himself.  After such a contest as this had fallen out among
them, Salome’s reputation suffered greatly, since she was
supposed to haVe first raised the calumny ; and the king’s
wives were grieved at her, as knowing she was a very ill-
natured woman, and would soinetimes be a friend, and some-
times an enemy at different seasons : so they perpetually
said one thing or other against her, and somewhat that now
fell Ol’ig made them the bolder in speaking against her.

6. There was one Obodus, king of Arabia, an inactive and
slothful man by his nature ; but Sylleus managed most of his
affairs to him. He was a shrewd man, although he were but
young, and was handsome withal. This Sylleus, upon some
occasion coming to Herod, and supping with him, satv Sa-
lome, and set.his b -art upon her ; and understanding that she
was a widow, he discoursed with her. Now, because Salome -
was at this time less in favour with her brother, she looked
upon Sylleus with some passion, and was ve hrnest to be
married to him ; and on the days following, there appeared
many and those very great indications of their agreement to-
gether. Now, the women carried this news to the king, and
" Jaughed at the indecency of it ; whereupon Herod inquired
about it farther of Pheroras, and desired bim to observe them
at supper, how their behaviour was one toward another ; who
told him, that by the signals which came from their heads and
‘their eyes they both were evidently in love. After this, Syl-
leus the Arabian, being suspected, went away, but came again
two or three months afterwards, as it were on that very de- -
sign, and spoke to Herod about it, and desired that Salome
might be given him to wife, for that his affinity might not be
disadvantageous to his affairs, by a union with Arabia, the
government of which country was already in effect under his

ower, and more evidently would be his hereafter. Accord-
ingly, when Herod discoursed with his sister about it, and
ars’;ied her, whether she was disposed to this match ¢ she im-
mediately agreed to it. But when Sylleus was desired to

come over to the Jewish reh%xon. and then he should marry
ber, and that % was impossible to do it on any other terms, .
he would rot Begr that proposal, and went his way ; for he
said, that if he“thould do so, he shauld be stoned by the
Arabs.” Then did Pheroras reproach Salome for her incon-
tinency, as did the women mnch more ; and said, that Syl-
leus had debauched her. Asfor that damsel, which the king
bad betrothed to his brother Pheroras, but he had not taken

7



YET ARCHELAUS, KING OF CAPPADOCIA, RECONCILED T ni3
FATHER HEROD AGAIN.

1. Bor still the affairs of Herod’s family were no better,
but perpe more troublesome. Now this accident hap-
ich arose from no decent occasion, but ed
so far as to bring Eeat difficulties upon bim. Te were
certain eunuchs, which the king had, and on account of their
beauty was very fond of them ; and the care of bringing him
drink was intrusted to one of them, of bringing him his su
pet to another, and of putting him to bed to the third, w)
also managed the principal affairs of the government : and
there was one told the king that these eunuchs were corrupted :
Alexander the king’s son, with great sums of money ; and .
they were asked, whether Alexander had criminal con-
versation with them ? they confessed it, but said they knew
of no further mischief of bis against his father ; but when they
were more severely tortured, and were in the utmost extrem-
ity, and the tormentors, out of compliance with Antipater,
stretched the rack to the very utmost, they said, that Alex-
ander bare great ill-will and innate hatred to his father ; and
. that he told them, that Herod despaired to live much lon%er;
and that in order to cover his great age, he coloured his hair
black, and endeavoured to conceal what would discover how
old he was ; but that if be would apply himself to him, when
he shoyld attaip the kingdom, which in spite of his father,
could come to no one else, he should quickly have the first =
place in that kingdom under him, for that he was now reads
to take the kinésom, not only as his birth-right, but by th
preparations he had made for obtaining it, because a grea.
many of the rulers, and a great many of his friends, were of -
his side, and these ne ill men neither, ready both to do and
to suffer whatsoever should come on that account
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a - 2 When Herod heard this confession, he was all over an-
* wer and fear, some parts seeming to him reproachful, and
_ some made him suspicious of dangers that attended him, in-

somuch that on both accounts he was provoked,and bitterly
afraid lest some more heavy plot was laid against him than
he should be then able to esca%e from ; whereupon he did
not now make an open search, but sent about spies to watch
such as he suspected, for he was now overrun with suspicion
and hatred against all about him ; and indulging abundance
of those suspicions, in order to his )preservation, continued
to suspect those that were guiltless : nor did he set an;
bounds to himself, but supposing that those who staid wit|
him had the most power to hurt him,they were to him ve

frightful ; and for those that did not use to come to him, it - °

seemed enough to name them [to make them suspected,a
and he thought himself safer when they were lestroyed: and °
-at last his domestics were come to that ‘pass, that being no
way secure of escaping themselves, they fell to accusing one
another, and imagining that he who first accused anothey,
was most likely to save himself; yet when any had over-
thrown others, they were hated, and they were thought to
suffer justly, who unjustly accused others, and they only -
thereléy revented their own accusation : nay, they now ex-.
ecuted their own private enmities b{]ethis means; and when
they were caught, they were punished in the same way.
Thus these men contrived to make use of this opportunity
as an instrument and a snare against their enemies, yet
when they tried it, were themselves caught also in the same
. snare which they laid for others: and the king soon re- .
pented of what he had done, because he had no clear evi-
dence of the guilt of those whom he had slain; and yet
what wag still more severe in him, he did not make use o
his rr?entance in order to leave off doing the like again, but
in order to inflict the same punishment upon their accusers.
3. And in this state of disorder were the affairs of the pa-
lace : and he had already told many of his friends directly,
that they ought not to appear before him, nor come into the
palace ; and the reason of this injunction was, that [when
they were there] he had less freedom of actmg, or a greater
. restraint on himself on their account : for at this time it was
that he expelled Andromachus and Gemellus, men who had
of old been his friends, and been very useful to him in the
affairs of the kingdom, and been of advantage to his family
by their em| es and counsels; and had been tutors to
his sons, and had in a manner the first degree of freedom
m%lr: !‘liﬂl,il He expelled éndromachus, because his son De-
ol IIL v )
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metrius was 4 tompanion to Alexander; and Gemellas, be-
cause he knew that he wished him well, which arose :
his having been with him in his youth, when he was at school,
and absent at Ragw.: These he expeled out of his palace,
and was willing to bawe done worse by them ; bat
that be might netweem t take yach liberty against men of
sogreat reputstion, he contuntedhimaelf with depriying them:
of their dignilyy'and of their:power to hinder his wicked pro-

N
4 Now ®:was Antipater who was the cause of all this ;
whe, wr 'he knew what a mad and licentious way of act-
ing his/father was in, and had been a great while owe of his -
coutsollors, be hurtied him on, and then thought he should
bring-Jiss to do somewhat to purpuse, when every one that
oppose him was taken away. When therefore An-
dvomachus and his friends were driven away, and had no
discourse nor freedom with the king any longer, the king, in
the first place, examined by torture ail whom he cht to
- be faithfgl to Alexand'er, whether they knew of any of his at-
tempts againsthim ; but these died without having any thing'
to say to that matter, which made the king more zealous
[after discoveries,] when he could not find out what evil pro-
ceedings he suspected them of. As for Antipater, he was
v ious o raise a calumay against those that were
' y- a8 if their denial was only their constancy
and fidelity [to Alexander,] and thereupon provoked Herod
to discover by the torture of great numbers, what attempts
were still concealed. Now there was a certain person out
of the many that were tortured, who said that he knew that
the young wen had often said, that when he was commended ' .
as a tall man in his body,am‘i a gkilful marksman, and that
in his other commendable exercises be exceeded all men, .
these ‘qualifications given him by nature, though good in
themselves, were not advantageous to him, because his fa-
ther was grieved at them, and envied him for them: and
" that when he walked along with his father, he endeavoured
to depress, and shorten bumself, that be might not appear
too tail ; and that when he shot at any thing, as he was hunt-
ing, when his father was by, he missed his mark on purpose,
for he knew how ambitious his father was of being superior
_in such exercises. So when the man was tormented about
this saying, and had ease given his.body after it, he added
that he had his brother Aristobulus for his assistance, and
. contrived to lie in wait for their father, as they were hunting,
to kill him ; and when they had done so, to fly away to
Rome, and desire to have the kingdom given them. ngge
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were a so letters of the ouns man found, written to his bro-
ther, wherein he complained, that his father did not-act
Justly in fiving Antipatera country whose [yearly] revenues
amouynted to two hundred talents.” Upon these confessions,
Herod presently thought he had somewhat to depend on in
his own opinion, as to his suspicion about his sons : so he
took up Alexander and bound him: yet did he still con-
tinue to be uneasy, and was not quite satisfied of the truth
of what he had heard : and when he came to recollect him-
self, he found that they had only made juvenile complaints
and contentions, and that it was an incredible thing, that
when his son should have slain bim, he should openly io to
Rome [to beg the kingdom,] so he was desirous to have
some surer mark of his son’s wickedness, and was very so-
licitousabout it, that he might not appear to bave condemned
him to be put in prison too rashly ; so he tortured the prin-
cipal of Alexander’s friends, and put not a few of them to
-death, without getting any of the things out of them which
he suspected. And while Herod was very busy about this
matter, and the palace was full of terror and trouble, one
of the younger sort, when he was in the utmest agony, con-
fessed that Alexander had sent to his friends at Kome, and
desired that he might be quickly invited thither by Ceesar,
and that he could discover a plot against him, that Mithri-
dates, the king of Parthia, was gomed in friendship with
his father against the Romans, and that he had a poisonous
potion prepared at Askelon. ) .

5. To these accusations Herod gave credit, and enjoyed
hereby, in his miserable case, some sort of consolation in ex-
cuse of his rashness, as flattering himself with finding thi
in so bad a condition : but as for the poisonous potion, whic|
he laboured to find, he could find none. As for Alexander,
he was very desirous to vate the vast misfortunes, he
was under, so he pretended not to deny the accusations, but

unished the rashness of his father with a greater crime of

is own; and perhages he was willing to make his father
ashamest of his e lief of such calumnies : he aimed es-
pecially, if he could gain belief to his story, to plague him,
and his whole kingdom : for he wrote four fetters, and sent
them to him, that * he did not need to return any more per-
sone, for he had plotted against him ; and that he had for his
partners Pheroras, and the most faithful of his friends ; and

_ that Salome came into him by night, and that she lay with him
whether he would orno.; and that all men were come to be
of one mind, to make away with him as soon as they could,

* and soget clear of the continual fear they yrere in from him,*
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Among these were accused Ptolemy and Sapinnius, who were
the most faithful friends to the king. And what mere can
be said, but that those who before were the most intimate
friends, were become wild beasts to one another, asifa cer-
tain madness had fallen upon them, while there was no room
for defence or reputation, in order to the discovery of the
truth, but a]l were at random doomed to destruction ; so that
some lamented those that were in prison, some those that
were put to death, and others lamented that they were in
expectation of the same miseries ; and a melancholy selitude
rendered the kingdom deformed, and quite the reverse to
that happy state it was formerly in. Herod’s own life also
was entirely disturbed ; and because he could trust nobody,
he was sorely punished by the expectation of farther misery,
-for he often fancied in his imagination that his sen had fallen
upon him, or stood by him with-a sword in his hand ; and
us was his mind night and day, intent upon this thing, and
revolved it over and over, no otherwise than if he were un-
der a distraction. And this was the sad condition Herod was
wow in. - : - |
_ 6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, heard of the .
state that Herod was in, and being in great distress about his
daughter, and the young man [her busband,] and grieving -
. with Herod, as with a man that was his friend, on account of

so great a disturbance as he was under, he came [to Jerusa~ -

lem) on purpose to compose their differences : and when he
found Herod in such a temper, he thought it wholly unsea- -
sonably to reprove him, or to pretend that he had done any
thing rashly, for that he should thereby naturally bring him
to dispute the point with him, and by still more and more
apoloFizing for himself to be the more irritated, he went,

. therefore, another . way to work, in order to correct the for-
mer misfortunes, and appeared angry at the young man, and
said, that Herod had been so_very mild a man that he had

"not acted a rash part at all. He also said he would dissolve

-his daughter’s marriage with Alexander, nor could in justice
spare his own daughter, if she were conscious of any thing,

» and did not inform Herod of it. When Archelaus appeared
to be of this temper, and otherwise than Herod expected or
imagined,and for the main, took Herod’s part,and was
on his account, the king abated of his harsbness, and «

. occasion from his appearing to have acted justly hitherto, to
come by degrees to put on the affection of a father and was :
on both sides tobe pitied ; for when some persons refuted the
calumnies that were laid on the young man, he was thrown
into a passion, but when Archelaus joined in the accusation,
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he was dissolved into tears and sorrow, after an affectienata
manner. Accordingly, he desired that he would not dis-
solve his son’s marriage, and became not so as before
for his offences. So when Archelaus had brought him to a
more moderate temper, he transferred the caiumnies upon
his friends ; and said, it must be owing to them that so you

a man, and one unacquainted with malice, was corrupted,
and he supposed that there was more reason to suspect the
brother than the son. Upon which Herod was yery much
displeased at Pheroras, who indeed had now no one that

_could make a reconciliation between him and his brother.

So when he saw that Archelaus had the greatest power with
Herod, he betook himself to him in the habit of a mourner,
and like one that bad all the signs upon him of an undore
man. Upon this Archelaus did not overlook the interces-
sion he made to him, noll;{et did he undertake to change the
king’s disposition toward him immediately ; and he said,
that it was better for him to comeé himself to the kinE, and
confess himself the occasion of all, that this would make the
king’s anger not be so extravagant toward him, and that then
he would be present to assist him. When he bad persuaded
him to this, he 5ained his point with both of them ; and the
calumnies raised against the young man were, beyond all ex-
pectation, wiped off.  And Archelaus, as soon as he had made
the reconciliation, went then away to Cappadocia, having
proved at this juncture of time, the most acceptable person
to Herod in the world ; on which account, he gave him the

" richest presents, as tokens of bis respects to him, and being

on other occasions magnanimous, he esteemed him one of
his dearest friends. He also made an agreement with him
that he would go to Rome, because he had written to Casar
about these affairs : so they went together as far as Antioch,
and there Herod madé a reconciliation between Archelaus
and T'itus, the president of Syria, who had been greatly at

, variance, and so-returnéd back to Judea.

OHAPTER IX.

CONCERNING THE REVOLT OF THE TRACHONITES ; HOW SYL-
LEUS ACCUSED HEROD BEFORE CESAR; AND HOW HEROD,
WHEN CESAR WAS ANGRY AT HIM, RESOLVED TO SEND NICO-
LAUS TO ROME. ,

1. Waen Herod had been at Rome, and was come back
again, a war arose between him and the Arabians, on the
occaston following : the inhabitants of Trachonitis, after Ce-

Vol. 1L ° 25%
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, insinuated himself into the know}edge of
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robherswere in Arabia, and put off the payment of the \
about which there was a_hearing before Saturninus and Vo-
lumnius, who were then the presidents of Syria. * At last he,
b{outbeir means agreed, that within thirty days’ time Herod
should be paid his money ; and that each of them should de-
liver up the other’s subjects reciprocally. Now, as to Herod,
there was not one of the other’s subjects found in his kingdom,
either as doing any injustice, or on other account, but
i:l was proved that the Arabians had robbers amongst
them.

2. When this dag arpointed for the payment of the money
was past, without Sylleus’ performing any part of his agree-
ment, and he was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the pay-
ment of the money, and that the robbers that were in Arabia
should be delivered up; and by the permission of Saturni-
nus. and Volumnius, executed the judgment himself upon
those that were refractory. He took an army that he had,
and led it into Arabia, and in three days’ time, by forced
marches, arrived at the gariison wherein the robbers were :
he made an assault upon them, and took them all and demo-
lished the place, which was called Raepta, but did no barm
to any others ; but as the Arabians came to their assistance,
under Naceb their captain, there ensued a battle, wherein a
few of Herod’s soldiers, and Naceb, the captain of the Ara-
bians and about twenty of his soldiers fell, while the rest
betook themselves to flight. So when he had brought these
to punishment, he placed three thousand Idumeans in Tra-
chonitis, and thereby restrained the robbers that were there,
‘He also sent an account to the captains that were about Phce«
nicia, and demonstrated that he had done nothing but what
he ought to do, in punishing the refractory Arabians, which
upon an exact. inquiry, they found to be no more than what
was true. .

, 3. However, messengers were hasted away to Sylleus tq
Rome, and informed him what had been done, and, as is
usual, aggravated every thing. Now Sglleus had already

esar, and was then
about the ‘S)alace: and as soon 3s he heard of these things,
he changed his habit into black, and went in, and told Casar,
that * Arabia was afflicted with war, and that all his kingdom
was irgreat confusion, upon Herod’s laying it waste with his
army : and he said, with tears in his eyes, that two thousand

* These joint presidents of Syria, Saturninus and Volumnius, were
not perhaps of equal agthoni;y, but the latter like a procurator urider the

former, as the very leamed Noris and Pagi, and with them Dr, Hudson,
determine. . :

¢
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five hundred of tl;:dprincipal men among thie Arabians had
been destroyed, that their captain Naceb, his familiar
friend and kinsman, was slain ; that the riches that were
at Raepta were carried off ; and that Obodas was despised,
whose nfirm state of body rendered him unfit for war : on
which account neither he, nor the Arabian army, were pre-
sent.”” - When Sylleus said so, and added invidiously, that
“ he would not himself have come out of the country, unless
he had believed that Ceesar would have provided that they
should all have peace one with another,and that, had he been
there, he would have taken care that the war should not have
been to Herod’s advantage.” Csar was provoked when
this was said; and asked no more than this one question,
both of Herod’s friends that were there, and of his own -
friends, who were come from Syria, * Whether Herod bad
led any army thither ¥’ and when they were forced to con-
fess so much, Casar, without staying to hear for what reason
he did it, and how it was done,grew very angry, and wrote
to Herod sharply. The sum of this eg:stle‘ was this: that
“ whereas of old he had used him as his friend, he should.
now use him as hissubject.” Sylleus also wrote an account
of this to the Arabians ; who were so elevated with it, that
they neither delivered up the robbers that had fled to them,

- nor paid the money that was due ; they retained those pas-
tures also which they had hired, and kept them witho_t pay-
ing their rent, and all this because the king of the Jews was -
now in a low condition, by reason of Cesar’s anger at him.
Those of Trachonitis also made use of this opportunity, and
rose up against the Idumeangarrigg, and followed the same
way of robbing with the Arabian®who had pillaged their
country, and were more rigid in their unjust proceedings, not
only in order to get by it, but by way of revenge also.

4. Now, Herod was forced to bear all this; that confidence
of his being ?uite gone with which Casar’s favour used to
inspire him ; for Caesar would not admit so much as an em-

, bassage from him, to make an apology for him; and when
they came again, he sent them away without success : so he
was cast into sadness and fear ; and Sylleus’ circumstance
grieved him exceedingly, who was now believed by Cesar,
and was present at Rome, nay, sometimes a?iring higher.

" Now, it came to pass that O was dead ; and Eneas,

. whose name was afterwards changed to Aretas,* took the
government, for Sylleus endeavoured by calumnies to get him

* This Aretas was now become so established a name for the kings
of Arabia, [at Petrea and Damascus,] that when the crown came to thig

Eneas, he changed his name to Aretas, as Havercamp here justly observes.
Seo Antiq. B. 23, ¢. xv, ec. 2. vol. Ji. . :
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turned out of his principality, that he might himse!f take it ;
with which design he gave much money to the courtiers, and
promised much tmouey to Casar, who indeed was angry that
Aretas had not sent to him first before he took the kingdom ;
yet did Eneas send an epistle, and presents to Ceesar, 4nd a
golden crown, of the weight of many talents. Now, that
epistle accused Sylleus as baving been a wicked servant, and
having killed Obodas by poison ; and that while he was alive,
he bgﬁ governed him as he pleased ; and had also debauched
the wives of the Arabians ; and bad borrowed money, in or-
der to obtain the dominion for himself ; yet did not Cesar
ive heed to these accusations, but sent his ambassadors
§ack, without receiving any of his presents: but, in the mean
time, the affairs of Judea and Arabia became worse and
worse, partly because of the anarchy thego‘;vere under, and
partly because, as bad as they were, nobody had power to
%ovem them, for of the two kings, the one was not yet.con-
rmed in his kingdom, and so had not authority sufficient to
restrain the evil doers ;- and as for Herod, Cesar was imme-
diately angrly at him for having avenged himself, and so he
was compelled to bear all the njuries that were offered him,
At length, when he saw noend of the mischief which sur-
rounded him, he resolved tosend ambassadors to Rome again,
to see whether his friends had Erevailed to mitigate Cesar,
and to address themselves to Cesar himself ; and the am-«
 bassador he sent thither was Nicolaus of Damascus.

e——
OHAPTER X.
HOW EURYCLES FALSELY ACCUSED HEROD’S SONS ; AND HOW
THEIR FATHER BOUND THEM, AND WROTE TO CESAR ABOU'F

THEM. OF BYLLEUS; AND HOW HE WAS ACCUSED BY NICO~
LAUS.

1. TreE disorders about Herod’s family and children about
this time grew much worse ; for it now appeared certain, nor
was it unforeseen beforehand, that fortune threatened the
Ereatest and most insupportable misfortunes ible to his

ingdom. Its progress and augmentation at this time, arose
on the occasion following ; one Eurycles, a Lacedemonian,
a person of note there, but a man of perverse mind, and se
cunning in the ways of voluptuousness and flattery, as to in-
dulge both, (and 'yet seemed to indulge neither of them,)
came in histravels to Herod, and made him presents, but so
that he received more presents from him. He also took such

v
v



298 , " ARTIQUITIES

r seasons for insinuating himself into his friendship, that
one of the most intimate of the king’s friends.
He had his lodging in Antipater’s bouse ; but he had not only
access, but free conversation with Alexander, as pretending
to him, that he was in great favour with Archelaus, the king:
of Cappadocia ; whence he pretended much respect to Gla-
phyra, and, in an occult manner, cultivated a friendship with
them all, but alwagl's attending to what was said and done,
that he might be furnished with calumnies to please them
all. In short, he behaved himself so to every body in his
conversation, as to appear to be his particular friend, and
he made others believe that his being anX where was for that
rson’s advantage. So he won upon Alexander, who was
B:ty ; and persuaded him, that he {;ight open hisgrjev-
ances to him with assurance, and to nobody else. So he de-
clared his grief to him, how his father was alienated from
him. He related to him also the affairs of his mother, and
of Antipater ; that he had driven them from their proper dig-
nity, and had the power over every thing himself ; that no
part of this was tolerable, since his father was already come
to hate them ; and be added, that be would neither admit
them to his table, nor to his conversation. Such were the com-
plaints, as was but natural, of Alexander, about the things
that troubled him : and these discourses Eurycles carried to
- Antipater; and told him, he did not inform him of this on
‘his own account, but that being overcome by his kindness
the great importance of the thing obliged him to do it : and
- be warned bim to have a care of ‘Alexander, for that what
he had said was spoken with vehemency, and that, in con-
sequence of what he said, he would certainly kill him with
‘his own hand. Whereupon Antipater, thinking him to be
his friend by this advice, gave him presents upon all occa-
sions, and at | persuaded him to inform Herod of what
he had heard. when he related to the king Alexander’s
ill temper, as discovered by the words he had heard him
speak, he was easily believed by him, and he thereby brought
the king to that pass, turning him about by his words, and
irritating him, till he increased his hatred to him, and made
him im acabie, which he showed at that very time, for he
immediately gave Eurycles a present of fifty talents; who,
- when he had gotten them, went to Archelaus, king of Car-
radocia, and commanded Alexander before him, and told
lim that he had been many ways of advan to him, in
making a reconciliation between him and his father. So he
got money from him also, and went away before his perni-
cious practices were found out» but when Eurycles was re-
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turmed to Lacedemon, be did mot leave off .doing mischief, - -
and 50, for his mauy acts of injustice be was banistred from
his own country. :

2. But as for the king of the Jews, he was not now in the
temper he was in formerly toward Alexander and Aristobu-
Jus, when he had been content with the hearing their calum-
nies when others told him of them, but he was now come to’
that pass as to hate them himself, and to urge men to speak

inst them, though they did not do it of themselves. He
also observed all that was said, and ﬁut_ questions, and gave
ear to every one that would but speak, if they could but say
any thing against them, till at length he heard that Euaratus
of Cos, was a conspirator with Alexander; which thing to
Herod was the most agreeable and sweetest news imaginable.

3. But still a greater misfortune came upon the young men;
while the calumnies against them were continually increased,
and, as a man may say, one would think it was every one's
endeavour-to lay some grievous thing to their charge, which
1night ap to be for the king’s preservation. There were
two guards of Herod’s body, who were in great esteem for
their strength and tallness, Jucundus and Tyrannus ; these
men had been cast off by Herod, who was displeased at them ;
these now used to ride along with Alexander, and for their
skill in their exercises were in great esteem with him, and
had some gold and other gifts bestowed on them. Now the
king having an immediate suspicion of these men, had them
tortured ; who endured the torture courageously for a long
time, but at last confessed, that Alexander would have fper-
suaded them to kill Herod, when he was in pursuit of the
wild beasts ; that it might be said he fell from his horse, and
was run throth by his own spear, for that he bad once such
a misfortune formerly. They also showed where there was
money hidden in the stable under ﬂumd, and these con-
victed the king’s chief hunter, that he bad given the you
men the royal hunting spears. and weapons to Alexander’s
dependants, at Alexander’s command. ‘

4. After these, the commander of the garrison of Alexan-
drium was caught and tortured ; for he was accused to have
promised to receive the young men into his fortress, and to
supply them with that money of the king’s which was laid up
n that fortress, yet did not he acknowledge any thing of it
himself ; but his son came in, and said, it was so, and deli-
vered up the writi;g, which, so far as could be guessed, was
. in Alexander’s hand. Its contents were these : * When we

have finished, by God’s help, all that we have proposed to
. do, we will come to you ; but do your endeavours, as you

-’
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have promised, to:receive us into gowforhéu;” " After this
writing was produced, Herod bad no doubt about the trea-
cherous designs of his sons against him. But Alexander said{
that Diophantus, the scribe, had imitated his hand, and tha
the paper was malicionsly drawn up by Antipater ; for Dio-
phantus appeared to be very cunning in such practices, and
as he was afterwards_convicted of forging other papers, he
was put to death for it.

. _ 6."So the king produced those that had been tortured be-
fore the multitude at Jericho, in order to have them accuse
the young men ; which accusers many of the Xeople stoned
to death ; and when they were goilf to kill Alexander and
Aristobulus likewise, the king would not permit them to do
so, but restrained the multitude, by the means of Ptolemy
and Pheroras. However, the young men were put under a
guard, and kept in custody, that nobody might come at them ;
and al] that they did or said was watched ; and the reproach
and fear they were in was little or nothing different from
those of econdemned criminals: and one of them, who was -
Aristobulus, was so deeply affected, that he brought Salonre,
who was his aunt, and his mother-in-law, to lament with him
for his calamities, and to hate him who had suffered things
to come to that pass : when he said to her, * Artnot thou in

. danger of destruction also, while the report goes that thou
hadst disclosed beforehand all our affairs to Sylleus, when
thou wast in hopes of being married to bim 7’ ~ But she im-
mediately carried these words to her brother : upon this be .
was out of patience, and gave command to bind him ; and

.enjoined them both, now they were kept separate one from

" the other, to write down the 1l things they had done against
their father, and bring the writings to him. So when this
was enjoined them, they wrote this, that they had laid no
treacherous desigm, nor made any preé)arations against their .

" father, but that they had intended to fly away : and that by
the distress they were in, their lives being now uncertain
and tedious to them. )

6. About, this time there came an ambassador out of Cap-
padocia from Archelaus, whose name was Melas : he was
one of the principal rulers under him. So Herod, being de-
sirous to show Archelaus’ ill-will to him, called for Alexan-
der, as he was in his bonds, and asked him again concerni
his flight ; whither and how they had resolved to retire?

_Alexander replied, ‘“to Archelaus, who had promised to
send them away to Rome, but that they had no wicked or
mischievous design against their father, and that nothing of
that nature which their adversaries had charged upon ?Eem

.
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was true’; and that their desire wag, that he might have exa-
mined Tyrannus and Jucundus gne strictly, but that they

‘tad beenhsugddenly slainh!;y thel mm f}f Atlxl:eipater, who put
is own friends among the multitude [for .
7. When this was said, Herod commanded tlgaut gth llex-
ander and Melas should be carried to Glaphyra, Archelaus’

daughter, and that she should be asked, whether she did not

know somewhat of Alexander’s treacherous designs against
Herod ? Now as soon as they were come to her, and she saw

Alexander in bonds, she beat her head, and in a great con- °

sternation, gave a deep and moving groan. The young man
also fell into tears. This was so miserable a spectacle to
those present, that, for a great while, they were not able to
say or {o do any thing ; but at length Ptolemy, who wasor-
dered to bring Alexander, bid him say, whether bis wife
were conscious of his actions? He replied, ** How is it

sible that she, whom I love better than my own soul, l‘);
whom 1 bave had children, should not know what I do 7
Upon which she cried out, that ““ she knew of no wicked de-
signs of his; but yet, if her accusing herself falselg, would
tend to his sreservation. she would confess it all.” Alex-
ander replied, * There is no such wickedness as those (who
ought the least of all so to do,) suspect, which either I have
imagined, or thou knowest of, but this only, that we had re-
solved to retire to Archelaus, and from thence to Rome.”

Which she also confessed, ﬁpon which Herod, supposiog-

that Archelaus’ ill-will to him was full &r:ved, senta letter
by Olympus and Voluminus, and bi m, as they sailed
by, to touch at Eleusa, of Cilicia, and give Archelaus the
Jetter. And that when they had expostulated with him, that

he had a hand in his son’s treacherous designs against him, .

they should from thence sail to Rome ; and that, in case they
found Nicolaus had gained any ground, and that Cesar was
no longer dis'p]eased at him, he should give him his letters,
and the s which he had ready, to show against the you
men. to Archelaus, he made this defence for himself,
that “ he had promised fo receive the young men, because
it was both for their own and their father’s advantage so te
do, lest some too severe procedure.should be gone upon in
that anger and disorder they were in, un occasion of the pre-
sent suspicions ; but that still he had not promised to send
them to Casar ; and that he had not promised any thns else
to the vaonng men that could show any ill-will to him.

8. When these ambassadors were come to Rome, they
had a fit opportunity of delivering their letters to Casar:

because they
Vol 1l
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found”hm reconciled to Herod ; for the cize
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cumstances of Nicélaus’ embassage had'been asfollows: as
soon:as he was come to Rome , and was.about: the-court, be .
did: mot-first of all set about what he:was come for , bug
he thought fit also toi accuse Szlleus; Now the Arabians,
even belore he came to talk with them, were quarrelling one
with another ; and:some of them left Sylleus’ party, and:
Jjoining, themselves to Nicolaus, informed him of all the
wickﬁ things that had been done; and 'produeed to him
evident-demonstrations . of the slaughter of a great number
.of Obodae” friends by Sylleus:; for when these men left Syl-
leus, they had carried off with them those letters whereby
they could convict him. When' Nicolaus saw such an o
ﬁommity afforded himn, he made use of it, in order to gain
is owa point afterwards, and endeavoured immediately to
make a reconciliation between Cazsar and Herod ; for he
was fully satisfied, that if he should desire to make a defence
for Herod directly, he should not be allowed that liberty ;
bt that if he desred to accuse Sylleus,there would an oc-
casion. present itself of speaking -on Herod’s bebalf. So -
when the cause was. ready for a hearing, and the day was
appointed, Nicolaus, while Aretas’ ambassadors were pres--
ent, accused Syleus,;and said, that * he imputed to him the-
destruction of the king [Obodas,] and of many others of the
Arabians : that he had berrowed tneney for nogood design :
and he:proved that he.-had been guilty of adult:gy, not onl
with the Arabians, but Romanwomen also.” And he adde!,
that * above-all the rest, he had alienated Cesar from Her-
* od ; and that all that he had said about the actions of Herod
were falsities.” When Nicolaus was come to this topic,
Caesar stogped him .frem going on, and desired him only to-
speak to this affair of Herod’s; and to show that * he had
not led an-army into Arabia, nor slain two thousand five hun-
dred men there, nor taken prisoners, nor pillaged the coum-
. To which Nicolaus made this answer, ** I shall prin--
cipally demonstrate, that either nothing at all, or but a very~
little-of those imputations are true, of which thou hast been:
informed ; for had they been true, thou mightest justly have -
been-still more angry at Herod.” _ At this strange-assertion,
Casar was very attentive ; and- Nicolaus said, that * there-
‘was a debt-due to-Herod of five hundred talents, and a bond -
wherein it was written, that if the time appointe& beelapsed, -
itsheuld be lawful to make a seizure-out of any-part of his- -
country. Asfor the pretended army, he said; it was uo ar--
niy; but'a party seatout'to require the just payment of the
mouney-: that it was net-sent immediately, norso soon-as the:
bowd allowed, but that:Sylleus had frequently come before-
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‘Saturnious and Volemnius, the presidents of Syria : and that
at last he bad sworn at Berytus, by the fortune of Ceesar,*
‘that he would certainly pay the money within:thirty days,
-and' deliver up the fugitives: that were under his dominion.
.And that when Sylleus had performed nothing of this, Herod
.came again.before the presidents; and upon their gr:fu-
:gion to make a seizure for his mo:?, be,with ditficulty,
<wrent out of his country with-a party of soldiers for that pur-
pose. - And this is all the war which these men sotnxli:ally
describe ; and this is the affair of the expedition into Arabia.
.And bow can this be called a war, when thy presidents per-
mitted it ; the covenants allowed it ; and it was notexecuted,
-till thy name, O Casar, as well as that of the other gods, had
been profaned. And now 1 must speak in order about the
captives. There were robbers that dwelt in Trachonitis :
at first their number was no more than forty, but they be-
came more afterwards, and they escaped the ishment
‘Herod would have inflicted on them, by making Arabiatheir
me. Sylleus received them, and supported them with
that they might be mischievous to all mankind, and
gave them a country to inbabit, and himself received the
gaios they made by robbery ; yet did be promise that he
~ would' deliver up these men,and that by the same oaths,
and by the same time that he sware and fixed for payment
of his debt : nor can he bw means show that any other
persons have at this time taken out of Arabia, besides
these, and indeed not all these neither, but only so many as
could not conceal themselves. And thus does the calumny
of the captives which hath been so odiously represented, ap-
pear to be no better than a fiction and lie made on purpose
to provoke _thy. indignation : for I venture to affirm, that
when the forces of the Arabians came. upon us, and one or
Awo of Herod’s party fell, he then only defended himself,
-and there fell Naceb their general, and, in all, about twenty-
five others, and no more ; whence Sy’lleus, by multiplying
every singie soldier to a bundred, be reckouns the uﬂm to
have been two thousand five hundred.

9, This rmvoked Cesar more than ever : 30 he turned to
Sylleus full of rage, and asked him how many of the Arabi-
ans were slain ! ﬂemupon he hesitated, and gaid he bad
been d upon. The covenants also were read about the
money he had borrowed, and the letters of the presidents of

* This oath, by the fortune of Csar, was put to Polycarp, bishop of

Saryma, by the - government, to try whether be were a Chri
tiuuth?ymmonemodwhoufgdwmtbmm.
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esidents of Syria, and Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, and:
many more as he thought to be iilustrious, for their friend-
ship to him, and the dignities they were in, and determine
what should be done by their aﬂprobation.” These were
the directions that Casar gave him. Accordingly, Herod,
when the letter was brought to him, was immediately very
glad-of Cesar’s veconciliation to him, and very glad also
that he bad a complete authority given him over his sons.
And it strangely came about, that whereas before, in his
adversity, though he had indeed showed himself severe, yet
d he not been very rash, nor hasty in procuring the de-
struction of his sons, he now, in his prosperity, took advan-
tage of his change for the better, and the freedom he now
had, to exercise his hatred against them after an unheard of
manner ; he therefore sent and called as many as he thought
fit to this assembly, excepting Archelaus, for as for him,
either hated him, so that he would not invite him, or he
" thought he would be an obstacle to his desiggx:. .
2. When the presidents, and the rest that belonged to the
cities, were come to Berytus, he kept his sons in a certain
- village belonging to Sidon, called Platana, but near to this
city. that if they were called, he mi%ht produce them, for he
did not think fit to bring them before the assembly : and
‘when there were one hundred and fifty assessors present,
Herod came by himself alone, and accused his sons, and that
in such a way as if it were not a melancholy accusation, and
not made but out of nécessity, and upon the misfortunes he
was under ; indeed in such a way as was very indecent for a
father to accuse his sons ; for he was very vehement, and dis-
ordered, when he came to the demonstration of the crime they
.were accused of, and Eave the greatest signs of passion and
barbarity : nor would be suffer the assessors to consider the
weight of the evidence, but asserted them to be true by his
own authority after a manner most indecent in a father against
his sons, and read himself what they themselves had written,
wherein there was no confession of any plots or contrivance
against him, but only how they had contrived to iy away -
and containing withal, certain reproaches against him on
ccount of the ill-will he bare them: and when he came
to those reproaches, he cried out most of all,and exag-
gerated what they said, as if they had confessed the de-
8ign against him, and took his oath that he had rather lose
Ulpian, De cens, bel. L. T. XV. The colony of Berytus was rendered
famous by the benefits of Csar; and thence it is that, among the coing
of Augnstus; we meet with some having this iasoription: the happy’
«olony of Agustus at Berytus.” -
Vol. JI 26* . ' .
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. Herod was silent, and in-great thoughtfuloess, and bid Nieo~
. leus sait along with him. '
"". 4, Now as they came to Casarea, every body was there
. talking of Herod’s sons, and the kingdom was in suspense,,
" and the people in t expectation of what would become
‘of them; for a terrible fear seized upon all men, lest the an-
. eient disorders of the family should come to a sad conchusion,
." and they'were in great trouble about their sufferings ; nor
" was it without danger to say any rash thing about this matter,
#, nor-even to hear another saying it, but men’s pity was forceci
to be: shut up in.themselves, which rendered the excess of
~ their soitow very irksome, but very silent ;. yet was there an
" old soldier of ’s, whose name was Tero, who bad a
“son of the same age with Alexander, and his friend, who was
. so very free, as openly to speak out what others silently
* thought about that matter: and was forced to cry out often
~ among the multitude, and said, in the most unguarded man-
.per, ‘“that-truth was perished, and justice taken away from
. - men, while lies and ill-will prevailed, and brought such a
" mist befere "public affairs, that the offenders were not able
1o see the greatest mischiefs that can befall men.” And as
- he was so'bold, he seemed not to bave kept himself out of
* danger , by ?eakinﬁ so freely ; but the reasonableness of
. what he said moved men to regard him, as having behaved
‘rimself with great manhood, and this at a proper time also,
Wr-which reason every one heard what he said with plea-
.gire ; and although they first took care of their own safety,
" by keeping silent themselves, yet did they kindly receive
- the grea:rgeedom he took, for the expectation they were in
““of s0 great an aflliction put a force upon them to speak of
- Tero whatsvever they pleased.
.. 6. This i . bad thrust himself into the king’s presence
. with the greatest freedom, and desired to speak with him by
himself alone, which the king permitted: him to do, where he
said this: * since I tc? not able, O king, to bear up under
soite_at a concern as | am under, [ have preferred the use
- of this bold liberty that I now take, which may be for thy
advantage, if thou mind to get any profit by it, before my
. own . Whither is thy understanding gone and left thy
- soul el':;ﬁy? Whither is that extraordinary sagacity of thine
- goune, whereby thou hast performed so many and such glori-
-"ous agtiqns ? comes this solitude, and desertion of
thy friehds and relations ? Of which I cannot but determine,.
that they neither are thy friends, nor relations, while they
. overlopk se horrid wickeduess in thy once bap;tz’“king--
- .dom,; Dost not thou perceive what is doing ? Wiilt slay

| .
.
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these two young men, bom of thy queen, who are accom»
plished with every virtue in the hiéo_est Jegnee, and leave
thyself destitute in ‘elcl{ old age, but exposed to one son, who _
hath very ill mal the hopes thou hast given him, and to
" relations, whose death thou hast so often resdlved on thy-
self? Dost thou not take notice, that the very silence of the
multitude at once sees the crime, and abhors the fact? The
whole army and the officers have commiseration on the poor
unhappy youths, and hatred to those that are the actors in
this matter.” These words the king heard, and for some
time with. good temper. But what can one say ? When Te-
50 plainly touched upon the bad behaviour and dious~
ness of his domestics, he was enraged at it ; but Tero went,
on farther, and by degrees used an unbounded military frees
dom of speech, nor was he so well disciplined as to accom- -
modate himself to the time : so Herod was ﬁreatly disturbed, -~
and seeming 1o be rather reproached by his speech than to -
be hearing what was for his advantage, while he learned.
hereby, that both the soldiers abhorred the thing he was
about, and the officers had indignation at it, he gave order,
that all whom Tero had named, and Tero himself, should
be bound and kept in prison. C.
6. When this was over, one Trypho, who was the king’s *
barber, took the opportunity, and came and told the king,
that Tero would often have persuaded him, when he trimmed
him with a razor, to cut his throat, for that by this means ke
_should be among the chief of Alexander’s friends, and re- -
ceive great rewards from him. When he had said this, the
king gave order that Tero, and his son, and the barber, .
sboultf be tortured, which was done accordingly : but while
Tero bore up himself, his son, seeing bis father already in a
‘sad case, and had no hope of deliverance, and perceiving .
what would be the consequence of his terrible sufferings,
said, that *“if the king would here free him and his father
from those torments for what he should say, he would tell
the truth.”” And when the king had given his word to do
50, he said, that * there was an ement made, that Tero
should lay violent hands on the king, bucause it was easy for
him to come when he was alone ;- and, that if, when he had
done the thing, he should suffer death for it, as was not un
tikely, it would be an act of generosity done in favour of
Alexander. Thiswas what Tero’s sonsaid,and thereby freed
. his father from the distress he was in; but uncertan it is,
whether he had been thus forced to speak what was true,
or whether it were a contrivance of his, in order to procure
his own and his father’s deliverance from their miseries.
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7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt about the
slaughter of his sons, there was now no longer-any roon left
in his soul for it, but he had banished away whatsoever mi&bt
afford him the Jeast suggestion of reasoning better about this
matter, so he already made haste to bring bi:egm?ose to a
- conélusion. He also brought out three hundred of the offi-

cers that were under an accusation, as also Tero, and his
“son, and the barber that accused them, before an assembly,
and brought an accusation against them all ; whom the mul-
titude stoned with whatsoever came to band, and thereby
slew them. Alexander also and Aristobulus were brought
to Sebaste, by their father’s command, and there strangled ;
but their dead bodies were in the night time carried to Alex-
andrium, where their uncle by their mother’s side, and the
greatest part of their ancestors, had been deposited.

8.* And now perhaps it may not seem unreasonable to
some, that such an inveterate hatred might increase so much
fon both sides,] as to proceed farther, and to overcome na-
ture : but it may justly deserve consideration, whether it be
to be laid to the charge of the young men, that they gave
such an occasion to-their father’s anger, and led him to do.
what he did, and by going on longer in the same way, put
things past remedy, and brought him to use them so unmer-
cifully ; or whether it be to be laid to the father’s charge. -
that he was so hard-hearted, and so very tender in the desire
of government, and of other things that would tend to his
;ﬂory, that. he would take nio one into partnership with him,
that so whatsoever he would have done himself might con-
tioue immoveable ; or indeed, whether fortune have not
greater power than all prudent reasoninds : whence we are

rsuaded that human actions are thereby determined before-
g:nd by an inevitable necessity, and we call her Fate, be-
cause tKere is nothing which is not done by her ; wherefore

1 suppose it will be sufficient to compare this netion with
that other which attributes somewhat to ourselves, and ren-
ders men not unaccountable for the different conducts of their
lives, which notion is no other than the philosophical deter-
mination of our ancient law. Accordingly, of the two other
causes of this sad event, any body may lay the blame on the
young men, who acted by youthful vanity, and pride of their
royal birth, that they should bear to hear the calumnies that
were raised against their father, while certainly they were
 ® The reader is here to note, that this eighth section is entirely want-
ing m the old Latin version, as Spanheim truly observes; nar is there
any other reason for it, I suppose, than the great difficulty of an axact
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not equitable jadges of the actions.of his life; butill natured
in suspecting, and intemperate in sﬁakingof'it,andon both
accounts, easily caught by these that observed them, and
revealed -them to, gain favour ; yet cannot their father be
thought worthy of- excuse as to. that horrid impiety which
‘he was guilty o'? about thew, while he ventured, without any
certain evidence of their treacherous designs against him, and
without any proofs that they had made preparation for such
attempts to-kil' his own sons, who were of very comely
bodies, and the great darlings of other men, no way
-deficient- in their conduct, whether it weré in bunting, or
warlike -exercises, or in speaking upon occasional topigg of
discourse ; for in all these they were skilful; and especially
Alexander, who was the eldest; for certainly it had been
sufficient, even though he had condemned them, to have kept
them alive in bonds, or to let them live at a distance from his
dominions in banishment, while he was surrounded by the
Roman forges, which were a strong security to- him, whose
help woul amvent his suffering any thing'by a sudden onset
or 8yopen rce ; but for him to kill them on the sudden, in
order to gratify a passien that governed him, was a demon-
stration of isufferable impiety : he also was lguilty of s0
great a crime in his elder age ; nor will the delays that he
made, and the length of time in which .the thing was done
plead at all for hue excuse ; for when a man is on a sudde;
amazed, and in commotion of mind, and then commits .
wicked action, although this be a heavy crime, 'yet is it :
thing that frequently happens ; hut to do it upon deliberation
and after frequent attempts, and as frequent &:mugs off, t
undertake it at last, and accomplish it, was actionof :
munrderous mind, and such as was not easily moved from tha:
which is evil : and this temper he showed in what he dic
afterwards, when he did not s those that seemed to be
the best beloved of his friends that. were left, wherein

the justice of the punishment caused thase that perished to
the less pitied, yet was the barbarity of the man here equal,
in that he did not abstain from their slaughter also ; but of
thooeﬁ ppersons we shall bave occasion to discourse more bere-
. after. .

'

END OF VOL. INT,
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