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THE MEANING 
OF FATHERHOOD

We som etim es 
use the 
phrase, “Like 
father, like son.” Old 

Testam ent scriptures at 
tim es refer to an ind i
vidual by saying, "He 
walked in the ways o f 
his father." Such refer
ences highlight the 
power o f a father’s in 
fluence.

This tru th  under
scores the wisdom of 
having a special day 
for fathers. Father’s 
Day was first observed 

in Am erica on June 17, 1910. In 1923 the th ird  Sun
day o f June was fixed as the official day, and  in 1924 
President Coolidge recom m ended its national obser
vance. Today it has a fixed place in the calendar of 
special days in the U nited States.

W hile m any fathers deserve the com m endations 
conferred on them , and a special day is appropriate, 
unfortunately platitudes spoken by soon-forgetting 
sons and daughters will characterize the day. N one
theless, the com m em oration  affords an occasion to re
flect on the m eaning and significance o f fatherhood.

It is frequently said tha t G od is like a father. In 
m any cases, however, if G od is like som e fathers, the 
children want nothing to  do with Him. The error is 
that the analogy is moving in the wrong direction. 
G od is not like a father—just any father, rather, fa
thers are to  be like God.

In Ephesians 3:14-15 the apostle says, “For this 
cause I bow my knees un to  the Father o f our Lord 
Jesus Christ, o f whom  the whole family in heaven 
and earth is nam ed.” The rendering o f the New E n 
glish Bible m akes clear an often unobserved point.

o f w hom  every fa therhood  in heaven and earth is 
nam ed.

The verse is saying that fatherhood on earth  is 
nam ed, or defined by, the Father o f our Lord Jesus 
C hrist— and not vice verse. T hat is, the m eaning of 
true fatherhood finds its basis, no t in tim e or with 
particular m en, bu t in eternity  and  with G od himself. 
T he model for tem poral or earthly fatherhood is that 
Fatherhood after w hom  all fatherhoods are named, 
the Father o f our Lord Jesus Christ. The ideal father, 
then, seeks to  em ulate, or be like, the Father of 
Christ.

Exercising spiritual leadership is one o f the primary 
responsibilities o f a father, certainly o f a C hristian fa
ther. Failure to  do that can have a negative effect on 
the child. O ne child, asked on a questionnaire if he 
were a Christian, wrote, “ I am  not a C hristian be
cause my father is not a C hristian, and I am  the same 
thing.”

Fathers in Israel were charged to  teach G od 's law 
diligently to  their children, both form ally and infor
mally, from m orning to night . . .  in the house and on 
the road . . .  using every visual aid available and every 
opportunity  presented (D euteronom y 6:6-9). But pre
cept and exam ple m ust not be contrary  to each other. 
Children are inclined to  im itate w hat we really are, 
not what we say we are. “Till a boy is 15 he tends to 
do what his father says; after that he is likely to do 
what his father does. ”

According to  the Old Testam ent, the father is the 
individual charged with the task o f transm itting  the 
faith in the living G od from his generation to the 
next. We can understand  the noble d im ensions of true 
fatherhood if we th ink  o f the relation and  intimacy of 
the Father o f  our Lord Jesus Christ to His Son. As the 
Father exalts the Son, and  the Son glorifies the Father, 
so earthly fathers are to  build  up the family and the 
family in tu rn  is to affirm  and strengthen the father.

H

JOHN A. KNIGHT
General Superintendent
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This Child 
I Prayed...”
Oh God, I’m just Hannah asking for a Samuel.” 

These were the words that came from my lips 
and poured from my heart on Sunday, November 
15, 1976, during open altar time at our church.

We had been wanting a child for three years. Debbie had 
been to specialists for the previous two years, and even 
their medical help had not changed our situation.

It all seemed so ironic. I was an elementary teacher in

the public schools, loved children, and was 
giving my life for them. If any woman on 

t earth was born to be a mother, it was 
; Debbie Davis Curry! She was a great 
J housekeeper, a wonderful cook, and one 

of those women the Bible talks about— 
the type with a “quiet and gentle spirit." 
Debbie’s heart was broken over the 

thought of being childless. Nothing I could 
buy her or do for her seemed to make her 
happy. I knew her heart ached as she 
watched one couple after another in our 
Sunday School class bring their new ba- 

:=. bies to church. She attended every baby 
shower, was usually a hostess, and found 

such pleasure in buying baby gifts— but 1 could 
see the heartache in her eyes. It was killing her in
side.

We had laid out our “fleece” before God in Oc
tober. If Debbie wasn’t expecting by January 1, 

1977, then we’d call and make an appointm ent with 
the Deaconess Home of Redeeming Love, to check into 

adoption. Maybe God needed us to give a home to some
one else’s child.

As an educator, I was reluctant to adopt. I had heard 
horror stories in graduate school of the problems some 
adopted children have in school, because their young 
mothers had experimented with drugs during pregnancy. 
My heart went out to some of the children at school who 
worked so hard and yet struggled in programs for the 
learning disabled.

Frankly, I wasn’t sure 1 could cope as well as some of the 
parents I observed.

“Oh God, I’m H annah asking for a Samuel,” and as Paul 
Harvey would say, “Now for the rest of the story.”

For you see, that Sunday when 1 prayed this prayer was 
the very first tim e  I had ever prayed for an adopted child. 
(Always before my prayer had been for Debbie to con
ceive.) One week to the day from the m orning I prayed 
that prayer we drove home from the hospital with our six- 
day-old son, Jeffrey Michael.

Looking back on my prayer I realized it was a point of 
total surrender of our situation and of our future to God.

I recall praying: “A natural child or an adopted  child—1 
don’t care which anym ore—whichever You want, whatever 
You know is best for us.”

I recall praying: “And Lord, even if you want the child to 
be a missionary some day, Debbie and 1 would support 
that. (For I remembered from childhood my dad saying 
he’d rather go himself than ever have to send Katie or me 
to the mission field! He couldn’t bear the thought.)

I recall praying: “I promise to raise this child for You 
and tell him about Jesus and give him back to You for 
Your service just like Hannah did with Samuel.”

There are lots of "details” I could go into about what 
happened during that next week, but they would make this 
article so long the Herald o f  Holiness would never publish 
it. (Editor’s note: Amen.)

We didn’t even hear about Jeffrey until the Friday before 
we brought him home on Sunday. I hadn 't even told Deb
bie about my prayer at the church altar. We walked into 
the office of an attorney whom we had never met, with the 
required cashier’s check for $1,750. (Our life savings had
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been $1,800.) There were hundreds of people in Oklahoma 
City on waiting lists to adopt children. One of the attor
ney's own clients would fly in from Chicago that day if we 
didn’t take this baby.

The natural m other had made only two requests o f the 
attorney that very morning: “Could you find a couple who 
would love my baby more than 1 could love him?” “Could- 
you find him a Christian home?”

Our daughter, Alyson Elizabeth, was adopted three years 
later through the Deaconess Home. Three years after that 
Debbie gave birth to our third “miracle” baby, Andrew 
Thomas, after our Sunday School had joined us in prayer 
for her physical healing. Debbie’s condition had worsened 
to the point of facing m ajor surgery at age 30.

Jeffrey was five years old the first time he ever informed 
us he wanted to be a missionary. He had learned about 
them in kindergarten church. We were shocked, as we had 
never talked about missionaries around our home!

I’m writing this article from the Mission Station in Man- 
zini, Swaziland, where Debbie, our three wonderful chil
dren, and I are serving a four-year specialized assignment.

“For this boy I prayed; and the Lord has given me my 
petition which I asked of Him. So I have dedicated him to 
the Lord; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the Lord” (1 
Samuel 1:27-28, NASB). H

BY J. MICHAEL CURRY
A N azarene m issionary serving in M anzin i, Sw aziland.

When Father
PUNISHED ME

It happened early one morning. 
Although I was very young the 
incident stands out as one of my 

most vivid memories.
I walked into my parents’ room. 

Mother had just made up the bed— 
one of those soft, downy feather beds. 
Evidently researchers hadn’t made the 
discovery that people could be allergic 
to them, for in the area in which I 
grew up a feather mattress was consid
ered the epitome of comfort.

Mother had gone on to other duties. 
I saw no one else around. And that 
beautifully smoothed, high, soft m at
tress was a challenge. How delightful it 
would be to feel the softness with my 
whole body. But I wasn’t very tall.
How could 1 reach it? Could I make it 
if 1 jumped?

Well, I would try. With a running 
leap I landed in the middle of that 
cuddly mattress— on my left side— 
facing the wall. But before I could 
move I felt a sharp, gentle spank. Fa
ther had walked into the room just in 
time to see me land.

The little spanking didn’t really 
hurt. It was the grieved tone in my fa
ther’s voice which I felt the most. I 
could feel his disappointm ent at my 
disregard for M other’s hard work to 
keep our home clean and lovely. His 
desire for me to grow as a person car
ing about the needs of others clearly 
came through. And I could tell the 
punishment was prom pted by love . ..

His desire for me 
to grow as a person 

caring about the 
needs o f others clearly 

came through.

That experience has helped me 
throughout my life to understand 
more clearly G od’s love. Yes, I have 
felt G od’s punishing touch. But even 
in times of deep distress G od’s Word 
has assured me of our Father’s love. 1 
would read, “For whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth . . .” (Hebrews 
12:6). And in verse seven, "If ye en
dure chastening, God dealeth with you 
as with sons . . .” O f course He meant 
“daughters” also.

The NIV uses the word “disci
plines.” Hebrews 12:10 explains some 
of G od’s reasons for disciplining His 
children. “God disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share in his holi
ness.”

Reading further we learn that God 
understands how painful and unpleas
ant the discipline can be. But He also 
points out benefits that come later if 
we are willing to learn from the ex

perience and allow it to produce “a 
harvest of righteousness and peace” (v. 
11. NIV).

The Psalmist had known G od’s 
punishment for wrongdoing. He had 
learned from it so well that he cried 
out “Blessed is the man whom thou 
chastenest, 0  Lord, and teachest him 
out of thy law” (Psalm 94:12).

I must emphasize here that God's 
children should not interpret every 
trying or painful circumstance as pun
ishment from our Father. Regardless 
of the purpose for which He allows 
something to occur in our lives, all is 
motivated by His boundless love. And 
it can yield blessing and growth in our 
spiritual understanding—dependent of 
course upon the attitude with which 
we meet it.

I have proved this true. Some of my 
richest lessons have been learned 
through life’s most traum atic experi
ences. For this I thank God. And to 
Him I offer praise for giving me a hu
man father who dared to discipline his 
willful young daughter in a way that 
portrayed the love of our Heavenly 
Father.

There were many lessons I learned 
from my dad— but none more clearly 
than the one on the day Father pun
ished me! H

BY MARY E. LATHAM
A N azarene elder residing in Kansas 
City. M issouri.
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I mourned not 
only fo r  myself 

but fo r a life 
that would 

never breathe.

A Father’s 
Reflections on a

MISCARRIAGE
I leaned closer to the black and white image on the 

television monitor, but 1 could see no sign of life. The 
hazy sonogram of our eight-week-old fetus showed no 

throbbing that would suggest a heartbeat.
“Is this a still picture?” I asked my wife, who is a nurse.
“No,” Linda replied, as she continued to study the tiny 

figure.
Hours before I had brushed fear aside. Light bleeding 

early in pregnancy is common, 1 had reminded myself. 
Linda encountered the same problem with Rebecca, our 
one-year-old.

After the doctor reviewed the sonogram photos, he came 
into the treatm ent room where Linda and I had spent 
nearly the first half of this Sunday— my 34th birthday.

“Linda,” he said. “I’m going to order a couple of hor
mone shots.” Hope surged within me, for surely he 
wouldn’t have done this had the new life already died.

By 2:30, we were back home. But two hours later, Linda 
complained of abdominal cramps. Before long the pain 
was rolling in on powerful waves. Neither of us adm itted it 
aloud, but we both knew this was labor—the final stages of 
a miscarriage that would deliver a fetus that could not pos
sibly survive.

Linda’s doctor said he would meet us at Emergency, and 
would admit her into the hospital. O ur reflex response was 
to scurry around for some overnight things Linda would 
need and to ask our neighbors to watch Rebecca. But when 
our minds caught up with our reflexes, Linda fell into my 
arms and sobbed. “I didn’t want this to happen.”

In those moments, I held her and wondered what I 
could possibly say. “It’s OK,” I finally whispered. But it 
wasn’t. For the season of grieving was upon us. At the hos
pital, I stood with the doctor in the busy lobby just outside 
the waiting room door. He spoke in a voice that seemed to 
carry naturally.

“Your wife is in the process of miscarrying. We’re getting

her ready for a D and C. We’ll do it as soon as the surgical 
team arrives. You can go into the room with your wife. It 
will be a few minutes before the others get here.”

Linda was lying on an exam ination bed, waiting for me. 
“Did he tell you?” she asked.

I nodded. I wanted to say, “I’m  so sorry. I love you.” But 
I was engulfed in grief, and I knew my words would only 
begin before they would dissolve into a sea of emotion. I 
didn’t want Linda leaving for surgery after that. So I sat on 
a stool at the foot of the bed, and when I did talk, it was 
about sedate things like blood tests and pain medication.

For most of that time, though, I sat quietly as my eyes 
recorded the images around me: patches o f veiled red on 
the sheets; a swath of bright crimson, streaking the floor 
between the bed and a trash container, and on the shelf, 
beside the sink, a quarter-inch ball o f flesh entombed in a 
clear plastic cup with a snap-on lid.

“The doctor thinks it’s part o f the gestational sac,” Linda 
said. “He’s sending it to pathology.”

I looked silently at the cup. In that instant there was a 
quiet explosion within, for I knew this was as near as I 
would ever get to our child. There would be no small, soft 
body to hold in my arms and m ourn over. No baby to 
bury. No granite stone on which to engrave a name.

When a pair of nurses took Linda to surgery, they di
rected me to a large and deserted waiting room. A mute 
television played its scenes, while easy music fell from the 
ceiling like a gentle evening shower.

These distractions occupied my m ind for only a few 
minutes. Suddenly 1 was thinking about life in miniature. 
Little arms and legs, hands and feet, eyes and nose and 
mouth. Even at eight weeks, the life had all of these.

Maybe I would not have found myself swirling in this 
torrent of em otion had it not been for our little daughter. 
W ithout her, I would not have known all that an eight- 
week-old life could become. The creation would have been
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just a fetus, an untouchable something I couldn’t see or 
hold, a future event that wasn’t yet real or alive.

But as 1 paced the waiting room, I thought of a little 
girl’s two-toothed smile. I remembered her hand patting 
me on the back as I rocked her in the early evening hours. 
And I remembered her cooing as she sang herself to sleep. . 
In the solitude of that room my sad, stone face melted. I 
mourned not only for myself, but for a life that would 
never breathe.

The next morning began the condolences. “God knows 
what He’s doing.” T hat’s what several o f my Christian 
friends said. 1 accepted their genuine effort to console me, 
but in silence I wondered why they thought God was re
sponsible.

Should we blame Him if the egg im planted itself on scar 
tissue from my wife’s previous C-section, and was unable 
to draw the nutrients it needed? Would it have been His 
fault if a carrier of Germ an measles came in contact with 
Linda and caused fetal damage that induced the mis
carriage?

No doubt God could have been directly involved in end
ing this life. After all. he is God. And no one better than 
He knows how the pieces of life and death fit together to 
create the eternal portrait. But, to me, the heartache of it 
all seemed out o f character for the God I have come to 
know.

It is in His character to mercifully allow the body to re
lease a life that would have endured but a few painful, 
surgery-plagued m onths or years.

And it is in His character to transform those who are 
hurting emotionally into healed helpers. Linda had grown 
accustomed to death after 11 years as a nurse, but when 
she returned to work she found a new awareness of the 
grief of those left behind.

And it is in G od’s character to bring about what hap
pened the night o f the miscarriage.

That evening Linda slept the sleep of a medication more 
powerful than the deadliest grief. But in the early morning 
hours of a new day, she had a dream. Through a rippling 
haze, the texture of a reflection in a pond, Linda saw the 
image of a baby boy. For a moment, the two looked at one 
another, then Linda whispered the name we would have 
given our first son. “Jason.” And the baby smiled. When 
Linda reached out to gather him into her arms, he disap
peared. It was as though the dream was G od’s way of say
ing our baby was safe and happy.

I believe in an afterlife, not only because of what the Bi
ble says about it, but because of an innate sense of im m or
tality within me. I’ve never been certain, however, about 
the immortality of the unborn. The Bible isn’t clear about 
this. But could there not be, this hour, in the most beau
tiful garden of heaven, an angel rocking a little boy named 
Jason? It would be just like God to arrange this. Perhaps 
the answer is one we have to trust to creation's first Father.

There is one thing I know for certain. When Linda told 
me she could never name another child o f ours Jason, I 
understood why. And in that instant there arose in me, 
from the center of life where instincts are born, a soothing 
and healing peace. H

BY STEPHEN M. MILLER
Editor o f  adu lt S u n d a y  School m ateria l at international head
quarters in K ansas City.

A Christian 
Father
He was as stalwart as the Kentucky 

hills amidst which he was born. He 
was as straight as the western 
plains upon which he spent most of his life. 

He was a man in every true sense of that 
word.

Born during the latter part of last century, 
he knew the meaning of harships and lim
itations. Deprived of much formal educa
tion, he was trained by parents who valued 
moral principle above material possessions. 
He was taught to work and he worked hard. 
He early learned that his word was to be as 
good as his bond and his bond as good as 
gold. His two sons and daughter never knew 
him to surrender principle for price.

He was a quiet, unassuming man. He 
never made a public speech or coined a fa
mous phrase. As a young father, he met 
God in a character-transforming experience 
that gave him spiritual fiber when the shad
ows and clouds of crushing heartbreak hung 
low as well as when the sun shone brightly. 
His good, uncompromising life marked him 
as a man of God—a man of whom I rejoice 
to say, “He was my father.” H

BY SAM STEARMAN
Pastor o f the Penn Avenue Church o f the Naz- 
arene in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

P I L L A R S
N T

God, m ake  m e a p illa r —  

a p illa r  fo r  Thee; 
not orn am en ted  

fo r  p eo p le  to see, 
but sturdy, u p h old in g  

Your tem ple dow n  here  
in som e h id d en  p laces, 

from  m an's ey e  obscure. 
A n d let m e rem em ber, 

though h id d en  from  view, 
a p il la r  can  bring  

g reat g lory  to You!

—ALICE HANSCHE MORTENSON
Racine, Wisconsin

Editor’s Note: Alice Hansche Mortenson 
died March 7, 1988.



When God told me to pick up the phone, call a 
complete stranger, and volunteer to teach six- 
year-olds, I didn’t reply, “Here I am Lord, send 
me!” Instead I began to compose an itemized list of ex

cuses.
God quickly eliminated the weak excuses at the top of 

my list, such as: I had attended our new church less than a 
month; I didn’t know the Caravan director; and I had 
never even heard of the Caravan program until I also heard 
of the need for guides. Then God and I got down to the 
real reason I was hesitating. As I argued with Him I said. 
“Father how can I bear to teach children every Wednesday 
night? Lord, my son should have been a first grade Cara
van student this year!

But my son had lost his battle with leukemia and would 
never wear a Caravan uniform. The need for guides con
tinued, and I continued to wrestle with God. My biggest ar
gument was what if they asked me to work with the first 
graders? For someone who had just moved a thousand 
miles with her family so her husband could work in a Naz
arene college, I was very slow to obey this time. But despite 
my foot-dragging the last Caravan guide position remained 
open. God reminded me of my obligation to obey His

I told God I would 
be happy to be 

a Caravan guide, 
even with the 
six-year-olds.

commandments. Second Corinthians 10:5 became a direct 
and irresistible com m and to me, “We demolish arguments 
and every' pretension that sets itself up against the knowl
edge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ” (NIV). At last, the day came when I 
cheerfully said yes to this com m and. I told God I would be 
happy to be a Caravan guide, even with the six-year-olds.

I wish I could have seen the Caravan director’s face 
when I called and volunteered to fill any opening she had 
in the program. I was glad she couldn’t see my face when 
she told me I would work with the first grade.

God told Saul, through His prophet Samuel, “To obey is 
better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22, NIV). As I began 
teaching 12 screaming six-year-olds I often thought of my 
obedience as a sacrifice. At the first few meetings we did a 
lot of coloring. The children couldn't read, and most of 
them couldn't sit still for more than five minutes either. I 
went home every Wednesday night hoarse from shouting 
over the din.

During the first few weeks I thought often of my son 
and how much he would have enjoyed the games, crafts, 
and songs of Caravan. But, as the weeks grew quickly into 
months, I thought rarely of my personal grief and more 
about my students. The squirming group soon separated 
into distinct personalities. Danielle was always the first stu
dent to arrive and usually the first to complete her proj
ects. Elisabeth was talkative and very smart. Adam could 
memorize most anything before the other children could 
even read it. And then there was David. When I first saw 
this sandy haired boy I thought, every time I look at this 
boy I will miss my son, they look so much alike. Surely ev
ery time I hug this boy I will be hugging a substitute for 
my son. But God was faithful to help me. First of all, He 
turned my grief into love. I did not find myself viewing 
any of the children as a substitute for my son. Second, in 
David’s case there were precious few times to give him a 
hug. He was far too busy for anything like that to happen.

By the end of the second m onth the children and I had 
become friends. They proudly shared with me their loos
ened front teeth, caterpillars, and homework. At first I had 
felt brave to set aside my personal grief and be their 
teacher. But several o f my students were also learning En
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glish as their second language each week. These six-year- 
olds taught me some lessons in real courage.

One night I realized 1 wasn’t going home hoarse any 
more. In fact Wednesday was the best day of the week.

As fall turned into winter my students began to look me 
up before Sunday School, too. At first they were surprised 
that I had a regular wardrobe and that 1 wasn’t always in 
my Caravan uniform. But after they got used to my 
clothes, we had weekly chats about school, or where they 
went on holidays, and of course I got to see a lot of Christ
mas dolls. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “The reason I 
wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be 
obedient in everything” (2 Corinthians 2:9, NIV). Well, 
Christmas was a test for me. As anyone knows who has 
suffered through the death of a child, Christmas is a bitter
sweet memory. But God again helped me. I was astounded 
at the pure joy I got out o f the Caravan Christmas party.

We made a lot of crafts as winter changed to spring. But 
we also talked seriously about how to accept Jesus as Sav
ior and how to love others. The children unselfishly 
reached out to others and dem onstrated how children can 
help someone who is hurting. I rem em ber how enthusi
astically they made individual get well cards for their pas
tor when he had the flu. They insisted on making 12 cards 
even though I said one large one would be enough. But by 
this time I was not surprised by their generosity and no 
one had to tell me how these little children could minister 
to a hurting soul.

All too quickly sum m er was almost here. It was time for 
our nature walk field trip. Since we live in San Diego, we 
decided to take them  to the world famous zoo where they 
could see thousands of plants and animals all at once. Now 
the zoo has always been a favorite spot o f mine, but also a 
very difficult place for me to go. While our son was fight
ing cancer my husband and I would take our surviving 
child to a zoo. It was about the only fun place anywhere 
near the children’s hospital where I lived the final weeks of 
my son’s life. But again I was obedient and God was faith
ful: we had a wonderful field trip. The apostle John put it 
so beautifully, “Love one another. And this is love: that we 
walk in obedience to His com m ands” (2 John 6, NIV).
That nature walk was one of the most delightful days I 
have ever spent with any group of people in my life. As we 
walked around the zoo, G od’s peace that passes all under
standing accompanied me.

Suddenly the Caravan year ended with the round-up 
camping trip. My 12 students were ready for second grade 
and our final awards ceremony. As my students marched 
up one by one to receive their badges, I thought of the old 
song, “There were twelve disciples Jesus called to help Him 
. . . ” Following the ceremony some parents thanked me for 
working with their children. I wanted to tell them how 
much these students had helped me during the last nine 
months. But. instead. I m umbled the usual expected re
sponses.

Just then I found it impossible to explain how these six- 
year-olds that God had given me to lead and disciple had 
instead led me on a journey of obedience. I had enough to 
explain that night. During our awards celebration I was the 
only one in the room who was crying. H

BY BETTY HOWARD
S ta ff writer fo r  institu tional advancem ent at Point L om a  N az
arene College. S h e  resides in San  Diego.

LAID OFF
A decision has been reached to dissolve your position. 

You will receive your vacation pay coming and that 
is it. We appreciate those long hours of devotion to 

our company, but with business at an all-time low we can
not continue to carry this overhead.”

For the first time in my career I found myself out of 
work, laid off. I was among those millions of others who 
thought, It will never happen to me.

I gathered my personal belongings from my desk, tried 
to look strong, and left the building, crying within. What 
would I do? Here I was, 54 years old. Who would hire an 
old man like me?

C. William Fisher held a service in our church and spoke 
on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. “Be joyful always; pray con
tinually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is G od’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.”

In all circumstances. The words rang clear and loud. I 
prayed, cried, was depressed, sang, and impatiently waited. 
Over 300 resumes were mailed, 10 or 12 interviews had the 
same negative results. It was obvious, I was too old. Give 
thanks in all circumstances. Again I found myself reaching 
toward God.

Three and one half m onths later I interviewed with not 
the slightest bit o f hope for a job, and God in His wisdom 
knew what the circumstances were. I found a job  working 
for another Christian.

I realize now that God knew I needed time for the 
wounds of bitterness to heal, to spend time with Him 
growing and, most of all, to realize my dependence on His 
will for my life. Yes, I give thanks in all circumstances, and 
I praise Him for this time to be with Him alone, growing 
from within.

God supplied each need that arose, and His timing was 
perfect. Time and space will not allow me to pen those 
events, but miracles do happen in the 20th century. I know, 
because I am one. H

BY WES ALLARD
A professional accountant residing in Arlington. Texas.

(PSALM

Teach me, Father, 
how  to be  

strong an d  p atien t  
as a tree.

M ay m y roots be d eep  in p lace, 
a lw ay s nurtured by Your grace.

—ETNA ROGERS WORTS
Prairie Village, Kansas
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" T V

IVIVER 
OF GOD
RUNS FULL

O
Eo

n Kansas City they call it the 
ArKANsas River. Elsewhere it 
is pronounced like the name of 
the state. It is one of America’s 
longest rivers and at times one 

of the most treacherous.
In his book The Arkansas, Clyde 

Davis says, “No American river has 
seen more varied or wilder or more 
incredible history in the making.” 
Speaking of its origin as a baby brook 
high in the m ountains of Colorado, he 
says it surprisingly “grows into one of 
the most rambunctious of America’s 
rivers.”

Davis declares, “I have seen it pick 
up a passenger train like a bludgeon 
and bash the brains out of another 
train. I have seen it cut a ghastly 
swath through . . .  Pueblo, washing 
away six or seven hundred buildings 
and drowning maybe five hundred 
people in an evening.”

Having known the Arkansas River 
in its course through Oklahoma, I was 
keenly disappointed to find that same 
river “dry” in Dodge City and in 
much of western Kansas. That didn’t 
seem right for a river that had played 
such a prom inent part in our rich 
Western heritage.

There are many who will remember 
it differently. In fact, just 22 years ago. 
this river was running five miles wide 
in the “granddaddy of Arkansas River 
floods.” River water rose in Dodge 
City from less than 4 feet to over 17 
feet in fewer than 15 minutes.

Damage was extensive. Farms, 
crops, and livestock all fell prey to the 
greedy flood waters. Fifteen hundred 
residents had to flee their homes in 
Dodge City. One editor, writing about 
the Hood said, “Kansans living in the 
western half o f the state have fought 
too hard, suffered too much, ever to 
forget the flood of June, 1965."

No one wishes to see a return of 
that much water, but today people are 
elated to see even a trickle of water in 
that same riverbed. Reservoirs and 
dams in Colorado have virtually 
stopped its flow. Currently there is a 
lawsuit by the Kansas attorney general 
seeking the release of more water from 
Colorado.

For many the River of God has also 
stopped flowing. The water of life has 
been dam m ed up, dried up, or di
verted from their lives. Many once 
green and fertile lives have become 
dry, brittle, and unproductive. If there

is any “water” at all, it has become a 
small, slow-moving stream with stag
nant pools scattered here and there.

The Psalmist spoke of “the river of 
God, which is full of water” (65:9). 
Fullness always characterizes God's 
operation in m en’s lives unless they 
personally engineer it otherwise.

G od’s river of grace, like the Arkan
sas, is born in high altitude. Grace 
swells like a river out of the sovereign 
holiness of God. The inspired writer 
said. “And he shewed me a pure river 
of water o f life, clear as crystal, pro
ceeding out o f the throne of God and 
of the Lam b” (Revelation 22:1).

It all starts with God. It is in the 
virgin snows of G od’s purity that the 
water of life has its source. A fresh dis
closure of the flawless Lamb of God 
will cause men to discover both the 
ugliness of their own sin and the pos
sibility for their cleansing.

W hatever the water touches will be 
made pure, so let the river run full 
and overflow. That water will cleanse 
the pollution from m en’s hearts and 
the clutter from their lives. It will 
purge pornography from “family” 
bookstands and reading lists in school 
classrooms.

I
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Those crystal clear waters will wash 
down the pillars of government. Even 
better, the River of God will purify the 
very springs of democratic govern
ment by cleansing the spots from 
stained marriage vows.

Let the flood come! Unlike the nat
ural rivers of the land, one need not 
fear the overflow of this river. The 
River of God never destroys anything 
but sin or that which mars and ruins 
lives. It sweeps all that is ugly before 
it.

Everywhere the river flows, things 
grow. Without the River of Grace 
man's soul becomes an "unwatered 
garden.” When the River of God runs 
full through a life, a greening takes 
place. Beauty appears. Rare trees be
gin to grow upon its banks. Fruit

fulness occurs. The fruit of the Spirit 
abounds.

Without the River of God running 
full through any life, things quickly 
droop and die. Drought, barrenness, 
and infertility result.

Today, when any water runs in the 
Arkansas River in western Kansas, 
people get excited and talk about it. 
They go out to see even a tiny stream 
coming down the river bed.

The same thing will happen when 
the Water of Life begins to run 
through people's lives. God doesn't 
want only a tiny trickle though. God 
always works with fullness. The River 
of God runs full.

W hat has happened to keep the 
River of Grace from running full in

your life? You will not need to “sue” 
God for the release of His water. You 
will need only to ask Him. and by 
your obedience remove any dams that 
are blocking the free flow of God's 
Spirit.

“When the poor and needy seek wa
ter, and there is none, and their 
tongue faileth for thirst, 1 the Lord 
will hear them, I the God of Israel will 
not forsake them. I will open rivers in 
high places, and foundations in the 
midst of the valleys: I will make the 
wilderness a pool of water, and the dry 
land springs of water” (Isaiah 
41:17-18). H

BY STAN MEEK
Pastor o f  First Church o f  the Nazarene 
in D odge City. Kansas.

ElAZARENE ROOTS

UNITIVE HOLINESS: 
OUR CONNECTIONAL BASIS

T he Church of the Nazarene is the product of m od
ern conditions, modern evangelism and m odern ag
gressiveness, coupled with old-time faith [and] . .. 
passion for the salvation of [humanity] . . . God did not 

use as an immediate means the mass, but rather the sepa
rated portions, to inaugurate this movement. These por
tions were raised up by the Spirit in widely separated parts 
of America until they assumed organized church propor
tions. when in the pleasure of God they began to unite.”

The shibboleth that the Church of the Nazarene was 
"not a split” from organized Methodism is true only in 
part, for in the mid-1890s there occurred dozens, if not 
hundreds, of local splits under circumstances usually quite 
painful. But the conviction also grew among various lead
ers within the holiness movement that recent history must 
be overcome by generating positive new forces, and by 
their acknowledgement that critics in mainline churches 
were not wrong to insist that “true holiness is not divisive." 
“Unitive holiness,” then, became the central theme of re
gional holiness leaders across the country, who united 
widely scattered flocks of worshipers into regional denom i
nations, and finally reached out to one another.

The Association of Pentecostal Churches of America 
gathered together dozens of congregations in the East into 
a loose-knit denom ination based on congregationalist prin
ciples of government. In the South, the Holiness Church of 
Christ united two pre-existing sects. And in the West, the 
Church of the Nazarene took organized shape. Each group 
had extended itself into a half-dozen states by 1907, when 
the East and West came together and signified their merger 
through a combined name: The Pentecostal Church of the 
Nazarene. The following year the Southern group united, 
almost doubling the size of the new entity.

J. B. Chapman (I.), who later served as Herald editor and general superinten
dent. C. W. Ruth (r.) of Indianapolis was recognized as founder of the “union 
m ovem ent” that brought together East, W est, and South.

Should the 1908 merger be recognized by a further 
name-change? J. B. Chapman, a Southern churchman, 
thought not, for the name of the Holiness Church of Christ 
was reflected already in the 1907 name: "Pentecostal 
means Holiness; Nazarene means Christ.” The substance of 
Christian union, not its symbolism, was the very heart of 
the issue, and Chapm an added: “I am for the union of all 
holiness churches who are straight in doctrine and clean in 
life, the world over.”

The Church of the Nazarene found its existence, then, 
not in the general sectarian divisiveness of the late 1890s, 
nor in the origin of anyone holiness sect, but through the 
unitive holiness of the early 20th century— still our hope 
and model of Christian unity. H

Sources: Clipping in the Frank Carlson Scrapbook, p. 27; J. B. Chapman, “The Church 
Union,” The Holiness Evangel (Sept. 15, 1907): 2.

Photographs: J. B. Chapman Collection; C. W. Ruth Collection.

STAN  INGERSOL, Archivist
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GIVE AN 
OFFERING
FROM WHAT YOU HAVE

When one looks for them, the 
Bible has many fund-rais
ing campaigns. In Exodus 
35 and 36 a campaign was presented 

to build the Tabernacle. After God led 
Israel out of Egyptian bondage and 
into the wilderness. He commanded 
Moses to take an offering from the 
people. “From what you have, take an 
offering for the Lord. Everyone who is 
willing is to bring to the Lord an of
fering . . . ” (Exodus 35:5-6, NIV). The 
Tabernacle fund-raising campaign was 
so successful the people were asked to 
stop giving (Exodus 36:5).

The next major building program of 
the people of God was Solomon’s 
Temple in Jerusalem. David led the 
fund-raising campaign. He presented a 
substantial offering and asked the 
princes and national leaders to follow 
his example (1 Chronicles 29:1-5). Af
ter the people responded with their of
fering there was rejoicing, for they had 
given freely and wholeheartedly to the 
Lord (1 Chronicles 29:9).

There are other fund-raising cam 
paigns in the Bible. There was Ne- 
hemiah’s campaign to build the walls 
of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 2; Ezra 
3:12-13). The apostle Paul led a fund
raising drive to provide support for 
the suffering saints in Jerusalem (1 
Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians

The Bible clearly teaches 
God has chosen to 

advance His kingdom ’s 
work and to bless 

His people in 
proportion to their 

willingness to commit 
themselves and 

their possessions 
to His cause.

8— 9). The Bible clearly teaches God 
has chosen to advance His kingdom’s 
work and to bless His people in pro
portion to their willingness to com m it 
themselves and their possessions to 
His cause.

The Guym on Church of the Naza- 
rene is involved in an expansion plan. 
For years the church had reached a 
numerical peak. It seemed impossible 
to consistently break the attendance 
barrier of 200. The church consulted 
an architect and a Sunday School ex
pert. The recommendations were the

same. The church needed to expand 
in order to become what God wanted 
it to become.

An attractive five-acre tract of land 
was secured and paid for. A three-year 
capital fund-raising campaign was ini
tiated. The architect began work on 
the plans for the new facility. Follow
ing the three-year fund-raising, there 
was more than $ 150,000 in the build
ing fund. The First phase of the expan
sion plan would cost $600,000. The 
church board recommended a safe 
debt limit o f $350,000. The church 
board only wanted to borrow an 
am ount that would allow for the 
church’s ministries and still pay bud
gets. The church needed $ 100,000 to 
go with the $ 150.000 in the building 
fund and the $350,000 borrowed 
am ount before construction of Phase I 
could begin.

A plan was developed to raise the 
additional $100,000. The theme “Pos
sess the Land" was declared for the 
new church year, which began in July. 
On October 25 the church would re
ceive an offering of $100,000.

A prayer couple was chosen to lead 
the congregation in a call to prayer for 
six weeks prior to the offering. The 
four adult Sunday School classes were 
asked to hold a weekly prayer meet
ing. The overall support of these
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prayer meetings signified the unity of 
the church. The pastor preached about 
the benefits of giving as the Lord 
leads. Essentially, the need was pre
sented and the congregation saturated 
it with prayer.

During the previous three years the 
church had averaged raising $175,000 
annually for all purposes. The 
$175,000 annual budget included 
tithes, faith promise, and building 
fund. To raise $100,000 in a special 
offering was the equivalent of 57% of 
the church's annual income. It had 
taken the church three years to raise 
$150,000 for the building. The chal
lenge before the congregation was un
rivaled.

The congregation was asked to

“give an offering from what you have” 
(Exodus 12:36). Prior to the Israelites’ 
departure from Egypt they were given 
gold, silver, precious metals, and ex
pensive linens. The Lord asked His 
children to give from what they had in 
order to build the Tabernacle. Guy- 
mon Nazarenes were simply asked to 
give from what they had been blessed 
with over the years.

The response on October 25 was 
overwhelming, $112,952! Thirty thou
sand was given that day! The balance 
would be given by January. A total of 
36 households were involved in the 
offering. Some gave $20,000; others 
gave $10,000; some gave $5,000; some 
gave $2,000; others gave $1,000; or 
$500 or $200 or $100. The offering

proved to be a solid vote of con
fidence by the congregation in favor 
of the expansion plans.

The results have been tremendous. 
Overall giving is up and the weekly 
offering has found a renewed place in 
our Sunday service. Enthusiasm con
tinues to rise for the new sanctuary. 
The people of the community often 
ask me about the special offering. The 
frequent question is, “How did you do 
it?” I am able to say, “Those com m it
ted Nazarenes simply dug down deep 
and gave an offering from what they 
had.” H

BY TERRELL EARNEST
Pastor o f  the G uym on, O klahom a, 
Church o f  the Nazarene.

BENNER LIBRARY 
Olivet Nazarene University

ECAUSE YOU GAVE KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS
PROVIDED BY STEWARDSHIP SERVICES

TRANSFORMATION 
AND MULTIPLICATION

I n 1979 Long Beach First Church started sowing the 
seed of the gospel am ong Southeast Asian refugees. A 
few laypersons began to reach out to the families of 

Cambodian kids who were coming on the church bus.
They opened their hearts to these new arrivals in America, 
offering to teach them English, to help with family needs, 
and to love them unconditionally.

The first man to come to Christ was Thong Bai 
Phaniphon— an older man with a serious drinking prob
lem. Glenn and Letha George visited in his home and fi
nally got him to come to special worship services in his 
own language. When Thong came under the conviction of 
the Holy Spirit and finally surrendered his life to Jesus he 
testified that it was not the preaching of the gospel that 
won him. Rather, it was the living out o f the gospel by 
Nazarenes who. though they could not speak his language, 
put their arms around him every tim e they saw him. And 
they said, “Mr. Phaniphon, we love you and we’re praying 
for you.”

Thong Bai Phaniphon experienced instant, total trans
formation. Immediately he brought his wife and their 10 
children into the church. Then he began sowing seeds of 
Christian caring among his friends. His best friend, Ma 
Phosy, developed acute appendicitis and called for Thong 
to come. He came and prayed for Ma, who quickly im 
proved. That caused Ma Phosy to receive Jesus as His Sav
ior and bring his family to the Lord and into the church.

BY A. BRENT COBB
Pastor o f  the N ew  L ife  C am bodian  Church o f  the N azarene in 
Long Beach. California.

Soon afterward Sangkhom K ham tan’s baby became ill, 
and Ma suggested he take the child to Thong for prayer. 
When he did so, God answered prayer for the baby’s heal
ing. As a result Sangkhom and his family received the 
Lord.

Soon Thong Bai Phaniphon, the 60-year-old “babe in 
Christ,” was looked to by his people as their laypastor. He 
walked the streets o f Long Beach’s refugee com m unity ev
ery day to testify to the Cambodian, Lao, and Thai people. 
And he led former Buddhists, Animists, Mormons, and ag
nostics to the Savior.

Because you gave, the Church of the Nazarene—with 
General Budget and district budget dollars, and Long 
Beach First seed sowing— reached Thong. Then he reached 
Ma Phosy and his family. Then scores of other Southeast 
Asians. Today there is the New Life (Cambodian) Church 
of the Nazarene in Long Beach, with over 800 average at
tendance and 1,496 present for recent special services.

New Life Church hosts Asian Nazarene Bible College Ex
tension, a training center for Asian Nazarenes who will in 
time reach thousands more. And it “networks” with Naza
rene ministries to Southeast Asians across North America.

New Life Church has five “house churches” meeting in 
the Long Beach area and plans to start house churches in 
several surrounding towns. Through its witness more than 
250 Cambodians living in Thailand have received Jesus 
Christ. They are calling themselves Nazarenes and are 
awaiting the arrival this year of the new Nazarene mis
sionaries who have been appointed to Thailand. Trans
formation? Yes. Multiplication? Praise the Lord, yes! Be
cause you gave. H
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This side of heaven there is pain, 
sorrow, heartbreak, and tears. But Jesus 
gives us daily victory, and the promise 

of no pain in heaven.

A  small convoy of vehicles from Hospital Corporation 
of America, including a film crew, makeup people, 
producer, and advertising personnel pulled into our 

drive. They were here to use a portion of my cancer story 
on a TV special titled “Cancer, Good News,” which was 
aired nearly two years ago. For five years prior to this film 
production I was told by the medical world that my life 
would come to an end in three or four months. Since then, 
opportunities such as this to share my faith have been 
many.

My cancer story, titled “But You Shall Live,” was printed 
in the Herald o f  Holiness in the fall of 1982. God did give 
that promise, and as the scriptures say in Numbers 23:19, 
“God is not a man, that he should lie.” Just as sure as His 
promise was made, He carried it to completion.

These past seven years have been exciting years of minis
try. From revivals in the Bahamas, across America, and to 
the far western shores of Canada, 1 have shared the story of 
G od’s healing touch. The altars are continuously lined as 
God blesses His witness. Again and again we open the altar 
for two healings. The first is for the sin-sick soul to receive 
the complete healing of total forgiveness, and then for 
those who desire to be anointed for physical healing. As 
James wrote, “Is any sick among you? let him call for the 
elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord” (5:14). This is a spir
itual encounter between the one who is ill and the Al
mighty God. Healing comes from God alone, but the faith 
of the believer activates His healing power. So at the clos
ing night of every revival campaign I share my experience 
of Christ’s saving touch as a child in the lola, Kans.,
Church of the Nazarene; how He sanctified me wholly 
while attending Trevecca Nazarene College; and His call to 
evangelism. But the story of healing continues as I am 
privileged also to tell how God healed me of terminal can
cer.

Our life is a walk of faith. And in our hum an frailty we 
cannot fully understand God's ways. Since my illness, can
cer has taken both my sister and father. In March 1984, 
my sister Margie was having a rough night and it was my

turn to sit with her. Dad was sleeping in the hospitality 
room of the hospital because we felt the angels would come 
this night. Dad woke and slipped into Margie’s room about 
4 a .m . He asked how things were going. I replied, “It was a 
really bad night." Placing his hands on her he said. “Baby, 
there’s no pain in heaven.” Then Dad and I began to sing 
“W hat a Day That Will Be.” We had our own family 
prayer meeting during those early m orning hours. Four 
days later Margie died.

Nine weeks later, without being ill, cancer struck again, 
and I stood by the bedside of my preacher dad. How do 
you tell a 73-year-old man, who only three weeks prior hit 
a home run playing ball at the Howell, Mich., campground, 
that unless God intervenes, death is inevitable? The Holy 
Spirit reminded me of that early morning prayer in Mar
gie’s room in that Colorado hospital. 1 placed my hands on 
Dad, reminding him of that morning, and said, “Dad, I 
guess it’s tim e for me to say to you, 'there's no pain in 
heaven.’”

One day later God vividly showed me that they were 
completely healed. This side of heaven there is pain, sor
row, heartbreak, and tears. But Jesus gives us daily victory 
and the promise of no pain in heaven (Revelation 7:16-17).

W hether on a TV talk show, or an interview with a skep
tical newspaper reporter, or sharing in our living room with 
a total stranger who just discovered cancer in his life (as we 
did two nights ago), God continues to use His touch on my 
life for His glory. May Jesus Christ be praised!

As I close this article my m ind pictures again that tiny 
chapel in Park View Hospital in Nashville. Here I poured 
out to Christ all the reasons I wanted to live. Then, as 1 
prayed through on dying, a sweet surrender came over me, 
and it seemed I wanted to go to heaven. Then God spoke, 
“But you shall live.” Life continues to be blessed with the 
sweet presence of Christ. There really is dying grace, and it 
works for living. Praise the Lord, O my soul! H

BY JOYCE HUGHES
A com m issioned  evangelist in the Church o f  the Nazarene re
sid ing  in Clarksville, Tennessee.



FOR ASHES
I t has been said that roses 

grow beautifully in ash
es. I am finding that to 
be true. On November 5,

1986. it seemed my life and 
the lives of my children were 
reduced to ashes when my 
husband. Jim, passed away.

All I had known for 28 
years, since age 18, was being 
a pastor’s wife. 1 had a sense 
of contentment and fulfill
ment in serving the Lord and 
my husband in that capacity.
Now; all of a sudden, this lov
ing. vibrant, compassionate 
man lay in a coma at the hos
pital as a result of a massive 
stroke. During the next five 
days the telephone in the 
waiting room rang constantly, 
as friends from all over the 
United States called to ex
press their concern and 
prayers. 1 am still overwhelmed and appreciative of all the 
wonderful friends God has given us over the years of our 
pastorates. Such Christian friends are so valuable and give 
wonderful support when we are in need and are hurting.

1 thank God for an unusually caring church family at 
Kirksville, Missouri. Part o f that family is Dr. Gail Bur
chett, who not only took care of Jim medically but prayed 
for him and with our family many times in the waiting 
room. He showed genuine love and concern for his pastor 
and family.

During that week of painful waiting, and after. Dr. and 
Mrs. Larry M clntire managed things for me when 1 could 
not think clearly. These and others are God's choice people 
who have shown Christ's love in my time of needed sup
port.

For seven m onths now 1 had the “norm al” feelings of 
one who has lost a spouse, even if I didn’t recognize some 
of them— numbness, emptiness, loneliness, and anxiety. I 
thought, as a Christian, I had skipped over the grief step of 
anger. I didn't want to be angry at God because I knew He 
wanted what was best for us, even if it meant taking a 
loved one home to be with Him. But 1 was angry. 1 was an
gry because my children’s father would not be around to 
give them the wise counsel and love they needed from him. 
I was angry because our little granddaughters would not 
grow up to know the wonderful man their “Papa Jim ” was 
and how proud he was of them. I was angry because a 
long-awaited time had been taken from us, when, with the 
children on their own, we could have more time together,

slow down a little, and enjoy 
a new phase in our life.

Then one day God seemed 
to say to me, "Ann, 1 want to 
make your life a beautiful, 
fragrant, full-blooming rose 
again.” In my devotions that 
morning I happened to turn 
to Isaiah 61:3: “To all w'ho 
m ourn in Israel he will give: 
Beauty for ashes; Joy instead 
of mourning; Praise instead 
of heaviness” (TLB). Also, 
that week I read Glaphre Gil
liland’s book W hen the Pieces 
D on’t Fit, recommended to 
me by Mark Goodwin, a pas
tor in St. Louis. It helped me 
realize that I need to tell God 
what I am thinking and feel
ing, about my hurts and 
struggles, even though He 
knows already. Doing this 
helps me to say, “God, I need 

You to help me with this today.” Psalm 139 is a wonderful 
chapter that tells us He knows all about us, even before we 
were born. Verses 17 and 18 say, “How precious it is. Lord, 
to realize that you are thinking about me constantly! 1 
can’t even count how many times a day your thoughts turn 
towards me. And when I waken in the morning, you are 
still thinking of me!” (TLB). During the prior m onths I 
had prayed much for help in many areas, but I realize I 
had been trying on my own to make things better and to 
be strong for my children and family. All the time God had 
been there, waiting and wanting me to really lean on Him.

Proverbs 20:24 says, “Since the Lord is directing our 
steps, why try to understand everything that happens along 
the way?” (TLB). Today is a new beginning for me; a time 
to stop questioning, “Why, God, did You take my husband 
who was doing so much good for You and winning so 
many souls to the Kingdom?” Even though the questioning 
stopped, I realize it doesn’t mean the hurt will go away, but 
it helps me cope with it better.

When God spoke to me, I felt like a tiny rosebud, open
ing barely enough to reveal a Fine line of beautiful color.
He wants to heal my emotions, my hurts. God wants to 
use my life in a different way, perhaps. I want to be totally 
open to His will and allow Him to make me a beautiful 
rose in His sight. H

BY ANN WOMACK LUNDBERG
A hom em aker who resides in Bartlesville, O klahom a, with her 
husband.
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THE
HIGH
PRICE
OF
BUILDING
m u

A s part of our daily ritual here in Goiania, Brazil, our 
little Pekingese takes me for a walk to one of the 
nearby parks. This little animal is about as spoiled 
as any living thing could be.

On this particular day I was stopped in my tracks as I 
glimpsed a toylike figure on top of a nearly completed 
apartm ent complex across the plaza.

As I watched in near unbelief the construction worker 
would lean over the edge of his 19-story-high perch to re
ceive planks and 2 x 4’s from his colleague on the floor 
just below him. These boards would be used to build a 
form to receive the batch of concrete that would finish off 
the gigantic structure. The frightening fact was that the 
worker had not the slightest life-support system. There was 
no railing or joist that he could grab if a sudden gale were 
to knock him off balance. He didn't even have a nylon 
rope to help break a fall in the event o f an accident!

Such dangerous feats are repeated time and again around 
the world as cities race to keep up with the population in
vasion of urban communities. The hum an risks involved 
are incalculable; the staggering price tag on lives lost or 
maimed in such projects is unbelievable. All o f this, just to 
construct an edifice that sooner or later will be reduced to 
rubble or even to nuclear dust.

As I reflected on the situation, the Lord began to teach 
me a lesson.

"By the way, what risks are you taking to help build My 
Church? Do you have the courage to subject yourself to 
high altitudes, where the gales of adversity could easily 
knock you off balance? That man up there has no life- 
support system. The construction com pany feels that he's 
expendable. But I have stood the cost o f your security, for 
‘underneath are the everlasting arms.' That man on the 
19th floor is woefully underpaid and underprivileged, while 
1 have guaranteed up to a 100 percent bonus program for 
work done in My name.

“That man up there gets tired out from climbing before 
he even starts working. I have provided ‘eagles’ wings’ to 
boost you and ‘strength for the day’ to meet the demands 
of My project. Beyond all this, that man on the 19th floor 
is constructing a building that any day now will disappear.
I am building an edifice ‘eternal, in the heavens.’ a struc
ture that shall never be destroyed.

"In view of what I'm saying to you, what right do you 
have to complain of your working conditions? or the seem
ing lack of progress? or the failure to visualize the finished 
project?

“Besides all of this, that m an’s company could easily go 
bankrupt before the building is completed. Look around 
you! See all of these nearly completed but unfinished 
projects? It's different with you. You’re ‘employed’ in the 
Eternal Gospel Construction Firm. My industry will never 
go broke. You have nothing to lose. In the light of this, 
‘strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees’ (Hebrews 
12:12, NIV). You’re engaged in an everlasting business. Let 
Me say it again, in case you’ve forgotten: 7 will build My 
church.'

“So get with it. Son!’’ H

BY JAIME KRATZ, SR.
A m issionary fo r  the Church o f  the N azarene serving in Brazil.



CREATIVITY

A LA 
AYMARA

I got up early and was picked up 
at a downtown hotel in La Paz,

Bolivia, by missionary Christian 
Sarmiento. Paul Skiles and his 
brother Richard were with me.

We traveled the Altiplano in a four- 
wheel drive Toyota over rough dirt 
roads to Lake Titicaca, and after 
crossing a narrow inlet on barges, we 
drove over narrow, dangerous m oun
tain roads to a town called Copaca- 
bana. There we met a Work and Wit
ness team and Rev. Francisco Paxi, 
who is the district superintendent of 
the progressive Titicaca District. Then 
I met the pastor of the booming Co- 
pacabana church. He is Rev. Santiago 
Mamani Montes. He is a sharp, cre
ative, dedicated, loving, energetic (and 
that’s not easy at 16,000 feet) Aymara 
Indian. He not only pastors three 
churches, but once or twice a week 
takes a six- to seven-hour trip to La 
Paz in order to produce a weekly ra
dio program that covers most o f the 
Altiplano on a network of stations.

Talk about an outreach! Everyone 
has radios with FM /AM /SW  bands.
They live with a radio at their side. In 
Copacabana on Sunday morning, the pastor plays the Ay
mara broadcast over a loudspeaker system in the Central 
Plaza. Members of the church, young people especially, 
use the opportunity to go through the crowds handing out 
literature. They do the same on Saturday with the Span
ish program.

Rev. M amani is the speaker for the Aymara broadcast. 
His dream and plan is to challenge the people to achieve 
total self-support for the production and station contracts 
within five years. Not bad when you consider that most 
people in our congregations on the Altiplano earn an av
erage of $100 a year. But from the Titicaca Lake and its 
high plains to the low, sticky, hum id sea-level jungle 
surrounding Santa Cruz, you will find some of the most 
tender and loving people you’ll ever meet.

Our Spanish and Aymara broad
casts cover all the areas where the 
Church of the Nazarene has work in 
Bolivia. The Bolivian church is ex
cited about its radio ministry. Rev. 
Mamani told me: “It’s very thrilling 
for me to minister effectively to 200 
people in my church, but it’s exhil
arating to minister to close to 500,000 
with one Aymara program a week.” 
Although most of the Aymara popu
lation does not know how to write or 
read, many letters have been received, 
and many people come from long dis
tances, by foot, to attend church ser
vices that have been announced on 
the World Mission Radio programs in 
Aymara and Spanish.

I only regret you can’t see this for 
yourself! It would change your life!

Wherever I go— Hong Kong, Mex
ico, Korea, Japan, Europe, Central 
America, South America—there is a 
side of me that says, “Let me stay 
here, this is where the action is to be 
found.” But I can’t! I must go back to 
my office and ponder how in the 
world we are going to meet the re
quests for 1988, totaling $800,000, 

when only 50% of that am ount is available.
Well, folks, here’s another report about your World Mis

sion Radio ministry. Please believe me, it is working! It is 
bringing people to the Lord. It is giving the church vis
ibility, credibility, and local awareness. W hat’s more, the 
national leadership around the world is insisting on more 
and more products and funds with which to reach the lost 
and unchurched. It’s the most effective and cost efficient 
way to reach the most for the least. Please remember 
World Mission Radio. H

BY RAY HENDRIX
A dm inistra tive  assistant fo r  M ed ia  In ternational an d  director 
o f  international broadcasting and  television m arketing  at inter
national headquarters in K ansas City.

Rev. Santiago M am ani Montes, speaker and pro
ducer of the Bolivian Aymara radio broadcast.



HE EDITOR’S STANDPOINT

A REFUGE 
WHEN AFRAID

The Psalmist wrote, “W hen I am  afraid, I pu t my 
trust in thee” (56:3, RSV). His fears were not im ag
inary. He cried, “Be gracious to  me, O God, for m en 
tram ple upon m e” (v. 1). H unted  and oppressed by 
enem ies who w anted his life, the Psalm ist found his 
refuge in God. Only there can any o f us rise above 
torm enting fears.

The world is m enacing. No street is safe, no hom e 
inviolable, no life is guaranteed. N atural disasters, ac
cidents, diseases, crimes, and wars provide an appall
ing casualty list each day. Every newscast adds to the 
weight o f fears pressing upon hum an hearts. Some 
people traffic in fear, capitalizing on it to  sell m er
chandise, to  win votes, to  raise funds.

If people aren’t alarm ed by w hat is happening, 
they are frightened by what m ay happen. A nticipated 
ills have the same unnerving effect o f experienced 
ills.

G erald Reece, a colonial officer in Kenya, tells of 
replacing a m an who slept half in and half out o f his 
house. He was afraid the earth-and-tim ber roof 
would collapse on him during a rainstorm  if he slept 
indoors. But he also feared that hyenas would eat

him  if he slept outdoors. The poor fellow, already a 
victim  o f nervous breakdown, put his bed in the 
doorway so he could scram ble either way in either 
emergency.

No one wants to  live such a to rm ented  life, but 
given the nature o f our world and society it's under
standable that m any do. Jesus spoke o f m en “fainting 
with fear and with foreboding o f w hat is com ing on 
the w orld” in the last days (Luke 21:26, RSV). The 
rate o f breakdow ns and  suicides lends strength to the 
argum ents o f those who believe those last days are 
upon us.

The refuge taken by the Psalm ist can be ours to
day. Fear is conquered by faith, and here is a promise 
to undergird faith during the worst o f times: “I will 
never fail you nor forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5, RSV). 
O ur fears are dissolved, not by the absence of danger, 
but by the presence o f the Lord.

D on’t live as fear’s prisoner. T he threats you per
ceive m ay be real, but u ltim ate Reality is Jesus 
Christ, who prom ises to  be with us to  the end of the 
age.

THOSE 
DREADED COMMITTEES

1 was reading The Europeans by Luigi Barzini. He 
m entions the proposal m ade to the League o f N a
tions in 1929 for a U nited States o f Europe. Barzini 
com m ents, “The project was duly entrusted  to  a 
com m ittee and was heard o f no more.”

Com m ittees, throughout history, have been no
torious for inaction and blunderous action. The 
surest way to kill any good idea, we often rem ark, is 
to  refer it to a com m ittee. In any group discussing 
com m ittees, the old joke about horse and camel is 
bound to  surface.

The com m ittee system seems to be a necessary 
evil. A large body can only m anage its work load by 
breaking it up into categories and breaking itself up 
into com m ittees. Since the reputation o f com m ittees 
for lassitude and ineptitude seems earned, what can 
be done?

For one thing, the stereotype is overdrawn. Tons o f 
work is done, even well done, by com m ittees. Obvi
ously, com m ittees cannot act as swiftly as individu
als, but they can beat the pace o f total organizations. 
The alternative to what they do is often nothing.

Scripture records one com m ittee th a t functioned 
cooperatively and decisively, with a happy result. 
Four unnam ed  m en carried a paralyzed friend to a 
house where Jesus was teaching. Blocked from the 
door by crowds, they tore a hole in the roof and low
ered their friend into the room  at Jesus’ feet. Imagine 
their joy when the paralytic was forgiven and healed 
by the power o f Christ.

A nother thing: com m ittees can be energized by 
alert, dedicated individuals w ithin their membership. 
Individual initiative and  enterprise is at the heart of 
m ost decisions and actions that effect needed 
changes. C hurches need com m ittees and committees 
need individuals who can ignite and sustain their 
work.
. Use com m ittees. Just be sure that each one formed 
has one or m ore m em bers whose go hasn't already 
gone. W ithout com m ittees “everybody’s business is 
nobody’s business.” W ithout aggressive individuals 
the adage is transferable to the committees.
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CURSES 
AND BLESSINGS

Over 40 years ago a m an placed a solem n curse 
upon my ministry. To this day I d o n ’t know  who he 
was or where he cam e from. He showed up one night 
in a revival m eeting where I was privileged to  be the 
evangelist. After service he requested a private aud i
ence. In a Sunday School room  he tried earnestly but 
unsuccessfully to  persuade m e to accept som e eccen
tric religious notions. Despairing o f m y conversion to 
these wacky ideas, he lost patience with m e and 
cursed my m inistry in the nam e o f God. I would not 
preach long and no one would be saved by my 
preaching, he angrily declared.

Taught by Scripture to  bless those who curse me, I 
laid a beatitude upon him  and offered my hand, 
which he haughtily refused to  shake.

Decades have passed and  I am  still preaching. To 
the glory o f G od I report that He has used m y fal
tering efforts to reach hundreds for the kingdom  of 
Christ. Not one n ight’s sleep have I lost because o f 
that weird fellow’s angry curse.

Whoever he was, his nam e w asn’t Balaam. A pa
gan king observed tha t w hom  Balaam cursed was 
cursed indeed, w hom  he blessed was blessed indeed.

DEAD 
OR ALIVE

The new spaper I was glancing through had a col
umn devoted to  questions and answers abou t pets. A 
woman wrote tha t her son’s tu rtle  hadn’t m oved for 
weeks and  was em itting  a foul odor. T he lad insisted 
that the tu rtle had gone into early h ibernation. The 
animal expert, however, had ano ther suggestion— the 
turtle was dead.

It’s hard to tell w hether som e anim als are alive or 
dead. H ibernating turtles and  apathetic church m em 
bers are two such species. W here there’s life there’s 
hope, and so we have revivals. W here there’s death 
there's odor, and  the only rational options are resur
rection or in term ent. Well, crem ation m ight be an al
ternative, but how m any churches have enough fire 
to reduce their deadw ood to  ashes?

Spiritual death rarely occurs suddenly. Early w arn
ing systems are ignored, and the patient slowly but 
surely deteriorates. W eakness gradually yields to 
death. The process is alm ost im perceptible at first, 
much like the slow but inexorable process o f freezing 
to death.

A person  is dead  w hen  he can  no  longer respond

The m an who cursed me had no such power. I hope 
my blessing on him  was m ore effective than  his curse 
on me.

G od’s nam e m ay be bandied about on m en’s lips, 
but He does not surrender the power o f His nam e to 
their control. They invoke that nam e to their own 
destruction who attem pt to m anipulate it to their 
own advantage.

All my life I have heard people invoke the nam e of 
G od to curse those they hated or were angry at. M il
lions who never called the nam es o f G od or Christ in 
prayer have used those holy nam es as obscenities. 
Im agine standing before G od in judgm ent after treat
ing His nam e with such contem pt!

You can bear the curses o f m en when you enjoy 
the blessings o f God. The use o f His nam e by false 
m en is a kind o f forgery, and G od will not honor a 
phony signature. The unauthorized use o f His nam e 
has no power to harm  us. He blesses whom  He wills, 
and the devil curses them  in vain.

It’s hard to tell whether some animals are alive or 
dead. Hibernating turtles and apathetic church m em
bers are two such species.

to stimuli, like a m iser who doesn’t reach for money, 
or the lecher who doesn’t ogle a passing girl, or the 
glutton who doesn’t answer the d inner bell.

The spiritually dead do not respond to  oppor
tunities for prayer, Bible study, Christian fellowship, 
and com passionate m inistries to  hum an needs. Dead 
sheep cannot recognize the shepherd’s voice, though 
he calls them  by nam e.

Adam  Burnet told o f a m an who tried to pass off a 
corpse as a living person. He set it upright in a 
coach, bu t every jo lt knocked it over. The frustrated 
m an exclaimed, “It needs som ething in it.” G oing 
through the m otions o f w orship— songs, prayers, of
ferings, serm ons— m ay have the appearances o f life, 
but unless people are indwelt by the Spirit o f G od 
they will topple over when the going is rough.

Dead or alive? Som etim es it’s hard to  tell. Those 
barely alive are nearly dead. A revival is all tha t will 
save them .
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“SOMETIMES 
I CANT HEAR 
WHAT GOD 
SAYS TO ME, 
BECAUSE I’M 
BLABBERING 
TOO MUCH."

BLABBERMOUTH
I was talking to a bright, little five- 

year-old girl today, and we were 
discussing the m atter of praying 

to Jesus, and His response to us. She 
said: “Sometimes I can't hear what 
God says to me, because I’m blab
bering too much.” What an insight! 
“Out of the m ouths of babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained strength” 
(Psalm 8:2).

A popular religious song says: 
“Speak a little louder, Jesus.” Our 
problem is not that God does not 
speak to us, but we are so involved in 
our own thoughts, or our own conver
sation. that we miss His “still small 
voice.” We need to discover the im 
portance of getting quiet before Him 
to find that His counsel is just what 
we need, and it has been available all 
the time.

In our 20th-century noise-explosion, 
with automobiles sputtering, airplanes 
roaring, office machines clicking, ste
reos playing, radios cajoling, TVs 
sounding, and many other raucous 
noises impinging themselves on our 
ears, we have almost lost the art of 
meditation. If suddenly all the me
chanical noises should stop for five

minutes, we would almost be over
come with the oppressive silence.

Many of the music groups, even in 
the Christian world, seem to think the 
average person is deaf. They are not, 
but loss of hearing may begin its dull
ing effect upon their eardrums at 
some concerts. Measured m om ents of 
double forte enhance most music, but 
unrestricted and extended loud play
ing and singing through unkind am 
plifiers can spoil an otherwise beau
tiful num ber and leave the hearers 
unnerved.

When God wanted to reveal himself 
to Elijah, in Elijah’s time of dire need 
following the news that Jezebel was 
out to get him, He ran the gam ut of 
sounds. The incident is recorded in 
the 19th chapter of 1 Kings. As Elijah 
waited on the m ount for a “word from 
the Lord,” a strong wind rent the 
mountains, but the Lord was not in 
the wind. Next an earthquake shook 
the place, but God was not in the 
earthquake. A roaring fire followed, 
but God was not in the fire.

At last there came a “still small 
voice,” and it was God who was 
speaking. What comfort came to the

prophet in that revelation, as he dis
covered he was not alone in the 
community, but there were at least
7,000 other members of the household 
of faith who stood with him in all of 
his convictions.

The Bible says, “Be still, and know 
that I am G od” (Psalm 46:10). It also 
declares that, “In quietness and in 
confidence shall be your strength” 
(Isaiah 30:15). W hat a contrast to our 
way of thinking! O ur concept of 
power is the “Big Bang,” the clashing 
cymbals, the roaring engines.

Some of the greatest forces in the 
world move with silent, almost imper
ceptible power. For example, think of 
the springtime of nature when the sap 
of a billion trees begins to move from 
its winter abode. Soon buds burst into 
leaves, blossoms emerge, and miracles 
occur through this mighty push of na
ture.

If we could but quiet our souls and 
attune our spirits to the heavenly 
wavelength, we would discover fresh 
avenues of adequacy in our spiritual 
journey. This may involve less talking 
and more meditation. The latter is the 
more difficult in our "blabbermouth” 
culture.

The news media today illustrates so 
well the addiction to verbosity. They 
are able to take a small matter of 
molehill dimension and enlarge it to a 
m ountain of meaningless innuendos. 
Often, in their passion for free speech, 
they distort the truth, or bury it be
neath their verbiage.

Jesus indicated that even in our 
prayers we are not heard for our much 
speaking. His pattern in Matthew 6 
contains only 65 words. His emphasis 
is upon sincerity, clarity, and brevity. I 
am reminded of this bit of verse in the 
form of a prayer:

“Lord, fill my m outh with worth
while stuff.

And nudge me when I've said 
enough."

One more adm onition comes from 
the Word, lest we be dubbed a blab
bermouth: 1 Peter 1:15 says. “Be ye 
holy in all m anner of conversation.” 
May God help us all to watch our 
words lest they drown out the “still, 
small voice” of our Lord, which is so 
vital for us to hear. H

BY RAYMOND C. KRATZER
A N azarene elder and  form er disrict su
perintendent. now residing in Yakima, 
Washington.
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Nurturing
HOLINESS

ears ago I planted a garden on 
some land that had been 
scalped of its topsoil to build 

up a nearby road. I plowed and pre
pared the ground; I planted good seed; 
regular rains provided moisture; the 
sun shone its life-enkindling rays. But 
all that grew were bug-ridden, runty, 
emaciated plants! Unlike the house I 
built on the same land, which could 
be designed and crafted to specifica
tions with adequate investment and 
labor, plants (and all living things) 
need a nurturing environm ent to grow 
and live well.

Healthy gardens flourish in whole
some soil. Environm ent does make a 
difference. Similarly, holy persons 
grow to maturity in nourishing com 
munities of faith and love. Persons, as 
well as plants, need wholesome envi
ronments to develop strength and bear 
fruit. In a recent book. Im ita tion  to 
Holiness, by James C. Fenhagen, an 
Episcopal priest, says: “There is no 
way we can produce holiness, but we 
can help to create an environm ent in 
which holiness is seen as something 
that is both significant and possible 
for men and women of today.”

Too often we expect—and others 
expect us—to manufacture Christlike 
values and life-styles in Christian insti
tutions. We hope to somehow prod or 
influence, coerce or persuade each 
other to embrace and exemplify the 
gospel o f Jesus Christ. We teach, ex
hort, prescribe, even bribe! Yet though 
we plant good seed and eloquently 
coax it to grow, our sickly sprouts 
wither and die. We easily forget, as 
Fenhagen reminds us, that all we can 
effectively do is help create an envi
ronment, a nurturing atmosphere that 
helps people respond to G od’s love 
and others’ needs.

All we can effectively 
do is help create an  
environment, a 
nurturing atm osphere 
that helps people  
respond to G od’s love 
and others’ needs.

Nearly a millenium ago Bernard of 
Clairvaux said: “Not all who show us 
the way of holiness provide the helps 
that we need to go in that direction. 
For I have absolute need of two 
things: to be instructed, and to be 
helped to live out the instruction”
(The Love o f  God). We can, and 
should, teach the doctrine of holiness, 
but we cannot indoctrinate as we 
might force-feed a stubborn calf. Yet 
though we cannot manufacture holy 
persons we can prepare a wholesome 
environm ent conducive to their devel
opment.

Persons learn from their environ
ment. So shaping a healthy environ
ment is part of the educational work 
of home and church and community. 
Teaching indirectly and implicitly, our 
environment suggests and illustrates 
rather than systematically instructs. 
Such an education, Evelyn Underhill 
says, is the “deliberate adjustm ent of 
the whole environm ent o f a growing 
creature, which surrounds it with the 
most favorable influences and educes 
all its power; giving it the most helpful 
conditions for its full growth and de
velopment” (The L i fe o f  the Spirit and 
the Life o f  Today).

While we learn conceptual things 
(facts and theories) from lectures and

sermons, we learn affective things 
(compassion and love) from persons 
and communities. It’s one thing to 
hear about the majesty of the Grand 
Canyon, but quite another to stand on 
its edge and marvel at its vastness and 
multicolored beauty. Teaching people 
how to be holy involves much more 
than telling them to be holy! Truths 
we encounter incarnate in persons 
and communities teach us most truly.

So it is with holiness. In home and 
church, we teach holiness mainly by 
example. How people react to and re
late with one another, how people 
shape their daily behavior in accord 
with professed values, how organiza
tions deal with the unique situations 
posed by particular persons, all teach. 
The main question we should contin
ually ask ourselves is this: “W hat are 
persons learning by living among us?”

We learn to play basketball by play
ing basketball, and we improve as we 
play with talented players. Talks and 
theory help, but we most need skilled 
examples. A good coach, such as 
UCLA’s great John Wooden, teaches 
with lectures and uses classroom tech
niques, but he mainly helps players by 
establishing the right millieu, creating 
a positive mood, engendering a cre
ative attitude, working with them  on 
the court.

If, in propounding the doctrine of 
holiness, our performance falls short 
o f our proclamation, perhaps we 
should examine our environment and 
ask whether or not it nurtures holi
ness. H

BY GERARD REED
C haplain at Point L o m a  N azarene Col
lege in San Diego, California, and  pro
fessor o f  history, philosophy, and  re
ligion.
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HE ANSWER CORNER
Who is to administer the sacrament 

of the Lord’s Supper in the local 
church? As I read the Manual, an el
der or licensed minister may do so 
(403.7), and stewards may assist in 
the distribution of the sacrament when 
requested to do so by the minister.

Words in paragraph 423.10—“a li
censed minister who has not complied 
fully with the provisions of 403.7 shall 
arrange for the administration of the 
sacrament by an elder”— seem to im
ply that a person who does not meet 
certain qualifications should not serve 
Communion.

Does the Church of the Nazarene 
limit the serving of Communion to 
pastors, licensed ministers, elders, and 
stewards? I think it does; others differ.

The Church of the Nazarene has 
“vested with authority to administer 
the sacraments” three classes of per
sons: (1) ordained elders; (2) licensed 
ministers serving as pastors; (3) dea
cons “under the direction of a super
vising elder.”

Stewards are responsible for provid
ing the elements and, when requested 
by the pastor, for assisting in the dis
tribution of them.

Some have ignored this, insisting 
that the New Testament does not rec
ognize a sharp distinction between 
clergy and laity, and does not reserve 
to stewards any privileges or powers 
not shared by all members of the 
church.

However, unless and until changes

are made in the matter, the peace and 
order of the church will be served by 
observing the M anual provisions. A 
General Assembly “composed of m in
isterial and lay delegates in equal 
numbers” from each regular district 
has made this authorization— it is not 
an attem pt by clergy to dom inate la
ity.

For several years and by several 
preachers, I have heard it said that 
Noah took 120 years to build the ark.
I have searched the Scriptures and can 
find nothing to back up this statement.

The only reference to 120 years is 
in Genesis 6:3 when God said, “My 
Spirit will not contend with man for
ever, for he is mortal; his days will be 
a hundred and twenty years” (NIV).

There is no mention of Noah until 
he is 500 years old. He became the fa
ther of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
Genesis 7:11 states that on the 17th 
day of the 2nd month of Noah’s 600th 
year, he and his family entered the ark 
and they came out on the 27th day of 
the 2nd month of Noah’s 601st year— 
that’s 1 year and 10 days later, ac
cording to Genesis 8:13-16. Now Gen
esis 11:10 states that two years after 
the flood Shem was 100 years old. 
They were on the ark 1 year and 10 
days, so Shem had to be only 97 years 
old when he and his family and all the 
animals, along with his brothers and 
their wives and his mother and father, 
entered the ark.

I'm assuming that Noah’s sons 
helped him build the ark, since every 
one else laughed at him, so do you 
know of any other Scriptures or sound 
writings that can give us an accurate 
length of time it took to construct the 
ark?

For the record, something is said 
about Noah before he was 500. Gene
sis 5:28-29 tells us that Noah was born 
when his father Lamech was 182, and 
his father expected him to provide 
some sort of comfort or rest for the 
hardworking family.

The 120 years m entioned in Gene
sis 6:3 was the probationary period, 
the time remaining to a wicked people 
on whom the judgm ent of the Flood 
would fall.

First Peter 3:20 informs us that 
Noah preached “righteousness” during 
this interim, but again, no informa
tion is supplied about the time it took 
to build the ark.

Where Scripture is silent, guesses 
are seldom profitable. The main point 
is, he built it well and got it done on 
time, and thus he saved his family 
when disaster struck.

Conducted by 
W. E. McCUMBER, Editor
We welcome questions on biblical and 
doctrinal matters. The editor is not able 
to send  replies to questions not selected 
for publication. Address: A N S W E R  
C O R N E R  H erald o f Holiness. 6401 The 
Paseo. Kansas City, M O  64131.

UETTERS
W ARNINGS NEEDED

To concur vigorously with the senti
ments expressed in the ANSWER 
CORNER, September 1, 1987 issue, 
will date me as both old and old- 
fashioned. But death, hell, brimstone, 
and eternal dam nation are stark lan
guage used in Bible days, and much 
used in the early and mid-years of our 
beloved Church of the Nazarene.

Evangelists like John and Bona 
Fleming and C. B. Fugett, to mention 
a few, stormed the hiding places of 
hardened sinners as they warned camp 
meeting audiences about the con
sequences of sin. I’ve seen G od’s

power shake and strive until sin be
came repulsive and penitents ran to 
the mourners’ bench.

Based on Jesus’ words in the latter 
verses of Mark 9, He not only shows 
himself to be a hell-fire prophet but 
sets a decidedly clear example for 
those who would be His followers.

Modern sinners need to be warned, 
though compassionately that death, 
hell, and judgm ent await the un- 
repentant! x  M. Yarbrough

• Valrico. Florida

MAKING M USIC
“Your Second Most Im portant 

Book” by Freeman Hodgins was really 
tops, I thought.

For many years we have kept a 
copy of Praise and Worship with our

Bible and Come Ye Apart and daily 
turn to the hymn mentioned in the 
devotional booklet. The hymns are al
ways appropriate and we enjoy check
ing who wrote them and when they 
lived and how long. Once we had a 
song leader in a camp in Michigan 
who gave a little information about 
the writing of the hymns he chose. 
Very interesting. Recently I read in 
The Living Bible. “Talk with each 
other much about the Lord, quoting 
psalms and hymns and singing sacred 
songs, making music in your hearts to 
the Lord. Always give thanks . . .” 
(Ephesians 5:19-20). That is hard for 
me to do since losing my husband af
ter 59 years of happy marriage, but 1 
am trying to carry on the work we 
had been doing all those years. I play
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for senior citizens, nursing homes, 
church, and Sunday School, and God 
has given strength and grace.

I am 81 years old.
Grace Clark 
Georgetown Kentucky

LIFE SPARED
For 10 years I fought heart disease. 

About December 1, I suffered three 
successive heart attacks, the latter a 
massive one that required emergency 
quadruple bypass surgery. Following 
the operation my heart stopped and 
started twice, during which time our 
eldest son was led to the Lord by our 
pastor.

The surgery was completed but be
cause of prolonged sedation my chest 
would not close. Doctors thought it 
would take at least two days for swell
ing to go down. It took only twelve 
hours.

It was indeed a series of miracles!
To God be the glory!

Later a friend asked me if I would 
ever be able to sing again. I replied 
that I do not know, for “the Lord 
giveth and taketh.” But perhaps one 
reason God spared my life was that I 
might one day see the fulfillment of a 
longtime dream, a genuine revival 
throughout the church.

Charles C. Davidson 
Eustis, Florida

THANKS! OOPS!
Our office has been receiving your 

fine magazine for several years, thanks 
to one of my patients who attends the 
local Nazarene church. Every issue 
eventually ends up in our waiting 
room for others to enjoy.

The February 1, 1988 issue con
tained an excellent one-page article by 
evangelist Albert Lown (“Simon and

Simon”). I sincerely appreciated the 
historical background and spiritual in
sight of the article, especially the unity 
o f Believers!

There was one small geographic er
ror in the article. Joppa is today m od
em  Tel Aviv-Yafo, not Haifa, as was 
mentioned in the second paragraph.

Again, God bless you and thank 
you for an excellent magazine.

Wm. F. Duerfcldt 
Netsonville, Ohio

Please keep your letters b r ie f (50-150 
words). Letters responding to  other let
ters are not printed. We cannot reply per
sonally to  letters not selected fo r  th is fe a 
ture. Address: L E T T E R S , Herald of 
Holiness, 6401 The Paseo, K ansas City, 
M O  64131.

Note: Unsolicited m anuscripts will not 
be returned unless accom panied by a 
self-addressed, s tam ped  envelope.

[ I  Y ALL MEANS...SAVE SOME

‘MAMA, 
JESUS SAVED 
ME TODAY”
I have always believed in child evangelism in its varied 

forms. I grew up in Sunday School, attended Vacation 
Bible Schools, and have been a part of revival services 

where the emphasis was on reaching the children for 
Christ. As a pastor and a former missionary, I have been a 
wholehearted backer o f all o f the programs by which our 
church endeavors to reach children for Jesus’ kingdom. But 
last summer an event occurred in the life of my family that 
has doubled the intensity of feelings that I have along this 
line. This event was the tragic drowning of my six-year-old 
great-nephew, Joshua.

Joshua was one of those good little boys who delight 
their parents. He was full o f life, at times mischievous, but 
never malicious. He helped his mom care for his younger 
brother and sister. He learned to be kind and polite, and 
looked forward every day to fun and adventure. Perhaps 
his thirst for adventure led to his tragic death.

His first full year o f schooling had ended. Summertime 
meant vacation and Vacation Bible School. He had at
tended church sporadically and discovered in VBS a new 
avenue of learning. And what a week it was! There were 
crafts, singing, lessons, playtime, refreshments, and fun.

Something im portant happened to him. A teacher got to 
him, and all that week he asked his mom and those who 
took him to VBS about Jesus, heaven, death, etc.

On the last day of VBS the pastor talked to the children 
about being saved. Joshua was all ears. W hen the pastor in
vited them  to pray for forgiveness and to accept Christ, 
Joshua was one o f the first to respond. As the teachers and 
the pastor prayed for their students, Jesus took up His 
abode in Joshua’s heart. Joshua knew that his sins were for
given and that he was saved. Suddenly, he sensed that he 
would see Jesus if he died and went to heaven.

As soon as Joshua arrived home that afternoon, he burst 
into the house and told his m om  the exciting news. “Guess 
what, Mom, Jesus saved me today!”

Those words still ring in his m om ’s ears and they are 
burned into my memory. Less than 24 hours later, Joshua 
was on a family outing. He was on a raft on a large, deep 
pond. The raft overturned and Joshua went down. He 
struck his head on some object and never came up for air. 
By the tim e the rescue squad arrived, his body was lifeless 
but his spirit was rejoicing with his new Friend.

His was the hardest funeral I’ve ever preached. But the 
grief and tragedy were lessened by the realization that 
Joshua had been saved. Since that time, child evangelism 
has taken on a renewed meaning for me. My words and 
my efforts may be in vain for many, but if I can reach one 
more Joshua through Sunday School, Vacation Bible 
School, children’s church, children’s camp, children’s reviv
als, etc., it will be worth it. H

BY MACK ARMSTRONG
Pastor o f  the Wauseon, Ohio, Church o f  the Nazarene.
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N THE NEWS

PEOPLE 
AND PLACES
MULTICONGREGATIONAL 
M IN ISTRY “THINK  
TANK” MEETS

A ‘‘th in k  ta n k "  on m u lti-  
congregational m inistries m et 
May 6-7 in Kansas City. Those 
who joined with Ethnic Minis
tries Coordinator Michael Funk 
for the sessions included: Jim 
Bledsaw, Urban Ethnic coordi
nator for the Eastern Michigan

D r a y e r  p a r t n e r s
PETITIONS

The assembly season in the U.S.A. and C anada is in 
full swing. Pray that Nazarenes will be challenged to  do 
the work o f evangelism and church planting and fulfill 
the G reat Com m ission in vigorous ways.

Pray for the 200 Nazarene young people who will be 
involved in Youth in M ission m inistry this sum m er— 
that through them  G od will strengthen and enlarge His 
kingdom.

Sixty-nine o f the 629 N azarene m issionaries are from 
countries outside the U.S.A. and Canada. Pray tha t G od 
will continue to raise up N azarene m issionaries from 
nations and regions all over the world.

PRAISINGS
Praise G od that the message o f holiness is being in 

creasin g ly  p ro c la im e d  an d  rece iv ed  w h e rev er th e  
church is being established. There are 284,114 (full and 
probationary) Nazarene church m em bers in world m is
sion regions. In G uatem ala, 1 out o f every 368 persons 
is a Nazarene.

T he Los Angeles D istric t s tarted  one church  per 
week during the m onth  o f M ay and fully organized two 
existing works. These new starts represent five different 
cultural groups. To G od be the glory for accom plishing 
and rewarding the vision o f the leaders and people of 
this great district.

T hank  G od for victories in the T hrust to the Cities 
efforts in the Los Angeles area. As o f M arch 1, 1988, 26 
new w orks had  been  begun. G len  Van D yne, L.A. 
Thrust coordinator, reports tha t we m ay have 40 new 
congregations by the end o f 1988, which will exceed the 
goal o f 30.

Christ is building His Church. Let’s praise Him.
JOHN A. KNIGHT, Secretary 
Board of General Superintendents

District; Dennis Brown, former 
missionary whose M.A. in mis- 
siology emphasis at Fuller Theo
lo g ica l S em in a ry  S ch o o l o f  
World Mission was World View 
and World View Change; Charles 
Gailey, professor of Missiology at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary; 
Yoon Kvu Chun, pastor o f Okla
homa City First Korean and de
nom inational Korean Ministries 
coordinator; Jerry Appleby, pas
to r o f the m ulticongregational 
Pasadena Bresee Avenue Church; 
Dale Jones, statistician for the 
Church Growth Division; Dallas 
Mucci, New York district super
intendent; and Wilbur Brannon, 
Pastoral Ministries director.

The purpose of the group is to 
facilitate the increase in the num 
ber o f churches that are willing 
and  equ ipped  to  p lan t a new 
work using a multicongregation

al model. Their ideas are being 
developed into a book that will 
be written by Jerry Appleby. It 
will include materials to assist lo
cal churches in targeting and 
starting a multicongregational 
church. The book is expected to 
be ready by General Assembly 
next year.

"T h e  p o te n tia l for church 
planting am ong people of other 
languages and cultures is stag
gering if we keep in mind that we 
have  h u n d re d s  o f Nazarene 
churches that are near other eth
nic groups,” said Funk. “Our im
perative as a church should be to 
reach those people who surround 
us and using a multicultural plan 
for m inistry should help us to 
achieve this mission.”

There were approximately 124 
N azarene multicongregational 
churches at the close of 1987. □

A nother TLE in th e popu lar

Christian 
Personality 

Under 
Construction

Christian answers to anger, damaged emo
tions, getting along with others, getting 
and giving criticism. Writers include David 
Seamands and Lloyd Ogilvie.

. Leader's Guide PA083-411-1543 $1.95
Pupil Book PA083-411-1535 $2.95

Christian Personality 
Under Construction

Available from your 

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
PO Box 419527 Kansas City. M O  64141

The
OTHER 

Adult
Sunday School Lessons

Add 4% lor handling and postage 
Prices sub/ect to change without notice

Those participating in the M ulticongregational “Think Tank" included (I. to r.): M ichael Estep. Yoon Kyu Chun, Dennis 
Brown, Jerry Appleby, Charles Gailey. M ichael Funk, Jim Bledsaw, and Dale Jones.
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FALL NIROGAS— 1988
N azarene In tern ation al R etreat Of Golden Agers 

UNFORGETTABLE ENRICHMENT EXPERIENCES 

fo r  adults age 5 5  and up

GLORIETA
September 12-17. Near Santa Fe, N.Mex. Featuring Dr. Charles 

Strickland, Rev. Keith Wright, Rev. Carlton Mills, and Dr. Earl Lee.
Price: $162.50-$196.50 per person, double occupancy.

Retreat Director: Rev. A. Wayne Pittard.

RIDGECREST
September 19-23. Located in the heart of the Blue Ridge moun
tains. Special Speaker: Dr Forrest Nash. Price: $151.50 per per
son, double occupancy. Retreat Director: Rev. Chuck Acheson.

ADIRONDACKS
September 26-30. Schroon Lake, N Y. 

Retreat Director: Rev. Tim Stearman.

VICTORIA, B.C.
October 10-14. At the beautiful Empress Hotel. Speakers: Dr 
Ponder Gilliland, Dr Earl Lee, and Dr. Arnold Airhart. Price: 
$332.20 (Canadian) per person, double occupancy.
Retreat Director: Dr. Riley Coulter.

ST. SIMONS
November 7-11. Located just off the coast of Georgia on St. Si
mons Island. Speakers: Rev Wallace and Waulea Renegar. Price: 

$136 to $186 per person, double occupancy. 
Retreat Director: Rev. Hilton Gillespie.

SPRING NIROGAS— 1989

FLORIDA OZARK
February 27— March 3 May 1-5

For more information or registration folders write or call:
NIROGA, International Church of the Nazarene, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131

(816) 333-7000, ext. 497



Pictured (I. to r., seated) are Greater Houston Convention & Visitors Bureau’s (GHCVB) Associate Director of Conventions 
and Trade Shows Bill H aw es; N azaren e  G eneral S ec re ta ry  B. Edgar Johnson; and E xecutive V ice P res id en t. 
Astrodome/Astrohall Stadium Corporation, Jim m ie D. Fore; and (standing) GHCVB President Don S. Vaughn.

1993 ASSEMBLY 
RETURNS TO TEXAS

The Church of the Nazarene 
will hold its 23rd Q uadrennial 
G en e ra l A ssem bly  an d  c o n 
ventions June 23—July 1, 1993 
at the Astrodomain Complex in 
Houston, according to B. Edgar 
Johnson, general secretary. John
son represented the denom ina
tion in a ceremony announcing 
the choice o f the Texas city as the 
General Assembly site in Hous
ton, April 28.

T h is  is th e  f i r s t  t im e  th e  
Church of the Nazarene has held 
its general assembly in Houston, 
although the denom ination has a 
rich history in the State o f Texas. 
One of the principal three groups 
that joined together to create the

Church of the Nazarene in 1908 
had its roots in Texas where the 
holiness movement was centered 
around Greenville and Hamlin. 
The 1908 m eeting occurred at 
Pilot Point. Tex., ju s t north of 
Dallas. One other general assem
bly was held in Texas in 1976 
when the body convened in Dal
las. □

— AW

TAX-SHELTERED 
ANNUITY PLAN IS 25  
YEARS OLD

November 1, 1963, the Naza
rene Supplem ental Retirem ent 
Program for Nazarene ministers 
and church-em ployed laym en 
went into effect with the launch
ing o f the Tax-Sheltered Annuity 
Plan. Now, 25 years later, the

Tax-Sheltered A nnu ity  (TSA) 
Plan continues to provide a vital 
supp lem en t to  the re tirem en t 
needs o f  those w ho serve the 
church in an employed capacity.

Dr. D ean Wessels, ad m in is
trator of the Board of Pensions 
and Benefits USA, reports that 
the program, which enrolled 56 
persons in its first year, has now 
enlisted over 5,300 persons with 
annual deposits o f over $5.5 mil
lion in 1987 and  a to ta l cash 
value of nearly $57 million. New 
contributions in the program this 
year receive 8 'A percent annual 
effective interest.

Taxes are deferred in the year 
o f deposit and on interest as it is 
earned. Substantial am ounts can 
be withdrawn as a tax-free hous
ing allowance by Nazarene m in

isters. W hen taxable funds are 
w ithdrawn in retirement they are 
often taxed at a lower rate be
cause total income is usually less.

Wessels reports that each year 
more churches with parsonages 
are recognizing the need to assist 
in building a housing equity fund 
for the ir m in ister's retirement 
home. The TSA plan provides a 
good place to  invest those funds 
on a tax-sheltered basis.

For ad d itiona l information, 
contact the office of the Board of 
P en sio n s an d  B enefits USA, 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, 
MO 64131. □

G L0RYLAND PRISON 
M IN ISTRIES

Two hours passed quickly in 
the prison during  the Sunday 
evening service, February 21, as 
p rison  chap la ins, singers, ex
offenders, and offenders’ family 
m em bers m inistered to nearly 
200 people. Bruce Johnson, a 
m em ber o f  the Carroll, Ohio, 
G loryland Church, is coordinat
ing a prison ministry to area pe
nal institutions.

Four o f the Gloryland mem
bers are involved in this ministry, 
attending Colson prison minis
try  s e m in a r s  to  ga in  wider 
knowledge. Their ministry con
sists o f  regularly  visiting and 
writing to several inmates, minis
tering to the family members of 
inm ates, and instituting an ex
offenders support group. Accord
ing to one Gloryland member, 
ministries “are ever expanding as 
G od opens the doors of oppor
tunity to serve those incarcerated 
in the Ohio penal system.” □

Add 4

19 8 8 -8 9  CHILDREN’S M IS S IO N  STUDY KIT
An entire year (12 lessons) in one handy 
kit with all the material needed— study 
guide, study sheets, related resource 
items— for helping children understand 
that we care for the hungry, hurting, and 
hopeless. p a u -40s s c  $15.95

M ISSIO N BOOK PACKET
Set of six children's books plus a full- 

lor reading chart, p a u -1988 . .  .$10.95
A vsilable at the District Assembly or direct trom your

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 
0 . Box 419527* Kansas City, M 0 64141

iostage Prices subject to change without notice
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Chaplain Curt Bowers (I.), Chaplaincy M inistries director, recently adm inistered  
the oath of allegiance to Daniel T. Ames, officially commissioning him as a CPT 
in the Chaplain Candidate Program  of the United States Army. Dan is a West 
Point graduate and left the m ilitary  to attend sem inary. He w ill be eligible for 
active duty after graduation from sem inary and ordination.

Receiving eagles in a promotional ceremony from rank of Lt. Col. to Colonel is 
Chaplain W illiam  H. Bridges, assistant to Command Chaplain, Tactical Air Com
mand, Ohio Air National Guard (Reserve). Officiating are Brig. Gen. Robert Pres
ton (r.), Commander, Ohio Air National Guard and Assistant Adjutant General, 
Ohio State; and Brig. Gen. Keith Kram er (I.), Commander, 121st Tactical Fighter 
Wing, Ohio Air National Guard. Bridges is associate pastor of the Bedford, Ohio, 
Church.

m m m
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Nine chaplains graduated from  the U.S. Army Chaplains School at Fort Monmouth, N.J., April 14. The Church of the 
Nazarene comprised 10%  of the total number of graduating chaplains. Since the quota system has been tem porarily lifted  
from the Army there is more opportunity for evangelical chaplains. Shown (I. to r., back row) are Herb Heavner, Fort 
Jackson; John Gwinn, Fort Stewart; Jack Nix, Fort Riley; M arty Streisslinger, Fort Ord; Dennis Krumlauf, Fort Bennings; 
(front row) Larry Blum, Fort Carson; David Brown, Fort Hood; Dave Scharff, Fort Drum; and Jeff M ason. Fort Campbell.

FIVE MORE DISTRICTS 
ENROLL IN NHHP

Five more districts have joined 
the Nazarene Health and Hospi
ta l iz a t io n  P rog ram  (NHHP) 
since January 1, 1988. according 
to Dr. Dean Wessels, adminis
trator o f the Board of Pensions 
and Benefits USA.

The new districts are Dallas, 
M ississippi, Southern Florida, 
S o u th w e s t O k la h o m a , and 
Washington Pacific. This brings 
the num ber of participating dis
tric ts to  56 in addition  to six 
church agencies. Over 80 percent 
o f all U.S. Nazarene churches are 
now eligible to participate.

N H H P makes available medi
cal insurance coverage for pas
to rs , c h u rc h -e m p lo y e d  lay
persons, and their families, the 
program is uniquely designed to 
allow portability o f coverage in 
transfers between districts with
out the participant having to re
prove insurability and without 
w a itin g  p e rio d s  or new pre
existing limitations. □

NEWS OF 
EVANGELISM
EVANGELIST’S 
C O M M ITM EN T NETS 
RESULTS

M ayfield, Ky„ First Church 
had been anticipating their re
vival with evangelist Don Ballard 
for some time. When Mrs. (Lola) 
Ballard died of cancer the Mon
day before the special services 
were to begin, it looked as though 
the Holy Spirit’s plans for the 
church might be thwarted.

However, when the time for 
the revival came. Rev. Ballard 
was there. According to Pastor 
Donnie Browning, "Rev. Ballard 
delivered the messages God had 
given him, and our church ex
p e rie n c e d  an  old-fashioned, 
Holy Ghost revival."

Perhaps because evangelist 
Ballard’s com m itm ent to evan
gelism took precedence over his 
own sorrow, over 150 spiritual 
victories were won around an al
tar of prayer. □

ANTICIPATION PAYS OFF
“There was a sense of antici

pation and excitement that was 
su s ta ined  th roughou t the re
vival,” reports Pastor Brian Fitch 
o f the Union, Oreg., church.

Under the anointed ministry

“Welcome to the Church of the Nazarene: Introducing 
Our Family” is a 30-minute film designed for use in mem
bership preparation classes and to inform potential members 
about the Church of the Nazarene. It will premiere at PAL- 
CON III and will be available on videocassette (PAVA-5995) at 
a special conference price of $19.95 (retail price is $29.95).

A companion book and leader’s guide (PAU-1395), both 
titled Welcome to the Church o f  the Nazarene: An Intro
duction to Membership, have also been developed for use in 
membership preparation classes. They will be available at 
PALCON III in a special packet for $13.95 (three texts and a 
leader’s guide).

Be sure and pick up your copies at PALCON III or place 
your order through Nazarene Publishing House.

28 Herald o f  Holiness/June 15, 1988



of evangelist James Heckathorn, 
12 persons found spiritual help at 
an altar of prayer.

“We had been working on one 
man for over a year,” said Rev. 
Fitch. “Even so, he had never at
tended one of our regular wor
ship services. But he was here 
with his family for every service 
from Tuesday through Sunday. 
He was saved through Rev. Heck- 
athorn’s preaching and is now 
working through the Basic Bible 
Studies.”

Another young m an had been 
attending the church for some 
time, yet had never made a pro
fession of faith He m et Jesus 
Christ as his personal Savior the 
first evening of revival, and he, 
too, has begun the Basic Bible 
Studies. □

A NOTE 
OF THANKS

Pastor Jam es D. Taylor (r.), of Irmo First Church in Columbia, S.C., welcom es new  
mem bers; (I. to r.) Ken and Jeannette Oritz, and her m other M rs. Hazel Bacon, 
98 years young. They joined this young home mission church by profession of 
faith.

“We are so thankful to our church fo r  all 
the wonderful benefits we have received since 
jo in in g  in 1944: an opportun ity fo r  a Chris
tian education, a p lace to pastor, an d  a 
church in which to raise our fam ily. Now, in 
our golden years, our church still remembers. 
The letters, cards, gifts, an d  the pension we re
ceive each m onth are appreciated. We are 
happy an d  blessed an d  we w ant our church to 
kn ow  that we are thankful.”

— Retired m inister 
an d  his wife

The “Basic” Pension and Benefit programs for 
Nazarene ministers and their widows are pro
vided by you through payment of your local 
church’s Pensions and Benefits Fund.

Board of Pensions and Benefits USA

Yesl I. too . w a n t to  b e  a  m em b e r o f the  LAYMEN'S TAPE CLUB. 
Unless p rov iden tia lly  h indered, l co m m it myself to  a  fu ll year's 
subscription a n d  understand  th a t unless I in d ic a te  a  c a n c e l
la tion in w riting, m y subscrip tion  will c o n tin u e  inde fin ite ly  
Cassette tapes  a re  $3.98 p e r m onth, b u t will be  b illed qua r
terly a t $11 .94  plus 4% fo r hand ling  a n d  p o s ta g e  All ca s 
settes a re  g u a ra n te e d

SEND TO

ADDRESS .

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE • P.O. Box 4 19 5 2 7 , Kansas City, M O  64141

ILLU S TR A TED  _

Bible Life

Sixty-four pages o f photos o f Bi

ble lands and bib lica l archaeo

logical discoveries, maps, com
mentary on each passage in the 

quarter’s study, and one article to 
accompany each lesson.

ADDED FEATURE—A ll resource 
material for a specific lesson to

gether No more flipping pages 

from articles to lesson-related  
commentary. More and larger 

photos.

Order EVERY QUARTER on the 

Church Literature/Supplies Order 
Blank

NOTE: Individual subscription 
(4 copies per ye a r) $11.25

Prices subject to change without notice

NAZARENE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 

P.O. Box 419527 
Kansas City, MO 64141

D ate

July
Selection

Mail
Today

ACCOUNT NUMBER

LAYMEN’S TAPE CLUB
For Your E ncouragem ent
Side O ne Side Two
Bible Reading: Psalm 84 

— John Corrigan  
Bible Study: "I Am the 

Resurrection"
— Don W. Dunnington  

“Faithful Father M edley" 
The A d e q u a cy  of Christ 

— D. I. V a nderpoo l 
D evotiona l Nuggets

Church Growth in the  Philippines 
— M errill Williams 

A Father's Diary: C reative  
D iscip line 

— Ron A ttig  
“Father, We Thank You"
Sunday School Reflections 

— G ene Van N ote
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The AMBASSADORS of Trevecca Nazarene College, Nashville, toured the British 
Isles M ay 10-23. Concerts w ere scheduled at Bournemouth, Bristol, Trefeca 
Coleg (after whom Trevecca was nam ed), Glasgow, M anchester, Leeds, Croy
don, and London. The AMBASSADORS also participated in a W esley Rally in

M anchester as part ol the national celebration of W esley's Aldersgate experi
ence. Rev. Barry Bryant (a Trevecca graduate now pastoring in England) made 
the concert arrangem ents. Professor Fred A. Mund, chairm an of the Department 
of Music, is the founder/director of the AMBASSADORS

OUR
COLLEGES AND 
SEMINARIES
17 GRADUATE FROM  
APNTS

Northwest Nazarene College 
President G ordon Wetmore de
livered the address at the third 
com m encem ent o f Asia-Pacific 
Nazarene Theological Seminary 
March 26, according to LeBron 
Fairbanks, A PNTS presiden t. 
Wetmore serves as the chairman 
of the quadrenn ia l E ducation  
Commission for the Church of 
the Nazarene.

Seventeen students were a part 
o f the APNTS Class o f '88. De
grees aw arded  inc luded : five 
M.Div.’s; five M.A.’s in religious 
education; one M.A. in religion; 
and six B.Th.’s.

G uests present for the com 
m encem ent included; G eorge 
Rench, Asia-Pacific Regional di
rector, and Ozias Liboon, AP
NTS Board chairman. □

—AW

PLNC STUDENTS  
SHARE THEIR M ISSION

Many U.S. cities braced them 
selves this spring for the college 
invas ion  th a t h ap p en s every 
spring vacation. Thousands of 
students poured into popular va

cation spots and blew off steam 
before returning to school and fi
nal exams. This student invasion 
generally m eant tha t the cities 
had to  clean up after the youth 
left.

But three com m unities were 
glad to see the invasion of stu
dents from Point Lom a N aza
rene College during spring break. 
The Arizona towns of Somerton 
and Chilchinbeto and Ram ah in 
New M exico d id n ’t board  up 
th e ir  s to re fro n ts  because  the 
PLNC students cam e to build, 
not destroy.

For th e  fou rth  year a w ork 
force o f  110 teens descended  
upon  th e  In d ia n  tow ns. T he 
group, led by 24 PLNC college 
students, bu ilt a parsonage in 
Somerton on the Cocopah reser
vation. They then proceeded to 
Chilchinbeto and poured a slab 
of concrete for another parson
age on the Navajo reservation. 
After crossing into New Mexico, 
the group rem odeled a church 
addition.

The students not only gave up 
a week o f their tim e and worked 
for free, bu t each paid for the 
privilege. To meet the expense of 
traveling from San Diego to Ari
zona, each student contributed 
toward the cost o f the trip. The 
remaining expenses of the group 
were financed through a special

m issionary  offering  from  the 
Church of the Nazarene.

The main job of the PLNC stu
d e n ts  was to  a ss is t th e  h igh 
school students as they worked. 
“O ur college kids worked along
side th e  high schoo le rs from  
m any N azarene churches, and 
made sure everyone who partici
pated felt a part o f the work,” said 
D ana Walling, PLNC associate 
for student developm ent/com 
m unity  life. W alling, w ho has 
been a part o f the work for the

last three years, sees the college 
student’s role as one of facilitator. 
“It is especially good for the high 
school and college age kids to in
teract with the Indian people,” 
says Walling.

Walling and Bob Page. PLNC 
d irector o f cam ps and confer
ences who led the project, have 
seen it grow over the last four 
years from a local high school 
youth trip to  a large construction 
project that involves young peo
ple from several denominations.

WANTED ISocial Workers 
Who Can Write

The Association of Nazarenes in Social Work (ANSW) is 
extending a call for authoritative papers on subjects re
lating to the field of human services, for presentation at 
our next national conference

June 19-20, 1989 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Topics MUST BE submitted by July 22, 1988. Presenters 
of selected papers will receive FREE registration.

Interested? 
or write 

Conference Chmn. 
Champaign,

Call 217-356-8323 
C. J. Sizemore 
2314 Barberry 
IL 61821
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FOR 
THE RECORD
DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 
INFORMATION
SOUTHWEST INDIANA— July 20-21. 

Vanderburgh Auditorium Convention 
Center, 715 Locust, Evansville, IN 
47715. Host Pastor: Garland Wallace. 
General Superintendent: Dr Jerald D. 
Johnson.

HOUSTON— July 21. Houston Spring 
Branch, 1001 Campbell Rd., Houston, 
TX 77055. Host Pastor: Bill Coulter. 
General Superintendent: Dr. John A. 
Knight.

NORTHEASTERN IN D IA N A — J u ly  
21-22. District Center, 1794 S. 350 E., 
Marion, IN 46953. Host: Ronald La- 
hey. General Superintendent: Dr. Ray
mond W. Hurn.

PITTSBURGH— July 22-23. Mt. Chest
nut Campgrounds, 177 North Rd., 
Butler, PA 16001. Host Pastor: Robert

B. Calhoon. General Superintendent: 
Dr. Charles H. Strickland.

MINNESOTA— July 27. Richfield United 
Methodist Church, 5835 Lyndale Ave. 
S., Minneapolis, MN 55419. Host Pas
tor: Rodger Manning. General Super
intendent: Dr. Charles H. Strickland.

NORTHWEST OKLAHOMA— July 27. 
First Church, 6789 N.W. 39th Express
way, Bethany, OK 73008. Host Pastor: 
Melvin McCullough. General Superin
tendent: Dr. Eugene L. Stowe.

EAST TENNESSEE— July 28-29, noon. 
First Church, Main & Willow Sts., Chat
tanooga, TN 37404. H ost Pastor: 
John R. Andrus. General Superinten
dent: Dr William M. Greathouse.

NAZARENE CAMP  
MEETINGS
CHICAGO CENTRAL— Aug. 1-7. Dis

tric t Center, Aroma Park, III. Workers: 
Denny Owens and P. L. Liddell, evan
gelists; Darw in Speicher, singer. E. 
Keith Bottles, district superintendent.

NEW MEXICO— Aug. 1-7. Bonita Park 
Nazarene Conference Center, Cap-

itan, NM 88316. Workers: Jim Diehl 
and Russell Human. Leon F. Wyss, 
district superintendent.

NEW ENGLAND— Aug. 3-7. W indsor

Hills Nazarene Camping Center at 
W indsor, N.H. W orker: M anuel J. 
Chavier, Sr. Neale O. McLain, district 
superintendent.

The Irmo, S.C., church recently dedicated their new sanctuary and educational 
facilities, The service was led by Pastor Jam es D. Taylor. Form er District Super
intendent D. Moody Gunter, who organized the church in 1983, brought the m es
sage, and District Superintendent Jam es M . Bearden assisted in the service. The 
appraised value of the building is $350,000 , and the indebtedness is $87,000.

For families, pastors,
SS teachers, d is tr ic t leaders, 
and interested lay- people.

Registration: $10.00  per 
family or $5.00 per person

Location: Nazarene D is tric t 
Campground 
2708 M orse Rd. 
Colum bus, OH 

43229 
Phone: 

6 1 4 -4 75 -1728

For more

information contact:

Southeast Asian

Family Camp and 
Conference
August 16-21 

Columbus, Ohio

*mc:cAsfi: :.s> £)o fcnrtt* ^r* J ICU
. \nf\ & io-* ] AJ

f t  Qj C/ \ N a r a r e n e  D i s t r i c t  O ta p gr ou nd(O 27 08  H o r s e  Road 
C o l u m b u s , O hi o  43 22 9 
j f W O  6 1 4 - 4 7 5 - 1 7 2 8

CXJ •* 47 ^  1 C\>

Cambodian: Rev. Cheap San 
6 14 -276 -9735  

Laotian: Dr. Chanthone
K ounthapany 
6 1 4 -2 35 -9422  

Vietnamese: Ringo Tran or 
Sophie Tran 
6 1 4 -8 63 -3189

English: Ed Grindley, 
Central Ohio 
D is tric t
6 1 4 -8 75 -1262

iLcjp : cnnngj
« 6 1 4 - 2 7 6 - 9 7 3 5

I 4
Dr.  C h a n t h o n e  K ou n t h a p a n y  

JJ f W C l i  6 1 4 - 2 3 5 - 9 4 2 2  6 -1
. t $ y « f u r j c s  ’  Ring o T r a n  o r  S o p h i e  Tr a

: Ed C r i n d l e y ,  r ,tJfc i <7inLU r t A m  AS™ ^ u n
S i W n  : 6 1 4 - 8 7 5 - 1 2 6 2* 1

Sponsored by Central O h io  D istrict 
and Church Extension Ministries

M ichae l R. Funk, C oo rd ina to r, E thn ic  M in is tr ie s

When should you 
plan your will?

(choose any 4)
□  During your pastor’s 

next serm on on 
heaven.

□  O th e r_______________

□  After the birth of 
your first grandchild.

□  W hen one of the 
“old gang” expires  
suddenly.

Any of the above may serve to remind us that time is 
still marching— and today is a very good time to prepare 
your will, so that your heirs won’t be at loose ends “to
morrow.”

Your church, too, can benefit— or Christian education 
or missions. You can put the whole world in your will 
through a special bequest to the work of Christ.

HOW TO START: Use the coupon at right to request 
our free booklet, “ H o w  to  M a k e  a  W ill T h a t  w o rk s .” 
There’s no obligation.

Life Income Gifts Services In Canada: Church of the Nazarene
Church of the Nazarene 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131 
Attn: Robert D. Hempel 
Rev.
Mr.
M rs .__________________
Miss
A ddress______________

Executive Board 
Box 30080, Station B 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2M 4N7

City .

S ta te . Z ip .

Telephone ( 

Birth Date __
(Month) (Day) (Year)

Birth Date of Spouse .
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WILL YOUR 
CHILD SAY
( I B  I  A l l

TO SEXUAL 
PRESSURE?
Families find themselves in the midst of a battle of 
epidemic proportions— a battle for the sexual purity 
of our youth. It’s time to take decisive action. The 
1987 “Study on Teen Sexuality in the Evangelical 
Church” indicates the seriousness of this conflict. 
The results are shocking.
A majority of church youth surveyed:
• H ave been  sexua lly  intim ate by age 1 8
• S a id  that their p e ers  a n d  the  m ed ia  (television a n d  

m ovies) w ere their p r im e  source  o f  in form ation  about 
sex

• C a n n o t sta te  that th ey  believe heavy p e ttin g  was m o r
ally unacceptable  be fore  m arriage

• O ver 3 5 %  cou ld  no t sta te  that p rem arita l sexu a l in ter
course  was m orally  unacceptable

Our Nazarene youth are not immune!

HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD SAY 
“NO” TO SEXUAL PRESSURE
Equipping p aren ts  to  be able to  b e tte r  d iscuss issues of sex 
with their teen.
Series includes 8 sessions of 2 5  to  3 0  m inu tes each  w ith 
leader’s guide and  su p p o rt resources.
P A V A -795 -V H S  N PH  price $139.95

NO! THE POSITIVE ANSWER
Providing a  forum  for teen s to  discover w hy w aiting is w orth  
the  wait. Series includes 4  sessions to taling  6 0  m inutes, m an 
ual, and activity leaflets.
P A V A -791 -V H S ....................................................N PH  price $65.95
PAVA-790-VHS P R E V IE W  V ID E O — 2 3  m inutes, 10-day 
re tu rn  available upon req u est a t no charge
P rices sub ject to  cha ng e  w ith o u t no tice A d d  4 %  fo r  h a n d lin g  a n d  po s ta ge

Available N O W  from  your
Nazarene Publishing House •  P.O. Box 419527  •  Kansas City, MO 64141

W ISCONSIN— Aug. 3-7. University of 
W isconsin , A llen Center, S tevens 
Point, Wl 54481. Worker: Granville 
Romer. Laurel L. Matson, district su
perintendent.

ARIZONA— Aug. 5-14. Camp Pinerock, 
1400 Pine Dr., Prescott, AZ 86301. 
Workers: Benjamin Reid and Steven
C. Fletcher. Bill E. Burch, district super
intendent.

AKRON— Aug. 7-14. District Nazarene 
Center, 8020 Nazarene Ave., Lou
isville, OH 44641. Workers: Stephen 
Manley and C. Hastings Smith. Floyd 
O. Flemming, district superintendent,

C ANAD A W EST (ALBERTA)— Aug. 
7-14. Camp Harmattan (22 km. west 
of Olds, Alta., on Hwy. 27). Workers: H. 
B. London, Jr., and Arnold Airhart, 
evangelists: Ron Johnson, singer. 
Glenn Follis, district superintendent.

EASTERN MICHIGAN— Aug. 7-14. Dis
tr ic t Center, 6477 N. Burkhart Rd., 
H ow e ll, M l 4 88 4 3 . W o rke r: Don 
Pfeifer. Marselle Knight, district super
intendent.

WEST VIRGINIA NORTH and WEST 
VIRGINIA SOUTH— Aug. 7-14. Naza
rene C am pground , Hwy. 41, Box 
2176 , S u m m ersv ille , W V 26651 . 
W orkers: G ary Bond, H. H. Hen- 
dershot, and Paul and M artha Eby. 
John W. Dennis (North) and C. Harold 
Sm ith (South), d is tric t superin ten
dents.

HOUSTON— Aug. 8-14. Walker County 
Fairgrounds, Huntsville, Tex. Workers: 
Richard Strickland, Bob Hoots, and 
Wally and Ginger Laxson. J. W. Lan
caster, district superintendent.

NORTHERN MICHIGAN— Aug. 8-14. 
Free M ethodist Campground, Man- 
ton, Mich. Workers: Nelson Perdue 
and Gary Haines. Milton E. Hoose, dis
tric t superintendent.

VIRGINIA— Aug. 8-14. Sprouses Cor
ner, HC-02, Box 373, Buckingham, VA 
23921. Workers: S tuart M cW hirter 
and Wally and Ginger Laxson. Charles 
Thompson, district superintendent.

NEW YORK— Aug. 12-21. Camp Tacon- 
ic, Red Hook, N Y. Workers: Charles 
Shaver and David and Dana Blue. Dal
las D. Mucci, district superintendent.

PHILADELPHIA— Aug. 12-20. North 
East Nazarene Camp, North East, MD 
21901. Workers: Jim Crabtree, Henry 
Spaulding, and Jim  and Rosemary 
Green. Talmage Haggard, district su
perintendent.

OREGON PACIFIC (Southern)— Aug. 
9-14. Rogue River State Park on I-5, 
Rogue River Oreg. Worker: Denny 
Owens. Gerald E. Manker, d istrict su
perintendent.

OREGON PACIFIC (N orthern)— Aug. 
16-21. Jennings Lodge, M ilwaukie, 
Oreg. Workers: Gary Henecke and 
Lenny and Joy Wisehart. Gerald E. 
Manker district superintendent.

MOVING M IN ISTERS
RICHARD A. BUSHEY, Jr., from Howell, 

Mich., to Decatur (III.) West Side 
JEFFREY T. JOHNSON, student, NTS. 

Kansas City, to associate, Clarksville 
(Tenn.) Park Lane 

JAMES R. LAYMON, from Pine Moun
tain, Ga„ to Dublin (Ga.) First 

JOHN J. MARRA, associate, Duncan
ville  (Tex.) Trinity, to  pastor, Wax- 
ahachie, Tex.

JERRY L. PEARSON, student SNU, 
Oklahoma City, to pastor Whitesboro, 
Tex.

DAVID H. SHIRER from Terra Alta, W.Va., 
to Waltersburg, Pa.

HAROLD L. STICKNEY from Porterville, 
Calif., to Meridian (Idaho) Valley Shep
herd

J. PAUL TURNER, General Assignment, 
Adult Ministries, Kansas City, to asso
ciate, Nampa (Idaho) College 

EVERETT C. TUSTIN, associate, Is- 
saquah, Wash., to  associate, Oak Har
bor Wash.

JERRY D. ULRICH from Cadillac, Mich., 
to  Merriville, Ind.

W ILLIAM  C. W RIGHT to Brunswick 
(Ga.) Bethel

M OVING MISSIONARIES
REV. KENNETH and RUTH CARNEY-, 

Puerto Rico, Field address: P.O. Box 
29696, 65th Infantry Ave. Station, Rio 
Piedras, PR 00929 

REV, VICTOR and NANCY DUNT0N-, 
Puerto Rico, Furlough address: 25196 
S. Schoenborn Rd., Mulino, OR 97042 

REV. DAVID and BEVERLY GRUVER, 
Paraguay, S ta teside  address: 713 
Vista Abajo N.E., Albuquerque, NM 
87123

REV BILL and GAIL PATCH, Korea, Fur
lough address: c /o  Spence, Rte. I, 
Pleasantville, PA 16341 

REV. HERBERT and ALYCE RATCLIFF, 
Bermuda, Furlough address: 6916 
Kittery Ave., C itrus Heights, CA 95621 

REV, STEPHEN and IRENE RIEDER, 
Taiwan, Field address: Box 3-02, Pei- 
tou, 11272 Taiwan, Republic of China 

DR. RUTH SAXON, Trinidad, Furlough 
address: c /o  Lyon, 1100 Amherst Dr., 
Dothan, AL 36301 

REV, KEN and JOANNA SCHUBERT 
Korea, Field address: Kwang Jang 
Apt. 7-203,28 Yoi do dong, Seoul 150, 
Korea

REV. ALFRED and ARLENE SWAIN, 
Chile, Field address: Casilla 123, Cor- 
reo 30, Santiago, Chile 

M ISS ELLEN SYVRET, Papua New 
G u in e a , F u r lo u g h  address: c/o 
Clarkson, 9 Adel Vale, Leeds LS16 
8LF, W. Yorkshire, England 

REV KEN and CAROLYN WADE, Bot
swana, Furlough address: c/o Wade, 
1978 E. 950 N„ Ossian, IN 46777

‘ Specialized Assignment Personnel

ANNOUNCEMENTS
July 31 the Ellis Church of the Naza

rene, Crowley, La., will celebrate its 
75th anniversary. The church was or
ganized in 1913 under the leadership of 
then District Superintendent T. C. Lec- 
key.

AM form er pastors, members, and 
friends are invited to attend. For more 
information contact Pastor J. H. Pat
terson, Rte. 2, Box 284, Crowley, LA 
70526.

Mishawaka, Ind., First Church will 
celebrate its 60th anniversary August 7. 
Activities of the day will begin with Sun
day School at 9:30 a.m. followed by the 
morning service, which will feature a mu
sical concert by Ron and Carolyn Patti. 
There will be a potluck dinner and an 
afternoon service will begin at 2:30 p.m. 
This service will include a mortgage 
burning ceremony, a message by Super
intendent Thomas Hermon of the North
west Indiana District, testimonies and 
greetings by former pastors, and music 
by former members.

Former pastors and families, as well 
as form er and current members, and 
friends, are invited to attend.

Please send all correspondence to 
60 th  A nn ive rsa ry  Committee, First
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Church of the Nazarene, 610 N. Logan 
St., Mishawaka, IN 46545.

The Bethel Church, Arenzville, III.,
will celebrate its 75th anniversary Au
gust 28. Special services will begin at 
9:45 a  m  The special speaker tor the day 
will be General Superintendent Jerald D. 
Johnson. Following the morning wor
ship, there will be a potluck dinner in the 
fellowship hall. The afternoon service will 
begin at 2:30 p .m . ,  and a reception will 
follow.

All former members, pastors, and 
friends are invited to  be a part o f this 
celebration. Those who cannot attend 
are encouraged to send greetings and 
family pictures. For more information, 
please contact Mrs. Irvin Hendricker, 
R.R. 3, Box 422, Beardstown, IL 62618.

Malden, Mo., First Church will cele
brate its 80th anniversary w ith a special 
service at 3 p .m . August 28. All former 
pastors, members, and friends are in
vited to be a part of th is celebration. 
Those unable to attend are encouraged 
to send greetings to First Church of the 
Nazarene, PO Box 334, Malden, MO 
63863. Rev. Hiram Sanders, Missouri 
district superintendent, will be the spe
cial speaker

Bethany, Okla., Calvary Church will 
celebrate its 35th anniversary the week
end of September 10-11. A Praise Con
cert is planned for Saturday night, which 
will include former ministers of music, 
groups of the past and present, and a 
celebration choir o f past and present 
choir members. Sunday will include a 
special worship service, dinner on the 
grounds, and an afternoon service be
ginning at 3 p m .  District Superintendent 
and former pastor Carl Summer is the 
special speaker.

Pastor Ronald G. Greeno and the Cal
vary families invite all whose lives have 
been touched by the church's m inistry to 
celebrate this special occasion. For fur
ther information, or to send greetings or 
pictures, please write: Calvary Church of 
the Nazarene, 3100 N. Rockwell, Beth
any, OK 73008.

The Monterey, Tenn., church will cel
ebrate its 85th anniversary September 
11. Dr Leslie Parrott, grandson of tw o of 
the charter members, will be the special 
speaker. All former pastors, members, 
and friends are invited to  attend or to 
send greetings.

Dr. Phillip C. Jones is the pastor For 
further information contact the church, 
(615) 839-2609 or write 106 N. Poplar 
St.. Monterey, TN 38574.

Announcem ents shou ld  reach us 
three months prior to the date of the 
event announced.

VITAL STATISTICS
LONGTIME CHURCHMAN DIES

Charles Edgar Williamson, 83, died in 
Port Arthur, Tex., April 17. Uncle Charlie 
was saved in 1947 at Port Arthur Grace 
Church, and was a member for 41 years, 
serving 30 years on the church board as 
a trustee.

His first wife, Lena, preceded him in 
death on August 3,1968. He is survived 
by his wife, Leta; 2 sons, Robert of Port 
Arthur, Tex., and Ed of Raytown, Mo.; a 
daughter, Charlene B radford o f Port 
Neches. Tex.; 2 step-children, Doyle 
Smith and Shaila Morris: a sister, Bertha 
Antilley; 10 grandchildren, and 8 great
grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by

Pastor K. L. Stinson, Grace Church of 
the  Nazarene; ass is ted  by Phil W il
liamson, grandson, o f Springfield, Mo. 
Interment was in Greenlawn Memorial 
Park, Port Arthur.

DEATHS
CLARENCE GILBERT BEADLE, 96, 

Apr. 14, W hitesboro, Tex. Survivors: 
sons A lvenzie  and Paul; d augh te rs  
Lenora Underwood and Geneva Buck- 
hanan; 9 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 16 g re a t
g randch ild ren ; 1 g rea t-g rea t-g rand - 
daughter; 1 brother: 3 sisters.

JOEL C. SMITH, formerly of Clarks- 
dale, Miss., 81, Mar 28, Selmer, Tenn. 
Survivors: w ife Nellie Rodgers Smith; 
daughters Marjorie White, Naomi A r
mour, Jim m ie Faye Stribbing, Shirley 
Lane; 12 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 15 g re a t
grandchildren; 1 great-great-grandchild; 
3 sisters; 1 brother.

LILLIE MAE SMITH, 88, May 7, Beth
any, Okla. Interment: Kansas City, Mo. 
Survivors: daughters Maxie Clary, Mil
dred Fenlason, Georgie Williamson, Aylo 
W illiam s; 7 grandch ild ren ; 14 g rea t
grandchildren; 2 great-great-grandchil- 
dren; 1 sister.

HERSHEL WALTER, 72, May 8, Cen
terville, Iowa. Survivors: w ife  Eloise; 
daughters Carolyn Tedrow and Joyce 
McCarl; son Rev. Don; six grandchildren; 
one sister.

BIRTHS
to  REV. KEVIN AND TRACIE BAIRD, 

Oakland, Calif., a boy. Matthew Tyler, 
Mar. 10

to JIM AND MECHELLE (PIERCE) 
FAIN, Oklahoma City, Okla., a boy. Chris
tian Alexander, Feb. 20 

to  DENNIS AND SHERI (ACHESON) 
GOODWIN, Nashville, Tenn., a boy. Seth 
Alvin, May 2 

to  J. ERIC AND CAROL (ROGERS) 
SWART, Columbus, Ohio, a boy. Aaron 
James, Jan. 18 

to  JIM AND CINDI (SLAUGHTER- 
BECK) W ILL IA M S , O k lahom a  City, 
Okla., a girl. Sara Elizabeth, Jan. 29

MARRIAGES
GAY ANN MYERS and TIMOTHY RAY 

LEE at Alliance, Ohio, Oct. 24 
BOBBIE NELL NEFF and MARK H. 

SHOMO at Waynesboro, Va„ Feb. 13

DIRECTORIES
BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTEN
DENTS— Office; 6401 The Paseo, Kan
sas City, MO 64131. Eugene L. Stowe, 
C hairm an; R aym ond W. Hurn, V ice 
Chairman; John A. Knight, Secretary; 
Charles H. Strickland; William M. Great
house; Jerald D. Johnson

SHOWERS OF BLESSING’S

m aster

June 26 
“Care and Compassion”

J u ly  3
“Called and Concerned”

b y  S te p h e n  L . M a n le y ; s p e a k e r

COUNCIL OF CH U RC H ES URGES CAUTION  
IN PROPOSAL TO M A P H U M A N  GENES
If Congress approves o f a plan to  fund U.S. governm ent research 
into gene m apping, careful m onito ring  will be necessary to  avoid 
the possibility o f “serious m ischief in the use o f  genetic in form a
tion," a N ational C ouncil o f C hurches (NCC) official w arned at 
a news conference April 19.

Dr. Peggy L. Shriver, NCC assistant general secretary for re
search and evaluation, m ade her call for m on itoring  before tak 
ing part in a consu lta tion  on “R espect for Life and  the E nviron
ment: Ethical and  Theological A spects o f  G enetic Engineering 
and  Biotechnology.”

Shriver and  o thers representing a 70-m em ber coalition o f re
ligious and  secular leaders said th a t federal funding for the p ro 
posed H um an  G enom e Project should be m ade contingent on 
the establishm ent o f a H um an  G enom e Policy Board.

T he H um an  G enom e Project is a  p lan to  discover and  describe 
the identity, position, and function o f  genes tha t de term ine hu 
m an physical characteristics. “G en o m e” is an inclusive term  for 
all o f  the 100,000 genes located on strands o f DNA in hum an  
chrom osom es.

T he coalition called for creation o f a 12-m em ber board  o f  U.S. 
senators and  representatives, and  an 18-m em ber advisory com 
m ittee to address issues such as genetic d iscrim ination , privacy 
questions, and  eugenics. The advisory com m ittee w ould include 
individuals w ith special knowledge in fields such as consum er 
protection , rights o f the handicapped, civil liberties, and  bio
ethics.

SATANIC CRIM ES ON RISE,
SAY LAW ENFORCEM ENT PROS
Satanism -related crim es are on the rise, and  recognizing the signs 
o f devil worship is becom ing increasingly im portan t for law en
forcem ent officials, experts told a special conference A pril 20. 
“ In the last 10 days I’ve had seven calls on cases where heads 
have been pulled off corpses,” said Dale Griffis, a form er police
m an whose Regional Intelligence Sharing N etw ork helps w ith in 
vestigations o f  crim es involving “non trad itional groups.”

M aurry  Terry, an investigative reporter based in New York, 
told officers about his work uncovering links to  cult activities in 
the Son o f  Sam  serial killings. “1 know  for a fact there are Satanic- 
related crim es in the U nited States today,” he said. “ It’s becom ing 
a problem  th a t is m ore and  m ore evident as tim e goes on, and 
quite a lot o f  police departm en ts across the country  are taking 
the problem  seriously, as they should.” Terry said signs o f  occult 
activity m ay include m utilated  anim als, cem etery robberies, and  
church break-ins where the thieves take religious articles o f  little 
m onetary  value.

Los Angeles au th o r Joel N orris said he had studied m ore than  
300 serial killings and  determ ined  tha t abou t 30 percent were 
com m itted  by Satanists. “ I th ink  there are people in ou r society 
tha t can read the Satanic Bible o r hear Satanic m usic and  m ost 
will no t be bothered,” he postu lated  “But we find  a  sm all per
centage o f  nonresilien t people, especially am ong young males, 
w ho tend  to  incorporate w hat they read in to  their fantasies. We 
should be encouraging people to  in tervene if  they see these n o n 
resilient types.”

G O SPEL N E E D S IN GREECE
Except for A lbania and  M alta. G reece has the fewest evangelical 
C hristians am ong the E uropean countries— 10,000 ou t o f  a pop
ulation o f 10 m illion. A lthough 95 percent o f all G reeks belong 
to  the O rthodox  Church, only 2 to  3 percent attend.

Evangelical churches exist in only eight G reek towns. Costas 
Macris, head o f the H ellenic M issionary U nion, says the E uro
pean Econom ic C om m un ity  needs 500 m issionaries, m ost o f 
w hom  he believes could com e from Europe.
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C H R I S T I A N  M U S I C I A N S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

BASIC CONDUCTING  
FOR
MUSIC DIRECTORS 

L. Dean Thompson, 
Teacher

BEG IN N IN G / 
INTERMEDIATE  
PIANISTS 

Martha Fast, 
Teacher

ADVANCED PIANISTS 
Eula Mae Stipe, 
Teacher

PIANO TEACHERS 
Evonne
Neuenschwander,
Teacher

BASIC ORGAN 
TECHNIQUES &  
SERVICE PLAYING 

Eleanor Whltsett, 
Teacher

FIFTH
MUSIC
SEMINAR
August 3-5, 1988
M ID A M ERICA  N A Z A R E N E  C O LLEG E

Seminar Cost—$65.00 
(Preregister by July 15—$55.00)

Dorm Rooms Available—$18.50 for Two Days 
(Double Occupancy—Includes Linens)

Call or Write: Don Stelting, Dean of Students 
Box 1776, Olathe, KS 66061 • 913-782-3750 

Reservation Deadline: July 20, 1988

Spo n so red  b y  C o n tin u in g  L a y  T ra in in g ' C H U R C H  O F T H E  N A Z A R E N E  • C U E C red it W ill Be G iven  fo r  the Seminar

PREREGISTER NOW

Zip

Name 

Street 

City

State/Province 

Send money for SE M IN A R  C O ST  O N LY to: Division o f  Christian Life &  Sunday School 
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, M O 64131  
Make CHECK to:

Norm an Miller, General Treasurer 
Specify on check: C M I Seminar

Class You Wish to Attend:
□  Directing
□  Beginning/Intermediate 

Pianists
□  Advanced Pianists
□  Piano Teachers Pedagogy
□  Organists

Registration— 11 a m .,  August 3 
Opening Session— 1:30 p.m.

Close of Seminar— 12:00 Nooa August 5



ATE NEWS MARK GRAHAM
Reporter
N a za re n e  N e w s  Service

Bruce Taylor with some of the 100 pastors and church board members who 
attended the orientation on the organization, adm inistration, and ministry of the 
International Church of the Nazarene.

ANNOUNCEMENT
With the unanimous approval of 

the Board of General Superinten
dents, the unanimous vote of the 
Ministerial Council o f the Space 
Coast Pioneer Area, and the con
sent of the Advisory Board of the 
Central Florida District, I have ap
pointed Rev. L. W ayne Q uinn 
(presently coordinator of Chicago 
Thrust to the Cities) as district su
perintendent of the newly organ
ized Space Coast District, effec
tive July 1, 1988.

— Charles H. Strickland 
General Superintendent

NEW DISTRICT 
ORGANIZED/QUINN 
APPOINTED 
SUPERINTENDENT

L. Wayne Quinn, 59. has been 
appointed as the first superinten-

Church Growth Division Director Bill 
Sullivan (I.) and General Superinten
dent Charles H. Strickland flank the 
newly appointed superin tendent of 
the Florida Space Coast D istrict. L. 
Wayne Ouinn. Sullivan was responsi
ble lor the development of the Pioneer 
Area Program that was used to spawn  
the new district. Strickland presided  
over the assem blies of both the Cen
tral Florida and the F lorida Space  
Coast districts.

Five pastors and a district superinten
dent three years ago had a vision to 
create a new d is tric t from  C entral 
Florida. They are (front row. I. to r.) 
Ray Snow, Vero Beach First; M erril 
Dewey. Sebastian First; and Roger 
Maze. Titusville First; (back row) J. V. 
Morsch. Central Florida district super
intendent; Tal Denny. M elbourne First; 
and L. Kenneth Adams. Eau Gallie.

dent of the Florida Space Coast 
District. The action was taken by 
General Superintendent Charles 
H. Strickland w ith the u n an i
mous approval of the Board of 
G eneral S uperin tenden ts, the 
unanim ous vote of the Ministe
rial Council o f the Space Coast 
Pioneer Area, and the consent of 
the Advisory Board of the Cen
tral Florida District.

T he d is tr ic t was o rgan ized  
May 11, 1988 at 3:57 p.m .. out of 
the Central Florida District un
der the leadership of superinten
dent J. V. Morsch. The newly cre
ated Regular (Phase IV) District 
has 25 churches that raised just 
under $ 1,000,000 for all purposes 
last year. The new district held its 
own assembly, elected officers 
and general assembly delegates 
Friday afternoon. May 13.

“It’s been a lot o f work, and it 
has stretched our faith, but it is 
exciting to live out the New Tes
tam ent in the 20th century,” said 
Morsch. “With anticipation, we 
are comm itted to create another 
district in the Sun Coast area.”

The Florida Space Coast Pio
neer Area was organized in 1985 
with six churches and 600 m em 
bers. They more than doubled in 
m embership and in the num ber 
of churches during their first year 
o f existence. The district includes 
an area w ith  a p o p u la tio n  o f 
more than 500,000. Space Coast, 
Sun Coast, and their m other dis
trict have adopted a goal o f 50 
new churches during the next 
two years.

It becom es the first Regular 
District organized from a Pio
neer Area since the Pioneer Area 
program  was begun. N orthern 
Michigan became a Mission Dis
trict in 1986.

“Just as growth comes through 
multiplying churches, studies in
dicate that the multiplication of 
districts also facilitates growth,” 
s a id  B ill S u l l iv a n , C h u rc h  
Growth Division director, who 
developed the Pioneer Area pro
gram for the U.S. and Canada. 
“Statistics indicate that districts 
with more than 75 churches are 
u n a b le  to  m a in ta in  average  
growth, whereas smaller districts 
are able to grow at both greater 
rates and in greater num bers over 
the long term.”

Quinn, who has served as coor
dinator of Multicultural Minis
tries and Chicago Thrust coordi
nator since April 1987, accepted

the appointm ent, which is effec
tive July 1.

Q u in n  served as p a s to r  o f 
S h revepo rt, La., H u n tin g to n  
Park Church 1984-1987. O ther 
parishes served include: Sacra
mento Liberty Towers; Stockton, 
Calif., First; El Paso First; and 
Vancouver, Wash., Hillcrest. He 
is a graduate o f Pasadena Col
lege.

He and his wife, Alice, have 
th re e  grow n c h ild re n , all o f  
whom are members o f the Ba
kersfield, Calif., O live K nolls 
Church. □

— ,v,v

NIGERIAN WORK  
GROWING

The Church of the Nazarene 
began work in the African coun
try o f Nigeria in 1976, becoming 
o ffic ia lly  reg istered  th e re  in 
1979. Seven years later, a contact 
made by Bruce Taylor, adminis
trative consultant for the World 
Mission Division, revealed that 
another Church of the Nazarene 
had been working in the nation 
since 1946.

“ T h is  ch u rch  was ac tu a lly  
started in 1946 and was legally 
registered in Nigeria in 1964 us
ing th e  1948 M a n u a l  o f  the  
Church of the Nazarene as their 
constitution,” said Taylor. “They 
had tried on occasion to become 
a part o f the in ternational de
nomination, but there was a lack 
of adequate comm unication.”

Following a thorough exam
ination of the group and much 
discussion during several visits,

General Superintendent Charles 
H. S trick land  and  Africa R e
gional Director Richard Zanner 
authorized West Africa Field Di
rector John Seaman and Taylor 
to accept this group as part of the 
international Church of the Naz
arene.

On Easter Sunday, A pril 3, 
1988, 40 churches (including 
some from the 1979 group) and 
6.550 members were welcomed 
into the denomination. The cre
dentials o f the district superin
tendent, Jeremiah U. Ekaidem, 
were recognized, and 42 district 
m inister’s licenses were issued. 
A lm o s t 1,000 p e rs o n s  w ere 
present for this very special ser
vice.

“I have waited for 40 years for 
my church to come to me— now 
we are one,” said Rev. Ekaidem.

The first official district as
sembly and a great “Merger Cele
bration” are planned for Octo
ber. In the interim, discussions 
are progressing toward a merger 
w ith the H oliness Evangelical 
Mission o f Nigeria. Chim a Am- 
adi, president of the group, is cur
ren tly  a s tu d en t at N azarene 
Theological Seminary, and a fi
nal decision is pending his return 
to Nigeria. This fully indigenous 
church is about 15 years old. It 
has ab o u t 110 churches w ith
12,000 members and almost as 
many in Sunday School.

“Nigeria could be Haiti times 
10," said Zanner. "Please con
tinue to remember us as we seek 
to reach this vast country o f 105 
million.” □

— N N
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Cheerful Moments
Features reproductions of some of 
the meticulous bird paintings of Ken 
Buckew. Printed on a simulated linen 
finished paper and embossed. Single 
fold. Boxful o f 20!
pag-1738 BIRTHDAY 
PAG-2738 GET WELL

Each $4.95

FOR REMEMBERING 
THOSE

SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS

All NEW, cheery, full-color designs with friendly senti
ments and selected scriptures appropriate to the occa
sion. All cards 43A" x 63A" with matching mailing en
velopes.

The convenient way to have a greeting card on hand 
ready to send!

A dd 4% for postage and handling

Forever Roses
Share the beauty of a rose— the re
flection of your love and heartfelt 
wishes. Lithographed on enamel 
stock to give a garden-fresh look. 
Embossed. Single fold. Boxful of 20!
pag-1718 BIRTHDAY 
pag-2718 GET WELL 
pag-3718 ALL OCCASION 
PAG-6718 WEDDING
Each $4.95

Memories
Inviting garden scenes provide a 
peaceful setting for expressing warm 
thoughts that “someone remembers 
and cares.” French fold. Boxful o f 16!
pag-1548 BIRTHDAY 
PAG-2548 GET WELL 
pag-5548 THINKING OF YOU

Each $3.95

n M K  -r

M* *

Country Charm
A delightful, homey assortment de
signed in pastels conveys pleasant 
touches of nostalgia. You'll enjoy 
sending them. French fold.
Boxful o f 16!

PAG-1528 BIRTHDAY 
pag -5528 THINKING OF YOU
Each $3.95

ts n
SOMHOM.SWXtAl. * |
L»■>)/

For a complete line of Everyday Greeting assortments, send for our free full-color descriptive brochure.

Sunshine
Line:

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
P.O. Box 419527 •  Kansas City, MO 64141

Prices subject to change without notice
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